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1. 


14. 


15. 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24, 


H.M.’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Clarendon 


” 


»” 


” 


MIXED COMMISSION COURTS. 


SIERRA LEONE 


Date. 
1858 


(Spain. No. 2) 
(General. No. 4) 


(Spain. No. 3) | 


$s (No. 4.) 


. Mr. W. Smith (Registrar) to the Earl of 
Shelburne 


Mr. Fitzgerald to H.M.’s Acting Judge 


Judge 


bury 


” 


(Separate) 
. H.M.'s Acting Judge to the Earl of Shelburne 


(General. No. 9) 


. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.'s Acting 


(No. 2) 


. H.M’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Maly» 


(Spuin. No. 


(Separate) 


The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.'s Acting 
Judge 


H.M.'s 
bury 


(No. 3) 


Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- 


(General. No, 12) 


(Spain. No, 4) 


(Generai. No. 13) 


(General. No. 16) 


U.M.’s Acting Judge to Mr. Fitzzerald 


” 


(General. No. 20) 


(General. No. 21) 


H.M.’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- 


bury 


(General. No. 22) 
(General. No. 23) 


H.M.'s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- 


bur 


Mr. Wm. Smith to the Earl of Malmesbury 


Mr. Ashwood to the.Earl of Malmesbury .. 


H.M.’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- 


bury 


(Separate) 
. (General. No. 24) 
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Receipt. 
1858 
Apr. 19 
Apr. 19 


Apr. 19 


Apr. 29 


June 8 


June 8 


July 13 
July 13 





Supgsecr, Page 


Account of sales of Spanish barque 
** Conchita” - Be 
Annual Report on Slave Trade 


Acknowledging receipt of despatch 
of January 30, respecting trans- 
mission to Teneriffe of prisoners 
taken in the * Conchita” 

Asks for four or five months’ leave 
of absence 

Intends taking three months’ leave . 


Granting him four or five months’ 
leave 

No payments made to Liberated 
African Department 

To procure evidence respecting 
slavers fitting out in American 
ports. Copies of correspondence 
with United States’ Consuls 

Arrival of Don Joaquim Zugasti, 
Spanish Judge in Mixed Courts . 

Thanks for leave grantedin Mr, Fitz- 
gerald’s letter of April 23 +e 

Copy of Consul Bunch’s No, 2; to 
communicate to commanders of 
cruizers that the “ Lydia Gibbs” 
is gone to African coast on a 
slaving voyage 

Receipt of circular announcing Lord 
Malmesbury’s appointment = 

Receipt of No. 1; has communi- 
cated to naval officers Mr. Craw- 
ford’sinformation ine slavers 
fitting out in Cuba 

Departure of Mr. Smith on leave of 
absence for Teneriffe: Mr. Ash- 
wood appointed Acting Registrar . 

Receipt of No. 2. Will send docu- 
ments required respecting United 
States’ vessels by next mail 

No payments made to Liberated 
Afriean Department... 

No case adjudicated by Mixed 
Courts during the half-ye.r 

No slaves emancipated or registered 
during half-year 

Half-yearly return of veasel’s adjudi- 
cated in the Vice-Admiralty Court 


Intends to quit his post, on mai 


by next mail . 
His return from leave of absence. 
Requests remuneration for services 

as Acting Registrar during absence 

of Mr. Smith : ‘ie 
Forwarding the above... 


9] Capture and condemnation, by the 


Vice-Admiralty Court, of the 
“ Lydia Gibbs" 3 ir 
adn 


12 


13 
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No. Date. 
1858 
25. H.M.'s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- | July 17 
bury (General. No. 25) 
26. ” ” . July 19 
(General. No. 26) 
27. H.M.’s Acting Judge (Hill) to the Earl of | Aug. 2 
Malmesbury (General. No. 27) 
28. * ” Sept. 30 
(General. No. 32) 
29. + ” .»| Oct. 16 
(General. No. 33) 
30. Mr. Ilammond to Mr. Skelton Nov. lz 
31. Mr. Skelton to the Earl of Malmesbury Nov. 9 
32. Mr. Hammond to Mr. Skelton Nov. 22 
33. Mr. Skelton to the Eurl of Malmesbury | Nov. 22 
34. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting | Noy, 23 
Judge (No, 2) 
35. Mr. Hammond to Mr Skelton -- | Dee. 10 
36. Mr. Skelton to the Earl of Malmesbury Dec. 13 
37. The Earl of Malmesbury to H1.M,’s Acting | Dec. 23 
Judge (Separate) 
38. H.M,’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- | Dec. 16 
bury (General. No. 37) 1859 
39. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting | Jan, 22 
Judge (No. 2) | 
40. H.M.'s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- | Jan, 11 
bury (General. No. 1) 
4). ” * «>| Jan. 11 
(General. No. 6) | 
42. re Pa .-| Jan. 11 
(General. No. 7) 
43. H.M.'s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Jan. 18 
‘eneral. No. 9) 
44. ” ” Jan. 15 
(Separate). 
45, The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Judge Feb. 10 
(No. 3) 
46. Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Skelton -+| Feb. 16 
47. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.'s Judge Feb. 23 
(No. 4) 
48. H.M.’s i Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Feb, 14 
(General. No. 11) 
49 a “i ..| Feb. 16 
(General. No. 12) 
50. ” ve -.| Feb. 17 
(General. No. 13) 
51. i ‘i Feb. 18 
(Separate) 
52. Mr. Ashwood to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Jan. 21 
53. H.M.'s Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury ..| Jan. 21 


(Separate) 








Receipt. 
1858 
Aug. 9 


Aug. 9 


Sept. 8 


Nov. 8 


Nov. 8 


Noy. 2: 


to 


1859 
Jan. 10 


Feb, 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. 9 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 11 
Mar. 11 


Mar. 11 








Susyecr. 


That a new boat be supplied for use 
of Mixed Courts . 

Documents from Vice-Admiralty 
Court in cases of condemned 
slavers which have sailed from 
American ports 

Mr. Skelton has left for England : 
Governor Ilill has undertaken 
office of Acting Judge 

No payments made to Liberated 
African Department . 

Forwarding letter from Mr. Ash- 
wood, soliciting permission to hold 
Paymastership of troops stationed 
at Sierra Leone .. 

Gig, with masts, sails, Res, will be 
forwarded to Sierra Leone for use 
of Commissioners . 

Soliciting the appointment ‘of Judge 
of Mixed Commission Courts at 
Sierra Leone ‘ 

Is there any objection to ‘Mr. Ash- 
wool’s holding appomtment of 
Paymaster to the troops at Sierra 
Leone? .. : “ie 

Answer to the above: there is no 
objection to the above appointment 

Mr. Ashwood may officiate as Pay- 
master of troops at Sierra Leone . 

Appointing him Judge in Sierra 
Leone Commisson, without increase 
of salary 

Thanks for appointment of Judge. at 
Sierra Leone 

To pay to Mr. Ashwood gratuity 
for acting as Registrar during 
Mr. Smith’s absence a 

Receij.t_ of despatch No. 2. of No- 
vember 23, 1858 . 

Consul- General Crawford's No. 48. 
United States’ vessels “ Ardennes” 
and “ Wianus" suspected of Slave 
Trade 

Number of despatches sent home in 
1858 

No case adjudicated by the Mixed 
Courts during the last half- year. 

No slaves emancipated and  regis- 
tered during the last half-year . . 

Half-yearly return of vessels adju- 
dicated in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court 

Reports arrival at his post on the 

12th instant os 

List of vessels sailed for “const of 
Africa, from Mr. Crawford's No.27 

Her Majesty's Commission for 
Judgeship in Mixed Commission 
Court 

Spanish scheme to ‘colonise Fernan- 
do Po, Annobon, and Corisco .. 

Receipt of Slave Trade No. 1 of 
January 17. Slave Trade Papers 
shown to Governor-General of An- 
gola 

“ Robert M. “Charlton” snd “ Min- 
netonka,” private letters found on 
board f 

Receipt of No. 2 of January 22, re- 
specting “ Ardennes,” * Enter- 
prise,” and “ Mianus” .. 

Arrival of boat for the use of Mixed 
Commissions 

Acknowledgment of remuneration 
allowed him for his services as 
Acting Registrar . : 

Receipt of despatch (separate) of 
December 23, 1858 e% 


A 


Page 


17 


19 


19 


‘27 


LIST, OF PAPERS. 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. 
1859 1859 
54. H.M.’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmes- | Feb. 19 | Mar. 11 | Recommending increase of pay to 


bury (Separate) 


The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Jude 
(No. 5. Confidential ) 
56. » ‘ 


55. 


, (Separate) 


«-| Mar. 23 


the crew of Mixed Commission 
boat 


Mar. 23 .. | List of suspected slavers 


Increased pay for crew of Mixed 
Commission boat 














HAVANA. 
1858 1858 | 
57, Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Ryder. . Apr. 5 as His commission as Arbitrator at 
Havana .. ans ‘0 “4 
58. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Claren- | Feb. 26| Apr. 19 Respecting Mr. Lousada’s answer 
don (No. 3) to the Captain-General as to ap- 
pointment of an Arbitrator in his 
own place whilst he was Acting 
Commissary Judge Ks 
59. ” ” --| Feb. 26} Apr. 19 | luefficiency of Spanish cruizers on 
(No. 5) the station, and activity of the 
Slave Trade ea YF a 
60. T1.M.'s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Cla- | Feb. 27] Apr. 19 Acknowledging receipt, of despatch 
rendon (No. 6) reporting capture of the * Restaur- 
acion™ on coast of Africa . as 
61. ILM.'s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Mar. 2€| May 4) Reporting detention and liberation 
Malmesbury (No. 7) ‘ of Spanish schooner “ Juanita” . 
62. ” ” ..| Mar. 26] May 4. Reporting capture of ship * Zmilia” 
: (No. 8 

63. H.M.'s Arbitrator to the Earl of Wiaeat Mar. 30] May 4 Intends to proceed at once to his 
: (No. 9) | new post at Boston , ws 
64. H.M.'s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Mar. 31} May 4) Reporting Mr. Lousada’s departure 
Malmesbury (No. 10) : for Boston ve BO er 
65. ” -.| Apr. 8 | Vay 4) Reporting fitting and departure of 
(No. 12) several vessels for coast of Africa, 
to be employed in the Slave Trade 
66. ” ” ..| May 8] May 31) Capture of “ Cortes’ by Her Ma- 
(No. 13) jesty’s gun-boat * Forward” a 
67. ” ”» «-| May 23] July 3/| Arrival of Mr. Ryder, Her Ma- 
(No. 14) jesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed 

Court of Justice at Havana ‘ 
68. ” ” ..|July 1] Aug. 2| Return of cases adjudicated in Mixed 
(No. 16) Commission Court for half-year 

ending June 30 .. se oe 
69. ” ” --| July 1] Aug. 2| Ilness of Mr. Ryder: his departure 
(No. 17) for New York on medical certifi- 

cate a a 56s ey 
70. H.M.’s Arbitrator to the Earl of Malmesbury | June 30] Aug. 2) Applying for six months’ leave of 
absence .. o. : Ps 

71. Mr. Fitzgerald to H.M.’s Arbitrator . Aug. 11 ae Granting him leave of absence... 
72. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Sept. 3] Oct. 2 | Transmitting a list of vessels re- 
Malmesbury (No. 18) ported to have been fitted out tor 
the African Slave Trade with Cuba 
in 1857 and 1858, and requesting 
ag | alist of all the captures made by 
Her Majesty's cruizers on the 

coast of Africa .. a By 

73. Mr. Hammond to H.M.’s Arbitrator . .. | Oct. 30 Granting him extension of leave .. 
74. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Commis- | Oct. 30 Inclosing lists of slavers captured or 

sary Judge (No. 2) destroyed in 1857 and 1858 

75. H.M.'s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Oct. 1{ Nov. 1 | Transmitting a slip from the “ New 
Malmesbury (No. 20) Orleans Delta” of September 23, 
stating that the American schooner 
“ James Buchanan" had made 
four successful slave voyages since 

1856 76 as as 
76. The Earl of Malmesbury to [1.M.’s Commis- | Nov. 13 | Copy of report from commander of 
sary Judge (No. 3) “Viper? of capture of “ Kate 
Helen” .. $e ae se 
77. H M.'s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Oct. 31| Dec. 2} Reporting the capture of a barque, 
Malmesbury (No. 21) with about 600 negroes, by the 
Spanish war-steamer “ General 

Lezo” .. ns os oa 
78. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.'s Commis- | Dec. 17 Respecting capture by Her Majesty’s 


sary Judge (No. 4) 


ship “ Viper,” of a brigantine, sup- 
posed to be the “ Rufus Soulé” . 
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Page 


30 


30 


30 


31 


31 


32 


32 


32 


33 
33 


34 


34 


36 


36 
37 


37 
40 


40 


42 


42 


43 


vi LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1858 1859 
79. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of | Nov. 23| Jan. 3] Acknowledging receipt ofdespatch in- 
Malmesbury (No. 22) ? closing list of captured slave-vessels 43 
80. ” ” Dec. 4|Jan. 3) Transmitting copy and translation of 
(No. 23) acorrespondence between the Mixed 


Courts and the Captain-General of 
Cuba, claiming the prerogative of 
the Court to adjudicate i in the case 
of the “ Venus” .. 
3l. ” » .. | Dec. 27 | Feb. Respecting the capture of the “ Kate 
(No. 24) ! Helen” by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Viper” sie “6 aie 
82. ” ” .. | Dee. 31 | Feb. Reporting that no emancipated 
(No. 25) | | negroes have been sent from Cu 
to Jamaica during the year 1858 
Suspected slavers, Spanish and 
American. Spanish authorities at 


to 


tw 


ind 


83. is = .| Dee. $1 Feb. 





1859 | Cuba are corrupt . = 
84. 4 , » ..| Jan. 1) Feb. 2| No case brought for adjudication 
(No. 1) before Mixed Court at Havana 


during last six months 
85. H.M.'s Arbitrator to the Earl of Malmesbury | Feb. 7 | Feb. 7 | Requests permission to leave Havana 


during sickly season. 
86. Mr. Fitzgerald to H.M.’s Arbitrator . ..| Feb. 12 or May leave his post for two months 
during sickly season ais as 
87. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Commis- | Mar. 1 a Case of the “ Venus” 
sary-Judge (No. 1) 
88. H.M's Coukiaaty Jadge to the Earl of | Jan. 24| Mar. 4} Receipt of despatch reporting cap- 
Malmesbury (No. 2) ture of a brigantine without colours, 
supposed to be the “ Rufus Soule” 
89. 5 si ..| Jan, 24] Mar. 4)| Acknowledging receipt of No. 17 of 
(No. 2) December 29, 1858, transmitting 


despatch from Her Majesty's Mi- 
| nister at Madrid . ee 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


1858 1858 
90. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Cla- | Feb. 15] Apr. 5 | Have communicated to the Admiral 
rendon (No. 6) information relative to the ship 
‘Minnetonka.’ Will forward 
despatches to Consul McLeod 7 


first ship F 
91. Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Macleay May i an Retiring allowane» “granted him 
92. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- Apr. 19] June 7| Acknowledging a despatch for Her 
bury (No. 10) Majesty’s Consul at Mozambique, 


relative to the disposal of slaves 
captured by British cruizers 

93. Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Knox . or ..| June 18 wis Appointing him Registrar to Cape 
Commission, vice aene > salary, 
&e, es 

94, Mr. Knox to the Earl of Malmesbury .-| June 24| June 25} Thanks for ap aintnietik as Regis- 
trar to Cape Commission : 

95. Mr. Knox to Mr. Fitzgerald ze ..| June 24 | June 25] Respecting appointment as Regis- 
trar to the Cape Commission —.. 

96. Mr. Hammend to H.M.’s Commissioners .| Aug. 5] «- Extract of Mr. Crawford's No. 29, 

(No. 4) denouncing vessels suspected of 

engaging in the Slave Trade. To 
communicate same to commanders 
of ships on Cape Station ,. 

97. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | July 2} Aug. 21 | No case adjudicated during the half- 


bur (No. 12) year ending June 30, 1858 
98. The Barl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Commis- | Sept. 6 aa Case of the “ J. W. Reid” ae 
sioners (No. 5) 
99. H.M.'s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | Ang. 20] Oct. 5| Dhow “ Flor de Mogambique” 
bury (No. 13) iige before the Court, August 
1858 .. 
100. ” + . | Sept. 13 | Oct. 29 | “* ‘Plor de Mogambique.” ” ‘Trans- 
(No. 14) mitting report, evidence, papers, 
| and sentence; vessel released, with- 
out costs and dama 
101. e es ..| Nov. 5] Dec. 30] “J’*lor de Mogambique.” Claim still 
(No. 15) under the Court's consideration ; 
departure of the master, mate, and 
' cook ‘ aa 
102. % n ..| Nov. 8] Dec. 30 Acknowledging despatch "No. 5. 


(No. 16) Case of the‘ J. W. Reid” ., 


44 
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47 


47 
47 


48 


49 
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LIST OF PAPERS. vii 


No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Pag® 
1859 1859 
103. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Com: | Jan. 22 as United States’ Ships “ Ardennes,” 











missioners (No, 2) “ Enterprise,” and “ Mianus,” 
1858 accused of Slave Trade . w 8 
104. H.M.’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | Nov. 23 | Jan. 27] Mr. Knox sworn in as Registrar. 
bury (No. 17) Recommending Mr. Smith's ap 
cation for extra pay as —_ 
. gistrar ‘ P 78 
103. .-| Dee. 16| Jan. 27 | Case of “ Emalada” er ce 8S 
(No. 18) 
106. - * ..| Dec. 20] Jan. 27] Case of “ Experanga”  .. ws ¥9 
(No. 19) 
107. as 4 ..| Dec. 21 | Jan. 27|“ Flor de MocaSbique.”  Termi- 
(No. 20) nation of case; sum awarded to 
1859 claimant 993/. 198. a 79 
108. Mr. Fitzgerald to H. M.’s Commissioners ..| Feb. 5 ax Suspected slavers sailing from Ha- 
(No. 3)! 1858 vana for African coast. 79 
109. H.M.'s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmes- | Dec. 21 | Feb, 28 | “ F/o7 de wn SAeubique. * Report 
bury (No. 21) | 1859 on second part of case .. 79 
110. 7 *” ..| Jan. 18| Feb. 28] Mr. Knox is ill. Mr. Smith per- 
(No, 1) forming duties of Registrar -- 100 
lll. is si . | Jan. 22| Mar. 29] Half-yearly return of cases adjudi- 
(No. 2) cated - 100 
112. x * ..| Jan, 22} Mar. 29 | List of adjudications i in 1858. Re- 
(No. 3) port of judicial proceedings .. 102 
113. % * ..| Jan, 22] Mar. 29! No slaves registered as emancipated 
(No. 4) in 1858 .. 105 
114. “ = ..| Jan. 23} Mar. 29 | Slave Trade on East Coast ‘of Aftica 
(No. 7) during 1858 a 105 
115. ; Pr ..| Jan. 24 | Mar. 29 | “ FatteS@abruque" alias“ E=alada,’ i 
(No. 8) Portuguese launch, restored .. 106 
116. 3s % ..| Jan, 24] Mar. 29 | Right of cruizers to enter rivers on 
(No. 9) East Coast of Africa. Commander 
Oldfield and Chevalier Duprat . 124 
117. “a es ..| Jan. 25 | Mar. 29 | “ E'speranga,” Portuguese schooner, 
(No. 10) restored, with costs and damages. 126 
118. re 35 ..| Feb, 5 | Mar, 29|“ Fatte "Rabruque.” Damages 
es (No. 11) awarded, with costs of suit -. 138 
119. PS ¥ ..| Feb. 12 | Mar. 29] “ Flor de Poce ebique,” “ Fatle 
(No. 12) Sabruquey and “ Eyperanga.” 
‘Allegations against conduct of 
captor... oe ars os 145 
LOANDA. 
1858 1858 
120. H.M.’s Acting: Commissioner to the Earl of | Jan. 1) Apr. 22} Half-yearly return. No cases adju- 
Clarendon (No. 1) dicated .. 149 
121. ¥6 PS -| Jan. 1] Apr. 22| Return of slaves emancipated and 
(No. 2) registered to the end of 1857... 149 
122. ¥ 7 ..| Jan. 20} Apr. 22} Schooner “ Niagara” captured by 
(No. 7) Her Majesty's ship “ Hecate” .. 150 
123. 3 si -.|Jan. 25| Apr. 22| Report of the Mixed Commission 
(No. 8) for 1857. 150 
124. Mr. Fitzgerald to H.M.’s Acting Commis- | May 5] .. Copy of Judge Crawford's No. 12. 
sioner (No. 5) To acquaint Commanders of 


cruizers revpecting vessels at Ha- 
vana fitted out for Slave Trade .. 151 
125. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Jan. 27| May 10] Receipt of No. 19 of 1857. Pro- 


Clarendon (No. 9) ceedings not to be taken against 
Senhor Monteiro . . -» 15] 
126. es es --| Jan. 27] May 10] Receipt of No. 20 of 1857. Con- 
(No. 10) tract for construction of tram-roads 
in Angola . -- 151 
127. ‘ is -.| Jan. 27] May 10| Receipt of No. 21 ‘of 1857. Slave 
(No. 11) Trade Papers... -. 152 
128. ‘ 3 .. | Jan. 28] May 10] Receipt of No. 22 of 1857. Pro- 
(No. 12) ceedings of Count d’Arpoar - 152 
129. nes PA .-| Janu. 28] May 10] Receipt of No. 23 of 1857. Claim 
(No. 13) P of Senhor Cabral to be admitted 
as Portuguese Arbitrator in the 
Mixed Court... 152 
130. Po a ..| Jan. 29} May 10] Arrival of Dr. Oliveira, Brazilian 
(No. 14) Consul-General in Angola .. 153 
131. ie is ..| Feb. 2] May 10] Appointmen: of Senhor J. J. Rodri- 


(No. 15) gues as Portuguese Commissioner. 153 


135. 


136. 


137. 


138. 


139. 


140. 


141. 
142. 


143. 


144. 


145. 


146. 


147. 


148. 


149. 
150. 


151. 


152. 
158. 
154. 
155. 


156. 


157. 


158. 


LIST OF PAPERS. . 


~ Date. 
1858 
H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Feb. 2 
Clarendon (No. 16) 
9 ” <4 Feb. 2 
(No. 17) 
° ” ..| Feb. 25 
(N>. 18) 
” ” ..| Mar. 10 
(No. 19) 
” ” ee Mar, 95 
(No. 20) 
” ” .. | Mar. 26 
(No. 21) 
” ” .. | Mar. 28 
(No. 22) 
” ” ..| Apr. 3 
(No. 25) 
” ” oa Apr. 5 
(No. 26) 
” ” - | Apr. 8 
(No. 27) 
” ” +»| Apr. 8 
(No. 28) 
” ° Apr. 8 
(No. 29) 
” ” «| Apr. 15 
(No. 30) 
” ” + Apr. 15 
(No. 31) 
The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting July 23 
Commissioner (No. 6) 
Pe July 23 
" (No. 7) 
H.M.'s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | May 24 
Malmesbury (Separate) 
” ” +. May 25 
(No. 32) 
The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting Aug. 12 
Commissioner (No. 8) 
” ” -. Aug. 19 
(No. 9) 
” ” +. Aug. 20 
(No. 10) 
” ” Aug 31 
(No. 11) 
” ” ne Sept. 6 
(No. 12) 
H.M.'s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | May 29 
Malmesbury (No. 33) 
” ” ..| May 29 
(No. 34) 
.. | May 30 
. "(No. 35) 
i} 
” ” ..| May 30 
(No. 36) 





Receipt. 
1858 
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May 10 


co 
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oo 


July 


wo 
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July 
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July 
July 3 


t& 


July 


i) 


July 


July 


ce 


wo 


July 


July 


i) 


July 31 


July 31 


Sept. 27 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 28 


Sept. 28 





Sussecr. Page 


Receipt of No. 24 of November = 
1857 

Receipt of Lord Shelburne’s “ Sep a 
rate” of Novemt:er 21, 1857. ee 
returned to Commodore Adams, to 
be again made over to Her Ma- 
jesty’s Commissioners .. . 

Report on Slave Trade for 1857 F 


Information from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Cape Verde Islands, 
respecting two suspicious Spanish 
vessels bound for coast of Africa, 

Correspondence with Governor- 
General respecting removal of 
slaves coastwise in the province 

Schooner “ WinterSoyeh,’ without 
papers or colours, ci cuptured by Her 
Majesty's ship ** Conflict” 

Barque “ Almeida,” without papers 
or colours, captured by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Conflict” .. a 

| Report on the cultivation of cotton 
in Angola . 

Brigantine ‘ Robert M. Charlton,” 
without papers or colours, cap- 
tured by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Medusa” 3 

Receipt of No. 26 of December 19, 
1857 » 

Receipt of No. 27 ‘of December 19, 
1857. Appointment of Senhor 
Urbano as Secretary of Mixed 
Commission 

Receipt of No. 28 ‘of December 19, 
1857. Approving proceedings 
respecting French emigration 
scheme .. 

Receipt of No. 1 of January 7, 1858. 
Approving letters to American 
Commodore , 

Receipt of No. 2 of January 20, 
1858. Mr. Dalrymple’s return 
to England 

Approving proceedings in ‘regard ‘to 
cultivation of cotton in Angola .. 

Approving proceedings in regard to 
information received of two slavers 
from Cape Verde Islands bound 
for coast of Africa ’ ; 

Has been disabled by fever. Re- 
quests leave of absence. Want of 
assistance . +. . 

Receipt of despatches. Will attend 
to them as soon as health permits . 

Appointment of Sir H. Huntley as 
Clerk to the Commission, and Con- 
sul for Angola .. se 

Leave to return to England. Sir 
H. Huntley to have charge of the 
Commission 

Information from Mr. Crawford of 
suspected slavers . 

Information respecting the “ Rio 
Zaire,” suspected slaverof Loanda 

Copy of Mr. Crawford’s No. 36, 
respecting the “J. W. Reid” .. 

Correspondence with Governor-Ge- 
neral’ respecting Manchester Cot- 
ton Association .. “s 

Barque “ Minnetonka,” ” without 
colours or papers, captured by Her 
Majesty's ship “Heron” . 

Correspondence with Brazilian Con- 
sul, Orders to British authorities 
respecting seizure of Brazilianships 

Schooner “ General Scott,” without 
colours or papers, captured by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Teazer” . ‘ie 


154 


154 
155 


168 
168 


176 


176 


181 


181 


182 





LIST OF PAPERS. 
No. Date. | Receipt. SusJect. 
1858 1858 
159. H.Ms Acting Commissioner to the Esrl of | May 20| Sept. 28 | Correspondence with Portuguese 
Malmesbury (No. 37) Commissioner respecting his re- 
newing the oath of office. oe 
160. a Fr ..| May 30] Sept. 28] Count d’Arpoar left Angola and 
(No. 38) goue to Rio Janeiro 
161. ” ” ..| July 1] Oct. 18] Acknowledging circular despatch ‘of 
(No. 39) February 26,1858 
162. ” i ..| July 1] Oct. 18] No cases adjudicated during the 
(No. 42) ; half-year .. oo 
163. Ps * ..| July 3] Oct. 18} Senhor Amaral re-appointed Gover- 
(No. 43) : nor-General of Angola for three 
years 
164. ” + July 25] Oct. 18] Receipt of despatch of February 23, 
(No. 44) 1858, Jurisdiction of Prize Court 
over captures made by Portuguese 
cruizers .. 
165. ” -.| July 30} Oct. 18] Opinion of Portuguese authorities 
(No. 45) in regard to the Jae of the 
Prize Court 
166. ” ..| July 80] Oct. 18] Information respecting copper mines 
(No. 46) at Bembé . " 
167. ” »” ++| July 30} Oct. 18 Acknowledging receipt of ‘despatch 
(No. 47) of February 23, 1858 (No. 4) 
168. ” ” July 30] Oct. 18| Schooner “ Angelina,” without 
(No. 48) papers or colours, captured Ly Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Conflict” 
169. ” ..| July 31 | Oct. 18] Receipt of No. 1 of March 19, 1858. 
(Ne. 49) Slavers sent from Havana 
170. t , .| July 31 | Oct. 18] Appeal to Superior Court at Lisbon 
No. 50) against sentence in “ P. Soulé” 
case. Question as to admitting 
bonds in Slave Trade prosecutions 
171. » ” ..| July 31] Oct. 18} Schooner “ St. Andrew,” without 
(No. 51) colours or papers, captured by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Viper”. 
172. » ..| July 31] Oct. 18] Agitation against Decree abolishing 
(No. 52) compulsory labour of free negroes 
173. » ” ..| July 31 | Oct. 18] Barque “ Governor of Paris,” with- 
(No, 53) out papers or colours, captured by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Heron” 
174. ms P .. | Aug. 25 | Oct. 18| Escape of American brig “Char- 
(No. 54) lotte,” and other vessels. 
175. » ” .. | Aug. 25 | Oct. 18] Brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth” cap- 
(No. 55) tured by Her aaa 8 ane 
“ Heron” 
176. Sir H. Huntley to Mr. Fitzgerald Nov. 8|Dec. 8| Arrival at Ascension ee 
177. Tne Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting Dec. 23 : Correspondence with Mr Howard 
Commissioner (No. 13) respecting Senhor Rodriguez's re- 
fusal to renew the oaths of office . 
178. ” ” -»| Dee. 23 Mr. Howard's Slave Trade No. 85 
(No. 14) respecting feeling in Angola as to 
1859 “servico de carregadores” 
179, H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Sept.10| Jan. 9 Acquittal of captain and crew of 
Malmesbury (No. 56) slaver “ Velha Annita’’ alias 
a lendid,” and appeal to Relagao 
isbon . 
180. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to Mr. Fitz- | Sept.10] Jan. 9 oat of despatch of March ‘8, 
gerald (No. 57) 1858. Boat for Commissioners . 
181. H.M.'s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Sept.16 | Jan. 9| Receipt of despatch of May 5, 1858. 
Malmesbury (No. 58) Information respecting slavers 
from Havana. 
182. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to Mr, Fitz- | Sept.16| Jan. 9 | Receipt of despatch of July 23, 1858. 
gerald (No. 59) Instructions respecting accounts of 
the Commission .. 
183. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Sept. 20] Jan. 9 Receipt of No 7 of July 28, 1858. 
Malmesbury (No. 60) 
184. ” ” ..| Sept. 20] Jan. 9] Receipt of No. 6 of July 23, 1858. 
(No. 61) Approving report of cultivation of 
cotton in Angola . 
185. * Pa ..| Sept. 25] Jan. 9] Schooner “ Kate Helen,” ” without 
(No. 62) colours or papers, captured by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Viper” 
186, ” ” ..| Oct. 3] Jan. 9] American brig Brothers” captured 
(No. 65) by United States’ sloop of war 
“Marion” 
187. ” » --| Oct. 10] Jan. 9| Information from ‘Brasilian Consul 
(No. 66) respecting reported project for 
bringing slaves into Brasil 
Cuass A, t 


Page 

















x LIST OF PAPERS. 
No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
e 1858 1858 
188. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Oct. 15 | Jan. 9} Arrival of American cruizers 201 
Malmesbury (No. 67) 
189. a ms ..| Oct. 24] Jan. 9] Receipt of No. 8 of August 12, 1858. 
(No. 68) Sir Henry Huntley's appointment. 201 
190. a $s ..| Oct. 24] Jan. 9 | Receipt of No. 9 of August 19, 1858. 
(No. 69) Leave of absence . . 202 
191]. = _ ..| Oct. 24| Jan. 9] Receipt of No. 20 of August 20, 
(No. 70) 1858. lespecting vessels about 
to sail from Havana 3 +. 202 
192. ‘n - --| Oct. 24] Jan. 9 | Brig “Fufus Soulé,” without papers 
(No. 71) or colours, captured by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship © Viper” 202 
193. i ” ..| Oct. 30| Jan. 14] Escape of American schooner 
(No. 72) “* Wanderer,” with slaves. Slave 
1859 Trade in River Congo + 203 
134. The Earl of Malmesbury to H.M.’s Acting | Jan. 22 r Approving conduct respecting intro- 
Commissioner (No. 2) duction of slaves into Brazil .. 203 
195. "9 -| Jan, 22 as Approving proceedings in regard to 
(No. 3) Board of Superintendence e- 204 
196. 5 --| Jan. 22 a Consul-General Crawford's No. 48. 
(No. 4) Respecting United States’ ships 
“* Ardennes,” “ Enterpsise,” and 
** Mianus," suspected of Slave 
Trade 204 
197. eo ” ..| Feb, 10 «s Extract of Mr. Crawford's No. 27. 
(No. 5) List of slavers  .. - 204 
198. ” ..| Mar. 4 rr Mr. Howard's No. 16. Portaria to 
(No. 6) Governor of Angola respecting 
“servigo do carregadores " +. 205 
199. ” 9 .. | Mar. 23 wi List of suspected slavers . 205 
Confidential) 
200. Sir G. Jackson to the Earl of Malmesbury .| Mar. 22) Mar, 24 | Resigning appointment as Commis- 
sioner at Loanda 205 
201. ‘The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir G. Jackson .| Mar. 26 ie Will be recommended to the Trea- 
sury for a pension ‘ . 206 
202. The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Gabriel ..| Mar. 30 i Appointing him to be Commissioner 
vice Sir George Jackson resigned . 206 
203. The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir Henry | Mar. 30 ae Appointing him to be Her Majesty's 
Huntley Arbitrator at Loanda, vice Mr, Ga- 
briel promoted .. a +. 206 
BOARD OF SUPERINTENDENCE. 
1858 1858 
204. H.M.'s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Jan. 1 Apr. 22 | Curator's Report for quarter ended 
Clarendon (No. 1) December 31, 1858 «. 208 
205. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of | Apr. 29| June 9 | Quarterly Report of Curator  .. 208 
Malmesbury (No. 3) 
206. ” n .-| July 5] Oct. 18] Quarterly Report of Curator  ..° 209 
(No. 4) 1859 
207. a * --| Oct. 26| Feb. 23 | Certificates of freedom granted to 
(No. 5) all libertos, and functions of Board 
of Superintendence suspended .. 209 
al 7 ag ’ >] 
REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 
1858 1858 
208. Commander Courtenay to Secretary to the | Feb. 28] Apr. 23| Capture of schooner “ Winter- 
Admiralty moyeh,” of Flushing, without 
colours or papers . _ 212 
209. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Mar. 2] Apr. 24| Report from Admiral Grey relative 
to the Admiralty to steps taken by French to pro- 
cure African labourers . 212 
210. Commander Aplin to Commodore Wise _-.| Feb. 5] Apr. 28] Respecting proposed sain ana ‘of 
hydah .. we 214 


211. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Mar. 15 | May 28 | His opinion as to possibility of o¢- 
cupying Whydah .. oe oe 215 


to the Admiralty 


213. 


214. 


LIST 


Rear- Admiral Sir F, Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


Commodore Wise to Rear- Admiral Sir F. 
Grey 


” ” - 


. Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to 


the Admiralty 


. Commander Close to the Seerctary to the 


Admiralty 


. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. 
Grey 


Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


. Commander Aplin to the Sveretary to the 


Admiralty 


+ Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 


to the Admiralty 


. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 


gerald 


. Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the 


223 
Admiralty 

224. Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to 
the Admir "ty 

225. ”» ” eis 

226. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 

227. ” ” 

228. ’ ” 

229, Lieutenant Pike to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 

230. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir I’. 
Grey 

231. ” ” on 

232. ” ” 

233. ” ” 

234. ” ” oe 

235. ” ” ‘ 

236. ” ” ‘is 





OF PAPERS. 


Date. 
1858 


Apr. 


Apr. 


15 


7 


Mar. 30 


Apr. 


May 
\May 


May 
June 
June 
July 


Aug. 


May 
June 
July 


July 


July 


July 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug. 


10 


31 
1] 


19 


28 


12 


Aug. 12 


Aug. 20 


Aug. 24 


Aug. 26 


Aug. 


12 


Receipt. 
1858 
May 29 


June 17 


. 30 


io 2 
2 
* 
“I 


Sept. 7 
Sept. 9 


Sept 





SusBsecr. 


Respecting Slave Trade on West 
Copy of letter 
addressed by hiin to Commander of 


Coast of Africa. 


United States’ squadron . se 
Slavers expected trom the Havana. 
Capture of the “ Wintermoyeh,” 

* Almeida,” and “ Robert M. 

‘ Charlton” ae 
Case of the “ Regina Coli,” and 
Slave Trade on West Coast of 
Africa si F sy 
American vessel“ Goldfinch” 
boarded by cutter of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Conflict,” in Congo river. . 
Capture of the schooner “ Ludia 
Gibbs,” without colours or papers. 


| Respecting boarding of a French 


Jaunch by boat from Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Vesuvius” 

Departure of British merchants from 
Ambriz. Slave Trade on West 
Coast of Africa 

Respecting boarding of French ves- 
sel Merle,” and other vessels 

Respecting boarding of the Ameri- 
can ship “ Warren White” by 
boat from Her Majesty's ship 
“Hecla”. F 

States his reasons for disbelieving 
French reports of Slave Trade in 
Rio Pongas F 

Returns of vessels under foreign 
colours boarded off African coast 
by Her Majesty’s ships “ Ante- 
lope,” “Heeate,” “ Medusa,” 
“ Boscawen,” “‘ Heron,”’ “ Teazer,” 
and * Bloodhound” ‘ ox 

Transmitting papers relative to 
seizure of “Caroline” .. se 

“Angeline of Prospect,” capture of, 
by Her Majesty's ship “Conflict ” 


9 | Boarding of ** John Gilpin” by Her 


Majesty’s ship “ Conflict” 


Sept. 10 | On charges of slave-trading brought 


Sept. 


Sept. 


Oct. 14 
Oct. 


Oct. 21 


Oct. 21 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 
Oct. 


21 


Oct. 21 


10 | Spanish Governor's Decree 


against Consul Campbell. In- 

closing his orders to Commander 

Close 

for- 
bidding any public worship, save 
that of the Roman Church, at 
Fernando Po 

“Orion” and French emigration 
scheme. Commander spies re- 
port 

Boarding of “ Fenus” by I 
jesty’s ship “ Antelope” 

Report on Slave Trade on the West 
Coast of Africa .. 

Slave Trade at the Gallinas and in 
the neighbourhood of the River 
Pongas and Moanda Bay 

Detention and liberation of United 
States’ brig “ Caroline.” Use of 
American and French flags in 
Slave Trade : 

Boarding of “ Ellen,” United States’ 
vessel. 

Boarding of “ ‘B.A. ‘Chase,” United 
States’ vessel. 

- Boarding of “ Venus,” United States" 
vessel. Difficulties met with by 
naval officers in the suppression 
of the Slave Trade ee 

Movements of French emigrant 
barque “Stella.” Capture of 
“Lydia Gibbs,” “ St. Andrew,” 
“ Governor of Paris,” “ Mary 
Elizabeth. ” "Escape of “ Put- 
nam,” with 600 slaves on beard . 


b 2 


fer Ma- 


x1 


Page 


217 


228 


229 


229 
239 
241 


242 


-« 242 


263 


264 


xu. 
No. Date. 
; 1858 

237. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Sept. 9 
Grey 

238. ” ~ . | Sept. 13 

239. » ” -|July 4 

240. - - . | Sept. 13 

241. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Feb. 11 
to the Admiralt: 

242. Lieutenant Hodgkinson to the Secretary to | Sept. 19 
the Admiralty 

243. Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the | Sept. 15 
Admiralty 

244. ” ” o. Sept. 16 

245. Commodore Wise te the Secretary to the | Oct. 28 
Admiralty 

246. ” ” -| Oct. 29 

247. Lieutenant Hodgkinson to the Secretary to | Oct. 11 | 
Admiralty 

248. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Oct. 9 
Admiralty (Confidential) 

249. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Nov. 3 
Gre 

250. Gonnsaiec Hunt to. Commodore Wise Nov. 14 

251. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Nov. 4 
Admiralty 

252. Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the | Dec. 1 
Admiralty 

253. » ” Dec. 5 

254. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary | Nov. 12 
to the Admiralty 

265.. ” » ««| Nov. 11 

256. ” ” ++| Nov. 13 

257. n ” . | Nov. 12 

258. ” » + | Nov. 12 

nT 
289. Commander Hunt'to ‘Admiral Harvey —_—.. | Dec. 31 
Noy. 


260. Ca Anderson ‘to the Secretary to the 
Mdmiselty 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Oct. 21 
Oct. 22 


Dec. 

Dec. 31 
Dec, 31 
Dec. 


Susszcr. Page 
Report on French pm on scheme 
oe conducted on the West Coast of 
Africa... 265 


Inclosing copies of his correspon- 
dence with the Commander of 
United States’ ship of war “Ma- 


rion,” respecting use of American 
flag by slavers re ++ 267 
Slave ‘Trade on West Coast of 


Africa. Proceedings of the French 268 
Vessels which have sailed for Cuba, 

General information respecting 

Slave Trade on West Coast of 


Africa, and suggestions .. -. 269 
Report on Slave Trade on African 

station os ee oe ee 271 
Boarding of American brigantine 

“« Rufus Soulé” . “5 +. 276 
Boarding of American ship “ Wan- 

derer” .. <6 ee +o 277 
Boarding of “ Ellen” F +. 277 
Prustitucion of United States’ flag. 

Lise of vessels sailed for Cuba .. 277 
Slave Trade carried on from French 

possessions in the Gaboon - 280 


Capture of brigantine, supposed to 
be the “ Rufus Soulé,” no colours 
or papers, 
“Viper” .. oe ar te 

Further inquiry into charge of slave- 
trading against Consul Campbell's 
relatives .. = or ee 

Slave Trade and other proceedings 
on West Coast of Africa . ° 

French ship “Phenix” shipped 
slaves from Liberian territory, 
contrary to the laws of that Re- 
public. Correspondence between 
Commodore Wise and Commander 
Hunt respecting Slave Trade .. 289: 

Withdrawal of crew of the “ Brune” 
frem Lagos Bar, on account of 
fever. Proposal to replace them 
by Kroomen, with. European 
officers .. de i ve 

Further intelligence _ respecting 
“ Phosnix.” It is expected that a 
French force has proceeded to 
Monrovia . ee ve ee 

Detention of United States’ brig 
“ Caroline.” Copy ef letter from 
Governor of Sierra Leone re- 
specting claim of master for com- 
pensation , we oe ss 

Capture of “ Mary Elizabeth,” by 

er Majesty's ship ‘“ Heron.” 
Correspondence between Commo- 
dore Wise and Commander Brent, 
of the United States’ Navy - 803 

French emigration scheme . - 310 

Detention of “ Caroline” by Com- 
mander Hunt, of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Alecto” .. ie ais 

On the suppression of the Slave 
Trade . 


y Her Majesty’s ship 
280. 


280: 


298- 


300: 


P ae -. 812 
Correspondence between Commo- 
one ise and Spanish Vice-Con- 
sul at Accra, Tespecti boardi 
of “Don Juan. Seem from 
Commanders of Her Majesty's 
i and 
«» 316 
the 
eo. 318 


LIST OF PAPERS.: xiii 


No ’ '-"}) Date. | Receipt. Susrect. . Page 
1858 | 1859 
261. Lieutenant Simpson to the Senior Officer | Sept. 21| Jan. 11] United States’ brigantine “ Henry” 
West Coast of Africa boarded by Her er" wr 
“Pluto” . 
262. Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the | Oct. 4/Jan. 11] Barque “ Hazard,” under United 
Admiralty os States’ colours, “boarded by an 
officer of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Medusa” “8 
263. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Nov. 23| Jan. 12] Slave Trade in Rio Pongas. Mrs. 
Admiralty Lightbourne 320 
264. ” ” --| Nov. 27| Jan. 20] Forwarding copy of letter to Sir F. 
Grey respecting Slave Trade in 
1859 the Gallinas ie . 821 
265. Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the | Jan. 17| Jan. 21] Reply of Commander Hunt to 
Admiralty charges brought against him: by 
American Government in the case 
of the “ Caroline” 322 


266. Governor Hill to Sir E. B. Lytton .. -»| Jan. 22| Jan. 24 — the cargo of the “ Caro- 
323 
267. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Jan. 18| Feb. 11| Destruction of Bendo by French 





Grey steamers “Grondeur” and “Arabe,” 
and measures to protect British 
subjects . 325 
268. ” ” .-| Jan. 19| Feb. 11 | Movements of West Coast of Africa 
squadron, aud Slave Trade in 
those parts 327 
269. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Jan. 16| Feb. 11 | Commander Close’s visit to Mrs. 
Admiralty -Lightbourne’s barracoons in Rio 
Pongas . .. 328 
270. ” ” --| Jan. 15 | Feb. 12 | Spanish vessel “ Don Juan” .. 330 
271. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Jan. 16| Feb. 23] Shipment of negroes from West 
Grey Coast of Africa, under French 
1858 emigration scheme 330 
272. Lieutenant Simpson to the Senior Officer | Dec. 11 | Mar. 1 | United States’ barque « Panchita” 
West Coast of Africa boarded by Her Majesty's ship 
1859 “ Pluto” .. 331 
273. Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Feb, 2) Mar. 12 | Slave Trade on West Coast of Africa 
Admiralty during 1858 332 
274. Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Jan. 25 | Mar. 14 | Capture of the Chief Caulker, who 
Grey ; planned destruction of factories at 
the Sherbro ve 337 
275. Commodore Wixe to the Secretary to the | Feb. 18| Mar. 14 | Kosoko's preparations for ‘attacking 
Admiralty Lagos. Suggestion that “ Brune” 
1858 should remain within the Bar .. 338 
276. Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to| Dec. 15| Mar. 15 | United States’ barque “J. W. 
the Admiralty Reid” boarded in River Congo, 
1859 by Her Majesty's ship “ Conflict” 340 
277. Commander Close to the Secretary to the | Feb. 7 | Mar. 15 | United States’ brigantine “ Fannie” 
Admiralty boarded by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Trident,” in Sierra Leone har- 
bour : +» 340 
278. Captain Sanderson te the Secretary to the | Feb. 5] Mar. 15 | Nameless brig, cap’ aptured. ‘by Her 
Admiralty Majesty's ship “ Archer,” in Brass 
river ° 
279. Comymodore Wise to the Secretary to the | Feb. 16] Mar. 16 | Unfounded charges of Slave Trade 
Admiralty Sone by King Urah Towl 
inst French merchant in Rio 
unez.. . 341 
280. The Seeretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham- | Mar.,31 | Mar. 31 | Commander Hunt's explanation re- 
mond —_ boarding of the mes 
‘ship enix” .. os 342 





EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


1 


1858 
281. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary july. 20 Aug. 28 | Capture of a Portuguese dhow ty 
to the Admiralty er oe Malet. bie a nyt on alg 
ug Stes Me Leod en 
sound que. 348 
282. Commander Gordon to Rear-Admiral Sir F. | Aug. #3 | Oct. 8 | French as “Marie et faa 
Grey boarded by Her pes fun 
; a Guard lan from 
48) 9UTY “ m” to protect Consul at 


sewers 348 
283, Randi FG Sct t- 19 | Nov. tl sg: ee of Réunion. 
to the Admiralty ee: b free cmlgration system... 349 


Fit 





ty 
Ay 


« 


. Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


286. 


287. 
288. 


289. 
290. 
291. 


292. Commodore Edgell to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


Date. 
1858 


Oct. 


+ | Oct. 


-| Oct. 
.| Dee. 


19 


16 


- 24 


- 19 
. 19 


24 
6 


1859 


| Jan. 


Keb. 


17 
4 


MOST OF PAPERS. 


Receipt. 
1858 
Dec. 31 


Dec. 31 


Mar. 3 





\ 


Sussecr. Page 
Capture of “ Flor de Mogamb: 
and “ Esperanza.” Pro 
of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” 
ing ot ‘Marie et Celine” 
and “ Eléonore” by Her Majesty's 
ship “Lyra ;” and “ Alfred,” by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Persian” .. 
Report from Commander Oldfield 
of boarding of French ships 
‘Marie et Celine” and “Eléo- 
nore”, 
Relative to request ‘of King of Jo- 
hanna for a supply of arms. &e. . 357 
Report of proceedings at Tamatave 
in Madagascar, and information 
respecting French ase 
scheme : 
Proceedings at Angoxa, i in Mozam- 
bique Channel 363 
Report of Commander Oldfield on 
French emigration scheme 371 
Boarding of French vessel “ Alfred ee 
by Her Majesty's ship “ Persian” 
Massacre at Jeddah. French de- 
signs and Slave Trade. Cuaptain 
Seymour's report . is 


ings 
. 352 


353 


355. 


358 


. 872 


372 


NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION. 


1 =, 
293. Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary | Apr. 


to the Admiralty 


294. 


295. ” 
296. Commedore Kellett to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


297. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 


gerald 
298. Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


299. 


300. Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty : 

301. 

302. Commander Vesey to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 


303. Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


304. Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty 

305. Vice- Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary 
to the Admiralty 


306, 


” 


Apr. 


June 


June 


June 


June 


1858 


6| May 6| Capture of a Spanish schooner by 


7| May 7 


26 


29 


ao © 


21 


May 19 


June 38 
June 16 


June 16 


June 16 


June 16 
June 16 


July 3 
July 3 


July 5 
July 6 


July 14 


Her Majesty's ships “ Jasper” and 
“Suyx;”’ and of a aid without 
name or colours .. 

Arrangement of cruizers on Cuban 
coast. Crew of United States’ 
ship “Susquehanna” suffering from 
yellow fever, and received into 
Jamaica Naval Hospital . 377 

Dispositions made hia Cuban 
Slave Trade te : 

Capture of slaver “ Cortes,” ot New 
York, no colours or papers, by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Forward” 

Extracts from log of Her Majesty's 8 
ship “ Jaseur," on Cuban coast 

Letter from Commander Vesey. re- 
porting proceedings of Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “Styx” on coast of 
Cuba : 

Report from Lieutenant Davies, ‘of 
Her Majesty's ship “ Forward," of 
capture of “ Cortes,” which has 
been condemned in Vice-Admi- 
ralty Court at Jamaica .. 

The “Forward” sent to Port Roy: al, 
Jamaica. Case of “ Cortes” .. 388 

Cuban Slave Trade oe -. 384 

“N. W. Borden,” “Huntress of 
Charleston,” —‘* Mobile,” &e., 
boarded on suspicion of assuming 
a flag to which they were not en- 
titled 

Proceedings relative to complaints 
made against Her Majesty's cruizers 
on Cuban coast .. 

Condemnation of the “ Cortes” 


376 


- 382 


385 


387 
- 391 


Orders issued respecting the visiting 
of vessels bearing the United 
States’ flag 

Slave Trade and British cruisers on 
coast of Cuba. “ Devastation” 
sent there. . ae oe “s 


399 


“393 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Date. 
1858 


307. Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary | July 1 


308. 
309. 


to the Admiralty 


310. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 


gerald 


311. Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the 


312. 


313. 


314. 


315. 


316. 
317. 


Admiralty 


318. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitz- 


319. 


gerald 


Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary 


to the Admiralty 


-| July J4 
-» | July 14 


July 30 
July 7 
July 26 
Aug. 9 
Aug. 10 


Aug. 10 


Aug. 18 
Aug. 26 


Receipt. 
1858 


xv 


Page 


Scssecr. 


July 14| Proceedings of “Styx” and “ Buz- 


July 27 
July 27 


July 31 


Aug. 2 


Oct. 11 
Nov. 


4| Boarding of Spanish brig “‘ Erme- 


zard” on coast of Cuba. Visiting 
vessels in port of Sagua. Boarding 
of suspected slavers by Com- 
manders Vesey and Peel 
Commander Vesey's proceedings off 
Cuban coast oi ee -- 398 
Commander Verey's proceedings. 
Boarding the “ N. W. Borden,” 
“ Mobile,” and other American 
vessels. * oe oe 
Explanations regarding boarding of 
certain American vessels by British 
cruizers .. rr iss os 
Proceedings of United States’ squa- 
dron on Cuban coast be 
Receipt of orders respecting boarding 
of American suspected slavers. 
Withdrawal of Her Majesty's 
cruizers from Cuban coast -. 418 
Conciliatory letter from Commander- 
in-chief of United States’ home 
squadron 
Espionage on 


397 


404 


409 
412 


° ee - 414 
American vessels in 
port of Havana. Letter from 
Consul-General Crawford .. 414 
Vessels boarded by Her Majesty's 
ships “ Forward,” “ Skipjack,” and 
“Jasper.” Extracts of orders to 
cruizers respecting Slave Trade . 
Evidence in the case of the “ Cortes” 
Returns of vessels boarded by Com- 
manders of ‘ Basilisk” and *‘ Ja- 
seur,” off Cuba .. os vs 
Proceedings of Her Majesty's ship 
“ Buzzard” on Cuban coast . 440 


415 
424 


435 


sinda” by Her Majesty's ship 


“Styx” .. «. 442 


SOUTH-EAST COAST OF AMERICA STATION. 


320, Vice-Admiral Wallis to the Secretary to the 


Admiralty 


321. Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the 


322. 


Secretary to the Admiralty 


” ” 


1858 


1858 


Mar. 6| Apr. 20 | Slave Trade on South-East Coast of 


Oct. 25| Dec. 7] Brazilian vessel “ Santo” fitted out 


+.| Nov. 8| Dec. 7] Attempt to introduce slaves into 


America .. 445 


for Slave Trade .. ree 445 


North Brazil, by way of Guyana, 446 
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Her Mejesty’ Acting Judge to the Earl of Clarendon. {Raat April im ) 


on 2. Spain.) 
Sierra Leone, February 1, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the @ account 
sales” of the Spanish barque “ Conchita,” which was condemned in the British and 
Spanish Mixed Court of Justice on the 7th of November last, 
The net proceeda of the sale of ‘this vessel, niiger as 3 to the sum of 
1,6882. 15s. Ofd., have been paid. into the treasury-chest of this colony; and a 
receipt for the above amount from’ the senior a aumeabli officer napa penics the 
inclosed accounts. hoes ete Bi), has “* 
a en ee ave, be. 
» a; ¥ re ae gue G. eee 
Hak & | 
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\ -Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

4 ! 

GENERAL huesiiens showing net preven of the Bale of the Hull, Tacklo, A ‘Barviiane, seh Stores of 
the 


ish barque “Conchita,’ condemned in the British and ie ned Court of Jetien, for the 
' prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves,, on she ath day of November, 1857. 


oi cade nN ; ‘5 
ot ‘ . . & d. 
jistenta ncammabtidie ie a ee ee = ,188 2 BB 
Dissunsemenrs :— ee : eg 7 
Ty Sh bar nopk coneabeiis in tonaebl st sales -» £7611 8 
To,amount of contingent expenses, vis. :— 





Customs duties and charges... ....' @117 210 ©" | 
arvoors seporing oe " ae oi "al PRB os RE tutes 7 
: ped. Ss ; 
_— t ca “et 29 8.0: is . 
; o forward 55.) we 168 84 Ten 8. 9188 2, 8 
oy car -3 BAP a . 
[231] Crass A. iy. . ao Bo 


% 


SIERRA LEONE. 














£ a. da £s. £ « ad. 
az Brought forward. cnet pegee veg ns ound 68.3 —4-—. 76-18 --- 2,188-. 2 iD 
Labourers employed in landing cargo. 18 60 . 
Other expenses oo --, 4616 6 
——— 233 :5 10 
' Amount of Marshal's account . ee - 18910 2 | 
. 499 7 8 
Net proceeds . az “e oe 1,688 15 Of 
Amounting to the sum of one aseates six rapa an — —_ _— shilling and three farthings. 
Sierra Leone. cy 20, 1858. 2 
(Signed) R. A. OLDFIELD, 
Acting Commissioner of Appointment and Sale. 
G. Sxecton, Her Majesty's Acting Cenlons ee 
Wm. Smitn, Registrar. 

Account Saves of the Hull, Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, and Stores of the Spanish barque ‘Conchita,’ 
condemned in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, for the prevention of ry illicit Traffic im _' 
Slaves, on the 7th day of Morente | 1857. j 

5 Amount. 
; ; &£a da. 
‘ I sail ° ary oe | J. Peter .. oe 210 

1. ditto os ee oe -+| T.Cole «.. oe 100 

1 ditto at an: Sh vow A jee| ©: Rickman. |; 200 

1 awning ... ee ee ",+ | W. Johnson ° 05 0 

1 sail o oe ve -»| J. Shaw ..- ee 010 0 

1 awning .. és ve .-| J. W. George oe 050 

1 sail . . oe . | A. Pratt .. ee 0s 0 

1 ditto ‘. we } ‘ | J. B. Pratt . of ,2°7°' 0 

l ditto. gs ie o 4] W. Lewis . | .1 00 

‘I ditto . a is »+| J. Shaw... oe oi: 0 
’ 1 ditto “9 «eo oe «-[J.MeFoy.. |... 012 0 

2 ditto ae ee we -+| C. Hazel rg ee 100 . 

‘1 ditto vem Ayes til ee wt) Meee | W. Johnson yh jee . 0 id oO ye 

2 ditto “ata ee oe ae} J. Mc Foy . es 12 0 ~ 

1 ditto oe oe oe e+] T. Valentine ‘ $16 0... “ Fi 

1 ditto’ .. ‘ ie ..| J. Mc Foy .. aie Ls. Os eae 

ag , 1 ditto. oe ! aah itd oe ae Cc Blackwick oe 15 0 x tae 
jou vay 2 ditto . eocny eke yee] R. Peter... 0) ceeds O 8 6 ot 1 
Paeres hee?! 1 ditto. 0 Shai we lig ge W. Lewis .. ‘iyree ia 60 Dey hs hey ee Ngee, 
: 2- ditto ‘ oe ‘ee Cc. Blackwick i cad @: ne 5 0 ! Ferree 
‘6 boat-sails and awning. “ ++ | J. Thomas.’ 68 6 ee 
hate 1 lot rigging ° vet tigate Hest J. Jarrett 2. by p Bre Qk cet 
bass 1 ditto .. ee p Vole 1) we] Wy Johnsen ot ae five 2 0 edd Vea 
Bp ite 3 hee si ewan te, 4 y pee] C. Hazctborg 5). + 3.6 He aah deploys 
< running at «| A. Pike .. a 1 @ GE. th last 

1 di » _ 420 Ibs., at --| C, Hazelborg §. +. aye ee : 

1 ditto 300 Ibs. at 34, + oo] J.B. Pratt . o 41 6 0 

yy" oT lot blocks ee betes ee| T. Valentine be 017 0 
so 78 * 166 oe ‘a -»| H. Lumpkin oe 017 0 

9 ditto ‘e oo Cer eietemee ae aylor.-.- 23 6 

7 broken spars and booms oe * we ker ... oe 030 

9 ae ee jee jet | We Lewis .. on $89 0 

2 ditto oe s ‘ .»| J. Thomas , er 046 ; 

2 iron davits ve[ Je Shaw ow ee 7 Oy 
baer SON le rang ging, 47 in 14, oo[ J. Thomas 2°) Fay "9 18 ag ee 
whe haw tes wile’ |W. Lewis.) ee $12 0 7 

Seal Oat yg Pony Me sash 4 © oe Br gy. Qe res 

5 demijohns rams" we «| R. Pollen .. 318 0 ' 

y 5 ditto se oa ie .| J. B, Pratt .. si 314 0) 
. B ditt ., we ee be) oe} Ditto oe HAY Pe 8 14 OO ; 
_ Bditto .. is oe + ee] W. Johnson ee} £81400 Vie 

Bdito .. lg. on + ito bINOO set teh, Bae Ee 

S ditto ., i ee | ee] Thomas Hughes." ..) ; 3:15 0. | 
° 5 ditto ee ee ee, ciye tto . OO ils Lo he ' 3 15 0 

Coen Vewttat 0 en, ees A Reeth = “yas ob 4 7 

rum, 99 gallons, at 3s: 2id- | ..| W.E.Cole.”’ | 4.|., 1517 (7% ‘ 

1 ditto 10% » . » se ». «| Ditto eo! | || 16 19 10 

1 ditto 87 ” ” Be. 2d. weer Ditto ee ee 18 16 6 

‘IT ditto 98 . » Se. . “4 «| T. Coker .. rate 1418 J ‘ 

t ditto ' 97} w ’ "ib Se. léd. s ee J. Gabriel - oe ‘s 16 4 8 

b ditto 102» =» 1 -+ | Jas, Torner oh 1818-8, 

° ms 














_ SIERRA LEONE. 
Account Gales of the Hull, Tackle, &c.—continued. 
Articles, | ‘Purchaser. 
a) W. ulnar 


1 pipe rum, 98 i at Se. Id. .)) G.I Pe rn ir) 
a. Mito ” (95 - at 3s. ld. |. | Thos. Jarrett: ©... 











1 ditt (83 yy «at 3a. 1d.. ‘we! Ditto ee tl we 
1 ditto 86 , at 31d. | ..}' Ditto to: BIS Bh: ie 
1 ditto ‘95 4 . at 3s. " ‘s.] W. Thomas it oe 
1 ditto 89 4 + at-3e.  ye{ J. Thomas.. ° a 
1 ditto -62 4» | at 9s." :. «| Ditto ae ee 
1 barrelrum,20 ,, at 3s. i ge] Ditto ee “7 
1: ditto 22 y ‘at 2s 1ld.'. «| L. Nichol... .,.. 
1 ditto 18 » at 2:1ld.;, ..| Ditto w. .i ee 
1 ditto 22 , at 2. 1ld.: |..] Ditto we: a, Hens 
1° ditto, 18 , ,.at 21ld.;,. ..] Ditto ag aise 
1 ditto. 20) 4, , at 2a Lid. oof — Wilson. oj oye 
1 ditto 20 » ;at3e § .: «..| J. Brown .. ae 
1 ditto 20 , . at-3.1d. | ..| Jas. Turner... - er 
1 ditto 20 , at 3, _* ..| Ditto wen te 
1 ditto : 15) yy | at Qe tld; 4.) J. Dixon .. oe 
1 ditto 14 y» at Qe lid, | ..] Ditto cece) iuiicee 
6 demijohns rum =... eo. ; oof H. Williams . 
5 ditto ° oe. wel ts : ee Ditto ee ee 
5 ditto “a cerci 2?) cel De Shaw os fe ee], © 
1 — er gallons, at 30° 1) ws] W. Lewis... tse. 
1 ” at 32.. », 2] Ditto * Vee 
1 pt "9 » at3s 7! wol-J. Turner . ; 
1 ditto 96° » at $s.....¢) : oa] J.Cole .. a 
1 ditto 106 , | at 3s... .:; | | J. McFoy .., es 
1. ditto 96» _ at 8a +31} |. «| L. Nichol . é 
1 ditto 96,,, at3e: 77, ..|J.Cole .. ae 
1 ditto 893 » at 3... . | J. Gabriel... © 
"2 ditto 97) , at Sa; ot oof. Pyne .. ete 
id ditto 103°, at 3%. .}'...| H. Cummings , 
1 ditto 100 , at 3s. | «| T. Hughes... 
1 ditto 80» at 3e. -.| J. Thomas .;.,.. 56]: 
1 ditto 80 ” at 3s. - 14 we Ditto geccltat tee 
1 ditto 62 y» at 3s. «=. . 4} Ditto asecuminns, wae 
1 ditto 62 , at Se ‘| ..| Ditto acon cated ae 
1 barrel rum,20 » at 3s. 1a »-| J. Mc Foy. oe] 
1 ditto 21 ,, at 3s. 1d.: .. «| Ditto is el. 
1 ditto 21} ,, at Se. Id.:.' ..| W. Thomson’.,: En ef 
1 dito 26 ,» (at Se. ».4- | J. Shaw .. ool. 
‘1 dito 20 , at 3% |: | «| Ditto BE 0s ‘a 
- 1 ditto 20 4. at 3 +, 4.) W. Thomson. ae 
40 rolls tobacco .. «ewe T. Valentine ‘es 
20 ditto, .. oe ae +. | H. Williams ae 
40 ditto . ., e+} W. Johnson — ‘esl, 
80 ditto, 4 lots of 20 each, at 1332. per lot .| T. Valentine | | ..|. 
60 ditto . ditto at 1349. :\,, «»| Ditto ve oe 
80 ditto ditto . at 183s. ,, ...| Ditto ae "ae 
- 80 ditto ditto - at13le,,, ».| W. Johnson ..,,. ..]-° 
* 80 ditto ditto at 132s. ,...| T. Valentine .;,:).. 
80 ditto ditto at 1847, ,, ..| Ditto a0 Bin ge 
. 100 ditto, 5 lots of Sanh, at 1859.' 4, «| Ditto. ty ae 
20 ditto oe put eo (f wef WeCole” sein atiwed 
20 ditto ve J. Wilson oo. 1 bendy 
. 80 ditto, 4 lots of 20 each, at 133s. per lot... T. Valentine... ;.-), : ee}. 
: 160 gor haa sere Ditto oe ee 
Lot of beso repo J. a reer a. Sevgdy 


1 water atk containing bread tk “E oo] We Lewis wef bias oe 








1 ditto a we: fen 4 Jove Ditto aie... Taal deen 
Iditto. .. racy i, ee] Ditto. o . os 
1 ditto .. ag 1 oof Ditto 8 ee 
3 1 ditto oe ee. ee Ditto ot ee ee 
1 barrel calavances .. (| oof J. Joaque .. ae 
1 ditto oe oe _t ve] J. Bannister.» |. 
1 ditto ee ee : { | H. Lumpkin. cage: 
1 ditto eis ee caedied tt wef Te Coker wa sje 
1 lot slave deck ae | a] J. Bannister) 5. 
1 barrel containing wine se | ee | G. Pyne... lags vee 
1 ditto rice .. ee Moco Ul, eof De Shilling... uae 
1 ditto flour : oe eet as |. ee J. B. Pratt», re as 
"1 ditto sugar | ve neh, ee! Ge Sheppard sate 
1 ditto ditto ee ea 2 i oe itto ee, oe 
1 chest carpenters’ tools ee ! as] J. Williams tia“ ag 


I berrel poualaing ieskst eet | wef We Johnson“. 


- ‘ 
‘ 
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- SIERRA LEONE. 


Account Sales of the Hull, Tackle, &c.—continwed. 











4 barrel garlic ie ‘0 
6 demijohns (broken)... 
* | funnel, T fa? 8 ork diva 
ans, 2 oil rs, 2 wooden. spoons, 
‘I tin dish, and sundries 
4 iron pots and 1 jar tar 
1 box containing carpenters’ tools, tails, kee, 
2 weinclenehaly 3 jars, and 1 pe ye 


4 


; one oe aS, Looe 
c ip pp ae 
ae base 
See fe eS 





‘6 ditto =. wet 





6b ditto ..° oe sae 4 ee 
B ditto. et ee ae 
Bditto ce ee 
5 ditto oo oe : eo! oe 
& ditto. ee ee ae ‘08 
6 ditto eel: 


9 coffeetmills, mortar ‘and ‘pestle, ‘1 'box 
gr ee 1 —, p i 
cups, I oil-jar, and sun omall urticles 

FE box containing candles: ™ 

1 oil-feeder, 1 coffee-pot, 1 ‘soup-tureen, 
13 tin cups, and 1 strainer . + we 

t ey en SE Soe te 

I roll duck . 

1 knife-box, 5 knives 4 spoons, ry Yorks, 
1 candlestick, and beg 


1 Anerdid barometes... ee hag 
‘1 compass .. oe yee. ty 
Kdito =... ve sat hs as 
I ditto. aise ee or 
1 ditto A oar 


Bl glasses, I tea-pot, 7 ‘decanters, "olaret- 
jug, und 1 ‘cruet-stand 
2' glass binnacle-lamps, 4 washbant ‘ beine 
2 chambers, 24 plates, “© dishes, 1 
*  fdnnel,and a cannister ° 
1 hour-glass, 4 log-glasses, 28: rail ie. 


* 1 brass speaking-trumpet why [toe 





4 Foe ‘ "ee 
5 muskets ee oe oe 
I box fruit , eee : 
1 case wine. , oo iw 


2 kegs fish ve we 
. 1 barrel containing salt :*:- . 
1 fordeel bee al : 
rel and 1 salt es 
Bai a yore 
2ditto .. me 4 ee 
. 2ditto  .. oe jstee 
1 box fish .. Weg va ha TE Tie 
1 ditto oe ‘oe eos) * ee 
lditto .. od ve '( ) | A. Farrah . 
Ee eee eee: 2 we oe 
1 hawser, old | rope and rigging PP a a 
1 chronometer aa be har 
oo . ‘e een 
Hes cage “f i nine. ee aie 
nd lot iron U ib agi 
oe eo ates pyeweenan 
itto eo! JE Eat | ae jurst 
fron reds, and old iron .. «| Jas. Decker. 
i ines amd reels and hand TeadsTine ae ca Hughes. « « i ee 
3 bexate ves, wa i, ee si ‘ee 
& ditto a ws "iy EEE oe Ditio ‘om 
5 ditto ae a a ian BEE ere Ase = ies 
5ditto .. oe Lye, ev oe itto 
5 ditto ee _ ee eo] Ditto . 
1 lot fish .»| W. Davis . 


W. Johnson 
W. Broler .. 
L, Nichol-*.. 


RB. Pratt *. 
G. Hearn’... 
J. Johnson’. . 
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. SIERRA LEONE. 5 
Account Sales of the Hull, Tackle, &c.—continued. 






Articles. 








1 trunk containing samples cloves ’ 5323 
| sulin. «1 pO ge 015 0 
1 medicine-chest fret Ug, 015 0 
1 bag nuts .. re ee We 
5 water-casks - ig BF ee BE PGS ci a 
S ditto. 2 Cees oe ‘tne 
SO ae *, ae. © eee ks Sas 
7 ditto .. ‘ : es fe 
in os rs =F : : ; 
see : j ee 0 
are —_ ne pte gee 5 0 0 
10 ditto... oe see 
10 ditto. ja Lt ee +t ie 
13 ditto... pies soa a7 °° 
ditto ogee t's 70 
1 ie at we ee 200 
1 ine Cat ae? 26 0 
red hand - ° 
. —_ i ee Maire /1140- 
Qditto .. rete ates . Si ° 
3 barrels contain: wine wet ed ey ‘as 
10 bones jam . _ a Prvctha * ee 
10 boxes jam « oi incre tenho 018 0 
10 ditto. ea, EE lew a a 6 
10 ditto ne oe ae ae 018 0 
10 ditto eee ee ny 018 0. 
ion Z eee | 0 18.0 
6 ditto eee 011 0 
Half-barrel pees. Co lr? ae “O38 
1 barrel bread a ae ae “338° 
1 lot chains... ‘ si ae 
- - oe en t,. tae. 
en a. 2h 8 0 
1 ditto Raia ge Se be 14. 
1 dito’ 79 5 at2. 2°: :.. oie 8 - 
1 @itto 100 4, at2s.6d.:"., cae | 
1 ditto 103, at2.6d. ' .. Bits 3? 
1 ditto = “eine ©? 5, nie eo 
1 dite 100 5, atde8d°’... es 
1 dito 94 5 at2. 8d" .. i 
1 Witte 96. 5, etd Rhos. sie 2 
1 ditto 93 }, at%8d .. is 8 0 
1'' ditto 90 4» at%8h-° .. aO8 
1 dito 92 | at @''°.. ea 
1 ditto 85 ,, at'2s.8d.'!.. ae : 
1 dito 82 |, at2e@d.-'°.. oak 
1 ditto 80 », ‘ at'Dsn 8d.) °:. cia @ 
7 oe Es. eee | 1013 4 
1 dito 94° | at Qe. 8d. : o10 8 
1 dito 94  et28dh' °:, 13 10 8 
» 1 ditto 86- .. at 2s 8d. res 
1 dite 80 at 28d! oc, 1013 4 
1 dite 42: 5, -at2.eh |... rae 
1 dite 86 5 at28h"<.. . a4 
.1 dite 86 », et. 8h ’.. aes 
A ditt: 73 5, --at®e. da. '/-.. a 
1 dito 73 5, at 208d ¢°2. 14 e 
1 ditto 90 , at2e.&d. |°.. ca 0 
1, dito, 90 » at%.10a!' .. iso 
1 ditto 82 4, at 10d.!' .. nis 4 
1 dito 82) 4, . at.2e.10d. *... it 12 4 
1 ‘dito ef , at®n 10d... in 4 
-1 ditto 98 5 at2e10a.| .. ‘aos 
1 ditto 66 4. at2.10d.' . oe O° 
1 dito 68 at 2¢.10d.! a 
tto 66 : ; 
5 den one Pe at 20, 10d. a6 ry ae oO 
5 dito’ .. ' sg a ty 3-0 9 
> eo ohh 6" ee & 
B ditto ;. es ie hee, o% te :o 
6 ditto © *s a ee. CG ee a} 10.0 
tii “a er gr ites 21123 | ie 
B dito ., aes ree 30 @ 
1 barrel rum 71 ply tt or ; 
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Account Sales of the Hull, Tackle, &c.—continued. 



















60 ditto, 3 lots of 20 e 
40. ditto, 2 lots of 20 
20. rolls tobacco 

60 ditto, 8 lots of 20 each, & 
20 rolls tobacco -. aa 


° ditto. .. oe yt { 
1 sail os oe 7 \ ee 
I ditto... oe “wi : naa an 
1 ditto J oe ee , eel. oe 
I ditto |... “ oe 
l ditto, .. es oe oe 
1. ditto “% oe oe se 
1 ditto e oe ve on 
1 ditto ve ve t ee 
1 ditto ee on ee oe 
l ditto’ .. “0 ae ate 
1 ditto wwe ae oe oe 
1 ditto oe oe. hee ee 
1 ditto oe aie ee ° 
1 ditto oe - ve ee 
1 ditto ‘ oe ° 
ditto oe on . 
. ditto <e oe ee oo 
1 ditto als se sie ee 
2 awnings oe ee 
1 pipe rum, 90 gallons, Qe. = er gallon . 
1 ditto ditto oe 
1 ditto ditto a af 
1 ditto ditto ditto - —.. 
1 ditto ditto ditto “ 
1 ditto ditto ditto ee 
1 ditto ditto ditto | oe 
1 ditto ditto ' ditto =| 
l_ ditto ditto ditto $8 
1 ditto 98 gallons ditto oe 
1 hogshead rum, 40 gallons, at 2s. 8d. .. 
1 ditto 40 » at2s.8d. ,, 
1 ditto 40 ,» at2s8d. .. 
1 ditto 40 » at2s8d. -.. 
1 ditto 40 » at2e8d. .. 
1 ditto 40 » at228d. ., 
1 ditto 48 » at2Qn1ld. ., 
1 ditto 48 , atQeaild. ., 





H. Williams 
Thos. Coker | 
C. Pyne .. 
T. Valentine 
J. Gabriel . 
Ditto oe, 


J. Harris .. 
J. Thomas.. 


4 


J. Harris .. 
C. Hazelborg 
M. Lewis .. 
— Brown... 
— Spurrell 
W. Easman 
— Spurrell 
— Brown , 
Ditto ee 
— Spurrell 
J. Harris .. 
W. Lewis .. 
a Calleaghan 


J. Evens 
Captain Callaghan 
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NVAAAGaa 
SCARMABAAD 


-_ 


OlS@ewmanem 


Articles. Purchaser. Amount. 
&£e d. 
1 barrel rum, * gallons, at 2s. 8d. | J. Macaulay oo 117 4 
1 ditto » =a Qe, Bed. ++] Ditto ee ws 010 8 
1 ditto 3 ” at 2s. &d. --| Ditto oe ! r 114 8 
1 ditto 10 «% at 2s, 84. ++] Ditto as js 168. 
1 ditto 3 « at 2s. 8d. - : ..| Ditto oe yee 112 0 
1 ditto 13 at 29. 8d.., ..| Ditto ia ‘ 114 8 
1 ditto 16 4 at 2s. 8d. +. | Ditto oe, 22 8 
1 ditto 15» at 2s. 8d. , -.| Ditto oe ae 200 
1 ditto 14 5 ~— at 2s. 8d. -+| Ditto te 117 4 
1 ditto 10 » at 2s. 8d. --| T. B. Pratt . . “ 16 8 
1 ditto 14, ~—s at 2s. 8d. --| J. Coker .. oe 117 4, 
1 ditto 18 4»  ~—at 2s. 8d. + | Ditto or 1 2 8 0 
1 ditto 10g +e 2a, Bed. ++ | Ditto oe eet. 1.6 8 
1 ditto 8 ‘sy. at Qe. 8d. ++] Ditto one Qe TEA ; 
1 ditto 9 w : --| Ditto oe wept 1,4 0: . 
1 ditto 8 ne ++| Ditto a ena “yd 405: 
1 ditto EC w «.| Ditto z% eed 4.096 :°O.:* 
20 rolls tobacco W. Lewis .. ie eon’ 1.0. 
20 ditto wey Ditto ee we} 2 : 
20 ditto oe .| J. Jarrett .. is 0; 
20 ditto. .. .| J. Williams. | ‘ is 0% 
30 ditto “6 W. Johuson a MS 
40 ditto T. Valentine ‘ 
20 ditto aa J. Mc Foy.. ° 
40 ditto wie T. Valentine r 
40 ditto ae W. Peter .. ell 
40 ditto “e Ee J. Miller... te 
. 20 ditto oo tt 445| L. Nichol... 
160 ditto, 8 lots of 20 e T. Valentine =.‘ ., 
126 ditto, 6 lots of 20 each) 44 | Ditto. - oe 
20 rolls tobacco + tee ¥i] E. Davis .. oh 
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Account Sales of the Hull, Tackle, &¢c.—continued. 




















Articles. Purchaser. Amount. 
atin £a da 
1 Per rum, “a gallons, at 2z. «| A. pees ee ie 714 4} 
1 ” at 2s. ee Ditto ee 7 (14 4} 
1 an 7 » at 2s. i «| Ditto oo ow 714 44 
1 ditto 57 at 2s. 4 * | Ditto “3 ve 714-4} 
1 ditto 60 , at 2s. Sid. .+| Ditto ea Me Tia 8 2 6 
1 ditto 658 ,, at 2s. . .»| Ditto oe ee 717~«1 . 
1 ditto 68 » at2-.8 e+] Ditto a” ae 7171 
1 ditto 59 4 at 2¢. 84d. ~~ ..| Ditto a 7:19 at 
1 ditto 50 y» at 2s. 74d. - --| C. Taylor .. ¥ 612 3. 
1 ditto 56 » at 2s. 74d. ++| Ditto “a . » 2s Q 
1 ditto 60 ,, at2s. 73d. =...) Ditto =... "' '.. 718 9 
1 ditto 650 ,» at 2.7 ..| Ditto. .-| 612 3} 
1 ditto 56 4 sat 2s.7 ».| Ditto ee oe 78 2 
1 ditto 56 ,, at 22.7 .. | Ditto a oe 78 2 
- 1 ditto 58 » at 22. 74d. .-| Ditto 5 ° 713 5} 
1 ditto 7 at 2e. 72d. -»| Ditto oe oe 018 6} 
1 ditto 7° » at 2s. 74d. . | Ditto... .-| O18 64 
1 ditto 8 w» at 2s. 73d. ..| Ditto ee oe tie? 
es sare a gd oe he, OB 412 74 
7 pi o., nearly empty, 14 galls.,at 2s. 6d.) J. Thomas.. ce 115 0 
Portion of "demolished hail seg ° ..| T. Hughes.. a 120 
Ditto tes ..| J. T. Car .. 8a 0120 . 
Wheel, tiller, and fgure-head “ ..| J. Hammer ‘a 0 8 0 
Lot blocks .. 6 ..| T. Hughes... ae 020 
Lot chain and shackles” J: Decker .. wim 017 0 
Lot mast-bands, iron nous iron bolts, wind- Thomas Hughes “4 260 
lass-handles ‘i ¥ ' 
1 galley and stove .. we .+| Ditto oo -| .1 5 0 
Portion broken hull .. we ..| Ditto ; oe 210 
Ditto xe ae wae me ee ee ee 210 
Ditto ee ve oo ..| J. Barber .. tk 09 0 
Ditto .-| J. Raven . ‘ 018 O 
ie hatches snd two coal-boxes . . +s «| B. Crowther we 03 0 
Lot beams .. se ne ..| R. Coker .. ‘ .0 60 
Ditto ai rie at ..| W. Tilley .. = ee 0 56 6. 
_ Ditto mi i es + | W. Davis .. sts 012 0 
1 capstan .. <= ee , ae] T. Valentine ‘i 090 
l rudder .. ee. oe +, nee] We Lewis .. ee 060 
lwinch .. +» + «| J. Hammer , ‘ie 040 
1 mast and cross-trees | « ..| Ditto a, .08 3.00 
2 pumps ee ve. | ge | Je Coker se 110 0 
Portion broken hull .. oe |' 4.) Ditto a6 ts 315 0 
Ditto ve: ve , ee, >. ee] J. Bannister ve 411 0 
Ditto ae *"| M. Lewis .. A, BES , 
2 portions broken hull. , -.. “, + ee| Ditto sap i ot 6 5 0 
1 windlass .. ety. tae oak we ee Valentine xa ire ahh 011.0 
Lot chain-cable cet te gy we] Ditto oe, : 400 
Ditto ma a cee «, oo] Ds Prete os ol. 47 0 
Ditto as Gia "ee aia ES aoe ‘2 9 10 A ' 
2,950 Ibs. ’ 4 te $i . Lewis .. ee 7616 65 
teehee oe, - . | E. Dixon .. ee 411 0 
oe “tien ges ng 38 oe|J.Shaw .. ss 38 5 0 
_ coe gg Ee gees.” tee 410 
l anchor .,. vs oie «| T. Valentine até 5 00 
Ditto ee ae ok it a Ditto oe 4b ae 610 0 
Ditto = es “ o.| J. Bannister - “'..f "1 0 0 » 
Mast and crose-trees .. ee . we] J. Tilley ., oe 8 1 °0 
Ditto Pr as eg Cokie aa gs 115 0 
Bowsprit .. oe, tee ..| Jas. Peter .. Ade 110 
l anchor .. se oe’ * 4, | T. Valentine ae 26 0 
Boat and oars sig ee ..| Jas. Farmer ri 28 0 
Ditto -«| J. Thomas,. “ 100 . 
‘ Pintals and Gudgeon ry Composition, weigh- - Ditto an we 117 6 


aceneiitie a aia .' Total / €/2,188 2 8§ 


seat Anorning to the sum of two thonsand one yon, and eighty-eight pounds two shillings and ight penoy 
farthings. : 
R. A. OLDFIELD, 
dae Comedia of Appraisement and Sale, 


a +h , 


Sierra Leone, January 29, 1858. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


Account of Contingent Expenecs incurred by R. A. Oldfield in the execution of the Commission of Appraiscment 


and Sale, directed to him on the 7th November, 1857. 


“To Cash paid Collector of Customs for duties, &c. ie ‘a os 


Sierra Leone, January 20, 1858. 


A. Bouceaud, Interpreter for witnesses ve oe 

Collector of Customs admeasuring the vessel . 

Rt. A. Oldfield for maintenance of the crew .. 

Two ie eh etal and in on the wees and eavip- 
ment 

R. A. Oldfield appraising ‘the cargo ° ee 

Pilotage 

Labourers conveying cargo, &e., from wharf to stores, drying 


¢ sails, &c., and allotting out on the days of sale oe ee, 


Store rent 


times, and on shore; together 12 days, at bz. diem 

Customs’ officer, 6 days’ vires at 8s. 4d. . “sm th. @e 

. Landing Clerk on board, at 8e <i ia 
Ditto on shore checking cargo, days, a 4s. "Od. 


S32 3-E 


Conper, 7 days | attending Surveyors ; also on board at sundry . 
~ 2 Deane, Surgeon, for attending master snd coo «e Ure, a 


Ber sa lodgings for cosh of the rene ol. as 


- 
Loe” 
wDOmNWs 


’ — 
eoocorso Of YNH@ 





£233 5 


of 


cooscooo co @00 a5e9o 


10 


sa ili to the sum of two hundred and thirty-three args shillings and ten-pence. 


‘ 


MA RSHA L'8 ACCOUNT. 


For proceeding on board the vessel upon her arrival in amie ascertaining 


particulars, aud reporting same to the 


» ‘ Two copies of the Report sent to ire ; 


» Serving and returning monition .. 


- Citing parties to attend Court —.. “ee 
» Attending Court twice, 132. 4d. each time 
» Taking charge of the vessel from October 2 to December 6, 66 days, at Ge. 


per diem 


» Taking charge ‘of the vessel on being beached for breaking up, from I Decem- 


ber 7 to December 29, 23 days, at 3s. lleias ee . ve 


» Attendance on Surveyors, 7 days 


» Apprchending the crew of one vessel, and keeping them in custody, four : 


persons, at 20. each 


” ee invigging, breaking-up, and demolishing ‘the vessel, 251 tons, 


at 3e. oe 
” een chip keeper and labourers, as per Voucher No.l ~ '..’ oe 
” and men, as per Voucher No.2, se Ag we 
” to ped lbworerseonveying tanya er Voucher No.3 ee oe 
” Ditte 


Sierra Leone, January 20, 1858. 


of the regi: 
and three fa: 


ee ee No.4 .. ee vows 


(Signed) ‘R.A. OLDFIELD, 
io. Acting missioner eens and Sale. 





£a d. 
010 0 
010 0 
‘eLés 
010 0 
168 
19 16 0 
390 
770 
8 00 
3718 0 
69 13 6 
916 0 
5 8 0 
2410 0 
£189 10 2 


poe to the sum of one hundred and eighty-nine pounds ten shillings and two-pence. 





| Tacionies 2in No. 1. 
Receipt. 


a (Signed) .. R. A. OLDFIELD, Marchal. 


British and S; h Mixed Court of Justice, Sierra Leone. 
IN the case of the Spanish vessel ** Conchita,” whereof goes Bayona was master, seized and taken by 
Her —— Majesty's steam-vessel “ Firefly,” George Fiott Day, Esquire, Commander, for illicit Traffic in 
Slaves, 1,688/. 182. , 
"eedeal - 2 26th day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-ci 


Court, the sum of one thousand'six hundred’ and eighty-eight pounds fifteen s 


ht, out 
illings 


Fede age og wala pt lege ge Avenel wad eonee, de seudeds 
have signed three receipts, of the same tenour and date, to serve as one. 


(Signed). ° JAS. A, F. MAITLAND, Acting Commissary-General. 





SIERRA LEONE.  - 9 
3 No. 2. j ' gE S a ‘s 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 19.) 


{No. 4. General.) be, 
My Lord, : Sierra Leone, February 15, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to present to your Lordship my Report on the state of 
the Slave Trade on this coast during the past year, with such information on the 
subject as I have had the opportunity of obtaining. 

During the above period, one case only has been adjudicated by the British 
and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice, established in this Colony for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, that of the Spanish barque “ Conchita,” which vessel was 
condemned by the British and Spanish Court, on the ground of her being equipped 
for the Slave Trade. ; 

The total number of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Courts up to the 31st of 
December, 1857, amount to 532, and the tf number of slaves emancipated and 
registered in those Courts remains the same as at the date of the’last Annual 
Report, viz., 56,935. ~ , . 

The number of cases which have been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty  . 
Court of this Colony curing the past year, is, I regret to say, most unusually large, 
and proves that the Slave ‘Trade, which appeared at the close of 1856 to be almost 
extinct on the West Coast of Africa, has since then sprung up again with renewed 
vigour. 

The number of vessels which were captured on suspicion of Slave Trade during 
1857 by Her Majesty’s cruizers on this coast, and condemned by the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of this Colony, under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73, amounts to fifteen, besides - 
two native launches which were captured on the South Coast. 

Four of those vessels and the launches were captured with slaves on board, 
amounting altogether in number to 942, of whom 160 died before adjudication, 
thus reducing the total number emancipated to 782; the remainder of the above . 
—_ were all fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and. were condemned on that 

round, 

As all the vessels above alluded to were captured without papers or colours, 
I am unable positively to state their nationality, but there can be little doubt that 
the whole of them were Spanish property, the greater part having come out to the 
coast under the American flag, and the flag and papers having been destroyed 
en to capture; the crews of the captured vessels were generally composed of 

paniards and Portuguese. 

Of the above captures, five were made on the Bight of Benin, and the remainder 
on the South Coast. 

A Spanish vessel named the “ Anionic,” and a native canoe captured with 41 
slaves on board, have also been condemned by the Vice-Admiralty Court of this 
Colony during the past year, under the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113. 

The “ Antonio” was detained within British waters at Pram Pram, on the 
Gold Coast, by the orders of Sir Benjamin Pine, the Governor of that settlement ; 
she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and her crew delivered up the vesscl 
voluntarily to the British authorities; the canoe was captured within the waters of 
this colony by Mr. Macartney, the Manager of the Western District, whilst on her 
way from the Sherbro to the north. 

I have not heard of any shipments of slaves having taken place to the north of 
this Colony during the past year, though one or twoslavers, which were subscquently 
captured in the Bight of Benin and on the South Coast, are known to have visited 
the River Pongas, during the carly part of the year; these vessels, although well 
known to be slavers, were protected from capture by the use of United States’ 
. colours and papers, but they were compelled, through the vigilance of Her 
a cruizers, to depart without effecting their object. 

I fear that there can be no doubt that many shipments of slaves have, in spite 
of all the exertions of Her Majesty’s cruizers, taken place during the past year, 
from the Bight of Benin and from the South Coast, though I have no information 
enabling me to make any precise statement on that point. The two great centres 
of the revived Slave Trade would appear to be Whydah and its neighbourhood, in 
the Bight of Benin, near which place it is stated that there are barracoons capable 
of containing 3,000 slaves ; and the Congo, on the South Coast. ; 

le ig ag is a matter for regret that the Cuban Slave Trade ale have 

Lass ; 


. 
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unexpectedly revived to so considerable an extent during the past year, it is 
gratifying to perceive that there has been no appearance of the renewal of the 
Slave Trade to Brazil; no vessel under the Brazilian flag has been detained by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers a 1857, and there is no reason, as far as I am aware, for 
supposing that any of the’ slave-vessels whose condemnation | have reported, 
excepting possibly the “ Conchita,” were intended to ma heatige to Brazil. 
' ave, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 3. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Clarendon.—({Received April 19.) 
eg 3. Spain.) . 
y Lord Sierra Leone, March 15, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1, Spain, of the 30th of January last, conveying to me your Lordship’s approval 
of the course pursued with regard to the prisoners taken on board the Spanish 
vessel “ Conchita,” and authorizing me to charge in the next quarterly account of 
the British portion of the contingent expenses of the Mixed Courts, the expense of 
the passage of the said prisoners to Teneriffe. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





‘No, 4. - 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 4.) ; . 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 16, 1858. 


I BEG respectfully to solicit your Lordship to grant me leave of absence from 
my post for a period of four or five months from the month of July next, for the 
purpose of proceeding to England. 

I beg to represent to your Lordship that I have not completely recovered from 
the prostration of strength caused by the severe attacks of fever which f underwent 
during the last year, and that I am apprehensive of the consequences of passing 
the whole of another rainy scason in Sierra Leone before my health shall be 
effectually re-established by a few months’ residence in England. 

Under these circumstances, I trust that my request may meet with your 
Lordship's favourable consideration. | 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 5. 
Mr. W. Smith t6 the Earl of Shelburne.—(Received April 22.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 31, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I intend to avail myself of 
the three months’ leave of absence a my t, without diminution of salary, 
aac to me by Lord Clarendon, under date May 17th, 1856, by visiting Teneriffe 
or the benefit of my health, in the mail-packet “ Armenian,” which will sail this 
evening. é 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) - WM. SMITH. 
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No. 6. 


: Mr. Fitzgerald to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
ee ; ; 
ir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th ultimo, requesting four or five months’ leave of absence from your 
post, in order to enable you to visit England for the recovery of your health, and in 
reply I am to acquaint you that his Lordship accedes to your request. 

You will, of course, make proper provision for the performance of your duties 
during your absence. 

T am, &e. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 7. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Shelburne.-—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 9. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, March 31, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no payment has been 
made by the Courts of Mixed Commission, to the Liberated African Department in 
‘this colony, on account of captured slaves during the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 





(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 8. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 185. 


HER Majesty’s Government having offered to furnish the United States’ 
authorities with any evidence that it may be in the power of the British authorities 
to produce, in order to bring to justice the parties engaged in fitting out for the 
Slave Trade the vessels which sailed from American ports, and were captured 
during the past year by the British squadron on the African coast; [ have to 
instruct you to apply to the Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone to’ 
furnish you, for transmission to this office, with any documents or other information 
which it may be in the power of the Court to supply, and which in the opinion of 
the Judge may be used in evidence against the parties implicated in these slave- 
trading transactions. 

In order that you may be informed of what has passed between Her Majesty’s 
Consuls and the United States’ authorities at the ports to which some of the vessels 
belonged which were condemned last year in the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra 
Leone, I inclose a copy of a despatch which was addressed in February last to Her 
Majesty’s Consuls at certain of the American ports ; and I also inclose ‘copies of the 
answers received from Her Majesty’s Consuls at New York and Boston. 

You will perceive with reference to the case of the ‘‘ Onward,’ one of the 
vessels condemned at Sierra Leone, that the Collector of Customs at Boston is 
desirous of being informed what has become of the certificate of registry and other 
documents belonging to that vessel, and I have to desire that you will, if possible, 
enable me to supply this information to the United States’ authorities. 

l am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 9. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 8.) 


(No. 5. Spain.) ; 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 25, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to report toe your Lordship that Don Joaquim Zugasti, 
the recently appointed Judge of the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, on 
the part of Her Catholic Majesty, arrived in this Colony on the 10th instant, and 
took the required oath of office before the Chief Justice on the 14th instant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 10. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 8.) 


(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, May 18, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to return my thanks to your Lordship for the permission 
to visit England, granted to me by Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald’s letter of the 23rd 
ultimo. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. Il. 
The Earl of Malnesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 23, 1858. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch which | have received 
from Mr. Bunch, Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston,* containing informacion 
respecting an American schooner called the * Lydia Gibbs,” which is reported to 
have gone to the African coast on a slaving-voyage ; and | have to desire that you 
will communicate the information contained in Mr. Bunch’s Report to the Com- 
manders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers which may be at Sierra Leone, and also, 
if possible, by the mail that takes this despatch, to Her Majesty’s Consuls at Lagos 
and Fernando Po, 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 12. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmeshury.—(Received July 13.) 


(No. 12. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 14, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 26th of February last, informing me that the Queen has been pleased to 
confide to your Lordship the seals of the office of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
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No. 13. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury—(Received July 13.) 


No. 4. Spain.) ; : 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, April 12, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 19th ultimo, inclosing an extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, respecting the fitting out in that Island of 
vessels destined to be employed in the African Slave Trade. ; ; 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I have communicated the informa- 
tion contained in that despatch to Commander Hickley, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“‘ Childers,” the senior naval officer of this part of the station, who has forwarded it 
to the senior naval officer in the Bights, and to the Commodore, who is now on the 
South Coast. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 14. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received July 13.) 


(No. 13. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 15, 1858. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. William Smith, the 
Registrar to the Mixed Courts, left this Colony on the Ist instant for Teneriffe, in 
accordance with permission granted to him by the Earl of Clarendon, under date of 
the 17th of May, 1856, to be absent from his post for three months, without reduc- 
tion of salary, for the purpose of visiting that Island, and of which permission 
Mr. Smith had not, up to that time, availed himself. 

Mr. Ashwood, the Clerk in the Registry of the Mixed Courts, has been appointed 
Acting Registrar during Mr. Smith’s absence. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 15. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 13.) 


(No. 16. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 18, 1858. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 24th ultimo, instructing me to apply to she Judge of the Vice-Admiralty 
Court, in this Colony, for any documents or other information which it may be in 
the power of that Court to supply, and which may be used as evidence against the 
parties implicated in the fitting out of vessels which have sailed from ports of the 
United States for the purpose of carrying on the Slave Trade, and have been 
captured by Her Majesty’s squadron on the African Coast during the year 1857. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I have examined the proceedings 
in the cases of all the vessels which were captured during the past year, and 
condemned by the Court of Vice-Admiralty for being engaged in the Slave Trade; 
and I have requested the Judge of that Court to furnish me with certifie«| copies of 
all the documents in the cases of such vessels as sailed from United States’ ports 
which contain any information respecting the parties concerned in those illegal 
transactions. 

There has not been sufficient time to prepare the required copies for trans- 
mission by the packet which is appointed to sail hence to-morrow, but I shall not 
fail to forward them to your Lordship by the mail of next "daa 

ave, &c. 


& 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
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No. 16. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Mr. Fitsgerald.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 20. General.) L 
Sir, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by 
the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated Lions Department in this 
Colony, on account of the captured slaves, during the quarter ending this day. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 17. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 21. General.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case has come before the British 
and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and Uruguayan, 
British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and Equatorial Mixed Courts of 
Justice, established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, 


during the half-year ending this day. 
I have, &c. 
(Sigined) G. SKELTON. 


No. 18. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 22. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1858. 


| HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and, consequently, that none have been registered by the Courts of 


Mixed Commission at this station during the half-year ending this day. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 








No. 19. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


No. 23. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, July 8, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the 
vessels captured on suspiclon of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have 
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in the Colony, during the half-year 


ending on the 30th of June last. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


| 


Inclosure in No. 19. 


Return of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from January 1 to June 30, 1858. 






























Statute 
Name part of Sen- under which 
Property Eg Tonnage, tence, Sentence | condemned has sold 
Name of Vessel. | Flag. of Where captured. Seizor. 3 ‘bether was passed, for con ether Remarks. 
seized. 3 English, Forfeiture or any part remains unsold, 
Master. 3 =e or prosecution | and in whose hands the 3 
Fr 32 Restitution. instituted. remain. 
. i BE 
Under Rule 2 of 
1867 Tat. Long. 7 18 fet, 
©. 164, 8. 
1. Niagara . | None .,.| Jno, W. Disney .| Dec. 7 Loango Ba; Schooner, stores, | Geo. F. Burgess, Com- 178 Forfeiture 2&8 Vict. | Vessel broken up; mate. | This vessel had an American 
ee ‘and money ‘mander Her Majesty's ws © vals snd saee sold to capture. ope | 
ship “ Hecate” by public auetion; pro- have been destroyed by the 
ceeds paid into the master, with the shi She 
military chest = for the’ Slave 
178, 1299 EB. Schooner & stores| R. W. eens, ee Mar.29] ... |. | os Pe Ditto Ditto Ditto An American fing was seen flying on 
mander Her Majesty's + board of this vessel before captare ; 
ship “Conflict” ‘it was, however, with the papers, 
7 supposed to have been thrown over- 
board by the one as neither 
colours nor papers ‘be found on 
the lace Trade, od 
8. Almeida , | None — Fisher wo] Mar. 12 5945'S. 11950 EL Barque and stores | Ditto Apr. 12 225.5 Ditto Ditto ... .| Ditto on oe one A fing was also flying on 
oard this rent bet Wrest toes 
overboard by the master, with ship's 
me EIS copped or rege ‘She was 
4 Name unknown | None...) Unknown «| Apr. 15 | About 4 miles off Ceye | Schooner & stores | Jas. Hunt, Commander | Apr. 27 1244 Ditto | Ditto... Ditto No ‘Or papers were found on 
Verga oe aaress ship board of Sala cone. She was fully 
« Alecto™ a = 
5. Robert M.Charl- | None ...| Jno. Gardner ...| Mur.22] 4° 4878. 11°19'30°E. | Brigantine, stores, | Wm.Bowden,Commander | May 4 149,45 Ditto Ditto... Ditto. Proceeds at pre- | An American flag was seen a 
ton ‘and money Her Majesty's ship sent in the Registry of | board of this vessel; it was, how. 
“Medusa” this Court ever, thrown overboard, with the 
6. Minnetonka ...| None Jno. Bardon...) Apr.18] 4°15'S. 10° 40’ E. | Barque,stores, and | Win. HH. Truscott, Com- | May 10] ... 221% Ditto Ditto... Vessel 
money mander Her Majesty’s rials. 
ship “ Heron” by 
proceeds not 
mto 
being i 
the 
J- General Seott ...| None  ...| Aaron T. Keeney] May! 5 | 5°35' 40S. 91°9/45"E. | Schooner, stores,| Wm. H. Whyte, Licu- | May 29] .., 125%, Ditto Ditto... Vessel 
and money tenant Commanding rials 
Her Majesty’s ship by i 
“Teazer” Preceete in 


























Nor—The proce of the flloningvesucn, is.: thebrigamting, mane unknown, W. A Spurs Master, sized y Comore Wise of Her Majesty's ship “Vezina” the bargu, Clara 3, Williaa” M. Conzaley, Master the bargu, name 
qeaster unkuown ; aad the schooner, “ Lewis Mc Lane” W, H. Hinchley, ; scized by Jas, Hunt, Esq., Commander of ter Majesty's ship Alecto,” shown in the half-yearly Return ending December $1, 1887, as remaining in the hands of the jung wakBowD, mame of 
period, been into the Repisry, af pid into the talltary cheat : of the Marshal, have, since that 


‘ANOGT VUUAIS 





* Sierra Leone, July 1, 1858. 


(Signed) 


GEO. W. NICOL, Acting Regi 
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No. 20. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 17, 1858. 

“ | HAVE the honour to state to your Lordship that [ intend to avail myself of 
the leave of absence granted to me by Mr. Fitzgerald’s letter of the 23rd of April 
last, and that [ shall leave this colony by the mail-steamer which is appointed to 
sail hence on the 19th or 20th instant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 21. 
Mr. WW. Sith to the Evrl of Malmesbury.—(Rece:ved August 9.) 


My Lord. Sierra Leone, July 10, 1858. 
| HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that [ have returned from tie 
three months’ leave of absence granted to me by Lord Clarendon, and resumed my 
duties as Registrar to the Mixed Commissions established in this Colony. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) WAL. SMITH. 


No. 22. 
Mr. Ashwood to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 17, 1858. 
HAVING had the honour to hold the situation of Acting Registrar to the 
Mixed Commissions during the absence on leave of William Smith, Esq., Registrar, 
T respectfully beg to submit that I shall be happy to receive such remuneration as 
your Lordship may deem suitable for my services. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN ASHWOOD. 





No. 23. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received August 9.) 


(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 19, i858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying letter, addressed to your 
Lordship by Mr. Ashwood, the Clerk in the Registry of the Mixed Courts, applying 
for remuneration for his services as Acting Registrar during Mr. Smith’s absence 
on leave. 

The period of Mr, Ashwood’s service in that ‘capacity extended from the Ist of 
April to the 9th of July inclusive. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 24. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


(No. 24. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 16,-1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 3 of the 23rd ultimo, with its inclosure, respecting the American schooner 
“ Lydia Gibbs,” which had sailed from Charleston, in the United States, and was 
supposed to be intended for the Slave Trade. 
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I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the “ Lydia Gibbs” was 
captured off Whydah, y Her Majesty’s ship “Trident,” on the 29th of May last, 
fully equipped for the Slave ‘Trade, and without papers or colours, and sent for 
adjudication before the Court of Vice-Admiralty in this Colony, by which Court she 
was condemned on the 14th instant, under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap, 73. 

Under these circumstances, I thought it unnecessary to act upon your Lord- 
ship's instructions to forward to Her Majesty’s Consuls at Lagos and Fernando Po, 
the information.communicated by Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston respecting 


the above vessel. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON, 





No, 25. 


Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received August 9.) 


(No. 25. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 17, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the boat which was built here in 1850 for 
the use of the Mixed Commissions, has become so dilapidated and unseaworthy 
that it would have been a waste of money to cause any further repairs to be 
executed upon her; | therefore, following the course adopted by my predecessors, 
caused her to be sold at public auction, and I have lodged the proceeds of the sale, 
amounting to 7/. 9s. 11d., in the Registry of the Mixed Courts, which sum I propose, 
with your Lordship’s sanction, to apply towards defraying the expense of a 
new boat. 

I would beg respectfully to request that these Mixed Commissions may be 
supplied with a boat from England, furnished by the Admiralty, as boats built here 
are necessarily of an inferior description both as regards materials and workmanship, 
and decay rapidly in this destructive climate; and I beg to suggest that the best 
description of boat for the service required would be a six-oared gig, or whale- 
boat, with fittings complete, carvel-built and copper-fastened. 

As half of the expense of a new boat will be chargeable to the Governments of 
Spain and of the Netherlands, | beg to submit to your Lordship that the boat 
should be sent by the Admiralty to the Commissariat Department in this Colony, 
with instructions to the officer in charge of that Department to deliver it to Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner, and to receive on behalf of the Admiralty payment of the 
expense thereof from that functionary: and [ would further suggest that Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner should be authorized to charge the amount in the quarterly 
account of that portion of the contingent experses of the Mixed Courts which is 
payable by the British and Foreign Governments jointly, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON, 





No. 26. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 9.) 


(No, 26. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 19, 1858. 

WITH reference to my despatch general No. 16 of the 18th ultimo, I have now 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship certified copies of documents in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court of this Colony, relating to the cases of ten vessels named in the 
margin, which sailed from ports in the United States during 1857, and were con- 
demned by the above Courts for being engaged in the Slave Trade. The inclosed 
documents cousist of the Interlocutory Decree in each case, together with the 
affidavit of seizure, in which, is contained all the information to be derived from the 
proceedings respecting the parties implicated in the transactions. 

In reply to that part of your Lordship’s despatch No. 2 of the 24th of May last, 
instructing me to inform you what has become of the Certificate of Registry and 
other documents belonging to the “ Onward,” I beg to refer to a document marked 
C, annexed to the affidavit of seizure in the case of that vessel, which forms one of 
the inclosures in this despatch ; that document is a letter addressed to the captor, 

Crass A. D 
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Commander Hunt, by a person signing himself W. P. Seymour, who appears to have 
been the original American Master of the vessel, in which he states that he had 
destroyed the ship's papers previous to capture. 

Your Lordship vi perceive that in all the above cases the ship’s papers, as 
well as the colours, have invariably been made away with previous to capture. 

I have further the honour to inclose a copy of a letter which I have received 
from Mr. Carr, the Chief Justice of this Colony, in reply to the communication 
which, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, | addressed to him on the 
subject of this despatch, together with its inclosures, consisting of certified copies of 
the proceedings before the Vice-Admiralty Court in the cases of two vessels named 
the * Robert M, Charlton” and the * Minnetonka,” which have been condemned by 
that Court during the present year, together with a number of original documents 
and ship's papers found on board those vessels, which, in Mr. Carr’s opinion, may 
be useful for the object desired by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. Carr’s letter also incloses two original passports, found on board the 
“ Jupiter,” condemned on the 24th July, 1857, which I likewise have the honour to. 
forward herewith. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


‘ 





Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 
Chief Justice Cary to Hev Majesty's Acting Judge. 
Sir, Freetown, July 17, 1858. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 12th ullimo, with a despateh for perusal trom the Earl of Malmesbury, 
in which you are instructed to apply to the Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court to furnish you, for transmission 
to his Lordship, with any documents or other information whieh it may be in the power of the Court to supply, 
and which, in the opinion of the Judye, may be used in evidence against the parties implicated in the slave- 
trading transactions in question : 

In reply, I have the honour to state, for his Lordship’s information, that the vessels referred to in his 
despatch were adjudicated in this Court ‘under the unrepealed portion of the 2nd & 38rd Viet. ¢. 73, as vessels 
found engaged im and equipped for the Slave ‘Trade without any national character, and that it is very seldom 
that any original papers are brought up to the Colony as found on board such vessels. 

In three vessels, however, the “ Jupiter,” the * Robert M. Charlton,” and the © Minnetonka,” some original 
papers have been found, and I forward them to you inclosed, for transmission to Her Majesty's Government. 
They consist of two passports found on board the * Jupiter,” seventy-three letters and other documents on board 
the * Robert M. Chariton.” and six documents found on board the © Minnetonka.” viz., an American register, 
bill of sale. and change of masters, two certificates of Clearance, and Regulations of the Custom-house at Cuba. 

Mr. Nicol, the Registrar of the Court, has, [ believe. already delivered to you copies of the proceedings in 
the Court in the ten cases selected by yourself, And I now forward, inclosed with the original documents above 
mentioned, copies of the affidavit of seizure, and Interlocutory Decree, in the cases of the * Robert M. Chariton,” 
and the barque “ Minnetonka." 

By the laws of the United States a party charged with a criminal offence is entitled to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him, But these affidavits will put the Government in possession of the facts at the time of 
the seizure of these vessels, and enable it to judge of the best course to be pursued for the attainment of the 
object in view. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN CARR. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 26. 


Papers found on board the Schooner supposed to be called “ Jupiter,” seized Ly Lieutenant Pike, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Antelope.” 
Consulado de Espana | 
en Nueva Orleans. 





El Consul de Su Majestad Catélica en esta plaza y sus Dependencias : 
Pasaporte (No. 144). Concedo libre vy seguro pasaporte 4 Don Gabriel Perez, natural de Cadiz; de 
Estado Casado ; protession, Secondo Piloto particular, para que pase 4 Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife en la goleta Americana “ Jupiter,’ donde debevra presentar este para su_refer- 
Senas : endacion. Y encargo en nombre de Su Majestad 4 las autoridades competentes no le 
ae pongan impedimento alguno en su viaje, sin fundado motivo, 
Edad, 56 ales > pee ‘ . . ‘ 
stature Dado en Nueva-Orleans, a veinte y dos de Febrero de mil ochocientos cincuenta y 


Pelo | siete. 
Ojos 

Barba 

Cara 

Color | 


E] Cénsul de Su Majestad Catélica : 
JUAN CALLEGO. 


Senas Particulares. | 
Firma del Portador : | 
Gasriet Perez. | Valga por el viage. Va sin enmiende. 


Se presenté en esta comandancia militar de matricula y regresa en el mismo buque al punto de salida. 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Abril 15 de 1857. 
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Nim. 372. 
El Gobernador Civil de la Provineia de Canarias, &c., &e. 
Sefias generales del | Concedo libre y seguro pasaporte & Don Pedro Medero, collero, natural de esta 
Portador. capital, que pasa 4 Nueva Orleans a diligencias propias donde debera presentar este para 

su refrendacion, como tambien 4 los Gobernadores de las provincias Alcaldes 6 Agentes 

de vigilancia pubblica de los pueblos donde pernocte, y encargo en nombre de Su Majestad 
Edad, 27 anos. (que Dios guarde) a las autoridades civiles y militares del Reino, y de las de fuera de él 
Estatura, regular. espero, no le pongan impedimento aiguno en su viage, sin fundado motivo. 
Pelo, negro. Dado en Santa Cruz de Tenerife, 4 15 de Abril, de mil ochocientos cincuenta y siete. 
Ojos, pardos. FELIX PAULO. 
Nariz, regular. El Secretario: 
Barba, poca. Mt. Izquecris. 


Cara, redonda. 
Color, trigiieno. 


Seas particulares. 





Firma del portador. 


El portador tiene la indispensable obligacion de presentarse 4 los Agentes Diplomaticos 6 Consules de Su 
Magestad en el estrangero. Consta en este Gobierno que el interesado ha pagado ya el importe de su pasaje. 


Vaiga por el viaje. Pago cuarenta reales. Va sin enmienda. 





No. 27. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judye to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 8.) 


(No. 27. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 2, 1858. 
; I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the departure hence for 
England, on the 20th ultimo, of George Skelton, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting 
Judge, and my assumption of the said office on the following day, in accordance 
with the existing Treaties between Great Britain and foreign “Powers for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. 

re I have, &c. 

(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 28. 


Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received November 8.) 


hig 32. General.) 
ir, Sierra Leone, 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no say tists asst bees thats pte 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this colony 
on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 29. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November 8.) 


os —, General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, October 16, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s favourable cogaitaration 
a — — Mr. John Ashwood, soliciting to be allowed to hold with his appoint- 
=e Lf on nent Commission Courts the Paymastership of the troops stationéd at 

I have been requested by the Secretary of State for War to select a civili 
_ ween ae integrity, ants as I believe Mr. Ashwood to be full saniiiled top 

e appointment, I would, wit Lordship’s i y 

Pay app aie with your Lordship’s approval, ‘iain him for the 


D2 
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Mr. Ashwood is a Eurupean, and a family man, his small salary in the Mixed 
Commission Courts barely allows him a maintenance, but with 10s. per diem, the 
Paymaster’s pay, added, he would be placed in more easy circumstances in a 
climate where comfort and generous living are absolutely required to insure 
health. 

I am also induced to recommend Mr. Ashwood for this appointment as he can 
hold it without the duties clashing with his present office, and. attend to his Pay- 
master’s duties without neglecting those he now performs. 

Trusting your Lordship will do me the kindness to approve of my recommenda- 
tion in favour of Mr. Ashwood, : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure in No. 29. 
My. Ashwood to the Earl of Malmesbury. 


My Lord, Sierva Leone, October 13, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit the following particulars for your Lordship’s consideration. ; 

Instruetions from the War Office having rendered it necessary for his Excellency Colonel Hill to appoint a 
civilian to the paymastership of the detachments stationed in this Colony, and lis Excellency having offered me 
the situation, | beg must respeetfully to ask your Lordship’s permission for me to hold it in conjunction with my 
present duties in the Mixed Courts. a 

His Excellency having informed me that the duties of Paymaster and Clerk in the Registry will not 
interfere with cach other, I humbly beg that your Lordship will not consider it incompatible for me to hold 
both. 

I also beg to assure your Lordship that no exertions will be spared on my part to continue to give every 
satisfaction to my superior officers in the Mixed Courts. 








T have, &e, 
(Signed) JOHN ASHWOOD. 
No. 30. 
M,. Hammond to Mr. Skelton. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 12, 1858. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 25 of the 17th of July last, | am directed 
by the Earl of Malmesbury to acquaint you that, on his Lordship’s recommendation, 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have given directions that a 28-feet gig, 
with mast, sails, and bars complete, shall be forwarded by the African mail-packet, 
for the use of the Mixed Commissions at Sierra Leone. 

I am further to acquaint you that his Lordship approves the manner in which 
you propose to defray the cost of this boat. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 








No. 31. 
Mr. Skelton to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November 10.) 


My Lord, . : London, November 9, 1858. 

BEFORE returning to Sierra Leone to resume the duties of my office of Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator and Acting Judge in the Mixed Courts established in that 
Colony, | beg very respectfully to solicit your Lordship to confer upon me the 
appointment of Judge in those Courts. 

For some years past, the office of Judge has been left vacant, and the esta- 
blishment of the Courts, on the part of the British Government, has been limited to 
an officer holding the peep of Arbitrator, who performs permanently the 
duties of the Judge. I have held that appointment from March 1857 until July 
last, when I quitted my post on leave of absence, during which period | sat as 
Judge in the case of the Spanish vessel ‘“ Conchita,” which was condemned in 
November last year, besides performing the other duties devolving upon that 


SIERRA LEONE. 21 


officer. { would beg leave to state to your Lordship, as one of the chief reasons which 
have induced me to venture upon making this application, that the resident Spanish 
Commissioner holds the appointment of Judge, and that the Representative of Her 
Catholic Majesty’s Government in the Mixed Courts is consequently an officer of 
higher rank than the Commissioner on the part of Her Majesty ; and I would beg 
to submit for your Lordship’s consideration whether Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
might not with propriety be placed upon an equality, in that respect, with his 
Spanish colleague. 

In making this application, I would beg not to be understood as soliciting the 
appointment of Judge on the same scale of salary as that enjoyed by the former 
holders of the office; but, in the event of your Lordship being pleased to take my 
request into favourable consideration, I would beg leave to suggest that if the 
salary hitherto attached to that office be considered too large in proportion to the 
duties, | might receive the appointment of Judge on such a reduced scale, with 
regard to salary and retiring pension, as your Lordship might think proper. 

I beg permission to bring under your Lordship’s notice, that before being 
appointed to the office which I now hold, [ served for nearly twelve years as a Clerk 
in the Slave Trade Department of the Foreign Oilice, and that, on relinquishing that 
appointment, I had the honour of receiving from your Lordship’s predecessor an 
expression of approval of the manner in which my official duties had been 
performed. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 32. 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Skelton. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1858. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Malinesbury to transmit to you a despatch from 
the Acting Judge at Sierra Leone, proposing that Mr. Ashwood, the clerk in the 
Registrar’s Department of the Mixed Commission Courts in that Colony, should be 
allowed to hold the additional appointment of Paymaster of the Troops ; and [am 
to instruct you to report to his Lordship your opinion whether there would be any 
objection to this arrangement, ‘ 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) f¢. HAMMOND. 








No, 33. 
Mr. Skelton to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November 22.) 


My Lord, London, November 22, 1858. . 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s letter of 
this date, instructing me to repert to your Lordship whether, in my Opinion, any 
objection exists to permission being granted to Mr. Ashwood, the Clerk in the 
Registry of the Mixed Courts at Sierra Leone, to hold the appointment of Pay- 
master to the troops in that Colony conjointly with his present situation ; and’ [ 
have the honour to state to your Lordship, in reply, that though | am not aware 
of the precise nature of the Paymaster’s duties, I am satisfied, from private commu- 
nications which I have received from Mr. Ashwood, that that appointment would 
in no way interfere with the performance of his duties in the Mixed Commissions. 
Under these circumstances, it will give me much satisfaction should your Lordship 
take Mr. Ashwood’s request into favourable consideration. 

; I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


—_ 
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No. 34. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Judge. 
No. 2.) 
Sin Foreign Office, November 23, 1858. 


I HAVE received your despatch No. 33 of the 16th ultimo, forwarding and 
recommending an application from Mr, Ashwood, to he allowed to accept the 
appointment of Paymaster to the troops in Sierra Leone, and | have to instruct you 
to inform Mr. Ashwood that I shall not object to this arrangement, provided it does 
not interfere with his duties as Clerk to the Mixed Commissions. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 35. 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Skelton. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Karl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th ultimo, requesting his Lordship to confer upon you the appoint- 
ment of Judge ir the Mixed Commission Courts of Sierra Leone, instead of that of 
Arbitrator which you now hold, and Iam to acquaint you, in reply, that, under the 
circumstances stated in your letter, Lord Malmesbury accedes to your request. A 
Commission as Judge will accordingly be prepared and forwarded to you. 

| am, however, to add, that in conferring upon you this appointment, his 
Lordship regrets that he cannot make any addition to the salary which you have 
hitherto received as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


ee 


No. 36. 
Mr. Skelton to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December _ .) 


My Lord, Greystones, near Sheffield, December 13, 1858. 
| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s letter of 
the 10th instant, informing me that your Lordship had been pleased to accede to my 
request to be appointed Judge, instead of Arbitrator, on the part of Her Majesty 
in the Mixed Courts at Sierra Leone, and i beg to offer your Lordship the expres- 
sion of my thanks for the promotion thus conferred upon me. 
1 have, &ce. 





(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 37. 
Mr. Hammond to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
(Separate.) 
Sir Foreign Office, December 23, 1858. 


WITH reference to your despatch marked “ Separate” of the 19th of July last 
forwarding an application from Mr. Ashwood, the Clerk in the Registry Office of 
the Mixed Courts for remuneration for his services as Acting-Registrar during the 
absence of the Registrar on leave, I have to» authorize you to pay to Mr. Ashwood 
the sum of 50/. as a gratuity for his services on the occasion in question. You will 
charge the same in your next quarterly account of the contingent expenses of the 
Commission, 

_ Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 38. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 10, 1859.) 


(No. 37. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 16, 1858. 

I HAVF the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 23rd of November last, instructing me to inform Mr. ies that 
your Lordship is pleased to allow him to accept the appointment of Paymaster to the 
troops in Sierra Leone, provided it does not interfere with his duties in the Mixed 
Commissions, 

Mr. Ashwood begs me to convey to your Lordship his grateful acknowledge- 
ments of the favour conferred upon him. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 
No. 39. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Cuba,* containing information respecting three American vessels 
the “ Ardennes,” “ Enterprise,’ and ‘* Mianus,’ which are suspected of bein 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade; and [ have to desire that you will 
make known the information contained in this despatch to the Commanders of any 
of Her Majesty’s ships of war with whom you may be able to communicate. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No, 40. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Reccived February 9.) 


(No. lL. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 11, 1859. 

[ HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that the number of public 
despatches addressed during the year 1858, from these Mixed Courts to the 
Department over which your Lordship presides, was as follows: General, 37: 
Spain 5; Separate, 4. Total 46. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 41. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury. —(Received February 9.) 
(No.6. General.) , 

Sir, Sierra Leone, January 11, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case kas come before the British 
and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and 
Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, nor the British and 
Equatorial Mixed Courts of Justice, established in this Colony for the prevention of 
the illicit Traffic in Slaves, during the half year ending 31st December, 1858. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 
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Her Hajesty's Acting:.Ju ge Karl of Malmesbury.—(Receited February 9) ae : gigs 





(No. 7. Generali): , «iets ‘ 
My Lorgygy cach fc | Sierra Leone, January” , 1859. 

T WAYE ‘thet honour to acquaint your Lordship’ that no slaves have been 
emuncipated, and consequently that none have been registered by the Courts of 
Gegek’ Coin mission at this station, during the half yer ending 3lst December, 1858. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





No. 43. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 9.) 


(No. 9. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a return of the 
vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have 
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony, during the half year 
ending on the 31st of December, 1858, under the Acts “5 George IV, cap. 113,” 
and ‘*2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73.” ; 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


"y SSVTD 


Inclosure | in No. 43. 








Return of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated by the Vice- Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from July 1, to December 31, 1858. 
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“ANODI VUUTIS 


‘This vessel was relly, for 
the Slave Trade; she 
flag nor — on board at 
seizure. Thename, ** 
was painted on her stern. 
whole of her crew, 18 in 
were landed at Whydah. > 


The Judge certified there was pro+ 
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en 











Sierra Leone, January 1, 1859. 


‘The proceeds of the following vessels, viz.: the brigantine “ Robert M. Charlton ;" the barque 





Minnetonka ,* and schooner 
into that chest. 





General Scott,” which had not been 


(Signed) 


paid into the military chest on the Jeth June last, have, since. that period, been paid 
; 


GEO. W. NICOL, Registrar. 
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; No. 44, 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 9.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sterra Leone, January 15, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to report my arrival in this Colony on the 12th instant, tu 
resume the duties of Her Majesty's Judge of the British and Foreign Mixed Courts 





of Justice. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 45. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majestu’s Acting Judge. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir Foreign Office, February 10, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith an Extract of a despatch from Mr, Crawford,* 
Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established at the Havana, 
containing a list of vessels, soe of which are reported to have already sailed, and 
others as being about to sail for the African coast, and are suspected of being 
intended to be employed in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you 
will make known the particulars contained in Mr. Crawford’s despatch to the 
commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships with whom you may be able to com- 
municate. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 46. 


Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Skelton. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1859, 

WITH reference to the letter addressed to you from this Department, on the 
10th of December last, I am now directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit 
to you the Queen’s Commission, conferring upon you the appointment of Judge in 
the Mixed Commission Courts established at Sierra Leone, under the ‘Treaties 
concluded between this country and various foreign Powers for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 
No. 47. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir Foreign Office, February 23, 1859. 


: | TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the translation of a notet 
fiom M. de Isturiz, the Spanish Minister at this Court, stating that Her Catholic 
Majesty’s Government are making arrangements for the colonization of the Islands 
of Fernando Po, Annobon, and Corisco, and requesting that the Commanders of 
Her Majesty's cruizers on the African coast may be directed not to molest Spanish 
vessels, bound from Spain to those islands, which may inadvertently have neglected 
to supply themselves with the certificates required by the provisions of Article X 
of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

I also inclose a copy of a letter} on this subject which, by my directions, has 
been addressed to the Admiralty. 
lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 48. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 11.) 


(No. 11. General.) 
My Lord, Sterra Leone, February 14, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 17th ultimo, transmitting, for my information, six copies of the papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which were presented by Her Majesty’s command to 
the two Houses of Parliament during the Session of 1858. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 49. 


No. 50. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 11.) 


(No. 13. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 22nd ultimo, inclosing a copy of a-despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Cuba, respecting the American vessels “ Ardennes,” “ Enter- 
prize,’ and “ Miunus,” which had sailed from that island under circumstances 
inducing the suspicion that they were intended for the Slave Trade on the West 
Coast of Africa. 

I have the honour to state in reply, that Commodore Wise, who is at present 
at this place, has received the same intelligence from the Admiralty, and has pub- 
lished it for the information of the squadron. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


BQ 
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No. 51. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received March 11.) 


(Separate.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 18, 1859. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch marked “ separate” of the 19th ultimo, I 
have now the honour to inform your Lordship that a boat forwarded by the Admi- 
ralty for the use of the Mixed Commission Courts in this Colony, arrived here by 
the last mail. 

As soon as I receive from the Commissariat Department here an account of the 
cost of the boat in question, I shall execute your Lordship’s instructions with 
regard to the payment thereof. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 52. 
Mr. Ashwood to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 11.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 21, 1859. 
MR, SKELTON having informed me that your Lordship has been pleased to 
grant me the sum of 50/. as a remuneration for my services as Acting Registrar, I 
respectfully beg to convey to your Lordship my grateful acknowledgments for your 
kindness. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN ASHWOOD. 





No. 53. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 11.) 


(Separate. ) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 21, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, 
“Separate,” of the 23rd ultimo, instructing me to pay to Mr. Ashwood the sum of 
50/., as remuneration for his services as Acting Registrar, during the absence on 
leave of Mr. Smith, and to state in reply, that T have given the necessary directions 
to the Registrar for that purpose. 

I have the honour also to forward herewith a letter from Mr. Ashwood, 
expressing his ackowledgments of your Lordship’s kindness. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 54. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 11.) 


Separate.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, February 19, 1859. 

I BEG to state to your Lordship, that I have received a petition addressed _ to 
me by the men forming the crew of the Mixed Commission boat, setting forth that 
their present wages are inadequate for the maintenance of themselves and families, 
and praying for an increase.. 

The crew is composed of a coxswain and six men, the coxswain receiving 26s. 
a month, and the men 21s. 8d. each; the present scale of wages was fixed some 
years ago, and I am given to understand that since then the price of rice and other 
provisions in this Colony, on which the natives subsist, has increased at least 
50 per cent. 

Under these circumstances, I venture respectfully to recommend the case of’ 
these men to your Lordship’s favourable consideration. 
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The boatmen in the Colonial Service are paid 30s. a month each, but [am not 
disposed to recommend that the men employed by this Department should receive 
the same amount, because their work not being so constant as in the Colonial 
Service, they have more spare time, which they are able to devote to the manufac- 
ture of various small articles in straw and other materials, by which they add a 
little to their means of subsistence ; [ think that if the coxswain were to be paid 
30s., and the men 26s. a month each, such a scale of wages would be fair and 
reasonable. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 55. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 


(No. 5. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Murch 23, 1859. 

1] TRANSMIT to you herewith a list and description* of certain vessels which 
have been denounced to Her Majesty's Government as being intended to be 
employed in the Slave Trade, and I have to desire that you will make known the 
particulars contained in the inclosed paper (confidentially), to the Governor of 
Sierra Leone, as well as to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 

I am, &c. 





(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 56. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Judge. 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatch marked “Separate” of the 19th ultimo, 
recommending that the pay of the boat’s crew employed in the service of the Mixed 
Commission should be increased, viz., the coxswain from 26s. to 30s. a month, and 
the men from 21s. 8d. to 26s., and in reply [ have to acquaint you, that under the 
circumstances reported in your despatch, [ approve of your paying the boat’s-crew 
at the increased rate of wages suggested by you. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed ) MALMESBURY. 


*No - 
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No. 57. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Ryder. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 5, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you herewith the 
Queen’s Commission, appointing you to be Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty 
in the Mixed Commission Court established at the Havana, under the Treaty of the 
2th June, 1835, between this country and Spain for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 


Tam, &ce. 





(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 
No. 58. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malnesbury.—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord. Havana, February 26, 1858. 
WE have the honour of acknowledging the reecipt of your Lordships despatch 
No. 1, dated the 13th ultimo, in which, with reference to Mr. Lousada’s No. 21 of the 
25th of November Jast, your Lordship approves of the answer which he returned 
to the Captain-General of Cuba, as to whether, as he was only performing the 
duties of Acting Judge during Mr. Crawford’s absence, he had the power of 
appointing an Arbitrator in his own place. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
FRANCIS LOUSADA. 





Ny. 59. 
Her SBajesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of 8almeshury.—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 26, 1858. 

WITH reference to the observations which we did ourselves the honour of 
submitting to your Lordship in our previous number of this day’s date, upon the 
subject of the want and insufficiency of the naval forces of Her Majesty for preven- 
tion of the Slave Trade here in Cuba, we would also respectfully state to your 
Lordship, that the few suitable vessels belonging to the Spanish fleet upon this 
station have been inefficient. Constantly needing repairs, they are much of their 
time in harbour. The engines of the steamers are in a bad state, requiring that 
they should come here to the arsenal, so they are no longer the active cruizers which 
they were; and that, being well-known to the slave-traders, we are of opinion, has 
given an impulse to the traffic, and that they have been emboldened also by the 
absence, for so long a time, of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

The sailing of vessels to be employed in the Slave T'rade, from this and other 
ports of the Island, as from various ports of the United States, is of very frequent 
occurrence, and we deem it our duty to report to your Lordship that the detestable 
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traffic is being carried on upon a scale as extensive as it ever was since the celebra- 
tion of the Treaty for its suppression. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
FRANCIS LOUSADA. 





No. 60. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Receired April 19.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 27, 1858. 


[ HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 3 dated the 30th ultimo, inclosing for my information copies of two despatches 
from Mr. Sabriel, Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner at Loanda, reporting the cir- 
cumstance of the capture, by a boat belonging to Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” in 
Cabenda Bay, on the 2nd of December last, of the Spanish barque ** Res/auracion,” 
one of the vessels denounced by me as being intended for employment in the Slave 
Trade. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 61. 


Her Zecjesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of $2almesbury—(Receired ©®ay 4.) 


(No...) 
My Lord, Havana, Sarch 26, 185». 


| HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Styx,” Commander Charles Vescy, detained and sent into this port, where 
she arrived on the 23rd instant, the Spanish schooner “ Juanita,” Garcia, master, 
which was fallen in with on the 22nd, on her voyage from this to Cardanas, said 
schooner having on board fifty casks filled with salt-water, and not having any 
certificate such as is prescribed by Article X of the Treaty for Suppression of the 
Slave Trade, 

This case having been brought before the Mixed Court on the 24th, and it 
appearing by the evidence that the casks found on board the “ Juanifa” were 
carried for ballast, and not for slave-trading, or any illicit purpose; moreover, that 
there was no reason to suspect the master or patron (who was himself a part owner 
of the “* Juanita”), of being in any way engaged in the Traffic of Slaves, but in 
his lawful pursuits as a drogher or coaster, | concurred with my Spanish colleague 
in the sentence which was pronounced by the Court, a copy, translation of which 
I have the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship, liberating said vessel, 
but declaring her detention to have been justifiable, and she was liberated accord- 
ingly the same day, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 61. 
Sentence in the case of the * Juaiia.” ‘ 


(Translation. ) Havana. Merch 24, 1858. 
IN view of the foregoing declarations of the Commander of Hor Britsnnie Majesty's steamer “+ Styx,” 
Mr. Charles Vesey, and of those of the master and two men of the Spanish merehant schooner “ Juanita.” 
Considering, that although on the one hand it was perfectly justifiable on the part of the said Commander to 
detain and send in, for adjudication in this Court, the said schooner, tor having on board fifty casks of water, 
without Custom-house certificate from the port of clearance, as to the lawful ise of these casks, contrary to the 
provisions of Article X of the existing Treaty: it has been, on the other hand, satisfactorily proved that the 
vessel carried them only as ballast, not having cargo on board, there being. besiues, 10 other reason to lead to the 
belie! that she was employed in Slave Traffic, but in lawful coasting trade, the said Spanish merchant schooner 
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“Juanita” is declared free, along with her master and crew, without prejudice to them on accouut of these 
proceedings, and in consequence let the detained vessel be delivered up to the master, together with the docu- 
ments seized by the captor, and which are filed in this snit. 


(Signed) JOSE MANUEL ESPELIUS. 
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 

. CRISTOVAL VALDES Y BAVENT, Secretary. 
eee 
No. 62. 

Her ESajesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Sgalmesbury.— ( Received Szay 4.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 26, 1858. 


[ HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Commander Vesey, 
on the 22nd instant, captured (ler Majesty's steam-sloop “Styx,” under his com- 
mand, being in company with gun-boat “ Jasper”), a large ship, fally equipped 
for the Slave Trade, having her slave-deck laid, her large coppers and other fittings 
for upwards of 1,200 slaves on board, besides a quantity of money, said to be about 
34,000 dollars in gold, 

This ship had sailed from the Havana that same morning; had four guns of 
small calibre mounted; was manned by forty-one men, fully provided with small 
arms; and it is Commander Vesey’s opinion would have resisted boats, or even the 
gunboat. She was chased for about four hours, showing Spanish colours, which, 
previous to her being boarded, were sunk, as well as her papers. 

No name was acknowledged either of the vessel or captain, and und-r these 
circumstances she was sent to Port Royal, Jamaica, for adjudication by the 
Admiralty Court. From indications discovered on board the prize, I have been 
enabled to make enquiries here which lead to the conclusion that she was the 
“ Hmilia,” 590 tons measurement; that the master’s name ts Sust; and that this is 
not the first time le has been captured in a slaver by Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

Following up those inquiries, | find that the *Hmilia” cleared out at this port for 
Marseilles with S00 pipes of aguardiente ; but have no doubt it will be found that 
the casks on hoard contain water only. the clearing at the Custom House of so much 
spirits being only a cover for the putting on board of water for the slaves she was 
intended to carry, which is a common practice in fitting out slavers here and 
elsewhere in Cuba, as there is no cost consequent of the entry outwards of the 
aguardiente at the Custom House, that spirit (the rum of the Island) being free of 
export duty, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 63. 
Her SSajesty’s Arbitrator to the Earl of Qzalmesbury.—( Received Siay 4.) 


(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Havana, ®Sarch 30, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that | have been here 
present at my post as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed Court of Justice during 
the quarter 4rom the Ist of January to this date inclusive, and that I shall leave 
to-morrow by the mail steamer for New York, en route to my new post as Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Boston, United States. 
a I have, &e. 

(Signed) FRANCIS LOUSADA. 





No. 64. 
Her Sajesty's Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received Say 4.) , 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 31, 1858 


I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Mr. Lousada, late 
British Arbitrator in the Mixed Court, lelt this yesterday, on board the mail 
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steamer, for New York, en route to his new post as Her Majesty's Consul at Boston, 
United States. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOs. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 65. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 4.) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Havana, April 8, 1858. 

THE spirit of Slave-Trading here appears not to have been checked by the 
numerous captures effected by Her Majesty’s cruizers: their losses and disappoint- 
ments, on the contrary, have increased their energies and given a new impulse to 
their adventurous character, ' 

Such will be apparent to your Lordship when I state that there are several 
vessels now ready in the port to sail for the Coast of Africa, to be employed in the 
detestable traffic, viz., the American brig-schooner, ‘“ Mary Elizabeth,” 124 tons, 
but measures nearly 200; hull black, with narrow red streak ; black mast-heads ; 
large house, or cabin, on deck ; Henry (American) master; lately purchased; sent 
to Cay West, where she was transferred to other American owners, probably to the 
present master, and returned to Havana to fit out. . 

The American brigantine, or brig-schooner, “ William Montague,” 167 tons. 

The American fore-topsail schooner “ Cortez,” 176 tons; painted black, black 
mast-heads, masts much raked, and altogether has a rakish clipper appearance. 

The American schooner “ Lydia Gibbs,’ 114 tons, cleared and sailed 14th 
March for Anabon, 

The American schooner “ Blooming Youth,” 118 tons, sold at Havana, and 
fitting out. 

The American brigantine, or brig-schooner, ‘‘ St. Andrew,” 147 tons, sailed on 
the 30th of March. 

I] have furnished Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty's steam sloop “ Styx,” 
with the foregoing list, to serve in the event of his falling in with any of them and 
finding opportunity to overhaul them. ° 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 66. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received May 31.) 


(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 8, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour of acquainting your Lordship that Her Majesty's gunboat 
“ Forward,” Lieutenant Davies, Commander, fell in with and captured the schooner 
“‘ Cortez,” equipped for the Slave Trade, which vessel sailed from this port 15th 
ultimo, for Anabon, and is the same which I reported to your Lordship in my 
No. 11 of the 8th ultimo as being about to sail. : 
The “ Cortez” is said to have had American papers, which were sunk before 
she was taken by the “ Forward,” and being thus found without any national 
character, she has been sent to Port Royal, Jamaica, for adjudication. 
Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty’s steamer-sloop “ Styx,” informs me that 
both the gunboats “ Jasper’? and “ Forward,” which were under his command 
cruizing on the. north side of Cuba, have returned to Port Royal, Jamaica, and 
that he doubts if they will return, as they are both defective, and they have not a 
dotation of officers to qualify them as effective cruizers. Upon their effectiveness, 
however, he informs me, that he has reported fully to the Commander-in-chief, and 
I have no doubt that the opinion of so able and intelligent an officer will have its 
due effect in the proper quarter. ' 
But what [ am exceedingly anxious to impress upon your Lordship is, the 
‘necessity and expediency of sending, without delay, a numerous flotilla of cruizers 
around this island; that they be of suitable draught of water, swift under 
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sails and steam, and to be under the orders of a prudent, zealous, and experienced 
senior officer, who would receive and act upon my suggestions, and consult with 
me occasionally for the better carrying out of the service. 

The unheard-of extent of the outfits for slave-trading require unusual efforts to 
check this abominable traffic. It is said, and I believe truly, that not less than 
fifty vessels have been sent for slaves by the slave-traders of Cuba within the last 
two months, and from all that | can learn they have not stopped as yet in their 
preparations for prosecuting the trade, even more vigorously still! 

Under these circumstances, I do not consider that this island can be watched, 
and the Slave Trade effectually prevented with a less force than two or three 
6-gun steamers and about ten steam gunboats on each side the island; but with 
such a fiotilla, properly directed, | am of opinion that it would be exceedingly 
difficult, indeed it would be next to impossible, for the slave-traders to have success 
sufficient for them to continue their efforts. 

In a conversation which | had yesterday with General Concha, he expressed to 
me his regret that the means at the disposition of the Spanish Admiral to employ 
in putting an end to the detestable trattic is totally inadequate to the service 
required, and that the few small steamers and other suitable vessels belonging to 
the Spanish Navy on this station, are quite inefficient and are constantly in port 
under repairs. 

It is to our own efforts. then, that we must trust in this matter, and I would 
most especially recommend this most important subject to the consideration of Her 
Majesty’s Government, if the Slave Trade is to be put down at all. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. 'T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 67. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Havana, May 23, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that Mr. Ryder, Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator in the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, under the Treaty 
with Spain of the 28th June, 1835, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, arrived 
yesterday, and has assumed the duties of his office. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
a 
No. 68. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 2.) 


(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Havana, July 1, 1858. 

IN obedience to the Act, 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist day of January and the Ist day of July in each year, | have the 
honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship a Return of vessels captured on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated in the Mixed Court 
at this place during the last six months. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


Inclosure in No. 68. 


Return of Vessels Captured on suspicion of heing engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated by the Mixe Court at Havana, from Jannary 1 to June 30, 1858. 


Name | Name Date Date | Number of | Deeretal 











| Property " 
of Flag. of of Where captured. Seizor. 
seized. | 
Vessel. Master. Seizure. | 
fn Sees Shae Bae: WERE Lecomies palpncobieeh 
| ‘ 
1858 | Lat. Long. 
Juanita Spanish Garcia March 21 | 23°21’ N, 81° 25’ W. | Schooner .... Commander Vesey, H.M.S. “ Styx" 
Ro 





i | 





Sentenee. 


Marel: 24 None 


| Slaves 


| Captured. 








| che 


‘Tonnage part of hi " 
emarks. 
Sentence. 





Liberated ; This vessel is a regular coasting 

| | trader between Havana and Car- 

denas, and had on board a number 

of casks, filled with sea-water, 
for ballast. 








ead 


(Signed) 


JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 


“VNVAVH 


ce 


36 HAVANA. 
No. 69. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Keceived August 2.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Havana, July 1, 1858. 

| HAVE to report to your Lordship that Mr. Ryder, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, 
has been obliged to leave Havana under the circumstances set forth in the medical 
certificate, which [ have the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship. He 
sailed yesterday on board the American mail-steamer “ Cahawba,” and L most 
sincerely hope that he may have benefited. by the voyage; he left this in a very 
weak state, suffering from fever, and | am not without serious apprehensions as to 
his recovery. 

The yellow fever, this season, is most malignant; almost all the cases at the 
hospitals and in the town are more than usually fatal; indeed, every year, that 
terrible malady is worse and worse, so that great numbers now leave Havana after 
the middie of May, whose business and circumstances admit of their doing so, 
returning here in November, when the season of the vomito is generally past. 

I did not, certainly, anticipate when I did myself the honour of addressing 
your Lordship upon the subject of Her Majesty’s Consular and other officers in 
Cuba being entitled to be placed upon the same footing as the Consular officers in 
some of the southern States of America, that a case, in the person of Mr. Ryder, 
would so soon occur for your Lordship’s consideration to be admitted to the 
privilege of exemption from deduction of salary during absence from his post in 
the months of the sickly season. 

But this case is a proof of what Her Majesty’s officers are exposed to in this 
climate, and [ indulge the hope that the subject, fully examined, will he found 
entitled to just consideration, and Her Majesty’s Consuls and other officers be 
admitied to the indulgences granted to the Consuls of New Orleans, Mobile, 
Savanah, and Charleston, when absent during the sickly season every year. 

Under the proofs adduced in the statistics which | had had the honour of 
laying before your Lordship, accompanying the Consular despatch alluded to, I 
beg leave most respectfully to claim that we be placed on a like footing, instead of 
being, as we are, subjected to the deduction of half our salarics, whilst we have 
to incur the unavoidable charges of removing, as Mr. Ryder has just been obliged 
to do, from this pestiferous climate for the very preservation of his life. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 69. 


Certificate. 
Dy. Belot's Private Infirmary. 

J. CHARLES BELOT, M.D. of the University of Paris, Leipsic, and Madrid, Director of the private 
infirmary above-named, do hereby certify that Iam attending Mr, William D. Ryder, who is suffering from fever 
of this country, and is in a very weak and emaciated condition. [is safety defends upon change of climate, and I 
consider it indispensable that he should remove trom Cuba by the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. Ryder is of an exceedingly bilions temperament : it would be quite unsafe tor him to remain here during 
the remainder of the sickly season, which has set in with unusual severity, with the prevailing fever more fatally 
malignant than I have known it in other years. 

Havana, June 24, 1858. 

(Signed) DR. CII. BELOT. 


I hereby certify that the above signature “ Dr. Ch, Belot” is the true and proper handwriting and usual 
signature of Charles Belot, Esq. M.D., a physician duly authorized and practising in this city, well known to 
me, and worthy of all credit. 

Havana, June 24, 1858. 

(Signed ) Jos. T. Crawronrp, Consul- General 





No. 70. 
Her Majesty’s Arbitrator to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received August 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, June 30, 1858. 


1 HAVE the honour to request the favour of your Lordship to grant me six 
months’ leave of absence from my post, on the ground of ill-health. 


HAVANA. 37 


I arrived here about the beginning of the sickly season, when the generality of 
Europeans leave the place. I have hardly known a day’s good health since my 
arrival, and my physician now advises that [ should leave this island without delay. 

I inclose his certificate to that effect, together with Mr. Crawford's attestation 
of its genuineness. 

I have, &e. 
. (Signed) W. D. RYDER. 


. P.S.—T he certificate above referred to is inclosed in Mr. Commissary Judge 
Crawford's No. 17 of the Ist of July. 





No. 71. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Her Majesty's Arbitrator. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 11, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch of the 30th of June, requesting six months’ leave of absence from your 
post, on account of ill-health; and [am to acquaint you, in reply, that his Lord- 
ship accedes to your request. 

Iam, Xe. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 72. 
Her Mujesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—t( Received October 2.) 


(No. 18.) 
My Lord. Huvana, September 3, 1858. 

TUE number of vessels that have been fitted out, and which have-sailed from 
the ports of this island, and from those of the United States, in 1857, and the 
current year, has been very considerable, and with few exceptions, the African 
Slave ‘Trade has been carried on under the American flag. 

As L have kept an account of all the vessels, which [have heard of, as being 
engaged in that abominable Traffic, | beg leave to lay the list before your Lord- 
ship, with the observation that L consider it is, in all probability, far from being 
complete, and that many more expeditions have becn sent to the coast, some of 
which have, doubtless, escaped the vigilance of our cruizers, and have successfully 
landed their cargoes of slaves on this island. 

The list which | have now the honour of submitting to your Lordship 
comprises 50 American, 7 Spanish, 1 Peruvian, and | Norwegian ; total, 59 vessels. 

Of these, | have learnt that 23 have been captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers ; 
3 by the authorities and cruizers of the United States ; 2 are under detention here ; 
11 had landed cargoes, and 2 of them returned to the coast, were there captured ; 
19 are not accounted for; 4 were captured by Spanish cruizers. 

It would be desirable that we should have in this office a list of che vessels 
captured by the African squadron, from time to time, as they are reo orted to 
your Lordship, without waiting until the account can be made up from ch papers 
presented in Parliament ; and L would beg the favour of my being furnished with a 
list of all the captures of slavers by Her Majesty's cruizers in 1557, and up to the 
latest date in L858, to be continued afterwards as captures are reported. 

I understand that the Acting Consul-General of the United States has received 
the fullest approbation of his Government for the part he took in detecting the 
“A. C. Perkins” and the “ Nancy” recently, co-operating with the Spanish 
authorities here in both those cases, as well as the fullest encouragement and 
instructions for him to persevere in the course he has been pursuing with regard to 
American vessels, suspected of being about to engage in the Slave Trade, by 
refusing their clearances and the delivery of their papers until after he has been 
thoroughly satisfied as to the legality of the voyare, as well as of the right of the 
vessels to use the United States’ national colours. 

I am of opinion that this system of scrutiny will be found to operate in a most 
favourable manner, and will prevent, in a great measure, the continuation of the 
abuse of that flag, which had become so common here and elsewhere in Cuba. 

[ have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. 'T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 72. 
List of Vessels reported to have Sailed for the Coast of Africa, to be employed in the Slave Trade with Cuba. 









Sailing. 
1857 

Jan. 0 
Feb. 12 
Jan. 31 
March 4 
April 4 
Avril 4 
” 7 
” 16 
” 29 
May 6 
” 9 
” 16 
June 3 
” 23 
July 18 
” 13 
» 27 
August 1 
” 4 
» 19 
» 20 
Oct. 25 
Dec. 18 















American brig 
” barque 


Description of Vessel. 


* schooner .. 


> brig 


” ” 


” schooner 


Spanish barque 
American ship 
” brig 
” ” 
”» barque 
Spanish schooner 
»  barque 


American ship 
Spanish ship . 


American schooner .. 


” ” 
» brig 
” barque.. 
» schooner .. 
” brig 
Spanish barque 


American brig 


Spanish barque 


American schooner . i 


Peravian ship . 
American brig 


2» schooner , 


” barque 








Vessel. 


Adams Gray . oe 
Splendid . .. 
Panchita 2 


Jupiter 

Eliza Jane ste 
William Clark oe “a 
Onward we nm . 
Conchita = 
Charles s 

Crimea hi or oe 
W. D. Miller . ais o 
Minnetonka ., i 
Mercedita ne 
Restauracion . a 





Hydra . 


Venus . : ae 


Jos. H. Record on ve 


Abbott Devereux 

Kk. B. Lawton 

C. B. Williams 

James Buchanan 
Windward = 
Eloisa (a) 3 Hermanos 
Telegraph 

Braman m 

la de Cardenas 


Niagara es ee x 


Architect .. 
C. Perkins 


Wintermoyeh - 


Paez (a) Mazeppa ee i 


Petrel . ge oe 








Cleared for, &e. 


New Orleans . a 
Cuba, from New York 
Fitted at New York 
Ditto .. 

Ditto . . es 
Sailed from New Orleans 


Cienfuegos 
Monte Video . 
Madagascar .. os 


Remedios... 


Batavia. 
Buenos Ayres. 
Monte Video . 
Monrovia 
Boston 

Callao . 
Boston 

United States . 
Antwerp 
United States . 
Key West 
Monte Video . 
United States 
Buenos Ayres 
St. Thomas 


Boston 











Remarks. 





Captured, April 16, by Her Majesty's ship “* Prometheus.” 
Captured, July 17. hy Portuguese schooner * Cabo Verde.” 
Captured, May 9, by Her Majesty's ship “ Sappho.” 
Captured, June 29, by “ Antelope,” with 70 slaves. 
Captured, August 24, by “ Alecto.” in Cabenda Bay. 
Captured, August 22, by “ Firefly,” near Little Popo. 
Captured, Sept -mber 13, by “ Myrmidon.” 

Captured, August 27, by * Firefly,” near Whydah. 
Captured near Annobon,. 

Landed 514 slaves at Guanimar. 











| Landed 415 slives near Sierra Morena, in July, avd was then burnt. 


Landed 610 slaves at Remedios, in November; returned to the coast on a second 
slaving expedition, and is said to have been captured. 

Landed 123 slaves, September 18, at Havana. Owner, — Duraiona. 

Sailed from Matanzas, and is supposed to have landed a cargo of slaves in Cuba; 
she then returned to the coast, and was captured, December 2, by “ Alecto.” 


Captured, September 4, with 191 slaves, in the Bight of Benin. 

Captured, August 1. with 270 slaves, near Whydah, by * Teazer.” 

Supposed to have landed 450 slaves at Sierra Morena. 

Said to have been captured in the River Congo. 

Landed 300 slaves near the Isle of Pines ; went to Yucatan, and was sold there. 
Captured, November 3, with 630 slaves, near the Congo, by “ Aleeto.” 


Landed a cargo of slaves in Cuba. 
Captured by Her Majesty's ship * Vesuvius.” 


Said to have been captured or destroyed. 


Landed 400 slaves near Mariel. Went to Sisal, Yueatan, and returned to Havana, 
May 80, 1858. Was fitting out for another slave voyage when seized by the 
authorities, and is now under detention. 

Captured by * Conflict.” 

OF Philadelphia Was captured, September 10 with 385 slaves on board, by 
Spanish schooner “ Cristina.” 

Of Mobile. Was captured, October 15, with 537 slaves on board, by Spanish 
steamer “* Neptuno.” 


“VNVAVH 


List of Vessels reported to have sailed for the 


Coast of Africa, &e.— continued. 





Date | 
of Description of Vessel. | 








1857 | 
Dec. 18 | American barque | 
‘4 » ” 
1858 
Jan. 5 ” ” 
” 5 » brig 
Feb. 9 ” ” 
” 9 ” ” 
” 9 » » 
” 11 ” barque 
” 14 ” schooner 


” 16 | Norwegian brix oe 

” 25 | American barque .. 
March 14 = schooner 

» 21 | Spanish ship . 

” 27 | American brig 





April 15 » schooner 

” 19 ” brig 

» 22 » _ barque 
May * brig 

” » ” on 
June 16 ” schooner .. 

” 19 » — barque 

” 25 » brig 

3 30 6 ketch " 
July 5 rn barque ‘ 

” 6 » — brig ‘ 

” 19 ” barque 

ae brig r | 





——— rr CO - rr -.-OeSs>aooomsvgsse 


Havana, September 3, 1858. 


Vessel. 





Vesta . 
Lexington 


Almeida oe 
R. M. Charlton 
General Scott 
Henry Cole .. 
Putnam (a) Echo 


E. A. Rawlins 


Angeline 

St. Olof 
Governor Parris 
Lydia Gibbs .. 
Emilia 

St. Andrew 
Cortez a 
Mary Elizabeth 
Venus . . 
Huntress 


Kate Hellen 


Austin * 
General Green 
Juliet . 
Brothers 
Lyra .. 


Rufus Soule .. 
J. W. Reid 


Naney 








Tons. Cleared for, &e. 
147 
148 | St. Thomas. 
191 | Ditto. 
197. | New Orleans - 
149 | Boston 
150 j Buenos Ayres. 
275 =| Portland. 
114 | Annobon 
590 | Marseilles * 
147 | Charleston .. ar 
315 | Annobon 
124 | St. Thomas. 
240 | Annobon. 
| 
132 | Mosquito. 
242) | Charleston. 
142 Charlest mm. 
207 | Key West 
173 | Liberia 
350 |. a 
219 |.. 





¢ Remarks. 





Of Boston. Was captured, October 23, with 169 slaves on board, by Spanish 
schooner “ Isabel 2a.” 

Of Boston, Was captured, October 23, with 497 slaves on board, by Spanish 
steamer ** Venadito.” . 

Sailed from St. Jago de Cuba, and was captured, April 26, by “ Conflict.” 


Captured, August 21, with 328 slaves, by United States’ brig “ Dolphin,” off 
Double Headed Shot Cays. 

Suiled from New Orleans for St. Thomas, and landed 650 slaves at Punta de la 
Teja, after which she went to Savannah, United States, where she was fined 
500 dollars for irregularity of papers. 

Supposed to have landed 300 slaves at Punta Gorda, near Matanzas, June 26. 


Captured, May 29, near Whydah, by ‘* Trident.” 

Captured, March 22, by ‘* Styx.” 

Captured, with over 300 slaves, and sent to St. Helena. Crew arrived here in a 
Dutch coolie ship, on August 31. 

Captured by ** Forward,” off Cayo Piedra. 


Sailed from Matanzas ; was chased into Key West by the ** Styx,” and seized there 
by the American authorities. 
Sailed from Matanzas. 


Cleared for Macao, from St. Jago de Cuba, and is owned by * Bautista,” a Portuguese. 


Seized by the American authorities there. 

Sailed from Matanzas. 

Sailed from go de Cuba, and fitted out by the same partics who owned the 
« Almeida.’ 

Landed « cargo of slaves in Cuba; went to Laguna, from whence she arrived here 
on the 14th of April last, and was fitting out for another expedition to Africa, 
when seized, July 17, by the Spanish authorities, and is still under detention. 








(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 


“VNVAVH 


“40 HAVANA. 


No. 73. 
Mr. Hammond to Her Majesty’s Arbitrator. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th instant, applying, on account of the impaired state of your health, 
for an extension of your leave of absence from your post ; and I am to acquaint you 
in reply that Lord Malmesbury consents to your remaining in this country until 
the Ist of February next. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 74. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1858. 

IN compliance with the request contained in your despatch No. 18 of the 3rd 
ultimo I inclose, for your information, a list of the vessels engaged in the Slave 
Trade, which were either captured or destroyed by British Cruizers during the past 
year on the African and Cuban Coasts. 

In the year 1857 the two vessels, the schooner “General Pinkney,” or “General 
Pierce,” and the barque “ Velha Annita,” or ‘“‘ Splendid,” of Boston, were also 
captured by the Portuguese authorities on the west Coast of Africa. 

I inclose also a list of the vessels which, up to the date of the latest advices, 
have been captured by British Cruizers during the pare year. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





"y BSVIE- 










Flushing 
















Ditto . ee oe 





United States . 


Havana 


Havana 


New York 


Havana 


Ditto . 





..| Commander Close, H.M.S. “Trident”... 
Commander Courtenay, H.M.8. “ Conflict” 
.., Commander Vesey, H.M.S. ‘* Styx” 


Inclosure 1 in No. 74. 


List of Slavers Captured or Destroyed by British Cruizers, during the Year 1858. 





Captor. 





Remarks. 




















Commander Courtenay, H.M.S. “ Conflict’ | Sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 


Ditto. 
Sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 
Sent to Jamaica for adjudication. 


Lieutenant Davis, H.M.'sgun-boat “ Forward”) Sent to Port Royal, Jamaica, for adjudi- 
cation. 
United States’ brig-sloop “‘ Dolphin” 


Commander Courtenay, H.M.S. “ Conflict” | Sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 


Commander Bowden, H.M.S. “ Medusa” ..;| Ditto. 


Lieutenant Hodgkinson, H.M.S. “‘ Viper” .| No , but a pass from American 

nn - Consul at ‘Hisens, Sent to St. 
Helena for adjtidication. 

Bound for Kilongo, to ship a catgo of 


slaves. 


Commander Truscott, H.M.S. “ Heron” 





Ditto . No papers. 





“VNVAVH 


14 


42 HAVANA. 
No. 75. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received November 1.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Havana, October |, 1858. 

WITH reference to the despatch No. 2 of January last, which was addressed to 
your Lordship by Her Majesty’s Commissioners, in which it was shown that the 
uumber of slaves which are landed annually in Cuba, no notice of which ever reaches 
this Commission, exceeds the proportion of one-third, which it has been customary 
to add to the sum of those we are able to particularize; and the list which accom- 
panied that despatch, the American vessel, “ James Buchanan,” is therein mentioned 
as having effected a landing of her cargo, after which she proceeded to Sizal. 

But the American newspaper press appears to be better informed as to the 
“ James Buchanan’s”’ doings, as your Lordship will perceive by the “slip” from 
the “ New Orleans Delta,” which f have the honour of transmitting herewith, and 
wherein it is stated that that vessel has made four successful trips in the Slave 
Trade, by which, it is alleged, her owners have cleared some 400,000 dollars. 

] believe that not only the “ James Buchanan,” but other vessels, have made 
ie successful voyages in the Slave Trade, as to which no intelligence has ever 
reached Her Majesty’s officers here stationed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 75. 
Extract fiom the New Orleans * Delta.” 


“ WE learn,” says the * Philadelplia Monitor’ of the 11th instant, that the owners of the ‘James Buchanan, 
aslaver built and fitted out in the Delaware river, in sight of our dwelling, have beeome apprehensive of loss 
since the capture of the ‘Zehv.’ But the * James Buchanan’ has made four successful voyages since 1856, and 
cleared 400,000 dollars. Two of the owners were the supporters of Fremont for the Presidency. So we go. 
Our readers may be incredulous, nevertheless we state nothing but facts.” 

This is highly corroborative of the opinion we have frequently expressed of the existence of a strong, prac- 
tical, though latent disposition in the north to encourage and sustain slavery and the Slave Trade. We now 
repeat, that if the South should ever manifest the insane purpose to do away with negro slavery, we would not 
be at all surprised to hear a furious clamour raised among the northern people against the project. And, truly, 
they would have a right, in common with the civilized world, to protest against an act that would be so disastrous 
to commerce, and so repugnant to wholesome principles of civilization. 

But, for immediate practical purposes, the pocket argument is strongest, of course, with northern commer- 
cialists. If Northern shipowners have realized immense profits by conveying Furopean emigrants, and Northern 
capitalists incaleulably benefited by the cheap and abundant labour thus acquired, still greater would be the 
gains derived from both resources, if African slave importation were opened as a legitimate branch of American 
shipping business, and if an unrestricted supply of that kind of labour, to meet a natural demand, were permitted 
to swell those productions that are the materials of the richest commerce in the world. 





No. 76. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 13, 1858. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 2 of the 30th ultimo, | inclose, for your 
information, a copy of a letter from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” 
reporting the circumstances attending the capture of the brigantine ‘* Kate Helen,” 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but without colours or papers. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





HAVANA. 43 
No. 77. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 2.) 


(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Havana, October 31, 1858. 

THE Spanish steamer of war, “General Lezo,” brought into this port last 
night, or early this morning, a vessel barque-rigged, having on board 600 Bozal 
negroes. 

This slaver, it seems, had put a part of her living cargo of human beings into 
lighters off the Coast, near Cardenas ; and one of the said lighters, a sloop, as I 
understand, having some fifty Bozals on board, fell into the hands of the authorities 
there. The barque is evidently American-built, between 300 and 400 tors ; and the 
crew, it was said, effected their escape in the slaver’s boats; but, according to 
another statement, they were allowed to go away after the prize had been brought 
into port. 

I have been informed that this slaver is the “ Venus of New Orleans,” but | 
am not certain as to this; there is no name visible on her stern, and neither papers 
nor colours were found on board her. 

Some unaccountable panic, it appears, caused the master and crew to desist 
from the already commenced landing of the slaves near Cardenas, and put out to 
sea. Telegraphic intelligence was sent on from Cardenas, and the slaver having 
been seen drifting about (those on board were seemingly indifferent about their fate, 
so completely disheartened had they become), therefore the “General Lezo,” ordered 
upon this service, left Havana about 2 p.m. on the 30th, and had secured their prize 
before it was dark the same evening. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 78. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 17, 1858. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 13th ultimo, | inclose, for your 
information, a copy of a letter* from the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Viper” 
to the Secretary to the Admiralty, reporting the capture of a brigantine, without 
colours or papers, supposed to be the * Rufus Soulé.” 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No, 79. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 3, 1859.) 


(No. 22.) : 
My Lord, Havana, November 23, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 2 of the 30th ultimo, inclosing, for my information, a list of the vessels engaged 
in the Slave Trade, which were either captured or destroyed by British cruizers 
during the past year on the African and Cuban coasts, and acquainting me, that, in 
the year 1857, two vessels were captured by the Portuguese authorities on the 
West Coast of Africa, 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of, and beg leave to thank your Lord- 
ship for, the list of vessels which, up to the date of the latest advices, have been 
captured by British cruizers during the present year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


G2 


44 HAVANA. 
No. 80. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 3, 1859.) 


(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 4, 1858. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21 dated 31st October, reporting the 
capture by a Spanish war-steamer, the ‘‘ Conde de Venadito” it should have been, 
instead of the “ General Leso,” as stated by me in that despatch, of a barque- 
slaver, with slaves on board. I waited some days afterwards, and nothing upon 
the subject of said capture having been communicated to the Mixed Court, I 
deemed it my duty to consult my Spanish colleague and the Secretary, as to the 
propriety of addressing the Captain-General, and of claiming the prerogative of the 
Court, as stipulated in the Treaty, Article I of Annex A, and Article II] of 
Annex B, to cognizance, in the first instance, of all such cases. 

And the result having been that the Spanish Judge and the Secretary fully 
concurred in my opinion, the Court, on the 3rd ultimo, addressed his Excellency 
upon this important subject, to which an unsatisfactory answer was given, dated 
the 5th, but which was not received until some days afterwards, when the Court 
addressed General Concha in the energetic terms of their letter of the 15th, to 
which, as yet no answer has been received. 

I have now the honour of laying before your Lordship copy translations 
of this correspondence, and, it appears to me, that as little time as possible should 
be lost in bringing this matter to a proper conclusion, sustaining the dignity and 
attributes of the Mixed Court, which have been disregarded by the Captain-General 
upon several occasions, sv that both the Spanish Judge and myself could no longer 
allow the matter to pass unnoticed, and, notwithstanding that the Royal Orders of 
the 19th August and 4th September 1838 are referred to in the last letter we 
addressed to his Excellency, so far as I am informed, he has taken no steps to 
rectify his mistake, by retiring proceedings from the Royal Audienzia and passing 
them to the Mixed Court, which, consequently, has not had any cognizance either 
of this last case of the «‘ Venus,” nor of the four last year, which are referred to in 
the correspondence, and which General Concha cited as precedents. 

[ have, &c 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD 





Inclosure 1 in No. 80. 
The Mixed Court to the Captain-General of Cuha. 


(Translation.) 
Most Excelient Sir, Harana, November 3, 1858. 
HAVING heard by public rumour that a few days ago a steamer of Her Catholic Majesty's Royal Navy 
entered this harbour, bringing in a vessel with a cargo of Bozal cargoes, and ignoring the circumstances which 
may have led to such capture, so as to cnable us to determine whether the cognizance of the affair comes within 
the jurisdiction of the Mixed Court of Justice, according to Article 1 of Annex A, and Article III of Annex B 
of the existing Treaty, we have the honour of requesting that your Excellency may be pleased to inform us 
circumstantially on the subject, for the purpo-e indicated. 
God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE ML. ESPELIUS, 
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 80. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to the Mixed Court. 


(Translation.) Havana, Navember 5, 1858. 

1 HAVE received the communication which your Honours addressed to me on the 3rd instant, in consequence 
of the seizure of a cargo of Bozals made by Her Majesty's steamer “ Conde de Venadito,” and in which commu- 
nication your Honours request me to inform the Court of the circumstances which led to such seizure, so as to 
enable you to decide whether the cognizance of it belongs thereto, according to Article I of Annex A, and 
Article III of Aunex B of the existing ‘l'reaty. 

Fulfilling the wishes of the Court, I have to state, that in the seizure referred to, none of the circumstances 
occurred which are required by said Treaty in order that the Mixed Court can adjudicate sich a case. Neither 
has the seizure been made by any of Her Majesty's cruizers properly authorized for this service (the only case in 
which that competency exists); nor has any of the other circumstances occurred which are there required for that. 
purpose.. 
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The seizure treated of has been made by a vessel of war of Her Majesty, charged with watching the coast, 
and by the authorities of Cardenas, in whose waters the landing was commenced ; and it is a precisely similar case 
to that of the cargoes captured towards the end of last year, respecting which the Mixed Court made n. claim 
whatever, in consideration, no doubt, of the same reasons [ have just stated to vour Honours. 

Based on those reasuns, the moment I received advice of the capture, I passed it to the Royal Audencia 
Pretorial, anc that Court, according to the existing laws, has already taken cognizance of the affair. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 80. 
The Mixed Court to the Captuin- General of Cuba. 


Illustrious Sir, Havana, November 15, 1858. 

WE have received your Excellency's communication of the 5th, in answer to that which we had the honour 
to address to you on the 3rd instant, requesting your Excellency would be pleased to inform this Court of the 
circumstances which led to the capture, made by Her Catholic Majesty's steamer ‘* Conde de Venadito,” of a vessel 
with a cargo of negroes, so as to enable us to determine, according to the existing Treaty, whether the cognizance 
of said capture came within the jurisdiction of the Mixed Court; and your Excellency having the complaisance to 
accede to that request, has been pleased to inform us, that in the capture referred to, none of the circumstances 
occurred which are required by the Treaty, in order that this Court ean adjudicate in the matter, inasmuch as 
neither hes the eapture been effected by a properly authorized cruizer of Her Majesty, the ouly case in which the 
Court is competent, nor have any of the other circumstances occurred as required by said ‘Treaty, beeause the 
capture was made by a vessel of war of Her Catholic Majesty, commissioned to wate the coast, and by the 
authorities of Cardenas, in whose waters the landing was commenced, it being a similar cause to that of the 
cargoes captured towards the end of last year, respecting which no claim was made by this Court, no doubt 
for the same reasons; on which account your Excellency wis pleased, the moment you were advised of the 
capture, to pass it to the Roval Audencia Pretorial, which Court has accordingly already taken cognizance of the 
matter, 

Notwithstanding that we respectfully and duly appreciate the reasons stated upon which your Excelleney 
founds your opinion as to the incompetency of this Court to adjudicate in the present case, we think it our duty 
humbly to observe to your Excellency, that the vessel in question having been captured with a cargo of slaves, 
this patent fuct alone of a complete infraction of the Treaty of 1835, subjects it to the direct and exclusive juris- 
diction of the Mixed Court, to whom, as it has no superior in this island, it belongs, after examining in the process 
formed for that purpose, the circumstances which took place at the capture, to deduce therefrom whether the 
mater is within its inemmbency or vot, following it up in the first instance, or giving it up in the second. 

On these grounds, we cannot do less than consider that no other authority but the Mixed Court of Justice 
ean determine the legality or illegality of this prize, and that it behoves your Excellency, as the Representative 
of Tler Catholic Majesty, with whom alone this Court should treat, as directed in the Royal Order of the 19th 
August 1538. and that of the 4th September of the same year, sent from tie Secretary of State's Office to this 
Government, to order that this Court should exercise its functions in the present case. and in all similar cases 
which may happen in fature, 

as regards this Court’s not having claimed the prizes which weve made towards the end of last year, we 
must, and we have now the honour of explaining to your Fxcel’eney, that this did not result from any considera- 
tions relative to the cognizance of the cireumstances that concurred therein, which it was impossible for this 
Court to do, inasmuch as no offici | notification has been made to it up to this date, ether by your Excellency or 
by any of the subaltern authorities, this being precisely one of the motives which most oblige us to make to your 
Excellency the respectful request before mentioned, in order that it may never be understood that, on the part of 
the Mixed Court, there can be any omission in the fulfilment of the stipulations of the Treaty, or that the Court 
sheuld suffer any slight to be put upon* (curtailment of*) its attributions, protesting to your Lxcellency that these 
considerations are those which alone prompt us to make the present reclamation. 

God preserve, Xe. (Signed) JOSE MANUEL ESPELIUS. 

JOS. 'T. CRAWFORD. 








No. 81. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received February 2, 1859.) 


(No, 24.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 27, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 3 of the 13th ultimo, inclosing for my information a copy of a letter from the 
Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” reporting the circumstances attending 
the capture of the brigantine “ Kate Helen,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
but without colours or papers. 

The ‘“ Kate Helen” was fitted out at Matanzas, and was one of the vessels 
included in the list contained in my despatch No. - of the 3rd of September last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





* The Spanish word “ menorcabo” may admit of either of the above translations, or it may be translated 
“diminution.” 
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No. 82. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{ Received Pebrusey 2, 1859.) 


(No. 25.) , 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated 
negroes have been sent from this to Jamaica during the present year. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 83. 
Her Mayesty’s Commissary Judge io the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 2, 1859.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1858. 

THE enormous increase of the Slave Trade within the year this day ended 
has, doubtless, occupied your Lordship’s attention, since the extensive preparations 
for its being carried on upon an extended scale were reported by me long ago; but 
there seems to be no diminution of the activity and means which are employed by 
the slavers, whose efforts are encouraged by their continued success, and their 
finding no difficulty in landing and passing the newly-imported negroes on through 
the country to the estates, where, as they ere provided with cedulas, baptismal 
certificates, &c., they may be considered safe. Such is the nature of the corrupt 
arrangements which the free use of money enables them to make with the Spanish 
authorities. 

During the last month several American vessels have been sold here, and have 
been purchased by parties suspected of being concerned in the Traffic, so that the 
following are supposed to br destined for the coast of Africa, and most of them, if 
not all, will certainly proceed to the coast, and bring slaves to Cuba, viz. :— 

American barque “J. J. Cobb,” 307 tons ; cleared 17th, sailed 20th instant. 

American barque “ Horatio,” 517 tons, intended to clear for New Orleans. 

American brig “ Huntress,” 164 tons, is the same that was seized at Key West 
for slave-trading by the American authorities, into which place she was pursued by 
Her Majesty’s steamer “Styx,” when she sailed‘from Matanzas. Said “ Huntress” 
came afterwards to this port, and cleared here for Key West on the 13th instant, in 
ballast. 

Spanish barque “ Lorencita,” 300 tons, clared for Laguayra, 14th December, 
with twenty-five pipes of rum. ; 

American barque “. A. Rawlins,” 278 tons, now in port, arrived from 
Savannah, has been in the Slave Trade, and as she is consigned to notorious 
sJavers, will, no doubt, be again sent to the coast. 

It appears that the power of money with these authorities is quite irresistible. 
The officers, upon whom it was considered that dependence could be placed as 
Lieutenant-Governors of districts, have many of them fallen under this temptation, 
and it would be difficult to say where such corruption ends, or how high ‘it 
reaches. 

Certain it is that the Lieutenant-Governors of certain districts retain their 
commandsa fter more than one expedition of Africans have been landed within this 
jurisdiction under circumstances leading to the moral conviction of such officers 
connivance, 

The Captain-General complains that without trial, upon judicial proofs of com- 
plicity, the officers cannot be perce or punished in such cases, the legally con- 
stituted tribunal being the Royal Audiencia Pretorial ; but surely his Excellency’s 
authority is competent to remove those from command whom he himself had 
appointed, and so mark his disapprobatior of their conduct; whereas, their being 
continued after such presumptive evidence of dereliction, if not of dishonourable 
practices, gives rise to conjectures that there may be some implied toleration, and 
aconclusion is arrived at by no means favourable to the character of the Chief 


Authority. 
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I have not yet drawn that conclusion, but I consider it by no means proper 
that, notwithstanding the recently repeated infractions of the law, and of the ‘Treaty 
in the district of Cardenas, the Lieutenant-Governor should be continued in the 
command at that place. 

I have, &c 


(Signed) | JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 84.' 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received February 2.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 1, 1859. 
IN obedience to the Act 5 George IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist day of January and the Ist day of July in each year, I have the 
honour to report that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed 
Court of Justice at this place during the last six months. 
I have, 


&e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


No. 85. 
Mr. Ryder to the Earl of Malmesbury.—‘Received February 7.) 


My Lord, 9a, Davies Street, Grosvenor Square, February 7, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to request that 1 may have the same permission to retire 
from my post at Havana, during the sickly season, as may be granted to my 
colleague in the Commission. I should, of course, feel it my duty to arrange my 
absence as that no part of it should occur at the same time with that of my 





colleague. 
I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 
No. 86. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Ryder. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 1859. 


I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your _ 
letter of the 7th instant, requesting that you may be placed on the same footing as 
your colleague in the Commission, in regard to the permission which has been 
granted to him to absent himself from his post at the Havana during part of the 
sickly season ; and in reply I am to state to you that you are at liberty to leave 
your post for two months during the unhealthy season, on the understanding that 
you arrange with your colleagueso that you shall not be both absent from your post 
at the same time. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) Ww. S. V. FITZGERALD. 


ee 


i 


No. 87. 
aie 6 The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 
«No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March f, 1859. 


I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 21 and 23 of the 31st of October 
and 4th December last, reporting the capture by a Spanish war-steamer off the, 
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Coast of Cuba, of a barque with 600 slaves on board, and inclosing copies of a 
correspondence which has passed between the Mixed Commission Court and the 
Captain-General of Cuba, relative to the refusal of the latter to allow the Commis- 
sioners to take cognizance of, and to adjudicate in, the case of this vessel, on the 
ground that the Spanish cruizer which made the capture was not furnished with 
instructions under the Treaty between this country and Spain for the suppression 
of the Slave-Trade, and that none of the circumstances occurred which are required 
by Treaty to bring the case within the jurisdiction of the Mixed Commission 
Court. 

In reply | have to acquaint you that I have referred the papers relating to 
this case for the consideration of the proper Law Officer of the Crown, and in 
conformity with his opinion | have to state to you, that Her Majesty’s Government 
would not be borne out in contending that all vessels captured as slavers by 
Spanish cruisers, are to be sent for adjudication before the Courts of Mixed Com- 
mission, which exist only by virtue of Treaty. The Treaty of 1835, would have 
contained some express stipulation to this effect if such had been the intention of 
the Contracting Parties ; but this Treaty only authorizes captures ‘ by those ships 
of the Royal Navies of the two Powers, which should be provided with special 
instructions for that purpose.” 

And this view of the case is supported by Article IV of the Treaty with Spain, 
which stipulates, section 1, that the right of search is never to be exercised 
“except by vessels of war authorized expressly for that object, according to the 
stipulations of this Treaty.” 

Section 3 is in the same sense, and there are many other passages to the same 
effect, especially Articles V and LX, Annex A, Article I, and Annex B, Article III. 

| have further to observe that you do not contest the Captain-General’s version 
of the facts, and that there are no circumstances whatever stated in your corre- 
spondence with that officer, to show that the “ Venus” was captured ‘“ not” under 
the ordinary Spanish Law (as alleged by the Captain-General), but under the 
Treaty, and by a cruizer “duly authorized” in accordance therewith (which he 
denies). 

It is not even stated that the capture was made on the high seas, and not (as 
is to be inferred from the Captain-General’s letter) within Spanish jurisdiction. 

Moreover, the nationality of the “ Venus” would seem to be neither British nor 
Spanish, but probably that of the United States ; and if this should be the case, 
the Mixed Commission Court erected by Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, 
would have no jurisdiction over her, and a serious complication might arise if she 
were adjudicated in the Mixed Commission Court. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, therefore, the Captain-General’s 
answer may be regarded as sufficient, and it will not be necessary that you should 
press the matter further ; but there will be no occasion for you to make an official 
communication to this effect to the Captain-General. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) © MALMESBURY. 





No. 88. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to th Eurl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 4.) 


No. 2.) 
y Lord, Havana, January 24, 1859. 
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ycur Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of the 17th ultimo, inclosing for my information a copy of a letter from the 
Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper” to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
9 aly the capture of a brigantine without colours or papers, supposed to be the 


ufus Soule.” 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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No. 89. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 2.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 25, 1859. 

IT HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 17 dated 29th of December last, transmitting for my information a copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Buchanan, Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, reporting what 
passed at a conversation which he had with the Spanish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the subject of the Cuban Slave Trade. 

The Spanish Government always pretend to be devising measures, and inviting 
the Captains-General to suggest the means, for effectually putting an end to the 
Traffic. 

But | am very much afraid that there is no sincerity in those demonstrations, 
since the means already at the disposition of these authorities are scarcely ever effec- 
tually employed, and are constantly evaded with impunity, owing to the system of 
venality which prevails, so that it is very questionable, if the fullest authority were 
to be conferred upon the Captain-General, whether the results would be materially 
different, unless a responsibility were attached and enforced as to the performance 
of the duties in that respect, and he were answerable for the introduction of slaves, 
unless it could be satisfactorily shown that such infraction of the law, and of the 
existing Treaty, could not have been prevented, nor the parties detected and duly 
punished. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


Crass A. H 
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No. 90. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 5.) 


No. 6.) 
re Lord, Cape Town, February 15, 1858. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of 5th January last, inclosing for our information, under flying seal, three 
despatches for Her Majesty’s Consul at Mozambique upon matters connected with 
the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 

We have communicated to the senior naval officer on this station the intelligence 
that the ship “ Minnentonka”’ had landed a cargo of slaves, and had again been 
dispatched on a slaving expedition by Sefior Gabargas of the Havana. 

We shall not omit to forward your Lordship’s despatches to Mr. Mc Leod by 
the first opportunity. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 91. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Mr. Macleay. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 1, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th of March last, expressing a wish to be allowed to resign the post 
of Secretary and Registrar of the Mixed Commission Court, established at the 
Cape of Good Hope under the Treaty with Portugal of July 1842, for the suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade, and in reply J am to acquaint you that, in consideration of 
the representation which you have made to Lord Malmesbury as to the impaired 
state of your eyesight, his Lordship has been pleased to accede to your request. 

I am further to inform you that, on the recommendation of Lord Malmesbury, 
the Lords Commissioners off Her Majesty’s Treasury have granted you a retiring 
allowance at the rate of 166/. 13s. 4d. a-year, which will commence from the date of 
this letter, and will be paid to you or your assigns quarterly at the office of Her 
Majesty’s Paymaster-General. 


; I am, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 92. 





No, 93. 
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No. 94. 
Mr. Knox to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 25.) 
My Lord, 21, Victoria Grove, Brompton, June 24, 1858. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive and to acknowledge a letter from Mr. W. 
S. Fitzgerald, officially acquainting me that, in pursuance of your Lordship’s 
recommendation, the Queen had been graciously pleased to appoint me to be British 
Registrar to the Slave ‘Trade Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

I beg leave to express my gratitude to Her Majesty for the appointment, and 
my sincere thanks to your Lordship for the nomination. 

Subject to your Lordship’s instructions, I shall be ready to proceed to the Cape 
of Good Hope in August, or early in September next. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KNOX. 





No. 95. 
Mr. Know to Mr. Fitzgerald.—( Received June 25.) 


Sir, 21, Victoria Grove, Brompton, June 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 18th June, 
acquainting me that, in pursuance of the recommendation of the Marl of Malmesbury, 
the Queen had been graciously pleased to appoint me to be British Registrar to the 
Slave Trade Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

I am much obliged to you for this communication, and U have further to thank 
you for the details respecting the income, &c., connected with the office. 

I have written to Lord Malmesbury stating that I shall be ready to proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope in August, or early in September. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KNOX, 
No. 96. 
Mr. Hammond to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, 
(No. 4.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 5, 1858. 


I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you the accompanying 
extract of a despatch* from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the 
Havana, containing a list of vessels which have either already sailed, or are about 
to proceed to the African coast, under the American flag, and which are suspected 
of being destined to be employed in the Slave Trade; and [ am to desire that you 
will communicate a copy of this list to the commanders of any of Her Majesty's 
ships on the Cape Station. 





Lam, &c. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
No. 97. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 21.) 
(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 2, 1858. 


WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that no case has been adjudi- 
cated by the Mixed Commission, of which we are members, during the half-year 
ending June 30, 1858. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





* See No. 65. 
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ls The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 5.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, September 6, 1858. 

| TRANSMIT to you herewith, an extract and copy of two despatches* from 
Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, containing information 
with regard to vessels under American colours, which are suspected of being destined 
to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

And | have to desire that you will communicate the contents of the enclosed 
papers to the commanders of any of Her Majesty's ships on the Cape Station. 
m, & 


a c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 99. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malinesbury.— (Received October 5.) 


(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, August 20, 1858. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the 7th instant, 
Lieutenant Wm. Harris, of Her Mayesty’s ship “Lyra,” brought into this Mixed 
Commission the papers of the Portuguese dhow, “ Flor de Mocambique,” which 
vessel was seized, and subsequently destroyed, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” on 
the 20th of May last, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, there being 
ten negroes on board. 

The case being still before the Court, we are unable to communicate to your 
Lordship the particulars thereof, but we hope to lay the Report before your Lordship 
by the next mail. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 100. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 29.) 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 13, 1858. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 13 of the 20th August, reporting the 
detention of the Portuguese dhow, “ Flor de Mocambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, 
master, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” Commander Oldfield, we have now the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship our Report of the case of that vessel, with 
copies of the evidence and papers filed, and of the sentence which decreed her 
restoration to her owners, but without costs, damages, or expenses. 

This vessel was built at Mozambique before 1856, and had since that year 
been regularly employed in the coasting trade. When taken on the 20th of May 
last, she was two days out from Quillimane, on her way back to Mozambique, 
with her papers duly certified by the Portuguese authorities, and having on 
board a legal cargo, a mail, and despatches for the Government officers at 
Mozambique. 

Commander Oldfield was led to detain her, because she had on board 10 negroes, 
of whom 6 were described, in an order for their embarkation by the Acting Gover- 
nor of Quillimane, as rebel highwaymen, on their way to Mozambique as prisoners, 
and 4 were boys, who were said to belong to the crew of the vessel; whereas, 
neither these so-called prisoners, nor sailors, at all answered to the description 
given of them in the papers produced to the captor. 

There were also other circumstances of suspicion, such as six shackles and a 
chain; a larger boiler, and a greater quantity of provisions and water than were, 
in the opinion of the captor, requisite for the crew of the vessel as a merchant 
vessel; and these suspicions were further enhanced by the official report of 
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Mr. Consul McLeod, who was a passenger on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
that the master of the ‘“‘ Dhow” had admitted, in conversation with him, that the 
negroes on board were slaves, and that be had remonstrated with the Governor 
against their being put on board, but had been told that his papers would protect 
his vessel. ; 

Commander Oldfield, having decided to send the case for trial, and being of 
opinion that the vessel was unfit to make the voyage to the Cape, took the crew 
and negroes, with the greater portion of the cargo, on board Her Majasty’s ship 
* Lyra,” and destroyed the ‘* Dhow” by fire. 

He afterwards sent eighteen of the crew on shore at the Bazaruto Islands, and 
forwarded the papers, and the remaining persons found on board the ‘ Dhow,” 
namely, the master, mate, and cook, and the 10 negroes to this port, in charge of 
Lieutenant Harris, as prize-officer. 

Among the papers taken on board the vessel were certain official despatches, 
and a mail addressed to the Post-office at Mozambique, which were taken charge of 
by the Portuguese Commissioner, with the consent of the British Commissioner. 

There were also a number of loose sealed letters addressed to persons at 
Mozambique, and two or three other papers, which were made up into a parcel by 
order of Commander Oldfield, and brought into Court. 

The British Commissioner proposed that these sealed letters should be opened 
and examined, if required, as evidence in the case; but this was refused by the 
Portuguese Commissioner, and recourse being had to arbitration, the lot fell upon 
the Portuguese arbitrator, who coincided in opinion with his colleague, and these 
letters were therefore not opened. 

We shall have the honour of addressing your Lordship upon this subject in 
another despatch. 

The Portuguese Commissioner, however, in virtue of authority from his 
Government, opened the official despatches, and communicated to the Court copy 
of a letter from the Acting Governor of Quillimane to the Secretary of Government 
at Mozambique, relative to the six prisoners who were sent’in chains on board the 
* Hlor de Mozambique,” in like manner the Court was put in possession of the 
official manifest of the cargo, which was inclosed under seal to the Custom-house 
officer at Mozambique. 

The papers and evidence proved, that with regard to the 6 prisoners, and the 
supposed violation of the equipment Article in respect to shackles, water, and 
provisions, the suspicions of the captor were unfounded ; and the question of the 
vessel’s criminality was reduced to the one point, whether the presence on board of 
the 4 negro boys, whose personal appearance did not correspond with their ages 
and description, as given in the muster-roll, was a contravention of the Treaty, 

The muster-roll, it appeared, had been prepared for a crew of twenty-five 
persons, and a certificate of the Mozambique Custom-house set forth that she had 
a crew of twenty-five; but the twenty-fifth number was left blank, and twenty- 
four sailors only were shipped at Mozambique, of whom two deserted, so that she 
sailed from that port with a crew but of twenty-two persons. 

At Quillimane, the shipment of one sailor. described as Nio Valle, aged 20, 
was endorsed on the muster-roll, and another sailor having deserted, making three 
in all, three boys answering to the names of the three deserters, were put on 
board. 

There were several suspicious circumstances attendant on this shipment. It 
was effected on the night before the vessel sailed; three of the boys deposed that 
their owners paid money to the person who came to take them on board; and 
among the papers was a memorandum to the effect that the master would receive 
(frete) passage-money for a young negro who goes on board the “ Flor de Mogam- 
bique” from the person who would receive the said negre at Mozambique, which 
appeared to apply to the fourth of these lads. 

There was also the falsity of the evidence of the master in answer to the 
Standing Interrogatories, when he deposed that all his crew were shipped at 
Mozambique, except one at Quillimane; and the fact, that at the time the vessel 
was detained, the discrepancy between the appearance of the boys, and the entries 
on the muster-roll, were pointed out, and the master did not afford the captors the 
explanation which he afterwards gave to the Court, namely, that the boys were 
shipped at Quillimane, because his muster-roll having been certified at Mozambique 
for twenty-five persons, he was bound to produce that number to the authorities on 
his return to that port ; and that these boys were therefore shipped, as a matter of 
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course, by the port authorities for that purpose, the name of Nao Valle only being 
put upon the muster-roll, because it was a new name. 

But it was plain to the Court from the first, both from the manner in which the 
master gave his evidence, and from his replies, that in all that regarded his crew, 
he had been a passive instrument in the hands of the authorities at Mozambique 
and Quillimane, and that he looked upon them as the parties upon whom alone any 
responsibility rested; and it was in evidence before the Court, from a disinterested 
witness, Mr. Schlessinger, that the authorities at Quillimane took no notice of the 
manner in which the crews of vessels left their ships or were replaced, and that 
such a transaction as that described by the captain would not have been heeded, 
while a reference to the Commercial Code of Portugal shows that the entry of the 
ages of sailors shipped is not required by law. The forms in use at Mozambique, 
which contain a column for ages, were evidently of an old edition, issued prior to 
the date of the existing Commercial Code, and how this column was filled up was 
a matter of perfect indifference to the authorities. In proof of this it may be 
observed, that Nao Valle, a child of some 12 years, is entered as a sailor of 20. 

With respect to the money which appears to have been paid or promised, for 
the shipment of these boys, the master denied all knowledge of any such transaction; 
but from his explanation that boys of that age were taken, as being more easily 
instructed, it may be concluded that the port officer who procured these lads might 
have received some emolument from their owners, in consideration of the improved 
value they would acquire as sailors. 

There appeared to us to be nothing in the Treaty of 1842 that prohibits the 
master of a Portuguese coasting vessel from filling up with natives any vacancies 
amongst his crew caused by death or desertion, and to prescribe the nature of the 
documents and forms necessary to attest the shipment of crew would have been to 
enact a commercial code for Portugal —to supplement an article to the Treaty, 

The Treaty, then, in fact, did not, in our opinion, reach the case. Still, clearly, 
whenever natives are taken as crew, they should be shipped so as not to render the 
matricula a nullity, as in the present case. If, however, they were shipped without 
form or regularity, this appeared to be only a contravention of Portuguese muni- 
cipal law, and not of the Treaty, at any rate so long as the shipment was bond 
Jide. 

A difficulty presented itself in the consideration of the case, from the unwilling- 
ness of Her Majesty’s Commissioner to come to any decision that could be deemed 
to establish the legality of a Portuguese coasting vessel carrying a greater number 
of natives as crew than she could show to have positively sailed with; for such a 
practise, if generally pursued, would doubtless embarrass {ler Majesty's cruisers 
engaged in the Slave Trade suppression service; but the proper solution appeared 
to us to be, that the Court meer not deal with hypothetical matters, but could only 
treat each case on its own merits. In all such cases the suspicious vessel would 
be liable to detention, and might be condemned. In this instance had the ‘‘ Flor 
de Mocambique” been found with the boys on board in the neighbourhood, and 
hovering about the vicinity of a slave barracoon, and without licit cargo, the 
British Commissioner would have probably decided for condemnation. 

She had, however, been found with lawful cargo. She was not equipped for 
Slave Trade. She was proceeding to Mozambique to be under the immediate 
supervision of the Governor-General, to whom she was conveying prisoners and 
despatches, and the captors had produced no evidence to show that the Equipment 
Article had been infringed, or that the price of slaves ruled higher at Mozambique 
than Quillimane, or any fact tending to show that the negroes were on board for 
the purpose of Slave Trade. 

Under these circumstances, though we regretted that from the ruling of the 
Court, as to the private letters not being opened, the investigation had not 
been as complete as it should have been, sentence was pronounced admitting 
the claim for her restoration, but refusing the claim for any costs, damages, or 
expences. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure | in No. 100. 
Report. 


ON the 7th of August, Lieutenant William Harris brought in the following papers, and made affidavit, 
relative to the seizure of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de Mozambique,” Abdureman Ibraim, masier, by Her 
Majesty's sloop “ Lyra,” Rodolphus B. Oldfield Esq., commander, on the 20th of May, 1858, in latitude 15° 50’ 
scuth, longitude 40° 22! east: viz., 

Five certificates, dated May 20 and 22*, signed hy Commander Oldfield, setting forth the detention of the 
vessel as above stated, with papers numbered from 1] to 10; a crew of 25 persons (of whom 4 were suspected to 
be slaves) and 6 passengers (also suspected to be slaves); that the cargo was in good condition and well stowed ; 
that the vessel was in a good state, and seaworthy for native trade; that the cause of seizure was that the names 
and ages of four of the crew, and the whole of the six passengers, specified as rebels, in no way answered that given 
in the ship's papers; that one of the so-called rebels was secreted on board; and tnat there were slive irons on 
board. That on the 21st of May he removed the crew and slaves from the dhow, preparatory to her being 
destroyed, and afterwards, on the 29th of May, landed the crew at the Bazaruto Islands, retaining on board the 
* Lyra” the master, mate, and cook, with the ten negroes believed to be slaves. 

A certificate of measurement of the dhow, May 21, 1858, ssowing her to be of the burthen of $134 tous 
English, without counting a poop of about 8 tons, 

The affidavit of Lieutenant Harris further sets forth that the dhow was destroyed by fire on the 21st of May, 
having been found unsuited to eycounter the perils of a voyage to the Cape. having been cleared of her cargo, of 
guupowder, rice, and other provisions, which was taken on board Her Majesty's sloop “ Lyra;” that cighteer. of 
the crew were landed at the Bazaruto Islands: and that at Port Natal the master, two of the crew, and the 10 
slaves were trans-shipped to the * Madagascar” (packer) in his charge, and were brought by him to Table Bay, on 
the 6th of \ugust. 

A certificate of Commander Oldfield, dated off Natal, June 29, stating that on account of the sea on the bar, 
it was impossible to land the eargy taken ont of the dhow. 

The papers bronght in, as found on board, were— 

No. lL. A prrcel of vills of lnding relating 10 the cargo shipped at Quillimane in May 1858; and some, to 
that shipped at Mozambiqne in March 1538, 

No. 2. A manifest of some rice shipped at Nossibeh in September £857, and two bills of lading of goods 
shipped at Mozambique in March 1858. 

No. 3. The muster roll, certified March 13, 1858, at Mozambique to contain twenty-five persons, but on 
which only twenty-four numbers are filled up with names. A note opposite No. 17, Amissi, states that he does 
not go, having run away; and a note opposite No, 22 states that the same was the ease with Assinto. Visa for 
Quillimane, March 17, * taking only twenty-two persons,” signed by the officer who signed the first certificate of 
Mareh 13; and an endorsement, dated Quillimane, May 15, 1858, signed by acting Governor Machado. stating 
that “there goes also, in addition, a sailor named Niovalle, native of Quillimane, aged ZO years, a bachelor.’ 

No. 4. An order, dated Quillimane, May 14, signed by Acting Governor Machado, to the master of the 
“ Flor de Mozambique.” to recewe ou board six negroes, named Domingos, Utumbe, Dazinapierero, Mapanda, 
Nherezerane, and Mauta, who have been taken as rebel highwaymen, and to convey them with all security in 
chains to Mozambique, and there to place them at the disposal of the Governor-General. 

No. 5. A parcel containuy despatches, addressed to authorities at Mozambique, and a mail. 

No. 6. A parcel containing sealed letters, a paper * livro de cargo,” and an account-book, written in Arabic 
character, and a few loose open papers. 

No. 7. Passport for the dhow * Flor de Mocambique,” of 39} tons Portuguese, the property of Mamadi 
Bini Amadi Mazizi, a Portuguese subject, Mozambique, 24th May, 1856. Tue visas on this document show that 
the vessel has cleared out at Mozambique for San Lucia, June 7, 1856; for Quillimane, August 7, 1856 ; for 
Mozambique, August 28, 1856; for Quillimane, 29th September, 1856; for Mozambique, 14th October, 1856 ; 
for Quillimane, 22nd November, 1856; for Mazambique, 26th December, 1856; for Quillimane, 18th February, 
1857; for Mozambique, April 7, 1857; for Madagasear, July 11, 1857; for Quilimane (from Mozambique ), 
October, 81st, 1857 ; for Mozambique, December 1, 1857 ; for Quillimane, March 15, 1858 ; and for Mozambique, 
May 15th, 1858. Security given September 27, 1856, at Mozambique, that the versel should not be employed 
in the Slave Trade; with visas by Custom-house officers, Quillimane, October 14; Mozambique, December 6 ; 
Quillimane, December 26, 1856; and Mozambique, February 18; Quillimane, April 7, 1857: also a passport, 
dated September 14, 1857, from the Freneh authorities at Mobile. 

No. 8. Seeurity given, Mozambique, October 31, 1857, that the vessel should not be employed in the Slave 
Trade; with visas stating that she had arrived legally, and was to sail again legally, dated Quillimane, December 
1, 1857; Mozambique, March 15, 1858; and Quilimane, May 15, 1858. 

No. 9. Fifteen papers, of which the following only require notice:—1, receipt for duties on arrival and 
departure, Quillimane, May 14, 1858; 3, another like receipt; 6, receipt, Quilimane, May 15, for six sacks of 
ground rice,as provisions; 7, a note, that “ you will receive (* frete ") passage-money for the (* muluque "') young 
negro, who goes in the “ Flor de Mocambique,” 50 eruzados, which will be paid to you by the person who may 
present himself to receive the said * muluqne. ; 


Quillimane, May 16. 1858. 








(Signed) FRANCO. ANTO. PINTO, Consiynee. 


No. 10 is the log of the vessel, written in Arabic characters, but, as stated by the master, in the Parsee 
language. 

. On the 9th of August these papers were filed in Court, and application was made on behalf of the captors for 
the issue of she usual monition, which was decreed returnable on the 5th day. 

The prize officer was also examined, and deposed that Commander Oldfield had delivered the certificates, 
required by the Treaty, relative to the papers and slaves, to the master of the detained vessel at the time of 
captnre, and that at the time he took charge of the persons found on board and of the papers, he was second in 
command of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

On the 10:h of August a further affidavit of the prize officer was put in, setting forth that the dhow was 
first seen on the 20th May, at 7 p.M.; that on a gun being fired at 7°30, she hove to; that she was first boarded 
by Lieutenant Stephens, afterwards by Commander Oldfield, who returned to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” about 
10 o'clock. bringing slave shackles (a chain with six neck-collars), two Portuguese flags, and papers; that the dhow 





* ‘One of the certificates dated May 20 should have been dated May 29. 
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towed during the night, and the next day was cleared of cargo consisting of 76 kegs of gunpowder, native tobacco, 
several bags of rice, and some millet and maize, a portion of a large quantity left in the dhow, such as is used for 
slave food; that at 3 p.m, on further search with Lieutenant Stephens, deponent found about 50 bags of millet, or 
maize cocoa nuts, 4 good-sized leaguers of water; a boiler, larger than requisite, for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant vessel; about 12 coarse mats, not more than necessary for the people on board, but 
more than necessary for the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; that the master and the negroes being 
confronted, the four negroes pointed out by him as of the crew did not answer to the names on the muster- 
roll, nor did their appearance answer their description thereon; that amongst the six prisoners of war, three or 
four were inere lads, one a child of 10 years; that these ten persons were ill fed and in wretched condition, 
unlike the rest of the crew; that the official document, produced as authorizing the conveyance of the six 
prisoners, is informal—not sealed nor countersigned; and that the master stated to Mr. Consul MacLeod, in 
deponent’s hearing, that he was not to blame for having the slaves, for that he had remonstrated with the 
governor. Annexed to this deposition was an official report from Mr. Consul MacLeod of the conversation 
above alluded to, dated Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” at sea, May 23rd, and addressed to Commander Oldfield. 

The master, being examined on the standing interrozatories, deposed that he was a native of Damini, 
near Bombay, and resided there and at Mozambique; that he was a Portuguese subject; that he was appointed 
to command the vessel by Senhor Joao Vicente Rodrigo de Cardenas, at Mozambique, where the vessel was 
built, five or six years ago; that the vessel was detained because of the six prisoners ; that the crew were all 
shipped at Mozambique except one at Quillimane; that when the vessel was boarded, five of the prisoners came 
up, but one was asleep below ; none were secreted ; he took them on board by order of the governor (as he saw two 
soldiers taking on beard the packet in Algoa Bay), in irons, which were taken off when the vessel sailed ; that the 
vessel was built by the owner, and was worth about 3,090 Spanish dollars ; there were none of the equipments 
forbidden by the Treaty on board, except. the shackles with whieh the six prisoners came on board from the 
Governor of Quillimane ; there was one month's water on board, the voyage lasting from four or five days to 
twenty or thirty days; no casks, mcss-tubs, cooking utensils, or mats, or provisions, beyond what were required 
for the crew, except rice, &e, part of the cargo, and duly manifested ; that he could have brought his vessel round 
to Simon's Bay, and wished she had not been destroyed. 

An attempt was made to examine the mate and the cook upon certain of the standing interrogatories, but 
they could not apparcntly understand the interpreter of the Banyan language, or the Arbitrator of Her Most 
punon Majesty, who had kindly undertaken to interpret from the Portuguese language, when required by the 

ourt. 

On the 11th of August, the master was examined on special interrogatories, when he deposed to che names of 
the eighteen men of the crew landed at the Bazaruto Islands; that the boy Nao Valle is the same who was shipped 
at Quillimane; that Mabruque is the same as 1s on the muster-roll, but would not give an opinion as to their ages. 
He repeated that all his crew, except Naio Valle, was shipped at Mozambique. He denied that he had spoken of 
the prisoners to Mr. Consul Me Leod as slaves, or that lhe had stated that he had remonstrated with the Governor 
of Quillimane for sending them on board. The collars in which the prisoners came on bourd were taken off by 
him when his vessel has crossed the bad, and put away, but they were not secreted. 

The Marshal was also questioned as to the safe custody of the negroes, whom he reported to be in charge of 
the Curator of Liberated Africans. He was cautioned to prevent their being communicated with, and to procure 
a proper interpreter, 

Lieutenant Harris was also examined as to the packet of despatches No. 5, one of which was observed to be 
broken at the end. He deposed that he delivered the parcel as he received it. He was also examined as to the 
conversation between Mr. Consul Me Leod and the master ; and deposed that, in speaking of the six passengers, 
the master called them prisoners, not slaves, but confirmed his former evidence as to the master’s statement, that 
he had remonstrated with the Governor. 

On the 12th of August, the boys Assinto, Fortuna, Mabraque, and Niio Valle, were examined, and deposed 
that they were slaves at Quillimane, and were shipped, on the nizht before the vessel sailed, by the ‘ captain” (not 
the master of the vessel), Assinto, Fortuna, and Niio Ville deposed that money was paid by their respective 
owners to the person who took them away. 

The master, on re-examination, stated that the boys were put on board at Quillimane to make up the number 
of his crew, by the port-captain ; he pointed out the names on the muster-roll, and insisted that they applied to 
these boys. Nao Valle’s name was endorsed on the muster-roll, being a new name. He denied that he had 
received mouey for these boys, who, he said. were to learn to be sailors, 

On the 13th of August, one of the prisoners, Domingos. was examined, and deposed, that he was in the hold 
with the five other prisoners when the English came on board; that he was not alone in the hold; and that the 
irons were taken off his neck, when the gun was fired. 

Lieutenant Harris deposed, that he could not speak as to what passed on board, as Lieutenant Stephens was 
the boarding officer. 

On the 14th August the monition was returned, certified to have been duly served 

A short affidavit, showing how the prize officer calculated that there was an excess of water on board, was 
also filed. 

A claim for the vessel and her carvo, and all costs, damages, and expenses, by the master, as representing 
the owners, was sworn to and filed. ‘The cargo will be found deseribed in the official manifest ; and there are 
claimed, in addition, as the personal property of the master, 325 Spanish dollars in cash, 50 dollars for a silver 
watch, and 50 dollars for wearing apparel, which the master declares to have been taken by the captors. 

The British Commissioner then proposed that the sealed letters contained in parcel No. 6, should be opened 
and examined, if required, as evidence in the case. ‘To this the Portuguese Commissioner declined to accede ; 
and the question was set aside for further consideration. 

The master was then examined as to the shipment of the boys, and their position on Loard ; but nothing new 
was elicited from him. 

On Monday the 16th of August, the Court announced that the question of opening the sealed letters had 
been referred to arbitration ; that the lot had fallen upon the Portuguese Arbitrator, who had coincided in opinion 
with the Portuguese Commissioner ; and that the said letters would, therefore, not be opened. 

An affidavit of Edward Schlessinger, of Cape ‘Town, was then filed, and he was examined by the Court, 
His evidence set fort that he had resided six months at Quillimane, in the year 1856; that no notice was taken by 
the authorities there, when the crews of vessels left, or were replaced, on the muster-rolls; that there was no 
prison there ; and that prisoners were usually sent to Mozambique in chains, which were not taken off until they 
had passed the bar. That the shipment of the boys, as stated by the master, was a transaction which the 
authorities would not notice. * 

A further affidavit of the master was also filed, in support of his allegation; that the boys were shipped to 
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replace those of his crew who had run away, and his statements as to the capture. He also deposed that goods, 
and 250 Spanish dollars were taken out of his box, and 75 dollars which he had given to the cook to keep for him; 
that the mate had 35 dollars, and the crew a certain number of dollars taken from them by the people of the 
“ Lyra.” 

7On the same day, the boys were examined as to their dress, aud food, and berths on board the dhow; and the 
master and mate were questioned on the same subject. It resulted that no change was made in the boys’ dress, 
after their shipment ; and that they were fed and berthed just as the sailors were, 

The Court, on the vation of the captor’s proctor, adjourned until Friday the 20th of August to give time 
for the production of further evidence. 

On that day the proctor produced statement by the prize officer as to the moneys found on board the dhow, 
which the Court directed to be embodied in an affidavit; and no further evidence being produced on either side, 
publication of evidence was decreed, and Saturday the 28th of August was fixed as the day of hearing. 

This was further adjourned to Monday the 30th August, and again to Thursday the 2nd of September, 
owing to an unusual press of business in the Supreme Court, which prevented the attendance of the professional 
gentlemen engaged in the case. im 

On the 2nd of September, the Court heard the Attorney-Genaral for the captors, and Mr. Advocate 
Denyssen, for the claimant, and pronounced that the “ Flor de Mozambique" was, at the time of her seizure, 
engaged in licit traffic, and was not liable to confiscation, and admitted the claim for the value of the vessel and 
cargo, which was referred to the Registrar for his report as to the amount; but rejected the claim for costs and 
damages, as the Commissioners agreed, without having recourse to arbitration, that the captors had been led into 


error by the fault of the master. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 100. 
Evidence in the case of the “ Flor de Mogambique.” 


Evidence of Lieutenant Harris, of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” prize-master of “ Flor de Mogambique :" 
—Lieutenant Harris, prize-master to the “ For de Mogambique,” maketh oath, and being examined upon special 
interrogatories, answereth :— 

To the Ist—His name is William Harris, and he is a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy. 

To the 2nd—-That he was not present at the time the “ Flor de Mocambique” was searched. 

To the 3rd—That Captain Oldfield delivered to the master of the “Flor de Mogambique” a signed certificate 
of the papers seized on board, as well as of the number of slaves on board at the time of capture. 

To the 4th—At the time he took charge of the vessel, he was second in command of Her Majesty's ship 
“ Lyra.” 

"To question— What reason can you give the Court for not bringing the vessel captured round ? 


The answer is—The vessel was unseaworthy, and unfit to make the voyage to the Cape. 
(Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, RN. 


This deposition having been read over to Lieutenant Harris, lhe declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 


signature thereto. . 

(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Reyistrar. 
Refore me, 

(Signed) Au. Duprat, Commissioner. 


In the business of the Portuguese dhow, “ Flor de Mogambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize and slaves on board the same, taken by Her 
Majesty's ship of war ** Lyra,’ Rodolphus B, Oldfield, Esquire, Commander; the said dhow burnt, and her master, 
crew, and slaves brought to Table Bay. : ; 

Appeared personally William Harris, a Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Lyra,” whereof Rodolphus 
B. Oldfield, Esquire, is Commander, and made oath, that on the 20th day of May, 1858, and in latitude 15° 30” 
seconds and longitude 40° 22’ east. Her Majesty's said sloop, then being on a voyage from Mozambique to 
Port Natal, and having T. Lyons McLeod, Esq., Her Majesty's Consul for Mozambique, on board, they saw, at 
7 o'clock p.m., a sail a-lead, and made chase ; at 7°30 p M. they fired a gun, whereupon the chase, which proved 
to be a dhow, hove to, and the sloop did the same. That a cutter, in charge of Lieutenant Stephens, of her Majesty's 
said sloop “ Lyra,” was then sent to board the chase, That at 9 p.m. the cutter returned, and Lientenant Stephens 
reported the chase to be the Portuguese dnow * Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim master, from Quilli- 
mane to Mozambique ; and that he suspected she was engaged in the Slave Trade, whereupon Commander Oldfield 
himself proceeded on board the dhow, accompanied by Licutenant Stephens. ‘hat about 10 p.m, Commander 
Oldfield and Lieutenant Stephens returned on board the “Lyra,” bringing with them six shackles with chains 
(which Lieutenant Stephens had discovered hidden away under the bed of the master of the said dhow), two 
Portuguese colours, and the ship’s papers and documents, which shackles and chains are the shackles and chains 
brought. by the appearer into this honourable Court on the 9th day of August instant. That Commander Oldfield 
then detained the said diow on the charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade; and the crew (with the exception 
of the master and two others), with six negroes, represented by the said master to be six prisoners of war, were 
removed into the “ Lyra,” the dhow being taken in tow for the night. That next day, at 1 o'clock p.M., the dhow 
was cleared of her cargo, consisting of 76 kegs of gunpowder, anda sinall quantity of native common tobacco, which 
were transshipped on board the “ Lyra,” together with several bags of rice and some millet, or maize (portion of a 
larger quantity left in the dhow), such as is used for slave food. That at 3 o'clock p.m. on the same day (the 
2Qist of May), the appearer was sent, together with Lieutenant Stephens, on board the dhow, by Commander 
Oldfield, with orders to search her further. That the appearer did accordingly search her, and found about 50 bags 
of millet, or maize ; a quantity of cocoa nuts; four good-sized leaguers of water ; boiler, larger than requisite for 
the use of the crew of the vessel,as a merchant-vessel ; and a quantity of course mats, about a dozen in number, 
not more than sufficient for the number of people found on board, but more than necessary for the use uf the crew 
of the vessel as a merchant-vessel. That the dhow was then measured under the appearer’s supervision, and was 
ascertained to be of the burden of 81 $$ tons, exclusive of her poop accommodation, about 8 tous more. That the 
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appearer, having made his report to Commander Oldfield, and the dhow being found, on examination, unsuited for a 
voyage to the Cape, especially at the winter season, while it was dangerous to keep her in tow any longer, she was, 
on the following day (her master and remaining crew, and her boat, having been first taken on board the “ Lyra") 
set on fire and burnt, with the articles left in her. And the appearer further maketh oath, and saith: That upon 
proceeding to confront and examine the master of the dhow, the alleged crew, and the alleged prisoners of war, and 
to inspect the dhow’s papers, it was found that four negroes pointed out as part of the crew of the dhow, and alleged 
to be duly entered as such on her papers, did not know their names, according to the ship's articles; nor did their 
personal appearance correspond with their alleged respective ages, according to the said articles. That among the 
six alleged prisoners of ware were three or four mere lads, one a child and not more then ten or twelve years of 
age. at the alleged prisoners of war, and the four others alleged to form part of the dhow’s crew, were apparently 
ill fed, in wretched condition, and evidently unlike the rest of the crew; and all were, with one exception, afflicted 
with raws and sores about the hips and jimbs. That one of the alleged prisoaers of war stated to the said 
T. Lyons McLeod, Esquire, before mentioned, in the presence and hearing of the appearer, who is sufficiently 
acquainted with the Portuguese language to comprehend him, that he had been kidnapped ; and further that he had 
been stowed away in the hold of the dhow when she was first visited by the cutter of the « Lyra.” That the 
document produced by the said master of the dhow, purporting to be an official document, authorizing the convey- 
ance of the alleged prisoners of war from Quillimane to Mozambique, is a most informal-looking document, written 
upon an ordinary sheet of letter paper. and having neither customary seal nor stamp to authenticate it, and is not 
witnessed or countersigned. ‘That the master of the dhow, the said Abduremane Ibraim, on the same day, to wit, 
the 23rd day of May, 1858, stated to the said T. Lyons McLeod, Esquire, also, in the hearing and presence of 
the appearer, that he was not to be blamed for having slaves on board; that he had remonstrated with the Governor 
of Quillimane for putting them on board, and had warned him he would be seized by the first English cruizer whieh 
met him: whereunto the Governor replied, that some of the slaves would be entered to names in the crews’ articles, 
while others would be sent with a certificate that they were prisoners of war, which would clear the dhow, if she 
met any English man-of-war. That on the same day said T. Lyons MacLeod, Esquire, wrote and addressed to the 
said Commander Oldfield an official report of the aforesaid statement made by the said Abduremane Ibraim, which 
official report is hereunto annexed, marked A. That on the ¥9th day of the said month of May they made the 
Bazareta Islands, on which the Portuguese flag was flying, and there landed eighteen of the dhow's crew in her 
boat, which was left with them, That the “Lyra” then continued her course for Natal, off which port she 
arrived on the 8th day of June last past; but in consequence of the state of the bar, she could not enter the 
harbour, nor could she land the goods taken out of the dhow. That on the 9th day of June aforesaid, the master 
of the dhow, the remaining two men of her crew, and the ten slaves, were landed and kept in D'Urban in proper 
custody, under charge of the appearer, until the 25th day of July last, when they were put on board the steamer 
“ Madagasear,” which sailed on the following day for Table Bay, the “ Lyra” having left, a few das after making 
Natal, for Mauritius. 


(Signed) W F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, RN. 


On this tenth day of August, 1858, the above-named William Harris, a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, was 
duly sworn to the truth of the deposition. 
Before me, 


(Signed) At. Dupnart. 
Awswexunk A, referred to in the foregoing affidavit of Lieutenant Harris, Jurat, dated August 10, 1858. 
(Signed) Wa. Tasker Smiru, Acting Registrar. 
Sir, “ Lyra,” at Sea, May 23, 1858. 


I have the honour to inform you that Abduremane Ibraim, captain of the Portuguese dhow ‘ Flor de 
MoSambique,” seized by Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” as a slaver, informed me this day (in presence of Lieutenant 
William Harris, R.N., who is sufficiently acquainted with the Portuguese language to understand the nature of his 
statement), that the fault of having the slave boys or board the dliow was not his; that he was quite faultless in 
the matter; that he remonstrated with the Governor of Quillimane for sending them on board the dhow, and told 
him that he would be taken prisoner, and the dhow made a prize of by some English ship; that the Governor of 
Quillimane told him that some of these boys were to answer to the names of the crew-list ; and that the others he 
would send as prisoners to Mozambique ; and when an English vessel met him at sea, he was to show the papers 
which he would supply him with, and that he would go free. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) T. LYONS McLEOD, Consul. 
To R. B. Oldfield, Esq., Commander, H.M.S. “ Lyra.” 








Evidence of Abduremane Ibraim, master of the “ Flor de Mo2ambique.” 

Abduremane Ibraim, master of the “ Jlor de MuSambique,” maketh oath upon the Koran, and being 
examined upon standing interrogatories, answereth :— 

That he was born at Damiio, near Bombay. ‘That le has a honse at Mozambique and Damiio. That he has 
been, during a year and a half, at Mozambique, going and coming. ‘That he is a subject of Portugal. That he is 
married at Damiio and at Mozambique. That he was appointed to the command of the vessel by a Portuguese 
named Joiio Vicente Rodrigues de Cardena. That he took possession of vessel at Mozambique on the 16th of 
March, 1858. That he received possession of the vessel from the charterer, called Vicente R. de Cardena, who 
lives at Mozambique, and is a subject of Portugal. ‘That he has known the ship five or six years. That he first 
saw her in Mozambique, where she was built. That he was present at the taking and seizing ef the ship. That 
she was seized on account of having on board six negroes (p:isoners). That vessel sailed under Portuguese 
colours, and had none other on board, ‘That her name is “ Flor de Mo$ambique,” and has always been called 
so; never by any other, That the tonnage is on the register, and that the number of officers and marines on 
board is twenty-four, exclusive of the master. ‘That the mate (also supercargo), is from Zanzibar, four from 
Mozambique, the others from Quillimane. ‘That all came on board at asaubines, except one at Quillimane. 
That the owner hired and shipped them. That he had no share in the ship, but could put five packages on board. 
Had no share in her lading, except the freight of' five parcels of gunpowder. That there were six passengers 
on board, the prisoners. That none were secreted. That when boarded five prisoners came upon deck immediately, 
and one remained below asleep, but was called up. 12 

- 
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(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)—The sixth man was asleep, but was ill from punishment inflicted by the 
Governor. That the names of the passengers are in the warrant. ‘That they were from Senna. That he does 
not know their profession of occupation, That they were taken on board at Quillimane on the 17th of May. 
That they were going to Mozambique, to be given up to the Governor-General. That he took them by order 
of the Governor of Quillimane, in the same way as two soldiers were taken in irons on board the “ Mada- 
gascar” at Algoa Bay. That the passengers had no property or concern, directly or indirectly, regarding the 
ship or cargo. That when at Algoa Bay he saw two soldiers brought on board in handcuffs by two or three 
soldiers. That one soldier remained in charge of the prisoners. That during sailing, the handcuffs were removed, 
but replaced on arrival in Table Bay. That the voyage began at Mozambique, and was to have ended at 
Mozambique. That he cleared last from Quillimane. That she touched at Quis-anga, in consequence of a storm, 
on her way from Mozambique, and some of the cargo had to be thrown overboard, and he had to cut away her 
mast. That the survey, &c., is among his papers. That he first saw the capturing ship at the date of 
May 20 or 2], and refers to captor’s certificate. That the log-book will show the place of capture. That 
there was no chase : when the man-of-war fired a gun, he lowered his sails. That the dhow was being steered 
for Mozambique, That her course was not altered, nor any additional sail made upon the appearance of the 
capturing ship. That her course was at all times, when the weather permitted, directed to Mozambique. That 
she had no guns, and no arms or ammunition on board at time of capture. That no resistance was made 
at the time of capture. Had no instructions to avoid or escape from capture, or to conceal, destroy, or 
refuse to give up any of the ship's papers, &c., on board. That the vessel was built by the owner himself. ‘Chat 
the value of sueh a vessel is, more or less, 3,000 Spanish dollars. That if restored, the vessel will belong to 
the present owner. That his hatches were covered, and had no gratings. He swears she had only the close 
hatches usual in merchant-vessels, That there were no divisions in the hold; that on the deck was a small cabin 
only, as a protection against rain. That he had no spare planks. That he had only on board the six collars 
and chains in which the six prisoners came on board, from the Governor of Quillimane, under a guard of two 
soldiers and an officer. No other instruments on board for securing slaves. That no handcuffs or irons were 
thrown overboard. That the quantity of water on board was enough for ene month, with care. That he cannot 
recollect the quantity of water. That no water was taken on board after the commencement of the voyage. 
That the duration of the voyage is from four or five days to twenty days or a month. That the quantity of water 
on board was not too much for the consumption of the crew. That an ordinary merchant-vessel of the same 
tonnage would have taken and required the same quantity of water as he had on board. That there is no detinite 
allowance of water per man. ‘That the water is kept in tanks or barrels (four small tanks and two large and two 
small barrels) ‘That there were no other casks or vessels for holding liquid than the above, and a barrel of 
wine, which was destroyed. ‘That he swears he had not a greater number of water-casks, or of other vessels for 
containing liquid than was requ.site for the consumption of the erew as a merchant vessel, That he had ouly two 
or three mess-tubs, and one for himself. That no such articles were thrown overboard. ‘That no greater 
quantity of mess-tubs were on board during any part of the voyage. hat he swears that) merchant-vessels of 
the same tonnage and number of crew usually carry the same number of mess-tubs or kids. That he had one 
cooking apparatus, rather small. That he swears it was not larger than requisite for the crew of said vessel as a 
merchant-vessel. That he had one small boiler on board, and one pot for three or four persons, and one pot for 
two persons. That he swears it is usual to have boilers and cooking apparatus of the same size and number that 
the said vessel had on board merchaut-vessels. ‘That there were were no bricks or materials on board for the 
purpose of enlarging the cooking apparatus of said vessel. For vames of Jaders, owners, and consignees, he 
refers to manifest. That they are of various countries, living and carrying ov business at Mozambique. ‘That 
the merchandize was to be delivered at Mozambique on account of the owners. That he only knows what is in 
the papers, as to the interest. the consignees and laders have in the cargo. That on her last voyage the ship 
carried American cottons, &c.; refers to manifest No.1 to No. 10. Present cargo consists of seventy-nine 
barrels of gunpowder, wax, cocoa-nuts. That there was little cargo because of the war, That it was to be 
delivered according to the manifest and clearances. That he had no staves, That he had on board about ten or 
fifteen quissapos, about twenty arrobas of rice. That he had ten quissapos of manioc, brought from Mozambique 
ascargo; half was not sold there, and was on board; that it is on the manifest. A little maize, about one 
quissapo, on board. A small qu ntity of beans, fish, and fowls, sugar, butter, &c. That the quantity of food on 
board was not greater than what might probably be requisite for the use of the crew. ‘That he had on board one 
mat for eacn of the crew, and that of these he gave a mat to each of the prisoners, That he had not more than 
fourteen or fifteen mats. That all the passports : nd other papers found on board the ship taken were entirely true. 
That there is no matter that he knows of to affect their credit. That the ship had a passport from the Governor- 
General. 

(He refers to ship’s papers. Passport produced and recognized by him ) 

That the signatures affixed to the said passport are in every respect true and genuine. That no papers, 
letters, or other writings, which were on board the ship when she took her departure from the last clearing port, 
and before capture were burnt, destroyed, concealed, or thrown overboard. ‘That there are not in any country 
any bills of lading, invoices, letters, or other writings relative to the ship and cargo respecting which he is now 
examined, except the protest as to damages at Quissanga, which the captor returned to him. That the ship 
is not insured, to the best of his knowledge. That he takes direction aud management of the ship respecting 
her employment in trade. That he corresponds with his owner and the laders. That he broke bulk at 
Quillimane. ‘ 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner.) —That he would have brought his vessel to Algoa Bay or Port Natal. 
That he is sorry the vessel was not brought to Table Bay, to show his innocence respecting Slave Trade. That the 
vessel is strong, sails well, and that at Quillimane he had the vessel surveyed, and found her perfectly seaworthy. 
That he knows not the reason why the captors burned his vessel. That he thinks it would have been better had the 


tors not burned his vessel. 
~ (Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to'Abduremane Ibraim, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed: 
his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
AL. Duprart. 
Cape Town, August 10, 1858. 
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Interrogatories proposed by the captors to be put to the master of the “ Flor de MoSambique :— 
” . Point out on the ship's articles the names of such of the crew as were landed on the Bazarato 
slands. 

2. Is the individual Nao Valle, entered by endorsement on the ship's articles as having been shipped at 


= on the 15th May, 1858, the same as the individual now produced in Court, and calling himself Nio 
alle 


If yes, then— 
3. Is he, in your opinion 22 years of age? 


* Does the individual now produced in Court, calling himself Amabroke, appear on the said ship's 
articles ? 


If yes, then— 

5. Is he the individual who appears on the articles (No. 15) as Mabruque ? 

If yes, then— 

6. Do you consider him to be 27 years of age ? 

7. Did any of the persons now produced in Court, besides the so-called prisoners, come on board your vessel 
in irons; and, if so, how many ? 

8. Are twenty-four men, besides the master, the usual complement of a vessel of only eighty-two tons ? 

9. Had you any domestic slaves or servants on board ? 

If yes, then— 

10. Have you any permit for them (or him) ? 

11. You have stated that the voyage from Quillimane to Mozambique is to be performed in from fonr to 
thirty days, according to the season; when you sailed on the voyage in which you were captured, was it the 
favourable or unfavourable season for the voyage ? what was the direction of the prevailing winds ? 

12. Can a dhow, your own vessel for instance, beat to windward ? 

13. What is the practice of dhows when they encounter foul or head winds ? 

14, Were all your crew, with the one exception of Nio Valle, shipped at Mozambique ? 

15. Have you had any conversation with the British Consul of Mozambique, Mr. McLeod, respecting the 
alleged slaves, while on board the “ Lyra.” 

16 State the nature of that conversation. 

(Signed) CHARLES A. FAIRBRIDGE, 
Mixed Commission Court, August 11, 1858. Proctor for Captor, 


Evidence of Abduremane Ibraim, master of the “ Flor de MoZambique.” 

Abduremane [braim, being sworn upon the Koran, maketh answee to the following specia! interrogatories :— 

To question 1,—Point out on the ship's articles the names of such of the crew as were landed at the Bazaruto 
Islands—Chabane, Mamad Bene Aurad, Idine, Tarane, Fernzo, Baraca, Mubaraca, Mubalia, Ulvuna, Ratia, 
Tamali. Mussa, Her, Amissi, Damongo, Marecha, Abdureman, Dano, Ban. 

To No. 2.—Is the individual Nao Valle, entered by endorsement on the ship's articles as having been shipped 
at Quillimane on May 15, 1858, the same as the individual now produced in Court, and calling himself 
Novallo 7—Yes, 

To No. 3.—Is he in your opinion 20 years of age ?—He cannot say that he is 20 years old. 

To No. 4.—Does the individual now produced in Court, ealling himself Amalroke, appear in the said ship's 
articles ?—The individual now produced is on the ship's articles. 

To No 5—Is he the individual who appears on the ship's articles as Mabruque (No. 15) ?—Yes. 

To No. 6.—Do you consider him to be 27 years of age ?—Ile cannot say. 

To. No. 7.—Did any of the persons now produced in Court, besides the six so-called prisoners, come on board 
his vessel in irons? if so, how many ?—None of the persons now produced in Court, except the six prisoners, came 
on board in irons. . 

To No 8.—Are twenty-four men, besides the master, the usual complement of a vessel of only eighty-two 
tons ?—Twenty-four, and up to thirty. 

To No. 9.—Had you any domestic slaves or servants on board?—No domestic slaves on board, or 
servants. 

No. 10 not put by the Court. 

To No. 11.—You have stated that the voyage from Quillimane to Mozambique is to be performed in from 
four to thirty days, according to the season: when you sailed on the voyage in which you were captured, was it the 
favourable or unfavourable season for the voyage? What was the direction of the prevailing winds ?—When he 
sailed the season was fair: the wind was south, 

To No. 12.—Can a dhow, like your own vessel for instance, beat to windward ?—Yes. 

To No. 13.—What is the practice of dhows, when they encounter foul or head winds ?—They beat to wind- 
ward when they encounter foul winds. 

To No. 14.—Were all your crew, with the one exception of Nao Valle, shipped at Mozambique ?—All, 
except Niio Valle. 

To No. 15.—Have vou had any conversation with the British Consul for Mozambique, Mr. McLeod, on 
board the “ Lyra”?—While on board the “ Lyra” he spoke with Mr. McLeod. 

To No. 16.—State the nature of that conversation.—He told Mr. McLeod that the six prisoners were given 
to him by the Governor of Quilimane, as by the “ guia.” Mr. McLeod told him these men were slaves. He 
answered that they were prisoners of war. Mr. McLeod said, you have nothing to fear; you will have to go 
twenty to twenty-five days to the Cape, and then go back to Mozambique. Nothing more. He always spoke very 
kindly. The captain of the “ Lyra” was present. He only remembers the captain. He does not recollect exactly. 
He cannot say whether Lieutenant Harris was present. ‘They were all very kind to him. 

(By the Court.) Did not tell the Consul that he had remonstrated with the Governor of Quillimane for 
sending tue negroes on board, because he cannot refuse an order of the Governor. The ‘ guia” is the only 
authority for him to receive the men. : 

Shown despatch addressed S. N. R. Illustrissime Senhor Secretario do Governo-Geral da Provincia de 
Mocambique; ditto, Governador de Quilimane, Districto Militar—When the despatches were delivered to him 
they were perfectly closed. 4 . 

The six collars and chains, in which the prisoners came on board, were taken off by him. Did not hide the 
irons on board. The so-called “ slave-whip,” produced, is a bow for a drill. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 
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The Governor did not tell him that some of the negroes would answer to the names of the crew, and others 
to those of the prisoners of war. That he never spoke to the Governor. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, he declared the same to be corrcct, and affixed 


his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Ax. Duprat. 
Cape Town, August 11, 1858. 


(By the Court.) Eighteen men were landed at the Bazaruta Islands ; some ten big ones, and the rest boys ; 
some smaller than Nio Valle: they were all kinds—Arabs, blacks—no white men. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 


his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us. . 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
At. Duprat. 


Evidence of William Harris, Esq., Lieutenant of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

William Harris Eeq., Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s ship -* Lyra,” being sworn, and examined upon special 
interrogatories by the Court, answereth— 

That he delivered a sealed parcel to the Registrar, endorsed “ No. 5, eight official despatches.” That he did 
not see the contents of that parcel. That the parcel was made up by the clerk of the ship, in the presence of 
Captain Oldfield. That, in speaking of the six men to Mr. McLeod, the master called them prisoners. That the 
master told Mr. McLeod, in my presence, that he had remonstrated with the Governor against putting the negroes 
on board. That he cannot speak Portuguese, but can understand what is said in that language perfectly. That 
among the men landed, there were no negroes; they were all Mahomedans, to the best of my belief—full grown 


men, all but one boy. 
(Signed) W. FF. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, RN. 


This deposition having been read over by Lieutenant Harris, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 
his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Gro, Frere. 
Ax. Duprat. 


Thomas Tinley Esq., Deputy Marshal to the Court of Mixed Commission, in answer to questions put by the 
Court, deposes :-— 

That the negroes are in safe custody of the Curator, in the Waterkant. That strangers can speak with them. 
That they are not under lock and key. That no strangers have spoken to them. That a man is in charge to 
prevent them. 

(For the Captors.) That the master and crew of the “ Flor de MoSambique’ are at liberty, and can speak to 


any one. 
(Signed) THOMAS TINLEY, Marshal. 


This deposition having been read over to the said Thomas Tinley Esq., he declared the same to be correct, 
and affixed his signature thereto. 





(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. FRERE. 
Ax. Duprart. 
(Translation.) Government House of Quillimane and Rios de Senna ; 
Most Illustrious Sir, Quillimane, May 12, 1858. 


I send to you, by this opportunity, as prisoners, embarked on board the dhow “Flor de MoXambique,” 
because there is here no secure place in which to keep them, six blacks, enumerated in the inclosed list, who were 
taken, some with arms in their hands, forming part of the band of rebel guerillas; and others employed in the 
service of the guerillas, with whom they were connected, coming to this town secretly, to the house of Antonio 
José da Cruz Coimbra, to communicate with the wife of the said Coimbra, who, being a sister of the guerilla Chief, 
Mariano, has, in truth, been in correspondence with the guerillas at Chanio, where there are, by her consent, many 
of her own slaves, and of those of her absent husband. I have committed an error in my administration by not 
sending this woman to Mozambique, as [ should thereby have avoided many many difficulties; but in the absence 
of proofs, which it is difficult to obtain, and the said Coimbra being absent, it has happened that I have dealt with 
her with more consideration than she deserves. : 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAO DE SOUZA MACHADO, 

To the Most Illustrious Secretary to the Governor-General of the Province. Acting Governor. 
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List of Prisoners sent to the Capital of Mozambique, embarked on board the dhow “ Flor de Mocambique.” 








Remarks. 
Domingos oe .. | Brother Victorino, a freeman. 
Utumbe a ..| Slave of Mariano. 
Datzinapiarero ..| A free man. 
Mapanda s +] Slave of Dona Roza, sister of Mariano. 
Nherezera... ..| A free man, taken with arms in his hands. 
Manta 9 .| From Casembe, a slave of Mariano, taken with arms in his hands. 





Government House, Quillimanz, May 12, 1858. 
(Signed) JOAO DE SOUZA MACHADO, 
Acting Governor. 





Evidence of negro Azinto, who, through Galle, answered :— 

That he was put on board at Quillimane. That the captain put the boys on board ship. That he was a 
slave. That he had no business (employment) on board. That the captain put him on board at Quillimane. 
That he had no pay as a sailor; that he was a slave. That the captain said, Come, boys, when you see 
English ship you are all sailors.” That there were put on board at Quillimane, at the same time, Mabruque and 
Fortuna. t the six came on board at night before the boys came. He wasa slave when he went on board ship, 
but that he was so small that he did not know who was his master. That he does not know how old he is. That he 
is a little boy. That he first saw the captain at Quillimane. That his mistress, Doiia Masquine, told him to go 
on board, That he does not know where he was going. That he did not know Mabruque before going on board, 
but knew Fortuna. That he saw Mabruque first in the boat. That he has heard the name of Mozambique, but 
is so small he does not know where it is. That he does not like the captain, because he beat him so much that 
his back was all in pieces; so he does not think him a good master. That it was not the captain of the ship who 
beat him. That he does not know whether he was sold; he only knows he was sent to go on board the ship. 
That while at sea, a gun was fired by the English. That he was shut down below. That the six prisoners had 
chains on when taken on board; that they were taken off by the captain when the gun fired. That he, Fortuna, 
and Mabruque had no chains. That the chains when taken off were put away. That he would not like to go 
away with the captain. That he is marked (fig. 8 on the right breast). ‘That the mark is the mark of a master 
who is dead, whose name was Galdino. That when his master died he lived with his (Galdino’s) son. That 
Dojia Masquine was a woman. It was she (Mrs. Marcianna) who told him to go on board. That the mistress 
paid the captain, but he does not know what for. That he does not know how old he is. That his name in his 
own country is Magumbo. 

(Signed) MAGUMBO, his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Azinto, or Magumbo, through Galle, he declared the same to be 


correct, and affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprat. 


Evidence of Fortuna, negro, who, through Galle, answered :— 

That he comes from Senna. That he was put on board at Quillimane. That the two boys who were here 
were put on board with him. That their names are Azinto and Malbruque. That the captain, Abduremane, took 
him on board. That he saw the captain at Mrs. Masquina’s place. That he was a slave, like his countrymen. 
That he was not a slave on board ship. That he has no papers of freedom. That all his countrymen are free. 
That some are slaves. That at Doiia Masquina’s he was a slave. That his mistress told him to go on board 
ship. That his mistress paid the captain, who is here. for him, the same night he was put on board. That he 
does not know how much. ‘That he knows nothing about being a sailor. That his mistress bought him many 
years ago. That he was a slave to Mr. Marianna. hat he has a slave marked (G) on the right breast. That 
he does not know Mozambique. That he only knows Rios de Senna. That he was not put on board at Mozam- 
bique. That he does not know how old he is. That his master gave him the name of Fortuna. That his name 
in his own country is Gonzale. 


(Signed) GONZALE, > his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Gonzale, or Fortuna, through Galle, he declared the same to be 


correct, and affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprat. 





Evidence of negro Mabruque, who, through Galle, answered :-— 

That he came from Mangaija. ‘That he does not know how old he is. That he was put on board at Quilli- 
mane. That he was so small, he did not know how long he had been at Quillimane, before he was put on 
That he does not know his mistress’s names. That his mistress put him on board That his mistress told him to 
goon board. That the captain said, “the ship is ready, comequick.” That the captain, who put him in the boat, 
is there (in Court). That he does not know Mozambique. That he was alone with the captain when taken on 


64 CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. wet 


board. That he does not know why he was put on board. That in his own country his name is Guigernao; in 
the Portuguese country his name is Mabruque. That his name, in his own country, is Guigerao. 


(Signed) ABRUQUE, yx his mark. 
This deposition having been read over to Mabruque, through Galle, he declared the same to be correct, and 
affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. -Frere. 
Av. Duprar. 


Evidence of negro Nao Valle, who, through Galle, answered :— i 

That he is from the Machuato country. That he does not know his age. That his master paid the captain, 
and said, “take the boy away.” That his masters’s name was Niaousua, That the ship was at “Quiliimane. 
‘That he was a slave at Quillimane. That be does not know whether he was a slave on board. ‘That he had no 
papers of freedom, ‘Thathe is marked on the breast (like an I). That he does not know where he was géding, 
nor why he was put on board. That he is not a sailor. 


(Signed) NAO VALLE, &% his mark. 


This deposition having been read oder to Nao Valle, through Galle, he declared the same to be cerrect, and 
affixed his mark thereto. : 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 

Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprar. 


Evidence of Abduremane Ibraim. captain of the * Flur de MuSumbique,” who, deing sworn upon the Koran, 
and examined on special interrogatories. answered :— 

That he put the three boys, Azinto, Fortuna, and Maburque, on board at Quillimane, to supply the places of 
three who ran away. That he is bound to bring home the complete number of his crew. That it is not true that 
he took Maburque on board; that it was the captain of the port. That the boys are not slaves, and that some 
one has persuaded them to declare themselves slaves. That they do not need free papers, because their names 
are on the muster-roli [he points out the names of Azinto, Mabraque, and Fortuna, on the muster-roll]. That 
the muster was made out at Mozambique, but persists in stating that the names of Aziuto, Fortuna, and Mabruque, 
apply to the boys. ‘That Niio Valle's name is endorsed on the muster-roll, because it was a new name. The 
other three boys names were already on the muster-roll, That the four boys were put on board by the eaptain of 
the port. That upon arrival at Mozambique. these boys could leave the vessel, or remain. That the two men 
enteres! on the roll as having run away, ran at Mozambique. ‘That with regard to giving or receiving any money 
for these boys, he denies having done anything of the kind. That the three boys embarked as sailors, and could 
receive pay, but they were to learn to be sailors. 


(Signed ) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 
his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Fogistrar. 
Before us. 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Durrat. 


Evidence of Domingos, negro, who, through Galle, answered :-— 

That he declined to reply to the Commissioner in Portuguese, that his name is Domingos, ‘That he had 
the name of Otumbe from his Portuguese master. That he comes from Senna. That he does not know 
his age. 

‘To the Portuguese Commissioner :— 

That he was in the hold on board the dhow, when the English came on board, with all the other five. That 
he was shut down, ‘That the English opened the door (hatch). That a sailor of the English called them up. 
That he was chained by the neck. That when the gun fired, the moor man took the irons from his neck. That 
when the English opened the hatch, he was not alone; they were all six there. That not when the English came 
on board, but when the gun fired, the captain took off the irons, and put them away ; but did not throw them over- 


_ That none were thrown overboard. 
— sais (Signed) DOMINGOS, > his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Domingos, through Galle, he declared the same to be correct, aud 


i k thereto. 
seal ee See (Signed) | WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprart. 





Evidence of Lieutenant Harris, of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Lyra,” who being sworn, and examined upon special 
interrogatories, answered :— . : 
That Lieutenant Stevens was the boarding offiver; that he, Lieutenant Harris, knows nothing of what passed 
on board except from the captor’s declaration, and the certificates given into Court. 
(Signed ) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, R.N. 
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This deposition having been read over by Lieutenant Harris, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 


his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, : 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprar. 





Evidence of Galle, Interpreter, who, being sworn, and examined upon special interrogatories, answered to the 
Portuguese Commissioner :— 

That he sometimes talks with the witness Domingos; that he has taken the prisoners from and to the Court 
once: that he did not tell Domingos not to auswer the Portuguese Commissioner in Portuguese: that he never 
told Domingos that he had better remain here. 

(To the British Commissioner.)—That he has never attempted to persuade any of the negroes to remain 
here. 

(Signed) GALLE, his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Galle, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his signature 
thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. FREReE. 
Ax. Duprat. 





In the business of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares and merchandize and slaves on the same, taken by Her 
Majesty’s ship of war “Lyra.” Rodolphus B. Oldfield, Esq., commander; the said dhow burnt, and her master, 
crew, and slaves brought to Table Bay. 

Appeared personally, William Harris, a lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Lyra,” Rodolphus B. 
Oldfield, Esq , commander, and made oath :— 

That the four leaguers found by the appearer on board of the dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” contained 
together about five tons of water, a supply sufficient to last the crew on board, thirty-one in number, eighty-one 
days, at the rate of half a gallon of water per diem each. That the said dhow was captured during the favourable 
monsoon, when it was possible and easy to sail from Quillimane to Mozambique in from four to ten days. That 
the said dhow, the “ Flor de MoSZambique,” was incapable of beating against head winds, and would certainly, as 
the appearer verily believes, have been lost in the attempt to pass the Cape. That the appearer has never heard, 
and, in fact, believes, that no dhow has ever rounded or attempted to round the Cape, and has always understood 
it to be the practice of dhows, when they meet with foul winds, to lower all sail, and drift till the wind changes to 
a favourable quarter. 

On this 14th day of August, 1858, the above-mentioned William Harris was duly sworn to the truth of this 
deposition. 

(Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, RN. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprat. 


Dhow “Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, master. 

Appeared personally, the said Abduremane Ibraim, the master of the said dhow, and maketh oath :— 

That he is a subject of His Most Faithtul Majesty the King of Portugal, and was master of the said dhow at 
the time of the capture thereof by Her Britannic Majesty's ship * Lyra,” Rodolphus B. Oldfield, commander, and 
that the said dhow was so captured on the 20th day of the month of May last, in the prosecution of her voyage 
from Quillimane to Mozambique, with a cargo consisting of— 


Spanish dollars. 


79 barrels of gunpowder .. “e ve oe -. value 948 
1 case, containing 36 dazen plates .. i ae ia ” 108 
1 package, containing 10 pieces of muslin... os oF ” 60 

30 rolls of tobacco “a a ab . sv ” 20 
1 bale of baftas .. = 2 a te we ” 112 
A quantity of cocoa-nuts .. on és i his ” 15 
A quantity of wax a aca zy AY 4 ‘a 12 
1 bag of gariic .. a we és - - ” 40 
6 or 7 falanquins Wis «s os e- wn ” 18 

325 Spanish dollars es as os es >. we 325 
A silver watch .. s ee oe ar we ” 50 
Wearing apparel, belonging to deponent rc ne ° ” 50 


part of which were his own property, and the others were entrusted to his charge, and for which he was and is 
responsible. That each of the crew of the said dhow was, at the time of the capture thereof by Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” possessed of a certain number of Spanish dollars, which he is unable to specify : 

And he further made oath that Amad Mesise, a Mussulman, is the lawful owner of the said ship “ Flor de 
MoZambique,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and is justly entitled to be the owner of the said vessel as a 
Portuguese vessel. 

And the deponent further maketh oath, that he verily believes the said ship and cargo are not liable to 
forfeiture under the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and Her Majesty the Queen of Portugal and Algarves. 

And he further maketh oath that no person or persons beforementioned, have any right, title, or interest in 


Crass A. 
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the said ship, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, goods, wares, merchandize on board the same at the time of the 
capture and seizure thereof; and that he is duly authorized to make the claim hereunto annexed, and that the same 
is a true and just claim, and that he shall be able to make due proof thereof. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


On the I4th day of August, 1858, the said Abduremane Ibraim was duly sworn to the truth of this affidavit, 
and of the claim hereto annexed. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprart. 





Dhow or vessel called the ‘Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, master. 

The claim of the said Abduremane Ibraim the master of the said dhow, subject of His Most Faithful Majesty 
the King of Portugal, for the said dhow, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, as the property of Mamad Mazizi, an 
Arab, who is justly entitled to be the owner of the said vessel, as a Portuguese vessel ; and for the goods, wares, 
and merchandize, as the property of the said Abduremane Ibraim, or entrusted to his charge, and for which he 
was and is liable ; and as protected by the Treaty or Convention between Her Britannic Majesty and His Most 
Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, dated July 3, 1842, and for the Africans on board the said dhow at the 
time of the capture thereof by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-ship ‘‘ Lyra,” for all costs, charges, losses, damages, 
demurrage, and expenses as have arisen, or shall or may arise, by means of the capture and detention of the said 


dhow and her cargo as aforesaid. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 





Evidence of Abduremane [braim, who being examined on certain questions by the Court, answered :— 

That the book produced (Captors No. No. 10) is a book containing memorandum of his log and accounts, 
and his work and tables when he was studying as a pilot, There is no entry as to the shipping of the boys. 
That he has no document but the muster-roll to show that the boys were taken as sailors; that they were dressed 
like the rest of the crew, in trousers, gowns, &c.; that the boys messed with the erew ; that he is not the captain 
who the boys say took them from their mistress; that he does not kiown whom they mean. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


Abduremane, having left the Court without signing his deposition (by mistake), he signed it this day, 
August 17, 1858, in presence of the Marshal and Registrar. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


[Opinion of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner regarding the opening of sealed letters in parcel No. 6.] 
[Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner on the same subject. ] 
F Opinion of His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator on the same subject.] 


N.B.—These opinions are not sent herewith, as they will form the subject of a subsequent despatch. 


Dhow or vessel called the “ Flor de MoSambique,” Abdurermane Ibraim, master. 

Charles Edward Schlesinger, of Cape ‘Town, accountant, maketh oath and saith :— 

That about the year 1856 he acted as supercargo of the vessel called the “ Carmelita,” which was wrecked 
at Quillimane; that he knows that the port captain, then at that place, could not read or write; and that whea 
any of the crew of vessels which put in at that port left such vessels, or when they were replaced by others, no 
notice was taken of the circumstance in the muster-roll of such vessels. 

And he further saith, that in the year 1856 he remained at Quiilimane for the space of about six months ; 
and that from his knowledge of the place he can state that there was then no prison where prisoners could be 
kept in safety ; and that the Governor of Quillimane usually sent persons who were detained as prisoners to 
Mozambique, there to be kept in safety ; and that they were generally sent in chains to prevent them from 
swimming ashore, until they had passed the bar of the river at that place. 

(Signed) Cc. E. SCHLESINGER. 


On the 18th day of August, 1858, the said Charies Edward Schlesinger was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
At. Duprar. 


Dhow or vessel called the “ Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, master. 

Abduremane Ibraim Manga, now or lately master of the dhow called the “ Flor de Mozambique,” maketh 
oath and saith, with reference to the claim made by him in this case: __ 

That upon or about the 16th day of March last he set sail from Mozambique for Quillimane with a lawful 
cargo of merchandize, and a crew consisting of twenty-four men, and having arrived at Quillimane upon or about 
the 26th of April, he discharge the said cargo, and there took in another lawful cargo as mentioned in his 
affidavit made in this case upon the 14th day of August instant.’ That, whilst at Quillimane, three or four of the 
said crew deserted from the said ship, and he hired other persons in their place, and one in addition, so that when 
he left Quillimane he had a crew of twenty-five persons. That as no person made any inquiry on the subject no 
alteration was made in the muster-roll of the said ship, save that the Governor of Quillimane added one name 
thereto. That whilst he was at Quillimane as aforesaid, the said Governor sent six persons on board the said 
dhow, in charge of a party of soldiers, as prisoners of war, with an order requiring this deponent to deliver the 
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said prisoners to the Captain-General at Mozambique. That he received the said persons in obedience to the 
said order, and he departed from Quillimane on the 17th of May, and arrived near the mouth of the River Luide,, 
where he cast anchor, waiting for a favourable wind. That, on the 18th of the said month, when he went over 
the bar he saw two boats approaching the dhow, one from an English ship of war, and the other from a French 
ship of war. That seeing the said boats, he took in sail, and went again to an anchor, and the persons in the 
said boats went on board the said dhow, counted the persons on board, as well as the crew, as the said prisoners, 
the latter being at the time in irons; and examined his papers; and having done so, told this deponent he was 
at liberty to proceed. That on or about the 22nd of May, Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra” appeared in sight, 
and the said dhow procevded on her course, and whilst so proceeding, the “ Lyra” approached her. ‘That when 
the “ Lyra” came near the dhow, a gun was fired from the “ Lyra,” and this deponent took in sail, and waited for 
a boat which came from the “ Lyra.” That the officer in command of the boat came on board, asked him where 
he came from, to which he answered from Quillimane. He then asked deponent for his papers, which he showed ; 
counted the sailors and prisoners ; opened the hatches; and spoke to this deponent. ‘I'hat seeing the prisoners, 
the officers inquired who they were ; that deponent replied they were persons sent by the Governor as prisoners, 
and showed him the order he had received from the Governor of Quillimane; and then took the said officer into 
his cabin, and showed him the irons which the said Governor had sent with the prisoners. That when the dhow 
was boarded it was abou: 8 o'clock at night, and the prisoners were in bed in the hold: the irons which were on 
them when they were brought on board had been taken off as soon as the vessel had crossed the bar at Quillimane ; 
when the English and French ships hove in sight, the irons were again put on them, and taken off when the said 
dhow had been visited. That the boat’s crew then seized the said dow on the ground, as this deponent under- 
stood, that the said prisoners were slaves, That they took the crew of the dhow and the prisouers on board the 
« Lyra,” leaving this deponent and the cook in the dhow, which they took in tow. That certain persons 
then eame on board the dhow, opened the boxes, and took away dollars and goods which they found. That 
in a box belonging to this deponent there were 250 Spanish dollars, the property of this deponent, which 
they took, Tiat exclusive of the said dollars, this deponent had given 75 Spanish dollars to the cook, to 
keep for him, who had put them in a handkerchief which he had round his waist ; these doilars they took from 
the cook. That the mate of the dhow had 35 dollars, which was taken from him by the people belonging to 
the “Lyra.” That several of the sailors of the dhow had each Spanish dollars, but the number of which 
this deponent doth not know, and which were taken from them by the same people. 

And this deponent further saith :—That by reason of having been taken prisoner and prevented from 
prosecuting his said voyage, and brought to this colony, he hath, in addition to the matters in respect of 
which he hath made claim, suffered loss to the amount of 60/. sterling, which he now claims. 

And this deponent further saith:—That when the dhow was seized by the * Lyra,” eighteen persons, 
forming part of the crew, were detained in the * Lyra,” all of whom were full grown tmen, and capable of 
given a satisfactory statement as to the above matters. whereas with the exception of this deponent, the mate, 
and the cook, the persons belonging to the dhow who have been brought here are young boys, who are less able to 
state facts as they occurred. 

And this deponent further saith, the passage from Quillimane varies from three days to a month, and 
that the quantity of water which was on board was not more than sufficient for the thirty-one persons who 
were on board, calculating that they might be a month at sea, and that as was his custom he allowed each 
person to have as much water as was necessary for his comfort and convenience. 

And this deponent further saith :—That the said dhow was at the time when she was destroyed tight, 
staunch, and strong, and fit for a voyage from the place where she was seized to Table Bay, and might have 
been bronght to this port. , 

And this depouent lastly saith, the person named Galle, who acted as interpreter between this Honourable 
Court and the prisoners, and boys, did not interpret faithfully, and as an instance of the manner which he so 
interpreted ; the witness * Fortana,” during his examination, said, ‘I am not the Captain’s slave ;" that Galle 
said you must say you are the captam's slave, which he repeated several times, and at each time he replied he was 
not the captain's slave. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


On the 18th day of August, 1858, the said Abduremane Ibraim Manga was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before us. 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprat. 





Evidence of Charles Edward Schlesinger, of Cape Town, accountant, who, being sworn and examined by the 
Court on special interrogatories, answered :— 

That he was resident at Quillimane from February. to August, 1856; that he does not believe that the 
authorities at Quillimane would notice such a transaction as putting on board certain boys, apparently of from 
10 to 15 years old at the moment of the dhow's departure, to represent persons of the sume names, but of the ages 
of from 20 to 30 years, who had run from the crew shipped at Mozambique; that the endorsement on the muster- 


roll is signed by the Governor, who was not in office when he was there. 
(Signed) Cc. E. SCHLESINGER. 


This deposition having been read over to Mr. Schlesinger, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 


his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo, Frene. 
Ac. Duprar. 





Evidence of Azinto, negro, who, being examined, through Galle, answered :— 
That he was three days on board the dhow before he was taken; that he had no clothes on, only a cloth; 
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that the sailors were dressed like the captain ; that he was too sick to eat food; that he slept down below; that 
the sailors slept on deck ; that the six prisoners slept in the same place with him. 
(Signed) AZINTO, >< his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Azinto, through Galle, he declared the same to be correct, and 


affixed his mark thereto. 
: (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprat. 





cs a of Fortuna, negro, who, being examined, through Galle, on special interrogatories put by the Court, 
answered :— 

That he had a cloth on when on board ; that the sailors had the same dress as the captain, but white; that 
he had millet for food; that he had not his food with the sailors; that he had the same kind of food as the 
sailors ; that he slept below ; that the sailors did not sleep in the same place, that the six prisoners slept in the 


same place with him. 
(Signed) FORTUNA, & his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Fortuna, through Galle, he declared the same to be correct, and 


affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
At. Duprat. 


Evidence of Mabruque, negro, who, through Galle, being examined on special interrogatories put by the 
Court, answered :— 

That he had no clothes on, but had a cloth before capture ; that the sailors were dressed in white, like the 
captain ; that he did not eat during the three days ; that he was shut down without food; that he did not sleep 
among the sailors ; that he slept with the other boys. 

(Signed) MABRUQUE, his mark. 


This deposition having been read over, through Galle, to Mabruque, he declared the same to be correct, and 
affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprar. 


Nao Valle, negro, being examined, through Galle, answered to special interrogatories put by the Court :— 
That he had on a shirt, which he now has on; that he had it at Quillimane ; that he had biscuits for food; 
that he did not have his food with the sailors; that the sailors had the same kind of food: that he did not sleep 
among the sailors ; that he slept in the same place with all the boys; that Mabruque had the same food. 
(Signed) NAO VALLE, *% his mark. 


This deposition having been read over, through Galle, to Nao Valle, he declared the same to be correct, and 
affixed his mark thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Ax. Duprart. 





Evidence of Galle, interpreter, who, being examined as to the evidence of Fortuna, answered :— 

That he denied that he suggested to him to say he was the master’s slave. 

Through the Marshal :— 

That he is sure the boys understand that the questions put relate to what took place on board the dhow. 
(Signed) GALLE, > his mark. 


Galle having quitted the Court (by mistake) without having signed this deposition, I this day read the same 
over to him, and he declared the same correct and affixed his mark thereto. 
August 24, 1858. (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


Evidence of Lieutenant Harris, Her Majesty's ship ‘* Lyra,” who, being examined on special interrogatories 
put by the Court, answered :— 

That the attention of the Captain was drawn to the fact that the ages of the boys produced could not be the 
same as those entered on the muster-roll at the time when they were mustered on board the ‘* Lyra” about two 
days after the capture of the dhow ; that the captain made no reply beyond shrugging his shoulders and saying he 
aid not understand ; he did not know why ; that he was not aware before he heard it in this Court that these three 
boys had been shipped at Quillimane as crew; that the papers led him to suppose that they were shipped at Mozam- 
es that the captain made no statement on the subject: that he took charge of the men on the 9th of June, 
at 


tal. 
E (Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, R.N. 
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This deposition having been read over by Lieutenant Harris, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed 
his signature thereto. 
Before us, (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH. Acting Registrar. 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprart. 


Evidence of Abdureman Ibraim, master of the “ Flor de Mosambique,” who being examined by the Court’ 
through His Most Faithful Majesty’s Arbitrator, upon special interrogatories, answered :— , 

That he understands the Senna language, as spoken at Quillimane, but only a little; that the boys came on 
board on the 16th ; when he sailed from Quillimane ; that they were clothed with panno, a cloth, round their loins 
—that is the way they all dress ; that the other sailors were clothed the same way, except himself; that the boys 
had a sort of biscuit, rice, appas, fish, &c., for food ; that it was the same food as the sxailors had; that the 
Governor gave two or three days’ rations to the prisoners—that was finished soon—after which he gave them the 
same food as the sailors ; that the boys did not sleep below—they slept in the same place with the sailors; that 
the prisoners slept in the hold, but not always, and were not shut down ; that the sailors, also, go below to sleep 
when they like. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, through Her Most Faithful Majesty's Arbi- 
trator, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Av. Duprar. 


That during the three days preceding capture his crew were clothed, some with shirts, some with cloths round 
their loins, some with both; that the boys were clothed with pannos ; that he saw one with a shirt. 
(signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having beea read over to Abduremane Ibraim, through Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Arbi- 
trator, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WILLIAM TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
AL. Duprat. 


Evidence of Ali-Ben-Amad, mate of the “ Flor de MoZambique.” who, being sworn on the Koran, and 
examined upon special interrogatories put by the Court, answered :— 

That he knows the four boys put on board at Quillimane; that they wore the panno, and one had a shirt ; 
that they were fed like the rest of the crew, with biscuit, rice, fisn, and ghee; that they slept along with the 
sailors; that the prisoners slept below, but that the hatches were open, so that they could come up when they 
liked; that the sailors were dressed like himself (shows a long shirt, called dassas, cloth round loins, like a 
petticoat) ; that the panuo is sometimes worn long, sometimes folded short. 

(Signed) ALI BEN AMAD. 


This deposition having been read over to Ali-Ben-Amad, through Abdol, the priest, he declared the same to 
be correct, and affixed his signature (in Arabic) thereto. 


(Signed) WILLIAM TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Ax. Duprar. 
(Translation.) (Stamp for paper.) 
No. 1. (Signed) PINTO. 


Custom House of Quillimane. 
Abduremane Ibraim Manga manifests, for the sailing of the pangaio “ Flor de Mogambique,” for Mozam- 
bique, the following :— 
49 barrels of gunpowder, 20lbs. each (manifest No. 9). 
30 ditto ditto (manifest No. 4). 
1 bale of damaged goods (manifest No. 4). 
J.B. 1 case, with the following :— 
86 dozen plates, and 10 pieces of muslin for clothing. 
Qz. 1 package, with 1 arroba and 24 lbs. of beeswax. 
100 cocoanuts. 
8 canes, called ‘“ maxilas.” 
P. 1 bale, with 30 rolls of tobacco. 
1 ditto 20 ditto. 
1 bag, with 20 Ibs. garlic. 
uillimane, May 15, 1858. 
* es (Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


(L.S. of Customs, Quillimane.) 


Manifested, Custom H f Quilli , May 15, 1858. 
anifes' ustom House of Quillimane, May (Signed) PINTO, First Clerk. 


ls of powd ifest No. 4 be disembarked. 
The 30 barrels of powder (manifest No. 4) may (Signed) —_— 


The 30 barrels of powder, of 20 lbs. each, may be again re-embarked. _ : 
Custom House of Quillimane, May 16, 1858. (Signed) PINTO, First Clerk. 


—————_—_—— —$—$—$——$—$————— 
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Custom House of Quillimane. 
List of the surplus articles which are on board the national pangaio “ Flor de MoSambique,” of which 
Abduremane Ibraim Manga is captain, as follows :— 
20 sacks, with food for the crew. 
3 ferras (irons). 
1 anchor 
4 shawls (a kind of china crape). 
4 pipes for water (of the 6th size). 
4 sails. 
7 cases of clothes, for the use of the crew. 
7 large parcels of something called ** mussos (ballast to trim the ship). 
1 arroba of oil, for the binnucle, ‘ 
Quillimane, May 12, 1858. (Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


Manifested, Custom House, Quillimane, May 15, 1858. 
(Signed) PINTO, Fast Clerk. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 100. 


Judgment of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. 


FROM the papers filed in this case, and the evidence laid before the Court, it appears that the “ £/or de 
Mozambique” was a chow of the burthen ef 894 tens Portguese (or 814 tens English), owned by Mamadi-Bini- 
Anuadi Mazizi, a Portuguese subject residing at Mozambique, where she was built in 1836, and regularly employed 
in the coasting trade in the Mozambique Channel. Out of thirteen vovages she had mauve, eleven were between 
Mozambique and Quidlimane, the other two being to San Lucia and Nossibé respectively. On the 16th of Mareh, 
she sailed from Mozambique for Quillimane, chartered by Joao Vicente Rodrigo de Cardenas, who appointed as 
masier Abduremane Ibeam, the claimant in this case with a crew of 25 persons, as sworn by the master; but, as 
appears trom a close examination of the muster-roll with only 22. On the muster-)oll 25 numbers were written, 
and certificate was given for that number by the Custom House, on the 13th March; but only 24 names were 
entered, and of these two are noted as having run away before the vessel sailed, both in the column of observations 
on the face of the roll, and in the visa dated March 17th. Even in these corrections some confusion exists. The 
numbers noted are No. 17, Amissi, and No. 22, Assinto, whereas the master swears that Amissi was landed after 
the capture at the Bazaruio Island. As will hereatier appear, the note applies to No. 15, Mabruque. Her 
passport and the uvual bond given that she should not engage in the Slave ‘lrade, received the proper visas from 
the authorities at Mozambique. 

She arrived at Quillimane on the 26th April. Owing to the disturbed state of the country there was not 
mueh trade. Accordingly, some of the goods she had brought were re-embarked, and a few other articles were 
put on board Ly secordance with an order from the Acting-Governor, Senhor Machado, dated May 14th, the 
master also received on board six vegroes, prisoners, to be taken in ehains to the Governor-General at Mozam- 
bique. Sundry official despatches, a mail, aud some Joose letters. Her passport. and papers received the official 
visas on the 15th of May, with the usual ce:tificate from the Custom House, that she had been entered legally, 
and sailed legally, dated May 15th. On the 15th also, the Acting-Governor Machado endorses on the muster- 
roll, the addition to the crew of a sailor, named Niio Valle, aged 20 vears. On the night of the 16th, three boys 
were put on board, who answered to the names of three of the crew originally shipped at Mozambique, namely, 
Mabruque, No. 15; Assinto, No. 22; and Fortuna, No. 24. A fourth boy, named Nito Valle, was also shipped ; 
but it is not clear to me at what date. He is a child of some 12 years, nota sailor of 20, as described in the 
endorsement. ‘The shipment of these four boys made up the number of the crew to 25, the number certified by 
the Custom House at Mozambique March 13th. It may be here observed, that the master’s evidence that this 
number does not exceed that usnally carried by vassels of this class, is supported by the certificate being granted 
as above, and by the fact that on her voyage to Nossibé in 1857, she had a crew of 22 and two passengers. After 
crossing the bar on the 18th May, she was visited, according to the master, by boats from an English and a 
French man-of-war, who allowed her to proceed. No entry of this appears to have been made on the log- 
book by the visiting officers. On the 20th of May, being some 200 miles on her way to Mozambique, in order to 
make which she must have kept well on her course, she was boarded by a boat from Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
Commander Oldfield, who, upon the report of the boarding officer, himself visited her, and decided to detain her 
upon finding that the names and ages of four of the crew and six passengers, described as highwaymen, in no way 
answered the description given by the ship's papers. I may dismiss at once other circumstances mentioned in the 
captor’s declaration as suspicious: such as the allegation that one of the prisoners was secreted below ; that the 
slave-irons were hidden in the master’s bed ; that the master admitted, in conversation with Mr. Consul McLeod, 
who wos a passenger on board the capturing vessel, that the negroes on board were slaves. These allegations are, 
I consider, fairly contradicted or explained by the evidence, while with regard to the boiler, water, food, and 
mats, if the captor considered that any serious suspicion attached to the casks and other articles, they should have 
been forwarded to the Court, or more particular measurements and evidence furnished with respect to them. The 
water and food, it may also be observed, are duly entered on the manifest ; but of this, of course, the captor could 
not be aware, as that paper was on board under official seal, and has only lately been furnished to the Court 
by my honourable colleague. The presence, however, of the ten negroes on board, so unsatisfactorily accounted 
for, as it was, by any of the papers accessible to Commander Oldfield, and unexplained as it has since been by the 
evidence of the master, and by the official despatches and manifest since produced before the Court, certainly, in 
my opinion, accounts for Commander Oldfield having detained the vessel for trial. On the 20th May, all the 
persons taken on board the dhow, with portion of the cargo, were removed to IIer Majesty’s ship ‘* Lyra;” and 
the dhow having becn measured was destroyed by fire on the plea that she was not fit to make the voyage to the 
Cape of Good Hope apa! 

This proceeding being one for which the captor is responsible to Her Majesty's Government, 1 should not 
have noticed it had wot the master alleged that the presence of the vessel here would have improved his means of 
defence. On this I would observe, that it is not alleged against his vessel that she had any divisions or fittings 
peculiar to slave-vessels, and that, as far as my opinion is concerned, the absence of the vessel is immaterial. 

On the 29th of May, the captor sent 18 of the crew from the ‘ Lyra” in the boat belonging to the dhow, 
that they might laud at the Bazaruto Islands, reserving the master, the wate, the cook, aud the 10 negroes, whom 
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he sent on to this port in charge of Lieutenant Harris, as prize-officer, but making no provision for the other 18 
being forwarded to the same destination. This is clearly contrary to the ‘reaty, Article IV, of Annex A{ and it 
would have been better if, by a strict adherence to the stipulation, which orders that all persons whojmay be 
removed from a prize shall be conducted to the port of adjudication, the captor had enabled the Commissipners to 
examine other witnesses than those he himself selected, upon points which are now left in comparative daubt and 
uncertainty. I may here add that, if possible, the officer who made the search, and some one who ys then 
present, should also have been sent down in charge of the persons detained, and an exact inventory furnished of all 
goods found on board, and especially of personal property, ifany, taken from the crew of the detained vessel. With 
these exceptions, it is right to say that Commander Oldfield appears to have been most particular in adhering to 
the provisions of the Leap & ; i 

Now, with regard to the negroes found on board, the 6 passengers are clearly prisoners in the legal custody 
of the Portuguese authorities. If any doubt existed of this fact, it has been cleared away by a despatch from the 
Governor of Quillimane to the Secretary of Government at Mozamtique, which was among the papers found on 
board, and which my henourable colleague took upon himself to open, and to add, in translation, to the papers. 
This document describes the crimes with which these persons are charged, two being members of a guerilla band, 
taken with arms in their hands, and the others, servants and others connected with the band, which explains the 
discrepancy between the ages of the boys, and the term “highwaymen,” by wich they are all described in the 
order for their embarkation. It is, however, to be regretted that these people were put on board without some one 
in charge of them, and with no more formal warrant than the order of their embarkation. i 

There now remains for consideration the shipment of the negro boys Mabruque, Assinto, Fortuna, jand Niio 
Valle. Their own evidence is necessarily somewhat confused, owing to their youth and ignorance. But this much 
is clear to me, that they were in a state of slavery at Quillimane, and were put on board the vessel (3 of them, 
at least) the night before she sailed, without any idea on their part of the purpose for whieh they were shipped, or 
that they were to belong to the crew; that the person who put them on board was the Captain of the port, and 
that ke received money from the owners of Assinto, Fortuna, and Niio Valle, when he came to take them over for 
the purpose of putting them on board; while amony the papers is a Memorandum sigued by Fraveisco Antonio 
Pinto, as consignee, dated Quillimane, May 16, 1858, in the following terms :— \ 

“ You will receive passage-money (* frete’) for the little negro who goes on board the + Jax de MoSambique,’ 
50 eruzados (about 47. 10s.), from the person who will present himself to receive the said little negro.” 

Senhor Pinto is apparently the first clerk of the Customs, who signs'the vessel's manifest. It is probable that 
for a boy, bond fide a ship-boy, any freight would be taken, but it is not impossible that he may be looked wpon as 
one of the crew for any work obtainable for him, so as to obviate the shipment of another as crew, for which, in return, 
he would be provisioned during the voyage. The master asserts that these boys were shipped for him, in order 
to make his crew up to the number of 25, for which he was responsible at Mozambique ; but, as already noted, his 
responsibility, if any, could not extend beyond 22, that being the number officially noted on his muster-roll by the 
visa of March 17; while, if it had been necessary to ship additional hands at Quillimane, to replace the men who 
had run away, this could have been effected in proper form by endorsement on the muster-roll, as was dove in 
respect to the boy Nao Valle. Jt cannot be admitted, in my opinion, that these three boys are properly entered 
on the muster-roll, merely because they answer to the names of three of the missing seamen. Mabruque, aged 12 
years, shipped at Quillimane, can never be held to be Mabraque, of 27 years, shipped at Mozambique, and so on 
for the other two; and a similar objection might, I think, be made in the fourth instance, in which a child like 
Nio Valle figures as a sailor aged 20,a bachelor. But this fact is important, as supporting the master’s assertion 
that the Portuguese functionaries are quite indifferent to the age of persons they enter on a muster-roll; and it is 
a fact that an entry of aye is not required by the Commercial Code. And here [ must remark, that the solution of 
this question has been made more difficult for me by the decision of the majority of this Mixed Commission, that 
the sealed letters of which the master was the bearer should not be examined. Among these papers cither 
some explanation as to the real destination of these boys would ave been found, or, if nothing had appeared on 
the subject, it would have been a strong argument in favour of the master’s position, that they were shipped as a 
matter of course by the port officer, to make up his crew to the number named in the certificate of the Custom 
House at Mozambique, to which he was returning. However it is, I think, proved that the shipment of these boys 
was most irregular, and the question for the Court to decide is, whether this irregularity constitutes a breach of the 
Treaty, and calls for a sentence of condemnation on this vessel. In my opinion it does not. It must be assumed 
that there is nothing in the ‘Treaty to prohibit the master of a Portuguese coasting vessel from filling up with 
natives any vacancies among his crew caused by death or desertion. The ‘Treaty does not, in fact, touch the 
question. 

Still, clearly, if such persons be taken on board they should be shipped, so as not to render the muster- 
roll a nullity, as in the present case. But if they are shipped without any form or regularity, this is only a 
contravention of Portuguese municipal law and not of the Treaty; and the manner in which Néio Valle was 
shipped as a man of twenty is a striking proof that the irregularity and carelessness of the port officer at Quillimane, 
to which the witness, Mr, Schlesinger, bore testimony, has not diminished ; and, from the state of the muster-roll 
as made out when the vessel sailed from Mozambique, this state of business would scem to prevail to some extent, 
even at the principal port of Her Most Faithful Majesty's dominions. 

The vessel, then, had been duly dispatched by the competent authorities at Quillimane, and the passengers, 
despatches, and mail put on board were additional proofs that at the time of her departure she was considered by 
them as a perfectly legal vessel. After her departure from Quillimane nothing has even been alleged as an indi- 
cation of illegal pursuits, and she had proceeded to make the best of her way to the port of Mozambique until 
interrupted by the capturing ship, whom she made no effort to avoid; and I am, therefore, of opinion that she was 
engaged on a legal voyage when captured, and that she should, therefore, be restored, with her cargo, to the 
claimant. 

But I am further of opinion that the conduct of the master in shipping or allowing these boys to be shipped 
in the irregular manner proved has led the captor into error, and that, therefore, uone of the expenses of bringing 
this vessel to adjudication should be allowed to fall upon the captor. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 100. 


Judgment of the Portuguese Commissioner. 


I HAVE weighed very carefully all the points of the accusation brought forward by the captors in their 
affidavit, which, in my opinion, is informal, containing, as it does, hearsay evidence, and it not bein ible for 
Lieutenant Harris to speak with legal acctiracy as to what Lieutenant Stephens and Commander Oldfield found 
on board the dhow when he was not present. The reason given, also, as to the destruction of the ship, that it was 
necessary to du so, as stated in the captain's affidavit, does not at all satisfy me; firrt, because Article 1V Annex B 
estublisnes what is legally to be done on seizing a vessel ; and secondly, principally, because an affidavit of a captor 
is not quite enongh proof, if it be considered that in all cases of captured ships brought before this Court it has 
been found necessary to order an examination or survey of the vessels, as the affidavits in which all reasons of 
capture are sworn to are not sufficient. This proves to me that though an affidavit is made «n oath it is necessary 
to find out whether what is stated in the affidavit be right or wrong, as every one is liable to mistake, and a 
mistake here may be the deciding word for or against the vessel. In my opinion Lieutenant Stephens, who 
boarded the dhow, and some of the crew of the steamer “Lyra,” ought to have been sent here to give the 
necessery evidence before this Court. I, therefore, come to the conclusion that the captors, having only brought 
forward suspicions but not a single fact in contravention of the Treaty, and my office binding me to act only 
according to the stipulations of the said Treaty, and not on vague suspicions or points not clearly demonstrated, 
pronounce it to be my opinion that the pangaio “ Flor de Mugambique” is not a lawful prize and should not be 
condemned, and that the vessel or her value, with the cargo in the state in which they were found, be delivered to 
her master as soon as he or h’s representative shall have paid the costs and expenses of this process, the vessel 
having no right to indemnification for lo-ses, damages or expenses resulting from the detention, in conformity 
with the stipulations of the 10th Article of the above-mentioned Treaty, which provides that when the captor 
has been led into error by the fault of the master the Court shall not award any indemnification for losses and 


damages, &c. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 100. 
Affidavits. : 


IN the business of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, and slaves on board the same, taken by 
Her Majesty's ‘ship of war ‘* Lyra,” Rodolphus B. Oldfield, Esq., Commander, and the said dhow burnt, her 
master, crew, and slaves brought to Table Bay. 

Appeared personally, William Harris, a Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s ship of war “ Lyra,” duly authorized 
and empowered, according to the provisions of the ‘I'reaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, to make seizures of vessels engaged in that Traffic, who, 
being duly sworn, maketh oath— 

That on the 20th day of the month of May, 1858, being in latitude 15° 50’ S., and longitude 40° 22’ E., 
the dhow or vessel called the ** Flux de MoSambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, was seized and 
detained by reason that the said ship was employed in the Traffic in Slaves, contrary to the Treaty aforesaid. 

And the deponent further maketh oath, that the paper, writings, and documents hereunto annexed, marked 
from No, 1 to No. 10 inclusive, were given to deponent by the said R. B. Oldfield, and that the same are now 
brought and delivered up in the same plight and condition as when received by the deponent, without any fraud, 
addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 

Lastly, the deponent maketh oath as follows :— 

That having seized and detained the said dhow as aforesaid, the ‘ Lyra” took her in tow all that night. 
Next morning, the 2Ist of May, finding she was unsuited to encounter the perils of a voyage to the Cape, 
especinlly during the winter season, she was cleared of her cargo, consisting of gunpowder, tobacco, and some 
rice and other provisions, and the crew, master, and slaves, ten in number, together with the cargo and slave-irons, 
taken on board the “ Lyra ;” and next day the dhow was, after being measured, set five to and burnt. That the 
“« Lyra” then proceeded to the Bazaruto Islands, where they-landed eighteen of the crew, retaining on board the 
master and two of the crew of the dhow, and the slaves. That from the Bazaruto Islands the * Lyra” proceeded 
to Port Natal, where the said master and the two of hia crew, with the said slaves, were trans-ehipped on board 
the steamer ‘‘ Madagascar,” in charge of deponent. That the ‘* Madagascar” left Natal on the 26th day of July 


last, and arrived in Table Bay on the 6th of August instant, 
(Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, R.N. 


On the 7th day of Auguet, 1858, the said William Harris, a Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
* Lyra,” was duly sworn o the truth of this affidavit. | 
Before me, 
(Signed) At. Duprat, Commissioner. 





List of Papers annexed, : 
, als certificates required by Treaty, respectively marked Form No. 3, Form No. 4, Form No. 5, Form No.8, 

Form No. 9. 

Certificate of Tonnage. ; f 

Papers and documents found on board, viz. :— 

No. 1.—Manifest and documents connected with present cargo, and part of the last. (Eleven conheci- 
mentos.) j : ' 

No. 2.—Documents connected with manifest (said to have been lost). (One manifest, Nossibé, 1857. Two 
conhecimentos.) 

No. 3 —List of men stated to be her (dhow’s) crew. (Muster-roll.) 

No. 4.—List of men stated to be prisonera. (Order for embarkation.) 
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No. 5.—Packet of eight letters directed to people in the Government of Mozambique. 

No. 6.—Packet of ninety-seven private letters directed to inhabitants of Mozambique. 

No. 7.—Passport (three papers). Royal passport; ditto from Nossibé; bond required by Decree of 
December 1836. 

No. 8.—Certificate (apparently clearance.) (Second bond as above.) 

No. 9.—Fifteen receipts or memoranda found among other papers. 

No, en 

Certificate of reasons for not landing prize’s cargo. ¥9 

N.B.—Among the letters were found two besides the above, viz., a letter officially addreesed to the Chevalier 
Alfredo Duprat, His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner at the Cape of Good Hope ; and the other directed to 
Mrs. Toby, Cape Town. 

The former was delivered on the 6th August instant, to the Commissioner ; the latter is brought in with the 


other papers, to await the disposal of the Court. 
(Signed) W. I. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, R.N. 





Form No. 3. 


I, R. B. Oldfield, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship ‘ Lyra,” do hereby certify that I 
have removed from the dhow “ Flor de MoZambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, twenty-five crew and 
six passengers. ‘Ten of the negroes shown, by papers produced by the captain, as crew and passengers, are not 
as represented by him, but are slaves, as thev in no way answer the description given of them in the papers above 
referred to. 

Removed from the detained vessel in latitude 15° 50’ south, longitude 40° 20’ east, at the time of capture, 
preparative to her being destroyed. Afterwards landed at the Bazaruto Islands on the 29th of May, 1858, 
retaining on board the captain, mate, and cook, together with those shown above, as believed by me to be 
slaves, 

Signed this 20th day of May, 1858. 

(Signed) R. B, OLDFIELD, Commander, H.M.S. “ Lyra.” 


Form No. 4. 


I, the Undersigned, R. B. Oldfield, Esq., holding the rank of Commauder in Her Britannic Majesty's Navy, 
and commanding Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Lyra,” do hereby certify that, on the 20th day of May, 1858, 
being in latitude 15° 50’ south, and longitude 40° east, from Greenwich, I seized the dhow “ Flower of Mozam- 
bique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master; and that she had on board, at the time of capture, 10 male 
Slaves. 
The 10 negroes, stated by me as slaves, are shown by the ship's papers to be part of the crew, and were sent 
on board for passage to Mozambique for rebellion, by the Governor at Quillimane, but in no way answer the 
description given of them, and answer in every way to that of slaves, and I have, consequently, so specified 
them. 
I further certify that the papers which | have numbered 1 to 10 inclusive are the whole of the documents, 
letters, and writings seized on board, which are hereunder specified and described, viz. :— 
No. 1. Manifest, and documents connected with present cargo, and part of the last. 
No. 2. Documents connected with manifest (said to have been lost). 
3. List of men stated to be her crew. 
4. List of men stated to be prisoners. 
5. Packet of letters directed to people in the Government of Mozambique. 
No. 6. Packet of ninety-seven letters, directed to inhabitants of Mozambique. 
7. Passports. 

8. Certificate (apparently). 
No. 9. Receipts or memoranda found among other papers. 
No. 10. Log. 
Signed by me this 22nd day of May, 1858. 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander, H.M.S. “ Lyra.” 


Form No. 5. 


I, the Undersigned, R. B. Oldfield, Esq., holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty's Navy, 
and commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” duly authorized by the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, 
dated the 3rd of July, 1842, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that, on the 20th day of 
May. 1858, being in latitude 15° 50’ south, and longitude 40° 22’ east of Greenwich, I seized the dhow “ Flower 
of Riewnligon® whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, for having violated the said Treaty; and I farther 
— that the vessel had on board, at the-time of seizure, a crew of 25 persons, 6 passengers, and 10 male 
slaves. : 

Four of the crew, and the 6 negroes shown as rebels, are believed by me to be slaves. 

And I do also declare that | found this vessel in the following state:— . 

State of vessel—Good, and sea-worthy for native trade. Cargo well stowed. 

Cause of seizure—The names and ages of 4 of her erew, and the whole of the 6 passengers specified ag 
rebels, in no way answering that given by the ship's papers, as'well as one of them amongst the so rebels 
being secreted in the hold ; together with having slave-irons on board. ; 

Given under my hand, this 22nd day of May, 1858. ‘ 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander, H.M.S. “ Lyra.” 
| 





[Form No. 8 is the counterpart of Form No. 4.] 
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I, the Undersigned, R. B. Oldfield, Esq., holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, 
and commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” duly authorized by the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, 
dated the 3rd of July, 1842, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that, on the 20th day of 
May, 1858, being in latitude 15° 50’ south, and longitude 40° 22’ east of Greenwich, I seized the dhow “ Flower 
of Mozambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, for having violated the said Treaty; and I further 

eclare that the vessel had on board, at the time of seizure, a crew of 25 persons, six passengers and slaves, 
and that the following are the names of the crew and passengers, and the number of the male and female slaves :— 







Number and Sex 
of Slaves. 


Names of the 


Names of the Crew. P 
assengers. 


Males. 


Abduremane Ibraim. 
Ali-Bene-Amad. 
Chabane. 
Mamad-Bene-Aurad. 
Lotine. 


Farane. 


Domingos 
Utumbe ee 
Dazinapieraro . 
Mapanda 
Nherezano .. 


Manta 


Feruzo. 
Baraca. 
Mubaraca. 
Mubalia. 
Uvuma. 
Batia. 


Jamali. 





Mussa. 
Mabruque .. saline ae me a L 
Flér. 


Amissi. 





Damongo. 
Marécha. 

Ban. 

Abduremane Dano. 
Assinto . 

Ban. 

Fortuna ‘ii sn les - an ve 1 
Nao Valle... 0! [e ee 8 ws 1 





Total, 25. 


—_ 


Total, 6. Total, 10. 





And I further declare the condition of the slaves was as follows :—Somewhat thin and emaciated, and suffering 
from sores about their hips: otherwise in good health. 
And I do hereby declare that I found this vessel and her cargo in the following state :— 
State of vessel—Good and seaworthy for native trade. 
State of cargo. —Well stowed, and in a good state of preservation. 
Given under my hand, this 22nd day of Mays 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commanding H.M.S. “ Lyra.” 
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Certificate of Measurement. 


This is to certify, that agreeably to instructions received from Commander R. B. Oldfield, we, the Under- 
signed, have been on board the dhow “ Flor de Mofambique,” prize to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” and have 
taken a strict and careful measurement of her, wih we find to be as follows, viz. :— 


From figure-head to taffrail .. oe a 60 feet. 
Extreme breadth overall a ee ai 17 
Depth of hold (from kelson to deck) a ‘ 9 


Deduct 10 feet from extreme length to allow for rake of stem and stern-post, gives 50 feet length for 


tonnage. 
"These dimensions give 813$ tons. 
N.B. A poop, estimated at 8 tons, is not included in the above. 
Given under our hands, on board Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” in latitude 16° 20’ south, longitude 40°56’ 


east, this 21st day of May, 1858. 
(Signed) JAMES WILSON, Chief Carpenter's Mate. 
(No Carpenter borne.) 
E. M. SHACKLOCK, Master. 
Approved. W. F. W. HARRIS, Senior Lieutenant. 
(Signed) R. B. Otpr1eLtp, Commander. 





_ Muster Roll. 
Capitania do Porto de Mocambique. 


Matricula, e rol da equipagem do pangaio denominado “ Flor de Mo@ambique,” embarcaciio Portugueza, de 
qué e proprietaria Amad Mesisi, que segue viagem deste porto para o de Quilimane, com passaporte do Governo- 
General desta Provincia. 







za 
e . 
2 Empregos. Nomes. Naturalidos. Estado. Cor. Observacoes. 
3 
a 





—_— — —— ——_ | $$ —_—_——— 




















1 | Capitio ..| Abduremane Ibramo .] Damao  ..| 22 | Salteiro .. 
2 | Contramestre .| Auly Bene Amare ..| Comoro ..| 31 
3 | Marinhas ..| Chabane a ie 5 -. | 30 
4 99 -.| Mamad Bene Aurad .| Mocambique | 19 
5 » ..| Idine . si ..| Zanzibar 
6 ‘3 .| Farane fs ..| Mogambique 
7 s . | Feruzo ee ee * 
8 * ..| Baraca 9 re ” Com ajustes particu- 
lares. 
9 + ..| Mubaraca .. — is 
10 ‘i .. | Mubalia nt -.| Comoro 
11 = ..| Uvuma “ ae di 
12 “i ..| Ratia.. si Mocambique 
13 x .. | Jamali i 
14 ra | Mussd 4 
15 ) ..| Mabruque .. ox sp ta 
16 os ..| Hér .. nae = ‘3 
17 Pa ..| Amissi an . .| Zanzibar Nao segue viagem para 
| haver pegiode bordo. 
18 ” ..| Damongo.. -» | Mocambique (Signed) Corpeiro. 
19 ” ..| Marécha ne st s 
20 rs ..| Ban .. es se Pe 
21 ia ..| Abduremane Dano .. a Como No. 17. 
29 ee ee) (Signed) Conperno. 
23 i ..| Ban .. 5 ie ” 
24 ” ..| Fortuna Fer am % 


L2 
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_ Contem esta, matricula vinte e cinco pessoas de tripalacio. Capitania do Porto de Mogambique, em 
13 M 1858. 
si (Signed) | MIGUEL AUGUSTO DA 8A. CORDEIRO, 
: (Stamp of Royal Arms.) Alfa. Sendo. de Capitano do Porto, 





Endorsements on. the back of the Muster-Roll. 


Visto.—Segue viagem Quilimane Mocambique, 17 de Marco de 1858, levendo apenas vinte e duas pessoas. 
(Signed) MIGUEL AUGUSTO DA SA. CORDEIRA, 
Alfa. Sendo. de Capitano do Porto. 





Vai de mais nesta matricula, um Marinheiro por nome Nao Valle, natural de Quilimane, de idade de 20 annos, 
solteiro, cor preto. Quartel do Governo de Quilimane, e de Rios de Senna em Quilimane, o 15 de Maio, 1858. 
(Signed) J. S. MACHADO, Govr. Interino. 





Order for Embarcation of Six Prisoners. 


O mestre do pangaio “ Flor de MoSambique” recebéra a bordo do mesmo, seis negros, por nomes 
Domingos, Utumbe, Dazinapieraro, Mapanda, Nherezani, e Mauta, que se achiio prezos por rebeldes salteadores, 
~ quaes conduzer4 a Mocambique com toda a seguranca acorrentados, e ali os entregar4 a disposicaio do Governo- 

meral. 

Quartel do Governo de Quilimane, e de Rios de Senna em Quilimane, 14 de Maio, 1858. 

(Signed) JOAO DE SOUZA MACHADO, Govr. Interino. 


Translation of a Custom-House Receipt. 


Received from the captain of the national pangaio, “ Flor de MoSambique,” the sum of 2,800 reis, for the 
visits on the entry and sailing of the said pangaio, and to certify which, have passed this receipt, which I 
myself sign. 

Custom-House of Quillimane, May 14, 1858. 

(Signed) ANSELMO FRANCISCO. 
GOMES XAVIER, Treasurer. 





Translation of another Custom-House Receipt, referring to the above. 


The Treasurer of this Custom-house must receive 2,800 reis for the visits on entry and departure of the 
pangaio, “ Flor de Mogambique.” 
Custom-House at Quillimane, May i4, 1858. 
. (Signed) FRANCISCO ANTO. PINTO, First Clerk. 
Received. 
(Signed) Xavisr, Treasurer. 





Translation of a Receipt for Provisions. 


Received, six sacks of ground-rice, on account of the ship's provisions, in truth of which I have passed this 
receipt, which I myself sign. 
Quillimane May 15, 1858. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


Translation of a Receipt as follows :— 


You ‘will receive as passage-money, for the muluque (or young negro servant), who iy going on board the 
io “ Flor de MoZambigue,” 50 cruzados, which will be paid to you by the person who will present himself 
to receive the said ose 
Quillimane, 16, 1858. 
—— (Signed) FRANCISCO ANTO. PINTO, Consignee. 





Translation of an Order and Receipt for Money paid to a Custom-House Guardian. 


The captain of the pangaio “ Flor de MoSambique ” will pay the Guardian who is on board, the sum of 900 
reis, for three days, during which 
Quillimane, May 16, 1858. 
(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTO. PINTO, First Clerk. 





Endérsed. 


E>: I, the Undersigned, have received from the captain of the pangaio, “ Flor de MoSambigque," Abduremane 
ty Ibraim Manga, riya of 900 reis, in payment for three days during which I was on board the said pangaio as 
r guardian : in truth of which 1 have passed this receipt, which I i. sign, 

(Signed) EDRO PELMO DE SOUZA, Guardian. 
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Translation of a Receipt from the Clerk to the Judge at Quillimane. 

I, the Undersigned, the clerk to the Judge Ordinary of this Court, have received from the hands of Sefior 
Abduremane Ibraim Manga, ten conhecimentos (bills of lading), from various shippers at the capital of 
Mozambique, which he brought into this Court, in his quality of captain aud pilot of the National pangaio, 
“ Flor de Mogambique,” to be annexed to the papers of Isidoro Correa Pereira, rt begged it from this Court; 
and - confirmation of my having received the above-mentioned cohecimentos, I have passed this receipt, which I 
myself sign. 

The Clerk to said Judge, 
(Signed) VICTORINO BAPTISTA MONTEIRO. 





Copy of Captor's Certificate for not landing Cargo of Dhow at Natal. 
This is to certify, that on account of the sea on the bar, it is impracticable to land the cargo (viz., tobacco, 
gunpowder, &c ,) taken out of the dhow, ‘ Flor de MoSambique" (prize to Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Lyra”). 
Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Lyra,” off Port Natal, 9th J une, 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 100. 
Sentence in the case of the Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Mogambique.” 


THE Commissioners, having heard the said claim and proofs read, pronounced the said vessel, “ Flor de 
Mogamnbique,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture. and the goods. wares. and merchandize laden therein, to have 
been at the time of the capture and seizure thereof, engaged in licit traffic, and as such, not subject and liable to 
confiscation ; 

That the six negro prisoners being in the lawful custody of the Portuguese Government, be delivered over. 
the Consul of His Most Faithful Majesty ; 

That the master, contramestre, and cook, and the four negroes, Mabruque, Azinto, Fortuna, and Niio Valle, 
be released from the custody of the marshal ; 

That these four negro boys be made over to the care of the curator of emancipated negroes, if they do not 
choose to accompany the master and others of the crew to their own country ; 

That the claim as to the value of the vessel and cargo be admitted, and be referred to the Registrar for report 
as to the amount; 

That the claim for costs and damages be rejected, inasmuch as the Commissioners have agreed, without 
reference to arbitration, that the captor was led into error by the fault of the master; and that the Registrar be 
directed to ascertain and report upon the amount, and to receive the same from the claimant, before giving him the 
award, 





No. 101. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 30.) 


No. 15. 
y beet Cape Town, November 5, 1858. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 14 of the 13th of September last, inclos- 
ing our report of the case of the dhow “ Flor de Mocambique,” we have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that a claim presented by the master for the value of the 
vessel and her cargo is still under the consideration of the Court, there being several 
items upon which the Court desires to have further evidence from the captors, 
which cannot be given until the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” shortly 
expected at Simon’s Bay. 

We have further the honour to inform your Lordship that Abduremane Ibraim, 
his mate, and his cook, left this colony for Mozambique in the ship “ Zanzibar,” 
on the Ist instant, having previously signed a power of attorney in favour of His 
Most Faithful Majesty's Consul at this place, who will represent their interests after 
their departure. 

We have, &c. | 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
"eit fn. FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 102. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received December 30.) 


ie ‘are Cape Town, November 8, 1858. 


WE.-have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 5 of the 6th of September last, transmitting to us extract and copies of two 
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despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, containing information 
wit rd to vessels under American colours, which are suspected of being 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade; and, in obedience to your Lordship’s 
instructions, we have communicated the contents of the papers inclosed in your 
Lordship’s despatch to the naval authorities on the Cape station. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 103. 


No. 2) The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No, 2, 
Gentlemen, ° Foreign Office, January 22, 1859. 

1 TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch* from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Cuba, containing information respecting three American vessels, 
the “ Ardennes,” ‘ Enterprise,” and “ Micanus,” which are suspected of bein 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will 
make known the information contained in this despatch to the commanders of any 
of Her Majesty’s ships of war with whom you may be able to communicate. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 104. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 27, 1859.) 
(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Cape Town. November 23, 1858. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. Robert Knox has 
this day presented to the Mixed Commission his letter of appointment as Registrar, 
and has taken, in due form, the oath prescribed by Article I of Annex B to the 
Treaty. 

We take this occasion to bring to your Lordship’s notice an i ag made 
to us by the clerk to the British Commissioners, Mr. William Tasker Smith, for 
remuneration for his services as Acting Registrar from the 18th of November, 1857, 
to the present date. . ; 

We have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the efficiency and regularity 
with which, as on former occasions, Mr. Smith has performed his double duties, and 
we venture to recommend that the allowance made to him on this account should 
not be less than the half of the salary of the Registrar, whose place he has 
filled. We have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. FRER 





No. 105. 


fr Lo, Cape Town, December 16, 1858. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, on the 6th instant, the 
case of a Portuguese vessel named the “ Emalada,” was brought before this Court 
by the captor, Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” and that 
uesday next, the 22nd instant, has been appointed for hearing counsel on the 
evidence which has been collected. ; ; 
We may, therefore, hope to be able shortly to transmit to your Lordship our 


th in question. 
report upon the case in questi We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES, 


re cp ce 
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No. 106. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 27, 1859.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 20, 1858. 


WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, on the 10th instant, the | 


case of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanca” was brought before this Mixed Com- 
mission by the captor, Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘* Lyra.” 

The evidence has been taken and publication decreed ; but the captor, having 
prayed to be heard by counsel, we are unable yet to fnrnish to your Lordship our 


report of this case. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 107. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received January 27, 1859.) 
(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 21, 1858. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 15 of the 5th of November, reporting 
that the claim of the master of the “ Flor de Mocambique ” was still under consider- 
ation, we have now the honour to inform your Lordship that the case has this day 
been concluded by an award of Court, by which the sum of 993/. 19s. sterling was 
assigned to the claimant in compensation for the loss of the vessel, her cargo, and 
other property on board at the time of capture. 

Our report of the second part of this case, with copies of the Registrar’s report 
and of the affidavits and depositions filed relative to the award, shall be forwarded 
to your Lordship as soon as we are able to have them prepared. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R, SURTEES. 





No. 108. 


Mr. Fitzgerald to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 3.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 5, 1859. 

{ AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you the accompany- 
ing extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed 
Commission Court established at the Havana,* containing a list of vessels which are 
reported to have already sailed, or to be about to sail, for the aforesaid coast, and 
are suspected of being intended to be employed in the Slave Trade; and I am to 
desire that you will communicate the particulars contained in Mr. Crawford’s 
despatch to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships which may be on the 
Cape station. 


Iam, . | 
(Signed) . S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 109. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 27, 1859.) 
No. 21. 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 21, 1858. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 15 of the 5th November, reporting the 
claim of the master of the “ Flor de Mocambique,” was still under the consideration 
of this Mixed Commission, as to certain items reserved until the arrival of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Lyra,” we have the honour to inform your Lordship that that vessel 


* Class B, No. 
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having returned to Simon’s Bay, the proceedings in this matter were resumed, and 
have been brought to a close by an Award of Court, pronounced this day, by which 
the sum of 993/. 19s. sterling was assigned to the claimant in compensation for the 
loss of the vessel, her cargo, and other property on board at the time of capture. 

We have now the honour to inclose a copy of our report of the second part of 
this case, and of the Registrar's Reports, together with the affidavits and depositions 
filed relative to the award. 

These papers will show that no part of the amount was awarded until every 
inquiry had been made; first, by the Registrar, with the Marshal and assistant 
merchants, previous to framing his report; and subsequently, on the report being 
handed in, by the two Commissioners before whom item after item was discussed, 
in the presence of both captor’s and claimant's proctors on various occasions; that, 
one some items, arbitration was had recourse to, and the amount reduced ; and that 
as to the main item, viz., the value of the vessel, the Commission was fortunate 
enough to possess, in the Acting Marshal, a very competent authority, that gentle- 
man having formerly personally commanded merchant-vessels trading to the Persian 
Gulf and the East of Africa. . 

The reservation of certain items, for the return of [ler Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
arose solely from their involving the serious charge of spoliation against the captors, 
as well as the mere civil question of damages, which alone the Commission could 
entertain. As the master of the vessel was unable to remain in the colony from 
want of means ; and the daily expenses of sustenance, it was agreed that, consider- 
ing the peculiar character of those items, they should be reserved to be discussed on 
the affidavits left with his proctor ; especially as the principal item, a claim for 
dollars, said to have been abstracted, was reported by the Registrar, to be bourne 
out by the master’s accounts and cargo-book. 

Shortly after the return of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” a meeting of the Mixed 
Commission was held, to close the award, at which Commander Oldfield being 
present with his proctor, his attention was called to the first of the items reserved ; 
Commander Oldfield, however, declined to give any explanation unless permitted 
to re-open the whole claim, even as regarded the items which had been scttled 
previously to the master of the dhow leaving the colony ; and upon its being pointed 
out that such a request could not be acceded to, the Commander and his proctor 
abruptly left the Commission, and thus allowed the items, which were supported by 
affidavit of the claimant, to go by default ; the reason assigned being in substance 
that the Commission should not have gone into the claim for costs and damages, 
until the return of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” and that the Prize Officer whom 
Commander Oldfield had selected to conduct the case, had not sufficiently represented 
him. 

We submit to your Lordship that such a course is indefensible, Commander 
Oldfield having selected whom and what witnesses he chose to support the case 
before the mixed Commission, so as to obtain condemnation, if possible, must have 
been assumed to have had an agent sufficiently representing him to have gone into 
the question of costs, were the case to go against him. 

As soon as sentence of acquittal, as to the charge of slave-trading, was pro- 
nounced respecting the master of the dhow, he was entitled, according to the first 

rinciples of equity, to demand an immediate assessment of the damages to which 
i was entitled, so that he might quit the Colony, as he desired, without delay. 
His case, moreover, was a venatinriy hard one, inasmuch as he had been deprived 
of the right, possessed by all Her Majesty’s subjects accused of any offence, to bring 
his own witnesses, some of whom he might have found in the remainder of his crew, 
whom Commander Oldfield had neglected to send to this Colony, according to the 
stipulations of the Treaty; and his position was further damaged, by the fact 
that the Court was not furnished, as it should have been, with any proper written 
account of property on board, and especially of monies taken from the crew, a 
subject not mentioned by the captors until evidence of the fact had been given by 
the claimant. 

We feel it our duty further to point out to your Lordship the extreme difficulty 
which besets us in upholding our judicial position as regards our Portuguese 
colleagues, if conduct such as that related should be permitted on the part of captors. 
Your Lordship will readily understand that our Portuguese colleagues, as foreigners, 
are naturally prone to take a somewhat partizan view of cases in which their poor 
and friendless fellow-subjects are concerned; it is not only necessary, then, that 
everything connected with the capture of the latter and their property should be 
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marked with caution and mildness, but that every explanation on the subject 
required by the Commission should be at its disposal. 

In the present case, when, on such explanation being sought, the captor has 
felt at liberty abruptly to quit the Commission, with a statement that justice was 
denied him, it becomes our duty to remark that we consider our colleagues have 
reason to complain, not only of an impropriety towards the whole Commission, but 
especially to the Representatives of a nation that has temporarily placed the rights 
and property of its subjects at the disposal of a Mixed Court of Justice. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


P.S.—We have the honour to add to the papers herewith transmitted copy 
of a certificate, showing that on the 6th of January instant, the taxed costs in this 
case, amounting to the sum of 166/. 19s. 6d., were paid by the claimants’ represen- 
tatives. 

G. FRERE. 





Inclosure | in No. 109. 
Report of the Second Part of the case of the Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Mogambique.” 


ON the 2nd of September, 1858, the Court deeréed that the “ Flor de MoZambique,” at the time of her 
seizure by Her Majesty’s ship * Lyra,” was not liable to confiscation; admitted the claim for the value of the 
vessel aud her cargo, and referred the same to the Registrar for his report as to the amount ; rejected the claim 
for costs and damages, and directed the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof, and to receive the same from the 
claimant before giving him the award. 

On the 16th September the claimant's proctor filed a supplementary affidavit as to his claim, with abstract of 
his accounts, showing (A) that he had sold goods at Quillimane to the amount of 759 Spanish dollars ; (B) that 
he had a balance of cash in hand when he left Quillimane of 376 Spanish dollars ; and (C) that certain of the goods 
on board were specially under his charge; and (D) that he valued the clothes he had lost at 50 Spanish dollars. 
These papers were also referred to the Registrar. 

On the 24th of September the Registrar brought in a Report upon the elaim, which was taken into considera- 
tion by the two Commissioners. By this report the Registrar proposed to reduce the items numbcred 2, 4, 5, 7, 
8, 9,10, aud 13, and te disallow the items 14 to 23 inclusive, which reduced the amonnt claimed from 1,308/. to 
841/. 12s. Gd.; and the Registrar further suggested that items 12. 14, and 15, being for money and clothes, should 
be left open until the arrival of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra” should give the captors an opportunity of producing 
further evidence with respect to them. 

The British Commissioner was of opinion that this Report, with some few slight amendments, should be 
adopted ; but the Portuguese Commissioner was of opinion that the whole amount claimed should be awarded with 
the exevption of items 14 to 28, which were of the nature of damages, which the Court had rejected ; recourse 
was therefore had to arbitration, and the British Arbitrator was elected. 

On the 27th September the two Commissioners avd the Arbitrator took the Report into consideration, 
hearing the Proctors of both parties, and with the assistance of the Marshal. At this Session the Registrar was 
directed, by consent of the two Commissioners, to amend his Report in respect to the following items :—No. 5, 
for ten pieces of muslin, was increased from 3/, to 10/., on the explanation of the claimant that the pieces were 
ladies’ dresses, and not common muslins for men. No. 7, for a bale of baftas, was increased from 6/. to 25/. 4s., 
on the master showing, by his accounts, that he had sold a similar bale at that rate at Quillimane. No. 9, for wax, 
was increased from 1d. 8s. to 2/. 14s, on its being shown that the reasonable price per Ib. was 1s., and not 6d., as 
before supposed. No. 10, for garlic, was increased from 1/. 5s. to 2/. 10s., on the master showing that it was an 
article of importation, and not cultivated on the coast. No. 11, for palanquin poles, was increased from 2U. 5s, to 
2/. 12s. 6d., there having been seven instead of six on board. By these additions, the amount allowed by the 
Registrar's first Report was increased by the sum of 29/. 2s. 6d. 

The other reductions recommended by the Registrar, in the value of the vessel, and in items Nos. 6 and 3, as 
to her cargo, were carried by the majority of the Court, by which also it was decided to reserve the items for 
money and personal property until the arrival of the captors. 

The Proctor, for the claimant, having praved for leave to amend his claim in respect to freights dues and stores, 
the Registrar was directed to receive and report upon these items in his amended Report. 

On the 6th of October the amended Report of the Registrar was taken into consideration by the two Commis- 
sioners and the British Arbitrator, in the presence of the Proctors of both parties, and of the Marshal, when it 
appeared that the new items for freighis and stores. and for damage to certain nautical instruments, placed by the 
Registrar in schedule marked B, amounted to 128/. 16s., which increased the total amount claimed to the sum of 
1,436/. 19s, 10d. . . 

Of the new items all were allowed except No. 3, which was reduced from 39/. 7s. to 22/., it appearing, on 
explanation that the article charged for was not ‘* lime,” as at first translated, but blocks of wood for burning lime; 
and No.4, by which 15/, 15s. was charged for freight on these blocks, which had been shipped, according to the 
papers, as‘ ballast.” No. 7, for the value of the nautical instruments broken, according to the captain's statement, 
while in the custody of the captors, the Registrar recommended should be reserved unti] the captors could be heard 
thereupon, which was approved, and the Registrar was directed to amend his Report accurdingiy, and to rearrange 
the items, so as to place all those upon which the evidence of the captors was to he taken at the end of the 
Schedule. 

On the 11th of October the Report, thus amended, was brought in, when the items No.1 to 25 inclusive 
were formally adopted by the Commissioners ; and it appearing that the claimant had an opportunity of proceeding 
to Mozambique, the Portuguese Commissioner urged that the opinion of the Mixed Commission should also now be 
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given as to the items reserved for further evidence on behalf of the captors. To this proposal the British Commis- 
sioner replied that he could not accede, as the claiin for the money and clothes involved an accusation against the 
discipline of the capturing vessel, which it would be unjust to admit before the captor had had an opportunity of 
offering evidence, and the British Arbitrator, agreeing with him in opinion, the former decision of the Mixed Commis- 
sion, to reserve these items, was maintained. 

In consideration, however, of the claimants having been so long detained, and being now ready for their depar- 
ture, the British Commissioner assented to allow the items No. 29 for the captain’s clothes, and Nos. 27 and 30 for 
the watch and broken instruments, which two last items were reduced from 110. 5s. to 10/., and from 16J, 138. to 
81. 5s., being the prices at which the Marshal ascertained that such a watch and instruments could be replaced 
here. 

In consideration also of the vessel having been destroyed by the captor, by which proceeding the claimant 
and the other detained persons were deprived of a place to live in, and of the means of returning to their homes, 
an item was allowed No. 31 for lodging-money from the date of sentence 4/. 6s., and for the cost of their passage 
to Mozambique item No. 32, 301, being the amounts actually charged for these two services. 

On the 13th of October, the proctor for the claimants prayed the Commissioners to examine the three 
detained persons as to the loss of the money and clothes, which was accordingly done om the 13th and 14th of 
October, when the witnesses were also cross-examined by a proctor for the captors. 

The men shortly afterwards left the cape for Mozambique iv the Hamburgh ship “ Zanzibar,” leaving a 
power of attorney with the Consul of Portugal to represent their interests respecting the award. 

Here the case rested until the return of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” to Simon’s Bay, when, by agreement 
between the proctors of both parties, a day was fixed for proceeding with the case. 

On the 15th of December accordingly the Commissioners and Arbitrator sat, when the Minute of the 11th 
of October was read, by which the Registrar’s amended Report was formally declared to be adopted by the Mixed 
Commission to item No, 25, amounting to 861/. 2s. 6d., and it was announced, that the Commissioners had 
further adopted the Report as regarded the watch, and clothes, and instruments, and had directed the addition of 
items for lodging and passage-money, and the captor was informed it was open to him to produce any evidence 
he might have to offer upon the items reserved, when the captor by his proctor declined to offer ary evidence, 
unless he were allowed to produce evidence on the whole of the claim, on the plea that the claim had been made 
after the termination of proceedings in this Court, where the captors were not sufficiently represented by the 
prize officer, and at a period when, being engaged in other duties elsewhere, they were necessarily precluded from 
producing full and sufficient evidence, which they now tendered on the whole claim, 

The Mixed Commission declined to receive further evidence on items already decided, and again invited the 
eaptor to produce evidence on the items reserved, on which the captor and his proctor withdrew from the Court. 

The British Arbitrator then suggested that the Court should adjourn ; but the proctor for the claimant prayed 
the Commission to proceed to a decision on the items reserved, which were accordingly read, and no evidence 
being offered against them they were allowed, and the Registrar was directed to amend his Report accordingly. 

On the 20th of December the amended Report was brought up and read, and the Court pronounced its award, 
declaring the claimant entitled to the sum of 998/. 19s., viz. :— 


£ os. d. 
For the ship, her tackle, equipment, and stores. . es 549 8 0 
For all freights due and payable ea * ae 7:13 0 
For the value of the cargo of merchandize ng a 304 1 6 
For the value of cash, instruments, and clothes en 98 8 6 

For expenses of lodging and passage to Mozambique, the 
vessel having been destroyed by the captor ra 34.8 O 
Total ae so : ais 993 19 0 

Cape Town, December 21, 1858. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
; FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 
Report. 
Dhow ‘“ Flor de MoZambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, Master. 


To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissioners named in the Mixed Commission, established at Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope. 


WHEREAS by your Decree of the 2nd day of September, 1858, you pronounced the said dhow and cargo 
to have belonged as claimed, and decreed the same to be restored to the claimant, for the use of the owner 
and proprietor thereof, but without costs, damages, and expences, and on the 16th day of September, 1858, 
following, you referred an account brought in on behalf of the claimant to your Registrar to report thereon ; 

Now I do most humbly report that, having taken the same, together with what was urge by the parties and 
their agents on both sides, into consideration, I am of opinion that the claimant is-entitled, under your said 
Decree, to the several sums mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed, 


All which is humbly submitted by 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
September 23, 1858. 


| 
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ScHeEpuLE of Amount awarded. 





No. 
No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


1.—Claim for costs of suit. Disallowed. 


2.—Claimed as value of vessel destroved i Pa Ks ee 

There has been some difficulty in arriving at any precise estimate of the 
value of such a vessel as the “ Flor de Mogambique.”| The Marshal of this 
Court, to whom [ applied for information, reports, that he himself has been 
both to Muscat and to the Persian Gulf; that he has scen and examined 
numbers of dhows in those parts ; that they are built of good wood (a species 
of teek), but are spiked only, not bolted through ; that they are not coppered, 
or copper-fastened; that the bottoms are covered with chunain, a preparation 
of lime; that the rigging and cables are of coir, and the anchors, boats, &c., 
of a very primitive construction, and that the sails are of coir matting. The 
Marshal assumes that such a vessel, taking into consideration her rough 
construction, could not be of more than one-third of the value of a craft of 
the same tonnage, all complete as to fittings, &c., built in this colony. The 
latter would cost from 1,300/. to 1,5001., everything being of the best 
material, 

‘Taking this into consideration, and in the entire absence of other means at 
my disposal for fixing on the precise value of the “ Flor de MoSambique,” I 
am of opinion that the sum awarded should be . ar i 


. 3.—Claimed for eargo—79 barrels of gunpowder, of 20lbs. each... r 


On reference to His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator, 
I find that, by Portuguese law, this powder must have been of Portuguese 
manufacture, the trade therein being a Government monopoly. It is therefore 
useless to replace this powder by a similar quantity of British powder, as the 
latter could not be imported into Mozambique. According to the last Decree, 
to which reference was made, the price was fixed at 680 reis per pound, and 
1,900 reis being equal to 4s. 6d., 680 reis would be a trifle over 3s. per pound. 
At this rate, the master’s claim would amount to 237/. I am, therefore, of 
opinion that the sum claimed should be awarded 


4.—Claimed for 36 dozen of plates ore ai we 
I allow them to be worth 10d. a-piece on the coast, say 10s. a dozen, or 


5.—Claimed for one package, containing 10 pieces of muslin, 60 dollars 

I have taken the opinion of a merchant, and he states that the pieces of 
muslin for native dresses run from 7 to 8 yards each, and are of the value of 
from 2s. to Gs. each; they are of Indian manufacture. ‘I'he Marshal has also 
informed me that muslins for the East Coast are of Indian make and are 
very cheap, say | to 2 rupees per piece. 

In the absence of any exact specification of the qui.ntity and quality of each 
piece, I would allow 6s. for each piece, say oie oe 


6.—Claimed for 30 rolls of tobacco .. oe a ws ; 

No specimens of the article have been brought before the Court, nor can I 
find out the quantity each roll is supposed to contain, but as the claim appears 
to me to be moderate, I allow it a ry ‘ P 


7.—Claimed for one bale of baftas_.. - oe a as 
Upon referring to the copy of the official manifest (Court number No. 53 
I find mention made only of * 1 bale of goods damaged, conhecimento No. 4” 
In the bills of lading I find mention made, in Conhecimento No. 4, of 2 fumbas, 
shipped at Mozambique, March 15, 1858, each fumba containing 60 pieces 
of coupas (qy. cloth), one of which fumbas or bales was received back on 
board at Quillimane, on May 14, 1858, as per indorsement on said Conheci- 
mento. I, therefore, must conclude that the master's claim is for this bale of 
damaged baftas. Upon reference to a merchant I find that the price of 
damaged goods depends so much upon their condition, that it is very difficult 
to arrive at a precise valuation; but as the “ Flor de MoSambique” had 
encounteréd heavy weather on her voyage down to Quillimane, it is fair to 
presume the baftas were much damaged, and it has been estimated that the 
average price per piece, for the damaged goods, would be 2s., which would 
make the sum I award er ve ve =i i ve 


8.—Claimed for a quantity of cocoa-nuts ee “ ws de 

The official manifest mentions 100 as the number of cocoa-nuts shipped at 
Quillimane. In this place, after paying‘transport, &c., from the coast at Natal, 
cocoa-nuts sell at from 4d. to 6d. each, retail; they cannot fetch such a price 
on the coast, where they are plentiful, and I consider 3d. each as ample, and 
award .. as e oe sis ve e as 





Amount 
claimed. 


213 6 0 


24 6 0 


13 10 0 


3 0 
410 0 


25 4 0 





Amount 

awarded. 
£ « d. 
500 0 0 
213 6 0 
18 0 0 
410 0 
6 0 0 
150 


ASEIES 





No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 
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Schedule of Amount awarded—continued. 
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9.—Claimed for a quantity of wax .. as ae ve x 
According to the official manifest the quantity of wax is 56 bs., for which 
nearly 1s. per pound is claimed. I have referred to a merchant acquainted 
with the prices at Natal and on the coast, and he states that 6d. per pound is 
the average price, I therefore award .. 3 és ° . 


. 10.—Claimed for 1 bag of garlic aid 


According to the official manifest this bag contained 20 lbs. The value of 
garlic in this colony is about 1/. 5s. a muid (say 100ibs.), and I propose that 
as the value appears to be so very great at Uitenkicen, the master have 
11. 5s. allowed-him, say... ee ue oe ve : 


1].—Claimed for 6 or 7 falanquius .. ar ee os 38 

These are bamboo poles for palanquins, and have been variously estimated 
by two mepcantile men at 2s. 6d. me 5s. a-piece; but bamboo whip-handles 
here cost 29. €d. each, and as these poles must be stout and strong, I allow 
7s. 6d. a-piece for them, say ele os oe és oe 


12.—Claimed for 325 Spanish dollars . = oe ; : 

The evidence bearing on this claim is the Master's affidavit, sworn to on 
the 18th August, viz.: ‘ That certain persons then came on board the dhow, 
epened the boxes, and took away dollars and goods; that in a box belonging 
to this deponent there were 250 Spanish dollars, the property of this deponent, 
which they tovk ; that exclusive of the said dollars this deponent had given 
75 Spanish dollars to the cook, to keep for him, who had put them in a hand- 
kerchief which he had, round his waist; these dollars they took from the 
cook.” : 

According to the accounts with which I have been furnished, annexed to the 
Master's detailed claim, sworn to on the 16th of September, there appears to 
me to be no doubt as to the correctness of the Master's statement, that he had 
on board 325 dollars, balance of produce of goods sold at Quillimane. On the 
other side, the prize officer, in his written statement, mentions, that the onl 
money found on board the dhow, to his kuowledge, consisted of 98 Spanish 
dollars, which were expended as follows :-~16 dollars in clothing negroes ; 
8 dollars paid one of the crew landed at the Bazaruto Islands; and the 
remaining 74 were expended by the prize officer for board and lodging tor 
himself, the master, and two of the-crew, at Natal. 

Out of these 74 dollars, according to the account sent in, the expenditure 
of the prize officer for the master and two crew, amounted to: 29} dollars, 
consequently the whole amount expended on the crew, out of the 98 dollars, 
amounts to 53} dollars. 

I consider that these expenses should fairly fall on the ship, and that the 
534 dollars should be deducted from the number claimed, leaving 2714 dollars 
or 611. ls. 6d., due to claimant. 

Unless, therefore, the Commissioners decide to leave o this portion of 
the award (and that for the watch) until the arrival of Her Majesty's ship 
“Lyra,” may give the captors an opportunity of producing: seme further 
evidence on these points, I am of opinion that this claim for the 325 dollars 
should be allowed, less the 534 dollars above mentioned, as expended for the 
use of the master and crew . ae ; “0 es a 

(This also applies to-the 35 dollars claimed for the mate.), 


13.—Claimed for a silver watch wah Sie ee ae es 
In like manner this claim is met,.on the part of the captors, by the prize 
officer's statement, that no watch or chronometer was, to his knowledge, found 


‘on board,. but although there is no additional proof, as in the case of the 


dollars, a watch is evidently indispensable for navigating a vessel, and I award 
(The Commissioners agreed to allow the full amount, 11/. 5s. See-at foot 
of award). 


14.—Claimed for 36 dollurs,.the property of the-mate ° ‘ 
This claim has been sworn to by the master, in his affidavit of August 18, 
and no rebutting evidence has been offered on the part of the — beyond 
the prize officer's statement that only 98 dollars were found on , as far 
ashe knew. 3 
I allow this sum, say =... ‘ e 


. 15 Ti dele for. wearing apparel 


This claim should, I think, be allowed. The one has furnished a list 
of such articles as he had on board in his box, w 
reasonable in number and price. Ithereforeaward  .. : 

(Subject to fresh evidence from captors.). 


appear to me to. be 


214 0 
9 0 0 
410 
738 2 «0 
ll 5 0 
717 0 
11 5 0 


61 1 


10 10 
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s. 
No. 16.—Claimed for loss by detention and coming to Cape .. se --| 60 00 
Disallowed. 
No. 17.—Claimed as compensation, viz., 27 days’ board, &e., for master, contra- 
mestre, and cook, at 5s. per day we ‘9 ve oe 615 0 
Disallowed. 
No. 18.—Claimed for cab-hire .. es oe ats ‘ie as 100 
Disallowed. 
No. 19.—Claimed for interpreter, the late Abdul rayman, 8 days, at 10s. per day . 40a 
Charged in costs of suit. 
No. 20.—Claimed for wages, from date of capture till September 2, viz. :— 
Captain . _ Ss ae ve sie me --| 80 00 
Contramestre : = he oe ie : aie 20 0 0 
Cook .. we Fr ae ee ee 2a --| 15 00 
Disallowed. 
No. 21.—Claimed for wages till their probable arrival at Mozambique, vis. :-—~ 
Captain . - ae ‘ia sie “a ae ws 40 0 0 
Contramestre .. és oe ee se ae os 2612 4 
Cook . ee a “ as 9 se --| 20 00 
Disallowed. 
No. 22.—Cleimed for cash advanced by Thomson, Watson, and Co. .. ae 418 6 
Disallowed. 
No. 23.—Claimed for payment to Schlesinger sis ee os we 110 6 
Charged in costs of suit. 
Total . ee ae v6 is “a ..| 1,308 3 10 841 12 6 
Plus 15s. difference between claim and award of Registrar, allowed by 
Commissioners, Item 13... és ~ ea ee an & 015 0 


_———_— —— | —____ —_ 


842 7 6 





Inclosure 3 in No. 109. 


Report. 
Dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, Master. 


To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissioners named in the Mixed Commission established at Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Arbitrator elected by lot. 


WHEREAS by your Decree of the 2nd day of September, 1858, you pronounced the said dhow and cargo 
to have belonged as claimed, and decreed the same to be restored to the claimant for the use of the owner and 
proprietor thereof, but without costs, damages, and expenses, and on the 16th day of September, 1858, referred 
an account, brought in on behalf of the claimant, to your Registrar to report thereon ; 

And whereas such report was made on the 24th of September, 1858, and on the 27th of September directed 
to be amended in accordance with your decision, I now humbly beg to report that the cleizunt is entitled to the 
several sums mentioned in the annexed Schedules A and B, amounting to 892/. 4s, 6d. 


All which is respectfully submitted by 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, 4eting Reyistrar. 
Cape Town, October 6, 1858. : 





(A.)—Scnepute of Amount awarded. 






No. 1.—Claim for coats of syit. Disallowed.. 


No. 2.—Claimed ag.value of vessel destroyed = ..- “> _ . 
There has been some difficulty in arriving at any precise estimate of the 

value of such a vessel as the “ Flor de Mozambique.” The Marshal of the 
Coyrt, to whom. I applied for information, reports, that he himself has been 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
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A 


both at Muscat and to the Persian Gulf; that he has seen and examined 
numbers of dhows in those parts; that they are built of good wood (a species 
of teak), but are spiked only, not bolted through ; that they are not coppered or 
copper-fastened ; that the tinins are covered with chunam, a preparation of 
lime ; that the rigging and cables are of coir, and the anchors, boats, &c., of 
a ver a construction; and that the sails are of coir matting. The 
Marshal assumes that such a vessel, taking into consideration her rough con- 
struction, could not be more than one-third of the value of a cratt of the same 
tonnage, all complete as to fittings, &c., built in this Colony. The latter 
would cost from 1,300/. to 1,5002., everything being of the best material. 
Taking this into consideration, and in the entire absence of other means at 
my disposal for fixing on the precise value of the “ Flor de Mozambique,” I 
am of opinion that the sum awarded should be. 2% is oe 


3.—Claimed for cargo—79 barrels of gunpowder, 20 Ibe. each we e. 

‘On reference to His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator, 
I find that by Portuguese law this powder must have been of Portuguese 
manufacture, the trade therein being a Government monopoly: it is therefore 
useless to replace this powder by a similar quantity of British powder, as the 
latter could not be imported into Mozambique. According to the last Decree, 
to which reference was made, the price was fixed at 680 reis per pound, and 
1,000 reis being equal to 4s. 6d., 680 reis would be a trifle over 3s. per 
pound. At this rate the master’s claim would amount to 2377. I am, there- 
fore, of opinion that the sum claimed should be awarded 


4.—Claimed for 36 dozen piates ee sie or 
I allow them to be worth 10d. a-piece on the coast, say 10s. a dozen 


. 5. —Claimed for 1 package containing 10 pieces of muslin, 60 dollars 


These pieces of muslin appear, from the master’s explanation, to have been 
ladies’ embroidered muslin dresses, and the sum of IJ. for each dress is 
allowed, say F wo sik oe 


6.—Claimed for 30 rolls of tobacco 0 i es oe 

No specimens of this article have been brought before the Court, nor can 
I find out the quantity each roll is supposed to contain, but as the claim 
appears to me to be moderate, I allow it is ‘ 


7.—Claimed for 1 bale of baftas se “a oe a aie 

This bale of goods appears on the official manifest as ‘‘ damaged,” and the 
master, in explanation, stated, that the damage was very ap by water ; 
and that he had sold a bale of goods, similar to that: now claimed, for the 
price of 122 dollars. This being confirmed by his account sales at Quilli- 
mane, I allow the sum claimed me a Ba os ss 


- 8.—Claimed for a quantity of cocoa-nuts 


The official manifest notes 100 as the number of cocoa-nuts shipped at Quil- 
limane. In this place, after paying transport, &c., from the coast at Natal, 
cocoa-nuts sell at from 4d. to 6d. each, retail ; they cannot fetch such a price 
on the coast, where they are plentiful, and I consider 3d. each as ample, and 
award .. as es as es ne . 


. 9.—Claimed for a quantity of bees’-wax 


According to the official manifest the quantity is 56 Ibs., for which nearly 
ls. per pound is claimed. This claim appears to me to be reasonable, and 
therefore I allow it ar Bs ox ar oe : 


10.—Cluimed for 1 bag of garlic pie 0 + 5 ‘ 
The official manifest notes this bag to have contained 20 ibs. weight. The 
value of garlic in this Colony is about 1/. 5s. a muid (say 100 Ibs.), but as the 
value of the article is much greater at Mozambique, on account of its not 
being cultivated on the coast, but imported from India, I allow aa 


11.—Claimed for 6 or 7 falanquins .. as “ oe sia 

‘These are bamboo poles for palanquins, and have been estimated by two 
mercantile men at from 2s. 6d. to 5s. a-piece, but bamboo whip-handles have 
cost 2s, 6d. each, and as these poles must be stout and strong, I allow 7s. 6d. 
a-piece for the seven, say .. ee os ae ee ae 


12.—Claimed for 875 Spanish dollars es +e ‘ us 

The Commissioners having decided to keep open this claim until the arrival 
of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” in order to obtain further evidence upon this 
jtem, the Court reserves its judgment. 


Amount 
claimed. 





500 


213 


18 


10 


25 


10 


14 


10 


12 
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No. 13.—Claimed for a silver watch 
This claim is also kept open. 


_ No. 14 —Chaimed for 35 dollars, the property of the mate .. os 
Also kept open. 


No. 15.—Claimed for wearing apparel 
Also kept open. 


No. 16.—Claimed for loss by detention and coming to the Cape 
Disallowed. 


No. 17.— Claimed as compensation, viz., 27 days’ scsi &e., a master, contre- 


mestre, and cook, at 5s, per day oe ee 
Disallowed. 
No. 18.—Claimed for cab-hire .. én a Tt 
Disallowed. 


No. 19.—Claimed for interpreter, the late Abdulrayman, 8 days, at 10s. per day .. 
Charged in costs of suit, 


No. 20.—Claimed for wages from date of map till oe 2, viz. -— 


- Captain . 

Contramestre ee 3 ie és 

Cook .. ae a “em es a 
Disallowed. 


No. 21.—Claimed for wages till their vias arrival at Mozambique, viz. :— 
Captain . os . on o* 
Contramestre *s ue as 
Cook .. a = *e ° 

Disallowed. 


No. 22.—Claimed for cash advanced by Thomson, Watson, and Co. 
Disallowed. 


No, 23.—Claimed for payment to Schlessinger 
Charged in costs of suit. 


Total 


87 


(B.)—Scuepuue of Amount awarded with reference to Claims made by Abduremane Ibraim, on September 30 
and October 5, 1858. 


No. 1.—Claimed for freight of 30 barrels of gunpowder, purchased from Jodo 
Pinto Magalhaes, and the property of Mamade Amede (part of the quantity 
of 79 barrels mentioned in the said claim) : 

The official manifest notes the landing and spaaneceeiios of 30 barrels of 
gunpowder, and as under Article VII, Annex B to the Treaty, the claimant is 
entitled to freights due and payable, and as I find that se: 1 dollar ‘a barrel 
(4s. 6d.) is claimed, [ allow this item . - 


No. 2.—Claimed for freight of a bale of tobacco 


In Abdureman’s claim this item was originally 2 dollars, or 9¢., but he 


exp ressed a desire to have it amended to 1 dollar, that being about ‘the rate 
pad for the freight of the tobacco per fumba from eg to ama 


llow this o oe oe ee 


No. 3.—Claimed as value for 7 boat-loads of wood, for sae lime, belonging to 
Amade Muzzi, 175 dollara . 

Each boat-load is stated by the master to be about 120 arrobas in weight, 
say 3,840 Ibs., and each oat-load is valued at BJ. 12s.; this does not appear 
bev to be a reasonable valuation, and Iam of — 20, sila ton should be 

ws . - ee ee . 





Amount 
awarded. 


& ad. £ « d. 


Amount 
claimed. 








615 0 
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No. 4.—Claimed for freight for Item No. 3, 70 dollars 4s ie we 
The master states that freight on ballast is charged, but at a lower rate than 
the general cargo, as it suits for ballast. The Marshal states that this is a 
common arrangement in carrying cargoes, and as the general cargo would 
average 3/. 12s. a ton, taking the powder as a guide, and this wood is charged 
for at about one-third of the other freight, I allow this item es ‘ 
No. 5.—Claimed for freight for a case of earthenware, 3 dollars és “3 
This item was originally 4 dollars, but the master requested to be allowed to 
amend it, as 3 dollars is about the rate paid for the case of earthenware from 
Mozambique to Quillimane. I allow this item . 


No. 6.—Claimed for the following stores :— Dollars. 
20 pongas (40 Ibs ) rice - $6 iS 40 9 0 0 
2 ditto beans ne x ss sie ie 13 8 0 0 
2 arrobas sugar .. os ; ve Pe 16 312 0 
2ditto butter .. ee oe oe es 24 56 8 9 
2tons biscuit .. oe ‘ie * = 6 17 0 
2 goats . “t as . 6 1 7 0 
24 fowls ee xe ie ate s 5 ne 12 6 
1 tin oil . ar ae oy se ° 6 a 17 0 
Box of tea se <9 ve ai te 8 ‘ 116 0 
Copper cooking utensils, ] large, } small ave 14 8 3 0 
A number of plates, spoons, forks, and knives ,. ie 10 38 0 
1 spy-glass a 6 a we “a 9 2 0 6 
1 variation’ compass’ se oe o. .- 18 410 
1 compass 5 1 2 6 
1 swing-glass 1 0 4 6 
1 line (log) i P 2 09 0 
1 book “ Instructions for Pilots” es ad 4} 019 0 
1 book (Portuguese version) “ Norries’ Navigation” $ 7 11l 6 
6 bundles salt fish aca ar oe se 3 013 6 
2 arrobas sweet potatoes si we 4 018 O 
2 kegs of green paint oe a 6 1% 0 
6 baskets of fruit (withdrawn from claim). 
1 keg white paint . wt ‘re ee aN 3 O18 6 
4 barrel varnish. F 5 1 2 6 
1 demi-john linseed oil if ee 016 0 
1 ton drying varnish 1 04 6 
6 bags of lime 9 2 0 6 
1 keg red colour .. 2 09 0 
49 8 0 
With respect. to all these items for stores, I have the opinion of the Marshal 
that they are all perfectly reasonable in quantity and price, and such as are 
uisite for a vessel like the ‘ Mlor de MoSambique." I am therefore of 
opinion that these items should be allowed, amounting to. . 49 8 O 
Dollars. 
No. 7.—Claimed for a sextant . ow ats ws 45 10 2 6 
Ditto for a quadrant ae és = es . 25 512 6 
Ditto box of drawing instruments 018 0 


These instruments the master has brought into Court in a damaged and 
useless state, and he deposes that some of the articles belonging to them were 
‘taken away by the captors, so as to render the instruments useless. As this 
involves a charge against the boarding officer of the 4 Lyra,” I submit that 
these items should stand over, with those of the dollars, watch, and clothes, 
until the arrival of the “ Lyra.” 


Total . e ee 128 16 0 112 3 0 








2 0 @ 

Amount awarded by Schedule A ve ne 780 1 6 

4 Ditto by Schedule + as a 112 3 0 
Total - ee ée ats 892 4 6 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 109. 


Dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim, Master. 


To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissioners named in the Mixed Commission established at Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Arbitrator elected by lot. 


WHEREAS by Decree of the 2nd day of September, 1858, Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner and 
His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner pronounced the said dhow and cargo to have belonged as claimed, 
and decreed ‘the same to be restored to the claimant, for the use of the owner and proprietor thereof, but without 
costs, damages, and expenses, and on the 16th day of September, 1958, referred an account, brought in on behalf 
of the claimant, to your Registrar to report thereon ; 

And whereas such report was made on the 24th of September, and on the 27th September was directed to be 
amended in accordance with your decision ; and, 

Whereas by your order of the 27th September, 1858, you admitted a further claim for freights and ship's 
stores, and other matters omitted in the first claim, and referred the account thereof to your Registrar to report 
thereon ; and, 

Whereas such report was made on the 6th instant, and on that day directed to be amended in accordance 
with your decision ; 

Now I do most humbly report that, having taken the same, together with what was urged by the parties and 
their agents on both sides into consideration, I am of opinion that the claimant is entitled, under your said Decree, 
to the several sums mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed, amounting to the sum of 8611. 2s. 6d. 


All which is humbly submitted by , 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, October 11, 1858, 


AND whereas by your order of the 11th of October, you were pleased to adopt my report relating to items 
Nos. 1 to 25, amounting to the sum of 861d. 2s. 6d. ; and, further, to allow the items Nos. 30 and 27 for nautical 
instruments and a watch ; and to order the addition of an item, No. 31, for lodging money from the date of 
arrival until the date of sentence: and of an item, No. 32, for passage-money to Mozambique; 

And whereas by your order of the 15th of December, you were further pleased to confirm the remaining 
items, Nos. 26, 28, and 29, relative to money, property, and clothes, said to belong to the master and mate of the 
said vessel, and to direct me to amend my report according to that decision ; 

Now I do most humbly report that, in addition to the items amounting to the sum of 861/. 2s. 6d. already 
awarded, the claimant is entitled under your said orders to the several other sums meitioned in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, amounting to the sum of 132/. 16s. 6d., or, in all, to the sum of 9931. 19s. 

All which is humbly submitted by 

(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 

Cape Town, December 20, 1858. 


ScHEDULE of Amount awarded. 


Amount Amount 
claimed. awarded. 


£ 8 d. £ «di 
No. 1—Costs of Suit. Disallowed. 


No. 2.—Claimed as value of Vessel destroyed (3,000 Spanish dollars) .. --| 675 0 0 
, There has been some difficulty in arriving at any precise estimate of the valu 

of such a vesselas the “Flor de MoSambique.” The Marshal of this Court, to 

whom I applied for information, reports, that he himself has been both at 

Muscat sar to the Persian Gulf; that he has seen and examined numbers of 

dhows in those parts; that they are built of good wood (a species of teak), 

but are spiked only, not bolted «Haas ; that they are not coppered or copper- 

- fastened ; that their bottoms are covered with chunam, a preparation of lime; 
that the rigging and cables are of coir, and the anchors, boats, &c., of a very 
primitive construction; and that the sails are of coir matting. The Marshal 
assumes that such a vessel, taking into consideration her rough construction, 
could not be of more than one-third of the value of a craft of the same 
tonnage, all complete as to fittings, &c., built in this colony—the latter would 

cost from 1,300/. to 1,500/., everything being of the best material. Taking 

this into consideration, and in the entire absence of other means at my disposal 

for fixing upon the precise value of the “ Flor de MoSambique,” 1 am of 

opinion that the sum awarded should be oe we - “a 


No. 3.—Claimed for cargo, 79 barrels gunpowder, 20 lbs, each (948 Spanish 
dollars = ss a5 °3 sie se ne 

On isis to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner and Arbitrator, 

I find that by Portuguese law this powder must have been of Portuguese 
manufacture. According to the last Decree to which reference was made, 

the price was fixed at 680 reis per Ib.; 1,000 reis being equal to 4s, 6d., 
680 reis would be a trifle over 3s. per lb, At this rate the master's 
claim would amount to 2377. I am therefore of opinion that the amount 
claimed should be allowed .. we is we a 213 6 0 


Crass A. N 
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Schedule of Amount awarded—continued. 
Amount Amount 
claimed. awarded. 
£ at 
18 0 0 





No. 4.—Claimed for 36 dozen plates (108 Spanish dollars) .. --| 24 6 
I allow them to be worth 10d. a-piece on the coast, say 10s. a dozen, or ee 


No. 5.—-Claimed for 1 package, containing 10 pieces of muslin (60 dollars) +o} 1810 
These pieces of muslin appear, from the master's explanation, to have 

been ladies’ embroidered muslin dresses, and the sum of Ii. for each dress is 
allowed, say ve vie si o- es we +. 10 0 0 
No. 6.—Claimed for 30 rolls of tobacco (20 dollars) oe 
No specimens of the article have been brought before the Court, | nor can I 

find out the quantity each roll is —— to contain, but as the claim appears 

to me to be moderate, I allow ‘ s% as es 


No. 7.—Claimed for 1 bale of baftas (112 dollars) . tis 
This bale of goods appears on the official manifest as “ \« damaged,” and the 
master, in explanation, stated that the damage was very slight, by water, and 
that he had sold a bale of goods similar to that now claimed for 122 dollars. 
This being confirmed by his account of sales at Quillimane, I allow the sum 
claimed . % ; 6 se os 25 4 0 
No. 8.—Claimed for a quantity of cocoa-nuts (15 dollars) ‘ 
The official manifest notes 100 as the number of cocoa-nuts ‘shipped at 
Quilimane. In this place, after paying transport, &e., from Natal, cucoa- 
nuts sell from 4d. to 6d. each, retail ; they cannot fetch such a price on the 
coast, where they are plentiful. I consider 3d. each as ample, and award 


No. 9.—Claimed for a quantity of bees’-wax (12 dollars) _.. ° 

According to the official manifest the quantity is 56 Ibs., for which nearly 

ls. per Ib. is claimed, This nppenss to me to be reasonable, and I there- 
fore allow it iw : oe xe = 





No. 10.—Claimed for 1 bag of garlic (40 dollars) .. ia 9 00 
The official manifest notes this bag to have contained 20 Ibs. weight. The 
value of garlic in this Colony is about 1/. 5s. a muid (say about 100 Ibs.), but 
as the value of the article is much greater at Mozambique, on account of its 
not being cultivated on the coast, but imported from India, I allow . “ acl 210 0 


No. 11.—Claimed for 6 or 7 falanquins (18 dollars) . 460 
These are bamboo poles for palanquins, and have been estimated by two 
mercantile men at from 2s. 6d. to 5s. a-piece ; but bamboo whip-handles cost 
here 2s. 6d. a-piece, and as these poles must be stout and strong, I allow 
7s. 6d. a-piece for the 7, say ci ie i an - = 212 6 


No, 12.—Claimed for freight 0. 30 barrels of gunpowder, purchased from Adolpho 
Joiio Pinto Magalhaes, and the property of Mamade Amade—part of the 
quantity of 29 barrels mentioned in the claim—(30 dollars) 615 0 
The official manifest notes the landing and re-embarkation of 30 barrels of 
powder, and as, under Article VII of Annex B to the Treaty, the claimant is 
entitled to freights due and payable, and as I find that a T dollar ae my 
per barrel is claimed, I allow this item 2 615 0 


No. 13.—Claimed for freight on a bale of tobacco (1 dollar) 04 6 
In Abduremane's claim this item was originally 2 dollars, or 99., but he 
expressed a desire to have it amended to 1 dollar, that being about the rate 
paid for the freight of the tobacco per fumba, from Mozambique to Quili- 
mane. I allow this ies 0 4 6 
No. 14.—Claimed as value of seven boat-loads of blocks of wood, for burning 
lime, belonging to Amadi Murji (175 dollars) . 39 7 0 
Each boat-load is stated by the master to be about 120 arrobas in weight, 
say 3,840-lbs., and each boat-load is valued at 5/. 12s. €d. This does not 
appear to me to be a reasonable valuation, and I am of opinion that 2/. per 
ton should be allowed, and there being 12 tons in the seven loads, the amount 
would be se i oe xin we oon we “a 24 0 0 


No. 15.—Claimed for freight on wood (Item No. 14) shipped as ballast (70 dollars)} 15 15 0 
Disallowed. 


No. 16.—Claimed tor freight on a case of earthenware (3 dollars) 5 0138 6 
This item was originally 4 dollars, but the master requested to be allowed 
ty amend it, as 3 dollars is about the rate paid for the case of earthenware 
from Mozambique to Quilimane. I allow this item a & a ae 013 6 
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Schedule of Amount awarded—continued. 














Amount Amount 
claimed. awarded. 
£ sd. £ 8d. 
No. 17.—Claimed for the following stores :— Dollars. 
20 pongas (40 lbs. each) rice Re oe Sie 40 m 9 00 
z ditto beans oe R se er es 1} r 0 8 0 
2 arrobas sugar .. <e os ais a6 16 5 312 0 
2 ditto butter .. “ ee “s c 24 . 5 8 0 
2tons biscuit .. a sa Pr ‘ 6 ee 1 2 Q 
2 goats . an oe =a aie i 6 ss 1 7 0 
24 fowls é 5 . 12 6 
1 box tea ‘ a a es 8 ‘ 116 0 
1 tin oil se 6 : ) a ae 
Copper cooking utensils, 1 large, 1 small x3 14 A 3 3 0 
Plates, spoons, knives and forks so be 10 F 2 8 @ 
1 spy-glass aa = sts ee ae 9 ji 206 
1 variation compass a 6 ve sts 18 A 410 
1 compass ws ve or ws 5 aw 1 2 6 
1 swing glass a os is wi 1 a 0 4 6 
1 line (log) P Pt ee 2 ie 09 0 
1 book Instruction for Pilots” “e ss 4} ‘ 019 0 
1 book “ Norrie’s ial (in iat translation) 7 <a 11l 6 
6 bundles salt fish a wa 3 ‘ 013 6 
2 arrobas sweet potatoes. ss es no 4 018 0 
2 kegs green paint ‘ 6 LE % 0 
6 baskets fruit (withdrawn). 
1 keg white paint . $ 3 os 013 6 
1} barrel varnish . . 5 . L232 6 
1 demi-john linseed oil ate or 3} P 016 0 
1 tin drying varnish a oo . . 1 : 0 4 6 
6 bags lime a 7 9 . 2 0 6 
1 keg red paint 2 ss 090 
49 8 0 
With respect to these items, I have the opinion of the Marshal that they 
are all perfectly reasonable in quantity and price, and such as are requisite 
for a vessel like the “ Flor de Mogambique.” 1 am therefore of opinion 
that these items should be allowed, amounting to it its si si 49 8 0 
No. 18.—Claimed for loss by detention, and in coming tothe Cape... is 60 0 0 
Disallowed. 
No. 19.—Claimed as compensation, viz., 27 days’ board, &e., for master, contra- 
mestre, and cook, at 5s. per day ea a . ws wx 615 0 
Disallowed, 
No. 20.—Claimed for cab-hire .. jie mee 6 * we 100 
Disallowed. 
No, 21.—Claimed for Interpreter, the late Abdul Rayman, 8 days, at 10s. a-day .. 400 
Charged in costs of suit. 
No. 22.—Claimed for ica from date of ‘upeae till ae 2:— 
Captain . as we ve ii .-| 80 0 0 
Contramestre .. a ee ae ee oe --| 20 0 0 
Cook .. se Ke ee és ae e oe 15 0 0 
Disallowed. 
No. 23.—Claimed for wages till their probable arrival at Mozambique :— 
Captain . - ae ee ay és ah --| 40 0 0 
Contramestre.. sie “6 o. ve ee * 2612 4 
Cook .. we oe ee es es as --| 20 0 0 
Disallowed. 
No, 24.—Claimed for cash advanced by Messrs. Thomson, Watson, and Co. Ps 418 6 
Disallowed. 4 
No. 25.—Claimed for payment to Schlessinger, witness ; as es 110 6 


Charged in costs of suit. 


The Court reserves its judgment as to the following items of the claim : 


No. 26.—Claimed for 325 Spanish dollars | 73 2 0 
The evidence bearing upon this claim is the ‘master’ 8 affidavit, sworn to on 
the 18th of August, viz.:—‘ That certain persons then came on board the 


N 2 


CAPE' OF "GOOD HOPE. 
‘Schedule of Aniount awarded—continued. 


dhow, opened the boxes, and took away dollars and goods; that in a box 
bo ge to this ape there were 250 Spanish dollars, the property of 
this deponemt, which they took; that, exclusive of the said dollars, this 
deponent had given 75 Spanish dollars to the cook, to keep for him, who had 
put them in a handkerchief, which he had round his waist ; these dollars they 
took froni the cook.” : 

According to the accounts with which I have been furnished, annexed to 
the master’s detailed claim, sworn to on the 16th of September, there appears 
to me to be, no.doubt as to the correctness of the master’s statement that he 
had on board 325 dollars, balance of produce of goods sold at Quilimane. 
On the other side. the prize officer, in his written statement, mentions that 
the only money found on board the dhow, to his knowledge, consisted of 
98 Spanish dollars, which were expended as follows :—16 dollars in clothing 
yon ite 8.dollars paid to one of the crew landed at the Bazaruto Islands ; 
and the remaining 74 dollars were expended by the prize officer for board and 
lodging for himself, the master, and two of the crew of the dhow, at Natal. 

Out of these 74 dollars, according to the account sent in, the expenditure 
of the prize officer for the master and two of the crew of the dhow, amounted 
to 29} dollars; consequently the whole amount expended on the crew, out of 
the 98 dollars, amounts to 634 dollars. 

I consider that these expenses should fairly fall upon the ship, and that the 
53} dollars should be deducted from the mii claimed, leaving 2714 dollars, 
or 614. 1s. 6d., due to claimant. 

Allowed, by decision of the Mixed Commission, December 15, 1858 


No. 27.—Claimed for a silver watch (50 dollars) 


In like manner this claim is met, on the part of the captors, by the prize 
officer's statement, that no watch or chronometer was, to his knowledge, found 
on board, but although there is no additional proof, as in the case of the 
dollars, a watch is evidently indispensable for navigating a vessel. 

Allowed the Cape Town price, by decision of the Mixed Commission, 
October 11, 1858 . diy re x a0 as ais 


No, 28.—Claimed for 35 dollars, the property of the mate 


This claim has been sworn to by the master, in his affidavit of August 18, 
and no rebutting evidence has been offered on the part of the captors, beyond 
the prize officer’s statement that only 98 dollars were found on board, as far 


as he knew. ’ 
Allowed, by decision of the Mixed Commission, December 15, 1858 


No. 29.—Claimed for wearing apparel (50 dollars) . , 


No. 


No. 


The-captain has furnished a list of such articles of clothing as he had on 
board at the time. of capture, in his box, and the list appears to me to be 
reasonable as to number of articles and their value. 

Allowed, by decision of the Mixed Commission, December 15, 1858 


’ Dollars. 
. 30.—Claimed for a sextant ne “8 os 45 
Ditto for a quadrant i ; oA we 25 
Box of mathematical drawing instruments Pe a 4 


These instruments the master has brought into Conrt in a damaged and 
useless state, and has deposed that some of the articles belonging to them 
were taken away by the captors, so as to render the instruments useless. 

Allowed, by decision of the Commissioners, October 11, the price in Cape 
Town; Marshal reports the sum to be a0 ave ae o* 
31— 1 : 

Items 18, 19, and 20, claims for compensation and personal expenses, have 
been disallowed, but in consideration of the vessel having been destroyed by 
the capior, and there being, therefore, no home for the detained crew, by the 
direction of the Commissioners, I allow 4s. per.diem as lodging-money, from 
the date of arrival to the date of sentence, 27 days ws ee “at 
$2.— 

The Commissioners having decided nm allowing passage-money to 
Mozambique for Abduremane, his mate, aud cook, by their direction I allow 
the sum of 102. per head, charged by the captain of the “ Zanzibar,” or 


Total << be ai e Sp plea “4 





ve 


61 1 


10 0 


717 





993 19 0 





‘ 
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Axsrracr of Award, Portuguese dhow Flor de Mo@ambigque.” 





, ‘ dit aad) £ a & 
For the ship, her tackle, equipment and stores (Item 2)  . Bi © ai 00 ’ 
» ” ” (Item 17) ee $ os 8 0 
549 8 0 
For all freights due and payable .. (Item 12) - .. ee we 615 0 
” ” ” oe (Item 18) os oe . 0 46 
” ” ” a (Item 16) ee oe 018 6 
7138 0 
For the value of the cargo of merchandise (Item 3): .. ee 218 6 O 
” ” ” (Item 4) ae * 8 0 0 
” ” ” (Item 5) ae 000 
” ” ” (Item 6) . 410 0 
” ” ” (Item 7) 25 4 0 
” ” ” oa 8) ee 150 
” ” ” Item 9 . 214 0 
” ” ” (Item 10) 210 0 
” ” ” (Item 1 1) e oe oe 2 2 6 
” ” ” (Item 14) os me --| 24 00 
‘ ——_——-| 304 1 6 
For the value of cash, instruments, and clothes, not forthcoming :— 
Master's cash Ss5 oe (Item 26) ie aig 61 1 6 
Watch sf “3 ws (Item 27) i ew 10 0 0 
Mate’s cash .. ai ss (Item 28) és 717 0 
Master's clothes wi - (Item 29) 11 5 O 
Instruments . a es (Item 30) 8 5 0 
—_ 98 & 6 
For expenses of lodging and passage, caused after sentence, by the vessel having 
been destroyed .. o ee ais ie Pe a 34 8 0 
Total $y << “i = si ‘se 993 19 0 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 109. 


Evidence in the case of the Portuguese Dhow “ Flor de Mocambique.” 


IN the business of the Portuguese dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” whereof Abduremane Ibraim is master, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, and slaves on board the same, taken by Her 
Majesty's ship of war ‘‘ Lyra,” Rodolphus B. Oldfield, Esquire, commander; the said dhow burnt, her master, 
crew, and slaves brought to Table Bay. 

Appeared personally William Harris, a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, and belonging to Her Majesty's said 
sloop * Lyra,” and made oath: 

That no watch or chronometer was, to the appearer’s knowledge, found on board the dhow “ Flor de 
MoSambique ;” and that the only money found consisted of some dollars, doubloons and half doubloons, and small 
coin of various denominations, which were found upon the persons of the crew of the said dhow, and amounted 
altogether, in value, to the sum of 98 dollars. That of this amount, 8 dollars were paid to an Arab, one of the 
crew, when he was put ashore on the Bazaruto Islands; that 16 dollars have been retained for the value of the 
necessary clothing supplied to the ten negroes; and the residue, 74 dollars, was expended by the appearer at Natal 
for the board and lodging of himself, and the master, and the two of the crew who have been brought down to 
Table Bay. 

And the appearer further made oath, with reference to the statements made by the said master, Abduremane 
Ibraim, relative to the rate and capabilities of the said dhow. ‘That the said dhow was a good vessel for her class, 
but was, nevertheless, wholly unsuited for a voyage to the Cape; and that it would have been to have risked the 
lives of all on board to have attempted to bring the said dhow to the south of Natal, and round the Cape, a feat 
which has never been accomplished, or even attempted, as the appearer verily believes, by a vessel of that descrip- 
tion. That no dhow can beat to windward, by reason of her build and shape, being almost flat-bottomed and of 
great height, and that any attempt by a vessel of such build to beat to windward would be quite futile. 

And the appearer further saith, that such of the crew of the said dhow as were landed at the Bazaruto Islands, 
were so landed because there were no means at the command of the said Rodolphus B. Oldfield, Esq., to convey 
them to Table Bay; and because there were no known means of securing and detaining them at Natal without 
subjecting them to personal incarceration and suffering. 

And lastly, that the ap r hath hereunto annexed an inventory of the. articles found on board of the said 


dhow, at the period of her detention by the “ Lyra.” 
(Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenam, RN. 


On this day of August, 1858, William Harris, a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, was duly sworn to the truth 
of this affidavit. ; ; 
Before me, , 


(Signed) Geo, Frere. 





a i 
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Inventory referred to in the foregoing Affidavit, of Articles found on board the “ Flor de Mocambique.” 
_. 16 kegs of gunpowder. 






to the value of 98 dollars. 
(Signed) W. F. W. HARRIS, Lieutenant, R.N. 





(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


On this, the 16th day of September, 1858, the said Abduremane Ibraim Manga was duly sworn to the truth 
of this affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere, 





(A.) 


Asstract of Accounts of Sales which I made at Quilimane. 


( Translation.) 





Dollars. 





Dollars. 


No. 1.—Mamade Murji. 


2 bales of goods, at the rate of 122 dollars each 
4 teapots, at } dollar each a , we os ae 
10 pieces of fine handkerchiefs, from Dio (in Mogul). at 3 dollars each .. 


10 Ibs. powder, at } dollar per pound ss oe 
283} 

No. 2.—Banji Panja. 
60 pieces of handkerchiefs, common, at 1} dollar 
8 umbrellas, at 14 dollar nS on a 
4 dozen cakes of soap, and 6 bottles Macassar oil .. 
6 bottles Eau de Cologne oe sia 5 

: 93 

No. 3.—Senhor Galdini Jozé Nunes. 
1} arroba of sugar, moist, at 8 dollars... ove ee 
8 lbs. of tea, at 2 dollars a ar ig “ oe its we 
1 box of assorted inks . . ae ae ste ‘a a a 
2 pieces of muslin, for mosquito curtains .. a6 i rc Pe Ss 
2teapots .. on ee o s os oe oe on 
33 


No. 4.—Senhor Guiziranti, Advcoate. 


6 bottles Macassar oil . re ae ee ae i ds oe 
6 ditto Eau de Cologne as a “se s ee 

2 small tea-trays oo as wx 2 58 sb 

1 dozen ladies’ stockings ne: as es so ‘é = 

1 piece American cotton oe oe oe oe + 


144 


= 





21 linen shirts, at 1 dollar 


No. 6.—Premoji Gechande. 
30 teapots 








8 chamber ditto, at 1 dollar ai on 
2 dozen penknives ‘ oi sa 4 
2 dozen best ladies’ companions . 4 
7 dozen soap cakes... es 5 
2 bottles sarsaparilla . Ee i 6 7 
8 lbs. sugar at 8 dollars aye arroba a os ose 2 
2 Ibs. tea + 
49 
No. 7.—Jamu Natu. 
2 dozen cups and saucers, at 3 dollars per dozen .. sy os sis ar 6 
10 lbs. powder, at 3 dollar per pane ae ia es 2a aa a 7} 
1 dozen neckerchiefs .. nk ve we a di ’ 24 
1 dozen teaspoons aa as ee si a aia ax 5 1 
1 packet of needles... xe or Pr Se as at ipa rs 
1 arroba moist sugar .. ais te a $6 es sg a 8 
4|lbs.tea .. a se iy es i a se ite 8 
2 packets of cord , 2 
4,000 fish-hooks (between great and small ‘size) a6 aN x 6 
2 small trays Pr ss oie ae ‘< ei ‘i 1 
2 earthenware chamber utensils . . Gs os ate aS on sia 23 
2 arrobas of assorted beads ‘ ‘ we + a os a 19 
4 pieces of American cottons, at 5 dollars * ee ia es pi ae 20 
105 
No. 8.— Senhor Cipriano Baptisto de Monteiro. 
1 arroba of sugar, at 8 dollars .. wie rr sy 3 Be ie 8 
1 Ib. tea ate oe whe oe a5 o. ae “d 2 
3 dozen cups and saucers Ss , _ $5 as ms - 1} 
11} 
No. §.—Senhor Primento Caxeiro de Famor. 
6 shirts : oe as oe ne ae i ase 8 5 
1 ladies’ companion... us va ts es $8 si rs + 
1 dozen soap cakes... ie oe oe és +e a si 1} 
1 tray “ti bra ae ws se “i a8 xe a 4 
1 package cord ‘ Pr 6 ar ns ae ote Be 1 
1 chamber utensil : a és ss “a 1 
2 pieces East India cotton cloth, ‘at 2h dollars each . va ie % a 5 
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No. 10.—Senhor Izidor Correa. 


1 teapot, small, at .. ws oe os oe Rw os oof oe t 


No. 11.—Broda Camal. 


10 pieces linen clothing, at 3 dollars os ve ae oe ws 30 
8lbs. sugar . aa #6 . o- “« ee es 2 
1 Ib. tea aa oe ee on . ae ae o. 2 
34 
Total a . oo +. oe we asl ee 759 


(Query, 660 dollars.) 
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(B.) 
(Translation.) 
Srarement of the Receipts which I received at Quillimane, from the hands of those who were indebted to me. 





Owing. | Paid. 


Dollars. | Dollars. 











No. 1—Mamudo Murji returned a bale of goods, value 112 dollars, leaving in his hands .. 132 
No. 2.—Banji Panja paid me all he owed ” is vie = : 93 93 
No. 3.—Galdini Jozé Nunes .. a ze Se até ne ay 33 33 
No. 4.—Grizante, Advocate .. “% “0 . es +i si 144 14} 
No. 5.—Commandant Thito .. ‘ se a oe + as 21 2: 
No. 6—Premoji Gechande.. wa ss ais a #6 $6 49 49 
No. 7.—Jamu Natu .. es os - sie aa sd ; 1054 1054 
No. 8.—Cipriano Baptisto de Monteiro, paid completely ks = ae oe 11} 11} 
No. 9.—Primento .. 3 or oe sts 4 we ; 14} 144 
No. 10.—Izidor Correa se sie ve i as ‘ sp 
No. 11.—Broda Camal a afi ez : : 2% ‘i 34 34 
Total payments made to me at Quilimane .. iia ste ea “a 3764* 
Deduct expended at Quilimane .. gi ny as Ee ae 51 
Total is ae or ag os bit ws 6 325} 





* 51 dollars have to be subtracted from this sum on account of expenses which I incurred: the remaining 
325 dollars were carried off by the English. 


Goods which I had wider my authority :— 
49 barrels of powder; 1 bag of garlic; 1 package of wax; 8 canes, called maxilas; 1 bale of goods. 


(C.) 
Schedule of the dhow “ Flor de MoZambique,” of the cargo belonging vicreto, and of the specie and 
property belonging to the master, Abduremane Ibraim Manga, and the specie belonging to certain of the crew 


of the said dhow, viz : 
(These items appear in the Registrar's Report.) 


(D.) 
(Translation.) 
Srarement of List of Clothes. 


Dollars. 
1 haick of cloth, embroidered with gold, made at Zanzibar a6 “5 .s 18 
5 ditto of another quality . We 56 ae “s és ais 11 
1 cofio (head-dress) embroidered... aia ae oe ar x 6 
5 pair good trousers “8 iim a oe ee “ ae 10 
5 silk handkerchiefs, at 1 dollar... sa a ae ee ‘ 5 
Total or oe se os oe os ws 50 





Dhow “ Flor de MoSambique,” Abduremane Ibraim Manga, master. Appeared personally, the above- 
named Abduremane Ibraim Manga, and made oath that in the claim heretofore made by him in this case, he 
inadvertently omitted to include the following items for goods on board, and for freight on part of the said goods, 
and which he wow claims, that is to say. (These items appear in the Registrar's Report.) 

And this deponent saith the goods above mentioned were on board the said dhow at the time when she was 
captured by the “ Lyra,” and that no part thereof has been restored to this deponent, or to any person having any 
intetest therein, and that the freight herein charged was justly due at the time of the said capture, and by reason 
of the said capture the same cannot be recovered. 


(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA, 


On this 30th day of September, 1858, the said Abduremane Ibraim was duly sworn to the truth of this 


affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) F. T. Vatpez, His Most Faithful Majesty's Arbitrator. 





Dhow “ Flor de MuZambique,” Abduremane Ibraim Manga, master. 


Appeared personally, the above-named Abduremane Ibraim Manga, and made oath that, in addition to the 
articles set forth in the foregoing affidavit made by him, he had on board the above-named dhow, at the time she 
was captured by the “ Lyra,”.and which were greatly damaged, and some of the articles belonging to them 
taken away by the captors, so that the same cannot be used, that is to say. (These items appear in the Registrar's 


Report. 
sane (Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


On this Sth day of October, 1858, the said Abduremane Ibraim Manga was duly sworn to the truth of this 


affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) At. Duprat. 
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In the Court of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission. 
Dhow “ Flor de MoZambique,”’ Abduremane Ibraim Manga, master, 


The Undersigned, Abduremane Ibraim Manga, the above-named master, acting for himself and the contra- 
mestre and cook of the above dhow, which has been captured and destroyed by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer 
“Lyra,” is desirous to state to the Honourable the Commissioners of the above Court, that he and his said 
companions are desirous to proceed to Mozambique by the Hamburgh ship ~ Zanzibar,” which will sail to that 
place in about a fortnight. 

The Undersigned respectfully submits that should he and his said companions be detained here until the 
arrival of the “ Lyra,” they will sustain great loss and damage, inasmuch as they will be prevented from pursuing 
their business, and will incur great expense, as they have been and are, by living in a boarding-house at 
Cape Town. 

It is not the fault of the Undersigned and his companions that only one person (Lieutenant Harris) was 
brought from the “ Lyra” to prosecute the case against them, in which, had the captors succeeded, the Undersigned 
and his companions would have been disgraced, and brought to ruin and poverty. On the contrary, it was the 
fault of the captors, whose duty it was, according to the spirit of the Treaty, to have sent to this place such 
witnesses as were necessary to give to this Honourable Court every information requisite to enable them to decide 
every matter connected with the case. 

With regard to the subject upon which this Honourable Court wishes for further information, viz., the money 
which has been taken from the Undersigned and those under his command, the Undersigned submits that his 
evidence is worthy of being relied on by the Court. On the contrary, the conduct of the captors has been such 
as to render them liable to suspicion. The fact that money has been taken from the Undersigned (and this is 
admitted), no part of which has been delivered, as it ought to have been, under the Treaty, the captors, therefore, 
cannot complain if the matter be decided in their absence. This matter was not brought to the knowledge of the 
Court, as it ought to have been, but was kept secret until reference was made to it by the claim which was made 
by the Undersigned, in due course ; and the statement then made by him was supported by the books and documents 
which had been produced to the Court. The Undersigned, so far from making claim to things which he was 
not entitled to do, has omitted to charge for articles which were taken from him by the captors; for instance, au 
umbrella, four pairs of American shoes, an inkstand belonging to the Undersiyned, boxes, two beds, sheets, &e., 
belonging to the crew. Finally, the Undersigned considers it his duty, as the only representative of his crew, to 
call attention to the fact that the eighteen persons belonging to the dhow, who ought to have been brought here, 
and who were sent off to the Bazaruto Islands, were all unacquainted with the Channel; and at the time when 
they were sent off the weather was very stormy, and as the «Lyra sailed immediately, and they were put into 
an old canoe belonging to the dhow, he was unable to ascertain whether they really reached the land, or whether 
they perished in the sea. 

Being anxious about the fate of these, his unfortunate companions, he used his best endeavours to give infor- 
mation of these facts upon: his arrival in Cape Town, to His Most Faithful Majesty's Government; and he now 
brings the matter to the notice of the Honourable the Commissioners, that they (and more especially the Portuguese 
Commissioner) may give information thereof to their respective Governments, so that the fate of these individuals 
may be known, and relief, if necessary, afforded to them. 

(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 

Cape Town, October 11, 1858. 


October 13, 1858. 

Abduremane Ibraim being sworn and examined, made answer to the following questions :— 

1. Q. What amount of dollars had you in your possession when the dhow was taken ?—A. I had in my 
possession, when the dhow was boarded, 325 dollars. 

2. Q. Where were they ?-—A. All were in my box, in my private cabin. 

3, Q. What became of them ?—A. The lieutenant came on board with the prize crew. His name was 
John Lily White (as well as the Commissioners could make out the tame mentioned). He had on a sword and 
one stripe of lace on his sleeves. He took all the keys. When they ordered tea, I got the keys to get out the 
tea and sugar and gave them back again. 

4. Q. What time was this ?—A. It was 11 o’clock when 1 gave the keys. 

5. Q. Where were you 2—A. I was on the poop. ‘The cook was with me. All the others of my crew had 
been taken to the * Lyra.” 

6. Q. What did the prize crew do?—A. They all went down, except one man at the helm, and two sentries 
at the door of the poop. I tried to accompany them, but was prevented. 

7. Q. What followed ?—A. They remained searching the cabin for about two hours; but when a boat came 
alongside from the * Lyra,” the helmsman gave notice, and they came up to speak to the people in the boat. 

8. Q. When did you first miss vour property ?—A. I remained on the poop till 4 a.m., when I was allowed 
to go down. When I got to my private cubin I missed my watch, coverlids, and sheets. I asked for the keys, 
but found that my box was broken open; and I missed 250 dollars, which I had placed in a little bag on the top 
of my clothes. I found 75 dollars which were under the clothes, and‘tied them round my waist in a handkerchief. 

9. Q. In what coin was the money ?—A. Doubloons, ounces. half doubloons, and dollars. 

10. Q. What time was this ?—A. It was then daybreak. The prize crew then killed fowls and a goat, and 
began to eat. ‘They had broken open all the boxes of the men, and had taken away the best of the things they 
found ; and the money, from some 5, 20, 25, and even 40 dollars. This money was in part sums entrusted to the 
crew, for persons at Mozambique, by their friends at Quilimane. 

11. Q, Could you point out the persons who took the property ?—A. I cannot identify the person who took 
the goods from my private cabin, nor from the men’s boxes, which were all in the general cabin; but I heard the 
voxes broken and the chink of the money. 

12. Q. What became of the property ?—A. Each of the prize crew had a bundle of the things taken. They 
sent them on board the “ Lyra,” some the sanie night, and others in the morning. The boats came five or six 
times. The second day, at 2 p.s., the dhow was brought alongside the * Lyra,” and the cargo was moved. Some 
of the prize crew put their bundles on board the “ Lyra” then; some openly and some secretly, all forwards. 

13. Q. When were you removed to the ‘ Lyra ?’—A. In the evening I was taken on board the “ Lyra.” 
The prize crew remained on board one day and-a-half, while the dhow was in tow. 

14. Q. Were you searched ?—A. Iwas not searched. I had already given the 75 dollars to the cook, who 
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was with me in my private cabin when I went down and found the box broken open. They were heavy, and I 
wished the cook to secrete them. 

15. Q. Were the men of your crew searched ?—A. My crew were searched on board the “ Lyra,” two days 
after the dhow was burned, in the forenoon. 

16. Q. Who were present ?—A. Commander Oldfield, the officers of the “Lyra,” the Consul, and two 
ladies, were present. 

17. Q. How was the search conducted ?—A. My men were formed in a line, and taken one by one behind a 
sail, which was put up as a screen, because the two ladies were there. There each man was stripped naked and 
searched. I could see that this was done from where I was. The search was made by the petty officers (“ officifies 
de proa”), four in number. When they found money they brought it to Commander Oldfield, who gave it to the 
lady, who took it and put it into a handkerchief on a chair by her side. One of my men had 15 English 
sovereigns, one of which was sent back to him as a present, by Commander Oldfield. 

18. Q. Were any of your men illused ?—A. The crew were not illused. 

19. Q. When was your money taken from the cook ?—A. The cook was the last searched. He was below 
cooking. He was called up and taken behind the screen. The 75 dollars were taken from him, and one 
returned to him as a present. To those sailors who had only a few dollars, none were returned. 

20. Q. Was any money returned at: any other time to any of your crew ?—A. Eighteen of my men were 
again searched when they left in the boat for the Bazaruto Islands. No money was at that time given to 
any of them. : 

21. Q. At what time were they put into the boat ?—A. It was between 11 and 12. The horizon was dark, 
and the sea rough. The weather was bad, and the wind contrary. It was dangerous for them to go. They 
had biscuit and water, and five oars from Commander Oldfield. The islands were about ten miles off. The 
boat was leaky. When the dhow was burnt, the Lyra” went pass Angozha. Commander Oldfield asked, 
through the Consul, if they wished to land there. I answered, “ justas you like.” Then Commander Oldfield 
proposed to land them at Quilimane. Of this I approved, as the men had friends there; but Commander Oldfield 
changed his mind, and did not land them till they were off the Bazaruto Islands. The men went unwillingly. 
Those who went, and those who remained, were crying. The steamer only waited about five minutes. I could 


not see them land. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 





These questions and answers having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, through His Most Faithful 
Majesty's Commissioner, he declared the same to be correct, aud affixed his signature thereto. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, October 14, 1853. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprat. 





In answer to questions put by Hull, for the captors, Abduremane stated :— 
That the quadrant produced was in a good condition when his vessel was taken; and the case of mathe- 
matical instruments was complete. That his instruments were in his private cabin, and were taken by the prize 


crew when the dhow’s cargo was taken out. 
(Signed) ABDUREMANE IBRAIM MANGA. 


This deposition having been read over to Abduremane Ibraim, through His Most Faithful Majesty's 
Commissioner, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his signature thereto. 


October 15, 1858. ; 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere: 
Av. Duprat. 





Ali Ben Amory, Contra-Mestre, being examined upon certain questions put by the Commissioners, 
auswered as follows :-— , ; 

When the vessel was taken, I had 35 dollars (1 gold piece, the rest dollars) in a handkerchief round m 
body, with six rings. The English boatswain took the money and rings away, and gave them to the Englis 
captain. They gave me back the three rings I now have. ue es 3 ’ ng 

The captain gave the money to the lady. I could not see what the lady did with it. She put it into the 
handkerchief on a chair close by her. The captain I speak of is the Englishman. I was taken on board the 
“Lyra” the first night. The English sailors knocked the things about. : ; 

The boats went to and fro between the vessels, and brought things constantly to the “ hegre The things 
were thrown below. I saw the eighteen men leave the “Lyra” for the Bazaruto Islands. ey had nothing 
with them but a bucket of water, and a bucket of biscuit. 5 

The boat had been a good boat, but was injured when it was put down. Every man of the crew had his 


chest. I had a chest. ; 
When the two vessels were alongside, I could see that the Englishmen were breaking the boxes. Some 


were brought on board the “ Lyra ;” I do not know how many. : 

When the eighteen men went away for the Bazaruto Islands, the English only gave them five oars; and the 
weather was so bad, and the sea so high, that they were all very sorry. Land was so far off that I could not 
see the flag-staff. The men wanted to be put ashore somewhere nearer the land, but the Englishman said, 
“Go away.’ \ teens * : 

Q. Io you think the eighteen men landed safely ?—A. God is great; it is impossible to say if they were 
fortunate or not. 

1 know the instruments. 
times one (the quadrant), sometimes the other (qua' 
The captain. used them every day. 


They were the captain's. They were in his cabin. The captain used some-: 
drant sextant). The small case was full of instruments. 
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The captain had a telescope and a watch. It was a gold one (shown gold and silver; repeats “ gold”). 
Q. Was it white or yellow?—A. Yellow. 
The captain wore it in a vest pocket. When the English came on board it was in the cabin. 1 don’t know 
what became of it. 
(Signed) ALI BEN AMORY. 


This deposition having been read over to Ali-Ben Amory, through Abduremane, he declared the same to 
be correct, and affixed his signature thereto, in Arabic. 


October 15, 1858. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. FRERE. 
At. Duprat. 


Ban, the cook, being sworn and examined on special questions put by the Court, through Maja, interpreter, 
answered :— 

I recollect the night the dhow was taken. After the crew went on board the “Lyra,” I was left on the 
poop, I and the captain. We remained up till the first cock, and then went into the cabin, which was full 
of the Englishmen. I went with the captain into his cabin. The captain asked the English for his keys 
that he might get some clothes, as he was cold. He opened the box with the keys, but it was open. He took 
out money, which he put round his waist. He shut the box, and returned the keys to the Englishman, a lieutenant. 
I saw the box. When the captain opened the box, it was whole. It was very dark; there was no candle. 
He cou!d not see if it was whole or broken. 

When the English captain went away to his ship, there remained a number of his men who smashed the boxes. 
I saw the captain’s watch in the cabin. He always had it until the English came; it was silver. The money 
which the captain took out was at the top, above the clothes. It was underneath, in a bag. There was a good 
quantity. Ido not know how much; it was underneath. The money my captain took was on the top of the 
clothes; it was underneath. I suppose that the English took moncy, because I know that there was money in the 
chests, and the chests were broken open. I had seen both the sums of money in the chest. The captain gave 
me the money he had put round his own waist, saying, it is heavy ; and said, keep this; if we lose everything 
else, we shall have this to buy food. Before we saw the Bazaruto Islands, the English took it from me. I do 
not know the amount. The English gave me | dollar back. 

Re-examined :—The mouey in the bag was on the top of the clothes. The money my Captain Ibraim took 
and put round his waist was under the clothes. When the captain opened the chest in the early morning, I did 
not see the bag at the top of the clothes. 

Q. When did you last see the bag ?—A. The day the English took us the money was gone. I saw the bag 
the day before. 

Re-examined :—When we went down at the first cock, the bag was gone from the top. 

(Signed) BAN, *% his mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Ban, through Abduremane, he declared the same to be correct 
(as now corrected ), and affixed his mark thereto. 
October 15, 1858. J 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar, 
Before us, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 
Au. Duprat. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 109. 
Award in the case of the Portuguese Dhow “Flor de Mogambique.” 


Court of Mixed British end Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, December 21, 1858. 


Before George Frere, Esq ,.and the Chevalier Duprat. 


Present: 
F. R. Surtees, Esq. (Acting for Registrar). 


THE amended Report of the Acting Registrar, in this case, having been brought up and read on the 
20th instant, 

The Court now confirms the same, that is to say, so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion 
that the claimant was entitled to, for the ship, her tackle, and equipment, and stores, 5491. 8y. sterling ; so much 
therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for all freights due and 
payable, 72. 13s. sterling; so much therein as the .\cting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was 
entitled to, for value of the cargo and merchandize, 304/, 1s. 6d, sterling ; so much therein as the Acting Registrar 
stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for the value of cash, instruments, and clothing, 98/. 8s. 6d. 
sterling; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for the 
expenses of lodging after sentence, and passage back to Mozambique, rendered necessary by the vessel having 
been destroyed, 34/. 88. sterling; making together the sum of 993/. 19y. sterling. 

The Court, therefore, doth award and decree that Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esq:, Commander of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” the captor in the case, do pay to the said claimant, Abduremane Ibraim, or his lawful 
attorney or attorneys, for his use absolutely, the sum of 993/. 19s. sterling. But that this award shall not be 
delivered to the said claimant, or his attorney or attorneys, until he shall have satisfied the Court for all the costs 


and expenses of bringing the said vessel to adjudication. : 
(Signed) F. R. SURTEES (for Registrar). 
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“ Inclosure'7' in No. 109. 
Certificate. 
ne I HEREBY certify that, on the 6th day of January, 1859, I received from J.D. Thomson, Esq., His 
Most Faithful Majesty's Consal in this city, by the hands of the Marshal of this Mixed Commission, the sum of 
oe 192. 7d. sterling, being the amount of the taxed costs in the case of the Portuguese dhow “Flor de 


(Signed WM. TASKER SMITH, Acti: Registra ; 
Mired Commission, Cape Town, January rt ial i 








No. 110. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 18, 1859. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 17 of the 23rd of November, 1858, 
reporting that Mr. Robert Knox had been sworn in as Registrar of this Mixed 
Commission, it is our painful duty to inform your Lordship that the state of that 

ntleman’s health, since his arrival, has been such as to render it impossible for 
im to fulfil the duties of his office. 

By a great effort, and against the advice of his medical men, he attended the 
sitings of the Court on the 7th, 8th, 10th, and 11th December, 1858; but since that 
last date he has continued too ill to be able to act, and is now out of town in a 
very precarious state of health, from disease of the liver. 

Under these circumstances, with the consent of our Portuguese colleagues, we 
have arranged for the Clerk to the British Commissioners, Cr. William Tasker 
Smith, to resume the duties of Acting Registrar, which he has before filled to the 
satisfaction of Her Majesty's Government ; and our being thus partially deprived 
of his services must be also our apology to your Lordship for not forwarding, by 
this mail, our Reports of the cases recently decided, the papers of which copies are 
required being rather voluminous. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 111. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received February 28.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, . Cape Town, January 22, 1859. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Return of the cases 
' adjudicated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the half- 
year ending on the 3lst December, 1858. 
; We have, &c. 


- (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure in No. 111. 


Rervan of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Mixed British and Portuguese Court of Commission at the Cape of Good Hope, during tae 
half-year ending December 31, 1858. 











Date of Sentence. 
Number died be- 
fore adjudication, 
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Cape Town, January 22, 1859. : i GEO. FRERE. 
or 4 = suite FREDERIC R. SURTEES.” 
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No. 112. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received March 29.) 
No. 3.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, January 22, 1859. 


WE have the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship a Report of the 
judicial proceedings of the Mixed Commission during the year 1858, and a list of 
the cases adjudicated during that year. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 
Report. 


1. “ Flor de MoSambique.” 

Portuguese dhow, detained May 20, 1858, in latitude 15° 50’ south, longitude 40° 22! east, by Her Majesty's 
ship ‘ Lyra,” Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, as the names and ages of four negroes on board as crew, and of six other negroes ou board as passengers, 
did not answer the description given of them by the papers. 

On the 20th of May all the persons on board the dhow, and a portion of her cargo, were removed to Her 
sg ship “Lyra; and the dhow was burned, as being unfit to make the voyage to the Cape of Good 

ope. 

On the 29th of May the capvor sent eighteen of the crew of the dhow ashore at the Bazaruto Islands, and 
forwarded the papers, with the master, Abduremane Ibraim, the mate, cook, and ten negroes, to the Cape of 
Good Hope, in charge of Lieutenant Harris as prize-master. 

The case was brought before the Mixed Commission on the 9th of August. From the papers filed, and the 
evidence, it was shown that the vessel was the property of a Portuguese subject residing at Mozambique, named . 
Mamade Bini Amadi Amissi, and that she had been regularly employed in the coasting trade since ler construc- 
tion in 1856. That when taken she was on her return voyage to Mozambique, with a legal cargo from Quili- 
mane. That of the ten negroes suspected to be slaves, six were prisoners embarked for passage to Mozambique 
by order of the Governor of Quilimane, and four were boys shipped at that place, to make up the number of the 
crew to twenty-five, for which the captain was responsible at Mozambique. 

The Commissioners pronounced a Decree on the 2nd of September, ordering that the vessel and her cargo, 
or their value, should be restored to the claimant; but that the costs of bringing the vessel to adjudication should 
be paid by the claimant, inasmuch as the captor had been led into error by the irregular manner in which the four 
boys had been shipped as sailors at Quilimane. 

2. “ Fatte Mabruque,” alias “ Einalada.” 

Portuguese launch, detained on the 16th August, 1858, in latitude 17° 20! south, longitude 39° 30’ east, off 
Caldeiro Point, by a boat of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander, on 
suspicion of being engaged in Slave ‘Trade, the grounds of which suspicions were, that the master gave the name 
of the vessel as ** Emalada,” whereas the papers he produced were those of a vessel named the “ Fatte Mabruque ;” 
that she had on board a large quantity of provisions and water, three large iron pots, eleven large earthenware 
mess-kids, and a large quantity of coarse mats. 

* The vessel on the 26th of August broke adrift during a gale of wind, and went ashore on the bar of the 
Angoza river, and was totally lost, with her cargo. Her crew of eight men had been previously removed to Her 
Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” At Mozambique three of the crew ran away from Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” The 
other four, with the master, Amade, were brought, with the papers, to the Cape of Good Hope by Commander 
Oldfield; and on the 6th of December proceedings were commenced against the vessel before the Mixed 
Commission. 

The papers filed and the evidence showed that the vessel was the “ Fatte Mabruque,” of 28 tons Portuguese, 
the property of Ibraimo Cacimo, of Mozambique, chartered by Laquimidas Quetecy for a voyage to Madagascar, 
with a small cargo, to bring back a cargo of cowries and rice ; that when two days out from Mozambique, which 
she left’on the 11th or 12th of August, she met with contrary winds and currents, which carried her out of her 
course, and that when detained on the 16th she was on her way to Mozambique again. 

The articles of equipment alleged to have been on board by the captors were none of them produced, nor 
was any accurate account or measurement provided to enable the Court to decide whether their presence 
amounted to an infraction of the Treaty, which was denied by the claimant and his witnesses; and the Commis- 
sioners therefore decided that the allegations as to provisions, water, and mats, were not proven. 

One other article-of equipment was mentioned in the evidence of the master himself, namely, planks, with 
which he intended to have made a second deck for the cargo to be taken in at Madagascar ; but he and another 
witness both denied that this deck could have been used as a slave-deck ; and in the absence of all proof to the 
contrary, the Commissioners were of opinion that the presence of these planks could not be considered an infrac- 
tion of the Treaty, and accordingly on the 23rd of December decreed that the vessel aud her cargo, or their value, 
should be restored to the claimant, and that the captor should pay the costs and damages. 

3. “ Esperanga.” 

Portuguese schooner, detained on the 6th of September, 1858, in latitude 16° 18’ south, longitude 39° 55’ 
east, by Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” Rodolpkus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander, cn suspicion of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The grounds of detention were, her having on board six negro servants of passengers, some of whom 
disowned their masters, without proper passports ; a larger quantity of water than necessary, some 1,200 to 1,500 
gallons; a double cooking range ; matting and cargo so stowed as to allow of slaves being shipped. ‘ 

This vessel and her cargo were left by the captor in the hands of the Governor-General of Mozambique, 
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and her master, Hussein, with his mate, and one of the negro boys, who declined to go on shore, were brought 
with the ship’s papers, to the Cape of Good Hope, where proceedings were commenced against the vessel before 
the Mixed Commission on the 10th of December. 

The papers filed and the evidence proved that the “ ae al of 39 tons, was the property of Ismael 
Mahomed, resident at Mozambique, where she was built in 1856: that at the time of capture de was proceeding 
to Mozambique with a legal cargo shipped at Sofala, and three passengers, who had with them six negro servants, 
all duly entered on the passports of their masters. 

The case was so clearly in favour of the claimant that the Court inquired if the captors intended to proceed 
with it, when the proctor proposed to abandon the prosecution if the claim for costs and damages were given 
up. To this proposition the claimant would not accede, and the case therefore proceeded. 

The only point upon which the captors relied to justify the seizure was the presence on board of a greater 
number of water-casks than requisite for the vessel as a merchant-vessel. In support of this plea they produced 
the evidence of witnesses as to the size of the casks and their number, but not the casks themselves, or any 
accurate measurement or survey thereof. 

On the other hand, the papers showed what casks were on board, and their capacity according to an official 
Table, namely, three pipes, two quarter-casks, and four barrels, as water-casks, capable of containing 610 gallons ; 
and as cargo, five empty barrels, and four empty barrels, capable of containing 270 gallons more, which last 
thé Commissioners were of opinion did not constitute an extraordinary number of casks, for which bond should 
have been given in the terms of the a Article. 

The Court, therefore, on the 28th of December, decreed the restoration of the vessel, with costs, damages, 
and expenses, to be paid by the captor. 4 

(Signed) FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 


List of Cases Adjudicated by the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, established at the Cape of Good Hope, under the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, 
for the Suppression of Traffic in Slaves, from January 1 to mber 31, 1858. 















Portuguese .| Abduremane Ibraim .| Mamad Bini Amadi Amissi 





Flor de Mocambique . 





Amade Bini Amissi_ .| Ibraimo Cacimo 





Mamad Ali Ussini ..| Ismael Amed Faquir .. 


Cape Town, J 29, 1859. (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
alain ind . FREDERIC KR. SURTEES. 
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No. 113. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 22, 1859. 


WITH reference to instructions given to us to transmit to the Foreign Office, 
at the end of each year, a certified copy of the Register of slaves emancipated by 
sentence of this Mixed Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship 
that no vessel with slaves on board has been brought before us during the year 
ending the 31st December, 1858. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 114. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.) 


(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 23, 1859. 

WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship our Report as to the state of 
the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa during the year 1858. 

The greater number of the slaves exported during that year were, as we learn, 
for the supply of the agents employed to collect “engagés” for the French Govern- 
ment, who are said to have secured about 3,000 during the year 1858, in addition 
to the 5,000 taken off in 1857. 

The slaves are first taken to depdts in St. Augustine’s Bay and Boyanna Bay, 
on the West Coast of Madagascar, from all parts of the East Coast of Africa, 
but principally from Quilloa and Ibo, during the north-east monsoon, and from 
San Antonio and Quizungo during the south-west monsoon. This Trade is 
chiefly carried on in dhows, conveying from 30 to 140 slaves each, and we are 
informed there can be no 3 cl for styling this portion of the operation at least 
a voluntary emigration. While upon this subject, we may state that papers recently 
received from the Mauritius report that the mortality among the African immigrants 
to Réunion during the voyage, and on board while lying at the anchorage of 
St. Denis, is very great from small-pox and dysentery, and that one vessel, the 
“Sidonie,” of 249 tons, landed only 70 negroes out of 300 received on board. 

Of the Slave Trade for the supply of Cuba we hear but little. Two large 
vessels are said to have obtained cargoes at Inhambane, and two others at Ibo, in 
the early part of the year 1858, but of these cases we have no further particulars. 
We have heard othe which leads us to suspect that any slaves have been 
exported to the Brazils. 

No cases have been brought before the Court of Vice-Admiralty during the year 
1858, but nine of the class of vessels called dhows were captured by Her Maiesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Lyra,” Commander Oldfield, which will be proceeded against in that 
Court as entitled to no nationality. 

We shall have the honour to report the progress of these cases to your Lordship 
as they are decided. We have learned that our Portuguese colleagues intend to 
object to the jurisdiction of the Court of Vice-Admiralty in those cases in which 
the vessels were captured in the River Angoxa. 

e have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 115. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 24, 1859. 

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship our Report of the case of 
the Portuguese launch “ Fatte Mabruque” (alias “ Emalada”), Amade Bini Amissi, 
master, restored with costs and damages, by decree of this Court of Mixed Commis- 
sion, on the 23rd of December last. 

The papers and evidence which accompany our Report will inform your Lord- 
ship that this vessel, of the burthen of 28 tons Portuguese, was the property of 
Ibraimo Cassimo Bey, spoken of in some of the papers as [braim Cassim Ismalgy, 
and Ibraimo Cassim, a Portuguese subject, resident at Mozambique. She was 
chartered by Laquimidas Quetecy, also called Kalamadas, who dispatched her 
with a small cargo, valued only at 153 dollars, for Madagascar, with Amada as 
master, and a crew of eight men, for a return cargo of cowries and rice. 

She left Mozambique on the 11th of August, and according to the statement of 
her master and crew, after two days met with contrary winds, which, with the 
current, drove her down the coast to the southward, out of her course, to that part 
of the coast of Madagascar for which she was destined: the exact position of this 
the master was unable to point out, being ignorant of the use of a chart; but he 
described it as towards the north on the west coast of Madagascar, which he spoke 
of by the name generally used by the Arabs, Boquin or Boquir. 

In the morning of the 16th of August the vessel was detained by Mr. W. 
Mc Conachy, master’s-assistant of Hler Majesty’s ship ‘“ Lyra,” in the whale-boat 
of that ship, off Caldeira Point, in latitude 17° 20’ south, longitude 39° 30’ east. 

Mr. MeConachy, who could only communicate with the master by signs, 
understood that the master stated that her name was ‘“ Hmalada,” and as this did 
not agree with her papers, and as she had what he thought a suspicious quantity 
of farinha, cooking-pots, and mats on board, he considered it his duty to detain her 
for the decision of his commanding officer. 

Mr. Mc Conachy and the detained vessel rejoined Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
off the Angoxa river, some fifty miles to the northward, in the afternoon of the 
2ist of August, when her crew were at once removed to ter Majesty’s ship 
“Lyra,” as stated in Commander Oldfield’s certificate, “ prior to her bein 
destroyed, the vessel on survey being found unseaworthy.” She was also examined, 
but not thoroughly, on that evening by Commander Oldfield, and again on the 
22nd, but that day being Sunday, only rough notes of what was on board were . 
made, and nothing further was done to verify the suspicions entertained, because, 
as explained by the captor, all available boats and men of Her Majesty’s ship 
were otherwise engaged, in consequence of disturbances, attended with loss of life, 
up the Angoxa. On the 26th of August the vessel broke adrift, during a brisk 
gale, and, with her cargo, was totally lost on the bar. 

On the 30th of August, Commander Oldfield drew up five certificates as to the 
capture, the grounds of which are, that her name, as given by the master to him 
and to the buarding-officer, was “‘ Hmalada,’ and that the papers she possessed 
were therefore those of another vessel; that of her crew, only five answered to the 
names on the muster-roll; and that of the other three, one, if not all. were slaves ; 
and that she had on board a large quantity of matting, farinha, calavances, and 
Indian corn. 

The communication between Commander Oldfield and the master, which 
resulted in a conviction on the part of the captors that the master gave the name 
of the vessel as “ Emalada,” was effected through double interpretation, one of the 
crew of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” named Coelho, speaking Portuguese to a 
person whom he describes as “ Antonio, second in command of the detained vessel,” 
who, in his turn, interpreted to the master. 

The witness Coelho, when examined by the Court, swore positively to the fact 
that Antonio told him that the master gave the name of the vessel as ‘“ Emalada,” 
and the captor and two of his officers also swore that they heard the word 
« Emalada” used by the master in speaking to the interpreter; but Antonio, 
whoever he may have been (for no such name appears on the muster-roll), or on 
the list of the-crew given by the captor’s declaration, was allowed by the captor 
to go on shore at Mozambique upon parole, and never returned to the “ Lyra.” 
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His absence rendered the evidence on which the captors depended to prove 
that the master gave the name of his vessel as ““ Emalada”’ not to be relied upon, 
as being merely hearsay; while the master himself, when examined by the Court, 
without having had an opportunity of referring to the papers, and before even he 
had advised with any one as to his case, gave the name of the vessel as “ Fatte 
Mabruque,” and the name of her owner correctly according to the papers. 

It may also be observed, as a point of much importance, that the master of 
the dhow, who could not read, repeated in Court the names of his crew, and that 
these were the names written on the muster-roll, that the men of the crew brought 
down by Commander Oldfield answered to their names as written on the muster- 
roll, and that that document, which bore no signs of alteration or erasure, was the 
muster-roll of the vessel “ Fatte Mabruque,” plainly and legibly. This evidence 
of the master and of the papers left no doubt on the mind of either of the Commis- 
sioners, that the captor and his officers were mistaken in their assertion that the 
master had called the vessel “‘ Emalada.” 

A circumstance arose, however, during the examinations on this point which 
appeared difficult of solution. The mate, or boatswain, Munumbie, deposed that 
he did not know the vessel’s name, and the three other sailors who had been 
brought down by the captor as supposed to be slaves, all declared that the vessel’s 
name was “ Namerara;” but looking to the low state of intelligence of the 
witnesses, the Court considered it could not allow this fact, however strange, to 
outweigh the direct and unmistakeable evidence of the master, supported as it was 
by the papers; an opinion whose justness has been confirmed by inquiries which 
we had subsequently an opportunity of making, from which it results that the 
Arabs of Mozambique have their own names for both vessels and places, and that 
there is nothing extraordinary in their knowing the vessel by a name different from 
that in which she was registered and documented by the Portuguese authorities. 

Having come to the conclusion that the vessel was the ‘ Matte Mabruque,” 
bound from Mozambique to Madagascar, the question arose, was she out of her 
course ? 

She left Mozambique, as before stated, on the 11th of August, for some place 
on the west coast of Madagascar, rather to the northward of the latitude of Mozam- 
bique, about 15° south. The master and men of the crew deposed, that after two 
days of fair weather, that is, on the 13th or 14th, she encountered strong winds and 
current, which drove her to the southward for three days, after which she shaped 
her course for Mozambique again. Point Caldeira, off which she was taken, is in 
about 17° south latitude; and to refute the statement of the master, the captors 
adduced an account taken from the official log of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Lyra,” of 
the winds met with by that ship while cruizing between Angoxa and the Comoro 
Islands, in about latitude 12° south, and by her whale-boat while cruizing between 
Angoxa and the Tijungo river, about sixty miles to the southward of Angoxa. But 
these papers, as far as the direction of the current and of the winds is concerned, 
rather tend to confirm the master’s statement ; for they show that the current was 
to the southward, and that on the 13th of August the wind shifted from south- 
south-east to north, and continued so on the 14th and 15th, becoming southerly again 
on the 16th. 

With regard to the force of the winds also, these papers show that although 
on board tie “Lyra” no “gales” were experienced during these days, yet the 
whale-boat met with “ moderate squalls, not lasting ten minutes,” on the 15th; 
and the Marshal, who has had personal experience, informed the Court that in the 
Mozambique Channel the weather was so variable that the records kept on board 
the “ Lyra” and her whale-boat afforded no certain ground for deciding that the 
“ Fatte Mabruque”’ had not been driven out of her course as described by the 
master. 

With regard to the alleged equipments, the evidence produced by the captors 
was most unsatisfactory. Owing, perhaps, to the pressure of affairs in the Angoxa 
river, nothing was properly examined, or secured for production before the 
Court, which, granting that the vessel herself was unfit to make the voyage round, 
it was clearly the duty of the captor to provide for. The boat which took the crew 
of the detained vessel to Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” might easily have brought off, 
for instance, the bundles of mats which were alleged to have been on board in 
excessive quantity, a fact which a survey in Cape Town could have at once set 
at rest. 

As in the case of the “ Flur de Mozambique,” Commander Oldfield yea 
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to cause all the persons taken on board to be brought to the port of adjudication, 
selecting only those men who, from their supposed condition of slaves, were likely 
to conduce to the condemnation of the vessel, to accompany the master and the 
boatswain. Alli intention, however, of slave-trading, as to the equipments, was 
consistently contradicted by the claimant’s witnesses, so that the evidence was 
most conflicting, while the Court was without the means before it of striking a 
balance by a survey taken by impartial witnesses, and therefore declined to pro- 
nounce the presence of illegal equipments proven. 

There then remained but one indication of illegal employment for considera- 
tion, namely, the presence of certain planks which had been unknown to the 
captors, and the existence of which was first notified by the master himself, when 
he was examined on the standing interrogatories. They were described by the 
master as intended “to form a second deck on leaving Boquir” for the cargo to be 
shipped there, and by the crew as to be used in stowing the said cargo, It may 
serve to show how much caution was necessary in receiving the evidence of the 
captor on these points, if we remark that Commander Oldfield, who had never seen 
these planks, or knew of their existence except from the evidence of the master, 
ventured to swear that they were fitted for making a slave-deck. This, however, 
was denied by the master and others of the crew, and the Commissioners being of 
opinion that there was no proof before the Court that the planks in question could 
have formed a deck capable of carrying slaves, decreed the restoration of the 
vessel, with costs and damages. 

Mr. Surtees is desirous to state to your Lordship that had he been elected to 
arbitrate upon this point, he would not have allowed costs or damages. The 
presence of planks on board, as proved by impartial witness, namely, the claimants 
themselves, he considered primd facie evidence of slave-trading under Article 1X of 
the Treaty, but that the identity of the vessel as the “ Fatte Mabruque,” and her 
innocent intentions, were established by her papers, as far as could be established 
by them. Had the Court been enabled to have a survey it might have been proved 
that the planks were not needed (necessarias’), and in that case condemnation 
should have ensued. But, on the other hand, the master having given up his 
vessel for survey, as well as other purposes, to the captors, and being in no way 
responsible for its loss. was entitled to have it assumed that a survey in Table Bay 
would have resulted in his favour. 

The planks which were on board were described by the master as intended for 
a deck, and “enough for a deck,” though whether it would suffice for slaves he 
could not say, never having had a deck laid for slaves. Mr. Surtees holds that in 
this case the deck that would have sufficed for one purpose would have sufficed for 
another, and with the mats on board would have answered for slaves so far as to 
bring the vessel within Article X of the Treaty; it being borne in mind that the 
Parliamentary papers on Slave Trade record an instance of a vessel no larger than 
the “ Fatte Mabruque” having carried several hundred slaves. 

In reference to the preceding paragraph, Mr. Frere begs to observe that the 
only person who had seen the plank and gave evidence that it was for a second 
deck, deposed, plainly and positively, that it could not be used as a slave-deck. 
The master, besides the statement alluded to by Mr. Surtees, that ‘he never had a 
deck laid for slaves, and therefore could not say whether the planks would make a 
slave-deck,” deposed that “the planks were to form a deck; no person could have 

ut slaves there.” And Jaducar, the sailor, who “knew there were planks on 
ard,” deposed, that ‘they could not put slaves on board if they made a deck of 
the planks; that slaves could not sit there.” 

Neither of these witnesses deposed that they had never seen a slave-deck, and 
did not know what such a deck is, but both spoke, to Mr. Frere’s mind, clearly 
enough that the sort of deck which could be constructed of these planks was not 
one with which it would be possible to carry slaves, and therefore not a “second 
or slave deck ” in the meaning of the Treaty; and it appeared to Mr. Frere that, if 
their evidence was to be considered good as to the presence of the planks, it must 
be of equal weight as to the use that could be made of these planks, in the absence 
of all but conjectural evidence to the contrary, and of all means of testing the 
accuracy of their statement by survey. 

' We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 115 


Report of the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Fatte Mabruque” (otherwise “ Emalada”). 


ON the 6th of December the following papers were brought in :— 

Affidavit of Mr. Charles William Me Conachy, Master's Assistant of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” setting 
forth that on the 16th of August, being second in command of Her Majesty's ship, he detained the vessel called 
the “ Emalada,” in latitude 17° 20’ south. and longitude 39° 30’ east; that four papers, annexed, which were 
given to him by the master, were the papers of a vessel called the * Fatte Mabruque,” and not the “ Emalada,” 
which was the name given by her master, Amade; that on the 21st of August, the crew of the “ Emalada” were 
removed to the “Lyra,” and men from the “ Lyra” put in to take charge of her; that on the 26th of August, 
while lying off Anzoxa, alongside the “ Lyra,” moored with her own two chains, she drove ashore in a north-east 
gale, and was wrecked with all the cargo on board; and that she had on board a large quantity of farinha, 3 large 
iron pots, sufficient to cook for 40 men, 11 large earthenware mess-kids, sufficient for 60 men, a large quantity of 
coarse mats, sufficient to cover the whole platform of the vessel when carrying slaves. 

The papers annexed were— 

Custom-house clearance of the shipment of 1 case with 105 empty bottles, by Laqnimidas Quetecy, on the 
7th August, 1858, from Mozambique to St. Lourengo (Wadagascar), on Loard the “ Falte Mabruque,” Amade, 
master. 

A similar clearance for 2 cases containing sundries. 

A muster-roll for the “ Matte Mabruque,” owner, Cassimo Ismalgy, bound for St. Lourengo, giving the 
names of Amade as master, and seven sailors, viz., Munumbe, Fome, Fara, Cacargy, Uacate, Jaducar, and Bacar ; 
dated August 7, 1858. 

A passport, dated Mozambique, November 27, 1857, for the * Fatte Mabruque,” of 28 tons, owner, Ibraimo 
Cassimo Bey; master, Hussene, both Portuguese subjects; vivé December 15, (1857) for Quisango, and 
August 10. 1858, for Madagascar, from Mozambique. 

And lastly, what Mr. MeConachy calls a charter-party, but which is the usual certificate that bond was 
passed at Mozambique on the 10th of August, 1858, by Laaiiniias Quetecy, in favour of the master Amad Bini 
Amissi, that the  Fatte Mubarca™ (so spelt), should not be employed in the Slave Trade. 

With these papers were annexed, three certificates and two declarations, signed by Commander Oldfield 
setting forth— 

p That he removed from the dhow “ Emalada” a crew of 8 men (or a crew of 5 and 3 slaves), on the 21st 
dav of August, off Mafomede Island, prior to her being destroyed, the vessel being unseaworthy, ill-rigged, and 
ill-fitted for a passage to the Cape of Good Hope; and that she went on shore on the night of the 25th. This is 
dated the 30th August. 

2. That the dhow “ Zmalada™ was seized on August 16th, off Caldeira Point, by the 27-foot whaler of Her 
Majesty's ship © Lyra; that three of the men, mustered by the captain as part crew by the false papers, were not 
conversant with their names, and are slaves. August 30, 1858. 

3. Declaring the seizure of the vessel, and that she had on board a crew of 8 persons, of whom 5 only 
answered to their names, and 2 of the remaining 3 answered the deseriptien of slaves; and that the cause of 
seizure was her havin: no papers—those shown by the captain being tho-e of anotber vessel; also a very large 
quantity of matting perfectly new, likewise rice, farinha, and Indian corn, August 30, 1858. 

4. Certifying that the * malada.” when seized, had 1 if not 3 slaves on board. 

5. Deelaring that the * Lmafada” was seized as above; that of her crew of 8 persons, 3 answer the descrip- 
tion of slaves; that the names of the crew are Amade, Munumbe, Fome, Said, Cacargy. Uacate, Jaducar, and 
Bacar; that the vessel was old and unscawvorthy ; the siate of the cargo good; cause of seizure, no papers ; only 
five of the crew answering to their names called from one of the false papers, and that of the three, * one is a slave, 
if not two, or all.” A very large quantity of matting on board, likewise farinha, calavances, and Indian corn. 
August 30, 1858, 

And lastly, a certificate, dated August 31, by Lieutenant Stephens and Janes Wilson, carpenter, that they had 
measured—* taken a strict and careful measurement of the schooner ‘ Emalada,’ and found her to be of certain 
dimensions, which gives the tonnage of 77$$ tons ;” and that the prize broke adrift on the night of the 25th 
Angust in a gale of wind, and was lost. 

On the 7th December, also, the Portuguese Commissioner presented to the Court certified copies of the 
register of the “ Matte Mabruque,” dated November 27, 1855, showing that she was built in August 18565, at 
Mozambique, by her proprietor [braimo Cassimo ; also of the muster-roll, bond, and Custom-house manifest ; these 
papers were granted to Laquimidas Quetecy, in answer to a petition dated September 13, 1858, setting forth that 
he had learned from some of the sailors of the Latte Wabruque,” which he had chartered, that the vessel had been 
abandoned by the officers of the “ Lyra,” and her cargo transshipped to that vessel. The sailors had been brought 
to Mozambique in Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

On the 6th of December, the Court decreed the usual monition to issue, returnable on the fourth day after 
service. 

On the 7th of December, the master, Amade Bini Amissi, was examined on the standing interrogatories :— 
He deposed that the name of his vessel was the “ Futte Mubruque ;" that he was appointed to the command by 
one Kalamadass, who hired the crew and gave him the paper-; that he left Mozambique for Boquin (Mada- 
gascar); that when half-way a storm overtook him, and he bore up for Angoxa, off wich he was captured; that 
there were planks on board to be used to make a deck when the vessel left Boquin—they were 2 feet wide, 3 inches 
thick, and about 25 feet long—there were enough to forma second deck. He denied the presence of articles of 
illegal equipment, in the shape of mess-kids, cooking utensils, or mats, and that he had stated the name of the 
vessel to be * Emalada,” a word which he had never used. That one of his erew named Cacargy, who ran at 
Mozambique, was the man who spoke with him to the English captain, but that he did not k.ow whether Cacargy 
mention-d the name “ Emalada” to the sailor who interpreted to Captain Oldfield. 

On the 8th December, Mr. MeConachy gave evidence as to the due fulfilment of all the forms required by 
the Treaty at the time of capture. | 

The boatswain, Munumbie, was examined, and deposed, that he did not know the vessel's name, but confirmed 
the master’s testimony, that she was bound for Madagascar, but was driven out of her course, and was taken off 
Angoxa, He gave the master’s name as Endassi. 

The master was examined on special interrogatories on behalf of the captors, and deposed that he was driven 
out of his course to Madagascar by storm, which came on two days after he left Mozambique, and lasted strong 
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for two days, and moderated on the third; that cowries are an article of trade from Madagascar ; that the planks 
were to be used for the cargo; that he never had a deck laid for slaves, and, therefore, cannot say whether the 
planks — make a slave-deck; that the planks on board were to form a deck; that no person could have put 
slaves there. 

Jaducar, the cook of the detained vessel, deposed that she was going to Madagascar, from which he had on 
former voyages (not in this vessel) brought cowries and rice; that the planks on board were to shelter the rice; 
that they could not put slaves on board if they had made a deck of the planks; that slaves could not sit there ; 
that all the negroes on board were free ; that the name of the vessel was “ Namarara ;" and that he did not know 
the name “ Fatte Mabruque,” but that the vessel in which he was captured is the one in which he sailed from 
Mozambique ; and that after leaving Mozambique, they met with a storm, and were captured. 

Uacate, a sailor, and Bacar, a sailor, belunging to the vessel, also deposed that her name was “ Namarara,” 
and that they did not know the name “ Fatte Mabruque.” 

Commander Oldfield also deposed to the circumstances which led him to conclude that the vessel's name, as 
given by the master, was “* Hmalada,” and that the man who interpreted between Commander Oldfield’s interpreter, 
Coelho, and the master, deserted at Mozambique. 

Coelho, one of the crew of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” who had interpreted to Commander Oldfield from 
Antonio, second in comm. nd on board the captured vessel, deposed that Antonio had answered to him that the 
captain told him the name was “ malada.” and that he heard the captain say “ Emalada ;” that the mau who inter- 

reted gave his name as Antonio as his Christian name, but answered to another, an Indian name, which he, 
Coelho, had forgotten. 

Mr. McConachy also deposed as to the circumstances which led him to understand that the master gave the 
vessel’s name as “* Zmalada,” both to himself and to Commander Oldfield. 

On the 10th of December, the proctor for the captors filed two affidavits made by Commander Oldfield, and 
jointly by Mr. McConachy, master's assistant. and Samuel Norman, captain's coxswain of Her Majesty's ship 
“Lyra,” setting forth the direction and state of the winds from the 10th to the 16th of August in the ports of the 
Mozambique Channel, when the deponents were respectively cruizing. These papers show that from the 10th to 
the 13th August the winds were south-west and south-east; on the 14th and 15th, north-west and north-east ; 
and on the 16th, south and south-east, and that no gales were blowing all the time. 

Commander Oldfield was also examined as to the equipments of the vessel, and swore that she had a large 
open hatch, 25 feet long, but no gratings ; spare plank, fitted for being laid down as a second or slave-deck ; a 
larger quantity ef water than necessary; 11 earthen jars, capable of containing food + no boiler, but 3 iron 
pots; a fire hearth, capable of cooking six such pots, and of being enlarged; a larger quantity of farinha than 
necessary, with beans, Indian corn, and rice. From 8 to 12 new mats, and 4 which had been used, sleeping mats, 
rolled up 2 or 3 in a bundle: 3 or 4 bundles. The bundles were placed between the cargo and the side of the 
ship. He admitted that he had not thoroughly examined the vessel, or made an inventory of what was on board, 
the prize having been brought to the * Lyra” at nearly sunset on the evening of the 2ist August, and the next 
day being Sunday, when no formal business could be done, and his time being otherwise occupied by affairs in the 
Angoxa river, until the 26th August, when the vessel was lost. 

Munumbie, the boatswain of the detained vessel, being re-examined by the Court, swore that there were no 
more mats on board than those used by the crew; and that in the daytime they were rolled up and placed at the 
side of the ship, or in any empty place; and that some of them were new mats. 

On the 11th December, the monition and warrant were brought in by the Marshal, certified to have been 
duly served. 

The proctor for the claimants prayed for time until the 14th, to enable him to present a claim, on the ground 
that double interpretation was necessary between him and his client, which was granted. 

Mr. McConachy was examined on special interrogatories, as to his search of the vessel, and deposed that he 
found a water tank, capable of holding a ton of water ; eleven large earthen jars, capable of holding food for forty 
men; a quantity of new matting, rolled up; a quantity of corn, maize, and farinha; but he admitted that he had not 
measured the tank, or unrolled or counted the mats, and that he did not see any planks on board. 

Jaducar also deposed that there were mats on board for sleeping, and some to put the rice on; just as many 
as would cover the floor. 

On the 14th December the claim for the vessel, as the “ Fatte Mabruque,” and her cargo, as owned respec- 
tively by Cassimo Ismalgy and Laquimidas Quetecy, was filed on behalf of the master, Amade, and publication of 


the evidence was decreed. 
The 18th of December was fixed for the hearing, but this was afterwards altered to the 21st on the application 


of the proctors on both sides. 

On the 21st December, accordingly, the Court heard the Attorney-General for the captors, and Mr. Advocate 
Denyssen for the claimant, and on the 23rd delivered its judgment, declaring the vessel to be the « Fatle Mabruque,” 
and to have been on a legal voyage wheu detained, and to have had on board none of the articles of equipment 
forbidden by the Treaty. 8 

Copies of the opinions read by the Commissioners respectively, on the occasion of giving judgment, accom- 
pany this Report. 


January 24, 1859. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 


FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 
Papers filed in the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Fatte Mabruque” (alias “ Emalada”). 
(No. 1.) 


In the business of the Portuguese ship ‘‘ Emalada,” whereof Amade is Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the goods, wares and merchandize, and slaves, on board the same, taken by Her Majesty's ship-of-war 
“ Lyra,” Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, Commander, and wrecked at Angoxa, the master, mate, and said 
slaves brought to Cape Town. 


Appeared personally Charles William McConachy, of Her Majesty's ship of war “Lyra,” Master's 
Assistant, duly authorized and empowered, according to the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, 
between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, to make seizures of vessels engaged 
in that traffic, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath that on the 16th day of the month of August, 1858, being in 
latitude 17° 20° south, and longitude 39° 30’ east, the ship or vessel called “ Ema/ada,” whereof Amade is master, was 
seized and detained by reason that the said ship was emploved in the Traffic inSlaves, contrary to the Treaty aforesaid; 
and the deponent further maketh oath, that the paper writings and documents hereunto annexed, marked from 
No. 1 to No. 4 inclusive, were given to the deponent by the master, Amade ; and that the same are now brought 
and delivered up, in the same plight and condition as when received by the deponent, without any fraud, addition, 
subduction, alteration, or mbezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 

Lastly, the deponent maketh oath as follows:—That at the time he searched the said ship, the officers, his 
superiors in rauk, viz, the First and Second Lieutenants and the two Mates, were absent on duty, leaving only the 
Master of the ** Lyra” first in command on board under Commander Oldfield ; and that the four papers hereunto 
annexed appear to be the papers of a vessel called the “ Fat‘e Mabruque,” aud not the * Emalada,’ which was the 
name given to the said ship by her master, the said Amade. 

That on the 21st day of August, 1858, the crew of the said ship “ Emalada"’ was removed into the ‘ Lyra,” 
and men from the * Lyra” put in to take charge of her. 

That on the 26th day of August, 1858, the said ship “Zimalada"' was lying alongside the “ Lyra,” off Angoxa, 
moored with two chains (her own); a gale from the north-east sprung up, when she parted and went on shore on 
the bar of the Angoxa river, where she became a total wreck, with the cargo on board, and all lost. 

That at the time of her detention the said vessel had on board a large quantity of farinha ; three large iron pots, 
sufficient to cook food for forty men; and eleven large earthenware mess-kids. sufficient for the use of sixty men, at 
least, a far larger quantity than necessary; and a large quantity of coarse mats, larger than necessary for the use of 
the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and sufficient to cover the whole platform of the vessel when carrying 
slaves. 

‘That the said Amade, waen examined by deponent and Captain Oldfield, through a Portuguese interpreter, and 
asked why his vessel, purporting to be the “Z/malada,” carried the papers of a vessel called the * Fatle Mabruque,” 
gave no reply, but only shrugged his shoulders. 

On the 6th day of Decensber, 1858, the said Charles William McConachy, a Master's Assistant of the ‘ Lyra,” 
was duly sworn to the trath of this affidavit. 

(Signed) Cc. W. McCONACHY, Master's Assistant, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


Before me, 
(Signed) Atrrep Durrat, Commissioner. 
(No. 2.) 
( Translation.) 
Exportation. 
General Receipts, folio 38, book 1. 
August 7, 1858. 
Principal Custom-house, Province of Mozambique. 
Sent by Laquimidas Quetecy. Vessel.—Launch “ Fatte Mabruque.” 
For St. Lourengo. Nation.— Portuguese. 
Master.— Amade. 
Marks. Packages. Goods. Value. Duties. 
1 case. 105 empty bottles. 2¢600 ¢078 
: (Signed) CARRARA. 
Visé. 
(Signed) MAGALHAENS. 


Mozambique, August 7, 1858. 
(A signature in Arabic.) 


t of the Custom-h t M bique, August 7, 1858. 
Passed by the Department of the Custom-house at Mozambique, Aug ’ (Gilded diynstermn) 








(No. 3.) 
A similar certificate for goods dispatched by Laquimidas Quetecy, August 10, 1858. Value, 152g100. 
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(No. 4.) 
(Translation.) 


Muster-Rote cf the Crew of the Launch named “ Fatte Mabruque,” Portuguese vessel, of which is owner, 
Cassimo Ismalgy, resident at Little Cabaceira, which sails from this Port for St. Lourengo, with a Passport 
from the Governor-General of this Province. 

Registered, folio 4, book 3. 


























No. Employ ment. Names. Nation. | Age. Estate. Colour. 
1 | Master .. ..| Amade .. -.| Mozambique ..| 30 | Married -+| Black or coloured. 
2 | Sailor. --| Munumbe ..| Zanzibar -»| 30 | Bachelor  ..| Ditto. 
3 | Ditto .. ..| Fome .. ..| Ditto ., --| 30 | Ditto., -.| Ditto. 
4 | Ditto .. - | Fara... -.| Ditto .. -.| 32 | Ditto.. ..| Ditto. 
5 | Ditto .. ..| Cacargy . -.| Mozambique ..| 35 | Ditto,, .-| Ditto. 
6 | Ditto .. .. | Uacate .. ..| Ditto .. --| 24 | Ditto.. --| Ditto. 
7 | Ditto .. ..| Jaduear .. «| Ditto .. -.| 24 | Ditto.. .-| Ditto. 
8 | Ditto .. --| Bacar .. .-| Ditto .. --| 19 | Ditto... ..| Ditto. 





All the wages and other agreements are special (“ particulares "). 


This roll contains eight persons of the crew. 
Port Captain's Office, Mozambique, August 7, 1858. 
(Signed) GERMANO JOSE DE LIMA, Clerk. 
(Seal and official signature of Inspector.) 
(Signed) Guepes. 


(Signature of the Master, in Arabic characters.) 





(No. 5.) 


Passport granted November 27, 1857, by the Governor-General of Mozambique, Joao Tavarez d'Almeida, 
for the batel “ Katte Mabruque,” of 28 tons, built at Cabaceira Pequena, owued by Ibraimo Cassimo Baij, master, 
Hussene. 

Passport registered December 3, 1857; visé for Quizungo, December 15, 1857, and for Madagascar, 
August 10, 1858. 


(No. 6.) 


Bond passed August 10, 1858, at Mozambique, by Laquimidas Quetecy, that the launch “ Fatte Mubarca” 
shall not be employed in Slave Trade by her master, Amad Kini Amissi, on her voyage to Madagascar. 


(No. 7.) 
List of Papers annexed. 


Manifest of the “ Fatte Mabrugue.” 
Crew-list of the ditto. 
Passport of the ditto. 
Charter-party, ditto. 
(Signed) C. W. Mc CONACHY. 





‘ (No. 8.) 


1, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Lyra,” do hereby certify, 
that I removed from the dhow “ Emalada,” whereof Amade is master, a crew of 8 men (or a crew of 5 men and 
3 slaves, 8 in all), removed on the 21st day of August, 1858, off Mafomede Island, prior to her being destroyed ; 
the vessel on survey being found unseaworthy, ill-rigged, and ill-fitted for a passage to the o of Good Hope. 

Weut on shore in a very strong breeze on the night of the 26th, on the Angoxa bar. Vessel and cargo lost. 

Signed this 30th day of August, 1858. 

(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 
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Two of the crew were allowed to go on shore on the 11th of September, the inefficient weather-proof accom- 
modation on board the ship rendering it otherwise than advisable that a greater number should remain on board 


than was absolutely necessary; three, therefore, were kept, one of whom deserted from the ship on the 13th of 
September. 


The three negroes answering the description of slaves were retained. 


(Signed) R. B OLDFIELD, Commander. 
Mozambique, September 14, 1858. 





(No. 9.) 


I, the Undersigned, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, holding the rank of commander in Her Britannic 
Majesty's navy, and commanding Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” do hereby certify that on the 16th day of August, 
1858, being off Caldeira Point, the 27-foot whaler of Her Majesty's ship under my command, seized the dhow 
“ Emalada,” whereof Amade is master, and that she had on board at the time of capture, slaves (1 if not 3 of 
the 3 men mustered by the captain as part crew by the false papers, were not conversant with their names, and 
are slaves). 

I further certify that the papers which I have numbered | to 4 inclusive, are the whole of the documents, 
letters, and writings, seized on board, which are hereunder specified and described, namely, No. 1, Manifest ; 
Nos. 2, 3. 4, as in list No. 7. ; 

Signed by me the 30th day of August, 1858. 


(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


(No. 10.) 


I, the Undersigned, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, holding the rank of commander in Her Britannic Majesty's 
navy, and commanding Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” duly authorized by the Treaty between Great Britain and 
Portugal, dated the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that on the 16th day 
of August, 1858, being off Caldeira Point, the 27-foot whaler of Her Majesty's ship under my command, seized 
the dhow “Emalada,” whereof Amade is master, for having violated the said Treaty, and I further declare that 
the vessel had on board at the time of seizure a crew of eight persons, passengers and slaves (on papers found 


on board eight are shown as crew, but on mustering, five only answered to the names called, and two of the remain- 
ing three answered the description of slaves). 


And I also declare that I found this vessel in the following state :— 


State of Vessel. 
Old, and unseaworthy for other service than a coaster. 


Cause of Seizure. 


For having at the time of search no papers ov board; those shown by the captain being those of another 
vessel, and when questioned about it said that, if his papers were improper, it was the fault of the Custom-house 
and other authorities at Mozambique. On mustering the crew, some 5 answered to the names called from the 
false papers, and 3 didnot. One of the 3 is a slave, if not 2, or all. 


A very large quantity of matting, perfectly new, was also found on board ; likewise farinha, calavances, and 
Indian corn. 


Given under my hand this 30th day of August, 1858. 


(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


(No. 11.) 


I, the Undersigned, Rodolphus B. Oldfield (recites capture, that 3 of the men were slaves, and that the 
papers taken were Nos. 1 to 4, as in certificates already given). 
Signed by me, the 30th day of August, 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


——S—es 


(No. 12.) 


I, the Undersigned, Rodolphus B, Oldfield (recites capture, and that 2 of the 3 men answer the description of 
slaves, and certifies) that the following are the names of the crew, and the number of the male slaves, viz. :— 


Names of Crew.— Amade, Munumbe, Fome, Fara, Cacargy, Uacate, Jaducar, Bacar. 
Names of Pussengers.—None. 


Number and Sex of Slaves.—Uncertain, as stated above. 


Recites state of vessel and cause of seizure, as in certificates already given. 
Given under my hand this 30th day of August, 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 
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(No. 13.) 


These are to certify that we, the Undersigned, went on board the schooner “ Ema/ada” (prize to Her 
Majesty's ship “ Lyra"), and took a strict and careful measurement of her, and found as follows, viz. :-- 


Length overall we “5 7 i 57 feet. 
Breadth, extreme we ss as ee TG gg 
Depth of hold xe i St ne 8 . 
Which gives the tonnage 7744 tons. 


This prize broke adrift from her anchors on the night of the 26th instant, in a gale of wind, and was 
lost. 
Given under our hands, on board Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” at sea, this 31st of August, 1858. 


(Signed) PL W. STEPHENS, Lieutenant. 
JAMES WILSON, Carpenter's Mate (Carpenter, none borne). 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 115. 
ividence in the case of the Portuguese Launch the ‘¥atte Mabruque” (alias “ Emalaia’’). 
The Governor-General of the Province of Mozambique to the Judge of the Mixed Commission Court. 


(Transiation. ) 
Sir, Gorernment House of the Province of Mozambique, September 17, 1858. 
IN addition to the communication which I had the honour to direct to you on the I4th instant, I now 
inclose the copies of documents concerning the boat * atte Mabruque,” to which the protest which, under that 
date, I directed to the captain of the steamer * Lyra,” refers. [remit you these documents for the purpose expressed 
in ny above-mentioned communication, When I drew out the protest, I did not know the name or elass of the 
vessel which had been sunk by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “Lyra,” as in the above mentioncd protest I 
gave the denomination of boat, it being this launcli ‘o which I wished to refer in that document. 
God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAO TAVARES DE ALMEIDA, 


Governor-General. 








Petition of Laquimidas Quetecy. 
Sir, 

Laquimadas Quetecy, merchant, of this place, says that he chartered from the Moor Cagimo Ismalgy the 
national boat belonging to him, called “ Katte Mabruque,” to dispatch the same to one of the ports of Madagascar 
with some lawful merchandize for his house there established ; that, through the sailors whe ..rived by the British 
man-of-war steamer “ Lyra,” he is informed that she has been abandoned by the officers of the said steamer, and 
that the cargo which was on board has been transshipped on board the ship. Your Excellency, this boat was in 
possession of all legal papers, passports, register, manifests, and the copy of a bond entered into in this Custom- 
house, as will appear in the respective departments. ‘There are on board some people belonging to the crew of the 
said boat, who are of the Mahomedan religion, aad who naturally must die of unger, since they do not eat things 
cooked by Ciristians. For these persons the petitioner earnestly implores the grace of your Excelleney. This is 
all which, for the moment, the petitioner has to inform you of, in order that your Excellency may act as you think 
convenient, &c. 

Mozambique, Septenber 13, 1858. 

(Signed) LAQUIMIDAS QUETECY. 





Certified copy of Register. 


I, Antonio Maria Guedes, Second Lieutenant of the Royal Navy, Inspector of the Marine Arsenal, and Port 
Captain of Mozambique for His Faithful Majesty. whom may God bless, do certify that on the first page of the 
proper book tiere appears the following Act of Registry of the Portuguese boat Nc. 132, named ‘‘ Fatle Mabrugue.” 
On the 27th rg So the month of November of the year 1855, in this port-captain’s office of Mozambique, the 
present Act of Registry has been entered, the dimensions of the boat called “ Fatte Mabruque” having been 
taken according to the law of the 24th April, 1844 :— 

Portuguese boat ‘‘ Fatte Mabruque,” of 22 ;; tons, of 62 palms length, 17 palms hole, and 7 palms depth, 
Portuguese measurement; has one part of 14 palms and 5 inches length; has two masts. Proprietor, Ibrahimo 
Cacimo, Moor of Damiio, Portuguese subject, and inhabitant of this city, who had the ship built in the Bay of 
Little Cabaceira, and begun the building of the same in the month of Angust of this vear. 

In faith of which I deliver and sign the present. 

Port Captain's Office, Mozambique, case in supra. 

(Signed) ANTONIO MARIA GUEDES, 
Second Lieutenant of the Navy, and Port Captain. 





Certified Copy of Muster-Roll. 
[See No. 4.] 
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Certified Copy of Bond. 
[See No. 6.] 





Certified Copu of Manifest. 
[See No. 2.] 





(No. 15.) 


Evidence of Ande, master of the vessel “ Hmalada™ who, being sworn and examined upon the standing 
interrogatories, through Kalin, Arabic and Duteh, and Schlessinger, in Dutch and English, answered :— 

That he was born at Zingabar; that he lives at Mozambique ; has lived there two vears ; that he is a subject 
of Imaum of Muscat; has never lived under another King; is married, and has a family ; they live at Zingabar. 
He is the commander of the vessel taken; her name is ‘ Matte Mabruque;” that he was appointed to the 
command of tie ship by a person named Kalah Madras, wiio gave him possession thereof. That he, Kalah 
Madras, lives at Mozambique, and does not know what King he is a subject of. That he took possession ef the 
vessel at Mozambique, he cannot tell in what monti. ile has known the ship for a mouth before she was 
captured ; that she was built at Mozambique; that he was present when the ship was taken; that he does not 
know why she was seized. She sailed under Portuguese colours, had no other colours on board, ‘That the name 
of the ship is “ Matte Vabruque;” she has been called so since the short time he has had the command of her, 
That he does not know that the vessel has ever been calied by any other name; deos not know her tounage. That 
she had 7 crew, not inchiding himself; no other officers than himself. That there were + Mozambiquers ; 
tne others from Zanzibar. ‘They all came on board at the same place; they were ali hired and shipped by Kalah 
Madras, Phat he has no share in the ship or cargo; he is only the eaptain. ‘That there were no passengers on 
board. That he started from Mozambique, bound to Boqain. That the ship's papers (produced to witness) were 
given to hin by Kalah Madras at Mozambique ; that he did aot touch anywhere, nor liad he sent any boat on shore. 
That he was taken at Augoxa by the man-of-war boat; that he was under sail. (To the Portuguese Commissioner. )— 
That he was about a mile from Angoxa; that he saw the capturing vessel first between 7 and 8 o'clock in the 
morning, That there is a fort with guns there; that he did not see any flag; that he did not see any battery. 
That he was half[-way] to Boquin from Mozambique, when a storm overtook him, and he bore up for Angoxa, 
where lie was taken. That he did not alter his course when the current overtook him; that he had no guns or 
powder on board ; made no resistance. Knows that Kalah Madras was the owner, because he made him capt. in 
of the vessel. That he does not know where the owner and his family reside. That he does not know of any one 
having a claim npon the ship other than Kalah Madras, or even that Kalah Madras is the owner ; all he knows is, 
that alah Madras made him captain ; that he does not know the price of the ship; that if the vessel were to go 
hack to Mozambique, she would belong to no one but Kala Madras, That the boat was open; the fore 
part was decked, the middle open; that there were no bulk-heads; that there were planks on board, that they 
were to be used to make a deck of when the vessel left Boquin ; that the planks were 2 fect wide, 3 inches thick, and 
about 25 feet long ; that he cannot read or write; that they were unplaned ; that they were enough to form a second 
deck. ‘That there was uo other vessel to communicate with. (To the British Conmissioner).—That the deck was 
to be formed to have a cargo of cowries laid upon it. That the planks were stowed in the hold under the vargo; 
that there were no chains or shackles on board, that there never were any; that none were thrown overboard ; 
that the planks were not hidden away, there were stones under them aud cargo over them. That he had one cask 
of water on board, that he had only that cask and two buckets on board: That ifthe wind were favourable, he 
would have evough water ; if foul, he would run short. That he had two mess-kids on board, that he never had 
any inore, and threw none overboard ; that eleven were on board for the use of the [erew ], so that breakages might be 
replaced. That there were two vessels for drinkinz, one fore and one aft; that ho had five earthen pots, one large one 
for grease, the other four for the use of the ship; besides these five, each sailor had a vessel to eat his curry out of. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)\—He knows that there were these five he mentioned. How many the 
crew miglit have had, he knows not. That he does not know the number of vessels on board. That there were 
not more yessels than were necessary on board. 

(Question repeated, through Mr. Fairbridge and Kalin.)—Were there eleven mess-kids on board? There 
were not eleven. 

‘That he can only speak positively to five. Of the rest he does not know. That he cannot say whether the 
men had vessels or not. Ile never said there were eleven. That he cooked with the pots. That they were about 
12 inches by 16 inches. That they were of the usual size. That the fire-place could only hold one pot at a time. 
That she was consigned to Mahomed Ben-Abdul, the consignee of the cargo, who is a native of Zanzibar, doing 
business at Madagasear. That he does not know the owner of the cargo. ‘That he did not know the vessel until 
he was pnt on board, That the cargo consisted of one bale American cottons, two cases, contents unknown, five 
rolls canvas. one bag of dates, sailors’ clothes. That there were no slaves on board. That she had three bags of 
of rice on board. That he had besides one bag flour, one package sweet potatocs, one bag maize. That the food 
on board was sufficient for a favourable voyage, not enouzh for a bad voyage. No food was entered as merchan- 
dize. If the weather were favourable, the voyage might 1¢ three days; if unfavourable, twenty to twenty-five 
days. That he had one hanging-mat and two mats for sleeping—these were for hiniself': each of the crew had 
one, and there were no others on board. That he merely received the ship's papers from the owners, Ie cannot 
give an answer as to their legality, as he camot read or write. 

(Shown signature at end of the muster-roll, and asked, “Is this your signature?” “Tt is not.” Tle cannot 
write.) 








alin points out that the signature is in Indian character.) 

He knows that there is a ship's passport. He got it from Kalah Madras. It is a Portuguese passport. He 
got the papers sealed up, He knows nothing about the signatures to the ship's papers. That no papers were 
vorn up or thrown overboard. That he went to the Custom-house, and got his passport. That it was the ship's 
passport. That he would not know it if he were to see it, That the English captain took it. That 10 other 
papers were given to him, That he never gave it up until the boarding officer took it. That he-does not know 
of any wgreement or charter-party. Does not know whether the ship is insured. That bulk was not broken. ‘That 
his name is Amade, That the names of his crew are Nummumbe, Fome, Fuvia, Caraca, Jaduca, Bacata, and has 
forgotten the name of the carpenter. Q 2 
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(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)}—That his vessel was lost by parting of the cable, after anchoring. 
Does not know whether they cut the cable, or parted; it blew a gale. That the vessel was about three hundred 
yards from the shore. That it was on account of the wind that she went on shore in the night. 

That he did not give any name to his ship; he only showed the passport. ‘That the officer did not ask the 
name of the ship, only for the passport, and did not ask him his own name. That he never said the word 
«* Emalada.” That he had uo boat. 

(For the captor.)—It is not usual for a vessel like his to have a boat. That when he goes to Mozambique, 
a boat fetches him ashore, otherwise he beaches his vessel. ‘That he beaches the vessel at low tide, and at high 


tide floats off. 
(Signed) AMADE, his > mark. 


This deposition having been read over to Amade, througn Mr. Schlessinger and Kalin, he declared the same 
to be correct, and affixed his mark or signature as above thereto. 
(Signed) Rosert Knox. 


The Commissioners having left the Court before this was signed, I certify that it was signed by Amade, in 
my presence, by his making the above mark. 
December 7, 1858. 
(Signed) Wo. Tasker Situ. 


x a re-examined December 8, through Kalin and Mr. Schlessinger, in answer to special interrogatories, 
P ie 

That the carpenter ran away at Mozambique, but he dc’s not know his name. That Cacargy ran at 
Mozambique. That Cacargy spoke with him to the English captain. That he does not know whether Cacargy 
mentioned the name “ Emalada” to the sailor who interpreted for Captain Oldfield. 

The names being called to witness by the Portuguese Commissioner, he pointed out Manumbe, Jaduca, 
mang and Uacata in Court, so that Fada, Cacargy, and Uacati must be those who left the ship at Mozam- 

ique. 


(No. 16.) . 


Evidence of Charles William Mc Conachy, master of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” who being sworn, and 
examined upon special interrogatories, answered :— 

(Pointed out on a chart the latitude and longitude where the ship “ Emalada” was captured.)—Is a Master's 
Assistant in the Royal Navy. On the 16th of August was second in command of Her Majesty's ship “Lyra.” 
He searched the “Emalada.” He exhibited his authority before he searched. He showed 2 certificate of his 
rank to the master, and that it was through Captain Oldfield that he made the search, ~'To the best of his know- 
ledge he gave a certificate of search to the master. That he brought her to the “ Lyra.” 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)—The Lieutenants and Mates were away on duty when he boarded the 
“Emalada.” He is sixth in command when every one is on board. The other officers were away in boats, and 
in a prize. He and his commanding officer were the ouly ones left; and if the commanding officer were away, 
he would be left in command. That he was second in command on board the “ Lyra” on the 16th August. The 
Master was his only superior on board. The commanding officer on board may be the First Lieutenant or 


Second Lieutenant, as the case may be. 
(Signed) C. W. Mc CONACHY, Master's Assistant. 


This declaration having been read over to Mr. McConachy, he declared the same to be correct, and 
signed it. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Rosert Knox. 
Gro. Frere. 
December 8, 1858. 


(No. 17.) 


Evidence of Munumbe, sailor on board the “ Emalada,” who being sworn, and examined upon the standing 
interrogatories, through Mr. Schlessinger and Maja, answered :— 

That he was born at Zanzibar—the Imaum is his King; was boatswain on board the vessel, does not know 
the name of the vessel ; he knows the masters’ name, it is Idassi; knows nothing about who appointed the master ; 
that he was five months on board before she was captured; when he first went on board she was commanded by 
Idassi. 
Re-examined—That he was on board five months; that he does not know where the vessel. was built—he did 
not know the vessel before he was put on board; that he was hired by the of the ship—great people hired 
the master ; that he only knows of one owner; that ne was not on deck when the vessel was seized ; that he saw 
the boat coming; that the vessel sailed under the Portuguese flag—had no other colours on board; that the 
captain knows tlhe name of the vessel, but that he does not; knows nothing about the tonnage; that four sailors 
were put on board at Zanzibar, all were shipped at Mozambique ; that the master hired them all; that he does 
not know whether the master had any share in the vessel or cargo; that they had no passengers on board; that 
the voyage was to have ended at Boquin; that they did not touch anywhere; no boat was on board; that the 
vessel was taken close to Angoxa; that the vessel was within. voice-hailing of the Jand when taken; that the 
capturing vessel was first seen early in the morning, it was past 8 when they were boarded; that no alteration 
was made in the vessel's course—she was steering for Boquin; that the vessel always pursued the same course ; 
that they encountered a gale at 10 o'clock, the gale caused the Icss of their sails, which caused them to stand back 
—can't say what day the gale occurred; that there were spare planks, but he does not know how many; that he did not 
see any planks; that he can’t say anything about planks ; that he can’t tell how many vessels foreating were on board; 
that none were thrown overboard; that he does not know whether there were more on board than necessary ; that every 
man cooked for himself; that there was a fire-place on board; that they could not make the fire-place larger; they had 
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no boiler on board. Does not know to whom the cargo is going; that he does not know what the last cargo was 
no slaves were on board; that there was uo rice on board. that he knew, but beans and millet, no farinha, He 
can’t on many days the voyage would have lasted in fair weather. That the captain only knows what food 
was on board; that every one on board had his own mat; that there were no more than were necessary; that he 
knows nothing about the ship's papers; that he does not know whether bulk was broken during the voyage; he 
only knows that they were going to Boquin ; does not know what for; does not know anything about the return 
cargo; knows Boquin, has been there three times; cowries are the only article that they load there. 

Re-examined.—The only article he knows is cowries ; that they load cowries nicely on board ship, partly in 
bulk, partly in bags ; sometimes they put mats, sometimes they use planks. 

Mark of * MUNUMBE. 


Read over before me. certain points being objected to by witness, underlined in red ink. 
(Signed) F. R. Suxress. 


(No. 18.) 
Interrogat ries proposed by the Captors to be put to Amade, Master of the * Vmalada.” 


1. Does Boquin, to which port you were bound, lie to the northward or to the southward of Madagascar (or 
St. Lourengo) ? 

2. What are the prevailing winds in the Mozambique Channel during the month of August, the month in 
which you sailed ? 

3. What is the direction of the current in the Mozambique Channel ? 

4. What were the winds you encountered from the day of your departure from Mozarabique to the date of 
your capture ? 

6. Do you know the place called Caldeira Point, or Cabo Caldeira, about sixty miles to the southward of 
Angoxa? 

. 6. Will you swear you were not captured off Cabo Caldeira, and not off Angoxa ? 

7. Are not both Cabo Caldeira and Angoxa considerably out of the track of the proper course of a vessel 
bound from Mozambique to Boquin ? 

8. If so, how do you account for being so much to the southward of your course ? 

(If the witness shall say he was driven out of his course by a gale of wind, or the force of the current, then) 

9. State how long after your departure the gale sprung up, and hew long it lasted, and at what rate the 
current carried you ? 

10. Will you swear that cowries constitute an article of trade between Mozambique and Boquin ; and that a 
second deck is necessary to enable a vessel to carry a cargo of cowries ? 

11. Did you ever, before this occasion, proceed to Boquin to fetch a cargo of cowries ? 

(Signed) C. A. FAIRBRIDGE, Proctor. 





Evidence of Amade, master of the “ Zmalada,” who being examined on special interrogatories, put in on 
bebalf of the captor, through Mr. Schlessinger and Kalin, answered :— 

To the Ist. That Boquin is upwards in direction. 

To the 2ud. That the prevailing winds in the Mozambique Channel, in the month he sailed, are from 
south-east. 

To the 3rd. That the prevailing current is south-east also. 

To the 4th. That he encountered southerly wind from his departure from Mozambique till the time he was 
captured. 

. To the 5th. Thet he does not know Caldeira Point. 

To the 6th. He knows that he is sworn to tell the truth: he swears he was captured off Angoxa. 

To the 7th. That Cabo Caldeira and Angoxa are not in the road, but the wind drove him there. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)—That the current drove him to Angoxa. 

No. 8 not put. 

To the British Commissioner.)—That the storm and current came on two days after they left Mozambique ; 
that three days after that he was stripped of his sails. 

(For the captors.)—That he had on board, when the vessel was stripped, two large sails and one small; these 
were not spare sails. He had no spare sails made, but had sail-cloth. 

To No.9. That the gale lasted strongly; on the third day it moderated. 

To No. 10. Swears that cowries are an article of trade between Mozambique and Boquin, and that the 
cowries are put under the planks. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner.)—Ti:at tie-e planks were put upon the cowries to prevent the cargo from 
getting wet; that there would be 5 feet between decks, it’ a deck were laid down; that he does not know—the 
affair is not his; that he never had a deck laid for slaves, and, therefore, he cannot say whether the planks would 
make a slave-deck. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner, 2.)—The breadth of the vessel is 16 feet. How many planks were on 
board? He does not know; he can’t say how few or how many; that the planks on board were to form a deck ; 
that ro person could have put slaves there. 

To No. 1!. That he has been twice to Boquin to feteh cowries. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner. )—Are slaves carried frem Boquin to Mozambique? There are slaves at 
Boquin. American cotton was the cargo he had previously taken in his two former vere That he does not 
know of any vessels having been taken from Boquin to Mozambique ; does not know that slaves are taken from 
Mozambique to Nossi-be. 


Read over before me, certain points marked in red ink being objected to by witness. 
(Signed) F. R. Surregs. 
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(No. 19.) 


Evidence of Jaduca, who, being examined through Maja and Mr. Schlessinger, and sworn upon the Koran, 
answered to special interrogatories :—-That he was born at Ambriz; has lived for four months at Mozambique. A 
Moor, named Amalas, sent him on board; he was cook on board. ‘That he is a free man; that his pay was 
5} crowns (“ crusados”) a-month; he knows where the vessel was going; that she wa‘ going to Boquin; that 
she has made the voyage three or four times, aud always came back again; has brought rice from Boquin; has 
brought cowries from Boquin; sometimes heavy wood is put at the bottom of a vessel to serve as ballast; he 
knows there were planks on board ; formerly the rice got wet, and the planks were put to shelter it; could not put 
slaves on board if they had made a deck of the planks; that slaves could not sit there; savs that Amade is his 
captain; knows only that man as captain; that he saw the captain at the Custom-house. The Custum-house at 
Mozambique acknowledge Amade as the captain ; that all the 3 negroes on board are free; tuere is one in the 
room that does not belong to this vessel; that all on board are free ; that the captor brous.t Manuel on board. 

Re-examined.—That all the 3 negroes on board are free. 

(Shown ship’s papers.) Knows the passport ; cannot read or write ; that be does not know whether the captain 
wrote the signature purporting to be his, at the bottom of the muster-rell ; that the ship’s name is “* Namarara ;" 
that he does not know the name of a vessel * Fatte Mabruque ;” that the vessel captured is that in which he 
started from Mozambique, with a passport; that he cannot say whether the papers are the same, as he cannot 
read; that they did not touch anywhere; they encountered a severe storm, and were afterwards captured ; that he 
knows the vessel's name, because he has often been on board of her; does not know when the vessel was built; 
that he knows of no other name for the vessel except ‘ Namarara;" he wishes to go back to Mozambique. 

Mark of * JADUCA. 
Read over before me, 
(Signed) F, R. Surtees. 


(No. 20.) 


Evidence of Uacate, who, being examined through Maja and Schlessinger, and sworn upon the Koran, 
answered to special interrogatories :—That he knows there is a God; knows that he must speak the trath; that the 
name of the vessel he came in from Mozambique is * Namarara;" that he knows nothing of the name © Fatte 
Mabruque ;” does not know the vame of the English vessel; that he is a free man, and earns money on board. 
Did not land anywhere after they left Mozambique; they had not a boxt. Did not communicate with any vessel 


after they left Mozambique; there were planks on board, down below; does not know how many. 
Mark of “ UACATE. 





Read over before me, 
(Signed) F. R. Surrees. 





(No. 21.) 


Evidence of Braga, who, beins sworn and examined on special interrogatories through Mr, Schlessinger and 
Massa, answers as follows:—Comes from Macoa country. “ Namarara” is the name of the vessel; has never 
heard of the name of * atte Mabruque ;" has known the vessel four months ;  Namarara "is the same vessel in 
which. he came from Mozambique ; he was free-born at Mozambique: he knows nothing about the ship's papers ; 
that Amade is his captain, and the same captain who came with him from Mozambique. 

Mark of ~ BRACA, 


Read over before me, 
(Signed) F. R. Surtexs. 


(No. 22.) 


Evidence of Captain R. B. Oldfield, R.N., who, being sworn and examined, stated :— 

That the officer who boarded the vessel reported that she had papers specifying that she was called “ Fatte 
Mabruque ;” that the captain of the vessel called her “ Zmalada ;” after the boarding, showed him the papers with 
the name “Fatte Mabruque” thereon. “That on the evening of Saturday he (Captain Oldfield) sent for the master, 
and interrogated him through a sailor who spoke Portuguese ; and on the difference being explained to him between 
the name given to the boarding officer and that on the ship's papers, he repeated thrice, if not oftener, the name 
“ Emalada.” The master himself does not speak Portuguese, but a sailor, who appeared to be a person of rank on 
board the prize, did, by which means conversation was carried on. After the master had been three times asked the 
name of his vessel, the discrepancy between the names was explained, and that on those grounds his vessel would 
be detained ; besides which witness considered he had fittings on board which left no doubt in his mind that the 
vessel was engayed in Slave Trade. That on the following day, shortly after noon, the master was again sent for 
and requested, by means of the interpreter, to give the name of his vessel : to which he again replied ““ Hmalada,” 
on which witness once more produced the papers, and besides showing him the name of the vessel, as there stated, 
commanded by him, told him that the consequences of his stating that he commanded a vessel whose name was 
different to that on the papers were that he was amenable to be brought before the Court of Vice-Admiralty, or 
Mixel Commission. Witness could not understand the conversation carried on hetween the master and his 
interpreter; but heard the word “ Emalada” repeatedly mentioned, likewise that of “ Fatte Mabruque,” when 
witness’ finger was on the written name on the papers. That the man who interpreted was a black man on board 
the “ Emalada,” who deserted at Mozambique ; that witness allowed him to go on shore for two or three hours, 


and that he never returned. ; 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander. 


This deposition having been been read over by Captain Oldfield, he declared the same to be correct, and 
affixed his siguature thereto. ; 
December 8, 1858. 
Before us, 
(Signed) Rosert Knox. 
Geo. Frere. 
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(No. 23.) 


Evidence of Captain R. B. Oldfield, R.N., who, being re-examined upon special interrogatories, answered :— 
___ The papers were shown by him to the captain on Sunday, and the nome * Fatte Mabruque” was shown to 
him. Francisce was present, and was desired to explain to the captain, through his interpreter, the’ discrepancy 
between the names. The time was between 12 and 1 o'clock in the afternoon. To the best of his belief 
Mr. Mc Conachy was also present, and, perhaps, Lieutenant Stevens, but is not certain as to the latter. 
; (Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, Commander. 
Read over and signed before me, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 





(No, 24.) 


Evidence of Coetano Francisco Coelho, who, being sworn and examined upon special interrogatories. answered :— 

That he had been five months on board the “ Lyra;” is a Portuguese, and can speak English; interpreted to 
Captain Olfield from Antonio, the second in command on board the captured vessel called the ‘ Emalada,” as the 
captain said, but, according to the papers, she was the “ Fatte Mabruque ;” does not remember the date when she 
was taken, but it was at Angoxa; she was taken by a boat of the “ Lyra :” asked Antonio the name of the vessel, 
and he asked the captain, and Antonio said the captain told him the name.was the “* Emalada ;" heard the captain 
say “ E’malada ;* was close to them, because he wis interpreting betyeen them, 

(To Portuguese Commissioner.) —He and Antonio were both on board the “ Lyra” at the time. 

(To the British Commissioner.)—He was not told that she was the “ Fatte Mabruque,” but told Antonio that 
the papers showed it. Antonio told the captain so, and that this was the reason why Captain Oldfield stopped the 
voyage. The captain repeated that the name of the vessel was the ‘‘ Zmalada ;” on both occasions the captain 
used the word “ Emalada ;” did not show the papers to the captain; was ordered by the captain to examine the 
men by their aames, and he was told by the man who gave him the name of Antonio that such was his name ; 
does not know the name of Cacargy. 

(To the Portuguese Commissioner. )—He asked all the men their names. 

(To the British Commissioner.)-—There were eight men on board the captured vessel ; he did not examine the 
names from the papers until five days afterwards, but each man gave him his name; made a list of the names, but 
lost it; when he saw the official list, he asked Antonio what was his name, as it was not there, and the reply was 
that it was his Christian name ; does not know the otier name be gave ; it was an Indian name, he thought ; Antonio 
ran away at Mozambique. 

(Signed) COETANO FRANCISCO COELHO. 

Read over and signed before me, 

(Signed) PF. R. Surress. 








(No. 25.) 


Evidence of Charles William McConachy, Master's Assistant of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” who, being 
examined on special interrogatories, saith : —That when he went on board the boar ne first spoke to Captain Amade, 
partly by signs partly through the serang who understood a little English, and prtiy by Portuguese. of which 
deponent knew a little ; asked the name of the vessel from the captain, and he answered the ‘* malada ;" wrote a 
name on paper, and so endeavoured to make him understand ; pointed to the vessel's stern, and the captain replied, 
« Emalada ;" believes the captain understood what he wanted, aud pointed to the ship’s deck and said, “malada,” 
Deponent questioned the mate (who spoke in broken English) afterwards as to the name, and he answered, the 
“ Emalada”’ The captain produced his papers when asked for them. The same afternoon the deponent drew the 
captain's attention to the fact that the name “ Fatte Mabruque " was on the papers, and asked him to account for 
it, and he shrugged his shoulders. Deponent was also present when Captain Oldfield drew the attention of the 
master of the captured vessel to the difference of names. ‘The interpreter was present, and the captain of the vessel 
distinctly said “ Emalada ;” deponent heard the word used. Antonio was one of the crew, but answered to one of 
the names on the list, which deponent does not recollect. 

This deposition having been read over to Mr. McConachy, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 


signature, as above, thereto. 
(Signed) C. W. Mc CONACHY. 


This depoxition having been read over to Mr. McConachy, he declared the same to be correct, and affixed his 
signature thereto. 
Before me, 
(Signed) F. R, Surtees. 





(No. 26.) 


In the business of the Portuguese ship “ Emalada,” whereof Amade is master, her tackle, apparel, furniture, 
and slaves, with the goods and merchandize on board, &c. &c., taken by Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, 
commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” &c., &c. ; 

Appeared personally, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commarder of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and made 
oath :—That between the 10th and 16th days of August last past, deponent was cruizing in Her Majesty’s said 
ship between Angxoa and the Comoro Islands, im the northern of the Mozambique Channel, and that it appears 
from the of Her Majesty's said ship, that the following was the direction of the prevailing winds during 
those days, viz. :— 

. 10th August, 1858, wind from south-west to south-east. 
11th 


oa south-south-east to south-east. % 
12th is ae south-south-east to south-south-west. 
13th na pte _ south-south-west to light northerly and variable airs. 
14th = a north-westerly, calm, and north-easterly. 
Sth mn eS ditto ditto and westerly. 
16th _ ~ variable and southerly. 
No gales blowing all the time. 
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That the rate of the current in the Channel of Mozambique, which runs southerly, at that time was on 
an averave about twenty miles a-day. That on the 10th day of August last past, at sunset, the “ Lyra” was off 
Heard Island, 100 miles south of Mozambique ; that by 10 o'clock on the morning of the 13th, she was within 
twenty miles of Boyanna Bay, on the north-west coast of Madagascar, having, during that period, experienced 
fine weather, with southerly winds, and but little current. That with the winds then blowing, the “ Ema/ada” 
ought to have reached Madagasear in four days, and could not have made either Angoxa or Caldeira without 
having made an effort to reach either place. ‘Chat Caldeira Point is about 130 miles south of Mozambique, and 
that vessels sailing southwards from Mozambique during the southerly monsoon take from two to five days to 
pass the Point. That deponent is acquainted with the nature of the trade carvied on between Mozambique and 
Madagascar 5 that it consists of rice, paddy, hard-wood, bees'-wax, tortoise-siell, and gum lac, and, formerly, 
jerked beef and hides. That cowries do not constitute en article of trade from Madagascar to Mozambique ; 
cowries being the produce of the Maldive Islands, and parts of the East Coast of Africa north of Mozambique. 
That the * Amalada,” when detained, was found to have no boat, a most suspicious circumstance, vessels on that 
coast of half her size invariably carrying one, and that the practice of beaching a ve-sel when she is to be loaded 
of discharged, is a practice wholly unknown to, and never before heard of by, deponent. ‘That the said vessel 
“ Ematada” was wrecked at Angoxa. before she had been thorouglily overhauled, buat that before she was lost, 
deponent went on board, and partially irspected her, ‘That deponent himself saw eleven large earthenware 
vessels (independent of several smaller ones, of which uo note was taken), sufficient to contain victuals for sixty 
people; three Lirge irou pots capable of cooking food sufficient for from forty to sixty people; a fire-place made 
of stone and clay, set ina wooden frame-work, and about 3 feet G inches square, andeapable of being made still 
Jarger9 That besides the mats which were used by the erew, deponent counted at least ten new mats. That the 
said vessel “ 2inalada” had a small poop and forecastle (tie space between tie two being housed in with 
matting), and a ledge inside all round the waist. That vessels of the description of the ‘ 2malada,” when 
engaged in the Slave Trade in the Mozambique, often carry spare planking, for the purpose of constructing a 
temporary deck or plat‘orm over the ballast. That five of the planks described by the said Amade, that is to say, 
about twenty-five feet long and two broad, would suffice to make such a temporary deck or platform in the hold cf 
the © Emalida,” sufficient to stow forty slaves, or, if added to the foreeastle, would add about mueteen feet to its 
length, affording thereby another plan ‘of accommodating forty or more slaves. And deponent lastly saith, be 
verily believes the planks, adimisted by the said Amade to be aboard his ship (and for which he had no legal permit), 
were intended to form such temporary deck or platform to be used in the conveyance of slaves, and that the 
aforesaid ten new mats were imenled for the same purpose. 

On this 10th day of December, 1858. the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldtield, commander of Her Majesty's slip 
“ Lyra,” was duly sworn to the truth of this affidavit. 










(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 
Before me, 


(Signed) Geo. Frere. 





(No. 27.) 


In the business of the Portuguese ship © Zmalada.” whereof Amade is master, her tackle, apparel, furniture, 
and slaves, with the goods aud merchandize on board, &e &e. 

Appeared personally, Cuarles William) MeConachy, master’s-assistant of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Lyra,” 
whereof Rodolphus Bryce Oldticld, Esquire, is commander, and Samuel Norman, captain's coxswain of the said 
vessel, and jointly severally made oath :—That from the 10th to the 16th day of August last past, they were 
cruizing in the ship's first whale-boat between Angoxa and the mouths of the Tyungo river, about sixty miles 
to the south of Angoxa, and though at sea the whole time, they encountered no bad weather. The said 
Charles William Me Conachy for himself saith, that during the said period he kept a regular official account 
of the winds, and that the following is an abstract of such account :— 


10th August, 1858, wind from soutl-west to south-eaat, light breeze. 






11th: os nn east to south-east. light breeze. 

12th “A ms south-easterly, light breeze. 

13th ’ ” calm towards evening, light breeze, easterly. 

14th ” ” north-easterly, moderate, light breeze. 

15th 43 ” calm, north-easterly, with moderate squails, not lasting more than ten minutes. 
16th a ” south-east to south-south-east, moderate breeze. 


And both the deponents say that when the vessel called the “ Hmalada” was boarded by the said Charles 
William McConachy, she was fully two miles from the shore, and nine or ten miles west and by south from 
Caldeira Point ; that in wearing the said vessel, she got into the surf near the beach, and they were obliged to 
anchor her for a short time. That when the said vessel was so boarded, she had three sails (being all the 
canvas a vessel of her rig carries), which were set, viz., a foresail, a mainsail, and a jib. That all these sails were 
cld, but in good and neat condition, the jib being apparently the newest. That there was not the slightest 
appearance of the said vessel having encountered a gale. And the said Samuel Norman for’himself saith, that he 
was present when the said Charles William McConachy boarded the said vessel. That Mr. McConachy, 
having written something on a piece of paper, and pointed to the vessel's stern in the presence of Amade, the 
master of the said vessel, to make him aware that he wished to know her name, the said master, who appeared 
perfectly to comprehend Mr. MeConachy's object, replied distinctly “ Emalada,” pointing to the deck of the 
vessel. That afterwards. on the said master producing his papers, Mr. MecConachy, having looked at them, 
pointed to them, and said “ Fuite Mabrugue,” when the said master again said “ Emalada.” That deponent 
assisted to search the said vessel, and found eleven large earthenware vessels, besides a number of small chatties 
used by the crew to eat out of (about eeven or eight), three large iron pots, a hearth or fire-place made of clay 
and stone, set in a wooden frame large enough to stand the three pots, and about three cwt. of farinha in 
bags. That the said eleven earthenware vessels would contain food sufficient for i men, and the three pots 
cook enough for forty or fifty men; and both the deponents say that the said vessel having been brought to 
Angoxa. was wrecked before her cargo had been disturbed, or thoroughly overhauled. 

On the 10th day of December, 1858, the said Charles William McConachy and Samuel Norman were duly 


severally sworn to the truth of the foregoing affidavits, 
(Signed) Cc. W. Mc CONACHY. 
8. NORMAN. 


Before me. 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 121 
(No. 28.) 


Evidence of Commander Oldfield, who, being re-examined on special interrogatories, maketh oath and 
saith :-— 

The vessel had a large open hatch, at least 25 feet, but no gratings were observed; no wooden covering, 
but one of cocoa-nut, which was weather-proof, sloping like the roof of a house. She had spare plank fitted 
for being laid down as a second or slave-deck. She had no bulk-heads or divisicns different from vessels engaged 
in lawful trade. She had no shackles, bults, or handcuffs. At the time the vessel was lost she had not been 
properly searched. She had a larger quantity of water than necessary for the crew of a merchant-vessel, a tank 
much larger than was necessary for usual purposes with such a crew; a ton of water at least. A much larger 
quantity of earthen jars capable of containing food—eleven ; and somewhere about a dozen others for the crew, 
evidently in use. She had not a boiler ; but three iron pots capable of cooking for a very much larger number 
than the crew ; the fire-hearth could cook six pots of the size found, and might have been easily enlarged. She 
had a larger quantity of farmha of manioc than was necessary for the crew ; a dozen and a-half of bags containing 
beans, Indian corn, and rice; the bags of rice contained 50 to 70 lbs. ; the beans 1 ewt.: the bags of Indian cern 
50 to GO lbs. ; there were about six of each, She had a larger quantity of mats than necessrry, from eight to 
twelve new mats, and four which had been used ; altogether there were from twelve to cighteen : sleeping mats are 
about 8 feet by 3 feet. The new mats were of the same character as the sleeping mats. The mats were new, 
and -had no uppearance of being used; they were rolled two or three in a bundle; there were three or four 
bundles ; the bundles were placed between the cargo and the side of the ship. The second time deponent visited 
the ship, the doctor was with him; it was on Sunday. Is not certain whether any one was with him when he 
visited her the day before. A rough list was made, but not an inventory, Such a list as was considered neces- 
sary was entered on the papers in Court. The vessel was captured on the 16th of August, and brought to the 
ship on Saturday the 21st, and lost on the 26th. ‘The loss of three men, and the detention of one officer and a 
gentleman connected with the Consulate of Johanna, prevented deponent from searching the vessel. His officers 
and boats were on detached duty ; one gig was in the hands of the natives, who had wurdered three of his crew, 
leaving only a dingy, a small boat, incapable of doing any duty, except aiding any one going overboard. 

Q. Wicther between the 16th, when the vessel was captured, and the 2Ist, when she was brought alongside 
the * Lyra,” the cay tor of the vessel had not time to seareh her thoroughly, and make an inventory of everything, 
to be delivered to his commanding officer ? 

Al, Officers have orders on boarding of vessels not to interfere more with the cargo or property of those 
on board than is absolutely necessary to ascertain her calling ; and should they consider they have sufficient 
grounds for making seizure, to leave the said cargo and property undisturbed, until receiving the Commander’s 
wishes with respect to it. Those orders are given vo prevent complaints on the part of those seized, which the 
Commander has not the power personally to answer. At the time the prize was anchored by the “ Lyra” it 
was nearly sunset, and the following day being Sunday, a day on which no work is done on board a man-of-war, 
the search was deferred till Monday, when the melancholy circumstances, namely, the murders above alluded to, 
oceurred, and prevented it until she was lost. 


(Signed ) R. B. OLDFIELD. 


This deposition was read over to Commander Oldfield, and signed by him as correct. 
Betore me, 
(Signed) Gero. Frere. 





(No. 29.) 


Evidence of Munumbie, who having been sworn, and being examined on special interrogatories, maketh oath 
and saith :— 

That he was “serang” on board the captured vessel ; does not know her name. Every one had a mat to 
sleep on. ‘There were no more mats than those used by the crew. He cannot say except about those he saw 
himself. He does not know of any more being on board. In the daytime the sleeping mats were down below 
where the crew slept. They were rolled up and placed at the side of the ship, or in any empty place. Some of 
the crew slept on the cargo, some on deck, ‘The mats were some of them new mats. 

Mark of * MUNUMBIE. 
Read over before me, 
(Signed) F. R. Surtees. 





(No. 32.) 


Evidence of Mr. William Mc Conachy, who being re-examined on special interrogatories, maketh oath, and 
saith :— 

That he was the boarding-officer of the “Emalada.” The first thing he did was to examine the ship's 
papers, after which he searched the vessel without disturbing the cargo, having orders from his captain not to 
do so. He found a water-tank capable of holding from three-quarters to one ton of water; also eleven large 
earthen jars capable of holding food for the use of upwards of forty individuals. He also saw a quantity of new 
matting rolled up, a large quantity of corn maize, a larger quantity of farinha than necessary for, the use of the 
crew, several sleeping-mats lying about below, independent of those mentioned before which were rolled up. He 
did not measure the tank, but could judge its size. He did not measure it. It was a calculation of his own, 
judging from their own (Roval Navy) tanks. The new matting was rolled up close alongside the rest of the cargo ; 
the matting was rolled up. He did not unroll the mats or count them. He did not see any planks on board. He 
knows the mats were new, because he looked into them, and saw that they were of the same quality, 


(Signed) C. W. Mc CONACHY. 
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Evidence of Jaduca, who being examined, maketh oath, and saith :— 

That there were mats on board. Every one had his own, on which he slept. There were only some others 
which were spread at the bottom of the vessel, to put the rice on. He could not count them; they were just as 
much as would cover the floor. There were some rolled up, but he does not know how many; the captain 
must knew. They were new. They were obliged to be rolled up. ‘The vessel was always leaky. The mats 
were in order that the rice should be landed dry. When the vessel leaked, the mats were to be used to keep 
the rice dry. ‘The vessel was intended for « cargo of rice. 

Mark of * JADUCA. 


Read over before me, 
(Signed) F. R. Surress. 


(No. 34.) 


In the Court of British aud Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In the business of the Portuguese dhow or vessel “ Futte Mabruque,” alleged by the captors to be the 
“ Emalada,” her tackle, apparel, furniture, goods, wares, and merchandize on board, of which dhow Amade was 
master, taken and seized by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and afterwards wrecked. 

The claim of the said Amade, the master of the said dhow, a subject of the Imaum of Muscat, fur the 
said dhow, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, yoods, wares, and metchandize, or the value thereof, as the sole 
property of Cassino Ismalgy and Laquimidas Queteey, and us, protected by the Treaty or Convention between 
Her Britannic Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, dated 8rd July, 1842. And also the claim of the said 
Amade for 50 Spanish dollars, one box containing his clothes, and a scimitar, the sole property of the said Amade. 
Also for 25 Spanish dollars placed in his charge by one Salie at Mozambique, for the purpose of being delivered 
to Mahomed-ben- Abdullah at Boken, And also for a quantity of be: ds of the value of 25 Spanish dollars, one 
piece of linen of the value of 5 Spanish dollurs, and certain clothes, the sole property of Munumbe, the boat- 
swain of the said dhow. And for all costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expenses, which have 
arisen, or shall or may arise, by reason of ile capture and wreck or destruction of the dhow and her cargo as 
aforesaid. 

Dated at Cape Town, this 14th day of December, 1858. 





AMADE, * his mark. 





In the Court of British and Por:uguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Ship “ Putte Mabruque,” alleged to be the © Emalada.” Amade master. 

Appeared personally the said Amade, and made oatn that he is a subject of the Imaum of Museat. That 
he was the master of the ship or dhow in respect of whieh proceedings are now pend'ng in the above Court. 
That the name of the said ship or dhow is the * #itte Mabruque.” Vhar when she was seized by Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” this deponent was uot, nor was any other persoa, as far as he knows, asked the name 
of the said dhow ; and neither he nor any other person, so far as he knows, stated that the name of the said 
vessel was the “ Bmalada.” Wut this deponent sath, that when the said dhow was boarded, a person belonging 
to the said ship “ Lyra” spoke certain words to him, and that the only one which he understood was the word 
passport. That having been informed by the owner of the said vessel, that if he should be visited by any British 
ship of war, the persons who came on board would ask for his passport ; therefore, when he heard the word, he 
believed that he was requested to produce it. ‘That this deponent did not understand the language of the person 
who spoke to him as aforesaid; nor did the said person understand any language known to this deponent ; but he, 
the deponert, delivered to him a packet which contained the papers of the said dhow, and in which her name is 
mentioned. ‘That when the said dhow wzs seized as aforesaid, she had on board a bale of American cotton, two cases, 
contents unknown, a bag of dates, five rolls of canvas, and the chests belonging to the crew of the said dhow, 
containing their clothes and goods ; also three small bags of rice, one bag of flour, one bag of sweet potatoes, and 
one bag of maize. That the said cotton, cases, and dates were shipped by one Laquimidas Quetecy at Mozam- 
bique, from whence the said dhow had proceeded to be delivered at Boquin, to which the said dhow was proceed- 
ing, and where she was to end her voyage. And the other articles were intended for the use of the said dhow 
and her crew, and were not more than sufficient for their use on such a voyage as that on which she was engazed. 
That the said cargo was delivered to him by the said Laquimidas Quetecy, who consigned the same to Mahomed 
Ben Abdullah at Boquin. 

And the deponent further saith, that he had on board at the time of the said seizure 50 Spanish dollars, a 
box containing his clothes, and a scimitar, the sole property of this deponent. ‘That he had on board 25 Spanish 
dollars, which were delivered to him by one Salie, to be delivered to the said Mahomed Ben Abdellah. That 
the clothes, bedstead, and bedding which this deponent had on board at the said time, were of the value of 60 
Spanish dollars. That Munumbe, the boatswain of the said dhow, had also on board at the aforesaid time a 
quantity of small beads, of the value of 25 Spanish dollars, which he intended to barter; and one piece of linen 
of the value of 5 dollars, and which were the sule property of the said boatswain. 

And the deponent further maketh oath, that he verily believes the said dhow, cargo, and equipments, are not 
liable to forfeiture under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the Suppres- 
sion of the Traffic in Slaves. 

And he farther maketh oath, that no person or persons other than the persons before mentioned, have any 
right, title, or interest in the said dhow, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandize on 
board ihe same at the time of the capture thercof, and that the same is a true and just claim, and that he shall 
be able to make due proof thereof. 

On the 14th day of December, 1858. the said Amade was duly sworn to the truth of this affidavit, and of 
the claim hereto annexed. 

AMADE, ™ his mark. 
Before me, 
Signed) A. Duprat, Commissioner, 
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: Inclosure 4 in No. 115. 
Opinion of the British Commissioner. 


THE papers and evidence before the Court show, in my opinion, that the vessel was the “ Fatfe Mabruque,’ 
a lancha of 28 tons Portuguese, legally despatched from Mozambique with a small quantity of goods, to bring 
a cargo from Madagascar. Of the identity of the vessel I have no doubt. The captors, it would seem, failed to 
make themselves understood to the master, and came to the conclusion that he called her ‘* Ema/ada;" but I 
would remark that the man’s papers were given up by him at the time of the capture; that even if they had 
remained in his possession, he could not read; and that when questioned in this Court, before he had even retained 
a proctor, from whom he might have received advice, Mr. Reid not appearing for him until the following day, he 
at once stated the name of his vessel to be the “ Fatte Mabruque,” and her owner Cassimo Ismalgy. All the 
crew also, who answer to their names on the muster-roll, deposed that the vessel in which they were taken, was 
the one in which they had left Mozambique five days before ; and though there is something inexplicable to me 
in the “ serang” not knowing ker name, and the other men on board declaring that her name was “ Mamarara.” 
I do not think that the Court can do otherwise than recognize her by the name given by her captain, and the 
papers with whicli he was furnished. The absence of the man called Antonio by the witness Coelho, who alone 
could haye sworn positively to the fact that the captain called the vessel the “ Zmalada,” puts all the evidence on 
that point entirely out of Court, although I have no doubt but that all the witnesses whom we have heard cn the 
point. have spoken the truth to the best of their belief. It was observed also, 9s a suspicious cireumstance, by the 
captor’s advocate, that the witness Munumbie gave the name of the master Amade as Endissi. We are all here 
in somewhat of the same difficulty as was the captor. We do not understand the language of the people we 
examine, and fail to catch the names they give, accurately. ‘The master's names, according to a bond given at 
Mozambique, which is amongst the papers, are Amade Bini Amissi, which last must, I think, have been the one 
which the witness intended to use ; and when his evidence was read to him for confirmation he afterwards denied 
that he said the master’s name was Idassi, In like manner, the person whose name figures in the evidenee as the 
proprietor of the cargo, Kalamadass, is evidently. to my understanding, Laquimidas Quetecy, who hired the vessel 
from Cagimo Ismalgy (called also in the various papers, Ibraimo Cassino Bey, Ibraimo Cagimo, Cassimo Ismalgy, 
and Cassim Ismalgy), from whom the captain received the pavers, and who is undoubtedly her owner, Having 
thus satisfied myself that the vessel is the * Matte Mabruque,” owned by Cacimo Ismaigy, of Mozambique, and 
chartered by Laquimidas Quetecy, 1 have carefully weighed the evidence given, as to the position of the vessel 
at the time of capture, and having had the advantage of the opinion of the experienced gentleman now the Marshal 
of this Court, | have come to the conclusion that the state of wind and weather, shown by the log of Her Majesty's 
ship * Lyra,” and the affidavit of the officers of that ship, by no means render it improbable that the little vessel 
whose case is before us. may, as stated by her master and crew, have met with what, to her, was a strong gale and 
overpowering current, of which those in the * Lyra” would know nothing, but which forced the ‘ Matte Webruque” 
out of her course so far as to make it necessary for her to return for the port of her departure. The vessel, I 
gather to have been first detained on the 16th August, by a boat of Her Majesty's ship ‘* Lyra,” off Caldeira 
Point, but that she did not reach Her Majesty's ship “* Lyra,” of Angoxa, some fifty miles hizher up the coast, 
until the evening of the 21st. a fact rather in favour of the master’s assertion that the winds were contrary. 
During this interval the boarding officer did not cxamine her particularly, having, as he thought, seen enough to 
make it right for him to take her to his commander, and being specially ordered uot to disturb cargo further 
than requisite for this service: 4 very proper and reasonable precavtion. When she arrived off Angoxa, on the 
evening of the 21st, she was at once slightly examined by Commander Oldfield, and again on the 22nd; but that day 
being Sunday, Captain Oldfield explains that the strict and official search could not of course be made. From 
that day until the 26th, when the vessel was driven from her anchors and lost, it was out of the power of the 
captor to make this search ; inasmuch as his time, and that of all the officers and men of the “ Lyra” available 
was fully occupied by disturbances, attended with loss of life, in the River Angoxa. With regard, therefore, to all 
the articles of equipment alleged to have been on board, with ove exception, the Conrt has before it only the 
evidence of the captors, which is met by that of the crew of the vessel; and in the absence of the articles them- 
selves, or of any accurate account or measurement thereof, the Court cannot undertake to judge whether they were 
on board, or, if there, whether they constituted an infringement of the Equipment Article or not, and must, 
therefore, dismiss all consideration of them from the case. But to one of these articles the above observation does 
not apply. It is in evidence before us, that there were planks on board, to use the words of the master, to be 
used to make a deck of when the vessel left Boquin (the place of the vessel's destination). Jaduca, one of the 
sailors, gives like evidence: he “knows there were planks on roard.” They were used to shelter the rice; and 
Uacate also knew “there were planks on board, down below.” In the evidence above noted, I have avoided any 
which was afterwards altered or denied by the witnesses, when their depositions were read over to them. For 
greater security on this very important point, I will now quote the exact words recorded as having been corrected 
or denied by the witnesses: alterations car-fully recorded by the sworn officer of the Court. 

Evidence of Amade (No. 15).—That he does not know where the owner and his family resides; that he does 
not know where the family of the owner resides ; that the number of planks was written on a piece of paper, which 
is lost.—Struck out. 

That eleven pots were on board.—Says he did not say eleven. 

Evidence of Munumbie (No. 17) —The master's name is Idasssi.i—Denied. 

That he was not on deck when the vessel was seized.— Denied. 

That he did not see any planks.—Denied. 

Evidence of Amade (No. 18).—That Boquin is towards the north.—Denied. 

That he encountered southerly wind.—Denied. 

That cowries are put under the planks ; that the planks are put on the cowries, to keep the cargo from getting 
wet; that there would be five feet between decks, if a deck were laid down; that he does not know; that the affair 
is not his.—Denied. 

Breadth of vessel, 16 feet.—Denied. 

From the above it will appear that while evidence as to the use of the planks on board, the direction of the 
vessel, the number of pots, the residence of the owner's family, &c., has been retracted or denied, there has been 
no retractation or denial of the statemen that there was on board plank fitted for making a second deck. 

It was urged by the advocate for the claimants that these planks were not fitted, or prepared (‘* preparadas ") 
for laying a second deck, But surely, if the master tells the Court that these planks were intended to be used for that 
purpose, the Court must hold.that they were fitted or prepared for it. But this is not the whole evidence on this 
point. The master, who, be it remarked, is the only witness who speaks of a second deck (for, of the planks, the 
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captors know nothing, except what they have heard in Court), also deposes that it would not be possible to form 
such a slave deck, or second deck, as would enable the vessel to carry slaves or human beings; and if he is to be 
considered a good witness on the first point, he has a right to be so considered on the second point; especially, in 
the absence of all means of testing his accuracy by the measurement or exact description of the planks, and the 
manner in which they were fitted; and I am therefore of opinion that the vessel, although legally captured, was on 
a lawful voyage at the time ; and that as it is not proved to the Court that she had on board any of the articles 
forbidden under Article IX of the Treaty, the claimant is therefore entitled to costs and damages. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 115. 
Opinion of the Portuguese Commissioner. 


MY opinion is, that the vessel be declared to be the ‘“« Fatte Mabruque,’ and that she was not employed in the 
Slave Trade; and that there does not exist even any traces by which, according tothe Treaty, there could be the 
least suspicion of her being employed in the vile Traffic of Slaves. 

For the Treaty does not determine that any vessel should be condemned when found without a second or slave 
deck, or planks fitted for laying a seeond deck; and the Treaty clearly explains that those planks, in order to have 
the meaning alluded to, must be fitted (“preparadas ") for that purpose, which is proved nowhere in the proceed- 
ings, I having myself observed that in the interrogatories put in this Mixed Commission, in various foreign languages, 
little known, and translated from one to another by different interpreters, unshakeable confidence could not be 
placed in the complete conformity of the depositions of the witnesses, with the translations at last obtained by the 
Court, to such a degree that precisely evidence (Nos. 17 and 18), in which the planks are mentioned, has been in 
many parts completely denied by the witnesses Munumbe and the master, when read over to them for confirmation, 
according to the usage in this Mixed Commission ; and having remarked that the Marshal of the Court, the interpreter, 
as well as the Arabic interpreter, all declare that they could not sign the depositions which the witnesses denied that 
they had made, in the words read to them, declaring that in truth they agree that the witnesses had not used certain 
words to which the witnesses objected ; in fine, I will observe also that the master of the vessel explained clearly that 
he had no deck on board where slaves, or, in short, men, could be accommodated ; and even were I to allow that the 
master, or any one else, had sworn, through stupidity or misapprehension, that he had a deck on board to carry slaves, 
against the provisions of the Treaty, not even theu would it be a question to be decided by what he said only ; because 
it would be necessary, first, to observe well if,in effect, a bot like this one of which we are speaking would allow or 
not of another deck for slaves, which, in my opinion, is physically impossible. I therefore vote that the vessel called 
the “ Fatte Mabruque,” being employed in licit commerce, be declared bad prize, and that the captors pay all 
the indemnifications and costs, expenses of the suit, for the cargo lost, time lost, wages, and in fine, all which are 
named in Article VII, Annex B, of the Treaty. 





Inclosure 6 in No, 115. 
Sentence. 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, December 23, 1858. 


Before George Frere, Esq., and the Chevalier Duprat. 


Present : 
F. R. Surtees, Esq , acting for the Registrar. : 


Mr. Advocate Denyssen, for claimant, prayed the claim by him given to be admitted, and the said ship, 
eargo, and stores, or their value, to be restored, as claimed, with costs, damages, and expenses. 

The Attorney-General, on behalf of the captors, prayed the said claim to be rejected, and the said ship and. 
eargo to be condemned.. ; ‘ 

The Commissioners haying heard the’ said claim and proof read, admitted the said claim, and pronounced 
the ship, cargo, and stores, or their value, to belong as claimed; and, conformably to the provisions of the Treaty, 
decreed the same, or their value, to be restored to the claimant, for the use of the owners and proprietors 
thereof, together with the costs, damages, and expenses incurred in consequence of the aforesaid seizure, and 
referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Commission. 

(Signed). _F. R. SURTEES, for Registrar. 





No. 116. 
Her Mayjesty’s Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.) 


0. 9. 
{ry ood, Cape Town, January 24, 1859. 
WITH reference to our despatch No. 8 of this day’s date reporting the case of 
the Portuguese vessel “ Fatte Ma e,” alias “ Emalada,” we have the honour 


to state to your Lordship that on the 6th December, after the Court had decreed to 
issue a monition in the case of that vessel, a question was put by the Chevalier 
Duprat, to Commander Oldfield, who was present in Court, but had taken no part 
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in the proceedings, to the following effect: Do you consider that you have a right 
to enter the bays, rivers, and creeks, in the Portuguese territories ?” to which 
Commande: Oldfield replied, ‘« We arrogate to ourselves that right.” 

The Chevalier Duprat having demanded that this question and answer should 
be entered on the minutes of the Court, Mr. Frere, as British Commissioner, 
objected to this being done, on the ground that Commander Oldfield was not 

resent as a witness before the Court, and hed not been sworn as such; and 
urther, because it was evident from the tone of his answer that he considered he 
was replying to an unofficial and friendly question of the Chevalier Duprat, not to 
a formal inquiry put by the Portuguese Commissioner. 

The Commissioners not agreeing, lots were drawn for an Arbitrator, and 
Senhor Valdez having been elected, and concurring in opinion with his colleague, 
the entry required by the Chevalier Duprat was made in the minutes. 

We have the honour to inclose an extract from the minutes upon this subject, 
and with reference to the opinion of the Portuguese Arbitrator therein recorded, 
we would observe that he appears to have lost sight of the real question. We 
quite agree with him that ‘all facts which have taken place before a Mixed Com- 
mission may be inserted in. the book of proceedings ;" but we maintain that an 
answer given by a person not on oath, after the proceeding for which the Court 
had assembled was concluded, is not such a “ fact,” and further, that if it is to be 
so considered and treated as evidence, there is a proper place for its being entered, 
namely, the Record of Evidence, which is kept separately from the Minutes of 
Proceedings. 

We felt it the more necessary to object to the entry proposed, because the 
Chevalier Duprat stated that he intended to transmit a copy of his question, and of 
Commander Oldfield’s reply, to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, and 
that he should also address himself to the Admiral Commanding-in-chief on this 
station, upon this subject. 

The question of the right of British cruizers to act in the waters in question 
is one which we do not feel called upon to discuss officially with our Portuguese 
colleagues, unless it should come before us in connection with the case of any vessel 
under adjudication before this Mixed Court, but we feel that it would have been 
very undesirable to record on the minutes of our proceedings the unguarded reply 
of a gentleman to a question put to him informaily, especially if that reply was to 
be taken up and made the ground of an official representation. 

Mr. Frere, moreover, thinks it due to Commander Oldfield to state, that he at 
once corrected himself as to the use of the word “ arrogate,” which he saw had 
attracted attention, by adding, “ When I say arrogate, | mean nothing offensive: I 
mean, that we consider we have that right,” and that the tone and manner of the 
Chevalier Duprat had been, as is usual with that gentleman, so friendly and familiar 
as to induce any one to suppose that the business before the Court having been 
concluded, he was proceeding to converse unofficially, and Mr. Frere finds that he 
is not the only one of those present who experienced a feeling of surprise when 
the Chevalier Duprat evinced an intention to treat seriously any observation made 
in the course of such a conversation. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 116. 
Extracts from the Minutes of the Mixed Commission of December 6 and 10, 1858. 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, December 6, 1858. 


Before George Frere, Esq., and the Chevalier Duprat. 


Present: , 
F. R. Surtees, Esq- F, T. Valdez. Esq. 
Wm. T. Smith, Acting Registrar. 


(Formal record of application for monition in the case of the “ Emalada,” on affidavit of Mr. Mac Conachie,’ 
master’s assistant, Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” which was decreed ; as also the usual warrant to the Marshal). 
The Chevalier Duprat inquired of Captain Oldfield whether he had a permission to enter the bays, rivers, 
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ed crecke, in the Portuguese dominions; to which Captain Oldfield replied, “ We arrogate to ourselves that .- 
ight.” 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


* This is added to the Minute of this day's proceedings, in compliauce with the Minute of December 18, 
page 538. —W. Tasker Smitu. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, December 10, 1858. 
Present: 


Geo. Frere, Esq. The Chevalier Duprat. F. R. Surtees, Esq. F. T. Valdez, Esq. 
W. 'T’. Smith, Acting Registrar. 


Had under consideration rongh notes of minutes of proceedings on Monday last (the 6th instant). 

The Chevalier Duprat expressed his opinion that an answer given by Commander Oldfield to a question put 
by him, while the Court was sitting, should be recorded. 

Mr. Frere objected, on the ground that Commander Oldfield had not been, and was not, a witness on oath 
before the Court, when he gave the answer in question. 

The two Commissioners not being agreed as to the course to be pursued, it was decided that recourse be had 
to arbitration. 

Lots were accordingly drawn, and the lot was declared to have fallen upon F. T. Valdez, Esq., Her Mest 
Faithful Majesty’s Arbitrator, who handed in the following as his opinion upon the point at issue*:— 


( Translation.) 


Looking at all the stipulations of Annex B to the Treaty, the only regulation which I recognize for the 
Mixed Commissions which are to adjudge the cases of vessels in conformity with the Treaty between Portugal 
and Great Britain on the subject of Slave Trade of July 3, 1842 I do not find in them any Article which 
prohibits any one of the Commissioners or the Arbitrators of their Majesties from causing to be inserted in the 
book of the proceedings any facts which have taken place before a Mixed Commission ; since it is obvious that if 
this is not done there will afterwards be no means of a minute, regular, and true record being made of all which 
has taken, and is taking place. 

Under these circumstances, and in furtherance of what I have already had the honour to state in Session 
before my worthy colleagues on this very simple question, I am of opinion that there shall be entered in the book 
of the proceedings of this Mixed Commission that which the Commissioner of His Most Faithful Majesty is 
authorised to order the Secretary of the Commission to write in the said book; and on behalf of the Honourable 
Secretary to this Tribunal I have to say that if he did not fulfil this, it was because it was noted that a difference 
of opinion. which I regret, had arisen between the worthy Commissioners of their Majesties ou the point, which I 
should wish not to have haa to settle, were it not for the feeling by which I am always aided, when I am compelled 
by my duties to act contrary to their wishes. 

The decision of the majority of the Court being in favour of the insertion in the minute book by the 
Registrar of the question and answer which the Chevalier Iuprat requested might be therein recorded, it was 
ordered that the Registrar do insert in the minute of proceedings of Monday the 6th instant, the question and 
answer which he was directed by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner to write down. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator desire their protest against this entry to be recorded, 
being of opinion that Commander Oldfield’s reply was not intended as anything more than as an answer given 
to a question put in a conversational way. : 

e Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator declare that there must also be recorded in the minute 
book of the Mixed Commission, that both the Commissioner and Arbitrator of His Most Faithful Majesty 
declare that they protest against the opinion or protest of their honourable colleagues, the British Commissioner 
and Arbitrator, because the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator do not recognize that the reply of Captain 
Oldfield given to a question which His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner put at a Session of the Mixed 
Commission, can be considered by the Commissioner of Her Britannic Majesty, or by any one else, as a reply non- 


official, or in the manner of conversation. 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 





No. 117. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to, the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.) 


No. 10. 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 25, 1859. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship our report of the case of 
the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanca,” Mamad Ali Usseni, master, released with 
costs and damages, by sentence of this Mixed Commission, on the. 28th of Decem- 
ber last. ; 
The papers and the evidence filed, copies of which accompany our report, will 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 127 


inform your Lordship that this vessel, of the burthen of 39 tons Portuguese, was 
owned by Ismael Mahommed, residing at Mozambique, for which port she sailed 
from Sofalla on the 7th of August, 1858, with a cargo of ivory. and other articles of . 
legal commerce, a crew of fourteen persons and three passengers, with six free 
negro servants, duly entered on the passports of their respective masters. 

On the 6th of September she was detained by Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” 
Commander Oldfield, in latitude 16° 18’ south, longitude 39° 53’ east, of Angoxa, on 
the grounds that the blacks who were on board as servants were supposed to be 
slaves, and were not provided with special passports as slaves, according to 
Article V of the Treaty, and that she had on board a quantity of water, calculated 
at from 1,200 to 1,500 gallons, which was larger than was required for her crew as 
a merchant-vessel, a double cooking-range, mats, and her cargo stowed so as to 
allow of slaves being taken on board. ! 

The “ Esperanca”’ was sent, in the first place, to Johanna, her passengers and 
most of her crew being taken to Mozambique, in Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lyra.” She was 
herself afterwards brought to Mozambique, where, after having been for two months 
in the hands of her captors, she was, on the 13th of November, given over to the 
Governor-General, to await the decision of this Mixed Commission; an inventor 
being taken of all the goods then found on board, by a jeint Commission of English 
and Portuguese officers, and deposited in the Custom-house. 

The master and two of his crew, with one of the negro servants, were brought 
to this port, with the papers, by Commander Oldfield. 

These proceedings are contrary to Article IV of the Instructions for Cruizers, 
which direct the captors to forward to the port of adjudication whatever persons or 
things they may find it agers to remove from a captured vessel, and, as in the 
two other cases recently brought before the Mixed Comniission by Commander 
Oldfield, neither the articles themselves which appeared to him to constitute illegal 
equipment, or even accurate measurements or deri thereof, were produced 
to the Court. 

The case was opened on the 10th of December, and the examinations showed 
that the voyage on which the “ Esperanca” was engaged when taken was clearly 
legal; the passports were such as are required for servants not being slaves; and 
the attempt to upset the passport of the negro Manuel, who was brought down to 
the Court, and to establish that he was a slave, failed completely, owing to his 
prevarications and contradictions when he was examined by the Court. 

The Commissioners, therefore, on the 14th of December, inquired if the captor 
wished to carry the case further, which led to an offer on the part of the captor to 
abandon the prosecution, provided no claim were made for costs and damages, to 
which offer the claimants declined to accede. 

The case was, therefore, proceeded with. The ground upon which the captor 
maintained that he was exempted from costs and damages, was now shifted from 
the alleged excess of water to an extraordinary number of water-casks ; for it was 
admitted by one of the captor’s witnesses, that when captured, she had but little 
water on board, and that thick and muddy, and the master deposed that he had 
been obliged to ask for a supply from Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

The casks on board, over and above the water-casks thus insufficiently filled, 
were 9 barrels, of which 5 were entered on the manifest as 5 empty barrels, valued 
at about 13s. (3$600) each, and, as far as the Commissioners could judge, capable 
of containing 30 gallons a-piece, and 4 empty barrels, which appear on the. inven- 
tory taken at Mozambique, as found on clearing out the vessel. 

The captors had not paugedl the water-casks, or the barrels, so that the 
estimate of what they would have held, which was produced as evidence to the 
Court, amounted to no more-than a rough calculation or guess; but the water- 
casks are described in the ship’s papers, and their real capacity was ascertained 
from printed official tables to be as follows: 3 pipes of 140 gallons, 2 quarter-pipes 
of 35 gallons, and the 5 barrels were taken as of 30 gallons—in all 9 casks, capable 
of containing 610 gallons; and had the 9 empty barrels been set up and filled, it 
would have given ler only 270 a pig more, in all about 900 gallons, not more than 
in prudence she might have had on board for 23 persons, on a voyage which some- 
times lasted 30 days. 

The Commissioners, therefore, did not consider that these barrels constituted 
an extraordinary number for which it was necessary that the claimant should 
produce a certificate from the Custom-house, or that their presence on board was 
calculated to lead the captor into error, and they, therefore, decreed that the 
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“«Esperanca” and her cargo should be restored, with costs and damages, and that 
the captor should pay the costs of adjudication. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 1 in }so. 117, 
Report of the case of the Portuguese Schooner * Experauga.” 


ON the 10th December, 1858, the following papers were brought into Court, relative to the Portuguese 
schooner “ Eyperanga ":— 

An affidavit, made December 10, by Commander Olifield, setting forth that on the 6th September, 1858, in 
latitude 16° 18! south, longitude 39° 50’ east, he had detained the * Experanga,” Mamadi Ali Ussini, master, and 
had left her. by the mutual consent of all parties concerned, and with the sanction of the Governor-General, at 
Mozambique. as Leing unfit for the voyage to the Cape, with the crew, passengers, and negroes, except the master, 
two of the crew. and one negro, who declined to go ashore. 

To this affidavit were appended five certificates or declarations, dated September 11th, in which Commander 
Oldfield ses forth that some of the negroes classed as servants were on board against their will, and disowned their 
reputed masters; that he had removed into the * Lyra,” 1G ot the erew, 3 passengers, and 5 servants, on the 
grow thar the accommedation of the vessel would not allow of more than those uecessary for her trial remaining 
on board; to whieh is appended a note that one of the crew deserted from the * Lyra” at Mozambique, on 
the 13th of ovember, aud two others made the attempt, but failed. ‘That there were on board at the time of 
capture, a erew of 14 persons, 3 passengers, and 6 others, stated to be servants. ‘That the vessel was seaworthy, 
but stall for the veyage to the Cape. That the cause of seizure was a breach of Articles V and IX of the 
Treaty; viz, Article V, the passports of servants and passengers not being drawn up as specified ; Artiele EX, a 
large quantity of water. 1,200 to 1.500 gallons a double cooking-range of 4 to 5 feet long, capable of cooking for 
upwards af 100, a large quantity of matting and stowage of cargo so as to allow of carrying trom 50 to 70 slaves. 
A nove dated November 13, states that ou survey the vessel was not found seaworthy, and was taken charge of, 
with her cargo. by the Goyernor-General, umil such time as the opinion passed as to the legality of her detention 
may be made known, 

The papers of the vessel annexed to the affidavit were— 

1. ‘The muster-roll for a crew of 14 men, dated at Mozambique, June 2, 1858, for the Portuguese schooier 
© Experanca,” Ismael Amad Faquir, of Damio, owner, for a voyage to Inhambane and Sofalla; vésé at Sofalla for 
Mozambique, June 10, 1858. 

2. Three passports from the Governor of Sofalla, August 6 and 7, for Calachande Ramachande, aud one 
black servant (“eriado”); for Baya Ismacl, and 3 black servants; and Daga Lacman, and 2 black servants, 
Manovl and Miguel. 

3. The manifests (6) of the cargo, showing that she had on board, as water-casks, 3 pipes, 2 quarter-pipes, 
and 5 barrels; and a cargo of ivory, rice, maize, nuts, and grain, mats, and other articles of legal commerce, 
amongst which are 5 empty barrels, snipped by Bava Ismael. 

4. The vessel's register, showing that she is the property of the Portuguese subject Ismael Mamad Faquir, of 
39 tons, built at Mozambique in 1848. 

5. Letters of naturalization for Bava Ismael, Goa, October 22, 1847. 

6. Two papers relating to a survey at Goa in February 1848; and measurement of the vessel in 1853. 

7. Certiticate of bond passed at Mozambique, 8th June, 1858, on the departure of the vessel for Sofalla, that 
she should not be employed in the Slave Trade ; aud the passport, June 2, 1858, visé for Sofalla on the 8th of June, 
and again for Mozambique on the 10th of August. 

The captor also produced a paper purporting to be a survey or inventory, made at Mozambique by a joint 
Commission of officers appointed by the Governor-General of Mozambique and the commander of the * Lyra,” 
respectively, showing everything found on board the “ Esperanga,” aud lodged in the Custom-house at Mozam- 
bique, with the value. 

On this inventory appear, among the cargo, 5 empty “barris,” value 33600 each; and among the ship's 
= 3 pipes, 2 quartilhos, and 4 “barris;” and further, as overlooked during the first inspection, 4 empty 
bs is.” 

The measure of these casks, according to official tables, is: pipe, 140 gallons; quartilho, 35 gallons. The 
barril is of various sizes, but those on board for water were described by the master as of 5 to 1 pipe, or about 
30 gallons each ; and taking the others at the same average, the casks actually on board, and their capacity, would 


be as follows :— 


Gallons. 
3 pipes of 140 gallons .. ‘i a 1 .. 420 
2 quarteis of 35 gallons .. ss os « rs 70 
4 barvis of 30 gallons... - ee a vs 1220 
9 water-casks, of x ve a aa -» 610 
And 9 barris of 30 gallons eac a ie os .. 270 
18 casks. : Capacity a .. 880 


On the 11th of December, the master was examined on the standing interrogatories, and deposed:—That he 
was appointed to the command of the ‘ Esperange” by the owner, Ismael Mahommed ; that the passengers on 
board were merchants going from Sofalla to Mozambique ; that he had on board none of the articles of equipment 
forbidden by the Treaty, and only a proper quantity of water, and no other casks or vessels for containing water ; 
that the cooking-place was divided, one side being for the captain, and the other for the crew; and that the 
servants of the passengers were not slaves, and that their names were in their masters’ passports. 

On the 13th of December, Manoel, the black boy, shipped as one of the servants of Daca Lacman, was 
examined :— 

He swore that the only master he knew was one Coeda, who put him on board at Sofalla; that he had a chain 
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round his neck, which was taken off and thrown overboard by the captain when the English vessel was seen ; was 
chained that he might not jump overboard ; that his master paid for his passage. He also spoke of the brother 
of Coeda, a serjeant, as having put him on board, and as being also his master; he had no master on board, and 
did nothing. other 5 black boys on board were servants, then that they were slaves ; then he said that he 
knew Calachande, the passenger, then that he not know him; that he, Manoel, was clothed like the other boys on 
board. He at first stated that no one saw the captain take the shackles off, and then that Selimane Ismael and 
Faquir Mamade were present. 

His statement was denied by the captain and the two witnesses above named ; and the eaptain deposed that 
the boy came on board with Daca Lacman, as his servant. The captain also deposed that he had overheard a 
Macoa man on board the “ Lyra” suggest to Manoel to declare that he was a slave, and that he had been brought 
on board in irons: a statement the captors denied as impossible, from there being no Macoa man on board the 
«* Lyra.” 

7On the 14th of December, the Commissioners inquired of the captors if, after the evidence afforded by the 
ship’s papers, and the witnesses already examined, the case should be carried further; when the proctor stated 
that if the claim for costs and damages were abandoned, he would advise the captors to admit the claim for the 
vessel. ‘Time was given for the consideration of this proposal ; and on the 15th, on which day the monition and 
warrant were returned as duly served, the captain's proctor declined to waive the claim for costs and damages, 
and the 17th was fixed for the production of further evidence by the captors as to the equipments of the vessel. 

On that day, accordingly, the proctor filed affidavits by Commander Oldfield, Lieutenant de Wahl, and 
Mr. MecConachy, setting forth that when first boarded, the master refused to show his papers; that the number of 
water-casks and the size of the galley induced the captors to detain the vessel ; also that three flags were found, 
the French, Johanna, and the Sultan's; but the first, when asked for in Court, was not produced. The allegation of 
the master, that the witne:s Manoel had been prompted to say he was a slave, and had been brought in chains on 
board, was met by a denial that any one of the ‘ Lyra’s’ crew could speak the Macoa language. 

In the afternoon, the claimant's proctor filed an affidavit of the captain, in explanation, setting forth that he 
did not refuse his papers, but gave them upat once ; and, with regard to the casks, deposed that those for water were 
3 pipes, 2 smaller ones, and 5, still less, equal to 1 pipe; that one of these was in pieces, léaving 9 water-casks 
altogether, which were not more than sufficient ; that the vessel's supply was so short that he, the master, had 
asked for water from the capturing ship. That there were 6 casks which had contained gunpowder (afterwards 
explained to have been misinterpreted for brandy), which were manifested, and were being taken to Mozam- 
bique to be re-filled. That the cooking-place was only three feet long, and could not have been enlarged; 
and that the flags on board were for festivals. He deposed also that the man on board who had prompted 
Manoel was a Macao man, one of those taken in one of the * Lyra’s” prizes ; and the pilot and boatswain both 
swore that on the voyage down they had heard Manoel advised to say he was a slave, and had been in shackles, 
but the person who was said to have done this was not produced to the Court. 

With regard to the casks, the captors produced Anderson, an able seaman on board Her Majesty’s ship 
“Lyra,” who deposed that he saw on board 13 casks—3 very large, 2 less, and 8 small ones, 13 in all; 3 casks’ 
shooks in bundles, and several loose staves. He calculated that the large casks would contain 250 gallons each, 
the next size 220 gallons each, and the others 36 gallons each, in all, 1,350 gallons, but he did not gauge the 
casks—an admission fatal to the captor’s case, as it reduced the whole evidence to guess or loose calculation. He 
admitted that there was very little water when he went on board, and that what there was, was mud ; he also 
deposed that none of the casks were gunpowder casks. 

On the , the proctor for the claimant was permitted to file an affidavit made by the interpreters, to the 
effect that they had misinterpreted the Arabic word for “ brandy,” as * gunpowder.” 

On the 28th December, the Court heard the Attorney-General for the captors, and Mr, Advocate Denyssen 
for the claimant. 

The arguments turned almost entirely upon the casks on board ; and the Commissioners being of opinion that 
their number did not gonstitute an extraordinary number, for which the certificate required by the Treaty should 
be produced, pronounced that the vessel at the time of her seizure, was engaged in a lawful voyage, and should 
be restored with costs and damages ; and that the costs of suit should be paid by the captors. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 117. 


Paper's filed in the case of the Portuguese Schooner the “ Esperanga.” 
(No. 1.) 


IN the business of the Portuguese ship “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene is master, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, and slaves, on board the same, taken by Her 
Majesty's ship of war © Lyra,” Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commander, and detained at Mozambique with 
her cargo, and the said master and two of her crew, brought to Cape Town. 

Appeared personally, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, of Her Majesty's ship of war “ Lyra,” duly authorized 
and empowered, according to the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, to make seizures of vessels engaged in that Traffic, who 
being duly sworn, maketh oath that on the 6th day of the month of September, 1858, being in latitude 16° 18’ 
south, and longitude 39° 55’ east, the ship or vessel called the “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene is 
master, was seized and detained by reason that the said *ship was employed in the Traific in Slaves, contrary to 
the Treaty aforesaid. And the deponent further maketh oath, that the paper writings and documents hereunto 
annexed, marked from No. 1 to No. 9 inclusive, were given to deponent by the said Mamad Aly Ussene, and that 
the same are now brought and delivered up, in the same plight and condition as when received by the deponent, 
without any fraud, addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, save the numbering and marking 
thereof. 

Lastly, the deponent maketh oath as follows:—that he hath also annexed hereunto his declaration and 
certain other documents, marked A, B, C, D, and E, and that the several statements and allegations therein 
contained, are, in all respects, correct and true. And further that the said ship “ Esperanga” was, by mutual 
consent of all concerned, and by and with the sanction and authority of the Governor-General of Mozambique, 
left at Mozambique as unfit for the voyage to the Cape, in charge of the said Governor-General, with the cargo 


Crass A, 
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on board being stowed in the Government Custom-house, and the residue of the crew, passengers, and negroes, 
being landed at Mozambique at their own request, one negro ee eet en on Seen, an dow he 
brought to Cape Town, ready to be produced to this Honourable 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 


On the 10th day of December, 1858, the said Rodolphus Bryee Oldfield, commander of Her Majesty's ship 
“Lyra,” was ony sworn to the truth of the foregoing affidavit. 


me, 
(Signed) Gro. Frere. 


(A.) 


I, the Undersigned, Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, holding the rank of commander in Her Britannie 
Majesty's navy, and commanding Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Lyra,” do hereby certify that om the 6th day of September, 
1858, being off Angoxa river, I seized the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene is 
master, and that she had on board attime of capture, slaves (none that could be clearly proved to be so), although 
from evidence obtained, some of those classed as servants to passengers were there against will, and when 
questioned, disowned their reputed masters. 

I further certify that the papers which I have numbered 1 to 6 inclusive, are the whole of the documents, 
letters, and writings seized on board, which are hereunder specified and described, namely :—No. }. Crew List. 
No. 2. List of Passengers, and those stated to be their servants. No. 3. Manifest of the Cargo and Bills of 
Lading. No. 4. Four documents with a stamp or seal on. No. 5. Passport. No. 6. Four letters, one of which 
is open. 

Signed by me, the 11th day of September, 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


(B.) 


I, Rodolphus B. Oldfield, &c., do hereby certify that I have removed from the Portuguese schooner 
“ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene is master, 10 crew, 3 passengers, and 5 servants. 
Removed on the 6th day of September, 1858, off Angoxa river. 


Cause of Removal. 


The accommodation of the vessel, without partially occupying the hold (which would not have been, in my 
opinion, advisable). would not admit of more than those necessary for her trial remaining on board, so were 
removed to the ship prior to being landed at Mozambique (which they were desirous of). 


Signed this 11th day of September, 1858. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “‘ Lyra.” 


One of the crew deserted at Mozambique on the 13th November, the two others of the erew made a like 
attempt, but failed. 
(Signed), R. B, OLDFIELD, Commander. 


(€.) 


I, Rodolphus B. Oldfield, &c. &c., do hereby declare that the vessel had on board at time of seizure, a crew 
of 14 persons, 3 passengers, and 6 others (stated to be their servants), and slaves, none that could be clearly 
proved to be so (&c., as in A). And I do also declare that I found this vessel in the following state :— 

Hull apparently seaworthy and in good repair; rigging old. If, on arrival at Johanna, whither she has 
been sent to await ship's arrival, she is reported favourably of, will be sent to the Cape of Good Hope for: 
adjudication, although somewhat small for such a voyage in any other but the very finest season. 


Cause of Seizure. 


For-a breach of Articles V and IX of the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal dated July 3, 1842. 

Article V. The passports of the passengers and servants not being drawn up as specified therein. 

Article IX. The having on board a large quantity of water, viz., some 1,200 to 1,500 gallons, a very much 
larger quantity than a vessel of her size would-carry without a permit, which she had not ; also a double cooking- 
range, from 4 to 5 feet long, and capable of cooking for upwards of 100; likewise a very large quantity of 
matting on board; and the stowage of her cargo would have allowed easily the carriage of some 50 to 70: 
slaves. 

Given under my hand the 11th day of September, 1958. 

(Signed) R. B, OLDFIELD, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


On survey, the vessel was not found seaworthy, so was taken ch of, together with her cargo, by the: 
Governor-General at Mozambiqve, until such time as the opinion passed by the Mixed Commissioners (as to. 
the legality or otherwise of her capture) at the Cape of Good Hope may be made known, 


(Signed) R, B. OLDFIELD. - 
Mozambique, November i, 1858. 
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(D.) 
i, the Undersigned, &c., (as to capture, crew, and papers, as in A). ) 


- 


(E.) 


I, the Undersigned, &c., (as to capture and crew, as in A); and that the following are the names of the 
passengers, crew, and servants: viz.— 


Names of the Crew-—Mamad Aly Ussene, Silmani Ismael, Faquir Mamad, Cassamo Madar, Lequi Amodo 
Por x igy Josogy, Salamane Alegy, Issalamo, Pinga Sira, Manoel, Faquir, Billal, Sinea Ismal, Ussene 
modo.—Total, 14. 


Names of the Passengers—Calalchande Ramochande, Daca Lacmon, Bava Ismael. Servants :—Vicente, 
Manoel, Miguel, Salamino, Rato, Ambar.—Total, 9. 


And I do hereby declare that I found the vessel in the following state (&€c., as in C). 


State of Cargo. 
In a good state ; the teeth of ivory are somewhat badly stowed. 


Cause of Seizure (as in C). 


(No. 2.) 
(Translation.) 
(Abstract.) 
Muster-roll of the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” owner, Ismail Amade Faquir, bound for Inhambane 


and Sofalla, dated at Mozambique, June 2, 1858. Contains names of fourteen persons. Visé for Sofalla, 
June 10, 1858. 


(No. 3.) 


Passport, dated Sofalla, August 6, 1858, for Calalchande Ramochande, going to Mozambique, with one black 
servant, Vincente. 


(No. 4.) 


Passport, dated Sofalla, August 7, 1858, for Bava Ismail, going to Mozambique, with 3 free black servants, 
Salmino, Rato, and Ambar. 





(No. 5.) 


Passport, dated Sofalla, August 6, 1858, for Daca Lacmon, going to Mozambique, with 2 black servants, 
Manoel and Miguel. 





(No. 6.) 


Manifest and bills of lading of the “ Esperanga,” Sofalla, August 11, 1858. 
(An abstract of these papers will accompany the Report of the second part of this case.) 





(No. 7.) 


Certified copy of register of the Portuguese schooner “ E'speranga.” 

Owner—Ismael Mackad Faquir, June 4, 1856. 

Burthen—39,5, tons. 

Cumprimento—70 palmos and 2 pols. 

Boca—18 palmos. 

Pontal—8 palmos and 6 pols. 

Built at Mozambique in 1848. . 

Her owner is a Portuguese subject, a Moor of Damiio, established as a merchant in Mozambique, who bought 
her in the year 1849. ‘ 





(No. 8.) 
Letter of Naturalization of Baba Ismael, Goa, October 22, 1847. 





(No. 9.) 


Certified copy of a survey held on the “ Esperanga,” at Damilo, February 23, 1858; that she is in good 
condition for any voyage on long course. 
° 
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(No, 10.) 


Certificate given at Mozambique, September 22, 1863, as to the measurement. of the. patacho “ Zsperanga,” 
according to the Law of July 14, Tete = si 

Cumprimento—82 palmos and 1 pol. 

Boca—19 palmos and 1 pol. 

Pontal—10 palmos and pols. 

Tonnage—48,), tons. 





(No. 11.) 


Bona given at Mozambique, June 8, 1858, by Progotamo Ginar, in favoar of Mamad Ally Ussine that the 
“ Eeperanga” shall not be engaged in the Slave ‘I'rade. 


—_———— 


(No. 12.) 


Ship's passport for the “ Esperanga,” of 39 tons; built at Mozambique; owner, Ismael Mamade Faquir ; 
master, Mamade Ali Ussine: both Portuguese subjects. 

Date Mozambique, 2nd June, 1858. isé for Sofalla, 8th and 20th June, 1858; and for Mozambique, 
10th August, 1858, 


a 
Inclosure 3 in No. 117. 
Evidence in the case of the Portuguese Schooner the “ Esperanca.” 


Evidence of Mahomed Ali Hussein, who, being sworn and examined on standing interrogatories, saith :—That 
he was born at Damiio; lives there; that he is married; his family resides at Damio. The owner of the vessel 
appointed him to the command: the owner's name is Ismael Mahomed ; took possession of her at Mozambique; 
has been eight years captain of the ship; she was built at Mozambique; was on board when she was taken; does 
not know why she was taken; she was sailing under Portuguese colours; had no others on board; her name is 
“ Esperanga ;" as long as he was captain (eight years) she was called “ Esperanga,” but does not know what 
she may have been called before. Her tonnage was 39 tons. The number of persons on board was 22, including 
passengers, not including himself; 13 wete saifors, 3 were passengers, and 6 were servants of passengers; the 
sailors were shipped some at Damiio, some at Mozambique; he hired them himself. Part of the cargo was his, 
but he had no ears in the ship; the carge hcionged to the passengers and to others. The passengers were Baba 
Ismael, Daca Lacmon, and Calalchande Ramachande. The passengers were merehants; they were taken on 
board at Sofala, in the month of August this year; they were going to Mozambique. The ship's manifest shows 
the share that each had in the cargo; the ship's voyage was from Mozambique to Sofala and back. After leavin 
Sofala, he touched nowhere ; he first saw the capturing ship between 8 and 9 a.m. on the 6th September; he di 
not atempt to a why should he? The ship went as direct for Mozambique as possible; only anchored 
when necessary. Had one gun on board to fire on festivals. Did not resist capture ; why should he ? The vesseb 
was never sold while he knew her; does not know her value; she had close hatches, none with gratings ; she had 
no divisions but those usual in merchant-vessels; she had uo spare planks on board; there were no shackles on 
board; had @ month's supply of water on board in 3 pipes, 2 small barrels, and 5 casks, equal to I pipe; that is 
the proper quantity for t bid bos she had no other casks or vessels for holding water; there were 3 mess-tubs, 
I for the captain and mate and boatswain, and 2 for the crew, and 4 small pots for eurry ; the servants had pots 
and plates for their masters. There was on board a kitchen divided into two, one side for the captain, the other 
for the crew; it had been so on board since the vessel was built; there was no boiler on board; no bricks or clay 
to enlarge the kitchen. The papers give an account of the cargo; there were no slaves on board; all were free. 

Besides what is on the manifest, had of rice, 5 bags (“ quissapos”); beans, 3 baskets; no farinha of manioc ; 
maize, 3 bags, with fish, fowls, &c.; in all, not more providions than necessary for his erew aod passengers. Had 
on board mats to put under the cargo, which were specified in the manifest ; none used by the crew, except one 
a-piece for sleeping on. The servants of the passengers were not slaves; their names are in the passports. 

The papers are all true and fair. The passport of the ship (shown) is true. The signature to the matricula 
of the captain is in his own handwriting; he has not destroyed any papers. He gave all papers to the captor. 
Does not know of any written agreement as to the ship. Does not know of any insurance for her or the cargo. 
There is no one on Teard who can give him directions as te the ship. After leaving Sofala the cargo was not 


opened. 
onal in: vale: 
Read over before me, : i ) 
(Signed) F. R. Surtees. 





December 13, 1858. 

Manoel.—Cannot speak his ; wears to speak the truth. Does not know his age. Does not know the 
name of the vessel in which he was; did nothing on board; was a «lave on board. e master put him on 
board ; the master’s name was Conde. One was Serpael, the other was Conde (probably master). Was a slave 
(not a servant). Serjeant was his master; Conde was his master, who put him on board. Had a chain round 
his neck. The chain was thrown in the water when they saw the English vessel. When Conde put him on 
board he was still in the hands of Serjeant. The captain threw. the chains overboard. canny saw the 
eaptain throw the chain overboard. Chain thrown overboard in the morning, as soon as they saw the English 
p- Chains upon him; lest he should jump overvoard. They were afraid that he should jump overboard. 
Serjeant pa the porte, powes for his ponent not Conde. No one told him to say here that he was a slave ; 
that he is a native Macoa, and was sold at Quillimane, then at Sofala. When he left Sofala, he was 
ing to Mozambique. The Baas sold him. The man who sold him was not in the ship, Conde was not in 
the ship. Conde and Serjeant are not brothers. oth were his masters. Conde bought me at Quillimane; 
but when Conde bought me Serjeant told his brother I was no slave, and that he got him from Conde. Had no 
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one on board who was his master. There were sérvants on board. There were five. He did nothing on 
board. Besides him there were five. He was the sixth. The other five boys had masters on board. 
Calachande Ramachande was on board ; was one of the black people. Had servants on board: two to clean the 
vessel, and three as saailors. 

Interpreter Maja, in answer to the Court then speaking of servants, said:—He has different words 
for slaves and servants: he calls slaves “morison,” and servants “servidor.” Five men were freemen; was 
not the slave of Cama Chande. Does not know him. Does not know Rama Chande. That five servants of 
Bam because Arabs on board told him so. Is since that he saw on board; he is not as white as a 
Christian, but as white as a Mahomedan. Only saw one. (Asked as to the difference between 
and ) . Only knows was on board. None dressed in trowsers and 
shirts on board. From the to the vessel wore shackles on his neck. The other five servants were also 
dressed, but not the same kind of clothing as the clothes he had on board ship. People on board English ship 
threw his clothes overboard. (Has the same done to clothes of boys.) These they took with them. 
The clothes he has on he got here. ‘The old clothes were thrown away at a country called by the Arabs Jouhara. 
After they were thrown away they gave him new clothes on board the English vessel. They gave him 
nothing else. 

(Signed) MANOEL, >4 his mark. 


Witnesses: 
(Signed) T. W. Tintey. 
C. Smuts. 
Captain of “ Esperanga.”— from Sofala in his vessel, was to a passenger - Brought him on 
He saw him come on board. Had no shackles on, neither on his neck or arms. Had shackles 
on while on board. Does not know when got this boy. He buys and sells goods. He only saw the boy 


when brought on board. No difference between this boy and other servants on board. 
Haisein recalled.—* It is not time.” 


Manoel —Three people saw shackles thrown overboard. Has seen on board. Is certain is 
not his master. His master remained at Sofala. Had no papers of freedom. The captain who gave him his 
victuals was his master there. Obliged no one but the captain. Conde, his master, put shackles on him at his 
house. When he ran away they caught him, and put a chain on him, and marked him on his chest (shows mark), 
about four months ago. Serjenat marked him. 

(Signed) MANOEL, > his mark. 


Haisein recalled.—English gave Manoel clothes and food. He said this man must say he is a slave. When 
first everything all right at Angoxa English captain asked said they were not sleves ; passen- 
gers, and servants, and sailors, that were no slaves. They said all was right. When a came to Mozambique 
Captain Oldfield told the sailors of this man’s vessel to go on shore; but captain on board the 
men gave Manoel victuals and clothes, and told him to say he was a slave ; heart the talk, so the 
language 


Humaaa Ismael, Pilot on board the ‘* Esperanga.”"—Manoel had no shackles; no chain on board the vessel. 
Saw no chains taken from the boy thrown overboard. 


Faquir.— Saw no chains or shackles on Manoel’s neck, though saw him on board; saw none thrown overboard. 
Manoel recalled.—Saw the slave witness in the who saw the shackles thrown overboard. 


Commander Oldfield.—An officer boarded the “ Esperanga” broke put who on 
return from that duty that he had not been able to get the ship's papers, and could not. 





In the business of the Portuguese ship “speranga,” whereof Mamad Ally Ussene is Master, her tackle, st 
furniture, with the goods and merchandize on board, &c., taken and detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” 
whereof Rodolphus ce Oldfield, uire, is Commander, &c. 

Ap pe ly the said jolphus Bryce Oldfield, Commander of Her Majesty's ship “Lyra,” and 
Charles William McConachy, Master's Assistant of Her Majesty‘s said ship, and jointly and severally made oath ; 
and first the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, for himself, saith:—That the said ship “Esperanca” was,on the 6th of 
September last past, boarded by Lieutenant Croke, one of the “ Lyra’s” officers, who returned and cb ay to 
deponent that he had a large quantity of water-casks on board, and a large galley, and that he had failed in his 
endeavours to obtain from her master a list of the crew. Whereupon deponent himself proceeded on board the 
said vessel, to conduct a search personally : that the first thing deponent did was to ask tie said master to produce 
his papers, which, for reasons unknown to deponent, he did not do; that deponent then looked into the master’s 
bunk, and saw the ship’s papers lying on his bed, when deponent pointed to them; and the said master, making no 
further objection, de t took them up and opened them ; that deponent then mustered the crew and passengers, 
and having Teupensel tosal, proceeded to search the hold, where he foand five large and nine small casks, with staves 
and hoops sufficient to construct two more of the latter description; that, finding that these casks would hold three 
times the quantity of water sufficient for the necessity of the suid vessel as a merchant-vessel, deponent, through a 
Portuguese interpreter, informed the said master thereof; and pointing out at the same time Article IX of the 
Slave Treaty, further informed him that unless he produced a certificate for these casks, according to the Treaty, or 
otherwise satisfactorily accounted for them, it would be deponent’s duty to detain him; that the said master, not 
producing such certificate, nor giving any explanation’ whatever, and depowent having further discovered that the 
said vessel had a galley, or , of an unusual size, and larger than requisite for the use of the crew of 
the vessel as a merchant-vessel, ined the said ship; that du the following three days the deponent 
was engaged in an expedition up the Angoxa river, and on his return had the crew, passengers, and alleged domestic 
servants, from the “ Esperanca,” mustered on board the “ »” when the negro boy, Manoel, voluutarily stated 
that he was a‘slave, and had been brought on board the “ eranga” in irons, which' were only removed and 
thrown overboard: on the a of the boat which carried Lieutenant Croke; and deponent further saith that 
there is‘no man‘ on board the “ Lyra” belonging to that vessel who speaks the Macow (ur Maqua) language, nor 
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was there ever any such so long as the said vessel has been under the command of deponent; that the only persons 

os that language who have been on board the ‘‘ Lyra” have been Arabs, belonging to the crews of several 

dhows lately captured by the “ Lyra,” and who could have no reason or inducement to hold any such conversation 

with the said boy, Manoel, as stated by the said Mahmad Ally Ussene in his examination before this honourable 

peng . which conversation deponent wholly believes and considers to be a gross fabrication of the said Mahmad 
ly Ussene. 

And the said Charles William McConachy, for himself, saith, that on the 10th day of December last past he 
searched the bag of flags belonging to the “ Esperanca,” and found, besides the Portuguese flag, a French cnsign 
and two Johanna flags—one the merchant's ensign, the other the flag flown only by vessels belonging to the Sultan 
of Johanna—which two last-mentioned flags he hath ready to be produced in this honourable Court. 

(Signed) R, B. OLDFIELD. 
C. W. Mc CONACHY. 


On this 17th day of December, 1858, the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield and Charles William McConachy 
were duly sworn to the truth of this affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Geo. Frere. 


In the business of the Portuguese ship “ Esperunga,” whereof Mahmad Aly Ussene is master, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, with the goods and merchandize on board, taken and detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
whereof Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, is commander. 

Appeared personally, Thomas Alexis de Wahl, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's ship ‘* Lyra,” whereof Rodolphus 
Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, is commander, and made oath, that on or about the 11th, 12th, and 13th days of November 
last past, this deponent assisted to examine and search the cargo and stores on board of the Portuguese vessel 
“ Esperanca,” whereof Mahmad Aly Ussene is master, then lying in Mozambique harbour, and found, inter alia, 
3 large casks, 2 butts, wine barrels, and a quautity of staves and hoops, sufficient to make 2 barrels more. And 
deponent saith that the said casks, butis, and barrels would, altogether, hold upwards of 1,100 gallons of water, a 
quantity of water far more than was sufficient for a vessel of the tonnage of the “ Esperanga,” and three times 
greater than the quantity necessary for the voyage in which she was engaged, if engaged as a merchant-vessel. 

That deponent also saw and examined the galley or cooking-range of the said vessel “ Esperanga,” and 
found it capacious enough to cook soon [sic] for about 50 people at one time, the said range being fully 4 feet in 
length. 

And deponent lastly saith, that his estimate of the quantity of water which the afore-mentioned 
casks, butts, and barrels would contain is formed not mereiy in deponent’s knowledge and experience, but 
on the opinion expressed to deponent by the Portuguese officers who assisted him to make search of the 


“ E'speranga.” 
(Signed) THOS. A. DE WAHL, Jieutenant, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 


On this 15th day of December, 1858, the said Thomas Alexis de Wahl was duly sworn to the truth of the 
aforegoing affidavit. 
Before me, 


(Signed) Geo. Frere. 





In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In the business of the Portuguese schooner or vessel called the “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene 
is master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same, taken 
and seized by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and left at Mozambique. 

Appeared personally, the said Mamad Aly Ussene, and made oath— 

That he is a subject of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, and was the master of the said 
schooner or vessel! “* Esperance, at the time of the seizure thereof by Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commander ; that the said schooner or vessel was so seized on the 6th day of 
September last, whilst in the prosecution of a lawful voyage from Mozambique to Sofala, and from thence to 
Mozambique, towards which last-mentioned place she was praesent at the time of the said seizure; that she had 
then on board a cargo consisting of elephants’ tusks, and other lawful merctandize and goods, specified in the 
manifest and bills of lading, delivered by this deponent, together with the other papers and documents relating to 
the said vessel, to the captors, and now remaining in this honourable Court, and to which the deponent craves 
leave to refer, for the particulars of the same and the shipment thereof. That Ismael Amad, a subject of His 
Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, was, at the time of the said seizure, and now is, the true, lawful, and 
sole owner of the said schooner or vessel, her tackle, apparel, furniture, and appurtenances; and that, Calachande 
Ramachande, Daca Lacman, Jamie Assane, Caetane Peidad, Theodora Arajo Roza, and this deponent, are the 
owners of the cargo. g 

And this deponent further saith, that he had on board the said vessel, at the time of the seizure thereof, 
200 Spanish dollars, and a chest containing his clothes and goods, the sole property of this a see that there 
were also on board the said vessel, at the time of the seizure aforesaid, 700 Spanish dollars, roperty of the 
said Daca Lacmad, Calachande Ramachande, and Bava Ismael, and 1 ish dollars, a compasses, 
three charts, and certain clothes, the prarerty ofthe pilot of the said vessel, and 60 dollars belonging to the 
boatswain, all‘of which were taken possession of by the persons by whom she was boarded as aforesaid. 

And the deponent further maketh oath, that he verily believes the said schooner or vessel, and cargo, are not 
liable to forfeiture under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression 
of the Traffic in Slaves. | \ 

And he further maketh oath, that no person or persons other than the s before mentioned, have any 
right, title, or interest in the said vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, gooks, wares, and merchandise, on board 
the same, at the time of the capture and seizure Ehereot, sod that he is duly authorised to make the claim 


\ % ‘ 
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hereunto annexed, and that the same is a true and just claim, and that he shall be able to make due proof 
(Signed in Arabic.) 
On the 17th day of December, 1858, the said Mahmad Aly Ussene was duly sworn to the truth of the 
affidavit, and of the claim hereto annexed. 


(Signed) At. Duprat. 


In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In the business of the Portuguese schooner or vessel called the “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene 
is master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same, taken 
and seized by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” and left at Mozambique. 

The claim of the said Mamad Aly Ussene, the master of the said schooner or vessel, a subject of His 
Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, for the said schooner or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
goods, wares, and merchandize, or the value thereof, as the property of Ismael Amad, the owner of the said 
vessel, and of Calachande Ramachande, Daca Lacman, Bava Ismael, Jamie Assane, Caetane Peidad, Theodora 
a. Roza, and the said Mamad Aly Ussene, the owners of the said cargo; and as protected hy the Treaty 
or Convention between Her Britannic Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, dated the 3rd of July, 1842; 
and the claim of the said Mamad Alv Ussene for 200 Spanish dollars, and a chest containing his goods and 
clothes, the sole property of the said Mamad Ussene; and also of 700 Spanish dollars, the property of the said 
Daca Lasman, Calachande Ramachande, and Bava Ismael ; and for 150 Spanish dollars, and a compasses, 
three charts, and certsin clothes, the property of the pilot of the said vessel, and 60 dollars belonging to the 
boatswain ; and for all costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expenses which have arisen, or shall or 
may arise, by reason of the capture and detention of the said vessel and her cargo as aforesaid. 

(Signed in Arabic.) 


Dated at Cape Town, this 17th day of December, 1858. 
Before me, 
(Signed) At. Durrat. 


In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In the business of the Portuguese schooner or vessel called the “ Esperanga,” whereof Mamad Aly Ussene 
is master, her tackle. apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize, on board the same, taken 
and seized by Her Britannic Majesty's ship * Lyra,” and left at Mozambique. 

Appeared personally, the said Mamad Aly Ussene; made oath that when the said schoouer or vessel was 
boarded, on the 6th day of September last, by one of the officers of Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” he did 
not withhold, or attempt to withhold, a list of the crew of the said schooner, or any of her papers, from the said 
officer. That this deponent delivered the papers of the said schooner to the said officer, amongst which papers is 
a list of the crew of the said vessel ; but the said officer returned the said papers to this deponent, and afterwards 
returned to the said ship ‘ Lyra.” 

That when the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield subsequently came on board the said vessel, this deponent did 
not refuse to deliver the said papers to him, but, on the contrary, as soon as deponent was asked for the said 
papers, he delivered the same to the said Rodolphus [ryce Oldfield. 

And this deponent further saith, that he had on board the said vessel only 3 pipes, 2 small barrels, and 5 
(the 5 being equal to one pipe) for the purpose of containing water; that one of the said casks had fallen to 
pieces, and was in shooks at the time the said vessel was boarded, and the said shooks are some of those which 
were seen by the said officer; that there were, therefore, only 9 casks or vessels altogether which were fit for 
holding water for the said vessel, and which had aetually contained water during the said voyage. 

And this deponent further saith, that the same were not more than were sufficient for the use of the said vessel 
as a merchant-vessel on such a voyage as that on which she was engaged; that, so far from there being too much 
water on board, deponent considered it necessary to request some for the use of the said schooner from the persons 
belonging to the said ship “ Lyra” when they came on board ; that there were also on board the said vessel 5 old 
casks in which gunpowder had been stowed ; that the said gunpowder having been sold at Sofala, the said casks 
were on board the said schooner at the time of her seizure for the purpose of .being taken back to Mozambique, 
in order that they might be re-stowed with gunpowder; that the said casks accordingly formed part of the cargo 
of the said schooner, and are mentioned in the ship's papers as deponent verily believes, and the same were never 
used, nor intended to be used, for the purpose of holding water for the use of the said vessel. 

And deponent further saith, that the said gunpowder-casks are the casks referred tu in the affidavits of the 
said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield and Thomas Alexis de Wahl, sworn in this case, as being water-casks for the 
use of the said vessel, as this deponent verily believes. | 

And this deponent further saith, that the inside of the cooking-place in the said schooner was not more than 
8 feet in length, and was not larger than necessary for the use of the said vessel as 1 merchant-vessel ; that there 
weré no bricks or material on board for the purpose of enlarging the said cooking-place, and the same was never 
enlarged during the time deponent has had the command of the vessel, a period of eight years. 

And this deponent further saith, that the man on-board the ‘;Lyra,” who told the boy Manuel to say 
he was a stave, and had shackles on, was a Macos. That he was a person taker from ome of the vessels seized 
by the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield.' And this deponent distinctly heard the said person tell the said Manuel 
to say he had been a slave, and had shackles on. ; 

‘And this deponent further saith, that he had no other national flag on board than the Portnguese flag. That 
the flags referred to by the said Thomas Alexis de Wahl as having been on board the said schooner, were used 
only by deponent for the purpose of being heisted on days of rejoicing, and never were, or intended to be, used 


for aby illegal ‘ 
eee (Signed in Arabic) MAMAD ALY USSENE. . 


On the 17th day of December, 1858, the said Mamad Aly Ussene was duly sworn to the truth of thie 
affidavit. , 


Before me, 
(Signed) _ An. Duprat, Commissioner. 
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In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Portuguese ship ‘* Esperanga,” Mamad Aly Ussine master. 

Appeared personally, Seliman, pilot of the said schooner “ Esperanga,” and Fakier, boatswain, and jointly 
and severally made oath :— 

That they are well acquainted with the Macoa language. That during the voyage of Her Britannic Majesty's 
- ship * Lyra” from Mozambique to the Cape of Good Hope, these deponents, who were then on board the said 
ship, heard a person who spoke the Macoa language, tell the boy Manuel, whom deponent has seen in this Court, 
to say that he, the said Manuel, had been a slave, and had been in shackles when he was in the said schooner 
“ Esperanca.” 

On this 17th day of December the said Seliman and Fakier were duly severally sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 

Before me, 
(Signed) At. Duprar. 


Evidence of Henry Anderson, who being sworn, maketh oath, and saith :— 

Is able seaman on board Her Majesty's ship ‘* Lyra.” ilas been twenty-one years at sea. Knows the 
“ Esperanga.” Has been on board of her. Knows what casks she had. Had five large ones and two smaller, 
and eight small ones besides (total thirteen). Saw shackles in the hold, three casks of shooks, and several lying 
loose. Can judge what casks would held: large would hold 250 gallons; the two others would hold about a 
tun ; other casks would hold 36 gallons each; shooks would make a 36-galion cask; and there were staves belong- 
ing to a larger cask. Was very little water when we went on board; it was all mud. There was some 
water in the ‘large leaguer ; does not know how much, Casks were water-casks (all to hold liquid). Knows in 
what casks gunpowder is usually stowed. None of the casks were such, ‘Three casks would each hold 220 
gallons. 
7 (To Reid.J\—Casks were all lying together, stowed in the hold, none on deck. Swears there 
had been gunpowder in any of the casks (thirteen). Saw a difference in the make of the casks, two had 


and others small at the end If casks were full there would be too much 
water by half. All casks had wom hoops. Eleven casks were all the same make. Overhauled all the casks. 
Two large ones had so that they could water if they choose. Does not know how 
much water there was. Did not casks. Knows what a cask is. Water in casks was 


muddy. 

(To Fairbridge.)—Casks never had gunpowder; three had had brandy. Casks were not made for gun- 
powder. Gunpowder casks are close-hooped; some are wood and some copper. All casks on board had iron 
hoops. Swears casks were not constructed for gunpowder. 

(Signed) HENRY ANDERSON. 
Read over before me, 
(Signed) F. R. Surtees. 





In the Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Portuguese schooner or vessel “ Z¢yperanga,” Mamad Aly Ussene master. 

Appeared personally, Johannes Adriaan Smuts, of Cape Town, sworn translator in the Dutch and English 
languages; Kalamim, of Cape Town, interpreter in the Arabic, Moorish, and Dutch languages; and the above- 
mentioned Mamad Aly Ussene, master of the said schooner or vessel ** Experanga,” and jointly and severally 
made oath :— 

And first the said Kalamim, for himself, saith, that on the 17th day of December instant he interpreted 
between the said Mamad Ali Ussene and the said Johannes Adriaan Smuts, when the affidavit sworn by the said 
Mamad Ali Ussene was drawn, and when the same was subsequently read over and interpreted to him. 

And this deponent further saith, in reference to the five casks mentioned in the said affidavit as having contained 
gunpowder, that during the said interpretation this deponent, through error, understood the said Mamad Ali 
Ussene to use the Moorish word “ daroe”’ for gunpowder, instead of brandy or spirituous liquor, the said Moorish 
word signifying in that language either gunpowder or spirituous liquor ; and that in interpreting the same to the 
raid Johannes Adriaan Smuts, he, this deponent, used the Dutch word ‘kruid” for gunpowder, believing that the 
said Mamad Ali Ussene meant gunpowder when he used the aforesaid Moorish word, whereas this deponent hath 
discovered from subsequent conversation with the said Mamad Ali Ussene, that when he used the aforesaid 
Moorish word, he meant brandy or spirituons liquor. 

And this deponent further saith, that immediately after he discovered the said error, he informed the said 
Johannes Adriaan Smuts thereof. 

Andt he said Johannes Adriaan Smuts for himself, saith, that the said Kalamin during the interpretation 
aforesaid, used the Dutch word “ kruid” for gunpower, and that in interpreting the same into English, he used the 
word “ gunpowder,” which was accordingly inserted in the said affidavit, 

And the said Mamad Ali Ussene for himself, saith, that when he used the aforesaid Moorish word, in speak- 
ing to the said Kalamim, he meant brandy or spirituous liquor. 

(Signed) C. J. A. SMUTS. 


On this the 21st day of December, 1858, the within-named deponents were duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) At. Duprat, Commissioner. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 117. 
Opinion of the British Commissioner. 


IN giving the judgment of the Court upon this case, I may confine my observations to one point, namely, 
the casks or other vessels on board for containing liquid. 
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There were, according to the papers, 3 pipes, which we know from official tables, contain 140 gallons each; 
2 quarter-casks, 35 gallons each; 5 barrels, judging from the value given in the inventory (about 4s. 6d.) at 
10 gallons each; with these the vessel might have carried 540 gallons of water, or hardly sufficient for twenty 
days for her crew of upwards of twenty persons, and certainly, therefore, not an unreasonable: quantity on a 
voyage which may sometimes last a-month ; and I do not consider that the presence of the empty casks in the 
hold, which are described in the inventory made at Mozambique, and on the cockets, as empty barrels, valued 
at 3 milreis (about 4s. 6d. each), constitute a breach of Section 6 of Article IX of the Treaty. Their presence 
does not seem to have been considered extraordinary by the captor, and is not stated as a ground of capture in 
any of the certificates or declarations made at the time of seizure. 

I may add, that if casks in extraordinary number were on board a vessel, I should require a specific 
certificate uf bond having been given for their employment in lawful commerce, as required by the Treaty, over 
and above the general bond required by the laws of Portugal for the legal employment of the vessel. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 117. 
Opinion of the Portuguese Commissioner. 


IN the case of the “Esperangu,” seized by Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” on the Mozambique coast, 
on the 16th day of September last, in latitude 16° 18 south, and longitude 39° 55’ east of Greenwich. according 
to the captor’s affidavit, | am of opinion that no evidence whatever has been adduced proving the “ Esperanga” 
to have been either engaged in the Slave Trade, or under the slightest suspicion of carrying on that trade, 
I consider the whole of the ship's papers produced before this Court to be quite satisfactory, as well as every 
thing else. Also I must declare that I take this opportunity to say, that the stipulations of the Treaty between 
Portugal and England for the abolition of the Slave Trade have not been complied with by the captors in 
the following Articles; 2nd of the Treaty, 4th disposition; 5th ditto; 2 of 3 ditto and 4 ditto. I am 
of opinion, therefore, that the “ Esperanca" is not a lawful prize, because, with regard to the number of casks 
(the only allegation of the captors), they have failed to prove the 4th disposition of Article II of the Treaty, in 
which it is said, that when there is an extraordinary number of water-casks, or other vessels for holding liquids, 
they must produce then a certificate from the Custom-house from which they cleared outwards, stating that 
such extra quantity of casks should only be used for palm oil. And it would have been impossible that the 
ship's papers would declare that the five empty barrels were for palm oil, &c., not ps because their size 
must have been very small, if we consider their valuation taken in Mozambique being only a dollar each, but 
although, notwithstanding the master's declaration, (because, even were I to agree that they were for containing 
water, in consequence of the other casks not containing nearly, in my opinion, sufficient water for the Arabian 
crew, passengers, and their servants in such an uncertain voyage as regards time), the fact is, that even if they 
had the five empty barrels filled with water, which they had not, the whole of the casks or other vessels on board 
would not have been enough, and could not have been termed or considered an extraordinary number of water- 
casks, or other vessels for holding liquid. Moreover, the Portuguese vessel “ Esperanga "had so little water 
that her master had to ask the captain of the “Lyra” for water for his crew and passengers, having only 
enough for one day, after a voyage of twenty-three days. 1 am, therefore, of opinion that the * Fsperanga ’ 
is not a lawful prize to Her Britannic Majesty's cruizer “ Lyra,” and that the owners, crew, and passengers, 
should be fully indemnified for all their losses, demurrage, and expenses, from the day of her detention by 
Her Britannic Majesty's cruizer “ Lyra,” until the day of their arrival at the port at which the ship now lies. 
During the last three months it has been my duty as His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner to inquire into 
the proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty's cruizers in three cases brought before this Court: the “ Flor de 
Mogambique,” the “ Fatte Mabruque,” and the “ Esperanga,” and, L must say, it has pained me to learn the 
manner in which the Ireaty has been observed, and the suspected have been treated, in contravention of the 
above said Articles and Dispositions, especially the ‘Treaty in Article II of Annex A, directing that the search 
shall be conducted in the mildest manner, and with every attention which ought to be observed between friendly 
nations, in accordance to Article VIII of Treaty. It will be my duty, when announcing to my own Giovernment, 
to call their attention to this disregard of important matters of the Treaty, and to beg that the British Govern- 
ment may be urged to enforce a stricter attention in future to the said ‘Treaty, by their naval officers cruizing on 


the Atrican coast. 
(Signed) AL. DUPRAT, Commissioner. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 117. 
Sentence. 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, 
December 28, 1858. 


Before George Frere, Esq., and the Chevalier Duprat. 


Present: 
F. R. Surtees, Esq. Senhor F. T. Valdez. 
~ W. T. Smith, Esq., Acting Registrar. 


Mr. Advocate Denyssen, for the claimant, prayed the claim given by him to be admitted; and the said 
ship, cargo, and stores, or their value, be restored as claimed, with costs, damages, and expenses. 
The Attorney-General, for the captors, prayed the said claim for costs, damages, and expenses, be rejected. 
The Commissioners, having heard the same claim and proofs read, admitted the said claim; pronounced 
the said vessel “ Esperanga,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize laden 
therein, or their value, to belong as claimed ; and, conformably to the provisions of the Treaty, decreed the 
same, or their value, to be restored to the claimant for the use of the owner and proprietor thereof, together 
with the costs, damages, and expenses incurréd in consequence of the said seizure; and referred it to the 
Registrar, to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Commission. . 
(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITII, Acting Registrar. 
aaa 


Crass A. 
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No. 118. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 29.5 
(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, February 5, 1859. 


WITH reference to our despatch No. 8 of the 24th January, reporting the 
restoration of the Portuguese launch ‘“ Fatte Mabrugue,” we have now the honour 
to lay before your Lordship our report of the second part of the case of that vessel, 
with copies of the claim, and the Reyistrar’s Report thereon; and of the Decree 
pronounced this day, by which the captor was adjudged to pay to the claimant the 
sum of 2,568$020, together with costs of suit, amounting to the sum of 371. 7s. 4d. 

In transmitting these papers to your Lordship, we beg to report that, in former 
cases of vessels restored by Decree of this Mixed Commission, the damages have 
been estimated in sterling money of Great Britain, owing, probably, to the Regis- 
trar’s having taken the proceedings of the Mixed Courts at Sierra Leone as a 

ide; but that the attentton of the Commissioners having been drawn to the fact 
that, by the Treaty of July 1842 (Annex B, Article VII), it is stipulated that the 
amount of indemnification shall be calculated in the money of the country to which 
the vessel belongs, and liquidated at the exchange current at the time of the award, 
they directed the Acting Registrar to adhere to this rule in the present and in any 


future cases. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES.. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 118. , 
Report of the second part of the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Fatte Mabruque’ (alias “ Emalada”). 


ON the 23rd of December, 1858, the Commissioners decreed that this vessel, her cargo, and stores, belonged 
as claimed, and that their value should be restored to the claimant, together with costs, damages, and expenses, 
incurred in consequence of the reizure, and referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof. 

On the 31st of December, a detailed claim was brought in and sworn to, by which the amount of loss set 
forth was 6,816.4 870. 

On the 13th January, 1859, the Registrar brought in his Report, by which the amount claimed was reduced 
to the sum of 1,69847940. 

By direction of the Commissioners this Report was amended in respect to the value of the vessel, which was 
increased from 67547000 to 1,2124/750: in respect to ship's stores, increased from 72¥30U io 1047000: in 
= to value of cargo, which was diminished from 17047170 to 154/700, being the amount shown by the 
ship’s rs. 

e Ae sal to the value of clothes and other property belonging to the master and crew lost when the vessel 
was wrecked, the Registrar's Report was confirmed; but on this item a difference of opinion arose between the 
Commissioners. The Portuguese Commissioner was of opinion that three sailors who had deserted from the 
vessel at Mozambique should be allowed, to claim for their clothes. and Li ap as. it was by the fault of the 
captor that they had had an opportunity of making their escape. The British Commissioner considered that by 
voluntarily deserting the vessel these men lost all right to appear, or to be represented as claimants before the 
Court. Recourse was, therefore, had to arbitration, and the lot falling upon the Portuguese Arbitrator, that 

tleman took the opinions. of the two Commissioners into consideration. 

Qn the 17th of January, however, when the Commission met to receive his decision, the Portuguese Commis- 
sioner stated that he no longer disagreed with his British colleague; and the Registrar’s Report, disallowing the 
claim made on behalf of the three seaman, Fara, Fome, and Cacargy, was confirmed. 

« On the 14th of January, the claim for money and personal property belonging to others of the erew who were: 
before the Court was allowed, and the Registrar’s Report awarding 22447000 was confirmed, this item not being 
disputed. by the captors. 

On the 17th the Report was also ordered to be confirmed in respect to disallowing a claim for 2,81047000 for 
loss of use of the vessel and freight, which might have been. earned between the time-of her detention (16th August, 
1858) to:the probable date of the return of the claimants to Mozambique, fixed at the 1st of March, 1859, or 
sixty-seven days afier sentence, which was pronounced on the 23rd December. This claim had been strongly. 
insisted on by the Portuguese Commissioner, and, on the dissent of the British Commissioner, was referred to: 
the Portuguese arbitrator, but was uitimately disposed of by unanimous agreement of the three Judges to confirm 
the Registrar's Report, disallawing the item. 

In respect to. wages, the Registrar's Report was ordered to, be amended for the captain from 664000 to 
105, the sum claimed ; and for expenses of maintenance for two months from tle date of sentence, 5047000; 
for Munumbie, from 4447000. to 70. , with 408000 for subsistence; for Uucate, from 2047000 to 3547000, 
with 203000 for sub-istence ; and the same amounts for lraca ana Jaduca, the other two seamen before the 
Court; the item for Fara, who ran at Mozambique, being disallowed, 

The Registrar's Report was also amended in respect ta. passage-money to Mozambique, for the captain and 
his four men. from 19847000 to 25047000, that being the amount actually charged for the service. 

‘And the claimant's costs of suit.were taxed at 232870, with 84/700 for the costs of the award—in all, 


24137670, 
aN result of these amendments reduced the amount originally claimed, viz., 6,81647870 to 2,568.4/020. 
Qn the 28th of January, copies ‘of the amendsd Report were handed to: the parties in the suit. “On the 4thof 
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February some observations were presented by the captor, who objected to the valuation of the vessel, as greater 
than she was entitled to; but on this point the Commissioners were satisfied with the correctness of their decision. 
The captor also objected to the dollar being valued at 4s. 6d.; but it was pointed out to him that by the Treaty, 
Article VII, Annex B, the amount of indemnification had been calculated in the money of the country to which the 
vessel belonged, and would be liquidated at the exchange current at the time of the award. And on the Sth of 
February the Court pronounced the formal decree, by which the captor was ordered to pay to the claimant the sum 
of 2,56847020, together with the costs of suit, amounting to the sum of £37 7s. 4d. 
Cape Town, February 5, 1859. 
; (Signed) GEO. FRERE. 


FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 118. 
Award, 


Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, 
February 5, 1859. 


Before George Frere, Esq., and the Chevasier Duprat. 


Present : 
F. R. Surtees, Eaq. W. Tasker Smith, Esq., Acting Registrar. 


THE amended Report of the Acting Registrar, in this case, having been brought up and read:— 

The Court now confirms the same ; that is to say, so much therein as the :icting Registrar stated his opinion 
that the claimant was entitled to for the ship, her tackle, equipment, and stores, 1,222 milreis 750 reis; so much 
therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for all freights due and 
payable, 25 milreis; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, 
for value of the cargo and merchandize, 154 milreis 700 reis; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his 
opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for the value of cash, valuables, and clothing, 244 milreis ; so much 
therein as the Acting Registrar stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for wages and subsistence, 
430 milreis ; so much therein as the Acting Rarktenr stated his opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for his 
Proctor’s taxed bill of costs, 537. 13s., or 241 milreis 570 reis; so much therein as the Acting Registrar stated his 
opinion that the claimant was entitled to, for yorenes back to Mozambique, rendered necessary by the vessel 
having been lost, 250 milreis ; making together the sum of 2,568 milreis 20 reis. 

The Court, therefore, doth award and decree, that the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commander of 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” the captor in this case, do pay to the said claimant, Amade, or his lawful 
attorney or attorneys, for his use absolutely, the sum of 2,568 milreis and 20 reis: and further doth award and 
decree, that the said Rodolphus Bryce Oldfield, Esquire, commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship ‘‘ Lyra,” do 
pay the costs in this suit, amounting to the sum of 37/. 7s. 4d. sterling. 

(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 


I certify the above to be a true extract from the records of the Mixed British and Portugueee Commis- 
sion, in faith and testimony whereof I sign these presents, and affix thereto the seal of the said Mixed 
Commission. 

(L.S.) (Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Registrar. 

Cape Town, February 19, 1859. 


I hereby certify that I have this day received from Captain Oldfield a cheque for 37/. 7s. 4d., being the 
amount of costs in the above suit. 





(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH Acting Registrar. 
Cape Town, February 19, 1859. 
: Inclosure 3 in No. 118. 
? Report. 


To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissioners named in the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 


Whereas by your Deeree of the 23rd of December last, you pronounced the said ship, cargo, and stores to 
have belonged as claimed, and decreed that the value of the same should be restored to the claimant, for the use 
of the owner and proprietor thereof, with costs, , and expenses, and referred the consideration of such 
costs, damages, and expenses to your i 3 and on the 31st day of December following, you referred an 
account, brought in on behalf of the claimants, of the costs, damages, and expenses, to report thereon: and 
whereas sch Naport was made on the 13th of January, 1859, and on the same day, the 14th, and the 17th, 
directed tp be amended, in accordance with the decision of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner, His Most 
ne I isjenty's Sessenplonnes oF Most reset Majesty's icone’ ieiceiga by lot; — _— 

ow I do most bhumb! rt having taken the same, together with what was urged by the parties an 
their agents, on both dik ese conulderstion. t am of opinion that the claimant is entitled, under the said Decree 
of the 23rd of December last, to the several sums mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed, amounting to the 
sum of 2,56847020. 
All which is humbly submited by 


(Signed) WM. TASKER SMITH, Acting Regist ar, 
Cape Town, January 20, 1859. , 


So 


T 2 





Mo CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Scarpute of Amount awarded. 


Amount 
Amount Amended 
allowed by 
claimed. Registrar. Amounts. 
Milreis. Milzeis. Milreis. 
Item No. 1. 


Claimed for costs of suit allowed, as taxed by the Registrar, by decision of 
the Mixed Commission, January 13, 1859 ¢plus 8700 supplementary | 


account), or, in English money 53/. 13s. 232$870 | 2329870 232¢870 


Item No. 2. 
Claimed for the value of the ship, her tackle, equipment, and stores, viz. :-- 
For the value of the ship, tackle, apparel, and furniture 2,250 000 


As in the case of the “ Flor de Mogambique,” the loss of this 
vessel “ Fatte Mabruqwe” entails some difficulty in minutely assessing 
her value, but the following particulars, gathered from the ship's 
papers, and the evidence, have assisted in facilitating the matter. 
The vessel was registered in 1856, by the captor's measurement. 
She was 77% tons English. In the evidence of the captor, Decem- 
ber 10, she is described as having a small poop and forecastle (the 
space between being honsed-in with matting), and a ledge inside, all 
round the waist, and Amade, the master, deposes, that the boat 
was open ; the fore part decked ; the middle open, and no bulwarks ; 
and afterwards stated, that she had coir cables and rigging, and 
totton sails ; bottom covered with chunam, but that copper bolts were 
used. Upon consulting with the Marshal, and referring him to the 
description, tonnage, and age of the vessel, he was of opinion that 
675 milreis would be a fair compensation for the vessel, her tackle,. 
apparel, and furniture, seeing that she had no boat, that this class of 
open vessels is very primitively constructed, and provided with few 
or no ship's stores, and much inferior to such a dhow as the “ Flor 
de Mocambique” (though the master's claim is for a sum not far 
inferior), I may here mention, that 1 have the opinion of a gentleman 
who lately visited the whole of the East Coast, that the hulls of these 
a dhows are frequently sewn together, without a bolt or nail in 
ir construction. 
In the opinion of the Marshal, as to the value of the vessel, 
in Oldfield coincides, altho: he was not, and is net now, I 
believe, aware of the sum fixed by Mr. Tinley. 
The captor’s valuation made before me, having reference to this 
elaim, 2,250 milreis for vessel, &c., is as follows: “‘ The vessel might 
be replaced for 150/., being old, both in hull and rigging, broken back, 
and would not be considered seaworthy in the ish Channel, 
though in the Mozambique she might have coasted for the next ten 
years.” The sails were old, except the jib; no stores were observed, 
except 20 to 30 of cotton canvas (new). Taking this coinci- 
.dence into consideration, and, also, that the master has, in' my 
opinion, claimed very exaggerated prices for the articles on board as 
cargo, as will appear hereafter, and, consequently, is most likely to 
have claimed a corresponding price for his lost vessel, I am of opinion 
that 675-milreis, as recommended by the Marshal, is an ample sum 
for the bout, her tackle, apparel, and furniture. . és wa = ae 675 000 
Ordered, by decision of the Mixed Commission, January 13, 
1859,.to be amended to 32. 10s. or 1547750 per ton, English measure- J 
ment, the Commissioners referring to the case of the “Flor de 
igue,” and finding that the value of that vessel was settled at 
5/..10a per ton, English measurement’; and that, in the opinion of the 
Sibiaal 4 Uatetion WO SE: pot’ ton in respect. to whdecied vesetls, 
would be a fair difference, to adopt the above values, i. ¢., for 
decked vessels, 57. 10a, for undecked ditto, 3%. 10s. ton, for | ~ 
vessels up to 120 tons, in in. the rate as the Schedule of ° 
Demurrage,. settled by Article VII, Annex B, to the Treaty, as a 
for the Mixed Commission im estimating the value of vessels in 
cases in which the Court has no opportunity of ascertaining the 


sume by survey. 
In obedience to the above decision, I aliow 3/ 10s. per ton, or 


154750, for 77 tons, se 
tf the ay 


ie ‘ aR i .. | 1,212 750 
ind sterling at 447500, that being the: present 


© Gbagerice (allowed)... eee es et = 8 000! 8.00 3 000 
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Schedule of Amount awarded—continued. 





6. 1 bag flour .. 23000 
800 reis was the price current at “Mozambique, in August last, 
as per “ Boletim do Governo-General da Provincia de Mozambique.” 
I can therefore only allow oe 800 
Ordered, by decision of the 18th January, to be ‘amended to the 
su mclaimed, the bag containing 2 or 3 panjas. I therefore award . ne Se 2 000 
c. 1 bag sweet potatoes . we 3 000 
T have no quotation in the “ Boletim,” therefore I allow this. oe 3 000 3 000 
d. 1 bag maize .. 2 000 
500 reis was the price current at, Mozambique i in August lst, 
per panja, I therefore allow es as 500 
Ordered, by decision of 13th January, to be amended to the sum 
claimed, the bag containing 2 or 3 panjas, I therefore award os aie 2 000 
All these stores were sworn to in the master’s evidence of Decem- 
ber 7, 1858, and the captor did not raise any objections to me as to 
the prices allowed in my first report. 


Item No. 3. 


Claimed for loss of freight on cargo 25 000 

The master has sworn that Kalamadas told him he was to get 

25 dollars for freight from one Abdol, at Madagascar, ang that he 

was instructed to buy stores with the money. The master’s claim 

also mentions these 25 dollars as due for freight. I would, however, 

submit, that Amade having placed such high prices upon ‘the goods 

on board as cargo, it is not improbable that the freight may also have 

been increased in the claim beyond what he really is entitled to; but 

as the master has sworn to this claim, and as Be is no rebutting 

evidence, I beg to refer this item to the Commissioners, whether it 

shall be allowed to stand, or a modified sum granted. : 
Ordered, the sum claimed to be allowed, oy decision of Janu- 

ary 13, 1859. I therefore award ¥ mr ne 25 000 


Item No. 4. 


Claimed for cargo on board at time of capture, viz. :— 
a. 1 bale American cotton ; 100 000 | 
This bale of cotton appears on the manifest as containing 25 pieces 
of unbleached cotton (“A Rireive cru”), and is there valued at 5847800. 
I was informed by the claimant’s proctor, when I pointed out to him 
the great discrepancy between the price claimed and that on the 
manifest, that "the assumed value was calculated by the Portuguese 
Consul as the probable value of the goods st Madagascar. This 
valuation does not seem to me reasonable, and 1 submit that 10 per 
cent. additional on the value at Mozambique, will be just and fair, 
especially as the Treaty provides that all charges and expenses payable 
upon the “ale of such cargo, including commission of sale, be 
deducted from the value of the cargo of merchandise.”—Article VII, | 


Annex B. I therefore allow .. au 64 680 

Ordered, by decision of the Commission, to be amended to the 4 
value set forth in the ship’s papers. I therefore allow , ait és 58 800 
6. Claimed for 2 cases of goods c ..| 246 000 


These two cases contained, one, ‘empty bottler; the other, 
hats, hardware, &c.; they are valued in the manifest at 959900. 
For the same reasons as those I have adduced with regard to the ‘ast 
item, I submit that 10 ad cent. additional on the value at ieatw- 


bique is ample, say . we 105 490 | 
Ordered, by decision of the Commission, January 18, ‘0 be 
amended to the value set forth in the ship's papers. I therefere allow E ee i 95 900 
e. Claimed for i%bag of dates .. : 7 000 
Ido not see any mention of this en the wanifest; I cannot, 
therefore allow it. 
Item No. 5. 


Claimed for value of clothes and valuables on board, vis-:— 
Claimed for the value of clothes and boxes on board at'the time the | 
vessel was wrecked, belonging to seven sailors, vis. >— 
a. Fara .. 48 000. 
The master’s explanation of this clio is, that Fara was about to: 
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Schedule of Agaoont awarded—continued, 


be married upon his return to Sofala, and had bought some clothes at 
Mozambique for his intended wife. The clothes were in his box. 
b. Fome .. 

The master has sworn that this is a just and reasonable claim, 
and that Fome had a dagger and clothes in his box. 
ec. Cacargy 

In like manner, the master has sworn that this is a ‘a just and 
reasonable claim, and that Cacargy had some carpenters’ tools and 
clothes in his box. 

These three men left the captor’s vessel at Mozambique. The 
captor states that two went on shore for a few hours, with his permis- 
sion, and were dressed like well-to-do Arabs; the third man, who ran 
away at Mozambique, was not well dressed, like the others. These 
men, having taken upon themselves the step of remaining behind at 
Mozambique, have thus deprived themselves of the right to make any 
claims. I therefore disailow these items. 

d. Uacate 

This claim being sworn, and Uacate having valued his clothes and 
box at the amount preferred, I allow this claim ia 
e. Munumbe oc 

Munumbe’s own statement is, that he had in vithie box ‘some linen 
(claimed elsewhere), a chain value 8000, clothes, and bedding. 1 
allow this oi rr +8 ‘ “e ‘ 

Braga .. ee 
f Jaduca.. 

Braca was ill, and unable to attend when the other people were 
examined as to their clothes and boxes. His claim is sworn to by the 
master, and Jaduca considered his box and clothes of the value 
demanded. I therefore allow these items, viz. :— 

Braga... es a ee ar 
1 Jaduca 

Upon all these items claimed for ‘clothes, ke., the captor states 
that, “‘as no opportunity could be given te the claimants to save their 
clothes” before they were lost in their vessel, “an award must, of 
course, be made.” 

h. Claimed, for a chest containing the clothes of Amade .. 

I have been furnished with the statement of the master as to the 
clothes in his box, and the value he attaches to them. There were 
2 turbans, 103000; 1 silk ditto, JOg000; 4 linen coats, 10g000; 
2 caps, 5g000; 2 pair of shoes, 5g000; 1 waistcoat, 68000; the box 
itself, 5g000. 

The captor states that the captain's chest might have contained 
clothes equal in value to 50g000, but there was no search, and he 
therefore can say nothing as to its contents, 
| I think that the claimant's list is correct. His manner in giving 
his statement was straightforward and ‘open; and, at the same time, 


-112. worth of clothes does not seem an extravagant outfit for the 


master of a coaster. I allow this: say . ‘a 
i. Claimed, for a silver-handled scimetar 

This so-called scimetar is a dagger, or creese, ‘of shape ‘peculiar to 
Zanzibar. These is one in the Museum exactly similar to the rough 
drawing made by Kalan, the interpreter ; but I could not learn from 
the Curator what value to attach to ¢his item. I have no means of 
ascertaining whether the master has claimed too much for this weapon ; 
and as he has aworn to his claim, and there is no evidence to gainsay 
Amade’s statement, I allow this <a 
j. claimed for 50 Spanish dollars, the propert of Amade .. 

Amade declares that his box contained, amongst other articles, 
50g000, the produce of his savings ; and the por doe not dispute 
the award of Vis item, for he states that “the do! might have been 
on board; and I don’t think you can well refuse to award them.” 1 


therefore allow this claim = ee 


k. Claimed, for 25 espero dollars, delivered by one ' Balie, at 
Mozambique, to be taken to Madagascar 

The master has declared that these dollars were given him by one 
Salie, at Mozambique to hand over to Abdola, at Madagascar. 
Amade’s stavement was made so’ unhesitatingly, that I could see no 
reason to doubt his truth, as the question was put suddenly, without 
referring |to any pari of wns or names of people, The question 
pao Sat iy ala dollars 
an me by Sal ie, for jew hire at M 

On the part of the captors, “4 sag should 


Amount 
allowed by 
Registrar. 


Milreis. 


10 000 


30 000 


50 000 











Amended 
Amounts. 


Milreis. 


10 G00 


30 000 


9 000 
10 000 


50 000 
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Schedule of Amount awarded—continued. — fe 
: Amount fos 4 

Amount Amended 

: allowed b: 
claimed. Raiorae Amounts. 
. Milreis. | ‘Milreis. Milreis. 
be made without a document be produced showing that such sum was 


embarked on board, and that it would not be allowed in any English 

Court. I beg, however, to observe, that the receipt or document, if 

any be in existence, would naturally be in the hands of Salie, who 

entrusted the money to Amade, and that Amade would only have had 

a document referring to this sum after he had paid it to Abdola. It 

seems to me that the captor'’s objection is not valid, and I therefore 

allow this claim —., ae a6 ss vs os a8 25 000 25 000 

1. Claimed for 50 lbs. weight of beads, the property of Munumbe ..} 25 000 
Munumbe has deposed to having 6 maunds of beads on board 

(there was some little difficulty in the interpretation here); that he 

bought the lot for 20 dollars; that they were in his box; that their 

value at Madagascar would probably be 33000. 
The captor states that 50 lbs. weight would be, most likely, the 

quantity in Munumbe’s box, as the said boxes were opened in his, 

‘Captain Oldfield’s, presence, to see what papers were in them, and no 

large quantity struck his eye. As this tallies with the weight men- 

tioned in the claim, I am of opinion that Munumbe should be allowed 

the 25g000 claimed. . a 6 axe x 950 ‘ 

m. Claimed, for one piece of linen, the property of Munumbe ee 5 000 
Munumbe’s statement is distinct as to the fact of his having some 

linen in his box ; and as no reasons have been brought before me by 

the captor why this should not be allowed, { award this item ot die 5 000 5 000 


25 000 25 000 


Item No. 6. 


Claimed for damages sustained by the loss of the use of the vessel, and the 
freight which might have Coes earned by her from the date of her 
capture, viz., August 16, 1858, up to the probable date of the return 
of the claimants to Mozambique, and of the notification of the 
judgment of the Court to the owner of the vessel—say March 1, 1859: 
194 days, at 15$000 perday .. | : wf F .- | 2,810 000 
I beg to submit to the Commissioners that this claim cannot, by 
any possibility, be sustained. The Treaty is most precise in its stipu- 
lations, in Article VII of Annex B, that, “in cases of total loss, the 
claimant or claimants shall be indemnified— 
“a. For the ship, her tackle, equipment, and stores ; 
“b. For all freights due and payahle ; 
‘ce, For the value of the cargo of merchandize, if any, deducting 
all charges and expenses payable upon the sale of such cargo, including 
commission of sale ; 
“d. For all other regular charges in cases of total loss.” 
This claim for ship's earnings, taken in conjunction with the items 
| following it in the master's claim for wages for himself and crew for a : \ 
period of seven months, form demurrage, and demurrage is entirely \ 
omitted in the provisions made for cases of total loss. I must, there- 
fore, disallow this item. 


Item No.7. 


| Claims for wages of Amade, from August 10, 1858, to March, 10, 1859, 
—say 7 months, at 15g¢000 a-month %. i os 
The regular charge, in cases of tote] loss. is, that wages cease on 
the day of the wreck, except when the crew are employed saving | 
cargo, &c. In the present instance, as the ship was not lost in conse- : l 
quence of the act of the claimants, ‘and as the crew have been pro- 
nounced innocent, it seems to me that it would be hard if, by their 
detention, they, living from hand to mouth, should forfeit wages which 
they would otherwise have been earning. { 
The captor observes, should the loes of the vessel preclude the i 
claimant from receiving demurrage, which it seems clear, from 
Article VII, Annex B to the Treaty, le cannot, I think that he, x 
together with his crew, should receive wages up to the time of their j bea 
release, as I cannot consider the Treaty ever contemplated the inflic- 
tion of injury on any innocent person. Tam red to allow wages 


105 000 


up to the day of sentence; but, such wages allowed, I cannot 
recommend claims for expenses in Cape Town. Amade having 
sworn that he received 18.8000 


Thave calculated at that rate from August 10 to December 


th, i h as 
per month, im cash wages, bret f 
‘or 4 months and 13 days, Iallog .. ‘ aes : 
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Milreis. Milreis. Milreis. 








Ordered, by decision of the Commission, January 17, to be 


amended to the sum claimed, for 7 months’ wages, or é ss Ae 105 000 
6. Claimed for expenses of maintenance in Cape Town, from time of 
arrival till date of departure—say 3 months, at 2547000 a-month i. 75 000 


For the reason given at the close of my remarks upon the claim 
for Amade's wages, I cannot allow this. 

Ordered, by decision of the Commission, January 17, to be 
amended as follows :— 

Subsistence to be allowed from the date of senanie December 23, 


to February 23, two months . . an “ e 50 000 
Item No. 8. 
a. Claimed for Munumbe, for wages, caring a like eaten at the rate of 
1047000 per month ie wie 70 000 
I allow for 4 months and 13 days, say ae 44 100 
Ordered, by decision of January ate A be amended to the amount 
claimed .. : : oe ss sis oe 70 000 
b. Claimed for expenses in Cape Town a ie “so ae + 60 000 


Disallowed, as by reason above given. 
Ordered, by decision of sei 17, to be amended to 2 months’ 
subsistence, at 20$000 . oi <e a6 ¥e $f P 40 000 


Item No. 9 


a. Claimed for Fara, for wages, for a like period, at the rate of — 
per month 42 000 
I disallow this: : Fara ran away at I Mozambique, and has ho doubt 
all this time been earning his ordinary wages; this claim cannot be 
sustained. 


; Item No. 10. 


a. Claimed for Uacate, for wages, during a like period, at 59000 per 
month .. 35, 000 
Amade deposed, that aceite, Braca, and Jadnes, all had “5/000 ! 
ge wages. I allow Uacate 4 months and 13 days, at this rate, 


20 500 
y Ordered, by ‘decision of the 17th January, to be amended to the 
sum claimed, viz. . “ és re re 35 000 
6. Claimed for expenses in Cape Town a ee oe ve --| 80 000 
Disallowed. 
Ordered, by the decision of the 17th septiaiel to be amended to 
2 months’ subsistence, at 108000 , .. ee - és ee 20 000 
Item No, 11. 
a. Claimed for Bra yy for wages, during a like period, at 5g000 per month 35 000 
| . Allowed for 4 months and 13 days a oe 20 500 
Orilesed, by decieign of, Jemmary, 17, to be amended to the sum 
claimed . oe oe . oe +e ~~ pe 35 000 
5. Claimed for expenses in Cape Towa ee fs <a ns --| 80 000 
Disallowed. 
Ordered, by decision of Sauiany 17, to be ieuniel to 2 months’ ' 
subsistence, at 10000 SEP MINEO AOS ian oon ee . ee 20 000 
' | 
ia “~ No, 12. 
f a. Claimed for Jaduca, for wages, daring « like period, at 59000 pe oo ! 
f Fads in hs at iden stated he got 5 crusados a-month ; 
Fi before see and as there was some diffi- 


allow is, like the rest, say es Reiinnk Ae oe se 20 500 
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4, Claimed for expenses in Cape Town 
isallowed. 
Ordered to be amended to 2 months’ subsistence, at 1047000, 





say 20 000 
Item No. \3. 
Claimed for passage-money to Mozambique, for Amade and four others, 
at 508000 each . a ns oe er “9 *s 
n the case of the “ Flor de Mocambique,” the Commissioners 
allowed 454/000 for each person sent by the “‘ Zanzibar ;” there were 
then the captain, mate, and cook. In this case there are the master, 
serang, and three others. I think the same rate of passage-mone’ 
should be allowed for the captain and serang, and 3 for eac! 
of the others, say sx rc ine es ee ee ss 
Ordered, by decision of January 17, to be amended to the sum 
claimed, say ae oe oe os “a ee ‘s - 250 000 
Total > ; os . ee te . | 6,816 870 | 1,698 940 | 2,559 $20 
To be added, supplementary expenses of claimant’s proctor ee ee 8 700 
Total amount allowed 2,568 020 





Asstract of the foregoing Schedule. 


Milreis. 
Allowed :— 

For the value of the ve-sel, her tackle, equipment and stores. (Item No.2) .. 1,22247750 
For all freights due and payable. (Item No. 3) . = de ais 25 000 
For the value of the cargo and merchandise. (Item No. 4 $a a 154 700 
For the value of cash, valuables, and clothing. (Item No. 5) a8 sa 244 000 
For wages and subsistence. (Items Nos. 7, 8, 10, 11, 12) aie ie 430 000 
For claimant's proctor’s taxed bill of costs (Item No. 1) 502. 13¢., or ate 241 570 
For passage for claimant and crew back to Mozambique. (Item No. 13) .. 250 000 

Total is sie oe +e ee -» 2,568 020 


No. 119. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Recetved March 29.) 


No. 12.) 
y Lord, Cape Town, February 12, 1859. 
WITH reference to our despatch No. 10 of the 25th ultimo, respecting the 
case of the Portuguese vessel “ Ksperanca,” we have the honour to state to your 
Lordship that shortly after the sentence in that case was formally pronounced, we 
received from his Excellency Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F rick Grey (the 
naval Commander-in-chief on this station), a letter calling our attention to certain 
observations made by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner on the opinion 
which he read on that occasion, complaining that in the three cases recently 
adjudicated, the captor had not observed Article I] of Annex A to the Treaty, by 
which it is stipulated that the search is to be made in the mildest manner, and 
with every attention which ought to be observed between allied and friendly 
‘nations, and requesting us to furnish his’ Excellency with the evidence before the 
Commission, on which the Chevalier Duprat’s observations had been grounded. 
In compliance with the Admiral’s request, we transmitted spare of those 
portions of the evidence and other papers relative to the “ Flor de iw 
the only case at that time finally settled, which impugned the discipline of Her 
Maes = “ Lyra,” a step which we hope your Lordship will cai 
Lass A. 


4 
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We have the honour to inclose copies of the letters which passed between the 
Admiral and ourselves upon this subject. 

We should add, that whatever inquiry his Excellency may institute, so far as 
the discipline of Her Majesty's navy is concerned, we see no reason to alter the 
opinion which we have already laid before your Lordship, in our despatch of the 
21st of December last, reporting the award in the case of the ‘‘ Flor de Mocgam- 
bique,” that this Court was the proper place in which Commander Oldfield should 
have made explanations affecting the award, which it was the duty of the Commis- 
sioners carefully to investigate before it should be presented to Her Majesty's 
Treasury; and we submit that no inquiry on the subject could be so desirable as 
one made in open Court, under the cross-examination of professional gentlemen, 
and in the presence of the Portuguese Members of this Commission. 

In the second case alluded to by the Chevalier Duprat, that of the “ Fatte 
Mabruque,” which was finally concluded on the 5th instant, no allegations were 
made by the claimant which impugned the conduct of the captors towards the 
captured, and the Chevalier Duprat’s opinion, as far as we can perceive, certainly 
receives no support from anything which came before the Court in this case. 

With regard to the third case, that of the “ Esperanca,” when the claim was 
brought before the Commissioners on the 18th instant, it appeared that it contained 
allegations against the captors, and we accordingly notified to the Admiral that the 
presence of the Commander and others belonging to Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Lyra” 
was desirable, at the investigation which was about to take place. 

Copies of our letter, and of his Excellency’s reply, are herewith inclosed. 

Although the final award has not yet been pronounced in this case, yet all the 
evidence proffered by both parties has been filed. The charges made by the master 
and his witnesses against the captors resolve themselves into two points, the 
abstraction of money said to have been on board, together with a watch, telescope, 
and certain articles of personal property, and the abstraction of ivory and goods 
belonging to the schooner’s cargo. As to their personal treatment, the claimants, 
according to their unvarying statements, have never had cause to complain, but the 
contrary Jn our report on the award, we shall have the honour of entering more 
fully into these points; we would only observe here broadly, that we think that 
neither of the above charges has been established as one of spoliation. There is 
no evidence whatever, beyond the master’s uncorroborated statement, that the 
money and personal articles alleged to have been taken by the “ Lyra’s”’ crew, 
were ever on board at all, except in the custody of their respectirve owners, who, 
when landed at Mozambique, had an opportunity of taking what belonged to them 
on shore. The witnesses say expressly, that the money claimed was retained by 
those who owned it in their own possession: of these persons the passengers were 
landed at Mozambique, and have not themselves applied to the Commission, or 
furnished to the master the necessary powers to appear for them; and the others, 
namely, the master, the pilot, and the boatswain, produce no proof beyond their 
assertion that such sums were in their possession at the time of capture. 

The evidence of Commander Oldfield’s witnesses was conflicting as to the 
imate of any theft on the part of his crew, though, personally, he appears to 
ae aan taken all customary precautions for the security of the property he 

etained. 

. That much property has been unfortunately lost is apparent, from the differ- 
ences between the manifest and an inventory taken by a joint Commission of 
British and Portuguese officers at Mozambique, and this property must be made 
good by the captors; but theft and ill-treatment on the part of the captors are, we 
are bound to repeat, unsubstantiated. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure I in No. 119. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, “ Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, December 30, 1858. 

I HAVE read in the Cape Town newspapers a report of the judgment of the Court of Mixed Commission; 
in the case of the Portuguese vessel “ EsperanSa,” captured by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Lyra,” as: being. 
engaged in the Slave Trade. 
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It is therein stated that the Commissioner of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal expressed 
himself as follows:—* During the last three months it has been my duty, as His Most Faithful Majesty's Commis- 
sioner, to inquire into the Proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty's cruizers in three cases, brought before this 
Court: the ‘ Flor de Molambique,’ the ‘ Fatte Mabruque,’ and the * Esperan$a,’ and | must say that it has 

ined me to learn the manner in which the suspected have been treated or captured, in contravention of the 
reaty, Article II, Annex A, which directs that the search shall be conducted in the mildest manner, and with 
every attention which ought to be observed between friendly nations. 

“Tt will be my duty, when announcing to my own Government the result of these cases, to call their attention 
to this disregard of important matters of the Treaty, and to beg that the British Government may be urged to 
enforce a stricter attention in future to the said Treaty, by their naval officers cruizing on the African coast.” 

I have. therefore, to request that I may be furnished with the evidence adduced before the Court, on which 
His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner has grounded so serious a charge against Her Majesty's naval officers, 
in order that I may take such further steps therein as may be necessary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 119. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Cape Town, January 11, 1859. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 30th mber last, 
stating that you had read in the Cape Town newspapers certain observations, which your Excellency quotes, 
which had been made by His Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner, when judgment was passed by the Mixed 
Commission Court in the case of the “ EsperanSa,” and requesting to be furnished with the evidence adduced 
before the Court, on which these observations were founded, 

In compliance with your Excellency's request, we transmit herewith extracts from depositions taken in the 
case of the “ Flor de MoSambique,” aud a statement of the Marshal of this Mixed Commission, as to injuries 
which had manifestly been recently done to the nautical instruments of the master when produced in Court. 

We may add that copies of these papers will accompany the reports which we transmit to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs relative to the case. 

With regard to the two other cases to which the Chevalier Duprat alludes, we are not yet in possession of the 
whole of the evidence, they being still under consideration, 

We have, ke. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 119. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, “ Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, January 13, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, inclosing extracts from 
depositions taken in the case of the * Flor de Mo@ambiaue.” 

The charges against the officers and men of the ‘* Lyra,” contained in those depositions, are :— 

That money was taken out of the captain’s box ; . 

That the captain's watch was stolen ; 

That the boxes of the men were broken open and plundered. 

The evidence of the three witnesses is so contradictory upon some of the most important points, that I 
shall be obliged by your informing me whether any additional evidence on charges so deeply affecting the 
character of british officers, was laid before the Court or sought for by the Commissioners. 

I further request that I may be informed in whose possession had been the nautical instruments belonging to 
the captain, before they were delivered to the Marshal of the Court. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 119. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Cape Town, January 15, 1859. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s letter of the 13th instant, we have the honour to state that the only evidence 
which was obtainable during the absence of Her Majesty's ship “ Lyra,” on the points to which your Excellency 
refers, was taken by the Court, and has been transmitted in copy to your Excellency, at your request. 

Every opportunity was given to Commander Oldfield, who was legally represented, to meet this evidence, as 
openly as, and in the place where, it was given. The case being conducted by professional gentlemen on cither 
side, it formed no part of the judicial office to seek out evidence inculpating or exonerating the captors. 

In answer to your Excellency’s inquiry, in whose possession the nautical instruments had been, we have the 
honour to state that according to the captain's evidence, they were taken from his cabin by the prize crew in good 
condition, when the dhow’s cargo was taken out; and that they were produced in Court by the claimant with a 
statement that he had received them back in the damaged condition in which they then were, when he left Her 
Majesty's ship “‘ Lyra” at Natal. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES, 
ST 2 


U2 


PROPERTY 2 
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Inclogure 5 in No, 119. 
Her Mojesty's Commissioners to Rear-Admival Siw F. Grey: 


Sir, ' Cape Town, Jc ry 18, 1859. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to observations made by the Fsbo Dosasiaolagan, 
as to the conduct of the of the three vessels whose cases have lately been decided i this Court, we have the 
honour to acquaint your that in the claim of the “ Fatte Mabrugue” which has been exemined by 
the 0 questions have presented themselves involving any imputations against the captors, or 
on which the think it necessary, unless desired by either of the parties interested, to call for 


But that in the claim of peacer pp an Adie which has now come before the Court, there 
are allegations which made it desirable that Commander Oldfield and others belonging to Her Majesty's ship 
« should be present at the examination of the witnesses in sree of the claim, 

The captor’s proctor will receive timely notice of the day fixed for these examinations, with copies of the 
elaim and affidavit out of which they arise. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inelosure 6 in No. 119, 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, “ Boscawen," in Simon's Bay, January 19, 1859. 
IN aeknowledging the receipt of your letter of yesterday, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “‘ Lyra” is now ready for sea, and is required for service. 
I have, therefore, to request that the case of the “ EsperanSa,” at the trial of which the presence of 
Commander Oldfield and others belonging to the “ Lyra,” is stated to be desirable, may be brought forward as 


soon as possible. 
T have, &c. 
‘ (Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 119. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, Cape Town,. January 21,1859. 
WE have the honour to acknow the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 19th instant, informing us 
that Her Majesty's sloop “‘ Lyra” is ready for sea, and is required for service. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES; 


s (1490) vat 





‘LOANDA. 
No. 120. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 22.) 
No. 1.) 
y Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that there has been no case 
adjudicated before the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission in this 
city during the last six months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 121. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 22.) 
(No. 2.) s 
My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1858. 


IN pursuance of the General Instructions, I have the honour to inclose herewith, 
for your Lordship’s information, a Return of the slaves emancipated and registered 
by the Mixed Commission Court at this place to the end of the year 1857. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) KDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 121. 


Recister oF SiAves, natives of Africa, liberated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established 
in this City of St. Paul de Loanda. 







Portuguese launch “Fortuna”| 20 | Sentence, March 27,1848 | 20 | 2 enlisted in the Provincial land 
% and 4 in charge of the 


Slaves liberated in 1845 .. a rs ar - a wa, 6 
Ditto in 1848... “e o we 7 oe + 2 
Total number of Slaves liberated up to 3lst of Deeember, 1857 24 

Liberated Slaves deceased in 1851, of natural death =... 2 

Ditto ditto of violent death Ae 1 

Di in the enjoyment of fall li ty : 10 

itto 

Ditto in the Portnguese navy we 4 

Ditto im the land forces .. se a Fes er 2 

Ditto existing om the Slst December, 1857 .. a3 x 4 


In the absence of the Curator, ae e ' 
geet MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Assistant. 
St. Paul de Loanda, 1, 1857. ; 











150 LOANDA. 
No, 122. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 22.) 
Cr Leda Loanda, January 20, 1858. 


I HAVE the satisfaction of reporting to your Lordship that Commander 
Burgess, of Her Majesty’s steamer “Hecate,” who has recently assumed the 
command of this division of the station, captured at Loango, on the 7th ultimo, a 
schooner of about 180 tons, called the “ Niagara.” 

2. This vessel left Havana on the 12th August last, having on board at the 
time all the requisite equipment for a cargo of slaves, and having touched at the 
Island of Annohon, proceeded from thence to Snake’s Head. 

Finding, however, that she could only obtain 350 slaves at that place, she ran 
“3 Loango, and was about to embark a cargo of 600, when captured by the - 
“Hecate.” 

3. On the approach of Her Majesty’s steamer, the “ Niagara”’ displayed an 
American ensign, but when visited by Dreptasssiae Burgess, it was found that she 
had no register on board, being merely furnished with a certificate from the 
American Consul in the Havana, setting forth that she had been sold at that place, 
and authorizing her to proceed from thence to a fresh port of registry. 

4. M. Protét, the French Commodore, who was lying at Loango, in His 
Imperial Majesty’s frigate ‘‘ Jeanne d’Arc,” visited the “Niagara” soon after 
Commander ache had left her, and, subsequently, the American master repaired 
on board the ‘‘ Hecate,” and delivered the vessel up as Spanish property, declaring 
that the papers were fraudulent, and that she had come to the coast for the purpose 
of receiving slaves. 

5. Upon this Gommander Burgess took possession of the vessel, and sent her to 
Sierra Leone for adjudication. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed} EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 123. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 22.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Loanda, Janvary 25, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the joint Report, which, by Article XI 
of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, the British and Portuguese Commis- 
sioners are required to transmit annually to each Ethene 9 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 123. 
Report of the Mixed Commission for’ 1857. 


REPORT for the year 1857, which the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established at St. Paul de 
Loanda, in virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, concluded between Great Britain and Portugal for 
the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, is to transmit to each of the respective Governments, in conformity 
with le XI of Annex B to the said Treaty. 


1—Cases submitted for Adjudication. 
No case of capture on account of Slave Traffic has been brought before this Mixed Commission during the 
He . year 1857. 
‘ 2.—Condition of the Liberated Negroes. 


Of the 24 negroes cipated by this Commission, only 4 remain at present urder the charge of this 
Colonial Geveremans« 4 having enlisted in the Portuguese nary, 2 the land forces of this province, 3 died, 
1 absconded, and 10 having learnt various mechanical trades, and become entitled to their full emanc from 
——.. °° of Superintendence certificates of complete 


7 
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3.—General Information respecting the Liberated Negroes. ; 
1. Of the 4 liberated negroes under the charge of this Colonial Government, 2 will be entitled to their full 
Wi on the 27th March of the present year: { 
It is known to this Commission that 1 of the above negroes having been guilty of wounding another 
African employed in the Department of Public Works, and of repeated insubordination and misconduct, was, 
in ce of a resolution come to by the Board of tendence, sent to the fortress of San Pedro as a , 
aac gph nee lg paler gy sne-ndien pha combed oy ion of that time he returned to the Department of ; 
ublic Works, where he is again em loyed in learning his trade. 
Hall of Sessions of the Mixed ish and 





Loanda, Ja 25, 1858. 
(Signed) EDMD. GABRIEL, JOSE JULIO RODRIGUEs, 
Acting British Commissioner. Commissario Portuguez. \ 
No. 124. 


— Mr. Fitzgerald to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 5.) 
ir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1858. 

I INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch which | have received 
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court esta- ( 
blished at the Havana,* containing information respecting several vessels which are 
reported to be destined for employment in the Slave Trade, and I have to desire 
that you will make known the information contained in this despatch to the 

. commanders of any of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to 
communicate, and also to the Portuguese authorities at Mozambique. 
Lam, &c. 
(Signed) W. S. V. FITZGERALD. 





> 


No. 125. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon —(Received May 10.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 27, 1857. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 19 of the 30th September, 1857, transmitting for my information a copy of a 
note which has been addressed by the Marquis de Loulé to Mr. Paget, Her 
Majesty’s a d’Affaires at Lisbon, in reply to an application which your 
Lordship had directed that gentleman to make to the oe Government, 
expressing the wish of Her Majesty’s Government that proceedings should not be 
taken against Senhor Monteiro on account of his having left this place to go to 
England, without the permission of the authorities here. | 

2. From this communication J am led to indulge in the belief that my proceed- 
ings in procuring the services of Senhor Monteiro as a witness in the case of the 
al Newport,” which I had the honour of reporting in my despatch No. 24 of last 
year’s series, have been sanctioned and approved by your Lordship. 


ve, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 126. 
Her Majesty s Acting Commissioner to the Eart of Clarendon.—(Recewved May 10.) | 


0. 10.) ; : 
y Lord, A Loanda, January 27, 1858. we, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 3rd of 
October, No. 20, transmitting to me, for 4? Mayg'r'scoronc a copy of a despatch it 

which you had received from Mr. ~~ r Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 

a peesytnl beh ote Deeree issued by a goon Govmeate granting 
to a Compan y Messrs. Courson an lonseca, permission struct | : 
tram-roads re this vine. ue is ao es ‘ 
2. The great desideratum of an improved means of transpo communica- § 
tion with the interior of this Provinee has long been promised, and the stepnow 
rein © Class B, No. . FU eae ee ig 
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taken towards its realization would be hailed by me with satisfaction, did not my 
acquaintance with the progress of all such improvements in this country during the 
_ last thirteen years, lead me to predict that, beyond the publication of the contract 
with the Company headed by Messrs. Courson and Affonseca, we need not, at 
present, look for any further progress in the work. 
I have, &c. 
\ (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 127. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received*May 10.) 


(No. 11.) 
My Lora, Loanda, January 27, 1858. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 17th October, 1857, No. 21, transmitting four copies of the papers relating to 
the Slave Trade, which were presented by Her Majesty’s command to the two 
Houses of Parliament during the session of 1857. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 128. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 28, 1858. 

| HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd of 
October, 1857, No. 22, acquainting me, with reference to my letter of the 27th of 
July last, No. 44, that you approve of my intention to have the proceedings of the 
Count d’Arpoar closely watched. 

2. It is reported that this individual having failed in an attempt to establish 
himself at the head of some German colonists in the interior of Mossamedes, is 
about to return to this place, with a view of proceeding hence to the Island of 
St. Thomas, to engage in agricultural pursuits. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 129. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received May 10.) 


(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 28, 1858. 


I AM honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 23 of the 
23rd of October, 1857, relative to the claim put forward by Senhor Julio Candido 
Pereira Cabral, who is acting as Second Judge of the Court of Relacio at this 
place, to be admitted as Portuguese Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission Court, in 
virtue of the Portuguese Decree of the 30th of December, 1852, and conveying to 
me your Lordship’s approval of the answer which I returned to the letter addressed 
to me by the Governor-General, and also of the line of conduct which I propose to . 
pursue in this matter. 

2. I beg leave to offer to vour Lordship my most respectful acknowledgments 
for this communication. 

3. Senhor Cabral’s claim was followed up by a somewhat angry correspond- 
ence between himself and the President of the Relacio, in consequence of the 
latter, in the character of Principal Magistrate of the place, having declined to 
administer to him the oath of office as Arbitrator, until he had been recognized in 
that character by the Mixed Commission. 

He addressed, likewise, a letter to the Portuguese Commissioner, animadvert- 
ing on the proceedings of the Governor-General and myself, which did not, however, 
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appear to me to merit any serious notice; and although grave complaints have 
been made against Senhor Cabral to the Government at Lisbon, both by the 
Governor-General and the President of the Relacio, I did not deem it necessary to 
trouble your Lordship with any report thereon, the more so as I have never 
considered or recognized him as a member of the Mixed Court. 
' T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 130. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 10 ) 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 29, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Dr. Saturnino de Souza e 
Oliveira, who has recently been appointed to the office of Brazilian Consul-General 
in this Province, vice Gama, deceased, arrived here a few days since from Rio Janeiro, 
but not having yet received his exequatur from the Portuguese Government, he has 
not, up to the present moment, been admitted by the local authorities to the 
exercise of his official functions. 

2. Senhor Oliveira has assured me that he is, from a strong conviction of its 
evils, a decided enemy to the Slave Trade, and that he holds instructions from his 
Government to keep a strict watch over the proceedings of any parties suspected 
of being concerned in that Traffic, and to communicate freely with Her Majesty’s 
authorities in this province in all matters relating to its suppression. 

In reply, I assured him that he might rely upon my cordial co-operation and 
assistance in any endeavours he may make to counteract and defeat the operations 
of the slave-traders on this part of the coast. 

I have, &ce. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 131. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Loanda, Februury 2, 1858. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 25th of 
November, 1857, No. 23, inclosing, for my information, copies of a correspondence 
which your Lordship has had with Mr. Paget, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Lisbon, relative to the appointment of the Portuguese members of the Mixed Court 
at this place. 

. 2. By this correspondence J learn that His Most Faithful Majesty has been 

leased to appoint Senhor José Julio Rodrigues, Judge of the Court of Relagio 

ere, to be Commissioner in the Mixed Commission ; but that the appointment of 
Arbitrator has not yet been filled up. 

3. The Decree of the King of Portugal, nominating Senhor Rodrigues to the 
office of Commissioner, was recently published in the official “Gazette” of this 
province, and as I consider it to be a virtual recognition of the principle contended 
for by Her Majesty’s Government, that the Portuguese Law of the 30th December, 
1852, cannot authorize the appointments of Portuguese officers to act under the 
Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, ex officio, and merely by virtue of their holding 
some other office, without their having also been expressly named by the Crown of 
Portugal, as required by the Treaty, I have thought it adviasha, officially, to 
request my colleague to renew the oath of office prescribed by Annex B to the 
Treaty, and to meet me in session for the purpose of recording the same on the 
Minutes of the Court. 

4. | hope, therefore, by an early, opportunity, to have the honour of reporting 
to your Lordship the installation of Senhor José Julio Rodrigues in the office to 
which he has now been appointed by His Most Faithful Majesty. 

5. I would peametilly solicit your Lordship’s instructions regarding the 
necessity for the Secretary of the Relacio holding a separate and formal appoint- 
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ment to act as Secretary of the Mixed Court, a matter which seems to have been 
overlooked by the Portuguese Government, although the provisions of the first 
Article of Annex B to the Treaty would appear, in my humble opinion, to render 
it hardly secondary in importance to the nomination of the Commissioner and 
Arbitrator. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 132. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 2, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 23rd of November, 1857, No. 24, and I beg leave to assure you that it has 
afforded me much gratification to learn that your Lordship considers the explana- 
tions contained in my despatch No. 36 of last year’s series, with regard to the 
sources from which [ derived the information of the shipments of slaves, reported 
by me on the 30th of November, 1856, to be satisfactory. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 133. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 2, 1858. 

{1 HAVE had the honour to receive a despatch from the Earl of Shelburne, 
dated the 21st of November last, acquainting me that your Lordship does not think 
that any avoidable expense should be incurred in sending out a new boat from 
England for the use of Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place; but that it has 
been decided that the boat which was returned to Commodore Adams in September 
1856 shall be again made over to me for their use. 

2. | respectfully beg leave to inform your Lordship that I have ascertained 
that the boat in question was originally supplied to Her Majesty’s ship “* Childers,” 
from Chatham dockyard, in April 1855; and having been found by Commander 
Hickley to be too heavy and cumbersome for that vessel, she was exchanged by 
him for a boat of a lighter and different construction, soon after his arrival on this 
station, and supplied by Commodore Adams to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at 
this place in the most incomplete state. The grounds upon which Commander 
Hickley discarded her are precisely those upon which my colleague and myself 
took the liberty of pronouncing her to be unsuitable to the objects for which we 
required her. 

She is a dull, heavy-pulling boat, which requires five English seamen to move 
her; and with the same number of negroes of this country, more especially if 
pulling against wind and tide, is perfectly unmanageable. 

3. Supposing this boat to have been new when the “Childers” fitted out, she 
must now be three years old; but, nevertheless, bowing humbly to your Lordship’s 
decision in this matter, I shall receive her on the conditions mentioned in the last 
paragraph of the Earl of Shelburne’s despatch, and consider her as in my charge for 
the use of Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, whenever she may be made 
over to me by Her Majesty’s naval authorities on the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





: LOANDA. 155 


No. 134. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


ee. 18.) 
y Lord, Tanda, February 25, 1858. 

AT the commencement of the year, I proceed to lay before your Lordship my 
report of the actual state of the Slave Trade on this part of the coast, with suc 
information on the subject as has come under my notice; and in doing so, it is with 
great regret that J feel myself compelled to admit that this Traffic appears to have 
received a considerable impulse during the last twelve months. 

?. ‘The total number of vessels captured or destroyed for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade on the coast south of the Equator, during the year 1857, is sixteen, of 
which thirteen were captured or destroyed by the British, two by the Portuguese, 
and one by the American squadron. 

3. The whole of these vessels were engaged in the Cuban Slave Trade. Four 
of them had slaves on board at the time of detention, all of which had been shipped 
in the vicinity of the River Congo. The rest were all cases of equipment, and 
seized under the Act 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73. 

4. It is with sincere satisfaction that I am enabled to report, from the informa- 
tion which I have collected within the range of my immediate inquiries, that no 
attempt has been made to export slaves from this part of the coast to the Brazils 
since the very general notice for the year 1856, which I had the honour to address 
to your Lordship on the 11th of February last. 

5. For the impulse which this inhuman Traffic has recently received, several 
reasons may be assigned, amongst which | consider the three following to be the 
principal :—I1st, the enormous profits attending this Trade; 2nd, the inefficiency of 
the measures adopted by the local authorities in Cuba to fulfil the Treaties which 
have been entered into by Spain for its suppression, and the perfect impunity, 
indeed, with which the slave-dealers flagrantly violate the Treaty in that island ; 
and, 3rd, the great facility and security afforded the slave-dealers by carrying on 
their operations under the disguise of the American flag, whereby this Trade is 
still kept alive in places from which it would otherwise have been shut out, and 
has even revived in situations where it had been previously almost wholly extin- 
guished. 

6. On the first and second of these heads, your Lordship will doubtless receive 
the fullest information from Her Majesty’s authorities in Cuba; but of the enormous 
profits which this Trade at present affords, ] cannot give your Lordship a better 
idea than by stating that a negro which might be worth, in the Havana, from 400 
, to 500 dollars, can now be bought on this coast for 15 or 20. 

7. If the Traffic in Slaves, which appears from all evidence to be covertly 
sanctioned by the Spanish authorities in Cuba, is to be effectually and permanently 
stopped, it must be done, if not, my Lord, by so stern and decided a demonstration 
as that of a blockade of the island, at least by having recourse to the measures 
suggested in the despatch addressed to your Lordship by Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sary Judge at the Havana, under date the 5th December, 1856. That it is in the 
: of the Captain-General of Cuba to prevent the scandalous violations of the 

reaty which are now occurring, has already been proved, and such measures as 
those to which I have alluded would, it is to be hoped, produce effectual guarantees 
for the fulfilment of the obligations contracted by Spain. 

8. Scarcely has a month passed since the date of my last report, in which I 
have not received distressing information of the prevalence of the Slave Trade under 
the flag of America; but it is proper for me to add, that although American agents 
bind themselves to these illegal and dishonourable transactions, the flag of that 
nation is only colourably assumed to cover, not bond fide American property, but 
the property of lawless Spanish and Portuguese slave-dealers. Several cases have 
occurred during the past year, which show that the mere hoisting of a flag ought 
not to satisfy un officer of the character of a vessel: that it affords, in fact, but a 
very slight presumption of the real national character of an adventurer. No vessel 
which arrives on this coast wearing the American flag, and fitted to receive slaves, 
will risk being visited and searched by a cruizer of that nation; they prefer 
renouncing their claim to the protection of the flag of any nation, and delivering 
themselves up to a British yessel of war: hence, it is evident that the presence of 
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an Americar squadron on this coast cannot fail to prove of the highest benefit in 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. k 

9. The whole of the vessels which have been reported to me as having escaped 
from this part of the coast, in the time that has intervened since the date of my 
last report, have been either American or well protected by an American mask. 
The last shipment effected was by the brigantine “ Telegraph,” under those 
colours, which carried off 600 slaves from the River Congo in December last, with 
whom she proceeded to Cuba. 

10. The parties who were apprehended for being concerned in the shipment of 
slaves which took place on board the brig “* P. Solé,” at Lucira, in December 1855, 
have arrived at this place to await the result of the appeal to the Court of Relacio, 
against the sentence of acquittal pronounced in their case by the Acting Judge at 
Benguella, as reported in my despatch of the 30th May last, No. 35. They are 
now in confinement here, and I shall not fail to report to your Lordship the result 
of the proceedings had before the Superior Court in this important case, so soon as 
it may become known to me. 

1]. The crew of the barque “ Splendid,” alias “ Velha Annita,” captured by 
the Portuguese schooner of war “Cabo Verde,” are likewise in confinement, but in 
consequence of the business of the Courts at this place being considerably in 
arrears, they have not yet been judged, even in the First Instance. 

12. It was with much regret I recently learned from his Excellency the 
Governor-General, that the notorious slave-dealer, José Pedro da Cunha, who was 
appre recited and ordered to be prosecuted at Benguella, for being implicated, not 
only in the criminal transaction of the “ P. Solé,” but also in the attempt to ship 
slaves on board the ‘ Splendid,” has succeeded in effecting his escape at Benguella. 
It appears that on the representation of the Colonial Surgeon of that place, he was 
removed from the prison to the hospital, for medical treatment, and from this latter 
establishment he found but little difficulty in making his escape, although a sentr 
was placed, by order of the Governor of Bengueila, over the prisoners’ ward in whic 
he had been placed. 

13. Of the proceedings of the agents who, under the authority of the French 
Government, have been employed on this part of the coast in purchasing slaves, to 
be afterwards exported as emigrants to the French West Indian Colonies, J have 
received no further account than that of the sailing of the steamer “ Stella,” and 
barque “ Clara,” from Loango with upwards of 1,000 Africans on board, destined 
for Guadaloupe. | presume that your Lordship will have received, through the 
Admiralty, full reports of the proceedings of the French Agents by. earlier oppor- 
tunities than 1 can possess. 

14. I have been informed, however, that M. Dumas, the agent in the River 
Congo for the house of Regis, Brothers, of Marseilles, has at this moment about 
120 slaves ready for shipment, which he purchased at 27 dollars each, and that in 
the course of the ensuing month a vessel is expected to embark them for the French 
West Indian Colonies. ' 

15. Although the intention of embarking these Africans in the River Congo 
appears to have been abandoned by the French agents, it is, nevertheless, an 
undoubted fact that a very large proportion of them are purchased at Punta de 
Lenha, in that river, and drawn from the interior of the Congo country. The agent 
of Regis, Brothers, has established a factory on a large scale at Loango, whither the 
slaves are sent from Punta de Lenha in small coasting craft, or launches, or some- 
times overland, as may best suit the purposes of the shippers. 

16. Whilst this system of purchasing slaves ir countenanced and sanctioned 
by the French Governmert, the natives of Africa will not believe that the Slave Trade 
is or ever can be suppressed, and they will eagerly seek the opportunity to sell 
their fellow men. It is a pursuit by which they easily obtain their necessities and 
all that is essential to their subsistence ; and, so long as it is open to them, they 
will never exert themselves in cultivating the natural products of their country, 
which requires manual labour. In short, my Lord, the civilization of Africa is a 
measure which affords but little hope of ultimate success so long as the gb: abo in 
of the natives are fostered and their wants supplied by the French and Spanish 
agents employed in purchasing slaves. 

17. It has been reported here that the French Government intend to acquire 
territory at Loango, but as upon this point I have no correct or reliable information 
I merely notice the report without undertaking for its accuracy. 

18. The legitimate commerce of the River Congo has suffered. severely by the 
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p eden yn of the slave-dealers there during the past year, and by the great 
emand for slaves which has recently arisen in consequence of the competition 
between the French agents and the Cuban slave-dealers. Owing to the unfortunate 
infatuation of the African in favour of the Slave Trade, it is evident that so long as 
that trade is continued in places where the British merchant resorts for legitimate 
commerce he will always be “ cut up” by the slaver. 

19. Although this noble river abounds in all the elements of a valuable 
commerce, the trade in palm-oil is as yet the only means of honest and useful 
employment which the natives possess, and it is, therefore, of the utmost conse- 
quence that every possible encouragement should be given to that trade, which, 
from all accounts, appears to be susceptible of immense development; but the 
pees retty with which the slave-dealers adhere to their nefarious pursuits in that 
ocality, and the recent increased demand for slaves to be exported to the French 
West Indian Colonies under the name of free labourers, menaces it with destruc- 
tion. It is not only the fact that, in order to meet these demands, extensive 
kidnapping excursions have been undertaken, and that the Chiefs of different tribes 
in the interior who were formerly engaged in obtaining oil for sale to the British 
and American factories established at Punta de Lenha, have been tempted to make 
war on each other that they might obtain captives to sell to the French and Portu- 
guese or Spanish traders ; but nearer the coast the whole of the fruit of the palm- 
tree has been collected by them and sold to the slave-dealers as food for the 
eee of the slaves whilst waiting the arrival of the vessels to receive 
them. 

20. The follewing brief extract of a letter which I recently received from the 
agent of a Liverpool Tones in the River Congo confirms fully the reports which 
have reached me from other parties who possess the best means of information on 
this matter :—“ It is annoying to see canoes laden with palm-nuts passing down the 
river every day. The Portuguese and French traders purchase these nuts as food 
for their slaves, and give the natives every encouragement in collecting them for 
sale instead of extracting the oil from them. I have been told by several of the 
natives that their Chiefs, instigated by the slave-dealers, have forbidden their making 
oil so long as this demand for the fruit exists: the consequence is, that the trade 
has suffered severely ; and, although there were upwards of 800 tons of oil shipped 
in 1856, I do not believe that there have been 50 tons purchased during the last 
year.” 

21. | beg respectfully to impress on your Lordship my firm conviction that it 
will be impossible entirely to prevent the Trade in human flesh and human miser 
from being carried on in that den of incorrigible slave-dealers unless some muc 
stronger mode of repression is adopted than at present existing, and | trust I shall 
not be thought to presume too far in submitting to your consideration the expe- 
diency of taking decisive and energetic measures to root out and destroy the 
slaving establishments in the River Congo, and all parts of the coast adjacent. 

22. In my preceding Report, I ventured to express my belief that the result of 
the Portuguese occupation of Ambriz would be the removal of the British and 
American factories to other places on the coast not yet under the control of Portugal. 
My predictions in this matter have proved correct, and the Liverpool and Salem 
houses, which for a number of years have been carrying on a valuable trade at 
Ambriz, have recently established themselves at a place called Kinsemboo, about 
ten miles north of the Loge, which is rapidly absorbing the whole commerce of the 
former place. Vigorous efforts, however, have been, and are still being made, by 
the General Government of this province, through the medium of the house of 
Francisco Antonio Flores, to counteract this movement on the part of the English 
and American agents, by intercepting the produce of the country, and purchasing 
it on the road from the interior to Kinsemboo. 

23. The whole of the ivory which is brought down to that coast for sale passes 
near the copper-mines at Bembé, which were ceded to Flores by the Portuguese 
Government in 1856, and his agent here has established a factory at a short 
distance from those mines, where, with the strenuous support and patronage of 
this Government, he succeeds in cutting off a considerable portion of the produce 
from the interior, to the great detriment and injury of the trade at Kinsemboo. 

24. Another, and perhaps a more serious obstacle which the merchants 
engaged in lawful trade at that place have to contend with, is the want of any safe 
pace for lauding and embarking their goods. It is an open and exposed, but not, 

am glad to say, a dangerous roadstead ; and, although the landing is sometimes 
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fectly safe, the surf on the beach is at others so heavy that it is impossible to 
old any communication with the ships at the anchorage. ‘Time, however, and the 
enterprise of British merchants, will, I confidently hope, overcome all these difficul- 
ties, if the constant and energetic protection of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this coast 
be afforded to lawful commerce there. 

25. With the exception of wines and spirits, which pay the same rated duty as 
at this place, all goods imported at Ambriz are, as your Lordship is aware, subject 
to an ad valorem duty, as follows :-— 

12 per cent. on foreign goods and merchandize imported under a foreign flag 
from a foreign port. 

6 per cent. if imported under the Portuguese flag from foreign ports. 

4 per cent. if re-exported from Lisbon or Oporto. 

Goods and merchandize, the produce of Portugal, imported from a Portuguese 
port under the national flag, pay 3 per cent. 

26. The duties of exportation are 2 per cent. ad valorem on all provincial 
procuce shipped for a Portuguese port, and 3 per cent. if shipped for a foreign port. 

27. British and American goods, imported under their respective flags, pay 
6 per cent. ad valorem, in virtue of the Reciprocity Treaties between those countries 
and Portugal. At first sight this duty does not appear to be exorbitant, or calcu- 
lated to depress legitimate trade, nor indeed would it have that effect if the tariff 
valuations were moderate and reasonable; but when the gonds are valued at from 
50 to 80 per cent. above their invoice prices, it becomes, in point of fact, destructive 
to the commerce of the place. 

28. The duties of exportation, however, are even more objectionable, and, in 
my humble opinion, indefensible on any sound principle. 

Your Lordship will be enabled to judge how far the assurances of the Portu- 
guese Government have been fulfilled in respect to the levying of more moderate 
duties at Ambriz than those which have hitherto been imposed in Angola, when I 
state that on five tons of gum copal recently exported there by the agents of 
Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt of Salem, the tariff value of which was given at. 
75l. per ton, a duty of exportation amounting to 11l. 5s. was levied, whereas the 
same quantity of that article exported at this place would have paid an export 
duty of only 11. 7s. 

29. The rates of duties heretofore levied on the two staple articles of Ambriz 
exports, as compared with those levied on the same articles at Loanda, are shown 
by the following abstract :— 
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Loanda. | Ambriz. 
ad | ad 
Gum copal . se i -. Per ton 5 0 | 42 0 
Ivory first quality .. a .. Perewt.| 160 | 19 2 
» second quality . a .- Perewt.| 8 0 | 13 5 
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30. African produce shipped at Ambriz pays, in fact, or has hitherto paid, a 
duty of 3 per cent., rated, not on its cost at that place, but on its value in the 
European markets, and sometimes even on more than that value; as an instance of 
which, | may mention that an export duty was levied on some orchella, shipped by 
the agent of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson of Liverpool, in December last, at a 
valuation of 50/. per ton, when that article was quoted in England at 42/. per ton, 
and was actually selling at this place for 25/. per ton. 

31. These, however, are not the only fetters laid upon commerce, for so 
numerous are the forms vhich have to be complied with, in passing the smallest 
article through the Custom-house, that the observance of them is invariabl 
‘reckoned even more burdensome than the payment of the duties. In fine, my Lord, 
there can be no doubt but that wherever the Portuguese authority is established 
on this coast, British commerce, and with it enterprise and industry, will’ be driven 
away. 

32, The parties concerned in the copper-mines at Bembé are, I am informed, 


of 


-LOANDA. 159 


very sanguine of success, and a steamer chartered by the house of Francisco 
Antonio Flores, arrived here a few days since, having on board qualified persons, 
with a number of miners‘and artisans, to direct their further exploration. It is 
reported that a Company has already been formed in London for the working of 
these mines, but in consequence of the distance at which they ure situated from the 
coast, and the engineering difficulties which will have to be overcome in forming a 
road for the conveyance of the copper to Ambriz, it will, | am persuaded, require a 
considerable outlay of capital, and much more enterprise and energy than has ever 
yet been employed on any similar undertaking in this counters 

33. Dr. Bastian, a German physician, who has travelled extensively in various 
parts of the world, arrived here last year from the Cape of Good Hope, with a view 
of ascertaining how far it might be possible, at some future time, to undertake a 
journey of exploration through the Kingdom of Congo, annd other countries lying 
north-east of the Portuguese Possessions in this part of Africa. 

34. This very enterprising and intelligent gentleman, whom I would respectfully 
take the liberty of hiteadueiig to your Lordship’s favourable notice, after remaining 
here a short time, to acquire some knowledge of the country and the different tribes 
inhabiting that region, set out on a short preparatory tour, und succeeded in 
reaching San Salvador, the capital of the Kingdom of Congo, and the earliest 
missionary station of the Portuguese in this le He was well received by the 
natives, and had several interviews with the King and Chiefs of the Congo country, 
from whom he acquired a good deal of valuable information respecting the course 
of that river, and the names and characteristics of the tribes beyond it. 

35. Dr. Bastian, who has since returned to Europe, led me to believe that the 
natives of some parts of the country through which he passed were greatly exas- 
perated by the Portuguese occupation of the copper-mines at Bembé, and it is not 
only his belief, but likewise the known opinion of all who are capable of judging of 
the matter, that the Portuguese Government will have some difficulty in retaining 
possession of that place. 

36. This province has been visited by a very severe and unusual drought during the 
last three years, which has exposed its commerce to serious difficulties, and although 
sufficient rain has recently fallen, it is much to be feared that the most serious 
effects of this drought have yet to be felt, and that the trade of this place will take 
some time to recover from this drawback. 1 am informed that the amount of 
suffering produced by this drought, and its consequent famine in some districts in 
the interior, but more particularly in the Quissama country, which lies south of 
the River Coanza, has increased to a degree credible only to those who have 
witnessed it. 

37. It is greatly to be lamented that no steps have yet been taken for carrying 
out any of the projects recently set on foot for establishing an improved means of 
communication with the interior, for it is generally acknowledged here that the 
greatest obstacle in the way of extending the commerce of Angola, consists in the 
want of roads, and the difficulty of transporting produce from the interior. It 
appears to me that to commerce with the countries remotely situated in the interior, 
do the inhabitants of this province look for the means of acquiring wealth; for 
notwithstanding the vast extent of fertile soil, adapted to every sort of tropical 
culture, now lying waste, and the bounty of nature, agriculture has hitherto been 
wholly neglected, and with the exception of the cultivation of coffee to a small 
extent, has not afforded any one article which might be given for exportation to the 
merchant in exchange for his European commodities. ; 

38. It is aretitying, nevertheless, to observe that Cespite all these circum- 
stances, and notwithstanding the vexatious restrictions which are laid upon the 
commerce of this province, the legitimate trade of Loanda has augmented within 
the last few years nearly in the same ratio as the Traffic in human beings has been 
suppressed ; and I have every reason to believe that the local authorities here are 
becoming every day more convinced that the faithful execution of the engagements 
contracted by Portugal for the abolition of the Slave Trade, cannot fail to produce 
the most favourable effects on the commerce and civilization of her African 
possessions. 

39. Although I would by no means wish to lead your Lordship to suppose that 
the spirit of Slave Trade speculation is extinct in this Province—for I believe that 
there are many persons here who only wait any cessation, or even abatement, of 
those vigorous efforts which have been made by Her Majesty's Government to put 
it down, or any relaxation of the laws of Brazil against it, to relapse into their 
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former vicious pursuits—yet it is but right for me'to add that others, who were a 
few years since well known slave-dealers, evince a growing disposition to renounce 
a Traffic the pursuit of which becomes daily more and more precarious. 

40. The principal articles, and their value, exported at Loanda in 1857, were 
as follows :-— 



































Articles. Quantities, ; Value. 
a ~ £8. d. £ ¢. ry 

Ivory .. és P 889 cwt. at 33 O O perewt.| 29,337 U O 
Bees’-wax . - ..| 13,785 ewt. at 6 10 © perewt.| 89,602 16 0 
Gum copal we ..|9C8,906 lbs. at O 5 Oper lb. 18,935 10 0 
Orchella .. = he 1.039 tons at 50 O O per tun. 51,950 0 O 
Coffee .. - .. -.| 1,500 cwt. at 2 8 Oper ewt. 3,600 6 O 
Palm oil .. “we os 5l4tuns at 40 QO Opertun.| 20,560 0 0 
Ground-nur oil .. oe 171 tuns at 60 O O per tun. 10,260 0 O 
Fish oil .. 8 196 tuns at 35 O Oper tun. 6,860 0 9 
Hides, ae --| 3,020 cwt. at 215 0 per cwt. 8.305 0 0 
Palm-kernels —.. os 37 tons at 6 O Oper ton. 222 0 0 
Cotton .. i --| 10,267 Ibs. at O O 34} per Ib. 149 14 6 

239,781 14 6 





41. The duties of import paid during the past year amount to 23,590/., which 
indicate the value of the merchandise imported to have been 293,384/., so that the 
imports exceed the exports by the sum of 53,6031. 

42. The foregoing Table has been drawn up from information derived from 
authentic sources, and as I am enabled to assure your Lordship that it is within 
my own experience, when the proportion of the Slave Trade to the other trade of 
this Province was fully nine-tenths of the whole, when this port alone annually 
exported from 15,000 to 18,000 slaves, chiefly to the Brazils, and the only lawful 
produce shipped here was a small quantity of ivory and bees’-wax, you will, [ 
am sure, acknowledge that it affords a pleasing and conclusive proof of the 
success which has attended the measures adopted by Great Britain for the suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade. 

43. Amongst the exports of the past year was a small quantity of cotton, 
which although amounting only to four or five tons, is worthy of particular 
notice, as it has now, for the dest time, been made an article of trade in this 
Province. 

44. Although the various evils which were produced and fostered by the Slave 
Trade yet operate as a serious obstacle to the advancement of civilization in this 
country, and its partial continuance still exercises a baneful influence on the honest 
industry and commerce of the Province, there can be no doubt but that this Colony 
might speedily become of great commercial importance, if the Government of the 
mother country could be induced to provide for its real prosperity by adopting a 
more liberal commercial system. The various trammels now laid upon lawful 
trade here are most objectionable in principle, and mischievous in practice. Their 
only effect is to paralyze and crush foreign commerce; and until the regulations 
under which the trade of this province is, at present, conducted, are materially 
modified, foreigners will not enter into it. 

I regret to add, that no benefit has as yet resulted from the appointment of the 
Committee of Inquiry into the Customs laws, referred fo in my despatch of the 11th 
February, 1857. 

45. The capture of the barque “ Velha Annita” by the Portuguese schooner of 
war “Cabo Verde,” on information communicated to the Governor-General here, 

has induced the slave-dealers to observe a degree of secresy, before unknown, in 
conducting their execrable speculations ; and although reports have occasionally 
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obtained circulation here of the prevalence of the Slave Trade on. the coast south 
of this city, they have not reached me in a sufficiently distinct manner for me to act 
upon them. ‘ 

bs “ I am not, therefore, enabled to express an opinion as to whether the Slave 
Trade at present prevails on that part of the coast; but I firmly believe that the 
local facilities which it affords the slave-dealers for carrying on their nefarious 
pursuits will readily be taken advantage of, should they find it necessary to change 
the scene of their operations ; and I would although, specially desirous of abstain- 
ing from any interference with the direction or management of the naval affairs of 
the station, venture to express my belief that it would be expedient to cause this 
part of the coast to be visited frequentiy by Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

46. I have already had the honour of bringing to your Lordship’s knowledge 
the arrival on this coast of the American ships of war “ Cumberland ” and “ Dale.” 
Commodore Conover, commanding the United States’ squadron, did not, I regret to 
say, make any stay in this quarter, but, leaving the “ Dale” to cruize off the Congo, 
he returned almost immediately to the Cape de Verde Islands. Commander Mc Blair, 
of that vessel, in the course of his first cruise, detained an American barque, charged 
with violating the American laws prohibiting the Slave Trade, and sent her to the 
United States for adjudication; and I have much pleasure in adding that he has 
been ordered to remain for some time on this coast for the special purpose of 
putting down, when practicable, all similar abuses of the American flag. | learn, 
moreover, that two other sloops of war have been ordered, with the same object in 
view, to the coast of Africa. 

These measures have no doubt been adopted in consequence of your Lordship’s 
representations to the Government at Washington respecting the manner in which 
the American flag has lately been used to cover the infamous transactions of the 
slave-dealers ; and I trust that an efficient American squadron may be maintained 
on this coast, which, by acting in concert with Her Majesty’s cruizers, must tend to 
put a stop to this abominable and growing evil. 

47. The want, however, of any depét of provisions nearer than the Cape Verde 
Islands, will, 1 am iaformed by the Commanders of the American cruizers, materially 
impede their operations against the Slave Trade on this part of the coast. They 
no sooner arrive here than they are obliged to repair immediately to the Cape 
Verde Islands for provisions, and thus nearly the whole, or, at least, a very consi- 
derable portion of their time is occupied in voyages to and from those islands. 

48. It has been strongly recommended to the American Government by its 
officers serving on this coast that a depét of provisions should be established here, but 
that measure has not yet been adopted. Perhaps your Lordship would permit me 
to suggest that if an arrangement could be entered into with that Government for 
supplying its cruizers with provisions at the Island of Ascension, it might in a great 
measure obviate the evil alluded to. 

49. Of the French squadron employed on the African coast I have nothing to 
report beyond the arrival of His Imperial Majesty’s steamer “Grondeur,” bearing 
the broad pendant of Commodore Protét, who visitzd this part of the coast in 
September last, for the special purpose, as I believe, of supervising the carrying 
out of the contract entered into with Regis Brothers for supplying labourers to the 
French West Indian Colonies. 

50. So far as my information extends, this has been the whole of the operations 
of the French squadron on this coast during the year just, terminated. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 135. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon,—(Received July 3.) 


ie 19.) ‘: 
y Lord, Loanda, March 10, 1858. 
| HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, by a vessel which arrived 
at this place from the Cape Verde Islands on the 5th instant, | received from Her 
Majesty’s Consul there a despatch dated 6th January last, containing a deseription 
of a Spanish vessels, one a schooner, the other a felucca, which were bound from 
Lass A. 
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those islands to the coast of Africa under circumstances calculated to create a 
strong suspicion that they are about to be ys in the Slave Trade. 

2. I lost no time in communicating the intelligence contained in the above-men- 
tioned despatch to the senior officer of Her Majesty’s naval forces on this part of the 
coast, and I also brought the matter under the notice of the Governor-General, 
requesting him to have the proceedings of these vessels closely watched should they 
appear on any part of the coast within his jurisdiction. : 

3. His Excellency has assured me, in reply, that he has issued orders for the 
strictest vigilance to be observed by the.authorities of this province in respect to 
the vessels referred to by Mr. Miller. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 136. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 25, 1858. 

I REGRET to have to report to your Lordship that a progressive laxity has 
lately been observable in regard to the transfer of slaves coastwise within this 
province. 

In the space of rather more than a month, three vessels have entered or 
cleared out here, each having on board from 8 to 10 slaves, some of whom 
have been described as accompanying the b gene therein named; and others, 
sometimes as many as 5, loosely entered as “ belonging to the captains, boat- 
swains, seamen, and apprentices.” 

2. On the 12th ultimo, the American barque “Goldfinch,” arrived here from 
Benguella, with 8 slaves on board, amongst whom 2 are reported as belonging to the 
master of that vessel. 

3. I, therefore, felt it my duty to lose no time in bringing this matter under 
the consideration of the Governor-General ; and | have now the honour to trnsmit 
copies of a correspondence which I have had with his Excellency on this subject. 

4. Your Lordship will perceive that this correspondence embraces four distinct 

ints :— 
e First. The right of the captains, officers, and seamen, of ships proceeding from 
one point to another of this province, to be accompanied by slaves under Article V 
of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. 

Second. The conveyance of slaves by sea, within those limits, in vessels not 
subject to the operation of that Treaty. 

Third. The limitation as to the number of shares to be conveyed on board the 
same vessel in each voyage. And, 

Fourth. The right of American citizens to be accompanied by slaves in the 
same manner as Portuguese subjects. 

5. With regard to the first of these heads, his Excellency, although declining 
to discontinue the practice of allowing the crews of ships to embark slaves under 
Article V of the Treaty, concurs with me, nevertheless, that the decision as to its 
legality belongs to the two Governments. 

6. Respecting the conveyance of slaves in ships which are neither British nor 
Portuguese, the Governor-General maintains that it is in no way opposed to the 
letter or spirit of the Treaty of 1842 ; but [ respectfully submit, my Lord, that the 
Contracting Parties to that Treaty must have intended to limit such shipments to 
vessels liable to be visited and searched under the provisions thereof. 

7. in the Report of the Colonial Board at Lisbon, a copy of which was 
inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 18 of the 22nd Ciisbon 1857, it 
was recommended that, amongst other. specified precautions to be observed with a 
view of preventing any abuseg in the removal of slaves by sea from one part of this 
continent to another within the same colony, such slaves should only be allowed 
to embark in Portuguese ships; and that the conveyance of more than 5 in each 
voyage should not be permitted. On conferring with Senhor Amaral some time 
since respecting that Report, his Excellency fully concurred with me in the 
expediency of the restrictions therein proposed, but he now defends the system of 
allowing slaves to be removed in foreign vessels, and intimates to me that he has 
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received instructions from the Portuguese Government not to allow the shipment 
of more than 10 in each voyage. 

8. With reference to the Governor-General’s arguments as to the right of 
American citizens to be accompanied by slaves under the provisions of Article V 
of the Treaty, I will only observe that that right has hen conceded by him 
equally to the subjects of nations which have not entered into a Convention with 
Portugal, similar to that upon which his opinion in this matter is founded ; for it is 
not long since a Brazilian subject left this place for St. Thomas, accompanied by 
10 slaves. I would moreover, upon this point respectfully beg to direct your 
Lordship’s attention to that passage in his Excellency’s despatch of the 5th instant, 
in which he says that the right to remove slaves, within due limits, cannot be: 
denied to the individuals composing the crews of vessels, if Portuguese subjects 
(‘« sendo elles cidadaios Portuguezes’”’. 

9. It only remains for me to refer to Senhor Amaral’s observations respectin 
the circular issued by him to the different littoral authorities on the 20th April 
1857, which his Excellenoy considers to be in strict harmony with Article V of the 
Treaty. <A rik of that circular I had the honour of submitting to your Lordship 
in my despatch No. 26 of last year’s series. It omits to prescribe that the slaves 
accompanying their masters must be bond fide household servants. There is, in 
point of fact, nothing contained in it to prevent slaves, within the specified num- 
bers, from being embarked as objects of commerce ; and I have too much reason to 
fear, ny Lord, that the latitude allowed by that circular is not unfrequently taken 
advantage of for purposes diametrically opposed to the true intent of Article V of 
the Treaty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 136. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most \ixcellent Sir, Loanda, February 24, 1858. 

THE publication in the “ Official Boletim” No. 603 of the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies 
dated the 17th of February, 1857, conveving the orders of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal 
that Article V of the Treaty of the 2rd July, 1842, should be rigidly enforced in regard to the removal of slaves 
by sea from one point to another within the limits of this province, added to my own experience of the good faith 
which your Excellency has evinced in carrying into execution the Treaty engagements of the Portuguese Crown, 
gave me the full assurance that there would have been no necessity for the revival of any discussion on that 
subject. It is not, therefore, without much regret that I now feel myself called upon to direct your Excellency's 
attention to the following cases which have recently occurred, of the conveyance of slaves coastwise within this 
province, in one. if not all, of which the Article in question has been infringed. 

1. The Portuguese brig “ Fortuna,” J, F. Ramalho, master, sailed from this port on the 4th ultimo, with 
8 slaves on board, of whom 5 are said to have belonged to different passengers, 2 to the captain, and 1 to an 
apprentice. 

2. The Portuguese barque * Benjamin,” T. A. Tarracio, master, sailed hence for the southern ports on the 

tst ultimo, with 10 slaves on board, of whom 5 are reported to have belonged to passengers, and 5 to the 
captain, boatswain, and a seaman. 

3. The American barque “ Goldfinch,” C. A. Lord, master, arrived in this port from Benguella on the 
12th instant, with 8 slaves on board, of whom 6 are represented as belonging to the passengers, and 2 to the 
captain. 

Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, refers specifically to the right of Portuguese subjects to be 
accompanied by slaves who are bond fide household servants. Such right, however, is no where prescribed as 
belonging to the subjects of any othcr State, and, moreover, although it is not expressly stipulated in the above- 
mentioned Treaty, that the transport of such household servants shall be permitted only in vessels entitled to wear 
the flag of one of the High Contracting Parties, it is, nevertheless, obviously to be inferred, from the wording of 
Section 6 of the Article already referred to, that those slaves can only be conveyed in vessels subject to the 
operation of that Treaty, that is to say, in British or Portuguese vessels. ; 

When, some months ago, I had the honour of conferring with your Excellency on the important matter now 
in question, and, at the same time, of submitting to your Bia the Report of the “ Conselho Ultramarino ” 
thereon, a copy of which was inclosed in a note from the Marquis de Loulé to Her Majesty's Minister at Lisbon, 
dated 4th September, 1856, I was much gratitied on receiving from vou an assurance that you entirely coincided 
in the expediency of the measures proposed in the eaid Report: first, that the conveyance of slaves between 
different points in the Portuguese transmarine possessions should be prohibited in foreign vessels ; and, secondly, 
that the number should be limited to 5 in each voyage. 

I shall excuse myself from the task of discussing in this despatch whether the offices, seamen, and apprentices 
of merchant-ships cau be considered as entitled to be accompanied by the household servants described in 
Article V of the Treaty, inasmuch as that is a point which can only be decided by the Governments who framed 
that ‘I'reaty. Being perfectly aware, moreover, that the said ‘I'reaty places no restriction on the number of 
domestic slaves which a vessel may carry in each voyage, I shall abstain also from touching upon that matter, 
beyond adding the expression of my deep regret that the very prudent suggestion of the “ Cunselho Ultramarino” 
respec:ing it, not having passed into law, cannot, I necting enforced. 
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But, Sir, it appears by the last of the oases above-mentioned, viz., that of the barque “ Goldfinch,” that a 
citizen of the United States has been allowed to embark slaves in a Portuguese port under the American flag, and 
against this proceeding, which I humbly conceive to be in direct opposition to the letter and spirit of the ‘I'reaty of 
the 3rd July, ] now, by an imperious sense of duty, feel myself bound to protest. : 

Acknowledging the zeal which your Excellency has exhibited in furtherance of the beneficent views of our 

ve Goveruments regarding the Slave ‘Trade and slavery in this province, I am induced to recommend 
this subject, in the most earnest manner, to your consideration, and, in deing so, 1 look forward with confidence to 
whatever measures your judgment may enable you to put in force with a view of preventing a recurrence of these 
infractions of the Treaty, opposed, as they are, to the interests of humanity a A those of the province. 
, ve, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 136. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


ween ) 
Llustrious Sir, Palace of the Government of Loanda, March 5, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 24th of last month, in which you 
are pleased to demand the fall execution of the Portaria of, the Minister of Marine and Colonies, of 7th February, 
1857, published in the ‘Official Boletim” of this province, No. 603 of that year, inasmuch as certain cases have 
occurred, referred to in your said letter, in which you are of opinion that the due observance thereof has been 

lected. 
” I must, in the first place, ask your indulgence for my delay in replying to your letter, which has arisen from 
my desire to have a faithful translation thereof, and my not having been able to obtain it until now, in consequence 
of the absence of the person whom I usually intrust with this service. 

The Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies above mentioned, orders that the transport of stores 
between the different points of this province, shall be made in conformity with the letter of Article V of the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal. 

In order that the provisions of the said Article of the Treaty might become well known, I caused the 
the circular of the 20th April, 1857, to be published in the supplement te the said “Boletin,” No. 603, containing 
the exact substance of the said provisions, and instructed the competent authorities punctually to carry them into 
execution. 

I must believe that you found the transcript to which I refer in conformity with the Treaty, inasmuch as you 
did not deem it necessary to make to me, at the time, any ubservations thereon. 

I proceed, therefore, in view of that circular, as well as of the Vth Article of the Treaty, and of other 
enactments of the law, to consider whether there have. as you think, been any infractions thereof in the cases to 
which you have referred. 

1. The brig “ Fortuna” conveyed from Loanda to the southern ports 8 slaves, of whcm 2 belonged to 
Gil T. dos Santos, junior, employé of the Custom-house at Mossamedes; 2 to Antonio da Cunha Mello 
Cardozo, merchant; | to Francisco Thomaz dos Santos, merchant; 1 to I. Francisco Ramalho, captain of 
the ship ; and 1 to the apprentice thereof, Jacintho Rodrigues Cardozo. All this appears from che Port 
Register in the * Boletim,” No. 641. 1: appears, therefore, that there were no more than 10 slaves, in accord- 
ance with Article 3 of the Circular of the 20th April, which corresponds with the orders I have received from the 
Government of His Majesty in this respect; that no person took more than 2 slaves, in conformity with 
Article 1 of the said Circular ; that all these slaves were described in passports, as required by Article 4; that they 
were _ large, and clothed aecording to their condition, as prescribed in Article 5 of the above mentioned 
Circular. 

You excuse yourself from giving any opinion as to whether the crew of a ship possesses the right prescribed 
in Section 6 of Article V of the Treaty. 1 beg permission to observe to you that the only matier now under 
consideration is the application of the rules laid down in that Article, respecting the transport of slaves between 
one point and another in the province. The restriction as to the “definitive removal of residence” of the owners 
of slaves, which is indispensable in the case of a voyage beyond the lim‘ts of the province, does not appear 
admissible in these cases; and it is not easy to conceive, therefore, how that right can be denied to the individuals 
composing the crew within due limits, if Portuguese subjects. I have no hesitation, however, in agreeing with you 
that the decision on this point belongs to our Governments, but 1 cannot discontinue the practice which has always 
been followed in this respect, and which appears to me a just one until that decision causes me to modify it. 

Regarding the number of slaves to be conveyed in the same ship, you acknowledge that the Treaty places no 
limit thereon. The Government of His Majesty, however, always desirous of preventing any abuses respecting 
the Slave Trade, has determined that the number shall never exceed 10, as I have already stated. 

2. The ease of the barque “Benjamin” is similar to that of the before-mentioned vessel, with the only 
difference of her having taken 10 slaves, of whom 6 belonged to three passengers, viz. Francisco Antonio 
Meirelles, 1; Antonio Joaquim Botelho, 2; Donna Eugenia da Costa, 2; Donna Isabel Pires da Costa, 1; 2 
belonging to the captain, Thomaz Antono Tarraciio; and 2 to the boatswain, Bernardo José Ferreira. 

The statement contained in the Port Register of the “ Boletim ” No. 645 attributes, erroneously, a slave, the 
property of Francie Antonio Meirelles, to a seaman. 

As I can do no more than repeat here all that I have said regarding the brig “ Fortuna,” showing that these 
slaves have been removed in conformity with the orders and resolutions in force, | shall abstain from doing so. I 
will only observe that it cannot cause any surprise that the officers of these chips should have slaves, inasmuch as 
many are in the habit of purchasing them for their service principally as palanquin bearers, during the long 
detention of the ships on this coast, and carrying them about between the different points at which they touch. 
In general, they sell these slave2 again before leaving the coast, in order to obtain others on their next vou age, the 
whole of which is perfecily licit. i 

8. The American barque “Goldfinch” arrived from Benguella with 8 slaves, of whom 6 belonged to three 
Portuguese passengers, and 2 to the captain of the ship, C. A. Lord, citizen of the United States. 

It is upon this case that you dwell with the greatest stress. First, that the conveyance of slaves, ever 
belonging to Portuguese subjects, should have been permitted in a foreign vessel; and, secondly, that a foreign 
subject, such as the captain uf the banque, should have been allowed also to bring 2 slaves. You ground your 
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observations on the opinion that Article V of the Treaty between Portugal and Great Britain only recognizes the 
right of Portuguese Soy oy to the last-mentioned concession, whilst with regard to the first, although you 
confess that the Lee” not expressly stipulate that the convevance of slaves belonging to Portuguese 
masters shall necessarily take place, in ships of any. specified nationality, you nevertheless think that it must 
obviously be inferred from the letter of the 6th section of Article V, that such conveyance is only lawful in 
British or Portuguese ships. 

I fully coincide in opinion with you that the right referred to, as respects foreigners, cannot grow out 
of the stipulations of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, which is binding only on Portugal and Great Britain ; 
but I do not agree with you that we can prevent a subject of any other nation, whether from acquiring slaves im 
this province, or from freely disposing of them, so long as the same is not contrary to the laws of the country. 
The Le allows Portuguese subjects to remove their slaves under certain restrictions. 

A Treaty with the United States provides for the reciprocal concession to the subjects of the Contracting 
Parties of all advantages enjoyed by the natives of the country. I do not see, therefore, how the right to possess, 
dispose of, and remove, slaves, which is enjoyed by Portuguese subjects in this province, can be denied to American 
citizens, 

With respect to the flag under which slaves may be conveyed, as you declare that there is nothing positive in 
this respect in the Treaty, it only remains for me to confess that I cannot draw any inference whatever from the 
6th rection of Article V, which appears to you so clear. From that I conclude only that the detention for a 
contravention of the stipulations of the Treaty, can only take place in ships of the nations uf the High Contract- 
ing Parties. This could not be otherwise, inasmuch as such compacts are biuding only on those who are parties 
to them. 

The letter and spirit of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, shows equally that the highly beneficent and humane 
views of the two Governments were to put an end to the odious practice of tearing away the Africans from their 
native country, to consign them to a life of hard slavery, preceded by all the torments which released many of them 
from that misfortune, perhaps to their advantage. 

On the part of the Portuguese Government a special interest has been taken in the civilization of these its 
dominions, which was entirely impossible during the continuance of that barbarous traffic. 

The consummation of this meritorious undertaking would be, without doubt, the total extinction of slavery in 
this province. ‘That all the efforts of the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty are directed to this end, no 
one can deny ; but so long as that cannot be accomplished (and there are serious obstacles in the way, as every 
one properly informed must acknowledge), it is uvither convenient, nor would it be just, to raise difficulties as to 
the disposal of property in slaves, other, of course, than those which are necessary for carrying out the object of 
the Treaty, that is, to prevent their removal out of the country. 

You have been pleased to do me the justice to attribute to me sincere intentions in this respect. Highly 
appreciating your good opinion, I am very sorry that I cannot add to it by acceding to your present demands, of 
the justice of which I am not convinced. 

I must, however, assure you that I will bring this correspondence to the knowledge of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment by the earliest opportunity, in order that I may receive such instructions as it may be pleased to give me on 
the matter. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL 





Inclosure 3 in No. 136. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 
Sir, Loanda, March 9, 1858. 
I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s despatch of the 5th instant, in reply to mine of 
the 24th ultimo. 

As your Excellency’s observations regarding the cases of the “Fortuna” and “ Benjamin” appear to be 
based on the supposition that I consider the circular addressed by you to the Governors of the different littoral 
districts under ate the 20th April, 1857, as an exact transcript of the provisious of Article V of the Treaty of 
the 3rd July, 1842, it is incumbent upon me to assure your Excellency that I by no means view the said circular 
in that light. On the contrary, I am of opinion that it deviates in many essential points from the plain and 
literal meaning of the Article referred to. . 

It is not my purpose, however, nor is it necessary on the present occasion, to enter into any discussion on 
that subject, but { would take the liberty of stating that the observations which I had the honour of addressing to 
your Excellency on the cases above referred to,as wellas upon that of the American barque “ Goldfinch,” were 
not founded on the wording of that circular, but on the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies, conveying 
the orders of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal tha Article V of the Treaty should be literally 
carried into execution with regard to the removal of slaves between different points im all his transmarine 
possessions. 

I regret that your Excellency does not coincide in opinior with me respecting the case of the American 
barque “ Goldfinch.” I am fully aware that there exists by Treaty a reciprocal liberty of commerce and navi- 
gation between the territories of Portugal and the United States, and that the subjects of those States enjoy mutual 
liberty of residence in all parts of the said territories, and the same protection as the natives of the country; but 
I must also beg to be allowed to observe that this reciprocal concession was granted on the condition, as expressly 
stipulated in the Treaty between those countries of 26th August, 1840, that their respective citizens and subjects 
should submit to the laws and ordinances prevailing in all parts if the said territories, and particularly to the 
regulations in force concerning commerce. ; 

If, therefore, the laws of Portugal—and I maintain that the obligation of a Treaty is the supreme law of the 
land—specifically limits a certain right to Portuguese subjects, American citizens cannot, in my humble opinion, 
claim the enjoyment of that right in virtue of the Treaty to which your Excellency refers. 

With respect to the nationality of ships on board of which these slaves may be found I have only to remark 
that their embarkation on board ‘American vessels appears so far inconsistent with the letter of the Treaty, that 
neither British nor Portguese cruizers can, in such cases, enforce the observance of the Regulations specified in 
Article V, nor even were those Regulations violated on board such vessels would the said cruizers be authorized 
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to carry into execution the 6th Section of the Article referred to, by seizing them and bringing them before a 
Mixed Commission for adjudication. 

Your Excellency, theefore, will permit me to repeat that it appears perfectly apparent to my mind that the 
intention of the High Contracting Parties in framing the 6th Section of Article V, could have been no other than 
that of limiting the transport of slaves who may be bond fide household servants ‘o vessels liable to be visited 
under the provisions of the Treaty. Without this restriction it is evident that the humane object of the two 
Governments might, in many instances, be entirely defeated. I cannot abstain from adding the expression of my 
regret that your Excellency does not concur with me upon this important point. Having, however, in the 
discharge of the duties which are at present imposed upon me, done myself the honour to call your serious attention 
to this subject without having had the satisfaction of convincing you of the justice of my views, 1 shall not now 
trouble you by any further remarks thereon. It is sufficient to add that I will lose no time in transmitting copies 
of the letters which have passed between us on this subject to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen, who 
will, I feel assured, from the perfect reliance which I have on the desire of His Most Faithful Majesty’s 
Government to co-operate effectually in all matters relating to the execution of the Treaty for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, have no difficulty in coming to an understanding with it on the several points to which this 
correspondence refers, 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 136. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
illustrious Sir, Palace of the Government at Loanda, March 17, 1858. 

I HAD the honour to receive vour despatch on the 9th instant, in reply to mine cf the 5th, in which I 
endeavoured to explain to you that the orders of the Government of His Majesty respecting the transport of slaves 
by sea between one paint and another of this province had not been imperfectly execute’, as pointed out by you in 
your first despatch of the 24th of last month. 

I have not been fortunate enough to convince you upon this point, 

You say that the circular of the 20th April, 1857, which I caused to be addressed to the littoral authorities, 
instructing them to observe the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of the 17th February of that 
year, does not contain an exact copy of the provisiors of Article V of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

Permit me to observe that I did not say that that circular contained an exact copy of the said Article, but 
only a résumé or summary (“summa ou traasumpto ”), and, as it appeared to me, a faithful one, of the provisions 
of the said Article, that being, in my opinion, all that was indispensable for the informaiion of the said 
authorities. 

Lam yet of the same opinion, but if you would have the goodness to point out wherein that 1ésumé differs 
from Article V of the Treaty, I will hasten, as I onght, to correct it. 

You state that in your despatch of the 24th of last month you did not refer to that circular, but to the 
Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of the 17th February, 1857. 

I also, in the reply which I had the honour to address to you, re‘erred as well to the said Portaria as to the 
Treaty itself and the Circular. I did so because I considered all those documents as corresponding one with the 
other, and differing only in the mode of expression according to the nature of each of them. 

It appears that the point of real importance is to examine how tar that Circular is in conformity with the 
Treaty and Portaria as I have already observed. 

You assert that a subject of the United States cannot enjoy the right of removing with slaves from one point 
to another of this province under the same conditions as this is allowed to a Portuguese subject, and you ground 
this opinion on the principle that this right is restricted to Portuguese subjects by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, 

I am sorry that I caunot acquiesce either in the principle or in the conclusion. 

Article V of the Treaty mentions only Portuguese subjects, for the obvious reason that it is a compact 
between Poriugal and Great Britain, in which it would not have been proper to define new rights to other Powers, 
nor to restrict those which they already enjoyed. 

In Article III of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, it is expressly laid down that foreign settlers have 
the right of importing and exporting slaves in the same manner as Portuguese subjects. 

In Article | of the Treaty of the 8th May, 1841, between Portugal and the United States, it is stipulated 
that the subjects of the two nations shall have liberty to enter and reside in the territories of each party, in order 
to attend to their affairs, and that they shall enjoy to that effect the same security and protection as the natives 
of the country subject to the laws there prevailing, And Article XII concedes to them the power to dispose of 
their personal goods in the same manner as Portuguese subjects. 

The Treaty between Portugal and Great Britain, which was concluded afterwards (in 1842), cannot alter 
that international right. That which is laid down in the Ist paragraph of Article V of the Treaty, which was 
not comprehended in the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, viz., that a Portuguese subject (whether settler or 
not) may he accompanied by 2 slaves in voyages by sea therein specified, applies also to the subjects of the United 
States in consequence of Article I of the ‘I'reaty of the 8th May, 1841, it being lawful for them to acquire slaves, 
and freely to dispose of them in accordance with Article XII. 

And although the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of the 17th February, 1857, placed the 
transport of slaves between one point and another of the coast of tiis province on the same footing as their 
transport acroxs the sea, which alone was contemplated by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, it appears to me that 
the right conceded by the Ist paragraph of Article V of the Treaty belongs as well to Portuguese as to American 
subjects. 

: With respect to the removal of slaves in other than Portuguese ships, you argue that it is contrary to the 
Treaty with Great Britain, because, as such ships cannot be visited by the cruizers of the two nations, it would be 
impossible to enforce on board of them the observance of the regulations specified in the 6th paragraph of Article V 
of the said Treaty. : 

I cannot consider that this argument is well-established. If it is an evil that the ships of the United States 
are not liable to be searched by the cruizers, this evil can never arise in the removal of the slaves alluded to, nor 
can the exemption from such visit interfere with the enforcement of the regulations to which you refer. 
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Those slaves can only be embarked under the inspection of the local authorities, and with passports granted 
by them. If there should appear to be any of the grounds for suspecting the ship pointed out in the 6th paragraph, 
not only would the permission to embark the slaves be refused, but the ship herself would be detained by the said 
authorities. If it should be said that such ships can clear out from any port, en régle, and afterwards, in the 
course of her vovage, contravene the Treaty, to this I will reply that the hypothesis is a possible one, whether they 
elear out with or without slaves; the inconvenience arising from their not being liable to be searched under the 
Treaty being the same in both cases. 

‘ou are, moreover, aware that the removal of slaves along the coast is only permitted under a bond that the 
shall be presented at the point to which they are to proceed, and I can assure you that the certificates of suc 
presentations have always been rigorously enforced. 

I cannot, therefore, convince myself that the restriction of the transport of slaves to Portuguese ships is, as it 
appears to you, a condition so essential to the carrying out of the humane views of our respective (Jovernments in 
the repression of the odious Traffic in Slaves, 
ink at which yet facilitates this reproved Trade, is the want of authorities at all points on the coast suitable 

‘or them, 

The almost absolute cessation of such speculations from Ambriz to the South shows, that if the coast to 
the North so far as the Portuguese dominion extends, had also been occupied, the same would likewise have been 
the case there. 

If this humane result has not been obtained, no blame can certainly be attached to the Government of His 
Majesty, which has fully endeavoured to apply the means. 

The obstructions laid upon the removal of slaves in the Province, without in any degree contributing to bss 
an end to this condition of man, repugnant to natural right and the philosophy of the age, can only prejudice 
the interests of the country. 

For this reason, for the considerations, moreover, which I have now set before you, in regard to the legis- 
Jation, both Portugnese and international, upon this point, and in consequence of the practice which has heretofore 
prevailed, of doing that which you consider as opposed to the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, I cannot take upon 
myself to alter this practice without receiving the orders of His Majesty's Government, and I shall use the 
same efforts to obtain its decision in the matter as you inform me that you will employ in addressing your 
Government. 

God preserve, &e. 

(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 136. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 
Sir, Loanda, March 22, 1858. 
I HAVE had the houour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 17th instant, containing a further 
exposition of your views respecting the right of American citizens to be accompanied by slaves, in voyages 
between the different points of this Province, under Article V of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, and stating the 
grounds upon which you consider that slaves may, without any infringement of the said Treaty, be conveyed 
in ships sailing under the flag of the United States, as well as in Portuguese vessels. 

Desirous to avoid occupying your Excellency’s time any further with a matter which can only be settled 
by the Governments which we have respectively the honour to serve, I shall now limit myself to assuring you 
that a copy of the despatch above referred to shall be transmitted to Her Majesty's Government, with the 
test of the correspondence which has passed between us on this subject. 

Your Excellency, however, invites me to point out any discrepancy which I perceive between the circular 
of the 20th April, 1857, and Article V of the Treaty, informing me, at the same time that you issued the 
circular in question, not as an exact copy, but as a résumé only of the said Article, for the information of the 
respective littoral authoritics in carrying into execution the Portaria of the Minister of Marine and Colonies of 
the 17th February, 1857. 

Without entering into a close examination of the wording of that circular for the purpose of ascertaining 
how far it corresponds in its literal sense with Article V of the Treaty, it will be sufficient for me briefly to 
observe on the present occasion, that, wherever the word “escravos” is used in the latter, it is coupled 
invariably with “bond fide de servi¢o de sua caza.” These words could only have been adopted by the 
framers of the Treaty, with a view of restricting the right mentioned in the said Article to the removal of such 
slaves as might be required for domestic or kousehold purposes. 

No such limitation, however, is prescribed in the circular of the 20th April, and, under its provisions, 
slaves of all descriptions, within the specified number, may be transported for any other purpose whatever. 
It is by no means improbable that, by an abuse of this license, they are sometimes removed either for embarka- 
tion to a foreign country, or for sale to the slave-dealers. This, your Excellency will allow me to observe, 
appears to me in itself a very essential difference between Article V of the ‘Treaty and the circular of the 
20th April, 1857. ' 

With reference to the observations which your Excellency has introduced into your despatch respecting the 
facilities which you think are afforded to the Slave ‘I'rade by the want of authorities at the different points 
suitable for them north of Ambriz, I have only to say that I must respectfully decline to engage in an 
discussion on matters involving a question as to the extent of the Portuguese dominion on this coast; but I would, 
at the same time, beg permission to assure your Excellency that, after twenty years’ public service in this quarter 
of the globe, Iam most intimately convinced that there is no means which can be employed for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade so effective as the encouragement of free commerce and unrestrained intercourse between 
Africa and Europe. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


roy 
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No. 137. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


No. 21.) 
fy Lord, Loanda, March 26, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the boats of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Conflict,” Commander R. W. Courtenay, captured, on the 27th ultimo, 
in the River Congo, a schooner without colours or papers, but having the name 
“« Wintermoyeh,” of Flushing, painted on her stern. 

2. This vessel, which had entered the river a few days previously, with the 
American flag flying, fitted out at the Havana, and took on board at that place 
her leaguers, slave-deck, and other equipment, besides a cargo of rum, all of which 
she had on board when captured by the “‘ Conflict.” 

3. She was sent to Sierra Leone, to be adjudged in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
at chat place. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 138. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


No. 22.) 
y Lord, Loanda, March 28, 1858. 

[ HAVE much pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that Commander 
Courtenay, of Her Majesty's ship ‘“ Conflict” has captured a very fine barque, 
called the ‘‘ Almeida,” of New York, without colours or papers, and in a complete 
state of preparation for the immediate embarkation of a cargo of slaves, having 
her slave-deck laid, her water filled, and provisions on board. 

2. The “ Almeida” sailed from New York in January last, and proceeded to 
Santiago de Cuba, where she was sold, and received on board all her slave equip- 
ment. The person who was mate of her when sold, then became Captain of the 
flag, and, receiving on board two Spanish passengers, she cleared out from that 
place for a voyage to the River Plate, her water being entered on her manifest 
as rum. 

3. On leaving Santiago, she shaped her course direct to this coast, and, still 
wearing the American flag, arrived off the Congo only a few days before she was 
captured by the “Conflict.” It was her intention to have entered that river; but 
learning from a Cabenda launch that a vessel of war was there, the two Spanish 
passengers landed in one of the ship’s boats, taking with them, it is supposed, the 
money to purchase the slaves, and the barque waited outside for orders, until fallen 
in with and captured by the “ Conflict,” on the 12th ultimo. 

4, Commander Courtenay dispatched her to Sierra Leone, to be adjudicated 
before the Vice-Admiralty Court there. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) | EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No, 139. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


No. 25.) 
Sty Lord, / Loanda, April 3, 1858. 

I HAVE been honoured with your Lordship’s despatch of the 12th September, 
1857, acquainting me that a representation had been made to you by an Association 
formed in Manchester, for promoting the supply of cotton, setting forth the 
importance of ascertaining how far additional supplies of that important article 
can be obtained from countries not hitherto resorted to for that purpose, and 
instructing me to endeavour to procure and transmit to your Lordship full informa- 
tion, not only on the several points specified in a paper inclosed in your above- 
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mentioned despatch, but also on any other points on which it may be interesting to 
‘to'the Association to be informed. : 

2. As I am altogether unconnected with agricultural or commercial affairs in 
‘this country, and, therefore, unable from my own knowledge or experience to afford 
that full information on the subject referred to, which the Association at 
Manchester would, doubtless, desire to possess, it occurred to me that the best 
means of carrying out your Lordship’s instructions was to take advantage of the 

resence of Dr. Welweitsch, a German gentleman who, during the last four years, 
as been employed on a scientific mission in this country by the Portuguese 
Government. 

3. Dr. Welweitscli’s researches, although not confined to any one branch of 
natural history, have been chiefly devoted to botany, and he having been sojournin 
for nearly three years in several of the most fertile districts in the interior, assi- 
duously applying himself to the study of the botanical features and the agricultural 
capabilities of the country, seemed to me, of all others, the person most eminently 
qualified to afford information on some of the points submitted by the Association. 

4. 1, therefore, on the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, lost no time in 
addressing to him a letter, a copy of which I have the honour to inclose, requesting 
him to furnish me with any information in his power, respecting the cultivation of 
cotton in this province, together with any suggestions which he could make, with a 
view of improving or facilitating its growth, and assuring him that Her Majesty’s 
Government would duly appreciate any co-operation which he might have the 
goodness to afford me in this matter. 

5. In reply, I received from Dr. Welweitsch a very interesting and circum- 
stantial report on the subject, a translation of which 1 have now the pleasure of 
presenting to your Lordship. 

In acknowledging the receipt of this report, I, at the same time, thanked 
Dr. Welweitsch cordially for his very obliging compliance with my request. 

6. There still remained some points specified in the paper inclosed in your 
Lordship’s despatch, which appeared to me to be essentially of a commercial nature, 
and for information on them I deemed it advisable to have recourse to a respectable 
firm established here, Messrs. Oliveira and Schut, whom, from a long acquaintance 
with their character, I have no hesitation in recommending to the Association, as 
parties worthy of its confidence. and fully capable of carrying out its views. 

7. A copy of the letter which I addressed to Messrs. Oliveira and Schut, and 
of the reply which [ received from those gentlemen, I have now the honour to 
transmit. : 

8. Having thus endeavoured, to the best of my judgment, to carry your Lord- 
ship’s instructions into effect, I will only take the liberty of adding that, so far as 
my own immediate observation goes, I firmly believe that cotton might be cultivated, 
to an extent, in the Portuguese possessions in this part of Africa, sufficient to 
supply every country in Europe. I am informed, from various sources, that it 
grows spontaneously over the whole of this province, and that the’soil and climate 
are peculiarly suited to the production of this valuable article. ‘The former, of 
course, varies with the geological characters of the country; but in the delta of 
the rivers a rich alluvium prevails, the fertility of which seems to be almost 
inexhaustible. 

9. The very small portion of the country which is at present under cultivation 
is most rudely tilled; and I am not aware that irrigation has ever been employed, 
although some patches are occasionally subjected to the inundation of rivers, In 
short, my Lord, agriculture is in its infancy in Angola. A hoe and an axe are the 
only implements of husbandry ; and no effective measures have ever yet been taken 
to call forth the natural resources of the country, and to put into motion the industry 
of the natives. 

_ 10. I assure your Lordship that I shall lose no opportunity of supporting any 
steps which the Association at’ Manchester may think proper to take, with a view 
of promoting the cultivation of cotton in this province; and I feel convinced that if 
the suggestions contained at the close of Dr. Welweitsch’s Report were liberally 
acted upon and energetically followed up, they could not fail of success. A large 
‘supply of superior classes of seed, however, would be required in the first instance, 
and it should be kept up by sending out smaller quantities of fresh seeds from time 
to time during the Fret year or two. ; 

11. It would, in my opinion, be strongly advisable that the Association, after 
sppeens - agents at the place, should furnish them with gins for —— and 
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a press for packing, the cotton: and I fully concur in the suggestion made by 
Dr. Welweitsch as to the expediency of offering a premium to the cultivator who, 
after a certain period, shall present the best results of cotton cultivation. 

12. As another means also of stimulating the cotton-growers to greater efforts, 
the removal of all the taxes now imposed upon it, in common with all other agricul- 
tural produce, would be most effectual, coupled with an absence of all transit-dues 
in its conveyance from the places of growth to the port of shipment. 

13. It is to be hoped that the enlightened Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, on being assured that it only requires a just and generous system to be 
adopted towards the growers of cotton, in order to ensure its becoming one of the 
most valuable exports of this province, will not leave any means of assistance 
unattempted to give encouragement to its cultivation, and to establish the success 
of the commerce of Angola in this, one of her most valuable productions. 

14. The export-duty on cotton at this place amounts to 100 reis, or 33d., per 
arroba of 32 lbs.; if cleaned, 30 reis. or 13d., per arroba of 32 lbs.; if not cleaned, 
150 reis, or 54d., per arroba of 32 lbs. in the thread. Although, in relation to the 
value of the article itself, those duties are not very oppressive, I beg to submit that 
it would redound greatly to the advantage of the province were they entirely 
removed. Any export-duty levied upon the agricultural produce of this country is, 
in my humble opinion, most impolitic, inasmuch as it is a tax which falls naturally 
on the producer, and therefore operates only as a restriction upon the industry of 
the natives. 

15. It may be said that cotton has never yet formed an article of export from 
this province, the shipments never having exceeded 10,000 Ibs. or 12,000 Ibs. in any 
one year, and even that small quantity has been sent to Europe more as an experi- 
ment than anything else. 

16. The existence of slavery in this province, and especially the employment of 
slaves by all the agriculturists in the interior, render it doubtful whether any large 
plantations would be made by them, without having recourse to slave-labour. By 
far the largest portion, however, of the cotton now brought into this place for sale, 
is raised by free natives in the interior, for their own benefit; and I am persuaded 
that when once they found that they were duly compensated for their labour, much 
larger quantities would be grown by them; and several small estates now lying 
waste would soon be brought under cultivation by free labour. 

17. By the present opportunity, | have the honour of forwarding to your Lord- 
ship a box containing specimens of the various articles which the natives of this 
country manufacture from cotton. They are as follows :— 

No. 1. A coverlet. 

No. 2. Cloth, used as a dress, called “ tanger.” 

No. 3. A striped ditto. 

No. 4. A hammock. 

No. 5. A waist-belt. 

No. 6. Two rolls of the cotton-thread which is spun by the natives in the 
interior, and used for making fishing-nets, and various other purposes, at Loanda. 

These are accompanied by specimens of the different varieties of cotton-plants 
growing in this country, sent by Dr. Welweitsch, marked No. 7; and a small bag, 
received from Messrs. Oliveira and Schut, containing a sample of raw cotton in the 
state in which it is brought in by the natives for sale at this place, marked No. 8. 

18. I have officially communicated to the Governor-General a copy of the 
Reports from the above-named gentlemen; and his Excellency’s reply will form the 
subject of a subsequent despatch. , 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 139. 
Her Mayesty's Acting Commissioner to Dr. Welweitsch. 
Sir, ; Loanda, February 4. 1858. 
1 HAVE received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State fur Foreign Affairs, acquainting me 
that a representation has been made to him by an Association formed in Manchester for promoting the supply of 
cotton, setting forth the importance of ascertaining how far additional supplies of that important article can be 
ebtained from countries not hitherto resorted to for that purpose. . 


Her Majesty's Government are most anxious to facilitate, by all the means in their power, the important 
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objects for which this Association has been formed, and I am instructed to obtain full information on the following 
points, viz.:— 

1. Does the cotton-plant grow in this province ? 

2. Is it indigenous, or an exotic? a perennial or an annual ? ws 

3. What is the peculiar nature of the soil and climate ? 

4. Is irrigation employed in cultivation ? 

5, Can the cultivation be extended with facility ? 

6. Are there obstacles to its cultivation, and of what nature ? 

7. What is the present mode by which the natives clean the cotton, and to what purposes do they apply it ? 

‘ 8. Are they supplied with good seed, and would they attend to the cultivation of superior seed, if supplied to 
them 

As you, Sir, not only by your high scientific attainments, but from your travels and researches in the interior 
of this province, are far better qualified than myself to furnish information on the above-mentioned points, and as I 
am persuaded that you feel a lively interest in anything tending to promote the interests and prosperity of this 
Colony, which the successful cultivation of the cotton-plant cannot fail materially to do, I venture to request that 
you will be good erough to give me any information or opinions respecting the supply of cotton from this province, 
which your personal observations or experience may enable you to offer. 

I shonld also feel obliged for any suggestions which you can make with a view to facilitate or improve the 
growth of that important article in this province, either by the introduction of superior classes of seeds or 
otherwise. 

I need hardly add that any information you may be pleased to give me on this interesting subject shall be 
forthwith transmitted to Her Majesty's Government in your name, and I have no hesitation in saying that it will 
duly appreciate your valuable co-operation in this important matter. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 139, 


Dr. Welweitsch to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, March 15, 1858. 
I HAD the honour to receive your letter dated 4th ultimo, requesting me to give you some information 
relative to the existence and cultivation of cotton in this province, 

I beg to assure you that this being one of the subjects to which I have especially devoted my attention in this 
country, and one, moreover, in which I am satisfied that the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, by whom 
I have the honour to be employed in a scientific mission, takes the most lively interest, I shall, with the greatest 
satisfaction, reply to the several points specified in your letter, and give you all the information in my power 
thereon. 

1. Does the cotton-plant grow in this country ? 

Answer—The cotton-plant grows remarkably well in nearly all the distriets of this extensive province; 
provided that the seasons of the year are regular, and that the plants are raised in proper soil and in favourable 
situations. 

This is not only the case with the different varieties of Gossypium barbadense and Gossypium vitifolium, 
which are shrubby, and have been cultivated in Angola for some years past (samples 1 and 2), but likewise of the 
herbaceous cotton-plant (Gossypium herbaceum) from Louisiana (sample 3), the seeds of which, sent out by the 
Portuguese Government in 1855, and distributed by me to the agriculturists of some mountainous districts in the 
interior, produced very well in the first year, notwithstanding the great drought which then occurred. In the 
following year, the crops of this species raised on some plantations of Golungo Alto were considerable. 

2. Is the cotton-plant indigenous, or an exotic ? a perennial or an annual ? 

Answer.—In order to reply to this question satisfactorily, [ must observe that the species of cotton-plants now 
cultivated in Angola are three in number— 

(1.) The Gossypium barbadense (Lin.), of which there are numerous varieties. 

(2.) The Gossypium vitifolium (Lam.). 

(3) The Gossypium herbaceum (Lin.), one variety of which, called in Louisiana “ Buena vista,” has been 
cultivated for a few years past in some districts of the interior. 

Both the latter variety and those generally cultivated, Gossypium barbadense and vitifolium, are, in my 
opinion, not indigenous in this part of Western Africa, although some plants of the shrubby species, already 
referred to, are found growing wild in different places lying between the sea-coast and the furthest point in the 
interior of this province. ‘I'he circumstance, however, that these solitary plants are always found in the neighbour- 
hood of habitations, or in places formerly cultivated, and never in virgin soils, although these are more favourable 
to their development, seems to me a satisfactory reason for presuming that these species are not indigenous of the 
Flora Angolense, but-that they were introduced, and afterwards spread over the country by cultivation. 

With respect to the duration of the species now cultivated in this province, I beg to observe that the 
Gossypium barbadense, as well as the Gussypium vitifolium, form ramified shrubs of four to eight feet in height, 
and are therefore perennial. 

The Gossypium herbaceum, which when cultivated in extra-tropical countries is annual or biennial, becomes 
in this equatorial climate likewise a shrub, although it flowers and bears seed a few months after being sown, 
exactly like an annual plant. It produces, however, soon after the first flowering, lateral ramifications. These 
become slowly woody, and form, towards the end of the first year, a small shrub, which, however, always 
remains very low, with its principal branches more or less lying on the ground, 

Ail these species of cotton-plants must, therefore, be considered as perennial, with the only difference that 
the Gossypium barbadense and vitrifolium last lovger than the Gossypium herbaceum, and resist the vicissi- 
tudes of the climate better. The latter, however, produces a much finer quality of cotton, which is generally 
preferred in the different markets. 7 

3. What is the peculiar nature of the soil and climate ? 

Answer. All the cotton-plants are originaily tropical and sub-tropical plants, although several varieties of 
them are now cultivated with advantage in nearly all extra-tropical countries, where the medium temperature of 
the year does not deviate much from 14° Reaumur. It is clear, therefore, that the climate of a country entirely 
situated within the tropics, like Angola, is peculiarly suited to the cultivation of cotton, The same may be said of. 
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the soil and Iand, because the cotton-plant grows best in a Joose and substantial soil, such as is found in lands 
cleared of woods, and virgin lands. It thrives very well on the sides of hills, near rivers and brooks, but it is 
essential for its advantageous development that it should be protected from the prevailing winds in the dry season, 
and more particularly in Angola from the east and south-east winds, which by creating great and sudden droughts, 
always produce a most unfavourable effect on the plantations, and destroy sometimes, in a few days, the most 
flattering hopes of the cultivator. 

4. Is irrigation employed in the cultivation of cotton ? 

Answer. So far as I am informed from reliable sources, and by all that I have personally observed, during 
my journeys in the interior of this province. irrigation is not conerally employed in the cultivation of cotton, nor 
is this cultivation as yet sufficiently developed, or pursued to such an extent as to require the powerful and 
more or less expensive means which would be requisite for carry:ng it on on a large scale. 

It is true that I have seen some cotton plantations which were benefited by a partial irrigation during the 
dry season, but they are rare, and it only occurs in consequence of their being situated near plantations of other 
agricultural products, and the water from the irrigation of the latter being led into the cotton-fields. 

Having seen several plantations of shrubby cotton-plants, and also others of herbaceous cotten-plants, on the 
sides of hills surrounding the low lands, which I found beautifully developed and abundantly covered with 
capsules. bursting with snow-white cotton, although they had never been artificially irrigated, I am satisfied that 
large and profitable plantations of this valuable article might be made, even without irrigation, provided that a 
favourable position be selected for its culture, and more particularly that it be sheltered from the pernicious east 
and south east winds, which usnally blow in the interior of this province with destructive influence on every kind 
of plantation during the dry season, that is, between the 15th May and 15th September. 

5. Can the cultivation be extended with facility ? ‘ 

Answer. Waving, I think. sufficiently demonstrated in the answer to the first and third questions, that the 
climate of this province must be considered as peculiarly suited to the different species and varieties of the 
cotton-plant ; and it being well known that, as well in the districts near the sea-coast as in the interior of this 
extensive province, large tracts of land are found, the soil, situation, and exposition of which are adapted to the 
cultivation of the article in question, without the least injury to the culture of other products; there can be no 
reason to doubt but that the cultivation of the cotton-plant might be developed in this province, even to a 
greater extent than it ever was before in any other country. 

I would here beg leave to add, that the important results obtained in the United States of America from the 
cultivation of cotton are, in a great measure, due to the manu:) labour and the favourable acclimatized constitution 
of the natives exported from this continent, and even from this very province, no reason whatever exists why the 
African should not here, in his own country and on his native soil, develop and employ the same physical 
strength and the same intellectual faculties of which he has given so many proofs, and whereby he hos obtained 
such important results in foreign countries, provided he were educated and trained for that purpose. 

There are, also, some other grounds upon which J am induced to predict the most favourable results from the 
cultivation of cotton in this country; the principal one being the fact that this cultivation must yield some produce 
in the first, or at the latest in the second year, whereas many other colonial products beyin to render some profit 
to the cultivator only after the fifth or seventh year, The cultivation of cotton, moreover, can in almost every 
instance he advantageously combined with that of other plants, occupying those spots of land which are least 
suitable for other cultures. Cotton, as I have already mentioned, almost always vields a favourable crop; and 
it is evident, therefore, that not only black labourers, but the less wealthy whites, will prefer the cultivation of an 
article which in so short a time after the first sowing recompenses the labour and expense bestowed on its culture. 

6. Are there any obstacles to the cultivation of cotton, and of what nature ? 

Answer. There is no country whatever, even amongst the most advanced in agriculture, where difficulties will 
not have to be encountered in the introduction of a new article of cultivation, pa ticularly if it is necessary to 
pursue it on a large scale and to d’rect it with much care. 

Upon this point it will be sufficient to mention the fact that the introduction of the cultivation of potatoes 
(solanum tuberosum, Lin.).into: Prussia during the reign of Frederick the Great was only attained by means of 
heavy fines, and by force of other coercive laws and measures adopted by the Prussian. Government for the purpose 
of inducing the farmers of that kingdom to cultivate a kind of tuberous root then very little known, 

The cultivation of that article, however, became shortly afterwards so universal and spread with such rapidity 
that it has now been: extended with undoubted advantage to mankind into every country and every region of the 
terrestrial globe. 

But beyond this general obstacle, which arises from a certain aversion which every nation, more or less, 
entertains to the introduction of agricultural objects which are imperfectly known, and to agricultural manipu- 
lations as yet new and untried, there are here, in trupical Afria, several other circumstances which, principally 
on the first introduction of a cultivation on a large scale, would endanger its rapid development. 

One of the principal obstacles arises from the well-known mildness of the climate, and the extraordinary 
fertility of these tropical regions, where an insignificant plantation of mandioc, with a small patch of maize and 
beans, and a few banana trees around the rustic hut, are more than sufficient to sustain, during the whole year, 
the frugal inhabitant, and where, by gathering occasionally some honey and bees'-wax, or by procuring with ease a 
few antelope or leopard skins, sufficient means are afforded him of obtaining the indispensable dress. which, if it is 
not even made at home of the leaves of the palm-tree, or of the bark of the baobab, which are found all over the 
country, consists, for the most part. of a small piece of cloth of a few square inches, 

The principal necessaries of life being in this manner obtained with great facility and without any exertion, it 
is evident that all stimulus to engage in toilsome occupations is wanting; on this account, as well as from the 
eontinual want of a sufficient number of assistant and voluntary labourers, many agricultural enterprises become 
impracticable. or, at least, very difficult in these regions. 

Auother impediment of some consideration to the prosperons development of agricultural enterprises in 
tropical Africa, is the custom which prevails amongst the black population, that the male sex is never occupied in 
agricultural labour ; this. and almost every rural and domestic occupation, being left entirely to the care of their 
women and children, who are frequently numerous: a custom which tends necessarily to diminish and reduce as 
well the material strength as the skill, perseverance, and experience requisite in agriculiural pursuits. 

The third, and perhaps the greatest, obstacle to the progress of agriculture in Angola, is the universally 
lamented want of rapid and cheap communication between the interior and markets on the coast, and this difficult 
is, in regard to the cultivation of cotton, much more serious and important, inasmuch as it is an article which 
occupies a good deal of space. and which is, from its nature, liable to deteriorate by detention in the transport and 
exposure to the vicissitudes of the climate, whilst the other products of the country, such as ivory, bees’-wax, oil, 
‘ gum copal, &c., are not subject to this deterioration. To remove this obstacle it is not sufficient alone to construct 
roads and canals, but it is also indispensable to ascertain and to adopt the cheapest and most. suitable motive power,. 
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in order to transport the different kinds of produce from the interior to the port of shipment by the roads which 
have still to be constructed. 

7. What is the present mode by which the natives clean the cotton, and to what purpose do they apply it ? 

Answer. The natives at present separate the seeds from the cotton by manual labour, although some growers 
in the interior have evinced a great desire to obtain the necessary gins for that purpose, in order to relieve them- 
selves from this tiresome and tedious labour. Upon this point I cannot omit to observe that, in the event of some 
gins being distributed amongst them, they ought to be of the most simple construetion, in order that the owners 
may not every moment be brought to a stand-still by these gins getting ont of repair, which would certainly be the 
case in a country not yet provided with a sufficient number of able mechanics and artificers. 

The use which the natives make of the cotton consists principally in the manufacture of cloths (* tangers”) for 
their dresses, belts, stockings, hags, and hammocks, which are very neatly made. They also make of it bags of 
finer or coarser texture, to transport their mandioc. flour, meal, ground nuts, gum, and principally orchella and 
coffee. A small quantity is used for lamp wicks and for candles, and some, chiefly that cultivated at Mossamedes, 
is exported to Lisbon, where I am informed it obtained, during the last year, remunerative prices. 

8. Are the natives supplied with good seed, and would they attend to the cultivation of superior seed if 
supplied to them ? 

Answer. With the exception of some agriculturists in Gobingo Alto, Cazengo, and Ambarra, amongst whom 
I, by order of the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, distributed some cotton seed from Louisiana, 
during my residence in those districts, it has not come to my knowledge that the natives are in possession of a 
gvod quality of seeds. The cotton which is generally cultivated in Angola, is mot of a superior kind, or produces 
at any rate only a very unequal quality, as might naturally be expected from the want of care in its cultivation, 
and from the constant mixture, or rather crossings. of degenerate species and varieties. 

There is, therefore, a great want of good seeds, and if they were supplied at the proper season. I am sure that 
the greate't part of the more intelligent agriculturists would certainly apply themselves to their cultivation, more 
particularly if remunerative prices were offered for the produce. 

Having thus endeavoured, to the best of my ability, to reply te all the questions contained in your letter, it 
remains for me only to add a few brief observations respecting the measures which L think best adapted to promote 
and extend this most important cultivation in Angola, which appear to me to be the following :— 

(1.) The energetic and persevering co-operation of the General Government of the province, as well as 
that of the Chiefs of the different districts in the interior, in order to furnish those parties who may be disposcd to 
apply themselves to the cultivation of cotton, as far as possible, with the necessary number of labourers, not 
only for the transport of the cotton after the gathering of the crop, granting them, in this respect, the same 
privileges as those which are now conceded to the cultivation of coffee. 

(2.) The sincere co-operation of the more wealthy and intelligent proprietors, who. by their position and 
authority, and still more by their example, have it in their power benevolently and efficaciously to influence the 
native population of their respective neighbourhoods, enjoining them to engage in the said cultivation, and 
animiuing them in so doing. 

(8.) The instruction, education, and moralization of the black population—combating polygamy, which is 
aniversal, and endeavouring to make them understand and appreeiate the value of time. 

(4.) The establishment of a factory or agency in this capital. and some sub-agencies in the more populous 
districts of the interior, which, being always soqatind with a sufficient quantity of good cotton-seeds, might direct 
and attend to the distribution of it. These factories should serve. at the same time, as a place of public exhibition 
of the most suitable machines and tools which are now used in countries where the climate is similar to that of 
Angola, for the cultivation and cleaning of cotton, and in preparing it for exportation. 

(5.) The printing, in the Portuguese language, and the gratuitous distribution, of small treatises, containing 
instructions as to the best methods of cultivating cotton, with wood-cuts showing the prices and varieties of the 
cotton most advantageously cultivated, and the machines and tools most indispensable for the cultivation and 
preparation of it on a large scale. 

(6.) The establishing of premiums for those cultivators who, after a certain period, may present the best 
results of cotton cultivation. These premiums might consist. in part, of money, and in part, of tools or gins, as 
above described, or in goods for trade. 

(7.) The establishing of fixed prices for the purchase of the different qualities of cotton produced, and the 
buying, at such prices, without delay, of any quantity offered for sale. ‘I'he prices offered to the cultivators ought 
to be laid down, at least in the beginning, with a due regard to tne object for which they are established, or to the 
end in view, that is to say, they ought to be animating. 

(8.) Finally, I cannot omit to mention, on this occasion, that it would be very desirable to annex te each 
agency a small garden, to serve as an experimental plantation for acclimatizing the plants, as well as for studying, 
preliminarily, the best means of cultivating the different varieties of cotton, and where the inquiring visitor might 
receive practical instruction in the cultivation of this useful plant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FREDERICK WELWEITSCII. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 139. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Messvs. Oliveira and Schut. 


Gentlemen, Loanda, February 20, 1858. 

AN Association which has recently been formed in Manchester for promoting the supply of cotton, having 
represented to Her Majesty's Government the importance of ascertaining how far additional supplies of that 
important. article can be obtained from countries not hitherto resorted to for that purpose, I have been instructed 
to endeavour to procure information on certaim points on which it would be interesting to that Association to 
be informed. 

I take the liberty, therefore, in the first place, of inquiring whether, in the event of the Association referred to 
thinking proper to establish an agency at this place for the purpose of distributing amongst the native and other 
growers superior classes of seeds, and afterwards purchasing the cotton and sending it to England, it would be 
agreeable to you to accept that agency, and on what terms you would do so. 

I should at the: same time, feel obliged by your informing me,— 

Ist. At what probable price the cotton cual be purchased, either at the place of growth, or at this port. 
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'/@nd. ‘What means of conveyance now exist for transporting it from the places of growth to thi d 
whether they are capable of being facilitated. ed incre cd tis a 


Whether there are any parties in this Colony, Europeans or ustives, at present empl in the cultivation 
cate, and whether they yeald, in your enna. attend to the cultivation of pals ng he if supplied to 


4. Whether there are at this place any gins or machines for cleaning the cotton, and presses for packing.” 

If not, what is the mode by which the small quantity hitherto exported has been prepared for the market. 
In conclusion, I venture to add that, | should esteem it a special favour if you would communicate to mv 
nerally any suggestions which may occur to you, with a view of improving or facilitating the growth of cotton 
in this Province, and also if you could furnish me with samples of the cotton grown here. Assuring you that the 
whole will be submitted in your name, through Her Majesty's Government, to the Association already 


referred to, I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 139. 
Messrs. Oliveira and Schut to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, Loanda, March 2, 1858. 

WE beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 20th of February, requesting us to furnish you with 
some information respecting the growth of cotton in this Province, and, principally, regarding the distribution 
of cotton seeds amongst the different growers, offering us, at the same time, an agency of the Association which 
has been formed at Manchester for promoting the supply of cotton, and begging us to inform you of the terms on 
which we would accept such agency. 

In reply to the different points specified in your letter, we beg to state, in the first place, that we shall be 
most. happy to accept the agency of the Association at Manchester which you allude to, for the distribution of 
cotton seed to the different owners of plantations in this Province, and the subsequent purchase of cotton for the 
Manchester market. 

Regarding the terms on which we are ready to accept such agency, we beg to add that we shall receive and 
distribute amongst the principal growers in the interior, any quantity of cotton seed which the said Association 
may be willing to send to this place, without making any charge whatever either to the Association or to the 
growers: but in the event of our receiving any order to purchase the cotton and ship it to England, we should 
then charge the usual purchase commissions of this place, of 4 per cent. on the cost of the article. 

With reference to the next paragraph of your letter, we have to inform you,— 

Ist. That cotton, according to the pl which we now forward, has been sold during the last year, after 
being cleaned, at the price of Rs. 38600 to Rs. 49500 (10/. to 12/. sterling) per 32 Ibs. in this place. This 
cotton has been sent from the interior into Loanda, in order to be sold here, as no persons in the interior would 
purchase an article with which they are but very little acquainted. 

2nd. The small quantity of cotton which has been produced up to this date has been carried by negrves from 
the places of growth to the river side, and from them in boats to this harbour; but we presume that the best 
situations for forming cotton plantations on a large scale, would always be in the proximity of rivers like the 
Cuausa, Bengo, and Dandi, because in a country like Angola, which generally suffers for want of rain, agriculture 
can only be cepa comer practised in the neighbourhood of rivers, where the soil is always cooler and, therefore, 
better adapted for plantations than the dry, sandy soil on the high lands. 

Srd. We are almost sure that if the different persons now employed in agricultural pursuits in the interior 
of this province, were, during the first three years, regularly supplied with the best qualities of cotton seeds, the 
insignificant cotton plantations which at present exist, would soon be improved, and largely — Not 
only is the soil at different places, where trials have been made, particularly adapted for cotton plantations, but 
the fact that the produce of this country (coffee, bees’-wax, ivory, orchella — copal, &c.), are by no means 
sufficient to counterbalance the large importations of British manufactured s and other merchandize, makes 
us fixmly believe that the commercial community of this place would eagerly avail themselves of the opportu- 
nity to purchase this new article of exportation, with which they could, on more advantageous terms, obtain at 
Manchester the manufactured goods, which they now order from Lisbon, in exchange for orchella weed, 
bees’-wax, and cash. 

We only know of two machines for cleaning cotton in this place, but both are very defective, and clean 
only 200 Ibs. to 300 Ibs. of cotton in twenty-four hours. As soon as any emer on a large scale might 
succeed, it would be very desirable that the Association at Manchester should send out two good gins, which 
could be put up here, and clean al] the cotton which we might gather on account of the said Association. If 
such an impulse were given to the inhabitants of this Province, we have no doubt that several parties would soon 
folloy our example, and, in this manner, the views of the Association at Manchester would, in this Province, 
soon be accomplished. 

5th. As yet, the small quantities of cotton exported to Lisbon have been pressed in common orchella 
presses, turned by the negroes; but a hydraulic press would, we think, reduce the bulk to half the size it now 
occupies after having gone through the orchella press. 

We remain, ke. 
(Signed) OLIVEIRA AND SCHUT. 





i. No. 140. 
_ Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


fo. 26.) : 

ord, Loanda, April 5, 1858... 
WAVE the .honour to report that Her Majesty’s steamer “Medusa,” - 
W. Bowden, Esq., Commander, recently captured in the neighhourhaod of Loanga 


: 1 
‘ 
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a vessel named the “ Robert M. Charlton,” from the Havana, but without papers, 
yee on board, besides 30,000 dollars in specie, a cargo stated to be worth 
5,000/7. 
2. The master and mate hoth acknowledged the vessel to be a slaver, and she 
was porcine sent to Sierra Leone to be adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of that Colony. ‘ 

T have, &c, 


(Signed) |’ EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 141. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon. —(Received July 3.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 8, 1858. 

| HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 19th of 
December, 1857, No. 26, conveying your approval of the representations addressed 
by me to the UccainoxGenaral of this province on the subject of the proceedings 
of the Prize Court, in selling by auction entire the dongo, cr native boat, captured 
with slaves on board, by the Portuguese brig “ Carvalho,” instead of having had 
the bull of that vessel completely broken up as required by the provisions: of the 
Portuguese law. 

2. I beg to offer to your Lordship my sincere thanks for this gratifying 
communication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 142. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarencon.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 8, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 19th of December, 1857, No. 27, inclosing for my information the copy of a 
note which had been addressed by the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, announcing the appointment of Senhor 
Antonio Urbano Pereira de Castro to the post of Secretary to the Mixed Commission 
at this place. 

2. That gentleman has for some time past been suffering under a severe illness, 
but as soon as tie state of his health may permit of his entering on his duties, I 
shall propose to my Portuguese colleague that the oath of office be duly adminis- 
tered to him, in accordance with the Ist Article mi fou B of the Treaty. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 143. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Ear! of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


0. 29. F 
ge 4 Loanda, April 8, 1858. 

I AM honoured = ed receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 19th: of 
December, 1857, No. 28, in which you have been pees to’ convey to me the 
expression of your approbation of the conduct that 1 pursued respecting’ the 
proceedings of the agents of Regis Brothers, of Marseilles, who are employed on 
this coast, under the sanction of the French Government, in purchasing slaves to 
be exported as free emigrants to the French West Indian Colonies. aE 

2. Your Lordship has also been good enough to transmit to me at the same 
- time, a copy of a memorandum on this subject which had been sent to Her Majesty’s 
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Ambassador at Paris for communication to the Government of the Emperor, which 
‘you authorize me to read confidentially to the Governor-General. 

.3. I trust that your Lordship will permit me to express the sincere gratifica- 
tion which T have derived from the fact of my proceedings in this matter having 
proved satisfactory to you, and [ hope that in others my efforts to act in accordance 
with your Lordship's views, may not be less successful. 

4, I have verbally and confidentially communicated to the Governor-General, 
the memorandum a copy of which was inclosed with your Lordship’s despatch. 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 144. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord Loanda, April 15, 1858. 

I HAVE been gratified by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
7th January last, No. 1, approving of the letter on matters connected with the 
Slave Trade, which I addressed to Commodore Conover, the Commander of the 
American squadron, on the 13th October, 1857, a copy of which was transmitted 
with my despatch No. 68 of last year’s series, and I beg to tender to your Lordship 
my warmest thanks for that communication. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 145. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 31.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 15, 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th 
of January last, No. 2, relative to the circumstances under which I permitted 
Mr. Dalrymple to return to England. 

The whole of the facts connected with Mr Dalrymple’s leaving this place were 
faithfully and unreservedly placed before your Lordship in my despatch No. 72 of 
last year’s series. J will now only take the liberty of adding that I acknowledge 
respectfully, and appreciate fully, the force and justness of your Lordship’s obser- 
vations, in regard to the necessity of enforcing a strict rule of respectable behaviour 
at this place, and I regret that I should, in the first instance, have acted with too 
much lenience towards Mr. Dalrymple, whose connection with this Commission was, 
I can assure your Lordship, a source of the greatest possible pain and annoyance 
to me, both publicly and privately, from beginning to end. 

i have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 146. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


t 


(No. 6.) : 
Sir, ! Foreign Office, July 23, 1858. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 25 of the 3rd of Apri with its inclosures, 
containing information with regard to the cultivation of cotton in Angola, and I 
have to convey to you my approval of the manner. in which you have executed the 
instructions upon this subject contained in the Earl of Clarendon’'s despatch of the 
12th of September, 1857, 


( 


4 | 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY, , | 
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3} No, 147. “td 
The Earl of, Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 

(No. 7.) | — 


Sir, ign Office, July 22, 1858. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 19 of the 10th of March, I have to 
acquaint you that I approve the _ which you took on receiving from Her 
Majesty’s Consul in the Cape Verd Islands, a description of two Spanish vessels 
which were bound from those islands to the coast of Africa, under circumstances 
calculated to create a strong suspiceion that they were about to be engaged in the 
Slave Trade. " ‘ 
am 


, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 148. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 31.) 


(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 24, 1858. 

I REGRET to have to inform your Lordship chat a severe attack of fever 
under which J have recently suffered, has entirely prevented me during the last six 
weeks, from attending to any official business, and, being without any one to perform 
the duties of Clerk, it has been out of my power to prepare for transmission, the 
duplicates of the several despatches forwarded by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Firefly,” 
last month. 

The extreme debility I now labour under from the illness I have experienced, 
induces me, though with much reluctance, to solicit the indulgence of leave to 
return to England for a few months for the restoration of my health. I have been 
strongly advised by my medical attendants toseek an immediate change of climate ; 
but notwithstanding my prolonged residence here, and the inroads which I fear 
have already been made on my constitution, I should not feel myself justified in 
leaving my post pa the absence of my colleague, until I received whatever 
instructions your Lordship may be pleased to give me respecting the arrangements 
to be made for the discharge not only of the duties of the Commission, but likewise 
for the execution of the various Consular duties which have devolved on me during 
the last four years. ' 

It is inconceivable, my Lord, the trouble and labour I have had in the despatch 
of the correspondence which I have had the honour to hold with the Department 
over which your Lordship presides, during the period I have been acting as Commis- 
sioner, without any assistance whatever. 1 have endeavoured, but in vain, to 
obtain the services of any person in whom I could place confidence to act as Clerk, 
and I earnestly and respectfully hope that your Lordship will,;at your earliest 
convenience, make such arrangements as you may think proper to meet the 
exigencies of the case. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 149. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received July 31.) 


No. 32.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 25, 1858. 
‘’ I ‘HAVE had the honour to receive the several despatches addressed to me by 


ur Lordship’s predecessor, dated the 24th of February last, and numbered from’ 


to 5 inclusive, together with one marked Circular of the 26th of February. 

I have also had the honour of réceiving your Lordship’s despatches Nos. 1, 3, 
and 4 of the 19th of March, which were all duly delivered to me by the Commander 
of Hee aajemty's steamer “‘ Viper,” from Fernando Po, on the 15th instant; and, as 

Lass A, 2A 
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soon as the state of my health may permit of my resuming my duties, I shall not 
fail to give my best attention to the several matters to which they refer. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


SEE _0.00O.Snn 





No. 150. 
No. 151. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1858. 


I HAVE received your despatch, marked Separate, of the 24th of May last, 
requesting permission to return to England, for a few months, on account of the 
impaired state of your health ; and I have, in reply, to acquaint you that I accede 
to your request. 

You will, previously to your departure from your post, make over the archives 
and charge of the Commission to Sir Henry Huntley, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Loanda, who will be entitled, under the provisions of Article X of Annex B of the 
Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, to take the 
place of either the Commissioner or Arbitrator. 

I have directed Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon to request the Portuguese 
Government to send instructions, by the first opportunity, to the Governor-General 
of Angola, to recognize Sir H. Huntley in his capacity as Her Majesty’s Consul for 
that province. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


a 
No. 152. 


; The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 


(No. 10.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 20, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT to you the accompanying extracts of despatches from Mr. Craw- 
ford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana,* giving the names of several 
vessels which have either already sailed, or are about to sail, for the African coast, 
under American colours, and which are suspected of being destined to be employed 
in the Slave Trade ; and I have to desire that you will make known the information 


* Class B, Nos. 612 and 613. 
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contained in the inclosed extracts to the Portuguese authorities, and also to the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to commu- 
nicate. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 1538. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 31, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith an extract of a letter from Commodore Wise 
to Rear-Admiral the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey,* which has been communicated to 
me by the Board of Admiralty, containing information which leaves little rnom to 
doubt that a launch belonging to Loanda, called the “ Rio Zaire,” is engaged in 
the Slave Trade; and | have to desire that you will communicate the particulars 
respecting this vessel to the Portuguese aiihovilien, in order that steps may be 
taken to ascertain, if possible, who are the parties engaged in this slave-trading 
adventure. 


T am, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 154. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana,} containing information with regard to a 
barque, called the “J. W. Reid,” under American colours, which is supposed to be 
about to leave Cuba for the Coast of Africa, to be employed in the Slave Trade ; 
and I have to desire that you will communicate the information contained in the 
inclosed paper to the Portuguese authorities, and also to the Commanders of any of 
Her Majesty’s cruizers with whom you may be able to communicate. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 155. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 33.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 29, 1858. 


ADVERTING to my despatch of the 3rd ultimo, No. 25, I have now the honour 
to transmit the copy of a letter which I addressed to his Excellency the Governor- 
General of this province, relative to the views of the Association formed in Manches- 
ter for promoting the supply of cotton, together with a translation of his Excellency’s 
reply thereto. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 155, 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of' Angola. 


Sir, Loanda, April 10, 1858. 

AT an interview which I had the honour of having with your Excellency a short time since, I informed you 
that I had received instructions from Her Majesty's Government to endeavour to procure for the information of 
an Association which has recently been formed in Manchester for promoting the supply of cotton, full particulars 
respecting the cultivation of that important article in this province, and the best means of facilitatiug or improving 
its growth in this country. 


*No . + Class B, No. 621. 
2A 
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Having since addressed myself officially on this subject to Dr. Welweitsch, who, from his high scientific 
acquirements and important researches in the interior, appeared to me eminently qualified to furnish the desired 
information, I have received from that gentleman a detailed and highly interesting Report on the subject 
referred to. 

Asa matter of duty and deference towards your Excellency, Dr. Welweitsch and myself have agreed that I 
shall be the organ of communicating to you a copy of the Report made by him, and accordingly I now do myself 
the honour of laying it before your Excellency for your information. 

Certain points specified in the inquiries submitted by the Association at Manchester appearing to me to be 
essentially of a commercial nature, I considered that I should best carry out my instructions by seeking information 
thereon from a respectable mercantile firm in this city (Messrs. Oliveira and Schut), and those gentlemen, 
having obligingly acceded to my request, 1 have likewise the honour of inclosing herewith a copy of their 
reply. 
ea these papers your Excellency will perceive that, althoagh obstacles will have to be encountered in 
extending the cultivation of this important article in Angola, yet, nevertheless, the soil and climate being peculiarly 
suited to its production, those difficulties are by no means of an insurmountable nature if the hearty and 
energetic co-operation of this Government were afforded to any enterprise which might be undertaken with that 
end in view. 

I feel assured that your Excellency, who has ever evinced the most lively interest in the welfare and prosperity 
of the province over whose destinies you preside, will not fail to recognize the importance of extending the 
cultivation of an article which might speedily become a very valuable branch of commerce, and open up a wide 
field for the honest industry and civilization of the native population, and I should feel peculiarly gratified if, in 
transmitting these interesting papers to Her Majesty's Government, I could, at the same time, accompany them 
by an assurance of your Excellency’s co-operation in promoting in this province the important object for which 
the above-mentioned Association has been formed. 

T have, &c, 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 155. 
The Governor General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Cummissiuner. 


(Translation. ) 
Sir, Palace of Government at Leanda, April 27, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to arknowledge the receipt of your official letter of the 10th instant respecting the 
formation of an Association in Manchester for the purpose of promoting the culture and exportation of cotton in 
this province, upon which subject you had previously made a verbal communication to me. 

With the said letter, I received the copies of two Reports on this subject, whieh you had obtained in the 
execution of the orders of your Government, one being from Dr. Welweitsci, with special reference to the 
cultivation of cotton, and the other from Messrs. Oliveira and Schut, bearing more upon the exportation of that 
article. 

Offering some very judicious observations respecting the importance to this Colony of the realization of the 
attempt of this Association at Manchester, you conclude by expressing the desire to be enabled to assure Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government of the co-operation of the Government of the province in this matter. 

I have, in the first place, to thank you very much for these obliging communications, 

The competent opinion of Dr. Welweitseh, with respect to the eminent propriety of this country for the 
production of cotton, renders any other unnecessary. 

With respect to the remarks of Senhors Oliveira and Schut, as to the difficulties of developing its cultivation 
on a large scale, and the means of surmounting those difficulties, I have to observe— 

Ist. That I consider with those gentlemen that the general tendency to that culture would undoubtedly 
manifest itself as soon as a sure market might be established for the sale thereof at an encouraging price. 

The obstacles which now exist arise essentially from the want of that incentive. 

The remuneration to be expected from this labour would act as a stimulus against the natural indclence of 
the natives. The large sums realized by the increase of cotton would afford the means of improving the roads 
and establishing new systems of transport. By these improvements the produce would be brouglit to the market 
at cheaper rates, and consequently there would be a greater demand for it. 

2nd. To this matter, however, as in all others, the difficulty is to make a commencement. The negroes might 
be slower than they ought to be in recognizing the advantage of this labour. In the cultivation, as well as for the 
present transport of raw cotton, they alone are to be relied upon. 

It is in this point of view that I understand your wish to have an assurance of my co-operation in carrying 
out the useful project of the Association in Manchester. 

I must therefore state to you that, in promoting the enlightened and humane views of the Government of His 
Majesty, I will act towards the interests of that Association, whenever they may be established, in the same 
manner as I am now acting towards all the existing interests in the country, that is to say, I will afford them all 
just and proper protection, extending that protection in proportion as it may become necessary. 

It is now fully recognized that the mass of this native population require to be instigated to labour. A 
matter to which my attention is incessantly directed is that of securing to them due recompence, and protecting 
them from the violence to which they have been subjected, and which, as much perhaps as their own natural 
apathy, has been the cause of their repugnance to labour, on which I have touched. 

In conclusion, [ cannot but offer the expression of my warmest wishes that the project of the Association at 
Manchester may be realized. 

The Agents would now arrive at a very favourable mome:t, and would meet at this place with the most 
decided assistance. 

T entertain no deubt but that these views will be borne out by the orders of Her Majesty’s Government when 
I communicate to it, as [ shall now proceed to do, the contents of the despatch with which you have 
honoured me. 

God priserve, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL, 
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No. 156. 
Her Majesty's Acting Cummisssioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 28.) 


No. 34.) 
y Lord, Loanda, May 29, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the barque “‘ Minnetonka,” 
of 320 tons, stated to be of New York, was captured, on the 18th ultimo, off Black 
Point. by Her Majesty's brig ‘ Heron,” in a complete state of preparation for the 
immediate embarkation of a cargo of slaves, and having on board 380 ounces of 
gold in doubloons. 

2. The “ Minnetonka” cleared from Cardenas, in Cuba, on the 5th of February 
last, and was to have shipped 900 slaves twelve miles south of Black Point. She 
had neither colours nor papers on board when captured, and belonged to the same 
parties as the vessels recently captured by Her Majesty’s steamers “Conflict” and 
* Medusa,” and is the barque mentioned in a despatch from Mr, Crawford, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, to the Earl of Clarendon, dated the 6th of 
May, 1857, as having cleared for Madagascar. She then conveyed 970 slaves from 
the East Coast of Africa to Cuba, the person who commanded her when captured 
by the “ Heron” having been mate of her on that voyage. 

3. She was sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 157. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 35.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 30, 1858. 

I SHOULD scarcely have deemed it necessary to trouble your Lordship with 
the perusal of the inclosed correspondence, which has recently passed between the 

entleman acting for the Brazilian Consul-General in this province, and myself, had 
not been informed that it is intended to bring the matter to which it refers to the 
knowledge of the Government of Brazil. 

2. The alleged rumours respecting which the Consul-General, through Senhor 
Moraes, has thought proper to address himself officially to me, are such as to 
require no comment on the present occasion. And in submitting copies of this 
correspondence for your Lordship’s information, I shall only add the expression of 
my earnest hope that the answer which | returned to that gentleman may meet 
with your approbation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 157. 


Senhor Moraes to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 

(Translation.) 
Sir, Brazilian Consulate in Angola, May 8, 1858. 

IT appearing to this Consulate, from the statements made by some captains of 1 vrchant ships, that such 
ships cannot leave the ports of Brazil under the Brazilian flag, in order to engage in licit commerce in Africa, 
because Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has ordered its agents and commanders of vessels of war to seize 
any Brazilian vessel which may be fallen in with on this coast, independent of their being fitted for the Slave 
Trade, and although I am convinced of the falsity of such orders (‘da falsidade de similhante ordems”), for which 
no just reasons can be alleged by the British Government against that of brazil; yet as that information has 
driven away Brazilian commerce from this and other African markets, I hope that you, in order to assist me in 
eb the said information, which I consider unfounded, will be pleased to inform me if such orders have been 


given by the Government of Her Majesty, and if so, what grounds and what right can be alleged in justification 
thereof. : 
God preserve, &e. (Signed) IGNACIO JOSE MORAES, Jun., 


Acting for the Consul-General. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 157. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Senhor Moraes. 


Sir, Zoanda, May 8, 1858. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, and in reply I cannot abstain from 
expressing my regret that you should have deemed it necessary to address me officially, in regard to certain state- 
ments made by some captains of merchant ships frequenting this port, respecting the orders with which British 
authorities are furnished, statements which you yourself so justly consider to be r false and unfounded.” 

save, &e. 


I 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 157. 
Senhor Moraes to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Monsieur, Loanda, le 9 Mars, 1858. 

J’AI eu Vhonneur de recevoir votre lettre datée d’hier, dans laquelle, en réponse & la question que j’eus 
Vhonneur de vous adresser sur l'information que j'avais recue, vous avez eu la bonté de m‘assurer la fausseté, et 
je m’empresse & vous expliquer, Monsieur, que dans un sujet d'une si haute importance pour le commerce du 
Brésil, il m'était un devoir de vous adresser une telle demande, et que votre réponse, que j'espérais telle que 
vous m‘avez fait I'honneur de faire, pour détruire toute soupcon parmi les sujets des deux nations, m'était nécessaire 
pour en donner connaissance officielle ay Gouvernement du Brésil, qui, j’espére, lui donnera la nécessaire 
publicité. : 





Agréez, &e. 
(Signé) IGNACIO JOSE DE MORAES, Jun. 
No. 158. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Lieutenant Whyte, 
commanding Her Majesty’s steamer ‘“‘'Teazer,” being in latitude 5° 35’ south, and 
longitude 9° 50’ east on the 5th instant, captured a schooner, called the “ General 
Scott,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade, but without any ship’s papers to indicate 
her nationality. 

2. This vessel sailed from Havana for Cabinda, to make arrangements for 
shipping a cargo of slaves, and had on board specie to the amount of 1,812/., 
teesion ten Spanish passengers, when detained by the “'Teazer.” The person who 
represented himself as the captain was the same who commanded the “ James 
Buchanan” when she shipped 600 slaves at Whydah in September 1857. 

3. She was sent to Sierra Leone to be adjudicated before the Vice-Admiralty 
Court in that Colony. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 159. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner te the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 37. 
My Lor Loanda, May 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for gi Lordship’s information, copies of a 
correspondence which has recently passed between the Portuguese Commissioner 
and myself, respecting that gentleman’s renewing the oath of office prescribed by 
the Treaty consequent on his appointment as a member of the Mixed Court, as 
communicated to me in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch No. 25 of the 25th’ 
November, 1857. 

, 2, The Decree of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, dated the - 
3rd November, 1857, nominating Senhor José Julio Rodrigues to the post of Portu- 

ese Commissioner, appears, in my humble jd ment, to be an absolute and 
‘ormal recognition of the principle contended for by Her Majesty’s Government, 


LOANDA. 183 


viz., that the Portuguese Law of the 30th December, 1852, cannot authorize the 
appointment of officers to act under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, ex officio, 
and merely by virtue of their holding some other office, without their having also 
been nda ghey dl named by the Crown of Portugal, as required by the said Treaty, 
and that the fact of their holding any other office cannot dispense with the necessity 
for a formal and separate appointment. 

3. [ would respectfully submit, my Lord, that the inevitable result of this rule 
in the present case is, that all official acts practised by Senhor José Julio Rodrigues 
in the character of Commissioner on the part of Lis Most Faithful Majesty, which 
character he assumed, upon arbitration, in virtue of his office as the Senior Jud 
of the Court of Relacdo, and has hitherto held without any commission from the 
Crown of Portugal, are, for all legal purposes, invalid, and of none effect. 

4. I include, of course, amongst those acts, that of his taking the oath of office 
before the Principal Magistrate of this place as Portuguese Commissioner on the 
3lst December, 1856; and | take the liberty of adding ak expression of my opinion 
that he, not having been legally invested with that character, as acknowledged b 
the Governments of the High Contracting Parties to the Treaty of 1842, the oat 
administered to him therein becomes, as a natural consequence, a nullity. 

5. Under all the circumstances of the case, however, | have deemed it the most 
prudent course to abstain from urging my views any further, and to submit this 
matter to your Lordship’s better judgment, having verbally intimated te my Portu- 

uese colleague, that although I have adopted this course, | shall, notwithstanding, 
in the event of any case coming before the Mixed Court, pending the receipt of your 
Lordship’s instructions, feel it my duty to protest formally against all judicial acts 
practised by him until duly sworn in to the scien, © of the vation of the office to 
which he has been appointed by His Most Faithful Majesty. 

6. I am informed by Senhor Rodrigues that he has brought the matter under 
the consideration of the Portuguese Government, and solicited his instructions 
thereon. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 159. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Portuguese Cummissioner. 


Loanda, February 25, 1858. 

HER Britannic Majesty's Acting Commissioner having received a despatch from Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, inclosing a copy of a note addressed by the Marquis de Loulé to Her 
Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Lisbon, notifying that His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal had been 
pleased, by a Decree dated the 3rd November, 1857, to appoint Senhor José Julio Rodrigues to the post of 
Commissioner in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city, and having observed by the last 
Official B ‘Wletin that the Decree referred to has reached this place, has the honour to propose that that gentleman 
shall tak: ‘he oath of office preseribed by Article I of Annex B of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, and 
afterwards name a day and hour convenient to himself for a meeting of the Mixed Commission, with a view to the 
fact being duly entered on the records of the Court. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 159. 
The Portuguese Commissioner to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(Translation. ) ; St. Paul de Loanda, February 26, 1858. 

THE Undersigned, Commissioner on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of a communication which you were pleased to address to him, dated yesterday, stating that you had 
been informed of his nomination to that office by a despatch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and also by the Official Bulletin of this province, and inviting him therefore to take the oath prescribed 
by Article I of Aunex B to the Treaty of the 8rd July, 1842, in order that a record of the same might be duly 
entered at'a Session of the Mixed Court. 

The Undersigned begs permission, in reply, to offer the following observations :— 

Ist. That he, having filled the ‘above-mentioned office sinee the 31st December, 1856, on which day he not 
only took an oath of office, but likewise entered on his duties in accordance with Article 75 of the Decree of 
30th December, 1852, deems it unnecessary to repeat those acts, inasmuch as the diploma which he has now 
received does not annul the said acts, or alter their nature; on the contrary, that diploma having been issued in 
conformity with the provisions of the above-mentioned Article, the acts referred to are thereby confirmed. 

2nd. That, by virtue of the said oath and instalments, the Undersigned has conducted various matters, as 
well jointly with yourself in the annual reports, as in others separately, ull of which have received the approbation 
of the two Governments. This, without doubt, is an evident recognition of the legality with which those affairs. 
have ‘been transacted. 
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Under these circumstances, it appears to the Undersigned that all that it behoves him now to do is to present 
his diploma to the Court, and to cause the same to be efitered in the Minutes, which he will do so soon as the 
state of his health may permit. But if, notwithstanding, you should be of a different opinion, the Undersigued 
will have no hesitation in acting according to your views, even although he may consider it a redundancy. 

(Signed) JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 159. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Portuguese Commissioner. 


Illustrious Sir, Loanda, March  , 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your communication of the 26th ultimo, and I ask your indulgence for 
my delay in replying, in consequence of my being much occupied. 

Without entering into any discussion as to the necessity for your taking the oatlrof office before presenting 
the royal diploma of your nomination as Commissioner on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, I will only, in 
view of the last paragraph of your letter, take the liberty of saying that, for the ape of avoiding any incon- 
venience which might result from any question being hereafter raised as to the validity of the proceedings of the 
Mixed Court, I should be glad if you would accede to my suggestion, and after having taken the oath of office 
befure the principal magistrate of ihe place, and had the fact duly noted on your diploma, name a day and hour 
at your earliest convenience for our meeting with the Secretary to enter a Minute thereof on the Records of the 
Court. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 189. 


The Portuguese Commissioner to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, : Loanda, April 12, 1858. 
I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter, acknowledging mine of the 26th February in reply to yours 
of the previous day, and inviting me to accede to your request to renew the oath as Portuguese Commissioner. 
You ground this request on the last paragraph of my letter, in which I said as follows: “ But if, notwith.. 
standing. you should be of a different opinion, the Undersigned will have no hesitation in acting in accordance 
with your views.” 

Believe me, Sir, that I wrote that paragraph from the deference and particular attention which was due to 
you personally; but the more I reflect on the two observations which preceded it, the more I seem convinced that 
by agreeing now to be sworn in I shall render the legality of the first oath doubtful, and consequently the legality 
of all acts which, in virtue thereof, I have practised for more than a year. 

For this reason, | beg you to desist from your proposal, in order that the acts referred to may not be exposed 
to doubt. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 159. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Portuguese Commissioner. 


r, Loanda, April 13, 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter, of yesterday's date, in which you request me to desist from 
my proposal that you should renew the oath prescribed by the Treaty, before presenting your diploma as 
Portuguese Commissioner, to which office you have recently been appointed by His Most Faithful Majesty the 
King of Portugal. In reply I beg to state that that proposal having been made after due deliberation, and in the 
full persuasion, from the assurance given me in the concluding paragraph of your communication of the 
26th February last, that it would meet with your concurrence, I do not feel myself at liberty to withdraw it, and 
can only, therefore, repeat the expression of my hope that you will accede to my request. 

Regarding the objection raised by you to taking the oath of office, viz., that it will place in doubt the 
legality of all acts practised by you in the character of Portuguese Commissioner, which, in virtue only of 
the Decree of the 30th December, 1852, you had heretofore assumed, I will merely take the liberty of 
observing :— 

Is ‘That our respective Governments having by mutual consent recognized and established the principle that 
a special diploma is necessary gg a you to act under the Treaty, it appears to me that the natural 
consequence of your not having been furnished with any such diploma is that all acts practised by you as Portu- 

Commissioner up to the present time are not legally valid, irrespective entirely of any question regarding 
< renewal of the oath. 

2. That whatever weight might have been due to this consideration had you been called upon to exercise any 
judicial acts in the above-mentioned capacity, your functions in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission 

aving been as yet limited to the signing of two annual Reports, for transmission to the respective Governments, 
no inconvenience whatever can be bets aey in this res 

I beg to inform you that I received, by the last mail, a despatch from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, acquainting me that His Most Faithful Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
Senhor Antonio Urbano Pereira de Castro to the office of Secretary to the Mixed Commission, and 1 would 
therefore suggest that so soon as it may be convenient for you to meet mé in’ Session, for the purpose of 
presenting, your own diploma, we should at the same time administer to him the oath of office required by 
Article I of Annex B to the Treaty. | 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





LOANDA. 185 


No. 160. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 
se. 38.) 
y Lord, Loanda, May 30, 1858. 


WITH reference to previous — ae respecting the French subject 
styling himself the Count d’Arpoar, of whose proceedings in this province suspi- 
cions have long been entertained, I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship 
that that individual, finding that a strict surveillance was kept over him, and 
having in vain sought the permission of the Governor-General to carry off a 
number of slaves from this place to St. Thomé under the guise of embarking in 
some agricultura] project, has left the country and sailed hence on the 11th 
instant, in a Portuguese merchant-vessel called the “‘ Cacador,” bound to Rio de 


Janeiro. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 161. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received September 28.) 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 1, 1858. 

[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
marked Circular, of the 2€th February last, in which you inform me that the 
Queen has been pleased to accept the Ear) of Clarendon’s resignation of the office 
of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State of apap. Affairs (the notification 
of which resignation was communicated to me in a despatch from his Lordship 
bearing the same date), and to confide to you the seals of that Department. 

2. I shall not fail, in obedience, to your Lordship’s instructions to address to 
you my despatches and letters on public business, and to comply with whatever 
commands [ have the honour of receiving from you for my guidance and 
direction. 

I have, & 


Cc. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEI.. 





No. 162. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 28.) 


No. 42.) 
y Lord, Loanda, July 1, 1858. 
1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of tard Lordship, that 
there have been no cases adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Court of 
Mixed Commission established in this city, during the last half-year. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL: 





No. 163. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 43.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 3, 1858.: 

_ L HAVE the honour to eh to your Lordship that a Decree of His Most 
Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, has recently been received here, re-appoint-: 
ing Senor Amaral to the government of this province for a further period of three 
years. 
2. I réveived an official notification of this fact from: his Excellency a few days: 
sittee, and in acknowledging its receipt I took occasion to offer him: my -— 

Crass A. 2 
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tions on this mark of his Sovereign’s favour. and confidence, adding, at the same 
time, the expression of my confident hope that, in carrying out the important duties 
now recommitted to his charge, he will proceed as honourably as he has heretofore 
done in the execution of the laws of the country, and the fulfilment of the engage- 
ments contracted with Great Britain, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

3. In a conversation which I yesterday had with Senhor Amaral, his Excellency 
adverted to the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch respecting the proceedings of the 
French Agents on this coast in purchasing slaves to be ae as free emigrants 
to the French West Indian Colonies, which, by his Lordship’s permission, I had 
read to him a short time since; and he requested me to express, on his behalf, the 
high sense of satisfaction he has experienced from the manner in which the line of 
conduct pursued by him in that matter has been appreciated by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

4. By the Royal Decree, bearing date the 4th May last, His Most Faithful 
Majesty has been pleased to promote Senhor Amaral, who belongs to the corps of 
Royal Engineers, to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 164. 
Her Mujesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—' Received October 18.) 


(No. 44.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 25, 1858. 

I HAVE been honoured by the receipt of the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch of 
the 23rd February last, acquainting me, in reply to mine of the 5th and 10th 
September, 1857, Nos. 49 and 50, that the papers relating to the right of the Prize 
Court at this place to adjudicate in the cases of Portuguese vessels engaged in the 
Slave Tradé, which may be captured by Portuguese cruizers, had been referred to 
the consideration of the proper Law Officer of the Crown, and that, in conformit 
with his opinion, it would not be expedient to raise a question on this subject wit 
the Portuguese Government. 

2. | am further informed that, looking to the Slave Trade Suppression Treaty of 
1842 between Great Britain and Portugal, and to its Annexes, and tothe instructions 
for the guidance of naval officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that when Portuguese cruizers make 
captures either of Portuguese vessels, or of others, not under, or by virtue, or in 
pursuance of the Treaty, but by virtue of, or in accordance with, the Portuguese 
law on such subjects, the Portuguese Tribunals should be permitted to deal with 
such cases at their discretion, and without any interference on the part of British 
authorities. ; 

3. I may be permitted respectfully to point out to your Lordship, that the 
observations submitted in my above-mentioned despatches, and the suggestion 
founded thereon, referred only to the cases of Portuguese vessels captured by Portu- 
guese cruizers on the high seas. 

4. The Portuguese Decree of the 10th December, 1836, and all other Portu- 
guese laws.or enactments against Slave Trade, are strictly limited in their operation 
to the dominions and territorial waters of the Crown of Portugal, and the only law 
which prohibits Portuguese subjects from transporting the natives of Africa by 
sea, for the purpose of consigning them, to slavery, is the Treaty between Great 
Britain and that country of the 3rd July, 1842. I would, therefore, with the utmost 
deference, submit that all Portuguese vessels met with beyond the jurisdiction of 
the Portuguese Crown come strictly under the provisions of the Treaty of 1842, 
and not under any Portuguese Municipal law; and that the Mixed Commissions 
instituted under that Treaty are the only competent tribunals to hear the causes of 
Portuguese vessels engaged in Slave Trade on the high seas, even when detained 
by vessels of war of their own nation. 

Referring to the instructions issued for the guidance of naval officers employed 
in the suppression of the Slave Trade, the Karl of Clarendon was pleased to add that 
they appear to bear out the view of the case taken by the Law Officer of the Crown ; 
for, by these instructions the said officers are not only not instructed to send. British 
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vessels captured for slave-trading before the Courts of Mixed Commission, but 
they are instructed to send such vessels before British Vice-Admiralty Courts. 

6. The instructions here cited are based on the statute of the 5th Geo. IV, 
cap. 113, which, in the 3rd and subsequent sections, to the 11th inclusive, prohibits 
any subject of Her Majesty from committing particular acts of Slave Trade on the 
high seas, in British waters, or in waters not belonging to any recognized State ; 
and directs, moreover, that all seizures made in virtue thereof, shall be brought for 
adjudication in any Court of Vice-Admiralty in any part of Her Majesty’s domi- 
nions to which the case may be most conveniently carried for trial. 

7. The Municipal Legislation of Portugal, however, in regard to the abolition 
of the Slave ‘Trade, is essentially different, inasmuch as the Decree of the 10th of 
December, 1836, on this subject, merely ordains that the exportation of slaves is 
prohibited, ‘‘ both by sea and land, in the Portuguese dominions.” 

Again, the Decree of the 14th September, 1844, creating a Special Tribunal at 
this place, to hear and adjudge the cases of seizures made under the above-men- 
tioned Decree, distinctly says: “ With reservation of the provisions of the Treaty 
of the 3rd July, 1842;:” and, finally, in Article I of the Decree of the Ist of 
September, 1846, specifically defining the jurisdiction of that Tribunal, it is laid 
down as follows :— 

“The jurisdiction assigned by Article I of the Decree of the 14th of Septem- 
ber, 1844, to the Tribunal created at Loanda, for the adjudication of prizes made in 
conformity with the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, is limited to those which 
may be made in the waters of the Portuguese possessions to the south-east of 
Cape Palmas.” 

8. I have taken the liberty of submitting these brief observations to your 
Lordship, as it is possible yon may deem it expedient to cause the matter in ques- 
tion to be eeonnuilioed by the Law Officers of the Crown; but I beg, at the same, 
to assure you that, unless otherwise instructed, I shall not fail to be guided by the 
principles laid down in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch, whenever circumstances 
may arise which shall call for their application. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 165, 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


No. 45.) 
y Lord, Loanda, July 30, 1858. 

WITH reference to the subject of my preceding despatch, I beg leave to state 
to your Lordship that, in fulfilment of the instructions with which I was honoured 
in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch marked Confidential, of the 23rd February last, 
I took the first favourable opportunity of bringing forward, in conversation with the 
Governor-General, the subject of the right of the Prize Court at this place to adju- 
dicate in the cases of Portuguese vessels engaged in the Slave Trade which may be 
captured by Portuguese cruizers. 

2. His Excellency admitted that vessels whose Portuguese nationality is clearly 
established, and which may be detained on suspicion of slave-trading, beyond the 
jurisdiction of the Portuguese Crown, should, in his opinion, be brought for adjudi- 
cation before the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission. 

3. He added, that the only doubt which presented itself to his mind arose from 
the wording of Article XV of the Portuguese Decree of the 10th December, 1836, to 
which his attention had been drawn by the President of the Relacao, in reference to 
the canoe or native vessel, the capture and condemnation of which was reported in 
my despatch No. 49 of last year. 

4. In reply, 1 pointed out that the Article referred to merely prescribes the 
punishment to be inflicted on the captain or master of any Portuguese vessel met 
with to the southward of the 20th degree of north latitude, and at less than 200 

oe from the continent of Africa, without a passport in the form therein 
specified. 
= 5. On the above-mentioned clause it was that Senhor Mendes Affonso, the 
President of the Relac&o, grounded his opinion as to the right of the co 
2B2 
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Tribunal at this place to jurisdiction over the cases of all Portuguese vessels 
ae by cruizers of their own nation within the geographical limits there laid 
wh. 

6. Iam happy, however, to be able to inform your Lordship that at a conference 
which I have lately had with that gentleman, he assured me that, after attentively 
reconsidering this matter, he was not disposed to controvert the opinion that in 
virtue of the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the 
Traffic in Slaves, and looking, moreover, to the Portuguese Municipal Legislation 
on the same subject, it comes within the sphere and attributes of the Mixed Court. 
and not within those of the Tribunals of the country, to take cognizance of the case 
of any Portuguese vessel captured by a Portuguese cruizer. on suspicion of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade on the high seas. 

7. It would, notwithstanding, be very desirable if the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty could be induced to issue instructions to its authorities im this 
province, calculated to set this matter completely at rest for the future. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 166. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received October 18.) 


(No. 46.) 
My Lord, . Loanda, July 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Earl of Clarendon’s 
despatch, marked Confidential, of the 23rd February last, inclosing a printed 
prospectus of the “Western Africa Malachite and Copper-mines Company,” and 
acquainting me that it has been represented to Her Majesty’s Government that 
slave: already have been, and, in fact, are, or hereafter will be, again used in 
working these mines. 

2. ‘s obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in the above-mentioned 
despatch, I shall not fail to employ all the means at my command to have the 
proceedings of this Company carefully watched, and any information respecting 
the mines in question, which £ may be able to obtain, shall be duly brought to your 
Lordship’s knowledge. 

3. From a perusal of the papers which accompanied the Earl‘of Clarendon’s 
despatch, your Lordship will perceive that these are the mines at a place called 
Bembé, situated in the district of Encogé, which were ceded to Francisco Antonio 
Flores by the Portuguese Government in 1856. It appears that that individual 
having, in conjunction with Messrs. Pinto Perez and Co., already employed a consi- 
derable sum in the working, or rather the exploration, of these mines, <- recentl 
endeavoured to. form a Company in London, to which he might, on certain condi. 
tions, transfer his property in the soil, with all its accessorial rights. 

4, Whether that Company has actually been formed, or not, [ am unable to 
say, but a merchant-steamer named the “ Cleveland” arrived here from London, in 
March last, having on board a person named Bray, who has served for some years 
as captain of mines in the Brazils and Cuba, accompanied by a young gentleman 
named José Joaquim Monteiro (who was recently a student in the School of 
Practical Geology in London), in the character, I believe, of interpreter and 
secretary to Captain Bray, and about twelve miners and artizans. 

5. The ‘‘ Cleveland ”’ had on board, also, a small steam-engine of twenty horse- 
power, with all the necessary tools and — for working the mines on a larger 
scale than has heretofore been done ; and [ was given to understand that this expe- 
dition was sent out by Messrs, John Taylor and Sons, a mining firm in London, in 
conjunction with Messrs. Pinto Perez and Co., with a view of ascertaining and 
reporting upon the extent and value of the mines, gtr rami to the formation of 
the Company. It left this in March last, and I have been informed that on ite. 
arrival at Bembé, Captain Bray found hardly any vestiges of the workings which 
had been carried on by the parties who had previously been sent out to explore the. 
miues ; the heavy and long-continued rains towards the close of last year having, i 
consequence, it- is . of the inefficient manner in which the works had. Reais 
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executed—no proper timbering having been used to secure the levels and excava- 
tions—totally destroyed them. 

6. It is only within the last few days that they have succeeded in transporting 
the engine from Ambriz to Bembé, and, in consequence of several of the party 
having been attacked by fever, little or no progress has, as yet, been made in the 
working of the mines, No copper has been taken out since October of last year, 
and it appears that the works which it is now proposed to commence will be so 
situated, with reference to the external surface of the ground, that shafts and 
pumping machinery for the purpose of raising the mineral and carrying off the 
water must indispensably be resorted to. ; 

7. The eae produce of the ore taken from these mines has sometimes been 
estimated as high as 60 per cent., although the ordinary average produce, I am 
informed, is not more than 40 per cent.; but unless greater prudence and economy 
be observed in working them, and measures taken to diminish the expenses 
attending the transport of the ore to the coast for shipment, it seems doubtful 
whether even that proportion will enable the parties interested to compete success- 
fully with the copper produced in other parts of the world. 

In short, my Lord, from all I can learn, it will require a happy combination of 
capital, enterprise, and skill, in order to render this undertaking remunerative. 

8. Up to the present moment no measures have been taken to form a road 
from the mines to a place of shipment, in accordance with the terms of Flores’ 
agreement with the Portuguese Government. 

9. The expense of transporting the ore to the coast is considerably underrated 
in the printed prospectus inclosed to me in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch. It is 
there stated to amount to between 3/. and 4/. per ton; but I have been informed 
upon good authority that it exceeds 10/. per ton. 

10. I have reason to know also that the climate of the district in which the 
mines are situated has been much misrepresented, and that it is, in fact, far from 
being of that salubrious character which might be supposed from the reports 
published by the Portuguese authorities. Already two of the Englishmen employed 
in this undertaking have fallen victims to the pestilential effects of the climate, and 
three others have been obliged to return to England in shattered health, whilst 
none, I believe, of the Europeans composing the expedition to Bembé have escaped 
the endemic fever of the country. 

11. With respect to the labourers employed in carrying on the works, I beg 
leave to observe, my Lord, that this is a point upon which I apprehend considerable 
difficulty in acquiring correct information. In the Decree granting to Francisco 
Antonio Flores the exclusive privilege of working these mines, it is expressly 
stipulated that none but free men or voluntary labourers shall be employed. ‘The 
predominant opinion, however, in this province is, that should this condition be 
strictly enforced, it must prove a serious obstacle to the success of the undertaking : 
an opinion, of course, which could only prevail in a country which unhappily has 
never yet experienced the real advantages of free labour. 

12. The parties concerned in the mines seem to preserve the strictest secresy 
in regard to all matters of this nature. Bembé, moreover, is situated at a distance 
of 150 miles from this city, and my sources of information on this subject are few, 
and not always reliable. Reports, nevertheless, reach me from time to time which 
lead me firmly to believe that if slaves are not actually bought and owned by those 
parties, they are hired, as is not uncustomary throughout this province, from the 
native Chiels in the neighbourhood. 

14. It is uniformly admitted that the labour required for the carrying out of 
this undertaking can only be obtained by compulsory means, and it is, I think,- 
much to be feared that this will be done, if not by the purchase of slaves, at least 
in such a manner, and at such an inadequate remuneration, as to produce all the 
effects of slavery under the guise of paid labour. 

15. In conclusion, I would respectfully take the liberty of suggesting that 
should Her Majesty’s Government think proper to reappoint a Consul in this 
province, he should be instructed to direct his watchful attention to the proceedings 
of the agents of this “ Western Africa Malachite and Copper-mines Company ;” but 
more particularly in regard to the purchasing or hiring of slaves by any subjects 
of Her Majesty in its employ. ith this object in view, the Consul might be 
directed to visit Ambriz and Bembé periodically ; a measure which, not so much in 
consideration of the number of British subjects located at those places, as for 
various other reasons too obvious to require comment, but more particularly the: ' 
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well-known antecedents of the principal parties concerned in this enterprise, would, 
in my humble opinion, appear to be very desirable. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 167. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received October 18.) 


(No. 47.) 
My Lord, . Loanda, July 30, 1858. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Karl of Clarendon’s 
despatch No. 4 of the 23rd February last, inclosing, for my information, the copy 
of a Portaria issued by the Viscount Sada Bandeira in reply to a despatch addressed 
to the Portuguese Government by the President of the Board of Guardians of Slaves 
and Liberated Negroes in this province, upon various points connected with the 
interpretation of the Portuguese Decree of the 14th December, 1844, for the 
registration and partial emancipation of slaves in the Portuguese colonial 
possessions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No 168. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received October 18 ) 


(No. 48.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, on the 13th ultimo, Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Conflict,” R. W. Courtenay, Esq., Commander, being in latitude 
5° 56’ south and longitude 11° 30’ east, captured a schooner named the ** Angelina,” 
of Prospect, of about 150 tons, having on board a slave-deck, with a number of 
water-casks and other unquestionable indications of the iniquitous traffic in which 
she was engaged, 

2. The “ Angelina,” when detained by Captain Courtenay, hoisted no colours 
and had not any papers to prove her nationality ; but it appeared, from the state- 
ment of some of her crew, that she had sailed from the Havana four months 
aime and from errors of navigation, together with her bad sailing qualities, 

ad only arrived on the coast a few days before her capture by tlie “Conflict.” She 
was about to receive her cargo of slaves at or near Molembo. 

3. Captain Courtenay sent her to Sierra Leone, to be brought for adjudication 
in the Vice-Admiralty Court of that Colony. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 169. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 49.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 31, 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 19th 
March last, No. 1, transmitting an extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, reporting the departure from that port 
of several vessels for the African coast destined to be employed in the Slave 
Trade. ; 
2. In obedience to your Lordship's directions I communicated the information 
contained in this despatch to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers stationed 
on this part of the coast, and I am happy to say that one of the vessels referred to 
in Mr. Crawford's despatch,.the schooner “ Angelina,” has been captured by Her 
Majesty’s ship ** Conflict,” as reported in my preceding despatch. 
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3. The “ Putnam,” the other vessel mentioned by Mr. Crawford, has alread 
made one, if not two, successful trips from this part of the coast te the Havana with 
slaves, under the Amcrican flag. I reported her escape in my despatch dated 25th 
June, 1857, and have reason to believe that since then she has succeeded in carrying 
off another cargo. 

I have, &e. © 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
ee 
No. 170. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received October 18.) 


(No. 50.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 31, 1858. 

IN my despatch of the 30th May, 1857, No. 35, I had the honour to transmit 
a copy of the sentence pronounced by the Acting Juiz de Direito, at Benguella, 
acquitting the parties implicated in the shipment of slaves on board the Portuguese 
brig “ P. Soulé,” at Lucira, on the 31st December, 1855, and reporting, at the same 
time, that notice had been given by the Public Prosecutor of an appeal to the Court 
oi Relaciio in this city against the said sentence. 

2. | now beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that the Relagao * having 
annulled the criminal process instituted at Benguella, on the ground of certain 
irregularities appearing therein, the Procurador Regio (Crown Proctor) resolved 
that the matter should be submitted to the judgment of the Supreme ‘Tribunal of 
Justice at Lisbon, for which purpose the * autos” have been forwarded to that 
place. 

3. Upon this resolution being adopted a petition was presented to the Governor- 
General by one of the principal individuals concerned in this case, named Ferreira, 
who was then in confinement here, praying to be allowed to accompany the appeal 
to the metropolis, and to proceed hence in a merchant-vessel then on the eve ol her 
departure, tendering, at the same time, the names of two parties in this city who 
were willing to enter into a bond for his appearance before the above-mentioned 
tribunal, 

4. The Governor-General transmitted this petition to the Procurador Regio 
for an opinion as to whether his acquiescence in the prayer thereof would be in 
accordance with the laws respecting the acceptance of bail in criminal prosecutions 
for Slave Traffic.” The report of that officer was, that the prayer of the prisoner’s 
petition was inadmissible. 

5. This point was subsequently submitted to the judgment of Senhor Mendes 
Affonso, the President of the Tribunal of Relacio, who directs and controls all 
matters relating to prisoners under trial. That gentleman at once gave it as his 
opinion that no existing law would justify the administrative authorities in refusing 
the prayer of the petition, and that bond being given in conformity with the laws 
of the country, the prisoner should be immediately released from confinement, with 
a view of his accompanying the appeal to Lisbon by any conveyance which might 
offer. 

6. The Governor-General was not disposed to interfere any further with the 
execution of the law as interpreted by the highest judicial authority in the province, 
and, accordingly, Ferreira was allowed to proceed to Lisbon in the Portuguese 
merchant-vessel ** Napoledo,” a few days since, there to await the result of his trial 
before the Superior Court of that capital. 

7. The opinion of his Excellency the President of the Relagio in this case 
appears to me highly important, inasmuch as it is diametrically opposed not only 
to the practice heretofore followed by the Courts at this place, but likewise to the 
views frequently maintained by my absent colleague, Sir George Jackson, and 
sanctioned and approved by Her Majesty's Government; and, | would venture to 
add, that much trouble might be avoided in future if your Lordship would ascertain 
whether the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty sustains the view which 
Senhor Mendes Affonso has taken of this matter. 

8. In my humble judgment it appears. to be in direct contradiction to the spirit 
and tenour of Article XV of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, by which Portugal 
declared the Slave Trade to be piracy, and stipulated that any of her subjects 
taking part in that Traflic should be liable to the most severe secondary punish- 
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ment. Piracy is a crime for which bond is not admitted by the Portuguese laws ; 
but probably Senhor Mendes Affonso regards the Traffic in Slaves merely as 
contraband, and. as such, a bailable offence. 

9. The practice of allowing these criminals to embark on board merchant- 
vessels without any security beyond the personal recognizances of parties 
residing here, is so manifestly objectionable that all comment on it would be 
superfluous. 

In the present instance the circumstance, which only came to my knowledge 
some days after the sailing of the “‘ Napoledio,” affords a just ground for requiring 
explanation, inasmuch as there was lying in this port at the time the Portuguese 
frigate “ bom Fernando,” at present employed as a transport between this place 
and Lisbon, on board of which vessel the prisoner might have been sent under due 
custody. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) tDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 171. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbary.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 51.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 31, 1858. 

1 HAVE the pleasure of reporting to your Lordship that Her Majesty's 
steamer “ Viper,” Lieutenant Hodgkinson commanding, captured on the 20th 
ultimo, off the River Congo, a brigantine named the “ St. Andrew,” having on 
board, besides a large quantity of provisions, with plank and beams numbered and 
fitted for laying down as a slave-deck, 380 doubloons for the purchase of a cargo of 
slaves. 

2. This vessel. which left Havana on the 30th March last, was provided with a 
pass” from the American Consul at that place, authorizing her to proceed from 
thence to Charleston for the purpose of obtaining a register. When detained, 
there were no papers on board to establish her national character, and subsequently 
ten Spaniards were found concealed in her hold. 

3. The information gathered from the crew was, that a schooner called the 
“ Lady Gibson,” and a brig called the “ Telegraph,” both under American colours, 
were on their way to the Coast of Africa, engaged in the Slave Trade. 

4. Lieutenant Hodgkinson sent her to St. Helena for adjudication, under the 


Act 6 and 7 Vict., cap. 72. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) KDMUND GABRIEL. 
le 
No. 172. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 52.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 31, 1858. 


I REGRET that it should be my duty to report to your Lordship that a 
strong feeling has recently manifested itself in this province against the measure 
adopted by the Portuguese Government for abolishing the compulsory labour 
formerly exacted from free negroes, under the title of “‘ servico de carregadores.” 

2. Representations have been forwarded to the Home Government with a view 
of inducing it to rescind the Decree of the 3rd November, 1856, a copy of which was 
transmitted to the Earl of Clarendon in a despatch from Her Majesty's Minister at 
Lisbon, dated 19th December, 1856. 

3. Various arguments have been adduced against the provisions of that 
Decree, but the principal one is that the commercial interests of the province have 
suffered in consequence of the negroes having refused to engage voluntarily as 
“ carregadores, ’ and no suitable means having been substituted for transporting 
the produce of the country from the interior to the coast for shipment. | cannot, 
however, refrain from stating my belief, founded on information which I consider 
perfectly reliable, that this assertion is devoid of any real foundation, and that if 
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greater difficulties have been experienced in the transport of produce from the 
interior since the publication of the Decree in question, they are entirely attri- 
butable to that Decree not having been rightly or honestly administered by the 
subordinate authorities of the province. 

The fees formerly received by the commandants and officers in the interior for 
labourers hired by them to the merchants of the districts within their jurisdiction, 
constituted a considerable source of income to those officers, who are otherwise 
very inadequately paid. Under the regulations now in force they are deprived of 
those fees, and consequently, instead of honestly and scrupulously carrying the 
Decree into execution, they, by abuses of authority, endeavour to frustrate the 
humane intentions of the Portuguese Government, and put every possible obstacle 
in the way of the merchants hiring voluntary labourers for the purpose of trans- 
porting their goods to the coast. 

4. Whilst writing upon this subject, I ought, however, to state to your 
Lordship that I believe the Governor-General has strenuously endeavoured to 
promote the honest execution of the Decree of the 3rd November, 1856, having in 
furtherance of this purpose issued various orders and resolutions, but his Excel- 
lency’s beneficent efforts have not been duly seconded by the subaltern authorities. 
It is unquestionably the fact, my Lord, that they are the parties interested in 
maintaining the system of forced labour called ‘‘servico de carregadores,” and 
that the real drift of the agitation which has recently been got up in this matter, is 
te to protect and advocate their interests than to benefit the commerce of the 
colony. 

5. Amongst the other futile arguments adduced by those who are opposed to 
the above-mentioned Decree, it is said that the natural indolence of the natives is 
such that they will not hire themselves as “ carregadores,” unless under com- 
pulsion. On the other hand, however, it is the opinion of many persons of 
experience (an opinion in which I fully coincide), that if adequate measures were 
taken for securing to them a fair remuneration for their labour, and for carryin 
into execution the laws and regulations now in force for their protection an 
security, they would with perfect good-will attach themselves to that or any other 
employment which might be offered them. 

6. The great evil appears to me to consist in not obliging the commandants in 
the interior to abstain from all interference between the natives and the merchants, 
and to allow the former to make their own bargains,—in other words, to dispose 
freely of their own labour. This, I am informed, has not hitherto been the case, 
and so long as the natives are not allowed free communication with the parties by 
whom their services are engaged, they will never believe that the measure recently 
adopted by the Portuguese Government is intended to promote their welfare, and 
they will shun employment as “ carregadores.” 

7. It is much to be desired, however, that the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty, knowing how deeply this matter affects the true interests of this, 
the most important of all its colonial possessions, will send out positive orders to 
prevent the benevolent enactments of the Decree of the 3rd November, 1856, from 
being disregarded or evaded. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 173. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 53.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 31, \858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
“Heron,” W. H. Truscott, Esquire, Commander, captured, on the 2nd instant, off 
Kilongo, the barque “ Governor of Paris,” of Portland, 267 tons, without colours or 
papers, and having a slave-deck laid, together with all the fittings requisite for the 
reception of a cargo of slaves, 800 of whom she was to have shipped at Kilongo, 

2. She was sent for adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
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No. 174. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.-.( Received October 18.) 


(No. 54.) ' 
My Lord Loanda, August 25, 1858. 


2 

I BEG to bring under your Lordship’s notice a circumstance which has 
recently occurred on this part of the coast, ead the audacious manner in which 
the slave-dealers in the River Congo still carry on their operations under the 
protection of the American ms J 

2. The American brig ‘ Charlotte,” John Lockhart Master, belonging to the 
firm of Figaniere Reis and Co., of New York, which has made two or three voyages 
to this place with legal cargo on account of that firm, arrived on the coast about 
three months ago, having left New York on the 10th February last, with fourteen 
passengers, parties sup to be connected with Slave Trade adventurers, all of 
whom landed at Rlack Point. She remained at Ponta de Lenha, in the River Congo, 
from the middle of April until the end of last month, and during the whole of that 
time her motions were constantly observed by Her Majesty’s cruizers. On one 
occasion she came down the river evidently with a view of reconnoitering her 
chances of escape, and returned the following day to the anchorage at Ponta da 
Lenha. Being, Lomnase, a bond fide American vessel, and furnished with regular 

apers as such, Her Majesty’s naval officers, although strongly suspecting her 
intentions, carefully abstained from all interference with her. 

3. I have been informed that during the “Charlotte's” stay in the River Congo, 
the captain openly declared that he was only waiting to complete the necessary 
arrangements in order to ship slaves. 

4. When the vessel was fitted in all respects to receive her human cargo, she 
dropped down the river to a spot clear of all shoals and dangers, still wearing the 
American flag; and on the 26th ultimo, as soon as darkness set in, embarked 600 
slaves at the Praia de Pescadores, about two miles north of the French factories, in 
Pirate’s Creek. The operation of shipping the slaves was got through in about 
three hours, and starting with a favourable breeze in the dead of night, before 
daylight she was out of reach of Her Majesty’s cruizers 

5, It has been reported to me that the captain of the “ Charlotte” (Lockhart), 
before leaving the Congo, received an advance of 6,000 dollars for taking the vessel 
to Cuba, and that arrangements have been made for ape in the Wew York 
journals an announcement of her arrival at. that place with lawful cargo from 
Africa. 

6. Three other American vessels have lately been met with on this part of the 
coast, viz., the brigantine “ Ellen” and barques “ Venus” and “ E. A. Chase,” of 
which the two former are known to be about to ship slaves, but, being provided 
with regular American registers, they cannot be interfered with by the officers of 
Her Majesty’s squadron. 

7. i have learned also, from Lieutenant Pike, commanding Her Majesty’s 
steamer “ Antelope,” who has recently been very actively employed on this division 
of the Station, that the brig ““ Putnam” carried off 700, and the ship ‘“‘ Trovatore” 
1,160 slaves, from Kilongo to Cuba during the past month. 

8. The proceedings of these vessels, but more particularly the case of the 
“ Charlotte,” afford a strong demonstration to the Government of the United States 
of the necessity of taking some stringent measures to check the practices of the 
slave-dealers now being carried on with so much effrontery, yet with so much 
impunity, in American vessels ; and it is sincerely to be ee that from a fair and 
honest zeal for the discharge of its Treaty engagements, if not from the dictates of 
humanity, that Government will lose no time in employing the energy requisite to 
put an end to the atrocious crimes which are now being perpetrated under its flag. 

9. I regret to add that for the last four months, or since the departure from 
this place of the United States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” on the 20th April last, there 
has been no American vessel of war on this part of the coast: aud. although the 
“ Marion” has just arrived, she, after remaining for three weeks at anchor in this 

rt, is already short of provisions, and about to proceed to. the Cape Verde Islands 
ir a supply. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


ee 
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No. 175. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


No. 55.) 

ie Lord, Loanda, August 25, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Commander Truscott, of Her Majesty’s 
brig ‘‘ Heron,” captured, on the 9th instant, off Black Point, the brigantine ‘‘ Mary 
Elizabeth,” of 149 tons, fully equipped for Slave Trade. 

2. She had no papers to prove her national character when detained by the 
“Heron,” and intended to ship 500 slaves in the River Congo, having been permitted 
to leave the Havana completely prepared for their reception; a fact which affords 
strong evidence of the negtignnce and connivance of the Custom-house authorities 
at that place as regards Slave Trade adventures. 

3. The “ Mary Elizabeth” was sent to St. ss for adjudication. 

ave, &c. 


I 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 176. 
- Sir H. Huntley to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received December 8.) 


Sir, Island of Ascension, November 8, 1858. 

I BEG to inform you that 1 have this day disembarked from on board the 
Royal Mail steam-ship “ Celt,” and that I shall immediately apply to the proper 
authority here for conveyance to Loanda. 

I beg also to inclose the copy of the requisition made by me for conveyance 
from the Cape to this Island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 176. 
Sir H. Huntley to Messrs. Anderson & Co. 


Gentlemen, ° Cape Town, October 21, 1858. 
HAVING arrived from England in the Royal Mail steamer “ Levoisan,” on my route to Ascension, and in 
the absence of any naval officer from whom I can obtain an order for a passage from here to Ascension, I hereby 
call upon you, in terms of the contract between the Lords of the Admiralty and the Royal Mail Steam Company, 
to furnish me with such passage by the “ Celt,” leaving this day. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, Captain R. N. 





No. 177. 


1. The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner, 
o. 13. 
ir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1858. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 37 of the 30th of May last, I_ transmit 
for your information copies of two despatches from Mr. Howard, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon,* inclosing copies of the correspondence which has passed 
between him and the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, relative to the refusal 
of Senhor Rodriguez to accede to the proposal which you made to him that he 
should renew the oath of office prescribed by Article I of Annéx B to the Treaty of 
the 3rd July, 1842, 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY, 
—— ee 
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No. 178. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 

(No: 14.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1858, 
_1 INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Howard, 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon*, reporting what has passed between him and the 
Viscount de Sé da Bandeira on the occasion of his communicating to the Portu- 

uese Minister a copy of cot despatch No. 52 of the 3lst July, relative to the 
feeling existing in the Province of Angola against the Decree abolishing the 
compulsory labour formerly exacted from the negroes under the title of “servico de 
de carregadores.” 


lam, &e. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 179. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 
(No. 56.) 
M Loanda, September 10, 1858. 


Lord, 
? REQUESTING reference to my despatch of the 3rd August, 1857, No. 47, 
reporting the condemnation by the Prize Bonet at this place of a barque called 
the “ Velha Annita,”’ alias ‘* Splendid,” of Boston, without colours or papers, captured 
by His Most Faithful Majesty’s schooner ‘Cabo Verde,” and to the observations 
respecting the disposal of her crew contained in my despatch No. 18 of this year’s 
series, I have now the honour to lay before your Lordship a translation of the sen- 
tence of the Juiz de Dirieto, acquitting those individuals, and ordering that they be 
placed at liberty. 

2. One of the grounds set forth for this remarkable and unprecedented sentence 
is, that the fittings found on board of a ship do not afford sufficient proof of a 
criminal participation in the Slave Trade to justify the condemnation of her crew 
in the penalties specified in Article 19 of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836. 
In my opinion, however, and I offer it with great deference to your Lordship, this 
argument is directly opposed to the letter and spirit of the Decree in question ; 
Article 19 of which, in its Ist section, prescribes that ‘the captains, or masters 
and mates of slaving-vessels, as well as the persons charged with the purchase or 
sale of the slaves, or their conveyance on board such vessels, shall be confined in 
the galleys during a period of from two to five years, and pay a mulct of from 500 
to 2,000 milreis in sulidum.” 

Again, the 2nd section of the above-mentioned Article specifies that “all other 
’ individuals found on board vessels employed in the said Traffic shall be condemned 
to serve from two to four years on board national ships of war without pay, &c.” 

3. Annexed to the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, is a list of articles 
which, being found on board of any vessel, are to be considered as indications of 
her being intended for the Slave Trade, and to subject her to the provisions of that 
Decree, and in that list are enumerated nine distinct articles of slave equipment, 
with the whole of which the “ Velha Annita,” alias “‘ Splendid,” was provided. 

4. I beg to submit for your Lordship’s consideration whether the fact of a 
vessel being condemed by the competent Tribunal for having on board all these 

rohibited fittings, does not constitute a “slaving vessel,” or ‘a vessel employed 
in the Traffic in Slaves,” within the meaning of the above-mentioned Decree, and 
render the captain, mate, and all other individuals found on board, liable to. the 
nalties imposed in the Article above referred to. This is a point which I respect- 
ully submit merits the serious attention of the Government of His Most Faithful 
Ma , inasmuch as, if the sentence of the Juiz de Direito in the case of the 
* Velha Annita” is allowed to stand on record unnoticed, it may possibly be drawn 
into a very pernicious precedent in future. 

5. From that judgment an appeal was made by the Procurador Regio (Crown 
Attorney), to the Court of Relagdo in this city ; but the members of that Tribunal 
differing in opinion, as your Lordship will perceive by the paper of which I have 
the honour to subjoin a translation, i#t-has been decided that the proceedin 
shall be transmitted to the Relacio at Lisbon for final sentence. One of the 
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Judges of the Relagio at this place, was of opinion that the decision of the Juiz de 
Direito should be reversed, and all the individuals found on board the “ Velha 
Annita” condemned in the full penalties of the law ; another voted for the confir- 
mation of that sentence ; and the third considered that the procceding shad before 
the Juiz de Direito should be annulled as informal and irregular. 

6. The “ autos” have accordingly been forwarded to Lisbon, and, pending the 
judgment of the RelacSo in that capital, the crew of the “ Velha Annita” will be 
retained in custody here. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 179. 
Sentence pronounced by the Juiz de Direito in the cause of the Prisoners from the barque “Velha Annita.” 


(Translation. 

SEEING these “autos,” &c., the defendants José Autonio Barboza, Jofio Maria Celestino, and others, are 
accused of having been found on board the barque ‘* Velha Annita,” adjudged a good prize by the competent 
tribunal, and two first-named defendants concerned in the Traffic in Slaves, for which the said barque was destined, 
one of them being the captain and the other mate, and having, therefore, incurred the penalties prescribed in the 
19th Article of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, whilst the rest, being the crew, are comprehended in 
the second paragraph of the said Article. 

The grounds of accusation and defence, and the proofs produced on both sides, having been examined, it is 
shown that the barque ‘* Velha Annita” presented all the indications of being destined for the Traffic in Slaves, 
in consequence of which she was judged a good prize; but it is not shown that the defendant José Antonio 
Barboza was the captain who conducted the adventure, nor that the defendant Celestino was the mate until the 
end of the voyage, or guilty of connivance in the said adventure. On the contrary, it is shown that as soon as 
his suspicions were aroused. he attempted to conspire against the captain and owners, who had deceived him. 

It is seen, also, from the proofs in the “ autos,” that the rest of the crew were, in like manner, deceived, 
and by no means gave their consent to such an adventure, all admitting the desire which they felt to oppose the 
navigation of the ship in the course which she steered, after deviating from the port for which they had been 
falsely engaged. 

Considering that, according to law, the fittings of a ship serve to justify her capture and the delivery of the 
persons found on board of her, with a view to — whether they are guilty of slave-trading ; and it being 
requisite, moreover, that such fittings shall be sufficient to render all persons found on board such ship subject to 
legal proceedings, as concerned in the Traffic in Slaves: nevertheless in this, as in any other crime, it is not 
possible to dispense with the production of that clear and fnll proof which cannot result from the mere equipment 
of a vessel; and neither is it established by law that such equipinent shall be considered sufficient for the final 
condemnation of the defendants. 

On all these grounds, therefore, and others which appear in the “ autos,” and the enactments of the law, to 
which I conform, I judge that the defendants accused in this process are not proved to have been the authors or 
accomplices of the crim? of slave-trading, and I therefore acquit them, and order that they be placed at liberty, 
leaving to the Public Prosecutor free action against the true authors of the criminal enterprise as shown by the 
“autos.” 

Loanda, June 1, 1858. 

(Signed) JOAO JOSE D'ANDRADE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 179. 


Decision of the Court of Relagio in the case of the barque “ Velha Annita.” 


Translation.) 
. IN the criminal process, in which the appellant is the Public Prosecutor, and the respondents José Antonio 
Barboza and others, captured on board the barque “ Velha Annita,” engaged in the Slave Trade, the following 
sentence was pronounced :— 

‘That, as this process cannot be adjudged in consequence of there having been presented at the Conference 
held for its final judgment, three opinions differing from and absolutely irreconcileable with each other, the same 
shall be remitted to the Relaciio of Lisbon, in conformity with Article 17 of the Decree of the 17th of August, 
1857, and Article 46 of the Novissima Reforma Judicial, not only because the Decree of the 15th of April of 
the present year cannot, for the present, be carried into execution in consequence of the want of Judges to act as 
members of this Court, according to Article 4 of the said Decree, but also because there is: no Juiz de Direito 
in this Comarca, and his Substitute is acting in the Relagiio; and there is no one but am advocate, who is to be 
called in only in the absence or impediment of any of the Ju of this Court, according to the Special 
Regulations for the Administration of Justice in this Province, of the 30th of December, 1852. 


nee Signed) MENDES AFFONSO 
( J. J. RODRIGUES. — 
CABRAL* 


* Voted against the remittance of the process, because it is not known whether sentence might be pronounced 
by the majority of votes, all the Substitutes of the Relagao not having yet been heard in Conference, 
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No. 180. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 
No. 57.) 


ir, : Loanda, September 10, 1858. 
I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th March last, 
referring to previous correspondence on the subject of a boat for the use of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, and desiring that, as soon as the boat 
returned to Commodore Adams in the month of September 1856, shall be properly 
fitted and made over to me in a serviceable condition, I will draw a bill on the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, in favour of the Accountant- 
General of the Navy, for the cost thereof, amounting to 27/. 18s. 6d. 

6. I have been given to understand by Commodore Wise, that the boat in 
question having been taken to England in one of Her Majesty’s ships, he has 
ordered another to be fitted out at Ascension in lieu of her, and sent over in any of 
the cruizers proceeding from thence to this part of the station. Whenever she 
may be delivered to me, I shall strictly guide myself by the instructions which 
you have been pleased to convey to me in your above-mentioned despatch. 
have, & 


I c. 
(Signed) | EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 181. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 58.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 16, 1858. 

I HAD the honour to receive, in due course, your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of 
the 5th May, inclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Judge in 
the Mixed Commission at Havana, containing information respecting certain vessels 
which are reported to be destined for employment in the Slave Trade; and in 
fulfilment of your Lordship’s instructions | lost no time in making known the 
information contained in that despatch to the Portuguese authorities at this place, 
and to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this division of the station. 

2. Of the six vessels referred to in Mr. Crawford’s above-mentioned despatch, 
three have already been captured by Her Majesty’s squadron on this coast: viz., 
the “ Mary Elizabeth,” “ Lydia Gibbs,” and “St. Andrew;” but of the others I 
have not, up to the present moment, received any intelligence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 182. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 59.) 
Sir, Loanda, September 16, 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch of the 23rd April last, 
transmitting to me a copy of the circular letter of the Ist September, 1845, relating 
to the accounts of the Commission, together with copies of its inclosures. 

2. I shall conform to the instructions contained in these papers, as well as to 
the directions that you are pleased to give me at the same time, that I should send 
the annual accounts of the Comnilsstan direct to the Commissioners for auditing the 
public accounts, instead of, as heretofore, to the Foreign Office. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 


i 
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No. 183. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 60.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge having received your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 23rd July last, No. 7, referring to the steps which I took on receiving from 
Her Majesty’s Consul in the Cape Verde Islands, a description of to Spanish 
vessels which were bound from those Islands to the Coast of Africa, under circum- 
stances calculated to create a strong suspicion that they were about to be engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 

2. Your Lordship’s approval of the course adopted on the occasion in question 
has proved very gratifying to me. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 184. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 61.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1858. 

I AM honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd July 
last, No. 7, and it affords me most peculiar satisfaction to learn from it that the 
manner in which I executed the instructions conveyed to me in the Earl of Claren- 
don’s despatch of the 12th September, 1857, respecting the cultivation of cotton in 
this province, has met with your approval. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 185. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 62.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 25, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty's steamer 
“Viper,” Lieutenant Hodgkinson Commander, being off Kilongo on the 15th instant, 
captured a schooner of about 190 tons, called the ‘ Kate Helen,” without any ship’s 
papers to establish her national character, and with such fittings on board as left 
no doubt of the intention to employ her in the conveyance of slaves. 

2. This schooner was completely abandoned when boarded by the “ Viper,” the 
master and crew having, on the approach of Her Majesty’s steamer, taken to their 
boat and succeeded in landing at Kilongo. It was evident, however, that she had 
been navigated by a Spaniard; the ship's log, which was found on board, having 
been written in the Spanish language. 

3. She was sent toSierra Leone, to be tried before the Vice-Admiralty Court in 
that Colony. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 186. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmeshury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 65.) 

My Lord, _Loanda, October 3, 1858. 
IT affords me pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that the United States’ 

sloop-of-war ‘“ Marion,” Captain Brent, captured on the 10th ultimo, off Mayumba, 

a brig called ‘‘ The Brothers,” of 142 tons, sailing under the American flag, and 


= 
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said to belong to Charleston, in South Carolina. She had on board, besides a cargo 
of rum, various fittings improper for a licit trader, and specie to the amount of 
about 8,000 dollars. 

2. “The Brothers” was manned by a crew of about twenty men, amongst 
whom, J am informed, there were few, if any, American citizens, and Captain Brent 
determined on sending her to Charleston, to be brought for adjudication before the 
competent tribunal at that place. 

1 have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





No. 187. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 66.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 10, 1858. 


DR.SATURNINO DE SOUZA F OLIVEIRA, the Brazilian Consul-General in 
this province, has lately acquainted me of his having received intelligence that some 
parties here are forming a design to introduce slaves into the Brazils by landing 
them in Guayana, and afterwards removing them overland to Para and the other 
provinces in the north of that country. 

2. I considered it, therefore, advisable to profit by the departure of a vessel 
bound direct to Kio Janeiro, to communicate this information to Her Majesty’s 
Minister at that place, the more so as Dr. Saturnino intimated to me that fe was 
about to transmit a despatch on the subject to his Government by that opportunity, 
and I have now the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of the letter which 
I addressed to Mr. Scarlett relative to the report in question. 

3. I have used my utmost endeavours to procure information from other 
quarters respecting this matter, without succeeding in obtaining any confirmation 
of the Report communicated to me by the Brazilian Consul, although that gentle- 
man appears to connect it with the recent arrival at this place of two Portuguese 
vessels—one the barque “ Progressista,” from Pernambuco; and the other the 
schooner “ Josefina,” from Bahia—to both of which there attaches a strong suspi- 
cion of their being concerned in some Slave Trade adventure from this coast to the 
Brazils. 

4, As I feel it to be my duty to be keenly on the alert in regard to any attempt 
to revive the Traffic in Slaves with that country, I trust your Lordship will approve — 
of my having hastened to bring this matter under the notice of Mr. Scarlett, who 
will probably have better means at his command than I have of obtaining correct 
information on the subject. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 187. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Mr. Scarlett. 


Sir, Loanda, September 26, 1858. 
A VESSEL being about to sail hence this day for Rio Janeiro, I embrace the opportunity of acquainting 
‘ou that Dr. Saturnino de Souza e Oliveira, the Brazilian Consul-General in this city, has stated to me that, 
information which he has received from reliable sources, he is led to believe that a project has recently been 
set on foot for introducing slaves into the Northern Provinces of Brazil, by way of Giuayana, and that he is about 
to forward a report on that sabject to his Government by the vessel which conveys this despatch. 
2. I am not able to say how far the truth of the reports which have reached Dr. Saturnino may be relied 
upon, nor, indeed, have I yet succeeded in obtaining sufficient grounds for making a representation thereon to 
er Majesty’s Government ; but, nevertheless, I consider it my duty to lose no time in bringing to your knowledge 
the suspicions entertained by the Brazilian Consul, in order that, should they prove well-founded, you may be 
enabled to adopt such measures as may appear to you best calculated to thwart the plan which that gentleman 
supposes the slave-dealers to have in contemplation. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 


sd 
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No. 188. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859.) 
(No. 67.) 
My Lord. Loanda, October 15, 1858. 


ADVERTING to the last paragraph of my despatch of the 20th August last, 
No. 54,1 now consider it my duty to acquaint your Lordship that the United 
States’ frigate “Cumberland ” arrived in this port on the 17th ultimo, followed 
by the corvette “ Vincennes ” on the 25th ultimo. 

2. Commodore Conover, commanding the American naval forces on this coast, 
whose flag was flying on board the former vessel, after remaining here a month, has 
proceeded on a cruize to the southward, and purposes, I believe, shortly taking his 
departure from this part of the coast for the Cape de Verde Islands and Madeira. 

3. The “ Vincennes” has been ordered to cruize to the northward, and may 
probably remain in the neighbourhood of the River Congo, until obliged to leave it 
for provisions. 

I have, &c. 
” (Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 189. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 68.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 24, 1858. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 12th 
August last, No. 8, acquainting me that you have appointed Sir Henry Huntley, 
Knight, a Commander in the Royal Navy, to be Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners at this place, in the room of Mr. Dalrymple, and inclosing, for my informa- 
tion, a copy of 8 letter which had been addressed to Sir Henry Huntley on his 
appointment. 

2. Your Lordship informs me, at the same time, that this gentleman has been 
appointed Her Majesty’s Consul in the Province of Angola, and that his duties in 
that capacity are quite distinct from, and will in no way interfere with, his duties 
as Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

3. Sir Henry Huntley has not yet arrived, and I understand that, having been 

ermitted to leave England in the packet for the Cape of Good Hope, instead of 
Pecusate Po, he cannot be expected here for another month or two. 

4. I beg leave to assure your Lordship that I have severely felt the want of 
efficient clerical assistance in carrying out the various duties which have devolved 
upon me since the departure of my colleague now two years ago; and having taken 
the liberty to refer to this matter in my despatch of the 24th May last, 1 now beg 
respectfully to return to your Lordship my warmest acknowledgments for your 
ready attention to the representation which I made on this subject. 

5. In consequence of the multifarious duties which I have had to attend to as 
the only British authority in this province, and the very indifferent state of my 
health for some time past, I am sorry to say that it has been utterly out of my 


wer to pay proper attention to the books and records of the Commission, and the 


ormer are, therefore, considerably in arrears. With the assistance, however, of 
the:Clerk whom your. Lordship bas now been pleased to appoint I shall hope, in the 
course of a short time, to put the archives in the same complete order in which they 
were handed over to me by my colleague. 
I have, &c. ' 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
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No. 190. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 9, 1859:) 


(No. 69.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge having received your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 9 of the 19th August last, acquainting me that you have been pleased to 
accede to my request for permission to return to England for a few months, and 
instructing me, previously to my departure, to make over the archives and charge 
of the Commission to Her Majesty’s Consul at this place. 

2. I beg leave to tender to your Lordship my most grateful thanks for your 
ready acquiescence in the request which I reluctantly made in my despatch marked 
Separate of the 24th May last. I am ig to say that since that period my 
health, although not yet completely restored, has so far improved as to render it 
unnecessary for me to seek an immediate change of climate, and I shall not, there- 
fore, for the present require to avail myself of your Lordship’s goodness. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 191. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 70.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 24, 1858. 

I AM honoured by the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th August 
last, No. 20, transmitting to me extracts of despatches from Mr. Crawford, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, giving the names of several vessels which 
have already sailed, or are about to sail, for this coast under American colours, and 
which are suspected of being destined to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

2. In obedience to your Lordship’s commands I have communicated to his 
Excellency the Governor-General, and also to the officer commanding the Portu- 
guese naval forces on this coast, the information contained in Mr. Crawford's above- 
mentioned despatches, and I shall take an early opportunity of making the same 
known to Commander Aplin, of Her Majesty’s steamer “Hydra,” at present the 
senior officer of Her Majesty's cruizers on this division of the station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 192. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—( Received January 9, 1859.) 


(No. 71.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the satisfaction of reporting to your Lordship that the brig “ Rufus 
Soulé,” one of the vessels referred to in Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s despatch of 
the 22nd July last, as having left Matanzas to be employed in the Slave Trade, has 
been captured by Lieutenant Austin B. Hodgkinson, commanding Her Majesty’s 
steamer “ Viper.” 

2. When this vessel was first met with by the ‘“ Viper” she professed to bear 
an American character, and the captain stated that he was bound to Fernando Po. 
She did not, however, proceed towards that island, and, on falling in with her a 
second time off Banda Point on the I1th instant, Lieutenant Hodgkinson had strong 

rounds to suspect that the American flag was fraudulently assumed. He there- 
ore again boarded her, when his suspicions were fully confirmed by the voluntary 
act of the captain in repudiating that flag and renouncing all claim to its 
protection. 

3. There were neither colours nor papers on board the “ Rufus Soulé” when 
detained by Lieutenant Hodgkinson, and she was found to be completely prepared 


LOANDA. 203 


for the immediate embarkation of a cargo of slaves, having all her slave provisions 
on board, her leaguers filled with fresh water, and a slave-deck laid. 

4. The captain, who called himself Anderson, but whose real name was C. A. 
Johnson, stated she was the property of a Spaniard at the Havana named 
Toriento, the same person who owned the “ Kate Helen,” whose capture I had the 
honour to report in my despatch of the 25th ultimo. 

5. The “ Rufus Soulé” when seized was found to be leaky and in a very bad 
condition, and the captor was therefore induced to order a survey to be held upon 
her, when she was found unfit to make the voyage to St. Helena. She was accord- 
ingly set on fire, to ensure her total destruction, and the case will be sent for 
adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena under the provisions of 
the statute of the 2nd and 3rd Vict., cap. 73. 

{ have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 








No. 193. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 12, 1859.) 


(No. 72.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 30, 1858. 

A REPORT obtained circulation at this place, some days since, of the arrival 
in the River Congo of a very fine American schooner called the “Wanderer,” the 
yacht of a wealthy individual at New York named Corrie, and the same vessel 
which was detained by the authorities in that city on suspicion of being employed 
in the Slave Trade, but subsequently released. 

2. Lam informed that she was fitted out in the most superior style, and that 
she had on board, besides her owner, two American citizens as passengers, named 
Brent and Farnum, the latter of whom is said to have served as Adjutant-General 
in Walker’s expedition in Nicaragua. 

3. It is generally believed here that, after remaining some days in the Congo, 
she proceeded to sea on a cruize while her cargo of human beings were collecting 
at a place called Mangue Grande, about twenty miles to the southward of that 
river, and that she succeeded a few days since in embarking 300 slaves at that 

lace. 

4. From the information I have lately received from the River Congo, it 
appears that the slave-dealers in that neighbourhood continue to exercise unremit- 
ting and increased exertions in carrying on their nefarious speculations, sheltered 
by the American flag. The efforts of Her Majesty’s cruizers are completely 
crippled by this system, and unless some stringent measures are adopted by the 
Government of the United States to put an end to it, there is too much reason to 
fear that the Slave Trade on this coast will be extended to as lamentable an extent 
as ever. 

5. In further proof of the protection afforded these miscreants by the American 
flag, | beg to acquaint your Lordship that the barque “ Venus” and brigantine 
‘“« Ellen,” both sailing under those colours, which were twice boarded by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers on this division, and known to be engaged in the Slave ‘Trade, 
as mentioned in my despatch of the 20th of August last, No. 54, to which I beg to 
refer, are reported—and L believe the report—to have sailed a short time ago from 
the vicinity of the River Congo with full cargoes of slaves for the Havana. 

I have, &c. 





(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 194. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir Foreign Office, January 22, 1859. 


WITH reference to your despatch No. 66 of the 10th of October last, | have 
to acquaint you that I approve of your having communicated to Mr. Scarlett, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, the information given to you by the Brazilian 
Consul-General at Loanda, relative to a project reported to be entertained by 

‘ 2D2 


204 - LOANDA. 


arties in Angola, for introducing slaves into the Brazils, by landing them in 
Bestpain, and afterwards removing them overland to Para and the other northern 
provinces of that Empire. 

Mr. Stuart, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, has reported 
to me that he lost no time in communicating the contents of your despatch to the 
Brazilian Government, and he has forwarded to me the reply of the Brazilian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, of which | inclose a copy,* expressing the disbelief of 
the Brazilian Government in the possibility of any such project being carried into 
effect. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBORY. 





No. 195. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1859. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 5 of the 26th of October last, and J have, 
in reply, to acquaint you that | approve your proceedings in connection with the 
Board of Superintendence of Liberated Africans, as reported in that despatch. 





Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 196. 
The Earl of Maimesbury to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir Foreign Office, January 22, 1859. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Cuba,t containing information respecting three American vessels, 
the “ Ardennes,” “ Enterprise,” and ‘‘ Mianus,” which are suspected of being 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will 
make known the information contained in this despatch to the Governor-General of 
Angola, and to the Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships-of-war with whom you may 
be able to communicate. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 197. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 10, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith an extract of a despatch from Mr. Crawford, 
Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court established at Havana,t 
containing a list of vessels, some of which are reported to have already sailed, and 
others as being about to sail, for the African Coast, and are suspected of bein 
intended to be employed in the Slave Trade; and I have to desire that you will 
make known the particulars contained in Mr. Crawford’s despatch to the Com- 
manders of any of Her Majesty’s ships with whom you may be able to commu- 
nicate. 

T am, &c. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





* Class B, Inclosure in No. ‘ $ Ibid., No. es $£ No. 84.. 
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No. 4) The Earl of Malmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
o. A, 
ir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1859. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 52 of the 31st of July last, I transmit, 
for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Minister at Lisbon,* 
inclosing a copy of a Portaria issued by the Portuguese Government, containing 
instructions for the guidance of the Governor-General of Angola, in regard to the 
carrying out of the Decree of the 3rd of November, 1856, which abolishes the com- 
pulsory labour formerly exacted from the negroes in Angola, under the denomina- 
tion of “ servigo de carregadores.” 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed MALMESBURY. 





No, 199. 


The Earl of Mulmesbury to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


(No. 7. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a list and description of certain vessels which 
have been denounced to Her Majesty’s Government as being intended to be 
employed in the Slave Trade ;+ and I have to desire that you will make known the 
particulars contained in the inclosed paper, confidentially, to the Governor-General 
of Angola, as well as to the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's cruizers with 
whom you may be able to communicate. 





1 am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
No. 200. 
Sir G. Jackson to Mr. Fitzgerald.— (Received March 24.) 
Sir 13, Onslow Square, March 23, 1859, 


I HAVE: had the honour of receiving your official letter of the 18th instant, 
in which you state to me, by direction of the Karl of Malmesbury, that the time 
has now arrived when | must either return to my post at Loanda, or resign my 
appointment there as Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, and that, in the latter case, 
Lord Malmesbury will recommend to the Treasury that a superannuation allowance 
may be granted me. 

Conformably with the purport of what I ventured to submit to his Lordship in 
my private letter to him of the 22nd of November last, and for which I considered 
myself to have been favoured with his Lordship’s obliging, though tacit, sanction, 
I have been waiting only the expiration of the present quarter to communicate 
with you, Sir, finally on this point; feeling that any further delay in doing so would 
be a very unworthy return on my part for the indulgence which I thankfully 
acknowledge myself to have already received at his hands. 

Following, therefore, the opinion of my medical advisers, and subject to any 
desire which, with deference to the public service and to the leave of absence 
granted to my colleague, Mr. Gabriel, the Earl of Malmesbury might feel on the 
subject, to which, of course, my own views would be subordinate, I have come to 
the determination of tendering my resignation of the situation of Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Loanda, provided the length and nature of my public career 
should appear to his Lordship to be such as to induce him to recommend me to the 
Treasury for the allowance usually assigned to services performed in the Courts of 
Mixed Commission, irrespective of, and in addition to, the pension which was 
granted to me for twenty-six years of strictly diplomatic services previous to my 
engaging in such Commissions. 

To enable his Lordship the better to judge of my claim to such liberality on 
the part of Her Majesty’s Government, I take the liberty of subjoining a proximate 
statement of the number of years during which I have held my several Slave: 


* Class B, No. + lbid., No. 
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Trade appointments, and the length of time in which I was in the actual discharge 

of my duties as Commissioner. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 


Held the appointment of Her Majesty’s Chief Commissioner— 


Years. 
At Sierra Leone .. ae aie re se 
Rio de Janeiro. . wie ie ite a wat oo 
Loanda ee ve 3 ts a cor AS 
. . 25 
In actual discharge of its duties— 
Years. 
At Sierra Leone _. a re: “a 1 
Rio de Janeiro. . ee si vs és ee 7 
Loanda ae re a we a « U2 
20 


(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
March 23, 1859. 





No. 201. 
Mr. Fitzgerald to Sir G. Jackson. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1859. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd instant, tendering the resignation of your appointment as Her 
Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda; and in 
accepting your resignation of this appointment, I am at the same time to 
acquaint you that his Lordship will have great pleasure in recommending you to 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for the amount of retiring 
allowance to which their Lordships may consider your unusually long and faithful 
services entitle you. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W.S. V. FITZGERALD. 





No. 202. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Gabriel. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 30, 1859. 

SIR GEORGE JACKSON having resigned his appointment as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission Court, established 
at Loanda, I have to acquaint you that in consideration of the efficient manner in 
which you have — your duties as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in that Court, 
I have submitted your name to the Queen, and Her Majesty has been pleased to 
appoint you to succeed Sir George Jackson as Her Majesty’s Commissioner, with a 
salary of 1,300/. a-year, commencing on the Ist of April next. Her Majesty’s 
Commission will be forwarded to you as soon as possible. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 





No. 203. 
The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir H. Huntley. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 30, 1859. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that the Queen has been graciously pleased to 
approve of your holding, in addition to your appointment of Hier Majesty’s Consul 
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for the province of Angola, the office of Her erate fle Arbitrator in the Mixed 
British and Portuguese Commission Court, established at Loanda under the provi- 
sions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

our salary in the joint capacity will be 800/. a-year, commencing on the Ist 
of April next. 
er Majesty's additional Commission will be forwarded to you as soon as 
possible. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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No. 204. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 22.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, for your informa- 
tion, a translation of the Quarterly Report just made to the Board of Superin- 
tendence of Liberated Negroes by the gentleman who, during the temporary absence 
of the Curator, is acting in that capacity. 

2. In consequence of a representation received from the Director of Public 
Works, complaining of the conduct of the liberto Elizio, in having wounded 
another African in that Department, and been guilty of frequent delinquencies, the 
Board met on the 12th November last, and, having duly investigated the matter, 
ordered that the said liberto should be confined for a period of two months in the 
fortress of St. Pedro, where he is now undergoing that punishment. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 204. 
Report of the Curatur of Liberated Africans. 


(Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, December 31, 1857. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes, that I have visited 
several times, during the quarter ending this day, the libertos placed in the establishment of Public Works, and 
found— 

1. ‘That they are employed as follows :— 

In the trade of stone-masonry—Lourengo Miluange. 

In the trade of tinman—Felix Calombe. 

In the trade of earpenter—Marcos Ganga, 

In the trade of blacksmith—Elizio. 

2. ‘That they were receiving proper treatment. 

3. By a communication received from the Director of the Public Works on the 4th of November last, the 
Board was informed that the liberto Elizio had been guilty of wounding another African in that Department, and 
of frequent insubordinate and disorderly conduct, in consequence of which the Board at its Session of the 12th 
of the said month resolved that the said liberto should be confined for two months in the fortress of St. Pedro. 

4. In accordance with this resolution the said liberto was delivered over to the Governor of the fortress of 
St. Pedro on the 22nd of the said month, and having been sent to hospital for medical treatment on the 24th of 
December, he was discharged thence yesterday, and returned to St. Pedro to complete the term of his imprison- 
ment. 





In the absence of the Curator, 
(Signed) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Assistant. 





No. 205. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 9.) 


(No. 3.) . 
My Lord, Loanda, April 29, 1858. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a 
translation of the Report for the quarter ended on the 3lst ultimo, received by 
the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes from the gentleman acting as 
Curator, 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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Inclosure in No. 205. 
Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


( Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, March 31, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that I have at various 
a during the quarter ended this day, visited the libertos placed in the establishment of Public Works, and 
found— 

1. That they are employed as follows :— 

In the trade of stone-masonry—Lourencgo Miluange. 

In the trade of tinman—Felix Calombe. 

In the trade of carpeuter—Marcos Ganga. 

In the trade of blacksmith—Elizio. 

2. That they are in all respects properly treated. 

In the absence of the Curator, 
(Signed) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Assistant. 





No. 206. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1859. 

WITH this despatch I have the honour to lay before your Lordship a transla- 
tion of the report for the last quarter which the Curator of Liberated Negroes has 
presented to the Board of Superintendence. 

2. 'I'wo of the libertos referred to in this Report, Lourengo Miluange and Marcos 
Ganga, are already entitled to the enjoyment of their full liberty, they having 
attained the age prescribed in Article VII of Annex C to the Treaty, and _ their 
certificates of emancipation will be delivered to them on the return of his Excellency 
the Governor-General from a short tour of inspection in the interior. The number 
then remaining under the superintendence of the Board will be reduced to two, 
Elizio and Felix Calombe, whose period of service will not expire until next year ; 
but as I have reason to believe that they have acquired sufficient aptitude in their 
respective trades to be fully capable of maintaining themselves, I purpose inquiring 
into this matter, and, if such should be the case, proposing to his Excellency that 
the Board shall, in the exercise of the discretionary authority with which it is 
invested by Article VII of Annex C, grant them likewise their entire freedom. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 206. 
Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


( Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, June 30, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that during the quarter 
ending this day, I have visited several times the liberated negroes placed a. the Public Works, and found— 

1. That they were employed in the following manner :— 

In the trade of stone-masunry—Lourengo Miluange. 

In the trade of tinsmith—Felix Calombe. 

In the trade of carpenter—Marcos Ganga. 

In the trade of blacksmith—Elizio. 

2. That they were all receiving proper treatment. 

In the absence of the Curator, 
(Signed ) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Assistant. 


a 
No. 207. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 14, 1859.) 


No. 5. 

My an Loanda, October 26, 1858. 
REFERRING to my preceding despatch of this series, I have now the honour 

of acquainting your Lordship that immediately on his Excellency the .Governor- 
Crass A. 
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General's return from an official visit tu some of the districts in the interior of this 
province, the Board of Superintendence held a meeting for the purpose of receiving 
the Curator’s Report respecting the libertos Marcos Ganga and Lourengo Miluange, 
who, having completed the age prescribed in the 2nd paragraph of Article VII of 
Annex C to the Treaty of 18h, had become entitled to the ey fig of their full 
liberty, and certificates of emancipation, in the form approved of by your Lordship 
in a despatch to Her ay ah de ommissioner at this place, dated 29th October, 
1852, were duly delivered to them. : 

2. Having previously inquired into the proficiency and conduct of the only two 
remaining libertos, Felix Calombe and Elizio, and ascertained from the Director of 
Public Works that, after having served nine years at their respective trades in that 
establishment, they had acquired ample experience to enable them to earn their 
own living, I proposed to the Governor-General that the Board should remit the 
remaining term of their apprenticeship, one year, and concede to them also their 
entire emancipation. His Excellency having very readily concurred in this proposal, 
the certificates of freedom of the above-mentioned libertos were also signed and 
sealed on the same occasion. 

3. The whole of the Africans under the charge of the Board having now been 
granted their full and permanent liberty, it appeared to me that the expenditure on 
account of the Curator’s salary would, in consequence, become a superfluous one, and 
that advantage might be taken of the opportunity of putting an endtoit. With this 
object in view, I proposed to his Excellency the Governor-General that the functions 
of the Board of Superintendence should be suspended, and that the Curator should be 
instructed to deliver over to me all the books and papers connected therewith, to 
be kept with the archives of Her Majesty’s Commission until occasion should arise 
when the services of such an officer might be again required. In this suggestion his 
Excellency at once acquiesced, and I have accordingly taken charge of the whole 
of the records of the Board, as specified in an inventory drawn up and signed by 
Senhor Manoel Alves de Castro Francina, who has, during the absence of Senhor 
Ferro, been acting as Curator, and I have transmitted to the Governor-General a 
duplicate original of that inventory, with my receipt annexed. 

4. The salary of the Curator accordingly ceased on the 3lst August last, the 
day on which the Board came to tie decision above reported. 

5. I have the honour to subjoin a translation of the Minute of Session of 
that day, and, trusting that my proceedings in this matter may meet with your 
Lordship’s approbation, I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND GARRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 207, 
Minute of Session of the Board of Superintendence of the 31st of August, 1858. 


(Translation.) 

ON the 31st day of the month of August, 1858, in the city of Loanda, in the province of Angola, and at 
the palace of the government of that province : Present—His Excellency the Governor-General José Rodrigues 
Coelho do Amaral, and Edmund Gabriel, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Commissioner in the 
Portuguese and British Mixed Commission. It was stated. by the Assistant of the Curator of Liberated Negroes 
that the libertos Marcos Ganga, carpenter, and Lourengo Miluange, mason, had completed the time during which 
they ought to be under the charge of the Government of the province, and the Board having ascertained that they 
had attained the age prescribed in the second part of Article VII of Annex C to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 
1842, determined on granting to them their full liberty, and there were accordingly delivered to them certificates 
of the following tenour. 

(Here follow copies of the certificates of freedom of Marcos Ganga and Lourenco Miluange, in the form 
approved by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in a despatch to Her Majesty's Commissioner 
dated the 29th of October. 1852.) 

The Acting Britixh Commissioner then proposed that full freedom should also be conceded to the two 
remaining libertos, Felix Calombe and Elizio, in consequence of their having acquired sufficient knowledge of 
their trades, the former as tinman, the latter as blacksmith, to gain their own livelihoods: and seeing, moreover, 
that no complaint has been made of the behaviour of Felix Calombe, and that the liberto Elizio has lately con- 
ducted himself properly. ‘The Board having taken the above proposat into consideration, resolved that certificates 
of complete emancipation should also be delivered to the said libertos, which certificates are as follows. 

(Here follow copies of the certificates of Felix Calombe aud Elizio in the form above referred to.) 

The Acting British Commissioner further proposed that, in. consequence of there being no more libertos 
under the charge of the Board, the duties thereof should be suspended for the present, and that the Curator 
should be instructed to deliver up all the books and papers, and other articles now in his charge, to be deposited 
amongst the grchiyes of the British Commissioners in this city, a receipt for the same being duly transmitted to 
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the Governor-General, in order that the same may be placed on record. His Excetiency the Governor-General 


coincided in this proposal, and the necessary orders were accordingly given by the Board to the gentleman acting 
for the Curator. 


And that it may #0 appear the present Minute has been drawn up and signed by the Members of the Board, 
with me, Manoel Alves de Castro Francina, the Assistant of the Curator, acting as retary, who wrote it. 


(Signed) J. R. COELHO DO AMARAL, EDMUND GABRIEL, 
Governor-General. Acting British Commissioner. 
(Signed) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA. 
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No. 208. 
Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
vo . y 


Sir, “ Conflict,” River Congo, February 28, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that on the 27th February last, I seized a schooner, without any 
papers or colours, called the “ Wintermoyeh,” of Flushing, inthe River Congo, with 
slave equipments on board, namely, an extraordinary number of water-casks, and 
planks for a slave-deck, and have sent her to Sierra Leone, under charge of 
Lieutenant Henderson, for adjudication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





No. 209. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 21.) 
Sir, * Boscawen,” off Cape Palmas, March 2, 1858. 

HAVING left Sierra Leone on the morning of the 2Ist ultimo, [ anchored off 
Monrovia on the evening of the 24th. 

2. I was disappointed at finding that both the President and Vice-President of 
Liberia had left the town on a tour of inspection, and that the Government was, in 
their absence, represented by Mr. Warner, the Secretary of State. 

3. Having landed in the morning, I walked through the town with Mr. Newn- 
ham, Her Majesty’s Consul, and called on Mr. Warner. 

The latter did not appear inclined to enter into the subjects of French emigra- 
tion, and [ did not press it upon him. 

4. I had much conversation with Mr. Newnham thereon, and I will endeavour 
to place before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the results of the informa- 
tion I have collected respecting it. 

The President's Message to the Legislature, dated 10th of December last, gives 
a summary of the question up to that date. 

After alluding to the attempt made by the English to obtain emigrants, and 
which had been given up, he goes on to say :— 

“M. Chevalier, a French citizen, commenced prosecuting a similar enterprise 
on our coast in 1852 or 1853, and | regret to have to say that such have been the 
intolerable evils resulting from the same, that this Government has been compelled 
more than once to adopt pacific measures for their suppression. I will forbear to 
particularize further than to say that, by this system, wars have been fomented 
among the native tribes within this Republic to make prisoners with which to. 
supply the emigrant ships.” 
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The President further observes that, in March last, having found M. Chevalier 
at Cape Mount with a ship for emigrants, he informed him that it was ‘ legally 
and indispensably requisite that she should go to Monrovia and obtain passports 
from the Secretary of State for each emigrant.” 

The midshipman who carried the message met a canoe, and took from her a 
man securcly bound with cords. This man had been seized that morning only five 
miles from Robertsport (Cape Mount), and was being carried off by force, as an 
emigrant, to M. Chevalicr. 

M. Chevalier assured the President that he would faithfully comply with the 
Regulations, and went to Monrovia, but, before the President’s return, had sailed 
to the eastward on the same errand, and had “evaded,” while at Monrovia, “a 
compliance with the Passport Law, without absolutely refusing such compliance.” 

The President, after waiting in vain for the arrival of the French Commodore, 
was induced, by his disappointment in, this expectation, and by the return, in 
August, of M. Chevalier to the coast, with an additional number of vessels, some 
steamers, and their “actual engagement in the same business, generating thereby 
intestine wars, and a system of kidnapping, among and by the natives within the 
jurisdiction of this Republic,” to communicate directly with the French Government, 
“respectfully setting forth the main facts of the case, and requesting that prompt 
action be taken to cause French subjects to desist at once from the violation of our 
statute laws, as well as express treaty stipulations subsisting between the two 
nations.” 

The answer to this communication had not been reecived. 

The President concludes his reference to this subject by expressing a hope 
that, before another application is made, the Senate and House of Assembly *‘ will 
have so modified the law as will, consistently with our Republicanism, put an 
effectual stop to the system.” 

I could not ascertain from Mr. Newnham that any answer had yet been 
received from the French Government. 

The Legislature, in their late session, had passed an Act, of which, as it is not 
yet printed, | could not obtain a copy, establishing new restrictions on the exporta- 
tion of negroes, one of which, | understand, is exacting security of bond from those 
who are desirous of exporting them. 

A French ship. the “ Regina Coeli,” of Nantes, is now at Cape Mount, having 
so far complied with the Regulations ; M. Luxin, the captain, is, | believe employed 
by M. Régis, and has no connection with M. Chevalier. He has succeeded in 
in obtaining 290 emigrants, the price varying from 8 to 10 dollars, paid partly in 
goods. 

8. Mr. Newnham, who is also Consul for France, does not seem to doubt that, 
in accordance with the Regulations, the “ Regina Coli” wil! return to Monrovia 
for passports before leaving the coast. 

9. Mr. Newnham stated, further, that there was no doubt that these operations, 
by their effect on the native population, were interfering with legitimate trade. 

10 The situation of Monrovia appears singularly ill-fitted for Europeans, as, 
although standing on a rising ground, it is surrounded by mangrove swamps; and 
the Seeretary of State assured me that any newly-arrived Kuropean remaining 
twenty-four hours on shore seldom escaped fever. 

The population of the town is composed entirely of coloured people, and there 
is a village of Kroo or Fish-men on the beach. There are very few emancipated 
negroes. 

The town is laid out with great regularity, and there are some good houses, 
built of bricks, made up the river. 

The soil in the immediate neighbourhood is said to be unproductive, though 
the bush grows luxuriantly; but I imagine few attempts are made to test its 
capabilities, the emancipated emigrants from the United States showing little 
inclination to labour. 

The impression left on my mind was not very favourable as to the progress of 
the Settlement. It has probably been impeded by the scarcity of food occasioned 
by the deficient crops of last year, and the general want of capital and energy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. W. GREY. 
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No. 210. . 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 6.). 
Si “« Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, February 19, 1858. 


r, 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 31st October, 1859, 
and my reply to the question therein contained, regarding the means required, 
including military, for the occupation of Whydah, and what other means could be 
adopted for coercing the King of Dahomey into the fulfilment of his Treaty engage- 
ment with this country, I have the honour to inclose Commander Aplin’s report 
and suggestions on this subject. 

; I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 210. 
Commander Aplin io Commodore Wise, 


, “ Hecla,” off Lagos, February 5, 1858. 
I HAVE to report, in compliance with the directions contained in your letter marked “ strictly private and 
confidential,” of the 21st December, 1857. the information I have obtained respecting Whydah. 

Finding the accounts given of the town and country about Whydah most contradictory, I considered a 
personal inspection necessary, and therefore landed on the morning of the 26th ultimo, and proceeded to 
‘Whydah in a hammock. 

A slight sketch of the road, from the landing-place on the beach to the town, distant nearly three miles, 
will not be out of place in replying to the first head on which you desire to be informed, viz., the practicability 
of occupying and retaining Whydah, the nature of the country, &c. 

The beach is steep. On it are a number of sheds erected by the merchants for their palm oil waiting 
shipment. These huts would afford excellent shelter for a large number of men should it be found necessary, 
from any unexpected cause, to delay the advance on the town, and bivouac on the beach for the night. These 
huts being close to the water, and within point-blank range of boats’ guns, would not be any protection to the 
natives. 

Crossing a short quarter-of-a-mile of sand, the lagoon is reached. At this, the dry season of the year, the 
lagoon is about 250 yards in width, and from 3 to 4 or 44 feet deep. The bottom being sand, with only a thin 
covering of black mud, is firm On the opposite side of the lagoon, a few houses mark the spot where the road 
is recovered. With the exception of a few trees scattered here and there, the ground for some distance is clear. 
Moving on, a broail and good road leads through a small village called White Village. It there narrows to 
from 6 to & feet, with high grass and thick bush on either side, and when at the distance of a mile, or rather 
less from the lagoon, is covered with water, 3 to 4 feet deep, for some 400 yards; and swamps, and very high 
thick bush, on either hand, reduce its width to less than 6 feet. : 

This pasyed, a fine open road and clear country, dotted with trees and bush, lies between you and Whydah. 
The town is nearly three miles in circumference; a fine open country surrounds it. There are no works of 
defence, except such as the high mud-walls round most of the houses could afford. These walls might, and probably 
would, be loop-holed for musketry, but the houses, being covered with thatch, could easily be fired should any 
deferce be attempted, or any great ~_— be found in driving out the defenders. 

It appears to me the difficulties like y to prove of any moment in taking possession of and retaining 
Whydah would be, firstly, the danger of sickness in a climate undoubtedly bad, if not even fatal to Europeans ; 
and secondly, the landing the men, guns, and material. : 

The employment of West India regiments would greatly lessen the former ; and to overcome the latter a 
sufficient number of large canoes or surf-boats from Accra and Lagos, manned by Kroumen and Fantees, to 
ee force at one time, would be required. In fine weather paddle-box boats might possibly be made 
a’ le. 

On the difficulty of landing I imagine the Avogar mainly relies. He was heard to remark at the time 
that the “Columbine's” papers and cargo were demanded, “If they (the English) attack us, only twenty men 
can land in a canoe at a time, and we will destroy them before another can land.” 

The landing would certainly be a difficult pennetng the bar at Whydah beach being at all times bad, 
cacy g A very dangerous, and at times impassable ; but I am confident it could be effected under cover of the 
guns of the boats and vessels employed, the country immediately in the neighbourhood of Whydah being open 
and well adapted for military tactics, cattle abundant, and a good road might easily be made to the beach, b: 
which supplies of any description could be sent to the town if wanted. I see no reason to prevent Why 
being retained by a small force if they had a fort or other proper work of defence to protect dams against any 
attack that might be attempted by a large force. 

With respect to the second head, as to what force, military and naval, would be required, I consider an 
entire regiment at least, and a few light field-guns and rockets, with the naval force generally stationed in the 
Bights Division, viz., four or five steamers, the marines and small-arm men being landed, would be sufficient to 
ensure a successful advance on Whydah, and its capture, 

On the third head, the only tion I can offer is the measure formerly tried by Commodore Bruce—a 
blockade of the coast ; but I fear this measure, if ever successful, mask from the obstinate nature and dispo- 
sition of the King Gezo, only be so after the blockade had been maintained a very long time, It is most difficult 
to obtain reliable information, but I believe the occupation of Whydah would seriously affect the Slave Trade, 
if it does not prove its death-blow in the Bight of Benin. 

Tn possession of Whydah, the lagoons that run along the coast from the Volta to Lagos, would be under 
our control, and the moral effect produced by its capture on the petty Chiefs of Aghwey, Adaffie, Gormaluta, 
and other places, would be immense. In May the rains begin, ee i during the wet months of June, July, and 
Angust, the lagoon and swamp I have mentioned as having to be crossed on the road to Whydah from the 


Sir, 
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beach, increase greatly in depth and extent, and have to be paased in boats, the town being at some little distance 
from it, surrounded by water. 

About November the water takes off rapidly. During the wet season the bar at Whydah beach is 
= impassable for a fortnight, and it has even been known to be so for as long a period as six 
wee! 

Should the occupation of Whydah be decided on, too much care cannot be taken to prevent the intention 
becoming known, as the European slave-dealers would, in all probability, as in the case of Lagos, assist, as far as 
they were able, in constructing what might prove formidable defences, render a larger attacking force necessary, 
and cause us a greater loss of life. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EF, APLIN. 





No. 211. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 25.) 
Sir, « Boscawen,” off Lagos, March 15, 1858. 

I HAVE now the houour to submit, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, the report called for in your letter of the 31st of 
October last, on the means that would be necessary for the occupation of Whydah, 
and what other measures could be adapted for the purpose of coercing the King of 
Dahomey into the fulfilment of his Treaty engagements with Great Britain. 

2. Their Lordships will already have received the reports of Commodore Wise, 
and Commanders Aplin and Day, and a report has also been sent to the Foreign 
Office by Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Benin. As these 
officers have all had more opportunities of acquiring information than | have had, 
I must necessarily look chiefly to them for the means of forming an opinion on this 
important question. I have endeavoured by personal communication with them, 
and by a careful perusal and comparison of shale reports, to arrive at a conclusion 
upon it ; and I now beg to lay the result before their Lordships. 

3. The object proposed by Her Majesty’s Government is the occupation of 
Whydah. I need, therefore, only remark that the capture or destruction of the 
town, without retaining possession of it, would not, in my opinion, be productive of 
any lasting benefit. 

4. Any operations, therefore, against the town, should be conducted with the 
view to its permanent occupation; and before considering the means necessary for 
that purpose, I will state that | am not aware of any other practicable mode of 
coercing the King of Dahomey, except the establishment of a strict blockade of his 
whole coast. 

5. To this course, in addition to the objections which might be taken to it by 
the French and Portuguese, there is the conclusive one, that it would prove more 
injurious to Europeans engaged in legal trade than to the King of —— 

6. Reverting, then, to the measure suggested, the occupation of Whydah, [ 
concur with the officers who have reported upon it, in thinking that it might be 
effected without difficulty ; and | agree with those who consider that one West 
India Regiment, supported by the marines and small-arm men of the covering 
squadron, and by a battery of light field-guns and a rocket party, as sufficient to 
take possession of the town. . 

7. The difficulties to be overcome are chiefly two: the landing through the 
heavy surf, and the passage of the lagoons. 

8. To insure the safe disembarkation, surf-boats should be provided, on the 
model of those built by Mr. Forrest, of Deptford, or by the builders employed by 
the Liverpool and Bristol traders. . 

They should be sufficient to land such a number of men, at once, as would 
keep the enemy in check until the reinforcements could be put on shore. In 
providing them great care should be taken to prevent the object for which they are 
required becoming known. If boats were collected on the coast, the alarm would 
at once be given. They should be manned by Kroomen, or Fishmen. 

9. Once landed, I do not believe that any effectual opposition could be made to 
the passage of the force across the lagoons, though it might possibly be attended 
with some loss. 

The chief difficulty would probably be the transport of the artillery and the 
ammunition, and this would be mueh lessened by the employment of canoes, or of 
flat-bottomed boats sent out for the purpose. 

10. Once in possession of the town, such defences might speedily be thrown up 
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as would secure the garrison against any attack the enemy might venture to make ; 
but two serious. dangers would still remain :— 

Ist The sickness which might attack the European part of the force ; and, 
2nd, the danger of the communication with the sea, and the means of obtaining 
supplies, being cut off. 

The Consul, in his Report, expresses a confident belief that in forty-eight 
hours we should be joined by a large and friendly population; but I do not consider 
that it would be prudent to trust to them for securing the communications between 
the town and the sea, or to reduce the force below what would be necessary for 
that purpose. 

The danger of loss by disease would be much reduced by the employment of 
black troops, and as I understand that neither at Lagos nor at Whydah are the 
diseases which attack the European residents often fatal, the officers, with common 
prudence, might probably escape any ill consequences. 

With Whydah in our possession, our next object would be to secure the 
command of the water-communication along the coast by the lagoons. Our 
knowledge of the depth of water in them is very limited, but I trust that by means 
of the “Brune,” we shall, before any operations can be undertaken, obtain more 
certain information on that point. At present both Mr. Campbell and Commander 
Aplin are satisfied that there is a stoppage between Badagry and Whydah. 

It seems, however, certain that row-boats of light draught of water, con- 
structed to carry howitzers, might be employed between Whydah and the places to 
the westward now used for shipping slaves, and enable us to put a complete stop 
to the traffic there. 

Without the means of controlling the lagoons, the possession of Whydah 
would be comparatively of little value. With them, I believe the extinction of the 
trade between the Rivers Volta and Niger would be certain. 

The risk to be run and the expense to be incurred in securing the possession 
of Whydah, and the control of the inland waters, are no doubt considerable, and it 
must be for Her Majesty’s Government to decide whether the advantages to be 
gained are sufficient to counterbalance them. 

I can only repeat, that nothing short of what I have stated would produce the 
desired effect. 

Should, however, Her Majesty's Government be indisposed to undertake such 
an operation, | have no doubt that by forming a chv'n of vessels with screw-power 
from Cape St. Paul to Porto Novo, a distance somewhat exceeding 100 miles, the 
coast might be so guarded that no slaves could be shipped, particularly if the 
Government of the United States could be induced to fulfil their Treaty engage- 
ments, and station two small vessels to prevent the abuse of the American flag, 
which is now so successfully resorted to by the slavers. To form this chain, seven ° 
or eight small vessels would be required, to be always in their stations. 

f the occupation is decided upon, the necessary force, with steam transports 
for their conveyance, should assemble at Sierra Leone at the end of November, 
accompanied = a good engineer officer, and provided with such means for 
‘throwing up intrenchments and Plgcing the men under cover, as the military 
authorities may consider necessary. 

Surf-boats should also be sent, for which Kroomen could be obtained at 
Sierra Leone. 

The squadron of steamers destined to act.with the troops should be collected 
at such points as would not excite suspicion, and join the expedition on its 
approach to the Bights. 

In this manner, by the use of steamers only, the descent upon Whydah might 
be so sudden that no time would be given to the slave-dealers to strengthen the 
defences. 

In addition to the surf-boats, light flat-bottomed boats, to be put together on 
reaching the edge of the lagoon, should also be provided, though it is probable that 
no difficulty would be experienced in obtaining canoes that would carry the guns 
across. 

1 am informed by Her Majesty’s Consul that the King of Dahomey has just 
returned from the most successful slave-hunt he has made for years, having 
succeeded in bringing in between 1,500 and 1,600 slaves. 

‘The Consul thinks it probable that the number to be saerificed, which of late 
years, from the want of captives, has been much reduced, will be increased perhap. 
.to the extent of 200, and that the remainder will] be sent to the coast for shipment. 
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It is, therefore, most desirable that any measures which offer a reasonable 
prospect of success in interrupting this horrible practice, should be resorted to. 

For the b yea I shall enjoin on the senior officer in the Bights the greatest 
vigilance aud activity in endeavouring to defeat the slave-dealers in their efforts to 
ship these slaves. Waiting their Lordships’ instructions for any further operations, 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. W. GREY. 
No. 212. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(Extract.) April 15, 1858. 


BEFORE finally leaving the West Coast, I have the honour to lay before their 
Lordships a summary of the present state of affairs there, as collected from my 
own observations and from the reports of the Commodore and Senior Officers of 
Divisions to the following dates :—North Division, 13th March, 1858; Bights 
Division, 28th March, 1858 ; South Division, 18th February, 1858. 

In the Northern Division there is no reason to believe that the Slave Trade is 
now carried on, though it would be imprudent to give up the watching of the rivers 
between the Gambia and Sierra Leone. The report brought to the latter place 
of a vessel having arrived in the Pongas to ship slaves, appears to have been 
unfounded. 

The chief duties of the squadron on that coast will therefore be the general 
protection of British interests, and for that service I have allotted the ‘ Childers,” 
“ Alecto,” “Trident,” and “Spitfire,” directing Commander Hickley, the senior 
officer, to station one of them in the Gambia. 

Bights Division—There is no doubt that the vigilance of our cruizers alone 
has prevented the shipment of large numbers of slaves from the lagoons communi- 
cating with Whydah. 

The increase of the squadron has been most advantageous, and the cruizers, 
under Commander Aplin’s judicious guidance, have been so far, L hope, completely 
successful. 

The squadron at present consists of the ‘ Hecla,” “ Trident” (to be relieved 
by “ Ardent,”), “ Triton,” ‘“‘Sharpshooter,” “ Pluto,” and “ Brune.” 

I] have stated that there is no doubt that the Slave Trade in the neighbourhood 
of Whydah is checked only by our cruizers; in proof of this I may mention that all 
the reports from British residents show that the demand for slaves in the interior 
markets hus much increased, that the slave-hunts from Abomey and from Abbeokuta 
have been revived, and that three undoubted slavers, with two suspected vessels, are 
at this moment on the coast. 

These are, the ‘* Marshall,” specially reported in my letter No. 34, and the 
“ Hanover,” both under American colours; and the “ Don Juan,” Spanish brig 
lately purchased, it is said, by slave-dealers, off Appi, watched by the “ Trident.” 

There is also reason to suspect the American barque “ Firefly,” boarded by 
the “ Pluto” on the 10th of March last, and a Portuguese schooner. 

I have written to the American Commander-in-chief the annexed letter, 
earnestly pressing him to station an American ship of war in the Bights. 

South Division —Commander Burgess reports that no suspicious vessel has been 
seen on the South Coast for some time. There is, however, one vessel reported 
which Commodore Wise has reason to believe is a slaver; the “ Merchant” 
schooner, under American colours. 

[ have no doubt that the presence of the American corvette “ Dale,” on the 
South Coast since September last, her seizure of the “ W. G. Lewis,” and the 
capture of so many vessels by our cruizers, have checked, for a time, the attempts 
to ship slaves; but I cannot doubt that these attempts will be renewed as soon as 
the more favourable season for getting off the coast returns. 

Another cause has also been in operation in the scarcity of food, —janalge| 
almost to a famine, which has prevailed in the neighbourhood of the Congo and , 
Loanda for the last year. 

Commander Burgess reports that the French Agents at Loango are purchasin 
slaves at 15 dollars a-head ; that in the Congo, negroes are selling themselves, an 

Crass A. 2F 
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that at Loanda 48 slaves had been picked up who had been deserted by their 
masters from their inability to feed them. 

This might probably interfere with the arrangement of the slave-dealers, who 
had calculated ono btaining farinha for their vessels on the coast; but when new 
atrangements are made, will, from the low price of slaves, give an additional 
stimulus to the trade. 





Inclosure in No, 212. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Commodore Convrer. 


Sir, “ Boscawen.” at Prince's Island, March 25, 1858. 

I DID myself the honour of writing to you from Sierra Leone for the purpose of aflording you some 
information asked for by Commander McBlair. I have since visited the Bight of Benin, and I think it my 
duty to acquaint you with the circumstances I learned there, showing thut the flag of the United States is 
there also fraudulently assumed by vessels fitted ont for slaves. 

The first vessel I will mention is the “ Marshall,” a brigantine, which has been on the coast since November 
last, but has been so closely watched that she has not hitherto succeeded in shipping her cargo. My last 
account of her is, that the Governor of Accra had detained her in the beginning of this month in consequence 
of her having left Annamaboe without her papers, which, in accordance with the Port Regulations, bad been 
lodged in the custom-house there. The master had only a certificate, which is given as a protection in the 
event of a vessel being blown off, or forced to put to sea. Commodore Wise informed the master that, as he 
was not obliged to go to sea without his papers, this would not protect him on the high seas. There seems 
reason to believe that in a former case the same vessel was allowed to pass free with one of these certificates, and 
actually shipped a cargo of slaves. I have little doubt that in this instance the master, knowing his papers to 
be fraudulent, preferred the chance of being protected by the certificate to having them subjected to a close 
examination. 

A second vessel, the “ ZZanover,” schooner, has in like manner been hovering on the coast, and, from 
positive information, is known to have run into Adaffic, to ship slaves, and was only prevented doing so by the 
presence of one of our eruizers. 

I believe that no American ship of war has been eruizing in the Bights of Benin for a considerable time, and 
that the flag of the United States is therefore assumed with comparative impunity. I hope, however, that, being 
now informed of these circumstances, you may be induced to appropriate one of the cruizers which your Government 
by the Treaty of Washington engage to maintain for the suppression of Slave Trade, to watch that part of the 
coast lying between Cape St. Paul and Badagry, as there is no doubt that other attempts will be made to ship 
slaves from it during the prevalence of the stronger winds which prevail in May. The Commodore of Her 
Majesty's cruizers under my command would gla:lly co-operate with any officer you might employ for the 
purpose of defeating these attempts. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. W. GREY. 





No. 213. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) April 7, 1858: 

, ON the 25th February communicated with the “Heron” off the Congo, and 
entered the river the same day for water. Commander Courtenay of “Conflict ” 
sent a boat up to Punta de Lenha, where, on the 27th, they captured the schooner 
“ Wintermoyeh,” of Flushing, without papers or colours, equipped for the Slave 
Trade. This vessel had entered the river a day or two previously under American 
colours; she had fitted out in the Havana, with leaguers for water, plank for a 
slave-deck, and a cargo of rum. No further information could be obtained. 

* * * * oe * 

On 12th March, off Red Point, the “Conflict” fell in with and captured the 
slaver-barque “ Almeida,” of New York, without papers or colours, and equipped 
for the Slave Trade. She had arrived off the coast a few days before, under 
American colours, and had intended to, have entered the Congo, but learning from 
a Cabenda boat that a brig-of-war was in the river (the Portuguese brig “ Villa 
Flor”), the supercargo and several of the crew had landed in the ship’s boat (it is 
supposed with the money to purchase the slaves), the barque waiting outside for 
orders. She was quite ready to receive her negroes; the slave-deck being laid, 
water-casks full, and galley on board. She had fitted out at St. Jago de Cuba. 

* * * * * 

On the 22nd March the ‘‘ Medusa” proceeded to Kilongo; at 1 p.m. boarded 
and captured the “ Robert M. Charlton,” brigantine, and then anchored between 
Black Point and Loango. 
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It appears from the report of her capture, that suspicions were first excited in 
the mind of the boarding ofticer, by the many irregularities in her papers. ; 

There were no log, no articles or agreement. Clearance from Savannah, in 
which the captain’s name appeared as Gardner. On his register the name was 
Lightburn. He owned it was for a former voyage. In fine it was discovered by 
Commander Bowden that the ship was from Havana; the master acknowledged 
the ship to be a slaver, and stated that his pees were false. The colours were 
then found to have disappeared, and several more foreigners, some of whom were 
said to be passengers, and some crew, had come out from a place of concealment. 
The vessel was seized, and no papers could be found. 

On searching the passengers and crew, the following sums of money were found 
to be secreted :—1,805 doubloons, 21 sovereigns, 2} dollars, 3 shillings in small 
money, | 20-dollar American piece. 

The cargo was stated to be general, and worth 5,000/. The vessel was 
243 tons. The mate stated that she had thirty leaguers filled with water, and two 
cases of slave irons on board, Her cargo was not disturbed, and she was dispatched 
the next day to Sierra Leone in charge of Lieutenant Haukinson. 

* * * * * * 

With regard to the Slave Trade on the South Coast, I have every reason to 
believe that it will be conducted on a more formidable scale this year than it has 
been for a long period. Ships are fitting out at San Jago de Cuba, and the 
masters of the slavers lately captured, report that many are about to leave the 
Havana for this coast. Some eight vessels, [ am given to understand, may be 
almost immediately expected. 

A brig and a schooner are reported to be secreted in Pirate’s Creek. 

There is no moral doubt of the “ Charlotte,” American brig, boarded by this 
vessel, being about to ship a cargo, but her papers are quite correct. 

At Black Point, Banda Point, Kilongo, and Loaago, besides several other 
places north of the Congo, there are barracoons full of slaves. The slaves are 
procurable to any amount, and can be purchased for 3l. a head. Instances have 
occurred, as mentioned in a former letter, of the natives selling themselves in order 
to procure food, there being a famine among them. 











Inclosure in No, 213. 
Lieutenant Porter to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Lynx,” Sierra Leone, April 12, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that on the 13th March, in compliance with directions received from Commander R. W. Courtenay, of 
Her Majesty’s ship “Conflict,” I proceeded on board the barque “ Almeida,” of New York, being equipped 
for the Slave Trade, and navigated her to this port. 

That on my arrival I proceeded to the Advocate of the Vice-Admiralty Court and delivered to him the 
papers given to me acquainting him of tke detention and seizure, and on my affidavit of her slave equipment the 
prize was entered for adjudication, and that, having taken a strict inventory of the cargo, &c., I gave up charge 
to the Marshal. 

That on the 7th instant I entered my crew on the books of this ship. and that on the 12th instant the 
vessel, being condemned as a slaver not claiming the protection of any State or nation, sentence was given on 
the part of the Crown. 

T have, Ke. 
(Signed) MONTOLIN E, PORTER. 





No. 214. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) ‘* Vesuvius,” at Sea, March 30, 1858. 
THI “Ardent” then weighed and proceeded to the southward, anchoring off 
the Shebar river on the evening of the 3rd of March; proceeded down the coast on 
the morning of the 4th; in the evening an officer of the French emigrant-ship 
“Regina Celi” came on board: he stated that she was intended to carry 450 
emigrants to the Island of Bourbon, and had 240 on board; money and goods 
sufficient to purchase the intended number had been credited out to the Chiefs on 
the coast, who had failed in their engagements. The vessel had been five months 
on the coast, and were anxiously hoping to see the French Commodore, as they 
. 2F2 
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were very hard up for the means of obtaining the daily supplies for the emigrants 
they had on board. The same evening the ‘“ Ardent” anchored off Cape Mount, 
and anchored again at Sierra Leone on the 11th of March, finding the “ Childers ” 
there. 

s * * * * * 

On the 17th, the “Triton” was cruizing off Adaffie; the “ Triton” joined 
company. The following day, in consequence of information received, Commander 
Aplin and Lieutenant Burton of the * Triton” landed; they saw the King of 
Adatlie, and requested him to send a message to the Chiefs of Flowhow, requiring 
them, by virtue of their Treaties, to deliver up to them the slaves they had waiting 
to be embarked in the schooner “ Hanover ;” their reply was, ‘that I had been 
rightly informed, the slaves had been removed back to Porto Leguero and Aghwey, 
by Francesco, two days previously.” ‘This man Francesco is a Portuguese, and if 
not now, was formerly in the employment of a Mr. Lima, a Brazilian Portuguese 
residing at Voger, close to Quitta, a man Commander Aplin believed to be ever 
ready to engage in the Slave Trade. Of the schooner “ Hanover” no further 
intelligence could be obtained, except that it was belicved she was some distance 
off the coast waiting a chance to run in and ship. The “ Triton” was appointed 
to look out for her, and examine Atakoo. 

Commander Burgess, on the L8th of February, reports that there is a complete 
lull as regards the Slave Trade on the South Coast, at least where it has been most 
active hitherto. This calm he attributes not to a scarcity of slaves, as they can be 
obtained to any amount, but to the increased caution of the trans-Atlantic glave- 
dealers, who, warned of the vigilance of our cruizers by the recent captures, are 
careful not to send over their vessels at this season of the year, when calms and 
light winds are so prevalent No vessels have been seen on the South Coast by any 
of our cruizers since the “ Telegraph” sailed with slaves from the Congo in the 
beginning of December last. 

* * * * * * 

On the 7th of February, the American corvette “ Dale” arrived at Loanda, 
having been to Fish Bay, St. Helena, and Benguella. The same evening the 
“Hecate” weighed, and proceeded to Snake’s Head. Commander Burgess 
remained there for two days, and then proceeded to the Congo. On the 12th of 
February he went up the river in a boat to Punta de Lenha, for the purpose of 
gaining intelligence of the Slave Trade; but so great is the reserve shown by the 
countrymen on this subject, that he gained little more, except that no slave-vessel 
or suspicious vessel of any sort had beeu seen in the river since the departure of 
the “ Telegraph.” The following evening Commander Burgess: rejoined the ship, 
and found that during his absence the * Dale” had arrived in the Congo. She had 
sailed from the Congo on the 18th of November; thus nearly three months had 
elapsed without an American pendant being seen near that stronghold of the Slave 
Trade on the South Coast. 

* * * * * * 

I stated that Commander Burgess reports, there was. no difficulty in obtaining 
slaves, the following information, which he afterwards ascertained, will fully confirm 
this. Slaves are bought at the French factory of M. Regis, at Loango, for about 
15 dollars a-head; they have upwards of 100 ready for shipment. Commander 
Burgess has been unable to discover when a vessel is expected to take them. At 
the Congo, such is the scarcity of food, that they are selling themselves in order 
to live; at Loanda, it was seen in publi¢ print, that 48 slaves had been picked up 
by the police, having been deserted by their masters, owing, no doubt, to the 
difficulty in maintaining them. 

* * * * * * 

Lieutenant Robinson, of the * Myrmidon,” reports having boarded the “ Anne 
Mary,” Amcrican, of Salem, Portuguese schooner “ Isabel,” of Loanda, and Portu- 
guese schooner “ Boa Vista,” of Loanda, also the American barque “ John Gilpin,” 
of Boston, all apparently honest traders. The “ Merchant,” fallen in with by the 
“Conflict,” in January, under American colours, appears to be the only undoubted 
slaver met on the South Coast. 
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No. 215. 
Commander Courtenay to the Secretaru to the Admiralty. 


Sir, © Conflict,” River Congo, April 10, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that, on the 3rd instant, Lieutenant Coxon, in the cutter of this 
ship, proceeding up the River Congo, observed a barque at anchor without any 
colours flying, and proceeded on board. 

Finding her to be the * Goldfinch,” of Salem (United States), he quitted her as 
soon as the Assistant-Surgeon had prescribed for two sick men on board. 

| have, &e. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





No, 216. 
Commander Close to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Trident,” Whydah, May 31, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that, on the morning of the 29th May, in latitude 6° 13’ 
north, and longitude 2° I’ east, | chased and captured a fore-and-aft-rigged 
schooner, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and at the time of capture she had no 
papers vr colours on beard ; but she bears the name on her stern of the “ Lydia 
Gibbs.” 

By the little information | could obtain from the people on board (who called 
themselves passengers), it would appear she filled up with fresh water and ber 
slave-cargo at Havana, and that she has been boarded by Her Majesty’s ships 
“ Sharpshooter ” and “ Hecla.”’ 

The money for the slaves and 150 casks of spirits had been landed at Aghwey 
or Popoe: there were seventeen people on board at the time of capture, half of whom 
were secreted under hatches. 

In the hold | found the slave-deek, a ground tier of water-casks, full of fresh 
water, slave-food for 600 slaves, very large slave-coppers, large quantities of fire- 
wood, tin utensils, and wooden spoons for the slaves. ‘There were no slaves on 
board, 

I have placed in the charge of the Paymaster of this ship, for better security, 
the sum of 242/, 18s 6d., belonging to the aforesaid schooner, and hope on further 
search to find more money. 

As Iam hourly expecting to proceed to the Island of Ascension, it is my inten- 
tion to tow the prize into the trade wind to expedite her passage to Sierra Leone 
for adjudication, At present Lam unable to victual the schooner for the voyage 
to Sierra Leone, being very short of provisions. 

In conclusion, | beg to state that I paid 38/. 4s. 6d. for the secret information 
which led to the capture of this vessel, and hope that the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty will permit this heavy charge to be refunded to me, as it was 
expended to execute the duty upon which lam employed ; for without such informa- 
tion it is impossible to discover when the American flag is being used as a fraudu- 
lent protection. The cargo of slaves for the “ Lydia Gibbs” had been marched 
down from the town on to the beach the day I took her; the information was most 
complete, but the informer’s life depends on my silence-~which silence I have 
promised to all but the officer who relieves me from this part of the station. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 





No. 217. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretury to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Black Point, May 11, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a report on the boarding of a French launch, 
on the 10th instant, under the following circumstances. 
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2. On the evening the 10th of May, shortly before sunset, a sail was reported 
right ahead ; a boat was immedictely lowered to pull towards her. As this vessel 
had small head-way, owing to the light wind, no flag was observed, and shortly 
afterwards, darkness coming on, we lost sight both of the boat and chase. 

3. Licutenant Hand, the boarding officer, on his return, mace the inclosed 
report, and | quite agreed with him concerning the propriety of boarding a native 
boat under French colours to assure himself of her nationality, more especially as 
the European in her, subsequently proving to be a naval oficer, was not in 
uniform, 

4, In the course of the evening the French launch came alongside, and the 
commanding olflicer, a French naval surgeon, visited this ship to complain of his 
having been boarded by the boats of several of Her Majesty’s cruizers on this 
coast. 

5. T told him that my instructions from Her Majesty's Government were not to 
visit vessels under the colours of France, except in cases where | had reason for 
suspecting such colours to be fraudulently assumed, and that the unusual appear- 
ance of a Cabenda boat under French colours gave Licutenant fland good reason 
for suspecting the right of the vess! to hoist the flag, but that if he (the com- 
manding officer) had been in his uniform, such a circumstance would not have 
occurred, | impressed upon him that, in all cases where there was reason to 
suspect that the vessel did not belong to the nation indicated by her colours, whether 
they were Freach or not, it would always be the duty of a British naval officer 
to satisfy himself of the vessel's nationality by her papers, such being a right 
exereised by all nations to prevent the prostitution of their respective Mags. 

G. He next inquired if he would be detained if with negroes on board. 

7. | replied he would not so long as his papers proved his right to hoist the 
French ensign. 

8. Shortly afterwards he left the ship, apparently satisfied in every respect. 

9, The launch in question belongs to M. Regis, the Contractor for Emigrants 
at Loanga. Her papers were furnished by Commodore Protet, the French Com- 
mander-in-chief; when boarded, she had two lurge casks of water on board, and 
was procee ting to Cabenda, where I have no doubt she is about to receive some 
free emigr 

10. frown various circumstances that have come to my knowledge, Tam induced 
to believe that the 33 slaves captured by the © Siedusa’s ” boats in the Congo on 
the 28th ultimo, when they were discovered tied with ropes round their necks to 
the bottom of a canoe, were what the French term free emigrants, procured for the 
barracoons at Loango. 









Ais. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 





Inclosure in No. 217. 
Lieutenant Hand to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, « Vesuvius,” 6 miles north of Londino, May 10, 1858. 

IN pursuance of your orders I proceeded about sunset to board a Cabenda boat, then abovt four miles from 
the ship. On nearing the boat I observed her to hoist French colours, but on going alongside was warned off by 
a man in the boat, threatening to report me to you if I dared to enter his boat. It being such an unusual thing 
(in fact the only case 1 know of) for a Cabenda boat to carry French colours, I examined his papers to prove 
his authority for so doing, by which I found him to be a French emigration officer, bound from Loango to 
Cabenda. 

I also beg leave to state that the French officer’s manner was so menacing and uncivil, also not being in 
uniform, | think quite justifies me in the proceedings I took, 

I cannot xceount for this officer's manner towards me, as nothing was touched in the boat beyond the 
examination of the papers. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAND. 
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No. 218. 
Coumadore Wise to Rear-Adwira! Sir FP. Grey. 


(Ixtract.) * Vesuvius,” St. Paul de Loanda, \ cy 1, 1848. 

ON the 9th of April anchored at Ambriz, and communicated wilh the shore. 
I was informe. that all the English merchants had emigrated to Kinsem!o, and the 
Americans were about to follow. [ steamed up to Kinsembo, and Messrs, Sicore 
and 4icCulloch, the principal English merchants, paid me a visit. "i hey informed 
me of the proceedings of the Portuguese in occupying the copper-mines of Bembé, 
as reported by Commander Burgess, and stated that their trade had been much 
injured by the Portuguese, who monopolized the commerce inland, thus preventing 
it reaching the sea-coast. 

A very heavy surf exists at Kinsembo: the clerk of one of the merchants on 
shore had been drowned the day prior to our arrival, 

On the Lith of April anchored at St. Paul de Loanda, in company with the 
United States’ corvetie “ Vincennes,” and the Portuguese brig “ Villa Flor.’ The 
former ship was about to proceed to Porto Praya, touching at Monrovia, and the 
latter was refitting for the \ ozambique Channel. 

The Governor of Loanda has been reappointed for three years. 

I made every inquiry regarding the progress of the Slave ‘Trade to the south- 
ward of Loanda, but there appeared to be no reason to believe its existence. 

* * * * € ¥ 

| anchored at Cabenda on the afternoon of the 24th, and visited King Pokata 
and Chico Franca. 

Having good reason to believe that small numbers of slaves are conducted 
along the coast and up the Congo (for sale and to make trade’, in Loanda boats, 
with proper papers, excepting there being no passports for the slaves, or any 
document conceraing them; T warned Chico Franca and King Pokata, that for the 
future all these vessels would be sent into Loanda for adjudication, except their 
papers end passports were in all respects correct, 

* * * * * * 

On the PSth April the « teron” captured the slaver barque * Minuelonkas 

Vhe © AVinnelonka” is a vessel of about 320 tons, stated to be of New York, 
cleared from the port of Cardenas in Cuba about the 5th February last; had no 
colours, and was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a deck laid to receive 
900 slaves. She had 380 ounces of gold in doubloons, &c.. on board, and was about 
to ship her cargo twelve miles to the southward of Black Point; she belonged to 
the same firm as the “ Robert M. Charlton,” captured by the ‘ Medusa,” and the 
“ Caroline” ‘or * Wintermoyeh™), captured by the Conflict.” 

The “ Minnetonka” is the vessel mentioned in Mr. Crawford's despatch of the 
6th May, 1857, as having left the Havana without any papers of nationality what- 
ever, clearing out for Madagascar, ‘This information proves strictly correct, as 
she conveyed a cargo of 970 slaves last year from the Kast Coast of Africa, her 
mate then being her captain when captured by the “Heron.” Commander Truscott 
dispatched the prize to Sierra Leone, landing her crew to the southward of Banda 
Point; he then proceeded to Loange, and anchored there on the 29th April. 

* * * % % * 

On the 3rd May | anchored in the “ Vesuvius ” off Londono, a new slaving- 
station that has sprung up. In the afternoon | visited the shore, and discovered 
five barracoons fitted for the reception of slaves; one had been occupied, but the 
slaves were let out on the approach of the boats; many of them J observed with the 
figure 8 branded on their left shoulder. Ll weighed that evening, and steamed 
about seven miles to the southward, anchoring ofl Malembo. ‘ 

* * a * * * 

The “ Medusa,” on the 28th April, dispatched her boats up the Congo. Lieu- 
tenant Nott, the officer in charge, captured a canoe, with 33 slaves on board, tied 
to the bottom of the boat; two other large canoes escaped. The slaves were evidently 
about to be shipped in a Portuguese launch of Loanda, called the“ Rio Zaire,” 
which vessel Lieutenant Nott detained at the same time, and conducted to the 
“ Mcdusa.” 

Strange to say, though there was a large supply of rice, calavances, and 
water on board, together with most indubitable indications of slaves having left 
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the vessel, there was a tub for their use, and palpable evidence of the manner in 
which it had been employed; yet, when the launch was shortly afterwards claimed 
by a Portuguese, Commander Bowden gave her up under the impression that there 
was not sufficient evidence of the Slave Trade to condemn her. | have expressed to 
Commander Bowden my disapproval of his proceedings, and intend to denounce the 
“ Rio Zaire” to the Governor of Angola, as a Portuguese vessel engaged in the 
Slave Trade, in order that she may be adjudicated on in the Mixed Commission 
Court, 
* * * * * 

I received a report from Lieutenant Whyte, of the “ Teazer,” conveying the 
intelligence of his having, on the 5th instant, captured a slave-schooner without 
papers or colours, called the “ General Scott.” Plank for slave-deck, water, and 
provisions were discovered, together with 1,812/. in money. 

Lieutenant Whyte collected some useful information relative to slavers that 
may be expected, all of which I have included under the head of Report on the 
Slave Trade (vide paragraph 93). 

* * * * * * 

His Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone informed me, through Commander 
Hickley, that he has great hopes of trade being eventually re-opened in the River 
Scarcies, inclinations being pacific, though the Loosoos still occupy Kambia. 

* * * * * * 


With regard to the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, and the progress 
made towards its suppression, I have the honour to acquaint you that from the 
North and Bights Division I have received no reports of its being renewed this 

ear. 
' In the Bights, as you are aware, the intention of the “ Hanover” 
cargo has been frustrated ; she has left the coast in despair, 

There are large numbers of slaves reported to be ready for shipment at various 
parts in the Bights, but no fresh slave-vessels, or suspicious Americans, have 
appeared. 

The slackness of Slave Traffic in the other divisions is, however, made up for 
by the immense run of slavers on the South Coast; the best proof being the fact of 
five slavers having been captured by our cruizers in almost as many weeks, all 
intending to receive slave-cargoes averaging from 400 to 900 in number. 

I believe that every vessel arriving this year on the South-Coast Division of the 
station for slaves has been captured. 

An American brig, it is reported, made arrangements to receive 800 slaves at 
Longbone, about the 25th of March last, but I do not believe the report, nor am I 
aware of any shipment having been made. 

The barracoons are swarming with slaves; and there are numbers of American 
and Portuguese slave-agents stationed along the coast. 

The following slave-vessels are shortly expected on the Southern Division 
of the station, viz. :—Brig “ Avelino,” schooner “ Altiva,” schooner “ Salvagio,” 
schooner “ Phenix” of Valador ; felucca, Spanish-built, “ Esperanza,” brig “ Put- 
nam,” supposed to be the “ James Buchanan” of 1857; schooner ‘“ Angelina,” of 
New York. Also, a fore-and-aft schooner, sighted by the ‘ Teazer’s” prize, 
«General Scott,” bound to the South Coast for slaves; a Spanish brig which sailed 
four days before the ‘‘ General Scott,” for slaves from the South Coast; the vessel 
“ Agnes,” the fore-and-aft schooner “James Buchanan,” or “ Putnam,” and the 
ship “ City of Paris.” ) 

The American brig “ Secret” has been reported to us by our informants on 
shore as having made arrangements at Cabenda, some days back, to ship her 
slaves about the 17th of May. | 

The boats of the ‘“ Medusa” are in Cabenda, Bay to pay their respects to 
the “ Secreé” on arrival, and the “ Medusa” was about to visit the offing. 

The American brig ‘“ Charlotte,” of New York, is believed to be about to ship 
acargo. She is up the Congo, at Punta da Lenha, with a clean-swept hold, and 
the crew are employed refitting and painting the ship inside and out. There is not 
a single American cruizer on the station, the “ Vincennes” having sailed for 
Monrovia and Porto Praya. 
| I believe that as the vessels are now stationed, it will be almost impossible to 
succeed in getting off the South Coast with a cargo. I have stationed cruizers 
from Zanga Tanga to Ambriz, and appointed the ‘‘ Viper” to watch the entrance of 
the Congo. I have impressed upon the several commanding officers the necessity 


to ship a 
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of detaching their boats, so that no portion of the coast need be out of sight of a 
British cruizer. 
* 





* * * * e 
No. 219. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 62.) 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, June 15, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th 
April, 1858, transmitting a copy of a letter from the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, dated 24th ‘April, and of its inclosed correspondence on the subject 
of Her Majesty’s cruizers on the Coast of Africa, in regard to French vessels. 

I have, in compliance with the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, issued the inclosed Memorandum. 

Of the cases mentioned in the correspondence, the first, that of ‘‘ Le Merle,” 
has been fully inquired into, and 1 incloxe the report of Captain Powell, with the 
evidence aiteched. 

This report was sent by me to Commodore Protet, commanding the French 
squadron on the West Coast of Africa, in a letter of which the inclosed extract 
related to this affair. 1 have every reason to believe that the statements of 
Mr. Furneaux, and of the men examined by Captain Powell, are strictly correct. 

Of the second case alluded to | find no record, and the name of “Le Palan- 
quin ” does not appear in any of the returns of vessels boarded received by me; I 
conclude, therefore, that it must have occurred previous to my assuming the 
command of the station. 

The third case, the “‘ Benares,” was reported in the usual form by Lieutenant 
Cornewall, then Acting Commander of the “Geyser,” but no special reason is 
assigned in the return for his having boarded her. It does not appear that she was 
subjected to any delay. 

Their Lordships are aware that I have already enjoined on the commanding 
officers of cruizers the utmost caution in dealing with French and American vessels, 
and I have no reason to think that since those officers have been informed of the 
definitive abrogation of the Convention of 1845, any French vessel has been unne- 
cessarily boarded. I have received from Commodore Wise the accompanying report 
of the boarding of a Cabenda boat under French colours. 

The circumstances detailed in that letter appear to me fully to justify the 
course paren! by the Commodore, and I trust it will meet with their Lordships’ 
approval. 

I cannot close this letter without remarking how much the difficulty of dis- 
charging the delicate duty imposed on Her Majesty’s officers is increased by the 
proceedings of the French emigration agents. 

‘he successful attempt of the so-called free emigrants in the “ Regina 
Celi ” to free themselves from their irons, with their murder of 11 of the crew, shows 
how far from voluntary is this emigration; while the concluding paragraph of 
Commodore Wise’s report above referred to, shows that there is too much reason 
to fear that the emigrants from the South Coast are taken off equally against 





their will. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
Inclosure ] in No. 219. 
Captain Powell to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” Sierra Leone, February 13, 1858. 


IN compliance with your orders to inquire into a complaint made by the captain of the French brig 
* Merle,” of the conduct of Mr. Furneaux, boatewain of Her Mi jesty’s steam-sloop “ Alecto,” when away in 
r) of the boats of that sloop, I have the honour to make the following report. 

+ appears that Mr. Furneaux was informed by Commodore Wise that the brig laying at Loango was 
French, but he does not a to have understood that the Commodore directed him not to board her ; and he 
states that he was indeaed bo do so from her having no colours flying. He appears to have been perfectly 
aware that when it was ascertained that the brig was French, it was his duty not to examine her, or remain on 
board one moment against the wish of the captain or officer in command. 
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Until the captain came on board, the evidence of the officer and all the boat’s crew goes to prove that th 
were on most friendly terms with the people in the ship ; all agree in stating that no one went into the hold, 
that there were no sentries over the hatchway or cabin, nor was the work ‘of the crew in any way interrupted. 
One man only was armed, and he had a cutlass in the scabbard. ‘They all state that the boats left the “ Merle” 
about sunset, which was at 6 o’elock, \ 

The statements of Mr. Furneaux, and the men who were with him, are so entirely at variance with the 
report of the captain of the brig “ Merle,” that I have been at great pains to discover any contradictory 
evidence amongst the boat’s crew, and I must say that all give the same account of the transaction. 

The chief part of the complaints against Mr. Furneaux and his men, were for acts said to be committed 
when the captain was absent, and I think that he must have been entirely deceived as to what then actually 
occurred. 

The complaints against Mr. Furneaux after the arrival of the captain are,— 

First. That the seizure of the vessel wa3 continued. ‘I cannot find out that any seizure was ever intended ; 
and the men who were in the ship or looking over the gunwale, were ordered back into their boat immediately 
after the arrival of the cuptain. 

Secoad. The captain states that he refused to quit the vessel, thereby implying that he was asked to do so. 
Mr. Furneavx most positively denies his ever asking him to quit his ship, nor do I see that he would have any 
object in doing so. 

Third. The captain states that at 7 o'clock they had permission to close their hatchways, which were 
ordered to be kept open until then. The whole evidence that I have obtained goes to prove their never was a 
question about p Ae the hatchways. 

Fourth. The captain states that they anchored astern, saying that they would make him get ready to join 
their vessel next morning. This the pe Pes denies, and he went to sea with the boats that night, but being 
driven back into the bay by the current, he next morning went on board the “ Merle” to ask the captain how 
long he intended to remain in the harbour, as he had neglected asking the question the evening before, and he 
wished to give his captain the necessary information. He then left the ship, shaking hands with the captain, 
and not contemplating that he had given cause of complaint. 

From all the evidence that I have been able to collect, it appears to have been Mr. Furneaux’s object to 
avoid giving offence. The captain of the “ Merle” seems, however, to have come on board in a state of great 
irritation, and as Mr. Furneaux and he were unable to understand one another, no clear explanation could be 

ven. 
This may, in some measure, account for the letter that the captain of the “Merle” has addressed to Com- 
modore Protet, Commander-in-chief of the French Naval Forces on the West Coast of Africa, but I do not 
think that the assertions he has made in his letter are at all correct. 
I have, &e. 
. (Signed) ASHMORE POWELL. 
P.S.—A statement of the evidence received is annexed. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 219. 


Rear-Admiral Sux F. Grey to Commodore Protet. 


(Extract.) February 13, 1858. 

IN the third case, that of the “ Merle,” I have found so extraordinary a difference between the statements 
of the officer in charge of the “ Alecto’s” boats and the master of the “ Merle,” that E have caused: a most rigid 
examination to be made into the case. 

I now inclose the report made to me by Captain Powell, my Flag Captain, who has conducted the inquiry 
in the most careful manner. 

You will observe that the statements of M. Labeguerie appear to be entirely without foundation, and that 
except the mere act of going on board, which I have informed Mr. Furneaux, the boatswain, he was not 
justified in doing, although the “ Merle” had no colours flying, there was no just cause of complaint. . 

I have no doubt, M. le Commodore, that you will bring to the notice of your Government this conduct of 
the master of the “ Merle,” which has such a tendency to interrupt the friendly relations of the officers of our 
squadrons, relations which I have again the pleasure to assure you both Commodore Wise and I are most 
anxious to cultivate. : 





Inclosure 3 in No. 219. 


General Vemorandum. 


, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, June V5, 1858. 

THE Commander-in-chief is directed by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty again to call the 
attention of the officers of Her Ma: esty’s ships and vessels under his command, to the complaints that have been 
made of the proceedings of Her Majesty's.cruizers on the coast of Africa, in regard to Irench vessels, and to 
desire them to take especial care that no vessels under the French flag, or under the flag of any nation with 
whom Great Britain has no Treaty in force for the suppression of Slave Trade, be visited, except in cases of 
well-founded suspicion that the colours so used are really fraudulent, or that the vessels in question are not 
entitled to the protection of the flag of any nation. 

In every case of suspicion the greatest possible circumspection is to be used ; and officers are informed that 
every vessel Lond fide entitled to navigate under the colours she has hoisted, will be entitled to indemnity for 
every detention not sanctioned by Treaty, notwithstanding the suspicions which may have led to it. 

(Signed FRED. WM. GREY, Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 
The Commodore and the respective Captains, Commanders, and Commanding Officers 
of Her Majesty's ships and vessels under my orders. 


SEES 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 219. 


STATEMENT of Evidence received at an inquiry into the circumstances attending the Boarding of the French 
brig “Merle” at Loango, by the boats of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Alecto,” in charge of Mr. Fur- 
neaux, Boatswain, on the 13th September, 1857. 


Mr. Furneaux, Boatswain, examined :— 


Q. Why did you board the “Merle” after Commodore Wise directed you not to do so?—A. I did not 
understand that Commodore Wise gave me any orders that I should not board her, and I thought that he had 
not boarded her that day. My reason for boarding her was that she had no colours flying, and I saw a person 
whom I knew to be a Portuguese slave-dealer, living on shore, leave the “ Merle.” , 

Q. Did you know that you could not examine her if she was a French vessel ?—A. Yes; but having no 
colours I did not know what she was, 

. Pg When you went alongside, who went on board with you?—A. The coxswain of the boat, and two 

ands. 
Q. State what passed when you went on hoard.—A. I saw no one on deck; but after a few minutes a 
man came aft, and I pointed to where the colours ought to have been. Her mate then came up, and hoisted 
French colours. I told him, through the Cabenda man, who acted as interpreter, that I hoped they were his 
right colours. The seamen then hauled them half-way down again, when the mate re-hoisted them. I then 
asked him as well as I could what his plank was for, but as the Cabenda man could speak very little of the 
language, I could obtain no satisfactory answer. I also tried to ask him what was in the casks, when he put a 
rope-yarn in one, and gave it me to taste, and I found it was fresh water. The captain came on board whilst 
we were talking, and at once said, “ What are you English doing here?” Without waiting for any answer, he 
called us “damned pirates” several times. I then understood that he wanted the men to go into the boats, 
when I at once ordered them down, and they went. He asked for my papers. I showed him my sailing orders, 
which he threw down on the skylight, and he afterwards showed me his papers. I then went away, and 
anchored about a quarter of a mile astern of his vessel. 

Q. How were you dressed >—A. In a blue serge uniform jacket, blue trousers, and uniform cap. 

Q. Had you or your men any altercation with the crew ?—A. None ; some of our men spoke to them, and 
they appeared on friendly terms. 

Q. Were there any signals hoisted whilst you were on board ?—A. None that I saw. 

Q. Did you or any of your men visit the hold?—A. None. 

Q. When the captain came on hoard, did you in any way give him to understand that you had taken 
possession of his vessel ?—A. No. 

Q. How ioag were you on board before the captain came ?—A. Perhaps half an hour. 

Q. How long were you after the captain came on board ?—A. About the same time (half an hour), I 
must have left the vessel about sunset. 

Q. Did you put any questions to the captain about his casks or plank ?—A. Before he showed me his 
papers, I tried to ask him what he had in the casks in his hold, but we could not understand one another. 

Q. Could the captain have understood that: you wanted him to leave his vessel ?—A. I should think it 
was impossible, as if she had been a suspicious vessel, not French, it would have been my duty to have detained 
him ; but I never thought of having anything to do with the vessel after I had boarded her, and by her 
papers knew she was French. 

Q. Did you in any way prevent their closing their hatches?—A. I never prevented them, and they did 
not speak to me about doing so. ‘ 

Q. Did you tell him that you would make him go with you to your ship the next morning ?—A. I never 
thought of such a thing. 

Q. What did you do after you had left him?—A. I was at sea all night. The next morning, about 
7 o'clock, I went on board the brig, and asked the captain how long he was going to remain, as I should like 
to tell my captain what vessel was in there. He told me three days; and after giving him a certificate of 
my having boardea his vessel, he shook hands with me, and I shoved off. 

Q. Who was the man that had the cutlass when you boarded the vessel ?—A. Jessie, the coxswain of the 
boat, who has since gone home invalided. 


James Painter, stoker, examined :-— 


Q. Did you go on board a French brig, the “ Merle,” at Loango, with Mr. Furneaux P—A. Yes. 

Q. Had she any colours flying ?—A. Not when we went on board. 

Q. How many people went on board with Mr. Furneaux ?—A. Perhaps five, but I am not sure, and some 
of those were sitting on the vessel's side. 

Q. Were they armed ?—A. Only one man had a cutlass. 

Q. Had you any altercation with any of her crew, or did any of you go below into her hold P—A. No. 

Q. Do you think that any one stopped in the ship after the captain told them to go away ?—A. No. 

Q. Do you thtnk that either the captain or crew could have thought that Mr. Furneaux had taken 
possession of the vessel _—A. No. 

Q. Were any sentries or armed people put on the hatchways or any part of the vessel?—A. No; there 
was only one man with a cutlass on board, and he did nothing. ~ 

Q. Did you interrupt the crew in their work P—A. No. 

Q. How long were you on board ?—A. About an hour. We left the vessel about sunset, 

Q. Did you observe Mr. Furneaux to be violent or threatening to the captain or any of the crew ?—No. 


Alfred Richartls, ordinary, examined :— 


Q. Did you go on board the “ Merle” at Loango?—A. No ; I looked over the rail. 

Q. Did you observe any altercation between the crew of our boat and the crew of the vessel >—A. No; 
the only thing I ‘sok notice of was their colours (French) being hoisted, hauled half-way down again, and 
rehoisted, and the firing of a swivel gun as a signal, and the captain came on board a short time afterwards. 

Q. Did any of our men go down into the hold?—A. None that I am aware of. 

Q. Did you think that they could have supposed our boats had taken possession of the vessel P—A, I don’t 
know ; but nobody interfered with them. 262 


228 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS: 


Q. How long do you think you were on board ?—A. I don’t know ; but we left before dark. 
Q. Were our people on friendly terms with the crew ?—A. Yes ; they appeared to be laughing together. 


Thomas Hasell, ordinary, examined ;:— 


Q. Did you go on board the “ Merle f"—A. Yes. 

Q. State what you saw.—A. The vessel had no colours flying when we boarded her. A man came up: 
and hoisted French colours ; another hauled them half-way down again, and then they were rehoisted. A gun - 
was fired, and the captain came on board. 

Q. Did you or any of our men have any altercation with the crew of the vess.1?—A. No; they appeared 
to be on very friendly terms. 

Q. Did any of our men go into the hold ?—A. None. 

Q. Did any one remain in the ship against the wish of the captain or crew? —\. No one asked us to go 
away ; lut shortly after the captain came on board Mr. Furneaux ordered us idl into the boat, and we went, 
leaving only Mr, Furneaux and the Cabenda man on board the sbip. 

Q. Were any of our men placed as seutries over the hatehways -—A. No. 

Q. Did you interfere with the crew at their work -—No, 


Dated on board Her Majesty's ship “ Bosenwen,” at Sierra Leone, the 30th day of February, 1858. 
(Signed) ASHMORE POWELL, Captain. 





No, 220. 


Commander Aplin to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, * Hecela?’ Lagos, June 20, 1858. 

IN compliance with the directions contained in the book of Instructions tor the 
guidance of officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade ; 

2. I have the honour to forward herewith the report made to me by the officers 
who visited the * Warren White.” 

3. | have to add that I went on board the “ Warren White” when the cutter 
returned to her; the mate for some time refused to show his papers, wanting me 
to go down in the cabin and open a box in which he said the papers were. 

4. On arriving at Whydah on the 18th instant, | found the United States’ 
corvette “ Marion” there, as also the * Warren White,’ and, as I was informed 
the mate had stated that he had been detained, his eabin ransacked, and bad 
language used to him by myself and the boarding officer, | requested Commander 
Brent of the ‘ Marion,” to inquire into the truth of the man’s statement in my 
presence. Commander Brent did so; Lieutenant Burton of the “ Triton” being also 
present. 

5. The mate of the “ Warren White ” denied that he had ever made the above 
statement ; and Commander Brent told him that there was not the slightest ground 
for any complaint on his part, and that he, Commander Brent, was perfectly 
satisfied that the visiting officer had not in the least exceeded his duty. 

6. An officer sent by Commander Brent on board the day before, reported to 
Commander Brent on his return, that the mate had told him his log had been 
demanded, and an entry made against his wish, after the boarding officer had seen 
and was satisfied with his papers. 

47. This man denied this also, and saidthe American officer must have misunder- 
stood him. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) IK. DO, D’A. APLIN. 





Inclosure in No. 220. 
Lieutenant Levaine to Commander Aplin. 


Sir, © Hecla,” off Tachin, June 9, 1858. 

IN pursuance of your order, I proceeded to visit the barque “Warren White,” flying American colours. On 
boarding the vessel, I was informed that the master was absent, and was received by the mate, who refused to 
produce the ship’s papers, at the same time asking me for my commission, which I sent for. 

On the return of the boat, I examined her papers, and found thet, to all appearance, they were genuine, 
and that she was bound to Tachin. The vessel was in no way detained by me, and had hove-to voluntarily. 
No complaint was made, and at the request of the mate I inserted a memorandum in her log-book. 

IT have, &e. 
(Signed) C. D. 8S. LEVAINE. 

The above statement is correct. —- 

(Signed) W. H. Haywarp, Master's Assistant, officer in charge of Cutter. 
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No. 221. 
Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey te the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 75.) ; 
Sir, “ Boscawen,”’ in Simon’s Bay, July 17, 1858. 


I HAVE read with much astonishment the extract inclosed in your letter 
of the 22nd May last, from a report addressed to the French Minister of 
Marine, and accompanied by a sketch of the Rio Pongas drawn by Licutenant 
Vallay, commanding the “ Dialmath.” 

2. The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will remember that, in com- 
pliance with the instructions of their Lordships, Commander Hickley devoted 
eight days in November last to the careful examination of the Rivers Nunez and 
Pongas, and on the 4th December, 1857, he made a detailed report of his proceed- 
ings, which was forwarded to their Lordships by Commodore Wise. 

3. In that report Commander Hickley expresses a firm belief that every 
mulatto in the Rio Pongas will deal in slaves if he can. 

He also states that the facilities for concealing vessels in the numerous creeks 
are so great that without the best information they could not be found, 

Commander Hickley adds, * 1 believe Mrs. Lightbourne and others to be too 
old hands to keep that about their immediate residences rendering them liable to 
attack.” 

In a subsequent paragraph he states, “ Perhaps Mrs. Lightbourne’s establish- 
ment, with some others, might occasionally contain slaves enough to render them 
them liable to seizure, but great secrecy and very correct information would be 
required to hit the right time.” 

Commander Hickley also states that, with the e: eption of the “James Toron,” 
brigantine, which was wrecked on the bar, no attempt has been made to ship 
slaves from the Pongas for more than a twelvemonth. 

4. When IT was at Sierra Leone in February last, | made every inquiry in my 
power, and I failed to discover any proof that slaves had been shipped from either 
of those rivers. 

5. It seems to me, therefore, incredible that a slave factory, protected by eight 
24-pounders, should have escaped the researches of Commanders Hickley and 
Buckley. or that the trade should be carried on in the open manner implied in the 
report; and it scems equally incredible that if Mr. Campbell’s relatives are so 
deeply engaged in the Slave Trade, he should be the person to denounce them. 

6. | understand that Mrs. Lightbourne (called Laybourn in the French report) 
is a mulitto woman, and not an English woman. 

7. | have no doubt that Commodore Wise will, on the receipt of their Lord- 
ships’ letter, have taken measures for putting the question beyond a doubt; but I 
must at once express my conviction that no fort exists in the Pongas which could 
resist an attack from the force at the disposal of the senior officer, if any grounds 
for making such an attack could be shown. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received September 9.) 


Sir, Admiralty, August 28, 1858. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
to you herewith, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, Returns of the 
vessels, under foreign colours, boarded by Her Majesty’s ships cruizing on the 
coast of Africa, between the periods stated against “<? names.* 

am, &e. 


(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE 





* “Antelope,” July | to September 30, 1857; “Hecate,” July 1 to September 30, 1857; “ Medusa,’” 
July 1 to September 30, 1857; « Boscawen,” April 1 to June 30, 1858; “ Heron,” March 1, 1858; “ Teazer,’ 
July 1 to September 3°), 1857 ; “ Bloodhound,’ September 1857; “ Bloodhound,” January 1 to March 31, 1858.- 


Inclosure | in No. 222. 


Rervuen of Vessels under Foreign Colours visited by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Antelope,” from July 1 to September 30, 1857. 
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J. W. PIKE, Lieutenant and Commander. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 222, 


Return of Vessels under Foreign colours, boarded by Her Majesty’s ship “ Hecate,” from July 1 to September 30, 1857. 
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Return of Vessels, &c.—continued. 
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GEO. F. BURGESS, Commander. 
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Qa 
3 
2 Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours visited by Her Majesty’s Ship “ Medusa,” from July 1 to September 30, 1857. 
> 
Name and Rank of | Name of Circumstances which | Remarks; to contain any 
Date two Visiting Othicers Under Tow induced the Captain to further particulars 
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Place. z\ole intelligence, &e. 
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no 
= (Signed) W. BOWDEN, Commander. 


N.B.—Commander Bowden has been called on to make special reports on the boarding of the French and American vessels above shown. 
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Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours, visited by Her Majesty’s Ship “ Boscawen,” from April 1 to June 30, 1858. 
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bour, to obtain the 
necessary 
tion respecting them. 


wn | informa. 


Government ...| Ditto 





Remarks ; to contain 
any further particulars 
relative to the vessel 
visited, number and 
leseription of passengers, 
intelligence, ke. 





ASHMORE POWELL, Captain. 


‘SUMOIdIO TVAYN WOUA SLYOdTY 


















CHG 


Inclosure 5 in No. 222. 


Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours, visited by Her Majesty’s Ship “ Heron,” on the 31st day of March, 1858. 


Schooner 


J. W. P. Johnstone 











St. Paul's, 
Loanda. 


Congo 





Date of | 
sailing | 
from last 


Port. | 


1858 
March 22, 


Nature 
of 


Cargo. 


General ... 


(Signed) 





To whom 


consigned. 


For market 


Detained 


or 





Circumstances which 
have induced the 
Captain to visit and 


rex , | afterwards to release 


or detain them. 


Remarks ; to contain 
any further particulars 
relative to the vessels 
visited, the number 
and description of pas- 
sengers, intelligence. 


No intelligence. 





W. H. TRUSCOTT, Commander. 











“‘SUdoMAO TVAVN WOUd SLYOdTY 


$8 


Inclosure 6 in No. 86. 


Rerurn of Vessels under Foreign Colours, visited by Her Majesty’s Steam-vessel ‘‘ Teazer,” from July 1 to September 30, 1857. 








































































te Circumstances 
Et i, Remarks; to 
I 3A | Natureof | Towhom | Detained | -_ which | contain farther 
Owiees rigged = <2 Cargo. | consigned. | eteased. Captain to visit}, ,particulare, 
Master. and of what g|ele2 From. Bound. Belonging £8 such vessel. ‘4 
Place. elzlé | 22 
| 1857 = 
—Myers ...|— Master ...| American .| Schooner...) 8 118] Havana ...| Coasting Havana "|General. ...| Captain...) Released | Suspicion of 
| | Reng oneaed 
in the Slave 
Ze Trade 
nw % ..| — Armorini .| — Coures, Bahia) Portuguese | ditto ...) 12] 1|125]| Bahia. | ditto Bahia... ia Rum, tobacco,| ditto ..| ditto ...| ditto. 
and cowries 
» © — Lupi se] — Lupi . «| Sardinian .| Brig wef 16] 11200) ditto ...{ London -.| Genoa .., * te Palm oil | ditto...) ditto...) ditto. 
o oF ..|—Lima ...) — Buckedo...| Portuguese | ditto ...| 12 | ... |172| London .| Bahia . «| Lisbon... A ditto .., | ditto ...| ditto ...! ditto. 
. % —Verwelle .| —Laveque ...| French ...| Barque ...| 9 | ... |220| Bahia wa} ditto ..| Dunkirk wdc. | 123 passengers | ditto ...] ditto ...| ditto ...| Returns to Bahia 
from Bahia to with a cargoct 
08 . 
Aug. 10 .| Banger ...)—Ranger _..| American .| Brigantine.} 11 | ... |179| New Orleans.| Leeward ...| New Orleans |... General . «| ditto...) ditto ,..! ditto. 
tant Paymaster, and | 
Mr. Searle, Boat- | 
» 2 * —Armoriui . cca Portuguese | Schooner ...! 12 | 1 |123/ Buhia . | Coasting ...| Bahia... ‘ ie Rum, tobareo,| ditto ..| ditto ..| ditto, 
and cowries: 
» % Lieutenant Whyte and — Duncan ...| J. L. Colts American .| ditto...) 14]... 142] Havana...) Annobon... Bristol, _Penn- . Rum & tobacco JL. Colts.| ditto ...! ditto. 
Mr. Evans, Assis- sylvania 
tant Paymaster | | 
a | — Meyer...) — Oswald, Bahia} Hamburg || ditto | 10] .., | 149) Lagos}, «| Bahia -| Bahia... ...) Sept. 26| Ballast ... «| ditto...) ditto... ditto. 
| 














W. H. WHYTE, Lieutenant Commander, 


“‘SUDOLMAO IVAYN WOU SLHOddU 


Inclosure 7 in No. 222. . 


Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours visited by Her Majesty's Steam-vessel “ Bloodhound.” 




































































































Circumstances which 
Detained | have induced the Captain 
Py or to visit such Vessel, and 
rian = Peal ak released. | afterwaris to release or 
gi} 2 From. Bound. Belonging. | place. detain her. 
ais|é 
1857 
Sept. 10 ..| —Bosden ... Hamburg | Barque ... 1 |... | 330 | Lagos ..| Hamburg ...| Hamburg ...| Sept. 3 ..| Haining ...| Released... 
ung 
, ou ditto... ...| Don Francisco ...| — Mesqnita ..| Portuguese } ditto ../16| 2| 275 | Bahia .| London —...| Liston = ..| 9] ditto Foster...) ditto.) | i 
a @ ..| G. D. Rickards, Master's | Majest} so] — Chay [French ...) ditto...) 8 | 1 | 296 | Little Popoe...) Porto Novo ...| Salem «|» 8] ditto ..| Hudson, Cape | ditto 
‘Assistant cs i = Coast Castle 
s #8 ditto... | Lagos... ...| —Violain.. ditto... Schooner ,..) 8 | ... 80 | Marseilles...) Bahia ..| Marseilles... May 7 | Gencral ..| French Fac-| ditto 
tory, Palmas 
» B ditto... 4. «| Jeune Elise... —Jilo ditto ..J ditto ..| 9/...| 93 | Bahia ditto | ditto | » 7 | Rum & tobacco) Regis, Whydah} ditto. To establish 
factory 
1856 
» | ne C. Webb, Second | Isle de Cuba ...|—Smith ... American ...| Barque ...| 8 New York...) New York ...| New York ...| Sept. 7 |Palmoil ...| Burroek&Co.| ditto. nationality. 
jaster 1 
» 4B ditto .. ©... .... Deis Amigos ._.| — Amorin...| ..| Portuguese | Brigantine | 11 | 138 | Porto Novo ...) Bahia --.| Babia ai 4] ditto ditto <=] ditto 
- i 
| 
» 18 | Porto Siguro...| Lieutenant Commanding, | Virginia Price ...| — Harding ..] American ...] Schooner .../ 10 |... | 176 | Little Popoe.... New York... Boston sal 23 5 | ditto | Toorder ...) ditto 
‘and second Master | | j 
» «|. T. C, Webb, Second Taimuda «| —Sabets ...] —Sintesof Bar- | Spanish ...' Brig fas wa | 139 | Acera «| Elmina oc | Wareham 3 July 12] General...) Montagu & Co.) ditto 
Master ; celona | | 
~« B ditto... ... Thomas Watson |— Cousens | New York .| Ship... 17] ... | 446 | Little Popoe...| New York... New York Sept. 4 | Palm oil ditto ditto 
| 








‘* Bloodhound,” at Sea, September 30, 1857. (Signed) CHARLES ROBSON, Lieutenant Commander. 


"SUMOLMAO 'IVAVN WOU SLUOdTY 


L8G 





| Date of Visitation. 


¥ 
8 


‘* Bloodhound,” at Sea, March 31, 1857. 













Where; if 
wt Sen etate 
Liticude 
and 
Longiude, 


Boarding Uilicers. 








..| G. D. Rickards, Master’s | Providencia 
Assistant 


Inclosure 8 in No. 222. 


Return of Vessels under Foreign Colours visited by Her Majesty’s Steam-vessel * Bloodhound.” 










































































Name of 
Under what Nature of To whom 
Colours. cargo, consigned, 
= Owners, 3 | ” 
Vessel. Master. and of what place. 2/2/2 From. | Bound, | Belonging. 
42iolm 
| 
.| —Her Kety, Hamburg .| Hamburg . 12| 2|250] Zanzibar ...| Hamburg .) Hamburg .| Apr. 18| Palm oi Owners 
250] ditto .| ditto ditto 
ditto ditto 
..| Her Kety, Hamburg _..| ditto ditto...) ditto ditto 
Jozé Brodia .| Antonio Divis, Lima | Lisbon 7| Tobacco & rum .| Martinez Jambro . 



















CHARLES ROBSON, 


(Signed) 





Circumstances | Remarks contain- 
whieh have | ing further par- 
Detained | induced the | ticulars relative 
or. jCepiain to visit) to. the vessel 
such ship, | visited; namber 
Relensed. and utr to a ever tion 
release or | of 85 
detain her. intelligence, be. 
Released | To prove 
nationality, 
ditto ditto, 
ditto ditto. 
ditto ditto. 
ditto ...| ditto, 





Lieutenant Commander. 


8&% 


‘SHMOMAO TVAVN WOU SLYOdda 
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No. 223. 


Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
54.) 
ir, “ Alecto,” Sierra Leone, May 15, 1858. 

INCLOSED are copies of papers, and other documents, relating to the brig 
“ Caroline,” boarded by this ship at 4°15 p.m. of the 8th May, 1858, off the River 
Pongas, and released by desire of the United States’ Consul of this place at 
11°30 a.m. of the 11th instant, the full particulars of the case having veen placed 
in his hands the previous evening. Since that occurrence I have been supplied by 
Mr. Dingare, a proctur for this ship, with a work called “The Shipmaster’s 
Assistant, and Commercial Digest,” edited by Joseph Blunt, Counsellor-at-Law, 
New York, from which I extract the following :— 

“ Regisiry.—The Registry is not a document required by the Laws of Nations 
to prove the national character of the vessel, nor is it a document conclusive as to 
the ownership. The Registry Acts are to be considered as Municipal Laws, 
enacted to promote purposes of public policy, and they do not change the Common 
Law mode in which ships may be transferred. 

“The Registry, however, is evidence of national character, and, in time of 
general peace, is the only document that need be on board to comply with the 
warranty of national character. 

“If the bill of sale recite the Register inaccurately, the vessel loses her 
American privileges, but the sale is not hereby avoided. 

“ A vessel may sail in a foreign trade with a letter or certificate of ownership, 
and without a Register, but she loses the privileges of an American vessel.” 

I beg respectfully to point out the contradictory clauses contained in the first 
and second paragraphs of these extracts. as they fully explain the difficulty naval 
officers have to contend with as to what does or does not constitute an American 
vessel ; and as most of the vessels captured on this coast have always found means, 
for some time, to defy capture by the production of forged American papers, or 
unlawfully obtaining correct ones, cases of dispute as regards nationality, and 
genuineness of the document, must constantly arise until the American Government 
“he a means of preventing the frauds practised on the officers authorized to issue 
them. 

The brig, after remaining two nights outside this harbour, has entered the 
harbour, and has already sold her cargo. 

How far the American Consul is authorized to liberate an American vessel 
without any examination of his papers, ship, or cargo, or even going on board ; or 
how such a vessel is allowed to discharge a bond fide slave cargo without any 
manifest or other document (which the Americans declare they have done here for 
years), | leave the proper authorities to decide, feeling assured that Her Majesty's 
Government never intended a British trading port to be made the principal depdt 
for the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa, as it is notorious it now is. 

The last charge (No. 10, Inclosure No. 2) made against the brig “Caroline,” 
his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone informs me, is entirely correct. He 
now holds a warrant against one of the firm alluded to; and it is this Company of 
British merchants who are now urging the master of the vessel to complain, in the 
hope that they may thus intimidate me from prosecuting inquiry into their infamous 
Slave Trade practices, although [ believe they will not be able to induce the master 
of the ‘‘Caroline” to submit his case to his own Government, for fear they may detect 
him in some evasions of their Customs laws. The fact of British and American 
citizens being enabled, by fraudulent means and subtle evasions, to carry on the 
Slave Trade on our most important British possessions of this part of Africa, is a 
sad proof of the state the Slave Trade has arrived at. 

In conclusion, I will respectfully add that, being now better informed, I shall 
be enabled, | trust, still to use my best endeavours for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, without again incurring the risk of involving myself or Her Majesty’s 
Government in a similar manner. 

1 have, &c. 


, (Signed) JAMES HUNT. 


240 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Inclosure | in No. 223. 


Extract from the Log of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Alecto.” 


IN latitude 9° 38’ north, longitude 14° 45’ west, off the Pongas. At 2°30 p.m. of the 8th, observed a strange 
sail on port bow, about two points, which was made out to be a brig on a wind, starboard tack, standing 
towards us, drew forward fires, and went on in‘chase; observed that she had altered course for the Pongas, and 
had studding-sails set. Stranger hoisted American colours ; passed a-head of her and hailed her to heuve-to, as 
I wished to send a boat on board. 415 pm. sent Lieutenant Walker to board her; bout returned and 
reported that Licutenant Walker wished me to visit the vessel, as she had a slave cargo, her decks being loaded 
up to the gunwale with slive-beims and plank, and large casks, and her papers showing that she had cleared 
for Africa only, but no cargo mentioned, and no manifest of any description on board. Asked the captain's 
permission to look below, which was granted, but as he had blocked up the hatchway forward with powder 
barrels (evidently just put there), cou'd not see anything except a piece of pipe of the description used in slave 
coppers. On looking into his hold abaft, could see a larg+ quantity of casks of all sorts, which I could not 
examine, and did not like to touch, T then returned on board, «nl the master of her voluntarily visited this 
ship at my request. for the purpose of showing his papers to the officers I wished to see them. 

Asa very heavy tornado. and night, were approaching, and fearing he would escape before I could make 
farther investigation, I left a boat's crew on board ; the tornado then coming on almost immediately, prevented 
our further commmnicstion til daylight. 

At 7 AM. of the 9th, it being calm, communicrted with the brig, and having heard the various contra- 
dictory statements relative to the vessel gathered from the crew and captain, I decided, as the captain had 
previously stated that he would be glad of a tow to Sierra Leon»,* to take him in tow to that place, it being a 
continued calm, which I did at 9:30 a.m, for decision of the American Consul; as myself and officers believe 
him to be fraudulently assuming the flag of the United States, for the purpose of conveying slave cargoes to 
and from Africa, and ‘also using a false register and other documents, and not having a manifest (the paper most 
necessary ond important to American vessels, and which it is notorious no American merchant-ship is ever 
allowed to leave a port without). 

Wi.ne-ses to the correctness of this statement, 
(Signed) James Hunt, Commander. 
W.G. Wacker, Lieutenant. 
Spences De L. Lacy. Lieutenant. 
KE. J. W. Tucker, Master. 
Cnas McSnarre. Surgeon. 
Joun W. W. Green, Paymuster. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 223. 
Charges against the Brig “ Caroline.” 


1. THAT her register is ten years old, and has not go* on the back the change of captains. The 

American papers report the registers are often sold with the vessels after they are ten years old, for fraudulent 
Urposes. 

, YS His articles and crew-list are all in the same handwriting, and not signed by the men individually, 
which is customary, both with original and copy. 

3, His clearance had only the word “merchant” for description of cargo on it, and “ Africa” for his destination. 

4. He had no manifest, and declared he never had one ; a most important paper to American vessels, and 
which it is notorious they cannot leave port without. 

5. That he had the whole of his upper deck loaded with slave plank and beams, sufficient to lay one or 
more slave-decks. 

6. That he had a great quantity of water-casks or leaguers on board, some set up, and some in shakes 
ready for that purpose. 

7. That a careful perusal of his papers by the officers of this ship, made them of the opinion that they, 
being all in the same handwriting, rat bang deticient of the information they ought to contain, and unaccom- 

ied with a manifest to corroborate them, were a forgery or else fraudulently assumed in some way. 

&. ‘That the master, after having stated that he was bound to Sierra Leone, and he should be glad of a tow 
to Sierra Leone in the presence of witnesses, when he found his wish would be complied with, denied it, and 
declared he would first go to Matacong, and then he would come to Sierra Leone. 

9, That during the night that Lieutenant Lacy and a boat’s crew were on board, the person who repre- 
sented himself as master (Bradford Gibbs) was commanded and ordered by another person on board, named 
Horace Tufts, who assumed the command as master, and who was said to be supercargo by the supposed 
master, but whose name also appears as the former captain of her on the register, all tending to fulsify and 
throw doubts on the truth of any of their representations. 

10. That the vessel being consigned to a house notorious for slave-dealings in the Rio Pongas and places 
adjacent, one of the firm being now an outlaw from Sierra Leone for that cause, is additional cause of suspicion 
of this vessel. 

Additional.—In pages 49, 51, and 53 of the “ American Shipmasters’ Assistant and Commercial Digest,” 
edited by Joseph Blunt, Councillor at Law, published in New York, it is satisfactorily proved that American 
vessels cannot leave or return to an American port without a manifest. 

(Signed) JAMES HUNT, Commander. 





© Witnesses to this statement:—(Signed) W. G. Walker, Lieutenant; Thomas Jones, Boatswain; J. M. 
Furneaux, Boatswain; R. N. Kestell, Carpenter; A. W. Richards, Captain Foretop. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 241 
Inclosure 3 in No. 223. 


Lieutenant Walker to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” Sierra Leone, May 18, 1858. 

IN compliance with your orders, I delivered to J. E. Taylor, Esq., American Consul at Sierra Leone, on 
the morning of the 11th of this month, the letter and statement entrusted to me by you, relative to the brig 
“ Caroline,” of Boston, detained by you for his examination. 

Mr. Taylor having read the account of her detention, said that he was well acquainted with Mr. H. Tufts, 
who had called himself supercargo, and that though he might have considered the vessel suspicious in another 
man’s hands, he could vouch for the honesty and respectability of Mr. T fts ; and that we had better arrange 
matters with him by letting him go, or offering to tow him to Matacong, which offer was accordingly made to 
him. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. WALKER. 
Inclosure 4 in No. 223. 
Commander Hunt to Mr. Taylor. 
Sir, “ Alecto,” Sierra Leone, May \0, 1558. 


INCLOSED is the case of the brig “ Caroline,” which I believe is falsely assuming the flag of the United 
States for the purpose of carrying on an unlawful Traffic in Slaves, and I have to request you will take the 
necessary steps usual in such like cases. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 223. 


Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Alecto,” Sierra Leone, May 15, 1858. 
HAVING received a note this morning from J. E. Taylor, Esq., United States’ Consul here, requesting an 
interview, to prevent compromising myself, I sent Lieutenant Walker, the First Lieutenant of this ship, to 
bring any message he might have to send me ; the inclosed is his report. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 223. 
Lieutenant Walker to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, « Alecto,” Sierra Leone, May 15, 1858. 

A MESSAGE having been sent to you that the American Consul wished to see you on shore, in com- 
pliance with your orders J. went to the Consulate and informed Mr, Taylor that you did not wish to compromise 
yourself by personally negotiating the affair of the brig “ Caroline,” but that I was authorized by you to receive 
any communication that was to be made. The master of the brig, Mr. B, Gibbs, told me that they had come 
to the conclusion to drop all proceedings relative to her detention, as he could get no good by it. The American 
Consul confirmed this, and declared that the vessel and cargo had sustained no injury whatever by their 
detention. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. WALKER. 
No. 224, 
Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, “ Conflict,” Point Padron, June 16, 1858. 


{ HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that, on the 13th instant, I seized a schooner without any papers 
or colours, called the “Angeline,” of Prospect (United States), in latitude 5° 56’ south, 
and longitude 11° 50’ east, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, namely, a slave- 
deck laid, and an extraordinary number of casks, and have sent her to St. Helena 
in charge of Lieutenant Henderson, for sli * in the Vice-Admiralty Court. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





Crass A. 2I 
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No. 225. 
Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Conflict,” River Congo, July 21, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the evening of the 20th of July, I saw 
a barque without any colours entering the River Congo. 

2. Having come up with her, | went ahead and dropped a boat, sending on board 
Lieutenant Coxon and Mr. Shortt, master’s-assistant. 

3. She proved to be the *‘ John Gilpin,” a trader on this coast. 

4. The officer left her at once. J inclose his report, attested by the witness. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





Inclosure in No, 225. 


Lieutenant Coxon to Commander Courtenay. 


Sir, “ Conflict,” Shark’s Point, River Congo, July 21, 1858. 

I BEG to inform you that on the evening of July 20th, T boarded, according to your directions, a barque 
in the River Congo, showing no colours, and found her to be the American barque “John Gilpin,” from 
Moanda. Her master made ne complaint, and [ left her immediately. 

IT have, &e, 
(Signed) J. Il. COXON, 
Witness : 
(Signed) Henry D. Sronrt, Vaster’s Assistant. 





No. 226. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No, 32. 
Sir, * Vesuvius, Fernando Po, July 21, 1858. 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 22nd May, marked Confi- 
dential, giving cover to despatches from the Foreign Office relative to certain 
slave-factories which the French Government alleged to have been established in 
the River Pongas by the wife and other relatives of Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Lagos, and directing that an immediate inquiry be made into the charges 
brought against the relatives of Mr. Campbell, and also to ascertain what founda- 
tion exists for the French reports of the inability of British cruisers to attack the 
slave-factories in question ; 

2. I have the honour to inclose, for the information of their Lordships, a cop 
of my orders to Commander Close, of the “Trident,” senior officer on the North 
Coast, whom I have appointed to conduct the inquiry, and obtain the information 
above quoted, and trust that my views on the subject will meet their Lordships’ 
approbation. 

3. Should it appear by the investigation that the Lightbourne family possess 
slaves intended for foreign exportation, and if their Lordships should think fit to 
order the barracoon to be destroyed, | have the honour to state that operations 
commenced in the river before the end of February would produce both fever and 
death to numbers of the party engaged, as already proved in the case of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Merlin,” where so many of the crew were stricken down by 
ascending the river in an unhealthy season. 

4. As in the correspondence relative to the slaving transactions, it is frequently 
stated that Mrs. Campbell is the wife of Her Majesty's Consul at Lagos, I have 
the honour to state that I have been informed from the best sources that the 
marriage was only concluded after the country fashion; but as Mr, Campbell is 
now in England, on duty with the Foreign Office, no one will be better able to state 
the facts of the case than himself. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Inclosure in No. 226. 


Orders atdressed to Commander Close. 
(Confidential ) 


By Charles Wise, Esq., Commodore of the Second Class, and Senior Officer of Her Majesty's ships and vessels 
forming the African Squadron. 


I INCLOSE, for your information, the copy of a correspondence which I have received from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, together with the inclosures therein from the Foreign Office. 

The substance of this correspondence is, that Her Majesty’s Government have been in communication 
with the Government of the Emperor of the French, with the view to induce the Imperial Government to 
abandon the system of purchasing slaves on the coast of Africa, to he aftcrwards exported as free emigrants. 
The representations of Her Majesty’s Government have been, in some instances, accompanied by reports from 
Mr, Campbell, Her Majesty's Consul at Lagos, who has strongly denounced the French scheme. 

The French Government, in reply, go as far as to aceuse Mr. Campbell of conniving at the Slave Trade 
which is stated to be carried on by his own wife, her mother, and sister, at the River Pongas, 

The extract from the French report on this subject is also inclosed for your information and guidance. 

On this correspondence their Lordships have been pleased to direct that an immediate inquiry be made 
into the charges brought against the relatives of Mr. Campbell ; and it is also to be ascertained what foundation 
exists for the French report of the inability of the British cruizers to attack the slave-fictories in question, 

Tn appointing you to carry out this very important duty, I must first impress upon you the necessity of its 
being conducted with strict secresy, and, as no operation can be conducted with prudence until the beginning 
of the healthy season in the latter end of February, your present duty will be as follows :— 

1,t. To place yourself in communicstion with his Excellency Governor Hill, who, I feel certain, will give 
you every information in bis power regarding the shive factories of Mrs. Lighthourne and her daughters, 
Mrs. Finerson and Campbell, Tt is desirable to obtain full and authentic particulars concerning the position of 
the barracoons, the nature and extent of the defences, and the obstacles in the way of an attack (if required) 
by vessels with a draucht of eight feet. 

2ndly. You will ascertain whether Mrs. Lighthbourne and her family are answerable to British laws, or 
whether they are only subject to the laws of the Kings and Chiefs of the Pongas. In the Parliamentary 
Report ou the Slave Trade, 1845, Class D, page 52, 1 observed that with reference to Mrs. Lighthbourne’s 
barracoons having beer destroyed by the boats of the “ Iris,” on the 28th of April, 1841, on account of her 
being engaged in the Foreign Slave Trade, Mrs. Lightbourne states that American goods, belonging to Messrs. 
Gilman, Smell and Co., of New York, were destroyed to the amount of 1,90) dollars, and petitioned that the 
value of the woods might be re-puid to meet the demands of the supereargo of the before-mentioned firm. In 
that petition Mis. Lighthourne states as follows :— , 

“It, of course, is a cause of deep grief to me that Iam deprived of the means of fulflling my engagements, 
and that by a nation of which Tam not a subject, being a native of the River (Pongas), and acknowledging no 
laws but those sanctioned hy our Kings, Chicts, and Headmen,” 

It, is, therefore, most important to ascertain whether the above statement is correct, not merely in the case 
of Mrs. Lightbourne, but of her daughters. and so disprove the assertion of their being of English finily. 

3. You will ascertain, if possible, the number of slaves now in the burracoons, and whether those slaves are 
intended for domestic purposes or for foreign exportation. 

4. Whether any shipments for foreign exportation have of late years been made from the establishments of 
Mr. Campbell's relatives, and if such has taken place, you must make every exertion to obtain full and authentic 
particulars, 

As Tam unable to sanction your ascending the Pongas at this season of the year, you will perecive that to 
obtain the answers to the above queries, you must gain inteiligence from the residents at Sierra Leone trading 
to the river, in such a way as not to excite suspicion of the motives which led you to make such inquiries. 1 
have written to his Execlleney Governor Hill, requesting that he will farther your object, as the information 
of his Avent can be relied on. My opinion on the whole of the duties above laid down is as follows :—If 
Mrs. Lighthbonrne and daughters are amenable to British laws, it is illegal for them to possess slaves and 
barracoons. If, however, they are subject to the native laws of the Pongas Chiefs, we cannot object to their 
possessing slaves and barracoons. always providing that the slaves are proved to he fur domestic purposes only. 

But if Mr, Campbell's rclitives are amenable to native liws, and hold slaves for foreign exportation, the 
course which their Lordships will probably order to be carried out will be, to liberate the slaves, destroy the 
barravoons, and otherwise punish the Chicts and people of the river for a breach of their Treaty engagements 
with England. 

Dated on board the “ Vesuvins,” at Fernando Po, this 21st July, 1858. 





(Signed) CILAS. WISE. 
To Commander Francis Close, Her Majesty's steam-sloop © Trident,” 
Senior Officer, North Division. 


ES 


No. 227. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 29 ) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Fernando Po, July 19, 1&58. 

1 BIEG you will be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that when I was at Ascension in the beginning of the present month, 1 received 
a communication from Thomas J. Hutchinson, Ksq., Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Fernando Po, informing me that the Spanish war-steamer “ Vasco Nunez de 
Balboa ” had arrived at that anchorage from Cadiz, and that her Commander, Don 
Carlos Chacon, had been appointed Spanish Governor of Fernando Po, Annobon, 
and Corisco, in the place of Mr, Lynslager. 
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The following day the Proclamation, of which the inclosed is a copy, was 
issued, forbidding as you will observe, the public exercise of any religion except 
the Roman Catholic, and appointing Mr. Lynslager Lieutenant-Governor. 

There are no Roman Catholics in Fernando Po, and all, except the aboriginal 
inhabitants, are preparing to emigrate to the Bimbia, situated on the shore of the 
African coast, opposite to Fernando Po. | It is, doubtless, annoying to consider that 
all the good effects which have resulted to the island from solely British capital, 
energy, and perseverance, are thus frustrated; yet, as the Government of Spain 
have an acknowledged right to the place in question, I considered that my only 
course would be to proceed to Fernando Po, with the view of securing ritish 
interests as far as possible (if such a proceeding was rendered necessary by the new 
laws of the Colony), in order that Her Majesty’s Government might receive the 
same advantages from the island as we have so long enjoyed: | also deemed it 
necessary to ascertain from Mr. Lynslager, whether his new position would enable 
him to remain in charge of the Government coal stores, and if not, to obtain a 
trustworthy successor, pending their Lordships’ pleasure. 

On the 18th of July arrived at Fernando Po, and found that Don Carlos 
Chacon, the Governor, had proceeded to the Island of Annobon, in the war- 
schooner ‘“Cartagenira,” of 10 guns, attended by the store-ship “ Santa Maria,” 
of 3 guns, and 1,000 tons. 

The following vessels belonging to the Spanish Government are now at anchor 
at Fernando Po, viz., the ‘‘ Vasco Nunez de Balboa,” steam-sloop of 6 guns, 
350 horse-power (screw); also the “ Gravina,” 16-gun brig: Don Carlos Chacon 
is Commodore of this squadron. 

I have lately had an interview with Mr. Lynslager, who informs me that the 
changes in the Administration of the island would in no way affect British interests, 
and that all the old laws, and grants of land, were in full force; the only change 
being the prohibition of any public worship but that of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He further informed me, that the Spanish Government had sent out the 
new Governor under the impression that a ae amount of money was to be 
acquired on the island ; that they have found out their mistake, and having expended 
all their cash, have been obliged to borrow from Mr. Lynslager; and also that the 
priests were attacked by fever. Don Carlos has reported these circumstances to 
the Spanish Government, and the general opinion is, that the expedition will be 
withdrawn by the next communication from Madrid, and that Mr. Lynslager will 
be reinstated in his former position; in either event, Mr. Lynslager states that he 
will be happy to remain in charge of the Government fuel. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 227. 
Proclamation. 


DON CARLOS CHACON, Knight of the Military Order of St. Hermenegildo, Captain of Frigate in 
a Navy, Commander of Her Catholic Majesty’s squadron in the Islands of Fernando Po, Annobon, and 

isco, Governor-General of the said island, &c., makes known to all :— 

1. The religion of the colony is that of the Roman Catholic Church, as the only one of the Kingdom of 
Spain, with the exclusion of any other ; and no other religious profession is tolerated or allowed, but that made 
by the Missionaries of the aforesaid Catholic religion, and no school allowed. 

2. Those who profess any other religion, which be not Catholic, should confine their worship within their 
own -— houses or families, and limited to the number thereof. 

y yi laa is appointed Lieutenant-Governor of this colony, until the resolution of Her Majesty the 
of in. 

4, All the other bye-laws and lations for the good government and order of this colony, which ure not 
contrary to those enacted this day, will remain in full vigour until farther orderings. 

Given on board Her Majesty's vessel “ Balboa,” this 27th day of May, 1858. 





(Signed) CARLOS CHACON. 
No. 228. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Fernando Po, July 19, 1858. 


_ WITH reference to their Lordships’ despatch of the 13th of March last, 
directing that it should be ascertained from what part of the African coast the 
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French ship “Orion” conveyed 370 labourers to Cayenne, and whether they 
were shipped voluntarily as free emigrants, or were purchased as slaves, and 
= 8 liberated, to be conveyed as emigrants to the French West India 
colonies ; ; 

2. I have the honour to report that the negroes were obtained from the 
Kroo coast and the neighbourhood of Cape Mount, in pursuance of a contract held 
by a Messrs. Mies and Co., of Nantes, wean agent is a M. Chevalier. The men 
were shipped, I believe, without compulsion, but with very vague ideas of the 
place to which they were proceeding; their motives for shipping were chiefly 
attributable to the severity with which their masters treated them, rendering them 
glad to purchase a release by the bounty money. 

3. I beg also to inform you that the “ Orion” sailed without taking out the 
paneer for each emigrant at Monrovia, as required by the Proclamation issued 

y the Liberian Government on the 24th of May, 1856, as detailed in paragraph 7 
of this letter, and that this irregular proceeding on the part of the “Orion” 
occasioned a considerable amount of ill-feeling on the part of the Liberians. 

4. I have already reported through the Conmian er-in-chief, the particulars of 
the French emigrant barque “Clara” having sailed from en on the 7th of 
November, 1857, with 220 emigrants, and of the “Stella” steamer having proceeded 
to Guadaloupe with 800 negroes from Loango on the Ist of the following month. 
The massacre on board the “ Regina Celi,” by the blacks, of all the crew, with the 
exception of the surgeon and some few who were absent, has already been reported 
to their Lordships by Commander Aplin of the “ Hecla.” 

] have now the honour to inclose a communication I have just received from 
Lieutenant-Commander Campbell of the «‘ Spitfire,” who was deputed to proceed to 
Monrovia, and inquire into the particulars of the recapture of the ‘‘ Regina Cceli.” 
Their Lordships will observe that some rather insulting remarks were made use of 
by the commanders of the French war-steamers “ Renaudin ” and ‘“ Diane,” such 
as that the recapture on the part of the “ Ethiope ” was an act of piracy, and an 
odious crime. Lieutenant Campbell appears to have conducted himself firmly and 
prudently towards these officers, protesting against the towing of the “Regina 
Ceeli” away as they, threatened. Unfortunately, on the 7th of May, the “Spitfire” 
was obliged to proceed to the assistance of an English schooner, the “ Regina Cceli” 
having been first given up to the Liberian Government for adjudication as a slaver. 
On the 14th of May, the “ Spitfire” returned, and found that in the interval the 
* Renaudin,”” French war-steamer, had taken the “ Regina Coli” by armed force, 
to prevent her being condemned as a slaver, and towed her away. 

5, I take this opportunity to inform their Lordships that the “ Regina Ceeli” 
belongs to the same house, and is under the same contract, as the “ Orion.” 

6. I trust that the following remarks on the French emigration system in the 
three divisions of the station will not prove unwelcome. 

7. In the North Division considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
emigrants, through the objections the Liberian Government brought forward 
against the procuring of negroes from their territory. On the 24th May, 1856, a 
Proclamation was issued enacting, that all vessels purposing to carry away emigrants 
from Liberia, must first enter the port of Monrovia, to obtain passports for each 
emigrant, in order that it might be ascertained whether the emigration was free or 
constrained ; they were also preparing laws, exacting a heavy fine from any person 
shipping negroes from their territory in any other way than that laid down in the 
Proclamation above quoted. 

8. The result of this opposition was that the French Government, taking 
umbrage at the difficulties Oiresn in the way of their scheme, retracted their 
promised gift of the schooner of war “ L’Hirondelle,” of six guns, which was about 
to be sent to Liberia. 

9. In the Bights Division the price of negroes is too high for M. Regis’s 
contract; the King of Dahomey cannot see the distinction between the French 
system and ordinary slaving, and, consequently, will not sell his slaves at a less - 
price than he receives from the slave-dealers. The emigrant vessels, therefore, 
proceed to the south. ; 

10. On the South Coast, slaves are procurable to any amount at the rate of 
16 dollars a head, against from 80 to 170 dollars in the Bights. It is at Loango, 
therefore, that M. Regis had his head-quarters. : 

11. At the head of the Lagoon of Loango is situated the barracoon, a fine 
airy building, capable of vuntaining between 2,000 and 3,000 negroes. Attached to 
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the establishment is a French naval surgeon, and also two launches furnished with 
papers by Commodore Protet. These vessels are employed transporting negres to 
the barracoons, and from thence, when required, to the transports. 

12. The transport “Stella” was visited, on the invitation of a French naval 
officer, by Commander Burgess, who reported that he observed every possible 
comfort and convenience awaiting the reception of her human cargo. The other 
vessels were equally commodious, and not overcrowded, vet the fearful mortality 
on board both the “Stella” and ‘Clara’? exceeded what is generally experienced 
on board the most crowded slavers. [ had an interview this day with the 
Commander of the French war-steamer ‘‘ Dialmath,” who stated that the emigrants 
shipped in the “Stella” had secretly been poisoned by the Portuguese, immediately 
before quitting the barracoon, and to that circumstance the great mortality was 
traced and attributed. It is, however, well known that the mortality among 
negroes, when embarked, even when treated with great care, is excessive. The 
come on board with the seeds of dysentery among them, which is aggravated by 
the change of diet ; disease rapidly spreads, and generally proves fatal to them. 

13. With regard to the question of the emigration being free, of course every 
one is now aware that such a scheme is, strictly speaking, visionary, with the 
exception, perhaps, of the Kroomen, who, from their knowledge of white men, 
believed the specious agreement shown them by the French Agent, and only 
discovered how grievously they had been deceived by finding themselves secured in 
irons, and placed, as is usual with slaves, in the hold of the vessel. Such was 
proved to be the case in the “ Regina Coeli,” in which vessel the marks of the irons 
on the legs of the “ free emigrants” were still ‘visible, in clear evidence against the 
whole system ; but in most cases this subtle distinction between emigration and 
slaving is not made. In the case of the “ Regina Coeli,” the majority of the 
emigrants were brought down in chains from the interior, and shipped as slaves. 
IT was informed at Monrovia that an officer from the war-schooner “ Lark,” 
belonging to the Liberian Government, had released a free emigrant bound by 
ropes to the bottom of a boat of the “ Regina Celi,” to prevent his escaping. 

In fact the Liberian Government had ample proof of the “ Regina Celi” 
being, to all intents and purposes, a slaver, and as such had placed her in Court 
when the “ Renaudin” towed her away. . 

14. On the South Coast the system of free emigration. When these volunteers 
for Guadaloupe, &c., are required, they are cither purchased in the interior and 
marched down to the barracoons at Loango, or are purchased from the negroes 
ready for shipment in the slavers’ barracoons ; when received in the French depét, 
the slaves are given a name, a copper medal is hung round their necks, on which 
this name is engraved, and you are shown a book, where after a long list of 
articles (which you are to suppose the negro understands) you see a few scratches, 
pperting to be the slave’s mark, agreeing to voluntarily proceed to the French 

vest India Islands as a free labourer. To imagine that they have the least compre- 
hension of the contract to which they append their mark is preposterous: to all 
intents and purposes theyare as ignorant i anck things as a pack of monkeys. Do 
all these circumstances render the negro less a slave ? 

15. On visiting the shore, the natives always ask me why the Frenci vessels 
“Clara” and “Stella” have not been captured; they, of course, are aware that 
the legal emigration and the Slave Trade are conducted in a similar manner. 

16. 1 do not for one moment attempt to say but that the system is a vast 
improvement on the Slave Trade. The negroes are well fed and treated; slaver: 
has no horrors for them, as is proved from the fact of their voluntarily selling them- 
selves in the beginning of this year to procure food. 

17. From my own experience of the negroes 'south of the line; I consider them 
a tractable, good-tempered, indolent set of beings: they bear no love for their 
country, and but little for one another. | have had 100 of those people on board 
the“ Vesuvius ” for a month, and after they had divested their mind of the idea that 
they were about to be eaten by us they grew fat and happy, spending their days 
laughing and dancing, and on arrival at Sierra Leone they left the ship with 
extreme reluctance. 

18. The mortality on the passage appears to me the great objection to the 
French system, and that chief evil might be obviated by increased experience of the 
negroes’ habits and diseases. 

19. There is now on board the “ Vesuvius” one of the slaves captured in 
October 1857: he has completely forgotten his own language, speaks .English 
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remarkably well, and the most dreadful threat to hold out to him is that of landing 
him again in his own country; this fact, together with many others I can bring 
forward, will, [ trust, prove to their Lordships how visionary is the French scheme 
of these negroes returning to Africa after a certain period. I cannot believe that 
one emigrant will ever return, except, perhaps, the Kroomen and thosé residing 
north of line, who do possess some little love for their country. 

20. The “Stella” has again made her appearance on the coast, and was off 
Whydah in May last, as usual attended by two war-steamers. Commodore 
Protet was at Aghwey on a special mission to the King of Dahomey, it was 
reported to make arrangements for a supply of emigrants. Lieutenant Vallon, of 
the French war-steamer “ Dialmath,” informed Lieutenant Pike, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Antelope,” that he had been employed on a similar duty, and had offered 
60 dollars a-head for the negroes, half to be in goods; but the King of Dahomey 
refused to receive a less sum than 80 dollars, all in money, stating that he can 
obtain that amount from the slave-dealers. The “ Stella,” therefore, proceeded 
without negroes from the Bights to the South Coast, eae the “ Conflict ” on 
the 6th of June on her way, it is supposed, to the River Congo. 

21. I beg to inclose a report I have received from Commander Aplin confirming 
the above particulars. 

22. I have lately been privately informed that the agents of M. Regis have 
purchased all the slaves in the barracvons on the South Coast. as great difficulty 
was experienced in keeping them, for want of food, and the coast was so strictly 
watched by our cruizers as to render a successful shipment an operation of the 
greatest risk, . 

23. Lieutenant Vallon, of the “ Dialmath,” has just been on board, and con- 
firmed the fact of the slaves being purchased out of the barracoons on the South 
Coast ; he did not trouble himself to call them by any other name but that of slaves, 
acknowledging the difficulty of drawing the distinction between the two systems, 
but stating that France wanted 20,000 more negroes, and must have them; and 
that England and every other country would soon follow her example: he further 
stated that the emigrant vessels were always attended by men-of-war to protect 
them from being interfered with by the cruizers of other nations. 

24. I am now about to proceed to Loango, and shall do myself the honour to 
report whatever further information I am able to collect. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Inclosure in No. 228. 


Commander Aplin to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Hecla,” off Jellacoffe, June 17, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum, dated off the Congo, 6th May, 
1858. 

As yet I have been unable to gather any information respecting the French ship “Orion.” 

When at Whydah, on the 24th ultimo, Commodore Protet returned to his ship from his visit to Abomey. 
On paying my respects to the Commodore, he told me he had visited King Dahomey, to arrange for emigrants ; 
that he had found great difficulty in explaining to the natives the difference between a slave and an emigrant ; 
that what he wanted were emigrants. He had failed in obtaining any, as much as 150 to 170 dollars a head 
being demanded for them. 

Commodore Protet considers the country between Whydah and Abomey a most difficult one to be crossed 
bese Euro force ; in fact, that it presents an effectual barrier against any attack against Abomey from the 

ydah side, of which King Dahomey, an old but very shrewd and intelligent man, seemed to be fully 
aware. 

The Commodore found the power of the King greater, and his subjects far more advanced in civilisation, 
than he had expected. Many of the Dahomian soldiers were comparatively well equipped, had been carefully 
drilled, and showed themselves expert shots ; the “ Amazons” he had seen Sanbered sont 5,000. 

In consequence of the Commodore’s failure, the “Stella” screw barque, French emigrant vessel, which had 
been waiting at Whydah from four to five weeks for emigrants, left the same night without having obtained 
any, and proceeded to the eastward. ‘ 

, have, &c. 


(Signed) E. D’O. D’A. APLIN. 
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No. 229. 
Lieutenant Pike to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Antelope,” River Congo, August 13, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my report to Commodore Wise, of having 
boarded and examined a vessel under the American flag. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. W. PIKE. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 229. 
Lientenant Pike to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, : “ Antelupe,” off Moanda, August 12, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the evening of the 8th instant, a barque was observed running in 
for the River Congo. At daylight of the 9th she was observed at anchor off Moanda, and, no colours being 
hoisted, I sent a single boat to inquire what vessel it was, and I observed that on the boat’s reaching her, she 
hoisted an American ensign, and the ship's name, “ Venus,” at the main. 

Upon this I at once recalled the boat, and having received positive information that a barque under 
American colours, called the ‘ Venus,” was at Havana in April last, preparing to sail for the Congo for slaves, 
with papers that were suspected not to be genuine, I weighed and anchored Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope ” off 
Moanda, and gave orders to Mr. Dennistoun, mate, and Mr. Pengelley, assistant paymaster, to verify her 
nationality as dirested in Section 5 of Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, 

In consequence of their report I gave further directions for an examination of the cargo, and have the 
honour to inclose copies of their reports. 

Having received these reports, I visited the vessel ne and I found that the suspicions of the examining 
officers were well founded. The slave equipments in the hold left no doubt of the vessel’s character and inten- 
tions, but I had no means of reoring Me Blyth’s signature genuine or otherwise. No fault could be found 
with the register, which was genuine, and the only document really necessary to establish nationality ; in the 
absence of an American man-of-war, I had no means of verifying my suspicions of any of the documents he 
produced. 

' The master had no complaint to make; did not want, did not intend to ask for any compensation for 
detention ; und it was very evident that when the vessel was anchored at Punta Lenha, the duty for which he 
was hired, ended. 

Under these circumstances, having remained with the barque for three days, in the hope that the “Marion” 
or some United States’ cruizer would appear off the Congo, I considered that | could not, without altogether 
disobeying the orders and instructions under which I was acting, further interfere with her, and was compelled 
to allow her to enter the Congo ; and I have very great regret in reporting the fuilure of my attempt to 
intercept a barefaced slaver under the protection of the American flag. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. PIKE, 





Inclosure 2 in No, 229. 
Messrs. Dennistoun and Pengelley to Lieutenant Pike. 


Sir, “ Antelope,” off Moanda, Angust 9, 1858. 

WE have the honour to report that, in obedience to your order, we ell examined into the right of the 
barque “ Venus” to the American flag she has hoisted, and beg to report as follows :— 

pers were voluntarily produced by the master, and by them she appears to have been the Mexican 
ue “ Anacleta,” sold at New Orleans to one Buttler, a native of Hamburgh, but a naturalized American, and 
cleared by Buttler from New Orleans for Havana, after being registered there by him, master and owner. At 
Havana she was chartered by Manuel Rues for Punta Lenha, and if ordered, to go to Annobon, and at the end 
of the charter-party is a receipt for 6,000 dollars for the outward run. At Havana Buttler left the ship, and 
Otteson became the master, but his name does not appear on the articles. There is a certificate of the change 
of masters, but not on the register, and we suspect the signature of the United States’ Consul-General to be 
forged. By the certificate it appears that Otteson was master on the 6th of April, but the clearance out of 
Havana isin the name of Buttler, master; which name has been subsequently altered into Otteson, and in 
several other places in her papers the name Buttler is altered into Otteson. 

Her crew consists of the person representing himself as master, a mate, three Americans, two Spani 
anda Frenchman. Besides these there are on board ten Spaniards, four in the cabin, evidently the real officers 
and supercargo of the vessel, and six forward passengers, who, though dressed up, are, there is no doubt, the 
Spanish portion of the crew. . 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) R. P. DENNISTOUN, Mate. 
HENRY PENGELLEY, Assistant Paymaster. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 229. 
Messrs. Dennistoun and Pengelley to Lieutenant Pike. 


Sir, “3 “ Antelope,” off Mvanda, August 10, 1858. 

WE, the Undersigned, have the honour to report that, in obedience to your written order, we proceeded to 
an, examination of the cargo of the barque “ Venus,” with American colours Loisted, and to which proceeding the 
master made no objection. i 

On opening the main hatchway (a very large one) two immense casks appeared in the square. On openi 
them they were found to contain each a slave-copper complete, one new, one that had been used before. "- 
case, which the master asserted to contain sugar, was found to contain the slave-tins. 

She has about 100 large water-casks (of 160 gallons each), most of them empty, but no doubt intended for 
her supply of water. We also found two small casks of long nails, for securing the slave-deck when laid ; swabs 
and brooms for cleaning it, and empty barrels to be converted into soil-tubs. She has a considerable number of 
sacks of rice, a great quantity of jerked beef, calavances, and farinha ; in fact, with the exception of the plank, 
which we suppose to be stowed out of sight or headed up in casks, she has a complete equipment for carrying a 
cargo of slaves. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) R. P. DENNISTOUN, Mate. 
HENRY PENGELLEY, Assistant Paymaster. 





No. 230. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


; “ Vesuvius,”’ Cabinda, August 6, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. the following report on the progress made 
towards the suppression of the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, between 
the date of my arrival on the station in July 1857, and the 30th of June, 1858, 
together with remarks and suggestions which | beg respectfully to offer, concerning 
the means required to be put in force if the system of checking the Slave Trade by 
coercion is still to be pursued. 

2. In order that the information I have collected may be detailed as clearly as 
possible, I have divided my Report into the following heads :— 

(1.) The present mode of conducting the Slave ‘l'rade. 

(2.) The successes of the slave-dealers.in 1857 and to June 1858. 

(3.) The state of the Slave Trade in the North-Coast, Bights, and South 
Divisions of the station. 

(4.) Suggestions and remarks for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

3. Under the first head, ‘‘ the present mode of conducting the Slave Trade, 
I will beg to revert to my former letter on the same subject, dated the 2nd 
of November, 1857; I then mentioned the new and formidable mode of conducting 
the Slave Trade by Joint-Stock Companies, designated “ Expeditions to Africa,” 
principally formed by some of the most respectable firms in the Havana, and also 
at New York, Boston, and New Orleans. So public are these transactions, that in 
the Havana, I am informed, the shares of a slave-trading company have been 

uoted on the Exchange at 1,000 dollars each. Money to the amount of many 
thousand pounds is thus amassed, and there ends the share the merchants have in 
the transaction, with the exception of receiving the ultimate proceeds of the 
expedition. 

4. The capital of the number of shareholders who form a Company is placed 
in the hands of an agent, one of the principal of whom are Messrs. Goldenshaw and 
Tropard, of Water-street, New Orleans. The agent procures naturalized citizens 
to act as captains of the intended slavers; they are furnished with money to procure 
vessels, and procure a crew, generally composed of foreigners who, from their long 
residence in the United States, have acquired all the appearance and manners of 
Americans.. These people are furnished with American protections, purchased 
from men really Americans, their protections are shown with the ship’s papers at 
the Custom-house, and the vessel is cleared as bond fide American, generally 
proceeding to the Havana, where the water, slave-coppers, and planks for slave- 
deck are received on board, and, in many cases, a cargo of rum and muskets. 

5. The registry and other official papers are procured by fraud, and in a 
manner I have not clearly ascertained. On this subject, the master of the schooner 
as — Scott,” captured by the “'Teazer” last May, stated that, at a he 
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paid 500 dollars for his clearance, and that 1,000 dollars was the price generally 
paid for a complete set of American protections and papers. So well are these 
documents got up, that they have, on several occasions, deceived officers of United 
States’ cruizers. For instance, the “ Windward” brigantine, of New Orleans, was 
boarded by the boats of the United States’ corvette “Dale;” her papers were 

ronounced correct, and the vessel stated to be an honest trader; yet, twelve sb 
ater, the “‘ Alecto” captured the “ Windward” with 603 slaves on board. The 
master destroyed his flag and papers, stating that they were fraudulently procured, 
and the crew was found to be composed of foreigners, who might readily be 
mistaken for Americans from the fact of their assuming the peculiar Yankee accent 
and choice mode of expression. 

6. When the vessels are boarded by Her Majesty’s cruizers, irregularities are 
generally observed in the papers produced. The registry, in many instances, is 

iscovered to be made out in the name of former captains and owners: the et 3 is 
found to be cleared for some other place than where she is found ; and, altogether, 
there are strong reasons to believe that the vessel is not entitled to any nationality. 
On threatening to conduct such suspicious vessels to an American man-of-war, in 
order that the right to hoist the United States’ flag may be ascertained, the flag 
and papers are invariably destroyed by the master. In many late cases, these 
vessels have two crews: one apparently American; the others are designated 
passengers. I find that, in several instances, vessels leave the United States for 
the Havana with correct American papers; that, at the Havana, they receive these 
Spanish passengers; and that, ultimately, immediately before shipping, the 
Spaniards take charge of the slaver, still hoisting the United States’ flag. Arrange- 
ments are made for the reception of the American crew in a legal trader, or ina 
vessel conniving at the Traffic without being actually engaged in it, such as the 
“Charlotte,” of New York, a brig that arrived on the South Coast in April 1858. 
She conveyed a large cargo of rum, cloth, and muskets, which was landed for the 
purchase of slaves, and also |,400/. in money. 

7. Slavers generally convey cargors of rum, muskets, and other articles 
employed in the African trade. The chief object sought in so doing, is to lull 
suspicion, and pretend to be engaged in legal traffic. These articles are readily 
disposed of in exchange for slaves, frequently in preference to money. 

8. It thus appears that the intention of the slave-dealers is to deceive Her 
Majesty’s cruizers by pretending to be bond fide American vessels, and to escape 
the penalties of the American laws by having no native-born American on board ; 
and at the same time have a crew and papers that, in most cases, will bear the 
cursory inspection to which they are subjected by American officers. 

9. Vessels proceeding to the Bights Division for slaves are generally consigned 
to one or other of the veteran slave-dealers formerly engaged in the Brazilian trade ; 
on the South Coast they are consigned in a similar manner; but in the latter 
division some twelve or fourteen Portuguese and American agents are stationed in 
charge of the many barracoons: their duty consists in purchasing slaves, and watching 
the proceedings of our cruizers; the money and goods for the purchase of slaves is 
generally sent out to the agents in vessels not liable to capture, such as the 
“Charlotte ” befewsineniicent The agents on the South Coast use every exertion 
to put our cruizers on the wrong track; the position or change of each vessel is 
telegraphed along the coast, and in the neighbourhood of cruizers fires are 
invariably lit upon the shore, the smoke of which, as a warning of danger, is 
observable about fourteen miles at sea. If the coast is clear, the vessel runs in and 
lands her supercargo, immediately proceeding to sea to cruize well off the land, and 
returning to ship some twenty days after arrival: on standing-in, the fires on shore 
generally prove a warning, but in most instances slaves have been captured, either 
on first making the land, or when on the point of shipping. 

10. Having pointed out the fraudulent manner in whieh the United States” 
flag is assumed, and the judicious arrangements the slave-traders have made for 
eluding capture by British or American cruizers, | have now the honour to point 
out the success of their undertaking in 1857, and to June of the present year. | 

11. Under this head, it must be borne in mind that joint-stock speculations for 
engaging in the Slave Trade can never experience a loss. The greater the number: 
of vessels dispatched for slaves, the greater the chance of success; for if two vessels 
out of twelve escape with slaves, the proceeds will pay the expenses of the 
remaining ten, and still leave an immense profit. For instance— 
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s. d. 

The purchase of twelve vessels, fitting out ditto with provisions, &c., would 
amount to about “> . se = oe sie 6,000 0 0 
Misceilaneous expenses .. ax As as is .- 10,000 0 0 
Purchase of two cargoes of slaves, at 4/. each, South Coast “s wa 4,800 0 O 
Total outlay .. ste me -. £50,800 0 
Sale of two cargoes of slaves, 1,200 at 200. a-head .. as +. 240,000 0 OU 
Deduct outlay .. sie aie oa oe ‘ 50.800 0 0 
Clear profit .. sie aie .. £189,200 0 0 


12. It thus appears that if two vessels out of twelve belonging to a Company 
. escape with cargoes of 600 each; the profit realized will amount to about 189,200/. ; 
and of course it is self-evident that, except every vessel was captured, there will be 
no ultimate probability of such profitable speculations being given up. 

13. By the inclosed Return, their Lordships will observe that, in the year 1857, 
information was received of 31 vessels having proceeded to the West Coast of 
Africa for slaves; that these vessels were capable of conveying 19,200 negroes, and 
that of the number, 19 only were captured, while 11, or more than one-third, escaped 
with 7,400 slaves, The profit of the slave-trading Companies in 1857 must have 
been immense, | should consider quite 1,400 per cent. One Company at Hayana, 
of which a person called Drinkwater is the principal, dispatched, to our certain 
knowledge, the following vessels to the coast in 1857, viz., the “ Crimea,” “ Tele- 
graph,” “ Frank,” and “ Niagara;” the three former escaped from the South Coast 
with full cargoes of from. 600 to 700 slaves, and the latter only was captured. The 
“Telegraph,” so soon as she landed her cargo in Cuba, returned to the South Coast, 
and has a second time escaped with a full cargo. From the success of these 
vessels, each shareholder in Drinkwater’s Company must have realized a princely 
fortune. 

14. In the return of slavers captured and escaped in 1857, a vessel called the 
“‘ Minnetoni-a’’ has been omitted ; her cargo of 900 slaves having been conveyed 
from the East Coast of Africa to Cuba in the end of that year. 

15. J also inclose a return of the particulars of vessels captured and escaped 
between the Ist of January and the 30th of June of this year. I regret to state 
that the attempts of the trans-Atlantic slave-dealers have been quite as successful 
this year as in 1857. Our cruizers have made nine captures up to the 30th of 
June, and four slavers are reported to have escaped from the South Coast with full 
cargoes, amounting to about 2,700 slaves. 

16. The correctness of the accompanying returns, with regard to the number 
of vessels shown to have escaped, I cannot vouch for, as it is well known that 
several vessels leave the coast annually which are never fallen in with or heard of 
by British cruizers. 

17. The strictest and most vigilant system of cruizing has been followed for 
the past twelve months. Boats are constantly detached, and every exertion has 
been made to suppress the traffic, but without avail. The most undoubted slavers, 
under American colours, have been visited and left unmolested by Her Majesty’s 
officers, who have only acted in strict adherence to their instructions. 

18. With regard to the third head of this letter, “the state of the Slave Trade 
in the three divisions,” I regret to state that the spirit of slave-trading has been 
aroused in the minds of the natives from north to south. 

19. In the North Division a large number of slaves are reported to be in 
readiness for export, both at Pongas and Gallinas; at the latter place the whole 
neighbourhood is in a state of war, slave-hunts have lately been of daily occurrence, 
villages and towns are said to be deserted, in many instances the natives leaving 
their property and cattle behind them, to escape the rapacious hands of Prince 
Mannah and Salt Fish. The cause of this state of affairs is chiefly the French 
emigration system ; the slaves for the “‘ Regina Coli” were again made slaves on 
swimming to the shore. 

20. A number of Spaniards have re-opened the Slave Trade at the Gallinas, 
where they have erected two large houses, in which they are stowing the unhapp 
natives, until a sufficient number are collected for transportation in two vessels 
which are shortly expected to take them away. 

21. 1 am about to dispatch a vessel to the Gallinas, ¢o call upon the Princes 
and Chiefs to comply with the Articles of their Treaty engagements with England, 
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and to point out to them the punishment they will receive if they re-open the Slave 
Trade in their territory. I shall also cause the Gallinas coast to be strictly watched. 
Commander Close, of the “Trident,” has been ordered to investigate the reported 
Slave Traffic in the Pongas. . 

22. In the Bights Division, in 1857, slave-trading was commenced with consi- 
derable vigour, but with little success; every vessel, with the exception of the 
‘James Buchanan” (which escaped with 600), was captured, some in the act of 
shipping, and others with a portion of their cargo on board. A fine American 
schooner, called the “ Hanover,” arrived in December 1857, with the intention of 
obtaining negroes; and, in order to elude suspicion, commenced receiving a cargo 
of palm oils: her ultimate intentions were well known, and it was discovered that 
80 slaves were collected at Adaffie for shipment. Commander Aplin, of the 
“Hecla,” landed, and ascertained that the slaves had been removed to Porto Seguro 
and Aghwey. So strict a watch was kept on the “ Hanover,” that the attempt to 
ship slaves was given up in despair, and she left the Bights, in March last, with a 
small cargo of palm oil. 

The next attempt was made by the American schooner “ Lydia Gibbs ;” she 
was captured by the * Trident” on the 29th May, 1858, positive information of her 
intentions having been received from the shore at Aghwey, where she had just 
landed 25,000 dollars to purchase slaves. 

23. Slave-hunts by the people of the King of Dahomey against the inhabitants 
of Abbeokuta, and vice versd, have of late been common occurrences. Large 
numbers of slaves are ready for shipment at Whydah and other places. The King 
of Dahomey demands from 60 to 170 dollars each for his slaves; the consequence is, 
the majority of the slavers proceed to the head-quarters of the Slave ‘Trade, the 
South Coast. 

24. It is satisfactory to know that the legal trade in the Bights is not at 
present much affected by slaving transactions. A very good palm-oil season is 
expected ; trade in cotton is very brisk ; and the exports from the Lights of Benin 
in 1857 showed an increase, since 1856, of 200,372/.; the value of exports in 1856 
being 812,328/., and in 1857, 1,062,700/. 

25. In the South Coast Division slave-trading flourishes to a formidable extent ; 
legal traffic is almost completely suppressed ; all the slavers which escaped in 1857, 
and to June of the present year, were, with one exception, from the South Coast 
Division. 

The barracoons at Mazumba, Killongo, Killoo river, Black Point, Louiza, 
Loango, Londono, Malemba, Cabinda, Monuda, Punta da Lenha, and Snake’s 
Head, have each, at different times, been full of slaves. 

26. Within the last month numbers of slaves at Cabinda, and various other 
barracoons, have been purchased by the French, and converted into free emigrants by 
placing a copper medal round their necks, and some other process equally simple. 

27. The great slave-mart exists at Embomma, situated fifty miles up the 
Congo, in the confluence of the Rivers Quango and Kasai. As many as 300 
slaves a-day have been lately purchased by Portuguese agents for foreign exporta- 
tion: the highest price is only 16 dollars a-head, against 170 dollars in the Bights. 
Cloth, rum, and other goods, are gladly taken in change for slaves. y 

28. The slaves procured at Embomma are brought down the river in canoes, 
and are said to be conveyed by creeks to Monuda ; from thence marched to the various 
barracoons, where, in many late instances, many hundreds have died of starvation. 

29. The chief Europeans engaged in the Slave Trade on the South Coast are 
the following, who reside at Punta da Lenha in the Congo :—Senhor G. José da 
Silva, Senhor Limina, Senhor Pamplona, Senhor Carvallo. These people are chiefly 
Portuguese Brazilians, and must have amassed ‘immense fortunes, especially the 
noted slave-dealer Senhor G. de J. da Silva, to whom the barracoons at Snakes’ 
Head belong. Senhor Antonio José Fernandez is reported to be an agent of a 
Slaving Company in the Havana; he possesses two pilot-boats, furnished with 
Portuguese colours and paper, called the “ Rival” and “ Triompho:” they are said 
to be employed to communicate with the slavers in the offing. 

30. Having mentioned the successful operations of the slave-dealers, and the 
spirit of slave-dealing which has been aroused in the minds of the natives, I now 
beg to offer a few remarks with regard to the fourth head of my Report, viz., 
“suggestions and remarks on the suppression of Slave Trade.” 

31. In the first place I must state that the Slave Trade is entirely conducted 
under the American flag, and that there is every probability of French colours and 
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papers being also employed, as one or two highly suspicious American-built and 
rigged vessels have lately arrived on the coast flying the flag of France. As the 
flags of the two countries with whom we have no Treaty engagements are the only 
colours prostituted for the furtherance of the Slave ‘Trade, it necessarily follows 
that if the right to verify the flag of France or the United States is denied us, we 
may give up all idea of suppressing the Slave Trade by coercion, a system which, 
since the American flag has been used by slave-traders, has most signally failed. 

32. The only remaining course would be, for all nations to enter into the same 
scheme as the French, namely, the procuring of free emigrants to supersede illegal 
Slave Trade. As far as England is concerned, | consider that we would have little 
difficulty in obtaining African labourers who would enter on their engagements 
with a perfect reliance on our good faith. Gther countries, there is little doubt, 
would follow the example of the French, and purchase slaves, to be afterwards 
liberated and sent to their colonies. This system would create misery in that 
portion of Africa situated north of the line, as the slaves would be procured by 
wars and slave-hunts; but no such ill effects need be anticipated on the south 
coast: there the slaves are not prisoners of war, but are born in servitude, the 
property of the principal chiefs and people—the slaves in many parts much 
exceeding in number the free inhabitants, and throughout the country there is 
also a superfluous popylation, which fully provides for the drain occasioned by 
exporting slaves. 

33. The French emigration system, though only an improved system of Slave 
Trade, is totally devoid of any horrors so long as it is confined to the South Coast. 
The natives are taken away from starvation and wretchedness, placed in fine airy 
barracoons and ships, and invariably well treated, on account of their good temper 
and docility removing all necessity for restraint: that slavery has no horrors for 
them has been proved in many late instances. 

It is quite possible to obtain unlimited numbers of young, stout negroes, 
unencumbered with wives and children, who leave their country without reluctance. 
In fine, from my experience of the South Coast negroes, I believe that civilization has 
not made the slightest advancement among them; while, in the Bights, and generally 
north of the line, civilization and commerce is on a gradual and satisfactory 
increase. 

34. On the other hand, if the system of suppressing the Slave Trade by coer- 
cion is still to be pursued, and if we are permitted by the Governments of France 
and America to visit their vessels with the view of verifying the flag, it may yet 
be possible to check, and eventually suppress, the Slave Trade, but only under the 
following engagements, viz.:—That, in the event of a British man-of-war falling in 
with a vessel under French or American colours, and engaged in the Slave Trade, 
our officers, in such a case, may be authorized to convey the said vessel to a French 
or American cruizer, as the case may be, to be dealt with as laid down in the laws 
forbideing slaving by the subjects of the two countries. 

35. If this permission is granted us, hopes may be again entertained for 
suppressing the Traffic in Negroes. 

36. A great blow might be struck at the Slave Trade, at its very fountain- 
head, even at present. I allude to the claim made by the Portuguese Government 
to that portion of the South Coast situated between 5° 12’ and 8° south latitude. It 
contains 168 miles of sea-coast, the heart of the Slave Trade: Punta da Lenha, the 
great slave-mart Embomma, the River Congo, and the shipping-stations of Snake’s 
Head, south of the Congo, Red Point, Cabinda, Malemba, and Londono, north of 
that river. 

37. Her Majesty’s Government will not acknowledge the right of Portugal to 
to this territory ; yet its occupation would be followed by the following beneficial 
results :— 

(1.) The shutting out of the River Congo to all but legal traders; one of the 
greatest blows that could be given to the Slave Trade. 

(2.) The interception of slaves descending the Congo in canoes from the 
Embomma market to the sea. 

(3.) The occupation of 168 miles of coast, and the consequent destruction of 
some twelve or fourteen barracoons, and the release of some hundreds of slaves. 

(4.) Holding the Portuguese responsible for all shipments made within the 
limits of their territory. 

38. It is to be borne in mind that Portuguese occupation has been the means 
of annihilating the Slave Trade in the territory they at present occupy. On the 
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West Coast there have been some solitary attempts at its revival, but with small 
success. 

39. Ambriz, a few years back, was as great a slavers’ den as Punta da Lenha 
is now; yet I believe the former town, now, to be less engaged in the Slave Trade 
than our own possession, Sierra Leone. 

40. It is true that Portuguese occupation is unfavourable to our trade, but 
they will monopolize under any circumstances, as, although we prevent the exten- 
sion of their possessions north of the River Loge on the seaboard, yet they are 
settled far beyond that limit inland, and cut off our supplies, and prevent the 
articles of export reaching the English depéts on the South Coast, except in small 
quantities. 

45. I would seupectially point out to their Lordships how useful it would be to 
Her Majesty’s officers on this station if a more expeditious mode of forwarding 
information regarding the movements of vessels fitting out for the Slave Trade was 

ursued ; for instance, if Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge at 
avana, could transmit his intelligence a little earlier than he does at present. 
The information, now, generally arrives after the capture has been made. 

46. Her Majesty’s Consuls at New York, New Orleans, and Boston, have it in 
their power, also, to forward most useful information regarding vessels purchased 
by agents for the Slave Trade, as these transactions are not kept secret. 

+ have also to suggest the expediency of Her Majesty's cruizers being furnished, 
if possible, with copies of the American Mercantile Navy List: it wagti prove an 
assistance to distinguish legal traders from vessels hoisting the United States’ flag 
without any right to the same. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 230. 


Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, on the West Coast of Africa, which have either been Captured or Escaped, during 
the year 1857. 
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The undermenticned seven ships have been reported to Lord Clarendon, on May 6, 1857, by Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul at Havana, 
as having left that place for the coast of Africa, to obtain slaves, without any papers of nationality whatever on board. 








American®.) 118 | A Company in Ha- | Havana. Cleared for | In Bights ... 
vana Monrovia = 


Ditto* 
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| 100 
| 331 
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Coast 
«| Ditto. Cleared for | Unknown ... 


| Havana. Cleared for | South Coast . 
Boston 


...] Captured 
shipping 


..| Havana v= Im Bighte at Porc. | Cuptured ... 
| Ditto... ++] Between Loangoand | Ditto 


Killongo, South 


Buenos Ayres i 
vase] Black Point, South | Captured ... 
Coast 


| Escaped ... 


* Colours and papers destroyed by master. 


while | $20; could convey 
400 


«| 191; could cont 
400 wy 

«| Was to have re- 
ceived 800 


«| Stated to be 900 . 


«| Was to have re- 
ceived 800 


«| About 600 . 


nee ee Captured by “ Teaser,” in July, 1857 ; chased whilst shipping. 


slaves 

Ditto... ++| Captured by “Antelope,” September 3, 1857; chased whilst 
Slave-deck, * Aleeto,” October 26, 1857, when om the of 

dec Captured by om the point 
Unknown ., | . 
pasion ts Wen Geet ohn 

Slave-deck, vessel was run on shore, and deserted when 
provisions, BS. chase by te bai of tier Majetys ship" Ales” on. he 
here wo anes tow mee 
Ditto... Escaped in August 1857. 
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Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, &c.—continued. 














ees ise Supposed Owners. 
Lewis McLane... Compan; for Expedition 
‘Name unknown re 
Charles on ++.| Ditto a 
Splendid a a 
holder, — gah 
Wm. Clark Fag 
.| Com 
‘m. pages! Expedit 
Namey soe ous) Ditto uae 
Conchita ... ...| Dou Domingo Mustich, 
at Aghwey 
Antonio owe .| Not known ibe 
Name unknown . Ee to belong to 
Tein Expedi- 
Ditto ... - - oe on 
Bremen «= a} Ditto o e 4 
Jas, Buchanan | Ditto ane . 
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Where belonging. 


A Company in Ha- 
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New Orleans 


Ditto... we 
Supposed of Havana 
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Ditto... ... 
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Thomas, for water 
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.| New Orleans, Sold 


* that lace, to 
na for Ex- 
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.| Havana, direct to 
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Killongo, South 
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| Neightourhood of 
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«| In the Congo Pr 
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Supposed at Aghwey 
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.| Snake's Head, South 
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‘Coast 
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.| Ditto 


.| Ditto 
+=+| Ditto 


Ditto 


Captured 


Ditto 
Ditte 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


* Colours and papers destroyed by master. 
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.| Was to have re- 


| 700. 


.| None; could con- 
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.| Was to have re- 
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Was to have re- 


ceived 600 


i ae 
About 1,000 


ceived 800 
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Slave-deck, coppers, 
Provisions, 


Slave-deck. coppers, 
and provisions 


Ditto... 
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Slaves, slave-deck, 
water, and provi- 
sions 

Rum, sugar, 
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Captured on September 15, hy Her Majesty's ship « Alecto,” with 
slave-deck laid, when about to ship 600 slaves. Papers and 
flag destroyed by the master. This vessel was boarded 
boatsof the “ Vesuvius” and “Scourge,” off Punta da. 
the Congo. Papers apparently correct. 


in 


our cruizers, 
Setacemt ema uae 


.| captured by * — September 1857. 
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she was a slaver. 
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Captured by the“ Firefly,” on account of her having rice, farinha, 
er “Tat pink for slave-leck on board, contrary to the 
vreaty wit 
The spain of posed iis vessel Lint eso crew re saceeuneane ae: 
a6 
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iby bynes Majety’s ship © Miri with alave-deck 
|. Flag and papers destroyed by master, 


Ditto. ; 
‘This vessel left New York for Havana, with an American captain 


and correct. papers. Un arrival at Havana a 
himself William spennce, x waturalised took 
master, and the American crew were chi for foreigners; 


and the ship left Havana in August, with eve bo gree on 
board for the Slave Trade, She arrived on tecont Ps 





ber 29, and was captured by the “Vesuvius,” 9. 
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Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, &c.—continued. 









































° What : 
D Name of the . “al. el was Place where Slaves Escaped Nature of Car; 
a Supposed Owners. Where belonging, Last from, were to or of Slaves on aed ad Remarks. 
> Vessel. Rig. Colours. Hy have been shipped Captured. board. | bs 
| = | | 
f | & | | | 
——- =_ | | —_— = 
W.G. Lewis... ...| At New York Barque American ..| 300 } New York wa) New York | Captured; sutse- | None | General slave-cargo | Captured hy boats of United States’ corvette “ Dale,” at Punta da 
| j | quently released Lenha, on November 14; she was dispatched to Norfolk, on 
account of her irregular popers, and having a large quantity 
| | of casks and shooks on board; subsequently released by 
j | American Governnicnt, The * W.G. Lewis” was an undoubted 
| | | | slaver. 
Windward .., Company for Expedition | Brigantine .| Ditto* 177 | Ditto Havana ~+| Shipped 16 miles up | Captured ... 603 Fittings for slaves ... Captured by Her Majesty’s ship “Alecto,” after a chase of 24 
to Africa, at New York the Congo | hours (November 4th). 149 slaves died. 
Telegraph Dittot 2... | Ditto ...| Ditto 190 | Havana, purchased | Ditto ., Ditto Escaped .. 600 Nitto... Boarded by boats of “Ieeate,” at Punta da Lenba, December 5, 
in United States } am ‘apers apparently regular; a few days later escaped 
rom the river, 
Niagara Dittot | Schooner ,..' Ditto* 180 | Ditto .| Ditto Black Point, South | Captured .. Was to have re- | Fittings for slaves, | Captured by Her Majesty’s ship “Hecate,” December 6, 1857, 
Rae > |_C st ; ceived 600 and rum, &e. ‘without papers or colours, when abbot to receive 600 slaves. 
Frank ... -», DittoF | Brig...) Ditto 200 | Ditto Ditto South Coast, place | Eseaped About 60 .| Fittings for slaves ..,| Not fallen in with by any of our cruizers, Information received 
| uncertain | | from master of “ Niagara.” 
| | 
| | | | 
| 
1 | | | | 
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Total number of Vessels supposed to have come for Slaves to West Coast of Africa in 1 


+ Belong to one Company; principal shareholder, — Drinkwater, at Havana. 


Captured in the year 1857, including the “W. G. Lewis,” subsequently released 


“ Vesuvius,” Cabinda, August 6, 1858. 
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WISE, Commodore and Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 
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the truth of the reported slave-trading at the Gallinas. He states that Prince 

Manna and Salt Fish were collecting slaves, and engaged in slave hunts; the 

escaped emigrants from the ‘‘ Regina Coli” were confined in barracoons, and 

Prince Manna had received a letter to say that ships were coming to the Gallinas, 

and to have slaves ready forthem. The natives had deserted their villages, and 

_ their goods and cattle behind them, to escape the slave-hunts of Prince 
anna. 

Under the above circumstances, I have considered it my duty to forward orders 
to Commander Hunt to call upon Prince Manna and the Chiefs of Gallinas to 
comply with the Articles of their Treaty Engagements with England, forbidding 
the exportation of slaves from their territory, and to point out to them the punish- 
ment they will receive by any — of their Agreements. On receiving Com- 
mander Hunt’s report of his proceedings in this matter, I shall be able to state what 
course | intend towards the punishment of these people. 

Lieutenant Chapman has discovered an abundant mpply of water from a 
running stream at the north-west side of Jamara Island, Isles de Los; the 
anchorage is good, and ships can complete in a short space of time. Whilst at that 
anchorage, Lieutenant Chapman received information that slaves were constantly 
conveyed during the rainy season from the neighbourhood of Sallahtook Point to 
the River Pongas, and that-a vessel was expected there early to ship them. 

In consequence of this information, the “Spitfire” proceeded to the sand-bar 
entrance of the Pongas on the evening of the 8th of June, and anchored there the 
next morning, and sent a paddle-box boat and gig, in charge of Mr. Long, second 
master, to examine the creeks ; they returned the following day, having found that 
slaves were collected there, but that no vessel was expected to take them away 
before the end of July. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson, on landing at Moanda Bay, found two large launches 
and whale-boats under repair; also a large lagoon, only separated from the sea by 
a sandy beach, in some places sixty yards wide; a communication is supposed to 
exist between the lagoon and Pirates’ Creek. A large new launch, about thirty 
tons, had been brought down from the lagoon for launching, an operation effected 
by cutting a canal through the strip of land into the sea 

Two years ago, it is said, a schooner of ninety tors was built and launched in 
this manner, and escaped from the Congo full of slaves. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson visited Senhor J. da Silva, living at Moanda: he is the 
head man of the place, and his occupation consists in providing slave-holders and 
barracoons along the coast with provisions; he owns six large launches, employed 
on this service, and several other merchants residing there are similarly employed. 

Senhor Silva is well known to he engaged in the Slave Trade; the Jatest 
vessels consigned to this person are the “General Scott” and “ St. Andrew,” and I 
imagine that he is chiefly employed purchasing slaves at the Embomma market, with 
the rum all these slavers convey. 





No. 232. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
| 


(Extract.) ” August 12, 1858. 

COMMANDER HUNT, of the “ Alecto,” in continuation of his proceedings. 
detailed in paragraph 17 of my letter of the 4th of July, reports that, on the 7th of 
May, he left Sierra Leone, and proceeded to the northward, and, on the evening of 
the 8th, boarded the brig “ Caroline,” under American colours. 

The circumstances attending the boarding, and subsequent detention and 
release, of that vessel, are fully detailed in the report from Commander Hunt, a 
copy of which has been forwarded tothe Admiralty. 1 much regret that Commander 
Hunt’ should have been led into such an error as to tow an American vessel to- 
Sierra Leone, solely to assure himself of her nationality, although there were strong 
reasons to believe that she was engaged in the Slave 'I'rade. 

You will observe that the master of the “Caroline” has dropped all proceed- 
ings relative to the seizure of his vessel, as she had sustained no injury by her 
detention, and I trust no more will be heard of the transaction. 

I fear that such occurrences are always liable to take place so long as‘ the 
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American flag is prostituted as it is at present; at the same time, our friendly 
relations with the United States may be at any time imperilled. 

Without some new arrangement for boarding United States’ vessels, Slave 
Trade will thrive, and all our efforts to suppress it prove futile. Even legal traders 
connive at the Slave Trade, by continually endeavouring to entrap our officers into 
some act which may tend to place them in an awkward position. 

If an United States’ vessel is sighted at sea on this station, in mo.t cases her’ 
first proceeding is to alter course, and go through all the manceuvres of a slaver 
endeavouring to escape, not heaving-to, or showing her colours, till chased for 
many miles, at a large expense of fuel, and until well within the range of our guns. 
I have been treated in this manner on several occasions by legal American traders. 
In my report on the Slave Trade, I have made the only suggestion that occurs to 
me as being likely to obviate the great evils I have just mentioned. 

The following is an extract from Commander Hunt’s letter, which Jeads me to, 
believe that the French flag is about to be prostituted for the furtherance of the 
Slave Trade :— 

“ Having information of a suspicious brig in the neighourhood of Cape Verga, 
stood in for the Cape, and anchored off there in nine fathoms ihe same evening; 
and on the morning of the 25th, sent pinnace and cutter, in, charge of Lieutenant 
Walker, to look for her, proceeding myself to sea under steam, lowest grade. 

P.M.. proceeded towards the Nunez; and at 6 p.m. stopped, lowered a boat, 
and went myself, with an officer who spoke French, alongside the French barque 
‘La Bayadére,’ bound to the Nunez in ballast. No person went on board of her, 
nor was the vessel hove-to, neither were her papers demanded. ' 

“The barque is evidently an American vessel in all her equipments except her 
jib, and apparently had a white eagle for a figure-head ; looks new; says he is 
287 tons, looks nearer 400. She was too light to have either water, provisions, or 
other stores on board; but the fact of so large a vessel going empty to the Nunez 
for a cargo, when our small traders seldom get a full cargo there, creates a suspicion 
in my mind that the ownership of her is likely to be transferred before long. Her 
crew were blacks, I suppose entitled to call themselves French subjects from Goree ; 
and one person, apparently doing duty as mate, is much uke an American. The 
person who represented himself as captain was a respectable-looking Frenchman.” 


No, 233. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “‘ Vesuvius,” off Loango, August 20, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I sent the cutter and whaler of this ship to 
cruize between Malemba and Loango, on the 13th of August, in charge of Lieu- 
tenant Hand, and Mr. Douthwaite, gunner, proceeding in the ‘‘ Vesuvius ” off Killoo 
and Killongo. On the evening of the 17th August I fell in, and communicated, 
with Her Majesty’s brig ‘ Heron.” Commander Truscott informed me that he had 
heard, from the master of an American whaler at anchor off Mayumba, that a 
brigantine, under American colours, called the ‘‘ Ellen,” of New York, had been off 
ems received on board some water, and proceeded southward to ship a cargo 
of slaves. 

On the afternoon of the 19th I was off Loango, and saw an American brigantine, 
and the “ Heron,” at anchor in the roadstead. 
I got up steam, and stood for the anchorage; and, before getting in, was rejoined 
by my boats, when I received the inclosed report from Lieutenant Hand. 
On anchoring, Commander Truscott came on board, and informed me that he 
had taken charge of the American brigantine, believing her register and other 
apers to be forged, and that the vessel had assumed the American flag fraudu- 
fates I then went on board the “ Ellen,’ and, in company with Commander 
Truscott, inspected her papers, finding the following Sis, Gerbina sh viz. :— 
he stamp on the registry was pasted on, instead of being embossed into the 
paper; his bill of lading ordered him to land his cargo at St. Thomas, but the 
declaration was neither signed by the master nor by the Collector of Customs; the 
cargo consisted of rice. dried fish, meal, jerked beef, &c.; fifty water-casks, filled, 


and a slave-deck partly laid, and planking enough to complete the rest; a quantity of © 


small tubs used for feeding slaves; in fact, in every way fitted to carry a cargo of 


U 


bea 
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slaves, excepting the coppers, which, no doubt, were in some of the packages. (I 
regret to say Commander Truscott had lifted the hatches before I entered the port.) 
The owner of this vessel was on board, an Italian by birth, but a naturalized 
American, and produced a paper stating him to beso. There was also a Portu- 
uese on board, who owned the bulk of the cargo, and said he had a factory at 
lack Point, or the neighbourhood, and was going to land his cargo to feed his 
slaves, and the plank was to build a house. The master was an American, and 
appeared a perfect tool in the hands of the owner. The crew was composed of 
Portuguese, Greeks, and Italians; they spoke broken English, but few of them 
could answer to their names on the crew-list. 

The owner and master insisted that their papers were correct, and begged to 
be taken before a man-of-war to prove them, or to be sent back to New York, 
neither of which I was in a position to do. 

On the 20th, early in the forenoon, I again went on board, and as both master 
and owner persisted in stating that their papers were correct, | advised Commander 
Truscott to give up this vessel, on an understanding that he was to go to 
St. Thomas,’ as directed by her bill of lading, which both owner and master 
willingly consented to do. 

hey complained to me of Commander Truscott having opened their hatches, 
but made no other complaint, nor any protest. 

] am of a decided opinion that the “ Ellen” is a slaver; in fact, by an extract 
from Lord Napier’s despatch, relative to vessels engaged in the Slave ‘Trade, taken 
from Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper. dated the 18th of August, 1858, she is stated to 
be so: that question is without a doubt ; but being unable to ascertain whether her 
registry was correct, | considered that, according to law, the most prudent course 
was to cause her to be released. 





I have, &ce. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
Inclosure in No. 233. 
Lieutenant Hand to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Loango Bay, August 20, 1858. 


T HAVE the honour to report, that when lying in Black Point Bay in charge of the cutter and gig of 
the ship, on the morning of August 19, I saw a vessel lying at anchor between Black Point and Loango. I 
immediately weighed, and proceeded towards strange sail. 

When on board I found her to be the brigantine “ Ellen,” of New York, under American colours. On 
examining his papers, I found them to be, as I consider, incorrect, and not signed by the proper authorities. 
His cargo consisted of a large quantity of rice, salt fish, and fifty water barrels. 

After I had been on board about two hours, the cutter and gig of Her Majesty’s brig “Heron” came 
alongside, in command of Mr. Smart, the master. He also examined his papers, and found them incorrect. 

The captain of the brigantine then expressed a wish to go into Loango for the purpose of landing a portion 
of his cargo. I then told him I had not detained him as yet : he accordingly weighed and anchored in Loango 
Bay during the afternoon. 

Commander Truscott then came on board, and examined his papers, which he considered incorrect. He 
sent for a prize crew, which came on board, and took charge of the vessel. I then left the ship, and proceeded 
to join you in the offing. 

I consider this vessel to be engaged in the Slave Trade, as she had cleared for St. Thomas’ instead of 
Loango: also having two passengers (Spaniards) on board, half the crew being Portuguese, and having a slave 
cargo and part of a slave-deck laid. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY HAND. 





No. 234. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiaalty. 


“ Vesuvius,” off Red Point, Lat. 5° 29’ S., Long. 11° 43’ £., | 
Sir, August 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 24th August, at 9 a.m., being off 
Red Point, and steering north-east for the land about Cabinda, a strange sail was 
seen bearing north. Got up steam, ‘shortened and furled all sail, and chased 
stranger, which was made out to be a barque on the port-tack, standing to the 
westward, distant fifteen or sixteen miles. 

At 10°30, stranger finding he could not pass a-head of ‘‘ Vesuvius” (which 


” 
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was steered so as to cut her off, and pass a-head, and to the westward of her), wore 
round and steered north-by-west: the wind at this time fell very light, and we 
rapidly approached her. 

At 11°40 a.m., eased the engines and hailed the stranger, saying I intended to 
send a boat to him, who up to this time had shown no colours; but on stopping the 
engines hoisted an American ensign. 

As this vessel’s movements were to me suspicious, I determined going myself 
on board, taking Lieutenant Allingham, the Senior Lieutenant, with me. On 
reaching the deck, [ asked for the master, and was answered by a person standing 
on the poop, or raised deck abaft, “Here I am; what right have you to come on 
board my ship?” I said, ‘I wish to see your register ;” and was again answered 
by the master, ‘‘ You have no right here, I can’t attend to your wants at present ;” 
he then left the deck, and produced his “sca-letter,’ and I again demanded his 
register, which was with reluctance shown me. This document stated the vessel 
to be called the “ E. A. Chase,” of Surrey, State of Maine, burthen 341 tons, 
owned by Messrs. Malachi E. Chase and Jude Chase, of New York, E. A. Booth, 
master; but I am unable to state if it is a correct document or not: my opinion is 
that it is a forged register. The master refused to let me see his crew-list and 
custom-house clearance; but stated he had a cargo of sorts, and was bound to the 
Congo. It appeared, by the log, he left New York on the 3rd July, and had 
touched at no place during his passage. He stated his crew to be seven men 
before the mast; but I counted fourteen: many of them were cither Portuguese or 
Spaniards. He bad a heavy deck-load of 13-inch plank, and about fifty water- 
casks. : 

There is no doubt but that this vessel is engaged in the Slave Trade, and that 
so soon as she arrives at Punta da Lenha, in the Congo, she will change hands, 
and, finally, sail with slaves; manned and commanded by the Spanish passengers 
now on board. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Inclosure in No, 234, 
Lieutenant Allingham to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 29’ S., Long. 11° 43! E., August 24, 1858. 
HAVING accompanied you on board the “ #. A. Chase,” hearing American colours, I beg to acquaint 
you with the observations I made on that occasion. First, on going on board the vessel the master received 
the Commodore in the most uncivil impertinent manner, denying the right of the Commodore's inspecting his 
papers to prove his nationality at all, and, on being asked to produce his papers, he said he could not attend to 
the business then. He at last, after many demurs, produced, not his register, but a “sea letter.” On being told 
that that was not the paper wanted, he again refused, but finally produced his register ; but on again being 
told it was not correct, he said he did not know anything about the “ register,” never having looked at it 
until now. 
The Commodore then asked him for his crew-list ; this, and also his clearance-list, he most peremptorily 
refused to show. 
He stated that he had seven men as a crew ; but, on counting, I found twice that number, without the 
captain, seven apparently Spaniards and Portuguese. 
His deck was stowed with about 50 water-casks, apparently full, and he also had enough plank, 14 inch, 
for two slave-decks, which he could y his size lay with ease. 
Taking the flurried manner in which he appeared to be in on being questioned, as also his papers, which I 
have no hesitation in saying I think incorrect, — with a second crew of Spaniards and Portuguese, as 
- well as his deck-load of plank and water, I should say she was a most suspicious vessel, and engaged in the 





Traffic in Slaves. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed ) C O'D. ALLINGHAM. 
No. 235. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Si “ Vesuvius,” at Sea, Loango Point, August 26, 1858. 


r, 

THE disgraceful and undisguised prostitution of the American flag to cover 
slave-trading transactions will clearly brought before your notice by the 
correspondence relative to the visiting and examination of the barque “ Venus” 
by Her Majesty’s “ Antelope.” By it you will observe that the time has at length 


264 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


arrived when all efforts of Her Majesty’s cruizers to suppress the Slave Trade are 
frustrated, and every hope of civilizing Africa may be given up. American vessels 
with genuine registers, slave-deck laid, water and provision on board, and a second 
crew of Spaniards and Portuguese, are almost daily arriving on the coast, where 
they are not legally liable to capture until the American crew leave the vessel, 
which they do as soon as the slaves are on board; the slaver then becomes Spanish 
property, manned and commanded by Spaniards, in almost every instance escaping 
in safety ; the ‘‘ Windward,” captured by the “ Alecto” in November 1857, being 
the only instance to the contrary. This is the most popular and successful course, 
but other schemes are also followed. All American vessels lately boarded adhere 
to their flag, and produce an apparently correct register, showing their right to the 
flag of the United States. It is by their clearance and crew-lists, manifests, and logs, 
only that irregularities and forgeries have been clearly discovered. In two-thirds 
of the captures made, the commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers, on observing these 
irregularities, take the suspected vessel in tow, with the view of conveying her to 
an American man-of-war, and in every such instance the flag and papers have been 
thrown overboard by the master ef the slaver. This course, illegal as it is, and 
full of risk, is the only one by which captures can, for the future, be made; and 
if, on the other hand, Her Majesty’s officers adhere to the spirit of their instructions, 
Her Majesty’s squadron would have as little effect on the suppression of ‘the Slave 
Trade as if they were moored in Portsmouth harbour. 

It thus appears that the Slave Trade can only be checked by performing an 
egal act, and one that will, sooner or later, create international difficulties ; but if 
that illegal act is legalized, if the countries with whom we have no Treaty engage- 
ments grant us permission to detain and hand over to the jurisdiction of their men- 
of-war, vessels prostituting their flag for the furtherance of the Slave Trade, we 
may again feel sanguine of satisfactorily performing the responsible duty which 
our Government has appointed us to carry out. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No, 236. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) August 12, 1858. 

ON the 22nd of May the “Hecla” steamed from Lagos to Whydah, and 
anchored there, next day. in company with the ‘* Grondeur” and “ Dialmath,” 
French steamers of war, and the French emigrant screw-barque “ Stella.” The 
French Commodore returned from Abomey on the 24th. The “Grondeur,” “ Dial- 
math,” and “Stella,” sailed the same night. 

The following is an extract from Commander Aplin’s report :— 

“Neither the ‘ Buffalo,” so long due, nor the ‘ Ardent,’ having arrived, and the 
ships in this division being, in consequence, very short of rum and biscuit, I 
proceeded, with the paymaster of the ‘Hecla,’ on board the American vessels at 
auchor at Whydah to make the necessary inquiries in the event of it becoming 
necessary to purchase some. 

“Among others, I went on board ‘Lydia Gibbs, a schooner there, flying 
American colours, and which had been several days at anchor off Whydah. Not 
having sufficient reason, at that time, to doubt her nationality, I strictly confined 
myself to the object of my visit in her case, as in that of the other American vessels, 
not taking a boarding-book, or in any way acting as a boarding-officer. 

“TI left Whydah next morning with the mails for the ‘ Sharpshooter,’ leaving 
the ‘ Trident’ at anchor, watching the ‘ Lydia Gibbs.’ 

“Early on the morning of the 29th of May, the schooner tried to leave Whydah 
for Aghwey, but Commander Close, having received information of her being 
equipped for slaves, weighed in pursuit, and captured her. 

= «CO * * # * 

“On the evening of the 13th of June the ‘Conflict’ anchored off Point Padrone, 
entered the Congo next morning, and sent the crew of the prize to Punta da Lenha. 
The ‘Stella’ was anchor at Pirates’ Creck, to ship emigrants. ‘Viper’ and ‘Teazer’ 
at Point Padrone, the latter having come to rendezvous per order, 

“1 weighed on the Ist of July, and got a few miles nearer Loango. Steamed, 
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in the next morning, finding at anchor the ‘Jeanne d’Arc,’ Commodore Protét: two 
addle-wheel steamers, the ‘Grondeur’ and a small one; the ‘Stella,’ and a French 
rque. 
a I called on the Commodore, who returned my visit next morning. 

“1 steamed to Londono and Cabinda. Finding the ‘ Antelope’ at anchor, sent 
her to communicate with the ‘ Viper’ and ‘ Teazer,’ off Congo, and to give provi- 
sions to the latter. The ‘ Viper’ arrived on the 6th, having captured the schooner 
‘St. Andrew,’ about to enter the Congo equipped for the Slave Trade. 

“The ‘ Heron’ arrived on the evening of the 17th, having captured two vessels, 
the ‘ Governor of Paris,’ a barque, off Killongo, and the brigantine ‘Mary Elizabeth, 
off Black Point. These vessels bring information of the departure from Havana of 
the Telegraph’ brig. ‘ Lydia Gibbs’ schooner, and ‘ Venus’ barque. 

“It is reported that the ‘Putnam’ brig has shipped a cargo from Killoo. 
Nine vessels have been taken on the South Coast this year. The only shipment of 
slaves | have heard of, is the one | mention. ‘The weather, during the last six or 
seven weeks, has been so hazy, that vessels could, for many days, be seen but a very 
short distance. 

“In proof of the dull state of legal trade at present, Iam informed that the 
factory of Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt, of Salem, at Punta da Lenha, is being 
broken up. 

* * * * * 

“The ‘Heron,’ whose cruizing-ground lies between Loango and Mayumba, 
after completing water at Loango, proceeded to sea on the 4th of May, continued 
to cruize until the 6th of June, on which date she chased a brig, but the wind 
falling light, and having sighted the ‘ Antelope,’ which vessel made the signal 
‘short of fuel, and mail on board,’ the ‘ Heron’ gave up the chase, but dispatched 
the cutter, in charge of Lieutenant Collingwood, and the whaler, with Mr. Blair, 
mate, with five days’ provisions, in chase. A breeze sprung up, and the ‘ Heron’ 
lost sight of the brig and boats during the night, and did not reach Loango until 
the 18th, where the ‘Conflict’ and ‘ Heron’s’ boats were at anchor. The brig, I 
regret to state, was the ‘ Putnam,’ with 600 slaves on board, shipped, it is said, at 
Killoo river, under the name of the ‘James Buchanan.’ This vessel escaped, with 
a full cargo, in the Bights, in September 1857. 

“On the 2nd July, when off Killongo, the ‘Heron’ captured the slaver barque 
‘Governor of Paris.’ She is a vessel of 267 tons burden, had no colours or papers, 
was to have received 800 slaves at Killongo, and was on the point of shipping. She 
was dispatched to St. Helena for adjudication. ‘ 

“On the 6th July, the ‘Heron’ proceeded to join the ‘Conflict’ at Cabinda, 
and, on the 9th, fell in with the American brigantine ‘ Mary Elizabeth.’ Her papers 
were found to be illegal; the ‘Heron,’ therefore, proceeded in company with the 
brigantine, for the purpose of sending her to an American man-of-war, but, on the 
11th, the master of the vessel destroyed her colours and papers, and surrendered. 
She had fittings for slaves on board, a cargo of rum, 100 doubloons, and was to 
have received 500 slaves in the Congo. She has been dispatched to St. Helena for 
adjudication. 

* * ae { * * 

“On the 20th of June the ‘ Viper’ captured the schooner ‘ St. Andrew.’ 

“The ‘ Si. Andrew’ had fittings for slaves, 380 doubloons, and her papers and 
colours were destroyed by the master. She had been sold at Havana, and was 
furnished with a sailing lacie from the United States’ Consul there, directing her 
to proceed to Charleston to renew her papers. This system of issuing sailing- 
letters, appears to be growing common ; and, if report speaks true, the American 
Consul is well aware of the use to which they are applied. ve 

“The ‘ St. Andrew’ was sent to St. Helena for adjudication.” 


j 





No. 237. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” St. Paul de Loanda, September 9, 1858. 
IN my letter of the 19th July, { had the honour of reporting to their Lordships 
the information I had collected up to that date relative to the French emigration 
system. . 
Crass A. 2M 


| 
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2. I now beg to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that the French emigrant-vessel “Stella” left the coast early in 
July with 800 negroes, shipped at the new depét in Pirates’ Creek, River Congo. 

3. On the 3rd September the French emigrant barque “ Sumatra” was observed 
shipping negroes from the barracoon at Loango, by Her Majesty’s ship “ Viper,” 
ai she has since sailed for her destination. 

4. All attempts at disguising the real nature of the French emigration scheme 
nave been lately given up. It is now a common occurrence to observe these unfor- 
tunate negroes brought in from the interior, in twos and threes, to the French 
factory, secured by ropes to the forked end of a wooden pole encircling their necks, 
their hands strongly bound, and thus dragged along by their owners, while a third 
negro hastens their movements by the lash. The accompanying letter and sketch 
from Lieutenant Hand, of this ship, will best explain the cruelties inflicted on these 
poor wretches. 

5. At Loango the voluntary free emigrants are now guarded in the same 
manner as slaves; many of them have attempted to escape; and in order to prevent 
any chances of such an attempt proving successful, the French agents make it a 
practice to secure these unfortunate negroes to irons, in gangs of twos and threes: 
they may be thus observed every morning when brought down to wash in the 
lagoon at the foot of the barracoon. 

6. In a former letter [ stated that the emigrants were kindly treated, but 
the facts since come to my knowledge lead me to believe that my opinion was 
erroneous, 

7. The following extract of a letter from Lieutenant Pike, of the ‘‘ Antelope,” 
will prove to their Lordships that (at least on thé coast), so far from there being an 
intention to give up this cruel system, there is every appearance of its being 
permanently established and vigorously conducted :— 

“In the northern arm of Pirates’ Creek, now called French Creek, Messrs. Regis 
intend to establish their principal depét for the Government emigration vessels, and 
branch factories are to be established at Punta da Lenha and Embomma. 

“For this purpose, the necessary buildings for dwellings, powder-magazines, 
and stores, with masons from Goree, have been sent out in a large ship belonging to 
the firm, as well as 1,200 tons of cargo goods for trade. 

“The site of this proposed depét, where at present is only a shed, is a narrow 
sandy point, which they call French Point. At Punta da Lenha they have a 
temporary establishment, purchased from Messrs. Tobin’s agent, but have purchased 
and cleared a very large piece of ground for their new factory. At Embomma they 
intend (I am told) to employ a Sefior Perratin, who is there building a faetory, and 
is one of the slave-dealers at Kangi, as their agent. 

“They purpose to have a large building at French Point always full of 
negroes, so that a vessel arriving may, without delay, at once receive her living 
cargo. 

er The recruiting will take place up the river, and the negroes are to be brought 
down in the small schooners and Cabinda boats, which it is proposed to supersede 
by a small steamer. ; 

“Up to the present time the French have not had here the description of goods 
necessary for purchasing negroes themselves, and | believe that the whole that 
Messrs. Regis have sent from the coast have been purchased at an average price of 
38 milreis (between 5/. and 6/.) a head, from the Portuguese slave-dealers at 
Embomma and Punta da Lenha; being, in fact, purchased in exactly the same way 
as slaves are usually purchased, and the Portuguese in many cases have to stand 
the risk of carrying them up and down the Congo. 

** Those that have been purchased have been sent to Leango, and the number 
up to the present time is estimated at 2,000.” : 

} have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Inclosure in No. 237. 
Lieutenant Hand to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, Vesuvius,” September 8, 1858. 

WHILST absent from the “Vesuvius,” cruizing with the cutter and gig, I proceeded into Loango for 
water, and, on visiting the shore, had an opportunity of witnessing the manner in which the “ French free 
emigrants” are conveyed to the barracoons. e inclosed was sketched from a “voluntary labourer” on the 
way to M. Regis’ factory ; and you will observe, Sir, by the manner in which he is made fast to the end of a 
a pole, that there is little probability of his being permitted to change his mind, without incurring considerable 
risk of breaking his neck. 

I further ascertained, at Loango, that what I witnessed was no rare occurrence, but, on the contrary, 
these unfortunate slaves were thus daily conveyed, in twos or threes, to the barracoons of the French Govern- 
ment. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY HAND. 





No. 238. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Loanda, September 13, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a correspondence which 
has passed between Commander Thomas W. Brent, of the United States’ vessel of 
war “ Marion,” and myself, relative to the prostitution of the American flag by 
vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 





Inclosure | in No. 238. 


Commodore Wise to Commander Brent, U.S.N. 


Ir, “ Vesuvius.” at the Congo, August 23, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you the last three instances that have come to ny knowledge of the 
flagrant prostitution of the American flag, to cover slave-trading transactions. . 

The first is that of a brig called the “Charlotte,” of New York. She was boarded by the “Vesuvius,” 
under my command, in April last, to verify the flay. Her register proved correct in every respect. No time 
was lost in quitting her. Her master then stated that he had a cargo such as is employed in the purchase of 
tg and money to a large amount on board, and that the vessel belonged to G. J. de Figaniere, of New 

ork. . 

The “Charlotte” ascended the Congo, remaining at Punta da Lenha from April to the end of July; was 
then sold to Messrs. Cunha Reis, of New York (the greatest slave-dealer on the coast) ; and, finally, An July last, 
shipped a cargo of 500 slaves at Praya dos Pescadores, in the neighbourhood of oanda. This information 
was obtained from an eye-witness ; and I am also informed that arrangements have been made that an adver- 
tisement shall appear in the New York papers, to the effect that this very vessel has landed a cargo of ground- 
nuts and oil at that port. 

The next case is the “ Venus,” barque, of 246 tons, belonging to George Buttler, of New Orleans, and now 
laying at Punta da Lenha, in the Congo. I have received positive information of this yessel being a slaver. 
In April last she was fitting out at Havana, for the Coast, with papers that were suspected not to be genuine. 
On the 9th instant she was boarded off Moanda by the boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Antelope.” Her papers 
= voluntarily produced by the Master, and the following is an extract from the ing officer’s 

rt :— 

st The ‘ Venus’ appears to have been the Mexican barque ‘ Anacleta,’ sold at New Orleans, to one Buttler, 
a native of Hamburgh, but a natuyalized American, and cleared by Buttler from New Orleans for Havana, 
after being registered ther> by him as the master and owner. 

“At Havana she was red by Manuel Rues for Punta da Lenha, and, if ordered, to go to Annabon ; 
and at the end of the charter-party is a receipt for 6,000 dollars, for the outward run. : 

; : At Havana Buttler left the ship, and Otteson became master, but his name does not appear in the 
articles, : 

“There is a certificate of the change of masters, but not on the register ; and we suspect the signature of 
the United States’ Consul-General in that document to be forged. ' 

“ By the certificate it appears that Otteson was master on the 6th of April, but the clearance out of 
Havana is in the name of ‘ Buttler, master,” which name has been subsequently altered into ‘Otteson ;’ and in 
several other places in her papers the name ‘Buttler’ is altered into ‘ Otteson.’ ” : 

Her crew consists of the person representing himself as master, a mate, three Americans, two Spaniards, 
and one Frenchman, Besides there are on board ten Spaniards, four in the cabin, evidently the real officers 
and supercargo of the ship, and six forward passengers, who, thoggh dressed up, are, there is no doubt, the 
Spanish portion of the crew. ; 

The “ Venus,” 1 am informed, has slave-coppers, provisions, tins and tubs for slaves, leaguers for water, and 
all the fittings for en. Trade on board. a — a alti rans 

though, morally, there are stro unds for believing that e register and other papers of t 
“ Venux” a either Scdecion, or have Toes chamaed by fraud, os in the absence of a os proof of the 
American flag having been assumed without any right to the same, I consider it my atid yr 4 denounce 
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the vessel to you, and to offer you every assistance in my power with a view to your being enabled to capture 
this noted slaver, and so check an infamous, and I regret to say successful, system of conducting the Slave le 
by fraudulently assuming the flag of the United States, ‘ 

The last case I have to mention is that of the “ Killen,” of New York She was boarded by the boats of 
this vessel at Loango on the 19th instant. Her register was called for to verify the flag. The fact of informa- 
tion having been received from a whaler that she was engaged in the Slave Trade, naturally excited suspicion 
that the “ Ellen” had hoisted the American flag with documents fraudulently procured. 

The register of the “ Hilen” I believe to be a palpable forgery. There is no official stamp upon it, with 
the exception of a seal pasted on, instead of being embossed into the paper. : 

The “ Ellen's” cargo, I am informed, consisted of provisions for slaves, water, and a slave-deck, 

Tam perfectly convinced that the “ Zl/len” is a slaver fraudulently sailing under American colours, yet 
as Tam unable to produce legal proof of her register being forged, my only course is to express to you how 
much J shall feel pleased if you will avail yourself of the services of Her Majesty's steam-ycssel “ Antelope,” 
or any other of Her Majesty's vessels guarding the mouth of the Congo, now placed at your disposal, in order 
that you may, if you deem fit, decide the question of the “Venus” and “ Hilen” being entitled to fly the 
United States’ flag, as the fact of their being slavers cannot be doubted. ‘ 

You, doubtless, will agree with me that a cordial co-operation in this manner will have a most beneficial 
effect towards the suppression of the Slave Trade, and enable us satisfactorily to execute the duties which our 
respective Governments have appointed us to carry out. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CIIAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 238. 
Commander Brent, U.S. N., to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, * Marion.” Shark's Point, River Congo. September 6, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge. through Lieutenant and Commander Pike, of Her Britannic 
Majesty's steam-vessel “ Antelope,” the receipt of your communication of the 23rd ultimo. 

The “ Venus,” as you are aware, having left the Congo before my arrival, I notwithstanding availed myself 
of your obliging permission, and the cordial co-operation of Lieutenant and Commander Pike, to proceed in the 
“ Antelope” to the factories in the river, for the purpose of testing the character of another vessel called the 
“ E A. Chase,” which had subsequently passed up the river under American colours. 

After a strict lewekipation | am satisfied of the legal character of the “ E. 4. Chase” 

I beg to avail myself of this occasion to thank you most respectfully and cordially for having afforded me 
the means of ascending the Congo in Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope ;” and I beg also that you will 
do me the favour to convey to Lieutenant and Command.r Pike my most grateful acknowledgment of the kind- 
ness and courtesy of himself and the officers of the “ Antelope” towards myself and the officers who accom- 
panied me- 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOMAS W. BRENT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 238. 


Commodore Wise to Commander Brent, U.S. N. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Mouth of the Congo, September 6, 1858. 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, in which you are good enough to express the 
satisfaction you experienced in availing yoursell’ of the profferred services of Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope ” to 
visit American vessels at Punta da Lenha, suspected of bain engaged in the Slave Trade, 1 take the opportunit 
to acquaint you that I shall bring before the notice of my Commander-in-chief the very cordial manner in whic 
you have assisted me in acting towards the suppression of this nefarious traffic, and at the same time beg to 
tender my own thanks for your valuable co-operation, and assure you it will always be my desire to render every 
assistance that may be required to the United States’ squadron on this station. 
I have conveyed to Lieutenant Pike the expressions of your goodwill towards himself and his officers. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





No. 239. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) July 4, 1858. 
AT 6 am. of the 15th of April the “ Alecto” weighed, and steamed round the 
end of Verga Spit up the channel towards the high land of Cape Verga, and sent a 
boat to a schooner at anchor, which proved to be a prize. She was of about 
120 tons measurement, had neither colours nor papers, and was fully fitted for the 
Slave Trade. The captain and portion of the crew were stated to be on shore, 
arranging the purchase of a cargo of slaves. No further information could be 
obtained, except that one of the slave-crew was captured in the “ Eliza Jane,” and 
a second in the “ Restanracion.” They report twelve or sixteen vessels sailed for 


Saf 
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the coast to obtain slaves, and also four arrivals of full slavers at Cuba, including a 
large barque, which conveyed 800. 

A portion of the crew have made three voyages lately, and have been captured 
each time. The captured schooner, they say, is the first vessel fitted out for the 
Cape Verga portion of the coast for nine years. 

A Spaniard in the Rio Pongas is the person they had their letters of credit on. 
The money is now being forwarded in another vessel not liable to capture. 

I am under the impression that the “Alecto’s” prize will prove to be the 
Norwegian schooner “ St. Olof,” mentioned in their Lordships’ despatch of the 
22nd of April, the duplicate of which you will receive herewith. 

With regard to the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, and the progress 
made towards its suppression, I regret to state my belief that it is now conducted 
on a scale fully as formidable as it was ten years back. Upwards of thirty slavers 
are reported by crews of captured vessels as fitting out for the coast of Africa. 
Four full slavers, one a barque, with 800, have safely arrived at Cuba. The 
“ Merchant” schooner, of New York, boarded by the “Conflict” on the 17th of 
December last off Corisco, has escaped from the South Coast with a full cargo. 

The barracoons are full of slaves, both in the Bights and South Coast divisions, 
and the French naval officers are using the most strenuous exertions to procure 
slaves, both in the Bights and on the South Coast, where the “Stella” is at 
present. 

The French steamers of war, the ‘“‘Grondeur” and “ Bordeuring,” the store- 
screw-barque “ Dahomey,” and Imperial emigrant-steamer “ Stella,” were at 
Whydah Commodore Prot¢t was at Aghwey, on a special mission to King 
Dahomey, it was reported, to make arrangements for a supply of emigrants. [| 
believe this report to be only partly correct. 





No. 240. 
Comniodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) Sepiember 13, 1857. 

BETWEEN the Isth of August and 8th of September, Commander Close 
informs me he intends to visit Bissao, where | have directed him to communicate 
with the Governor, by letter, stating that the instructions of the Commander-in-chief 
do not permit him to acknowledge the right of Portugal to interfere with the 
commerce of Bulama (as has been done on late occasions’, or to levy duties there, 
or interfere in any way with that island; he will also visit Bulama, and hoist the 
British fiag. The cruizers have been cautioned to avoid any act which may be 
construed into acknowledgment of the right of Portugal to the Bijonga Islands or 
to Bossessame. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson informs me that he has ascertained from the master of 
the English brig “ Coquette,” belonging to Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, that 
slaves are constantly being transported in boats from Mayumba to a factory some 
miles to the northward of that place. Messrs. Hatton and Cookson have a factory 
there, which the captain stated the Portuguese looked on with much jealousy. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson has discovered another slave-factory at a place called 
Longbonda, or Longbone, in latitude 4° 19 south, longitude 11° 25’ east: this 
place is a shipping port, the last shipment having been made in February ; there 
are some few slaves there even at present. 

With regard to the Slave Trade, and the progress made by our cruizers 
towards its suppression, I regret to inform you that under the present system of 
conducting the Slave Trade, with sppateitiy correct American registers, all our 
efforts have lately proved futile. 

In a former letter I stated that, through the vigilance of our cruizers, I believed 
that not a single shipment had been made this year. I have since discovered that 
the following vessels shipped, and have sailed for Cuba, viz. :— 

“ Merchant,” schooner, shipped between 500 and 600 from the neighbourhood 
of Mayumba, in February. 

Name unknown, brig, shipped 800 slaves from Longbone. in March. 

“ Telegraph,” brigantine, belonging to Drinkwater, Havana, shipped about 

. 700 slaves to the northward of Killongo. 
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“James Buchanan,” or “ Putnam,” escaped from Killoo river with 600 slaves, 
chased by “ Heron,”’ in June. si 

“ Charlotte,” brig, escaped from Moanda with 500 slaves, in July. ; 

“ Trovador,” barque, said to have escaped from Killongo with 1,200 slaves, in 
June. 

The following vessels are supposed to have shipped, or will shortly do so (no 
positive information as yet received), viz.:— 

“ Ellen,” brigantine, of New York, capable of conveying 600 slaves, _ ; 

“ Venus,” barque, intended to receive 1,000 slaves. Will ship at Killongo, if 
the coast is clear, either on the 12th or 22nd September. “ Viper” is watching the 
locality in question. ; : ; 

It thus appears that about 4,400 slaves have been shipped this year ; and if the 
“ Venus” and “ Ellen” escape, slaves to the number of 6,000 will have left the 
South Coast for Cuba. 

It is needless to observe that all the foregoing slavers are American vessels, 
and, in the case of the ** Merchant,” “Charlotte,” “Venus,” and “Ellen,” provided 
with apparently correct registers. How this important document is procured, | 
am at a loss to state; but if report speaks truc, the signatures are in many cases 
purchaseable, It will strike you at once, Sir, under the present system, all our 
most ene~getic efforts to put down this nefarious Trade prove unavailing, except by 
having recourse to the system which has been followed in almost all captures made 
this year, namely, taking the vessels in tow; in such cases, the American master 
invariably destroys his flag and papers, in preference to being given over to the 
tender mercy of an American man-of-war, 

This course is most illegal, but the only one to be pursued with any probability 
of checking the Slave Trade; for although there is little doubt that if a full slaver 
was boarded, neither flag nor papers would be displayed, and her captain and crew 
would be found to consist of the second crew of Spaniards, yet it is well known, 
in this division, that once the slaves are on board, the chances are ten to one the 
slaver escapes. 

All these evils could be obviated if America would grant us permission to hand 
over to the jurisdiction of her men-of-war the slavers fallen in with by Her Majesty's 
cruisers prostituting the United States’ colours; at the same time the Spaniards, 
Portugues’, and Danes, and ether foreigners serving on board these slavers, should, 
in every instance, be dispatched to their respective countries or colonies, to be 
punished by the laws forbidding their subjects to engage in the Slave Trade. Let 
this course be followed, and none would be found se hardy as to engage in slave- 
trading expeditions, where the most condign punishment would await them in the 
event of capture. 

If this system were adopted, legal commerce from north to south would increase’ 
tenfold, and, eventually, supersede the Slave Trade; for they cannot both flourish 
together. In the North Coast and Bights lawful pursuits are rapidly taking the 
place of the Slave rade, but on the South Coast a contrary result is experienced. 
The authorized slave-trading of the French Government, joined to the successful 
operations of trans-Atlantic slave-dealers, have seriously injured, and, if permitted 
much longer to exist, will entirely destroy all legal commerce. This is a sad result 
for many reasons, especially as the country possesses in itself a remunerative 
substitute for slave-trading; I allude principally to its cotton, which grows wild 
over the country, and in sufficient quantities to supply the world. The cultivation 
of this article would eventually prove more remunerative to the Native Chiefs than 
slave-trading has ever been. The question may, perhaps, arise, how are American 
slavers to be distinguished from legal traders? But that is a point upon which 
there has ever been but little doubt. A slaver is always known either by previous 
information, irregularities in her papers, her general appearance, or her manceuvres., 
1 do not think that the Slave Trade will ever again exist north of the line with any 
degree of vigour, but that its operations will principally be confined to the South 
Coast. In that division there are a certain number of well-known legal traders, 
consisting of seven American vessels; all others met with, excepting whalers, 
have invariably proved to be engaged in the Slave Trade. These circumstances 
will, I trust, prove to you how little probability there will be of Her Majesty’s 
officers falling into error, if permission is granted to them to hand over American 
slavers to United States’ men-of-war. 

With regard to the American cruizers on this station, you, of course, Sir, are 
aware that their proceedings can scarcely be designated cruising, when the greater 
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portion of their time is necessarily spent at Madeira, Porto Praya, and St. Paul’s 
de Loanda. ‘Che American man-of-war attached tu the South Coast has just time 
to proceed from Porto Praya to Loanda when her provisions are expended, and she 
is obliged to return to the former port, as the American Goverument have no 
depét for provisions on the Coast of Africa. 

The “Marion” arrived at Loanda about the 11th of August, and at the 
expiration of fourteen days sailed for the Congo, en route for Porto Praya, being 
short of provisions. ; 

If an arrangement could be made for the American cruizers being supplied 
from the same sources as our own, they would be enabled to constantly remain and 
ecruize in each division; and I have no hesitation in saying that the constant 
presence of six small United States’ men-of-war on the station, would act more 
forcibly towards the suppression of the Slave Trade under the American flag, than 
any effort that can possibly be made by Her Majesty’s squadron, even if doubled in 
strength. 

I have always found American officers willing and ready to co-operate with Her 
Majesty’s cruizers, and they always evince a desire to suppress the Slave Trade, 
and put a stop to the prostitution of their flag. 





Inclosure in No. 240. 
Lieutenant Pike to Commodore Wise. 


(Extract.) * Antelope,” off Rirer Congo, August 16, 1858. 

ON the 8rd I proceeded up the River Congo, and anchored off Punta Lenha the same evening, where also 
was the Portuguese sclhooner of war “* Cabo Verde,” sent there to warn Portuguese traders against participating 
directly or indirectly in the Slave Trade, which seems to be at present very briskly, an by all accounts very 
successfully, carried on. 

{t is heyond doubt that the brig “ Charlotte” has gone away with 500 slaves, shipped between the 20th 
and 30th July. She was bought by Messrs, Cunha Reis and Co., and shipped her exrgo at the Praya dos 
Peseadores, the sandy bewh between Moanda and Virate’s Creek ; the shipment took place at night, and the 
vessel started with a strong land breeze. Lam also informed that arrangements have been made that an 
advertisement shall appear in the New York papers to the effect that this very vessel has landed a cargo of 
ground nuts, oil, &e., at that port. T hear also that the same firm have lately been successful in shipping a 
cargo of 1,200 slaves at Killonge ia a large ship, the * Zyovador.” Messrs. Cunha Reis and Co., of New York, 
are decidedly the greatest slive-deaters on the Coast ; they have factorics at Punta Lenha, Embomma, Londono, 
Snake’s Head, Moanda, Killongo, and Black Point ; and their great wealth and influence in the United States 
renders it easy for them to provide their vessels with correct papers, particuiarly as it seems possible, in some 
cases, to purchase the signatures. 

Embomma is on the north bank, sbout thirty or thirty-five miles above Punta Lenha, and contains six 
slave factorics, the chief trader being a Senhor Barras, formerly a serjeant in the Portuguese army. The banks 
of the river are studded with small villages, the natives of which appear a harmless race, though it is reported 
that launches have frequently been fired upon in passing to and from Embomma,. The Chiefs of Embomma have 
issued an edict forbidding their people, upon pain of death, to trade anywhere else but there ; consequently 
comparatively few slaves are now taken to Punta Lenha for sale : from twenty to fifty a-day are usually brought 
to Senhor Barras’ yard (he being the chief agent for supplying the French); the average price at present is 
21 dollars a-head, besides which the cost of feeding is estimated at 1s. a-head per day, and the agents receive 
1 dollar commission upon every slave they purchase. The Embomma country is very productive ; wild cotton 
is abundant, and there is no doubt that cotton could be cultivated there with very great success : it produces 
corn, farinha, and beans, in great quantity, which are daily brought to the factories for sale, and thence sent by 
launches to Moanda and Cabenda, and to all parts of the coast where slave establishments exist. The 
activity of the Slave Trade has seriously injured legal commerce in the Congo; aud Messrs. Brookhouse, of 
Boston, have been compelled, by the scarcity of produce, to send orders to break up their factory. This does 
not affect the English houses, as they can always obtain cent. per cent. for their goods from the Portuguese in 
cash, so that they are in a measure interested in their success, and actually provide the goods wherewith slaves 
are purchased. 

On the 10th a small French steamer of war entered Pirace’s Creek from the northward ; and there is a 
large ship off the river, with masons and matcrials on board for building a new factory at Punta Lenha, 





No. 241. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Seeretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, “Boscawen,” Sierra Leone, February 11, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
my report on the state of the Slave Trade, from the time that [ assumed the com- 
mand of the station to the close of the year 1857. 
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Northern Division. 

1. No captures have been made in this division. 

2. Several suspicious vessels have been boarded, but have in all cases been 
found to possess papers apparently regular. 

As some of these were afterwards captured in the Bights, or Southern Division, 
there is little doubt that the American flag, under which they came to the coast, 
was fraudulently assumed ; and as no American cruizer has until lately been here, 
they were able to do so with impunity. 

3. The extension of the Colony of Liberia, and the increasing demand for the 
produce of the country, has much reduced the chances of obtaining a supply of 
slaves, while the close watch kept by our cruizers on the most suspected places, 
such as the Rivers Pongas aud Nunez, has increased the risk, and the consequence, 
I believe, has been that few or no slaves have been embarked, 

There appears, however, to have been an es in some quarters that 
slaves had been shipped from some of the rivers between Sierra Leone and the 
Gambia ; and Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, in particular, reported 
that two cargoes had been shipped from the Nunez and Pongas. 

5. In consequence of these reports their Lordships directed that the Chiefs of 
the Pongas and Nunez should be reminded of their igen 4 engagements, and 
warned of the consequences of any failure on their part to adhere to them. 

6. Commander Hickley, in compliance with these orders, proceeded in November 
last up these rivers in the © Merlin,” Commander Buckley. 

7. The information obtained by those officers does not confirm the report ; no 
appearances were found to indicate any exportation of slaves. 

8. Should an attempt be made it would be by the Mulatto settlers ; and Com- 
mander Hickley is of opinion that the so-called Kings of the Pongas would be 
powerless to prevent it. In the Nunez, the Chiefs have more to lose, and are too 
well aware of the danger, and of the advantage they derive from the legal trade, to 
embark in exporting slaves. 

9. If slaves have been exported, it has probably been from the Rivers Cachea 
and Jeba, the latter particularly, as, from the numerous channels communicating 
with it from the Bijonga Islands, great facilities for escaping our cruizers are 
afforded. 

10. | regret to add that the consequence of the ascent of the Pongas and 
Nunez at a period so early after the cessation of the rains, has been, in spite of all 

recautions, and though it only occupied eight days, a serious fever which attacked 
ommander Hickley, Commander Buckley, and a large proportion of the officers 
and men of the “ Merlin,” proving fatal in four cases. 

1]. It seems most desirable that, except under the most urgent circumstances, 
the operations of the squadron should be confined to the mouths of the rivers, and 
that if it is necessary to act, the months of January and February should be 
selected for the purpose. 

12. The territory of Monrovia now extends from the River Pedro to the Shebar, 
thus connecting itself with the British territory of Sierra Leone. 

13, The annexed extract from a report from Commodore Wise will show the 
increasing prosperity of the colony, and the just grounds afforded forhoping that 
it may become a valuable auxiliary to Sierra Leone in the civilization of the 
African races. 

14. The Republic of Liberia, however, has not escaped the evils which the 
French attempt to procure emigrants has occasioned in other places, and the 
President has thought it necessary to issue a proclamation on the subject. 

I understand that, notwithstanding this proclamation, the French emigrant 
ships have not scrupled to take on board slaves at Cape Mount and in the Gallinas. 

A M. Chevalier, Commodore Wise states, has been employed for some time 
back on the duty of procuring emigrants, and wars have thus n fomented 
amongst the native tribes within the Republic, to make prisoners, with which to 
supply the emigrant ships. , 


Bights Division. 


15. At the commencement of the year the Slave ‘Trade in the Bights was 
supposed to be nearly extinct; but in the spring, from information obtained from . 
Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at the 
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Havana, and from other sources, it became known that renewed attempts to ship 
slaves on an extended scale were about to be made. : 

16. In an able report (forwarded to the Admiralty in my letter No, 58 of 1857), 
Commander Bur, then senior officer of the Division, states that soon after taking 
charge of the Division in April, he received information from a Sefior Monteiro, 
formerly engaged in the Slave Trade, ‘of the formation of a Company in the 
Havana, alied the ‘“‘Expedicion por Africa,” with shares of 1,000 dollars each, 
which were quoted openly on the Exchange. 

17. At the same time the “ Adams Gray,” apparently one of the first vessels 
sent out by this Company, arrived off Whydah, but the agents there not being then 
prepared, she left the Bights, and was captured by the “ Prometheus,” as she was 
proceeding to the South Coast. ‘ 

18. The effects of the measures adopted by the Company soon became more 
apparent from the increased number of vessels arriving on the coast under the 
American flag, and from the collection of slaves at the depéts in the neighbourhood 
of Whydah, Little Popoe, Aghwey, an’ the adjacent villages. 

19. The King of Dahomey, in direct violation of the Treaty into which he had 
entered with us, gave every encouragement to the slave-dealers, and, enraged at 
the losses sustained through the English, expressed the greatest hostility to them, 
and, to indemnify himself, raised the price of palm oil; thus directly interfering 
with the iegitimate traffic. 

20. Between June and September four vessels, originally under American, and 
one barque under Spanish, colours, were captured in the Bights, three of them 
having shipped slaves at Whydah, Little Popoe, and Praya Novo. 

21. There is reason to believe that one or two vessels succeeded in getting off 
with «argoes. 

22. Several vessels under the American flag were boarded by our cruizers, and 
finding, probably, that the comparatively small extent of coast in the Bights from 
whence s aves could be obtained, was better guarded than the South Coast could be 
by the limited force stationed there, proceeded to the latter part of the station, and 
were eventually captured by our vessels. 

23. During this state of things on the coast, no United States’ cruizer was 
ever seen in the Bights—a whole year having certainly passed since one had been 
there, and Commander Burgess expresses his belief that no cruizer had beent here 
for three years, although there is an extensive and valuable American trade. 

24. The Convention with France having also expired in March 1856, no efforts 
have been made by the Government of that country to prevent the revival of the 
Slave Trade, the force employed by them on the station having been much reduced, 
and solely employed in the protection of their commerce and establishments on the 
coast. 

25. There is no reason to believe that, up to the present time, the French flag 
has been fraudulently assumed by slavers, but it is much to be apprehended that 
the measures now sanctioned by that Government for obtaining emigrants, combined 
with the withdrawal of their squadron, will have the effect of inducing a belief that 
they are indifferent on the subject, and that slavers, finding that they have not been 
protected to the extent they anticipated, by the American flag, and fearful of the 
increased risk of assuming it while American cruizers are on the coast, will now, on 
meeting with our cruizers, attempt to evade a visit by hoisting French colours. 

26. The chance of this appears to be increased by the pretension put forward 
by the French Commodore, that no vessel, hoisting French colours, shall be visited, 
except apn positive information that she is not entitled to wear them. 

27. I have no information to show that any attempt has been made to ship 
slaves from the Benin or other mouths of the Niger. : 

Indeed, with the number of vessels employed in the legitimate trade, there is 
little reason to believe that any such attempt would long remain unknown. 


South Division. 


28. At the same time that the revival of the Slave Trade in the Bights Division 
was poparted by Commander Burgess, vessels under the American fla began to 
make their appearance off the South Coast, chiefly in thé neighbourhood of the 
Congo; and on the 24th of August the first vessel, the “ Elisa Jane,” a brigantine 
under American colours was taken by the “Alecto’”? off Malemba. 


29. Between that time and the 4th of November, eight other vessels, which had 
Ciass A. 2N 
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all been previously boarded under the American flag, a Spanish barque, and a small 
schooner, were captured. 

30. The eight American vessels were probably intended to carry near 5,000 
slaves; nine others have been boarded between August and the end of the year, of 
which several are known to have succeeded in escaping with full cargoes of slaves, 
and probably the whole have done so. 

31. While these proceedings were going on, no United States’ ship-of-war was 
on the South Coast till September, when the “ Dale,” corvette, arrived, and not long 
afterwards the “ Cumberland,” with the flag of Flag Officer Conover. 

32. Commander McBlair, in the “ Dale,” appears to have shown a commend- 
able desire to prevent the abuse of the American flag, and to have co-operated 
zealously with our cruizers off the Congo, and he has sent one vessel, the “ W.G. 
Lewis,” to Norfolk, United States, for trial. 

33. Flag Officer Conover, having probably received erroneous impressions from 
the American residents at Loanda, complained that the British cruizers had adopted 
improper means of intimidation towards vessels sailing under the American flag. 
This | showed him to be not borne out by facts. 

I have no doubt that the seizure of the “ Panchita” by Commander Moresby 
had excited the jealousy of the American officers. 

34. In the Portuguese territory, there is every reason to believe that the 
Governor-General of Angola is sincere in his desire to prevent the exportation of 
slaves, and the Portuguese corvette ‘ Goa” captured in the autumn a barque called 
the “ Splendid,” of Boston, endeavouring to ship slaves at Benguela Velha. 

As our cruizers have been little to the southward of St. Paul de Loanda, it is 
impossible to say whether any slaves have been taken from that coast. 

35. In September 1857, a new feature was introduced into the Traffic on the 
South Coast, by the arrival in the Congo of the French barque “Clara,” and 
steamer “ Stella,” for the purpose of shipping emigrants. 

Having failed to obtain voluntary emigrants, the contractor, at the time of my 
visit, was endeavouring to purchase slaves, who were to be liberated and shipped 
as emigrants ; 1,020 have been thus sent off in the two vessels named, of whom 600 
were put on board the “Stella,” in one day, from Cabenda, 

36. There can be no doubt that the effect of this traffic will, as far as Africa is 
concerned, be precisely the same as that of the Slave Trade, and though the 
Government agents may ase all the precautions in their power to prevent any man 
being shipped against his inclination, it is scarcely possible that those precautions 
can be effectual. 

The natural consequence is, that the natives believe that France encourages 

* the Slave Trade, and that England thus stands alone in her desire to put it down. 

37. 't also operates in favour of the slave-dealer in another way. As long as 
he had no outlet for his slaves but in vessels exposed to the risk of capture, he was 
liable to a heavy loss if, by a strict blockade, ur the capture of the vessel expected, 
he had to keep the slaves in barracoons for a prolonged period, and this, too, at a 
time when the want of rain had enhanced the price of provisions; such a risk 
would naturally check the flow of slaves to the coast from the interior, but when 
the slave-dealer found that if, by any circumstance, he was prevented from 
embarking his slaves, he had still a market open to him in the French vessels 
seeking emigrants, his risk was much diminished. 

It can, therefore, scarcely he doubted that the effect of the French emigration 
scheme must be both to increase the demand for slaves, and to diminish the risk of 
the slave-dealer. 


East Coast. 


38. The materials for a report on the present state of the Slave Trade on this 
coast are so scanty, that I can scarcely venture to make one. 

39. That slaves have been exported there is no doubt, as we have positive 
information of one vessel, the “ Minnelonka,” having taken on board a cargo of 
1,200, and landed them in Cuba; and a second was chased by the ‘ Geyser,” and 
afterwards shipped slaves. 

40. The late Governor-General of Mozambique, in a ietter to me, and at this 
very time, prided himself upon the fact that no slaves had been exported during the 
period of his government ; but unless he is very much belied, he has been a party 
to the shipment. 
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He has, at least, by his own acknowledgment, allowed the exportation of 
negroes to Bourbon to go on, in direct opposition to the orders of his Government, 
and he was, towards the end of the year, superseded in consequence. 

41. The state of affairs in India and at the Cape, prevented any adequate 
force being sent to the Mozambique, and it has been, with slight exceptions, 
entirely unwatched. The increase of small vessels to the squadron under my 
command will, | trust, enable me to adopt some measures (though probably far 
short of what is necessary) to check the revival of the trade. 





42. In conclusion, I have only to remark, that for many years back the 
prospect of putting down the Slave Trade has seldom been les’ encouraging. The 
Convention with France has expired; the United States continue to evade—to 
say the least of it—their Treaty engagements ; while both France and the United 
States show an increased jealousy of our cruizers, and the flag of the latter has 
given impunity to a large number of vessels fitted out expressly for the Slave 
Trade. 

At the same time the slave-dealers are stimulated by the high price of slaves 
in Cuba, and their operations are facilitated by the license given by the French 
Government to the purchase of slaves. 

43. To this dark side of the picture the conduct of Portugal and Brazil offers 
a cheering contrast, and there is every reason to believe that those Powers are 
sincerely desirous of preventing this inhuman Traffic, and although the Portuguese 
Government may not be seconded to the extent we could wish by all its subordinates, 
there is good ground for hoping that the decided measure they have adopted in 
superseding the Governor-General of the Mozambique, will not be without its 
effect. 

44. It will follow, from what [ have stated above, that the chief efforts of Her 
Majesty’s Government should be directed— 

Ist. To obtain from France a revocation of the license given to M. Régis to 
purchase slaves for emancipation. 

2ndly. To obtain from the United States the fulfilment of her treaty engage- 
ments which bind her to maintain in service on the coast of Africa a sufficient and 
adequate squadron or naval force of vessels, of suitable numbers and descriptions, 
to carry, in all, not less than eighty guns, to enforce, separately and respectively, 
the laws, rights, and obligations of each of the two countries for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 

3rdly. It would much facilitate the detection of vessels fraudulently assuming 
the United States’ flag, if a clear statement of the papers essential to establish 
their nationality were furnished to the Commanders of cruizers, accompanied by 
fac-similes of the most important. 

There is little doubt that, in many cases, the papers produced would not stand 
a close examination by properly-informed persons. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No, 241. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Extract.) January 18, 1858. 

TilE population in the immediate neighbourhood of the town of Monrovia amounts to 2,700 emigrants, 
and of the counties adjacent 8,000 ; this is as it appeared by a census taken in September 1896. 

Mr. Newnham states that on an average three or four vessels arrive annually from the United States 
with fresh settlers ; the number thus imported would probably amount to 1,200 individuals, but through the 
unhealthiness of the climate about one-fourth fall victims to the process of acclimatizing. 

Commerce is in a flourishing condition, as will strike you from the fact of the imports amounting in 
1857 to 33,1607. 4s. 2d., while goods were exported to the value of 41,653/.: a still greater increase is anti- 
cipated in the present year, as the exports, it is believed, will be one-fourth more than in 1857, 

With regard to the town of Monrovia, I was agreeably surprised with the civilized yi ieapig of the 
place. The greater portion of the houses are built of brick, made up the River St. Paul's ; they are tastefully 
constructed, and would be respectable residences even in England: in this respect Liberia is infinitely before our 
colony of Sierra Leone. * P 

On the whole, I believe that all the colony requires for its advancement is capital, and agents from 
British houses to enter energetically into the schemes for obtaining cotton, coffee, and palm-oil, or any other 
article indigenous to a tropical climate. 

The people are steady, religious, well-educated, and rather poor; like all coloured people, they are 
rather deficient in energy when left to themselves, 
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No. 242, 


Lieutenant Hodgkinson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


No. 13.) 
Cn “ Viper,” off Killoo River, September 19, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on Sunday, the 19th, a brigantine was 
seen standing in fer the land, nearly close-hauled on the starboard tack, at 8 a.m. 
The wind being light, | expected that she would pass close to us, and therefore 
waited until 10°30 a.m., when, finding the wind fresher, I steamed out, and at 1 p.m. 
came up with the “ Rufus Soulé,” of New Orleans. Her suspicious appearance 
(the hull was old, and evidently she was not‘ cared for as a legal trader under the 
American flag usually is), together with the Spaniards that were visible on board 
her, induced me to visit her. 

2. The captain received me with civility. On demanding his register, he 
demurred to ucing that document; however, after I had informed him that I 
had a legal right to demand it, it was produced: in my opinion, it was correct ; 
7 lower seal was very indistinct, but it was evident that the seal had been 
there. 

3. The captain produced voluntarily his other papers, consisting of articles, 
and a sealed clearance from the Spanish authorities at Matanzas (Cuba). The 
articles did not seem to me, particularly on the agreement with the crew to sail 
the ship from Matanzas to Fernando Po, to be certified in a proper manner by 
the Consul. The ny excused himself from going to Fernando Po, on account 
of the passengers, three in number, all with passports, who were to be landed at 
the Congo previous to the vessel going to Fernando Po. 

4. ‘Taking all circumstances into consideration (particularly the late case of 
the “ Ellen,” exactly, in my opinion, a similar case to this, except that the “Ellen's” 
register was not perhaps so correct), I allowed the vessel to proceed on her voyage 
to the Congo. did not search her in any way, as J think that, unless there is 
good primary foundation for working upon such an extreme measure, should not be 
resorted to. At the same time, | must say that the “ Rufus Soulé” is a most 
suspicious vessel, and should be watched with the greatest care. Her cargo, which 
is entered in a book, not in a regular manifest (the real manifest is sealed up), is 
exactly of the very nature that constitutes a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade. 

5. I shrewdly suspect that she has not got her slave-deck laid now, and that is 
the reason she goes to the Congo. 

6. I trust that the reasons I have stated before the boarding, and the result of 
the examination, will be deemed a sufficient reason for visit. 

7. The captain made no complaint whatever, but expressed himself perfectly 
satisfied with the treatment he had experienced. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON. 





Inclosure in No. 242. 
Mr. Thompson to Lieutenant Hodgkinson. 
Sir, “ Viper,” off Killoo River, September 19, 1858. 
ce HAVE Se oven ue ke you, in pamesnns ot eotewes from Lieutenant and Co: 
im his com; iganti i ¢ 
a, repaired pany) to board a brigantine, and which proved to be the “Rufus 
Anderson) on being asked for his papers, icles, hat on his bein; 


captain produced his articles, 
told that the the document ired to his i 
Wa Sid let Sous ws ware feud soothe Raed ee ne ely) 
of ible correct. 


Consul’s signature had been omitted.. There were three bree oe ha Liberia. 
Ho as bond to Fornando Po by his clewranc, and on his beng his reason for eet yng 
to go to the River Congo, for which he had a letter 


4. I consider her s very suspicious vessel, from the fact that his consisted of 2,000 feet of ing, 
100 pipes of 100 rice, &o. On lea’ the x the made 
the grocecdings whlch toil Hlacs oc hk: boing beached bet ten mas We ead Consens Iie Seaser’ to. the 


I have, &c. 
_ ALEX. THOMPSON, 
Assistant Paymaster, in charge. 
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No. 243. 
Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Medusa,” Rio Congo, September 15, 1858. 

IN compliance with Section 6 of the Slave Instructions, | have the honour to 
report that, on the afternoon of this day, while at anchor off Medora Creek, in the 
River Congo, I saw a very taut fore-and-aft schooner coming up the river under 
American colours, and thinking her suspicious I caused her to be boarded by 
Lieutenant Nott; she proved to be the “ W’anderer,” yacht, and as her papers were 
reported to be correct, I did not interfere with her voyage up the river. Her papers 
were freely shown, and there was no complaint made on account of the visit. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





No. 244. 
Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Medusa,”’ Rio Congo, September 16, 1858. 
IN compliance with Section 6 of the Slave Instructions, I have the honour to 
report that, on the afternoon of the 14th September, whilst at anchor off Medora 
Creek, in the River Congo, I saw a very rakish-looking brigantine, under American 
colours, coming up the river, and as | considered she was likely to be a slaver, I 
caused her to be boarded by Lieutenant Nott, who rerorted to me on his return 
that she was called the “ Ellen,” and that her papers were quite correct. I did not 
delay her in any way in her voyage up the river, there was not any complaint 
made, and the circumstance of the visit was entered in her log at her captain’s 
request. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 





No. 245. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 62.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Lagos, October 28, 1858. 

IN my letter of the 26th August last I had the honour of bringing before their 
Lordships’ notice two most glaring instances of the prostitution of the American 
flag, particularly in the case of the “ Ellen,” of New York, boarded and searched 
by Commander Truscott, of the “‘ Heron,” when a slave-deck and other fittings for 
the Slave Trade were found on board, and released, as her papers clearly showed 
her right to the flag of the United States. ' 

It is now my duty to report that the “ Killen,” a few days later, ascended the 
Congo, and was boarded by Commander Bowden, of the “Medusa,” who pro- 
nounced her papers correct. She subsequently descended the river, and, with her 
cargo of slaves on board, cooped up and dying under close-locked hatches, the 
“ = ” of New York, under the American flag, boldly passed Her Majesty’s ship 
usa.” . 

When the “ Hilen” was boarded, on passing, the stench sufficiently indicated 
that numerous human wretches were stowed below, and the reports from Punta da 
Lenha confirmed the opinion, but further examination was strictly forbidden; and, 
asthe right of the “ Elen” to the flag of America had been proved on two occa- 
sions, she was permitted to sail, without molestation, with her rich cargo of death, 
ee Nor in the“ Bllon” msl few days previously, the 

or is the “ ” a solitary imetance: a few iously, the Ameri 
yacht “ Wanderer” ascended the river, laid her sinve-detie and proceeded to cru 
in the offing till her slaves were collected, and is by this, probably, half-way to 
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The case of the “Venus” has been reported. Similar cases are frequently 
occurring. 
On the South Coast slaves are procurable in thousands ; the natives are selling 
their own children, and the Traffic in Slaves is rapidly destroying legal trade. _ 

These ill effects are produced by the shameful prostitution of the American 
flag, for under that ensign alone is the Slave Trade now conducted. . 

From the master of the “ Rufus Soulé,” captured by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Viper,” on the 11th October, when about to ship at Banda Point, some interesting 
information was obtained, the chief of which was, that the “ Rufus Soulé” was, to 
all intents and purposes, a Spanish ship, her real captain and crew were Spanish, 
the nominal captain was an American, as was also another man, who died from the 
ill-treatment he received from the Spanish crew. : 

The American captain, by his own confession, was merely a tool in the hands 
of the Spaniards to carry out the farce of her being a legal American trader, That 
ae registry was correct was proved on two occasions when boarded by the 
“ Viper.” 

The master of the “Rufus Soulé” repeatedly stated that her registry was 
correct, hut voluntarily destroyed the ship's papers, and surrendered the vessel as 
without nationality, to escape assassination by the Spaniards ; for, to use his own 
words, “from the time he was out of Matanzas, in Cuba, his life was not worth 
50 cents.” 

In my last report on the Slave Trade, I stated that a system of communicating 
with slavers, thirty miles in the offing, was maintained by the medium of signal 
fires on the high land on shore. The American captain of the “ Rufus Soulé” 
disclosed the signification of a signal which the “ Viper’s ” boat observed to be 
made on shore: it consisted of a triangular fire lit on a height, two fires apart at 
the base, and one on the top of the hill, forming the triangle. ‘The meaning was, 
slaves are ready with canoes on beach: a number of flashes, of which six were 
counted, indicated the number 600 slaves. ‘I'he slaver’s signal on arrival at night 
on the date appointed for shipping, consists of a triangular blue, white, and green 
light hoisted in the rigging. There are numerous distant signals for communicating 
with the offing, of which we are still in ignorance, 

1 avail myself of this opportunity to furnish you with a list, for their Lordships’ 
information, of slavers which are said to have sailed from the coast during the year 
1857, and to the latest dates; my informants are tolerably trustworthy (the 
principal one being a Mr. Ricaby, agent for a mercantile firm in the Congo). The 
correctness of the list can only be assured by comparing it with the account of Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana. 

Their Lordships will observe that out of the twenty-three vessels said to have 
escaped, eleven were repeatedly visited by Her Majesty’s cruizers, but though 
known to be slavers they were necessarily left unmolested, through their being 
bona fide American vessels. Had we a Treaty with the United States every one of 
these vessels would have been captured, and if the right of detaining American 
slavers to hand them over to their own cruizers was acknowledged, I have no 
hesitation in saying that the Slave Trade would be entirely suppressed in three 
years. On the other hand, if the present system is permitted much longer, I feel 
convinced that every pirate in the universe possessing the requisite means, will, 
under the protection of the American flag, openly ship their slaves in sight of a 
_ British cruizer, knowing that we have no legal right to molest them in any way. 

Last year, slavers were (in the majority of cases) captured through their 
captains foregoing the protection of the American flag, on being taken in tow for 
conveyance to an American man-of-war. Such proceedings have now been stopped: 
none of Her Majesty’s officers will again be guilty of such a breach of their instruc- 
tions, and the natural result is, that American slavers are arriving and sailing with 
almost as much impunity as if they were engaged in legal trade. 

In the coming year I feel convinced that the most vigorous efforts will be 
made by the trans-Atlantic slave-dealers, and if they extend their enterprise to the 
Bights of Benin and Biafra, farewell to the remunerative and rapidly increasing 
trade which is now carried on on that coast. The above are painful truths, but 
must necessarily be disclosed. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Inclosure in No. 245. 
InrorMATIoN of Full Slavers escaped in 1857, and to September 1858. 
1857. 





No. of Slaves. Remarks. 


Name of Slaver. 





Place where shipped. 



















South Coast. . a Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's 


cruizers. 





Brigantine, “W. D. Adams” .. 






Ditto Brig, “ R. B. Lawton” 

Ditto Brig, “Nancy” - Ditto. 

Snake's Head Brig ‘‘ Putnam” 

Ditto we Barque, “Pays” .. “ Taken in Cuba. 





Praya dos Pescadores..| Brigantine, ‘‘ Crimea” Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's 


cruizers. 












Ditto Brig, “ Telegraph” .. Ditto. 

Londono Barque, “ Petrel” Taken in Cuba. 

Killoo Barque, “ Spirit of ’76" Ditto. 

Loango... A Spanish brig, qy. the “ Frank” 

Aghwey .. Barque, “ Vesta” .. Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty’s 

. cruizers. 
Whydah Schooner, “ Jas. Buchanan” Ditto. 
1858. : 

Northward of Mayumba | Schooner, “ Merchant” * 600 In January visited by Her Majesty's 
ship ‘* Conflict.” 

Longabonda. . .. | Brig (Spanish) name unknown, £00 Escaped in March. 

Senor Musquito, master 
Banda Point ..| Brig, “Telegraph” ,. ee 700 Escaped in June. 
Killongo.. --| Brigantine, “Wm. Montague” . 500 In June two vessels shipped the number 
stated, supposed to be the vessels 

Ditto ee -+| Schooner, “ Blooming Youth”... 400 named. 

Ditto oe -.| Ship, “Trovador” .. ais 1,160 Escaped in July. 

Ditto <e -.| Brig, “Putnam” .. $5 700 Captured by United States’ vessel of 
war “ Dolphin,” off Cuba. 

Praya dos Pescadores..| Brig, “Charlotte” .. ee 550 Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's 
cruizers. Escaped in July. 

Not known, said to be| Barque, “Venus” .. we 800 Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's 
north of the Congo cruizers. Escaped in September. 
South Coast... --| Brigantine, “ Ellen” es 350 Boarded repeatedly, and by Her Ma- 

jesty’s ship ‘“‘ Medusa,” with slaves 
on board, in September. 
In the Congo, cruizing | Yacht, “ Wanderer”. . --| Deck laid | Repeatedly visited by Her Majesty's 
in the offing for 600 cruizers. 





ABSTRACT. 







Slaves. 


Slavers. 
oS 
Captured in the year 1857, and to the latest dates, by Her Majesty’s 33 1,501 


cruizers and Portuguese cruisers, on West Coast of Africa 








Escaped in 1857, and to the latest dates .. sis — si 23 : 14,210 
Deduct, captured off Cuba - ow sis ais ‘i 4 "2,750 ' 
Total escaped, and landed in C ij a 
‘otal esca and cargoes in Cuba, in 1857, and to 19 11,460* 
September 1858 5 


a 
* Loss on middle passage to be deducted. 


Signed) CHAS. WIS 
Ceinistioreta sien Officer, West ran of Africa. 
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No. 246. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 63.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Lagos, October 29, 1858. 


WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 20th September last, 
giving cover to information collected by Lieutenant Pocock, R.N., Admiralty 
Agent on board the West Indian packet ‘“‘ Magdalena,” relative to French vessels 
engaged in the Slave Trade, particularly the case of the “ Joseph,” at the Gaboon, 
I have the honour to acquaint you that the “Joseph” is a French emigrant vessel, 
belonging to A. M. Vidal, who has a contract with the French Government 
for conveying negroes to Martinique; and that she has lately sailed with, | am 
informed, 350 blacks. 

I have no further intelligence of slave-trading from the French possessions in 
the Gaboon 

The French war-steamer lost in the Gaboon is the screw corvette “L’Aigle.” 

The American barque, of New Orleans, which had touched at the Gaboon, and 
sailed for the Congo, is, | believe, the “ Venus,’ boarded by the ‘ Antelope,” but 
obliged to be released. She has since, it is said, sailed for Cubs, with 800 slaves. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
No. 247. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, ‘“* Viper,” off Banda Point, October 11, 1858. 


’ 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I captured, this day, a brigantine, 
name unknown (supposed to be the “ Rufus Soulé”), without papers or colours, 

This vessel was chased from Banda Point to Mayumba, by the cutter of this 
ship, this morning, when, finding the boat closing, he made sail off the land. 
Having got an offing, he tacked and stood in for the land, the cutter still in chase, 
when I came up and captured her. 

Finding, as by the report of survey, inclosed with this, that the vessel was 
unseaworthy, and, moreover, finding from an inspection of her log, which was 
found in the cabin, that the pumps had been constantly going since she left Cuba, 
I destroyed her as unseaworthy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON. 





No. 248. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 54. Confidential.) i 
ir, “ Vesuvius,” off Loango, October 9, 1858. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 2Ist July last, reporting the means 
I had adopted for inquiring into the charges of slave-trading by the relatives of 
Mr. Consul Campbell, in the River Pongas, 1 have the honour to forward, 
for their Lordships’ information, a report received from Commander Close, 
of the “ Trident,” who was appointed to investigate the charges; and a second, 
report from his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone. By these letters, 
their Lordships will observe that there is no relationship .whatever between 
Mr. Consul Campbell and the Lightbourne family, except that when Mr. Campbell 
was a merchant at Sierra Leone, Mrs. Lightbourne’s daughter was his mistress. 

The report of M. Vullon, Lieutenant commanding the “ Dialmath,” though 
false as regards the connexion between Mr. Consul Campbell and the Lightbournes, 
appears to be partially true as concerns the fortifications of the Lightbourne 
establishment. 

Old Mrs. Lightbourne appears to be the only person suspected of being 
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engaged in the export Slave Trade. Two cargoes of slaves are said to have been 
shipped from her establishment in 1856, but the report has never been substan- 
tiated. ; 
It may be of use to state, that Mrs. Lightbourne acknowledges no authority 
but that of the Kings and Chiefs of the River Pongas. I can find no traces of a 
Slave Trade Treaty with the Kings or Chiefs of that river. I therefore suppose 
they cannot be held responsible for the dealings of Mrs. Lightbourne, as they 
certainly would be, if there was a Treaty in force, and she engaged in the export 
Slave Trade contrary to that Treaty. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 248. 
Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 


Sir. “ Trident,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 20’ N., Long. 14° 20° W., September 6, 1858. 

IN compliance with your Confidential order, dated 21st of July last, on the subject of the River Pongas, 
% beg to make the following report of information I obtained from a person who Jeft that river in February 
last :— 

Mrs. Campbell. of the Ponzas, was concubine to Mr. Campbell, late merchant of Sierra Leone, now Consul 
at Lagos. Ie had three children by her, which children are at Sierra Leone in charge of Mr. Heddle, merchant 
of that place. 

Mrs, Campbell, not very long ago, tried to make some claim on Consul Campbell on account of his former 
connection with her: he, in reply, and in rather violent terms, refused to have anything to say to her. She 
— asked to see her children ; Consul Campbell permitted the children to visit their mother, but only for one 
week, 

Mrs. Campbell has nothing to do with the Slave Trade; but, on the contrary, she and her brother, Styles 
Lightbourne, have tried to persuade their mother, Mrs. Lightbourne, to give up the Trade. Old Mrs. Light- 
bourne is so wedded to the Slave Trade that she hates every person who asks her to give it up. For this reason 
there is no affectionate feeling between the mother and her children before-named. Styles Lightbourne was 
educated in America, and is in legal trade, having a factory up the Pongas for Reader & Co., of Matacong. 

The reported fortification of Mrs. Lightbourne seems to be a stockade with round wooden block-houses for 
guns. A 22-pounder is the largest gun commanding the river approach. My informant seemed to think that 
the people were afraid of the gurs ; for when he asked them to fire, they said the guns would shake the walls 
down. The stockade is about ten or twelve feet high, and seems necessary to protect her against the natives, 
who, believing the place is full of doubloons, wish to sack it ; it is also considered a defence against the 
boats of English cruizers. he 

I cannot hear of Mrs. I.ightbourne having shipped any cargo of slaves lately, but she has evidently cheated 
many slavers by taking their money, and afterwards getting rid of the captain and vessel by fair means or foul. 

The barracoons are not within the stockade, but concealed in a wood, and could never be found by a 
stranger. My informant knows their positions ; the slaves work in chain-gangs. 

John Ormand, at Cape Verga, is a great slave-dealer, and the slaver captured by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Alecto,” at Cape Verga, was to have taken in cargo at that place. 

I believe that if Mrs. Lightbourne was transported for ever from the River Pongas, the Slave Trade would 
receive a final blow in that river. I think the King of the Pongas would give consent to this step. 

T have not yet received any information at Sierra one on these subjects, it being very difficult to obtain 
it without raising suspicions. 

T hope to obtain further information by a person whom I expect from the Pongas this month, which 
information shall be forwarded immediately to your office. 

T have, &c, 


(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 248. 
Memorandum. 


| THE following information I have just received from another source, which brings up the history of 
Consul Campbell's illegitimate family to the present time. The three children of Mra. Campbell before-named, 
comprised two dau, ters and one son. The son was killed during the last war in the ye river ; one 
daughter is married to a Mr. Wellington, nephew of Mr. Heddle, merchant of Sierra Leone; and the other 
daughter now lives with her mother, in the Pongas. Consul Campbell has a daughter married to Mr. Lewis at 
Lagos, but this daughter is by another concubine, which concubine is now married to Mr. Prutt, merchant. 
Mr. Oldfield has a concubine who is related to Mra, Lightbourne. Thus three of the principal merchants at 
Sierra Leone are related or connected 0 closely with Mrs. Lightbourne, that no doubt every movement of the 
ey is yer to the Pongas river. . and Mrs. Wellington before-named are now on a visit to 


land with Consul Campbell. 
Signed F. A. CLOSE, C nder. 
September 7, 1858, sat ee 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 248, 


Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Trident,” Banana Islands, September 28, 1858. 

IN continuation of my letter dated 6th September, on the subject of the River Pongas, I have the honour 
to make the following report on the origin of Mrs. Campbell’s and Mrs. Lightbourne’s family. 

Eighty or ninety years ago, a black Portuguese man from Bissao, called Gomez, went to reside at the 
Pongas. Ate the Pongas, he took a Naloe woman for concubine; by her he had a daughter called Bailey Gomez. 
Bailey Gomez became the concubine (or wife?) of an American slave-dealer from the United States, named 
Benjamin Lightbourne ; and she is the person at present known in the Pongas as Mrs. Lightbourne, living at 
Fallangia, and is the mother of Mrs, Campbell. 

The latter history of this family is contained in my last letter, in which there is one mistake, viz., instead 
of Mr. Wellington read Mr. Valentine. Mr. Valentine went to England with Consul Campbell, but his wife 
did not go further than Goree. 

The position of Fallangia is very strong, and could be casily defended from any attack by water. It is 
situated at the head of a creek which is nearly dry at low water: the natural formation of the creek is rock, but 
there is a deposit of mud through which the rock protrudes in a dangerous way for boats at low water. The 
ereek is commanded by one of the (gun) “blockhouses” mentioned in my last letter, but it appears there is a great 
deal of mud used in the construction of these houses or forts, which would prevent their easy destruction ; they 
a — appearance. Vessels drawing six feet of water might anchor (it is supposed) at the entrance of 
the creek. 

William Faber is a “half caste.” His village is stockaded with wood, some of which wood is eight or 
twelve inches thick. Ona hill he has an outwork in the form of a martello tower, containing an 18-pounder 
pivot-gun on a slide. He has two brass guns regularly mounted as field guns, besides other guns not specified. 
He is a clever man, and has people to work his guns; he has 500 slaves at hand. He has a barracoon for 
slaves, but I cannot get any certain information of its whereabouts. 

Faber states it is impossible for slavers to get away from the Pongas in the fine.season, because of the 
British cruizers, but that full slavers get away occasionally in the rainy season, when objects cannot be seen at 
any distance. In 1856, Faber had war with “Tea,” the King of the Pougas (with whom we have Treaty ?). 
Faber drove the king off, and burnt some of his villages. 

I do nov think I can obtain any further information without seeing these places myself; no one has ever 
visited them in a naval or military point of view, therefure my informers can give me every information but 
the kind I want I could ascend the river to reconnoitre in November or December, which months, I am 
informed, are quite healthy. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F, A. CLOSE. 


The Kings of the Pougas are,— 

1. King Jelloram Fernandez. 

2. King Katty (with whom we bave Treaty). 
3. King Tea. 

4. King Bango. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 248. 
Governor Hill to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, September 23, 1858. 
I HAVE haa the honour to receive your confidential communication of the 21st July last, with its 
inclosures, and you may be assured I will do all in my power to further the object in view. 

With respect to Mrs. Lightbourne and her family, there can be no doubt they are native born, and none 
of them are British subjects. One of Mrs. Lightbourne’s daughters cohabited with Mr. Consul Campbell, when 
that gentleman resided at the Rio Pongas, and had a family by him, but I cannot see how this could possibl 
implicate the Consul in any of the slave transactions of the Lightbourn family. On the contrary, it is we 
known that the slave-dealers in the Pongas drove Mr. Campbell out of the river, and he had to reside at the 
Isles de Los in consequence of information he is said to have conveyed to Captain Denman relative to the 
Slave Trade carried on in the Pongas. 

The Bishop of Sierra Leone lately visited Mrs. Lightbourne’s factory ; he saw no appearance of slaves or 
barracoons, but he found guns mounted, and in his opinion the position, if well defended, would give trouble to 
ony it, as the river approach is narrow, and it would be impossible to avoid taking the front fire of the 

ry. 

As I glean information I shall eonvey it to Commander Close, to whom I have alrealy imparted the 
family history of the Lightbournes, and I believe he has also conversed with the Bishop on the subject of 
Mrs. Lightbourne’s factory, its position, strength, &c. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL, 
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No. 249. 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(Eatract.) November 3, 1858. 

I HAVE ordered Commander Hunt of “ Alecto ” to hold a palaver with the 
Kings and Chiefs of Gallinas. and warn them of the punishment they will receive 
if they continue to engage in the Slave Trade contrary to their Treaty engagements 
with England. 

On the 22nd August Commander Close despatched the “Childers” to cruize 
between Sherbro River and Pirate Bay, and, in compliance with a requisition from 
Governor Hill, to visit Bomby River and protect British property, but with strict 
orders not to commit any act of hostility except in self-defence, or in defence of 
British property, and not to land or dispatch boats up narrow creeks. 

The presence of a man-of-war in the neighbourhood of the River Bomby 
appears to have been requisite through the existence of a civil war amongst the 
natives, which hinders the timber trade with our merchants. The Governor of 
Sierra Leone was of opinicn that the appearance of a man-o!-war would tend to 
conclude the war, und prevent any attack being made on British life or property. 
I] inclose Commander Swinburn’s report of having dispatched his boats up the 
river to communicate with the Kings, Chiefs, and traders, and induce them to 
proclaim peace, and carry on legal trade with England. 

The “Spitfire” has been employed cruizing between latitude 6° and 7° north, 
longitude 10° 13’ west, off the Gallinas, and from Cape Mesurado to Manna Point 
of Sherbro River, between the 15th July and 16th August. 

Lieutenant Chapman has been informed that at the time he was cruizing, 
slavers never visited the Gallinas coast, but the slaves are taken inland at the back 
of Sierra Leone for shipment from the River Pongas. ‘The “ Spitfire’ subsequently 
returned to Sierra Leone, and Lieutenant Chapman sailed on the Ist September 
with a detachment of the West India Regiment to protect Her Majesty’s Consular 
Agent and British traders up the River Sherbro, during a war which is anticipated 
between the native tribes. [ inclose the requisition of his Excellency the Governor 
of Sicrra Leone. [ also beg to forward Lieutenant Chapman’s special report of his 
proceedings at Sherbro, by which you will observe that the native quarrel which 
occasioned the necessity for a military force being dispatched, has been apparently 
settled. In approving of Lieutenant Chapman’s proceedings, I have informed him 
that his reports should not have been forwarded to the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
but to his senior officer (Commander Close), then present, who would have furnished 
his Excellency with a copy. 

_ Commander Courtenay of the “Conflict,” the senior officer of the Bights 
Division, reports that on the 26th August he communicated with the “Pluto,” and 
received a letter by her from Aghwey, containing a report that Kosoko had 
attacked Lagos; both ships returned and anchored off Lagos the same evening, 
when Commander Courtenay ascertained from the merchants* ships, that reports 
were in existence which had alarmed the natives, but by communicating with 
Lieutenant Lodder, he ascertained that there were no good grounds for such 
reports, 

On the 4th September, “Sharpshooter” was again dispatched to Accra on the 
requisition of the Acting Governor. On the 6th September, “Sharpshooter” anchored 
off Accra, and Lieutenant Gibbons communicated with the Acting Governor, and, at 
his request, conveyed him and Staff and a quantity of ammunition to Pram Pram, 
where the “ Sharpshooter” remained to 20th September. The expedition undertaken 
to Croboo, twenty miles inland from Pram Pram, under the authority of the Acting 
Governor, Major Bird, consisted of 150 men of the Gold Coast Corps, and about 
1,000 native auxiliaries. The Chief of Croboo was given to the 17th September to 
surrender himself, before hostile proceedings were commenced. On the 20th of 
September, Lieutenant Gibbons reports that the expedition to Croboo did not obtain 
its object, but had been obliged to retire ten miles for want of ammunition, having 
lost four men, and killed many of the enemy. 

, On the requisition of Acting Governor Bird, the “ Sharpshooter” returned to 

Cape Coast Castle on the 20th September, conveying the Colonial Secretary, and 
returning to Pram Pram with ammunition. 

The * Vesuvius’s” tender, the ‘‘ Brune,” stationed within the bar é Lagos, 
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on the 13th September proceeded up the Victoria Lagoon to Badagry, in conse- 
uence of a requisition from Mr. Sickle, doing duty as British Vice-Consul, 
esiring assistance, as the natives had plundered several merchants’ stores. 

When rounding one of the sand banks, the “ Brune” took the ground, and the 
tide ebbing fast, remained on shore till high water that evening, when she floated 
off. Next morning, proceeded towards Badagry, anchored off Agidoo, to the 
evening of the 15th September. 

Lieutenant Lodder held a conference with the Chiefs of Badagry on the 17th, 
and succeeded in getting requisite satisfaction, as the greater portion of the plunder 
was restored, and a fine to be paid in palm oil placed on the remainder. 

The “ Brune” remained off Badagry to the morning of the 24th September ; 
held a conference with the Chiefs of Agidoo, warning them not to interrupt trade 
as they have been doing by robbing canoes on their way from Lagos to Badagry 
and Porto Novo. 

Remained off Beechy to the 28th September, and returned to Lagos that 
evening. 

The officers and ship's company of the “ Brune” have suffered greatly during 
the rains, and are in an extreme state of debility and disease, almost every soul on 
board having been prostrated by continued attacks of fever. 

The “ Viper” having left her boats cruizing off Banda Point, on receiving her 
orders for Loanda, returned to pick them up, Shortly after my arival, she joined 
company, and | received from Licutenant Hodgkinson the welcome intelligence 
that he had captured and destroyed the American slaver “ Rufus Soulé” without 
papers or colours. 

Thisvessel had been boarded by the “ Viper ” on the L9th September, as specially 
reported. Lieutenant Hodgkinson then knew her to be a slaver, but was unable to 
capture her through her papers being genuine American. Their Lordships’ letter 
of the 16th August inclosed a description of the ‘* Rufus Soulé,”’ and stated that 
she had sailed from Matanzas for the Coast of Africa for a cargo of slaves. 

Lieutenant Hodgkinson received information from a native at Killongo, who, 
on obtaining 40 dollars, informed him that a shipment was about to be made at 
Banda Point, and that large bodies of slaves had been marched to that neighbour- 
hood. The “ Viper” proceeded there without delay, and dropped ker boat to cruize 
off the barracoons, returning to Killongo, where she received orders from the 
“Hecla” to proceed to Loanda, complete coal, and take up a station between 
Ambriz and Port Padrone; “ Viper.” on approaching Banda Point to pick up her 
boats, observed the brigantine ‘‘ Rufus Soulé,” which had gone about and stood to 
seaward on observing the boats, and was then in the act of again tacking in shore. 
Mr. Hodgkinson boarded, told the master he had received intelligence of his being 
about to ship, and gave him half-an-hour to decide whether he would adhere to the 
American flag; in the meantime Lieutenant Hodgkinson returned to his ship, and 
shortly afterwards observed the flag and papers go overboard, when he took posses- 
sion of the “ Rufus Soulé” as a slaver without nationality. She had every fittin 
for the Slave Trade: deck laid, slaves purchased, and ready for shipping, and ha 
been cruizing since boarded by the “ Viper,” 300 miles off the land, returning on 
the twenty-first day to ship. 

The vessel being old and unseaworthy, Lieutenant Hodgkinson having first 
ascertained her measurement, anchored her as a target, and sunk her in a few 
minutes. 

The crew, who were received on board the “ Viper,” were all supposed to be 
Saag with the exception of the master and another man, who were Americans. 

hree undoubted Spaniards, provided with official passports, 1 conveyed in the 
“ Vesuvius ” to Fernando Po, and handed them over to the Spanish Government, 
who caused them to be received as prisoners on board a transport at anchor, to 
wait passage to the Grand Canary, there to be punished as subjects of Spain 
engaged in the Slave 'l'rade. 

Mr. Lynslager has been removed from all authority as an official of the 
Spanish Government. 

The majority of the Fernando Po inhabitants are preparing for a move to the 
proposed Colony of Victoria, at the Bimbia. 

The “ Hydra” sailed from Spithead for this station on the 25th of August, 
touched at Teneriffe, where a fine American barque called the “ Nancy,” of New 
York, was at anchor. She was discharging part of her cargo of rum, tobacco, and 
plank, and with the remainder was about to sail to the South Coast for slaves, 
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Under the head of the Slave Trade, and the progress made towards its 
suppression, | have embodied my principal remarks in a special letter on the 
subject, and in order to describe how vigorously it is conducted, it will be only 
necessary to bring before your notice the undermentioned list of slavers supposed 
to be on the station at the present date, viz.: brig “ Juliet ;” barque ‘‘ General 
Green ;” schooner “ dustin ;” brig “ Brothers ;” schooner ‘‘ Famine ;” schooner 
“ Zephyr ;” schooner “ Castor ;” barque J. W. Reid.” 

At anchor by last account at Vera Cruz, Teneriffe, and about to sail for the 
South Coast: barque “ Nancy,’’ 400 tons. 

At Sierra Leone and on North Coast : brigantine “ Paulina ;” topsail-schooner 
“ Robert Wing.” 

The eleven above-mentioned vessels are all Americans, and consequently will 
in most instances escape, except where one of Her Majesty’s officers risks his 
commission by taking them in tow to an American man-of-war. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 249. 
Commander Swinburn to Commander Close. 


Sir, Childers,” Murray Town, September 8, 1858. 

IN pursuance of your Memorandum of the 22nd August, 1858, I weighed in Her Majesty's sl. op under my 
command, and left Sierra Leone, but was compelled to anchor just inside the Lighthouse, owing to the tide 
turning and « dead foul wind, where I remained until the morning of the 23rd, but did not get away far towards 
my destination on that day, as I deemed it discreet to anchor, the weather becoming very thick, with heavy 
rain, which continued during the rest of the afternoon till too late to weigh with safety. Daylight on the 24th, 
weighed and stood for Yauney Bay, where I anchored (at the pilot’s suggestion, in 10 fathoms, Bombey River 
east by north compass about fourteen miles), in the evening of the same day. 

At 1:30 a.m. of the 25th, dispatched Lieutenant G. D. Fitz Roy, in charge of the whaler and cutter, 
manned, armed, and provisioned, to the River Bombey, with instructions to communicate, if practicable, with 
the Chiefs of that river, as also with the merchants. 

On the afternoon of the 26th the boats returned, having been a considerable distance up the River Bombey, 
where Lieutenant Fitz Koy had an interview with the Chief and two Kritish merchants of that river, who 
seemed much satisfied with the appearance of the boats and the close proximity of a cruizer, and expressed an 
opinion that it would tend much to tranquillizing the turbulent characters in that vicinity, who are now at a 
species of civil war, and have a desired etlect in restoring confidence to British subjects. 

I did not consider it necessary to send boats up the Kate River, as the distance from Bombey is but short, 
and communication easy both by lind and by water, and as being also within the jurisdiction of the Chief of that 
river, I could see nothing gained by the appearance of our bouts in the Kate, but with the chances of our men 
being sick from exposure during this the rainy season ; so, after remaining at the anchorage off the river 
(firing a blank gun night and morn‘ng), till the afternoon of the 28th, I weighed for my cruizing-ground. I 
beg to inclose a copy of my Memorandum to Lieutenant Fitz Roy, and his letter of proceedings. 

On the afternoon of the 31st August I anchored off the Lighthouse, and on the morning of the 
Ist September sent the whaler, in charge of the Paymaster, to communicate with Sierra Leone, agreeably with 
ae instructions, Having, on the night of the 31st, experienced a nasty cross sea, which washed away the 
ife-buoy, and nearly so the jolly-boat, I intended shifting berth while waiting return of the whaler; and 
Dr. Skeen having gone in with the boat to Sierra Leone seriously ill, I determined upon closing that place 
for medical assistance, if required ; therefore ran in and anchored off Murray Town on the afternoon of the 
same day, where I remained until this day. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. SWINBURN. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 249. 
Order addressed to Lieutenant Fitz Roy. 


Memo. ‘* Childers,” at anchor in Yauney Bay. August 24, 1858, 
YOU will proceed (as soon as the flood-tide makes) in charge of the whaler and cutter, manned, armed, 
and provisioned, up the River Bombey, to communicate with the Chief cf Bombey and the merchants 
or traders there, and inturm them of the proximity of Her Majesty's sloop “Childers,” and ascertain from 
them the state of affairs in that river, and how the lawful trade is going on, and all information you 
can get as to the Slave Trade. You will on no account proceed further up the river than is necessary in 
acreg out this duty, nor ullow any of your crew to land on any pretence whatever ; and great care is to be 
ol that no needless display of your arms, or demonstration of war, be made; and you are most strictly 
—— not to commit any aet of Rost ity unless in self-defence, nor to enter any narrow creek. You’ 
will use your own discretion in crossing any bar, bearing in mind the dangers attending so doing, and not 
ey oe eee ee eee You will not allow the aaa separated or a Ape sight of each other ; 
and you wi guarded against any surprise or * i a ct service (if practicable) 
you will then return (timing such = “as to come out with the ebb) fo er Majesty's ship a Ohildeee ame ‘ 
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care to be back by night. You will et our proceedings, in writing, to me on your return,and you 
will also ascertain the state of the Kate River from the traders at Bombey. 
(Signed) WILLIAM SWINBURN, Commander. 
Lieutenant G. D. Fitz Roy, 

&e. &e. &e. 


N.B.—The pilot for the Bombey river will accompany you in the expedition : so be guided by him as 
to the navigation and entrance of the river, as also the villages, &. 





Ww. S. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 249. 
Lieutenant Fitz Roy to Commander Swinburn. 
Sir, * Childers,” Yauney Bay, August 26, 1858. 


IN pursusnce of your order to proceed with the whaler and cutter up the River Bombey, and commu- 
nicate with the Chiefs and traders hers I left this ship early on the morning of the 25th instant, and 
arrived at the Colero factory in the afternoon, Here I founda Mr. Stewart, and having explained to him my 
orders, I took him in the boat, and calling ut the Mammoo factory for Mr. Heddle’s agent, I proveeded up 
the river to communicate with the King. 

On arriving at Bombey I found the King had gone to Bandisemoor, a villyge about six miles further up 
the river. I pulled up there, and informed the King of the proximity of Her Majesty's ship “ Childers,” &c., 
and then made the best of my way down the river to return to the ship, touching at Mammoo and Colero to 
land Messrs. Stewart and Grant. 

With respect to the state of affsirs in this river: there is a civil war going on, which hinders the 
timber-trade a great deal, but the King is doing his best to put a stop to it, and wishes to carry on a lawful 
trade with England. 

The mere fact of a man-of-war bot entering the river will have a great cflect upon the turbulent people, 
and go far towards ending the war. There is no slavery in this river; but I am informed that there is a 
great dea) carried on in the Sherbro. 

The Kate River is in the same state as the Bombey owing to the war, and the traders told me it would 
go far towards ending it if we were to send a boat there also. 

The navigation of both rivers is very easy, and does not require a pilot for boats. The whaler and cutier 
have been pulling in company the whole time ; but I considered it inexpedient to keep the whaler lying on 
ler oars after we were well in sight of the ship, as my boxat’s crew were completely fagged, the sailing-thwart 
and slip of the mast carried away, and prevented my sailing. Although I was out of the river some hours 
before daylight, I found it quite impossible to return to the ship at the time ordered : having pulled a distance 
ef more than seventy miles in thirty-six hours, partly under a hot sun, and wind and tide against us, and with 
little more than two hours’ rest, will prove that no time was lost in carrying out your orders. 

Tecan only add that the conduct of Mr, Thompson, gunner, and boats’ crews placed under my orders, were 
in every way most satisfactory. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE D. FITZ ROY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 249. 


Governor Hill to the Senior Naval Officer in Harbour, Sierra Leone. 

Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, August 28, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an extract from a despatch received from Mr. Consular Agent Hanson 
last evening, giving cover to a letter a copy of which T transmit herewith for your information. 

It would appear that the lives and property of the Consular Agent and the British traders residing on 
Sherbro Island are in danger, and I have thorefore to request that a steamer of war may be detached as soon 
as practicable for the purpose of affording protection to the Consulate at Victoria, and the persons of the British 
traders, with their property, residing at Sherbro Island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Tnclosure 5 in No. 249. 
Mr. Dizon to Consular Agent Hanson. 


Sir, . : Jenkin's Factory, August 17, 1858. 
ies ane eS ee Baggroo will rere ge in a few days: that the war will assemble at . 
mpolick, and t! proceed auney, accompani and, if the decisi f the Chiefs ii t to 

their satisfact ion, then war must break out. = oP OE ° ceeeas an 
I think some truth is in this report, as Jungar had returned two days ago from Baggroo, when this report 
was rumoured. The people here wil t be forced by the war to join them a they proceed to Yauney. "1p 
consequence of this myself, Mr. Cummings, and Swaray are obliged to be removing. 
I remain, &c. 
(Signed) WM. DIXON, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 249. 


Consular Agent Hanson to Governor Hill. 


’ ( Extract.) Victoria, Sherbro Island, August 20, 1858. 

I THEREFORE entreat your Excellency, if by any means it be in your power, to require a small 
steam-vessel of war to come without delay to this Consulate, to give security to British interests. The support 
which the presence of one of Her Majesty's ships will give at this juncture to the prestige of Her Majesty’s 
Government will be great and lasting ; but should one not come, the Government will be deemed powerless, 
and we who are here held to be without protection. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 249. 


Lieutenant Chapman to Cummander Close. 


Sir, Spitfire” Sierra Leone, September 13. 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, since my letter of the Ist instant reporting proceeedings, that by the 
urgent request of his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, I embarked a captain and twenty-two rank and 
file of the 1st West India Regiment, and proceeded to the protection of the Consulate in Sherbro Island, off 
which I anchored on the 3rd instant, and the same day, in company with the Consular Agent and four of the 
officers of the “ Spitfire,” I had an interview with the King. After conferring with the Consul in various 
matters, details of which are in a copy of a letter with its inclosures addressed to his Excellency the Governor, 
which I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, I remained until the 9th instant, when, by the request 
of the Consular Agent, I landed the troops and also a 6-pounder ficld-piece at the Consulate, and on that day 
sailed for Sierra Leone, but the ship having taken the ground, as reported in my letter, I did not anchor here 
until the evening of the 12th instant. 

During my stay in the Sherbro river I fired a morning and evening gun, at the suggestion of his Excellency 
the Governor. 





IT have, &«. 
(Signed) W. C. CHAPMAN. 
Inclosure 8 in No. 249. 
Lieutenant Chapman to Governor Hill. 
Sir, Spitfire.” Sierra Leone, September 13, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, in compliance with the request contained in your 
letter of the 28th August, addressed to the senior naval officer at Sierra Leone, I sailed irom that port in Her 
Majesty’s steam-vessel under my command, having on board Captain Hughes and twenty-two rank and file 
of the lst West India Regiment, and arrived at Victoria, the adhy ep of Mr. Hanson, Her Majesty’s Consular 
Ageut for Sherbro, on the morning of the 3rd instant, having anchored the previous night at Bendoo, where I 
received a visit from Mr. Hanson shortly after my arrival, 

After conferring with Mr. Hanson on the subject contained in your letter, I proceeded, at his request, 
on the afternoon of the 3rd instant, and accompanied by Captain Hughes and four of the officers of the “ Spit- 
fire,” visited the King, then sitting in session. 

After the introduction had taken place, I informed the King that Her Majesty’s steam-vessel had arrived 
there by your orders, in consequence of a request having been made to you by Her Majesty's Consular Agent, 
Mr. Hanson, and that the object of her coming was to prevent the war taking place that had Leen rumoured 
to be on the eve of breaking out, and to support the authority of the Consul. 1 told the King that Her 
Majesty’s Government wished to see a King placed at the head of the Sherbro people, who would have the laws 
obeyed, peace preserved, trade encouraged, the Slave Trade prevented, and protection given to all traders of 
whatever nation, who traded lawfully, and that I thought if such views were carried out by him and his 
Chiefs, they would receive the approval of their election from Her Majesty's Government. 

To this the King replied that he was avxious to carry ont these views ; and afterwards the King and 
Chiefs severally thanked Mr. Hanson for the kind interest displayed, and great trouble taken by him in endea- 
vouring to put a stop to the constant wars, and in getting them together, in order to elect their King, which 
had been successfully accomplished through his untiring efforts. 

On the evening of the 4th instant I received a letter from Mr. Hanson, with two inclosures, copies of 
which I inclose, and by them your Excellency will perceive that there was. cause for alarm on the part of 
Mr. Hanson, who in this letter requested me to remain in the Sherbro until the 9th instant. 

On the 6th instant Jungar, who had been sent for by Mr. Hanson, arrived at the Consulate, when both 
Mr. Hanson and myself informed him, in the presence of Humpah Bakoom, one of the Bagroo Chiefs, of the 

.serious charges which had been communicated to your Excellency against him. Mr. Dixon's letter was read 
to him, and he was reminded by Mr. Hanson of the many occasions on which he had broken faith, and 
caused disturbances in the country. 

Jungar admitted the truth of Mr. Hanson’s statements, and said he had dealt treacherously, but begged 
and implored most earnestly to be forgiven. 

On my telling him I had authority from your Excellency to hand him over to the Chiefs and natives of 
Sherbro Island, he pleaded most piteously for another trial, said he would do anything required of him, would 
never again attempt to deceive any officer in Her Majesty's service, would live anywhere, and do anything 


. 
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the Consular Agent would instruct him to do, and begged Mr. Hanson to interpose io save him this once 


n. 
= On the 7th I had an interview with Mr. Calipha, a very intelligent and evidently influential Chief, 
who spoke highly of the policy pursued by Mr. Hanson in the suppression of disturbances during the period 
of that gentleman’s residence in the Sherbro. : 

T also held a palaver with two Chiefs relative to a fine which had been imposed on an English mer- 
rear Mr. W. M. Shervington, for transgressing the laws of the country by chaining a brother of one of the 

hiefs. 

On the 8th instant I received another letter from Mr. Hanson, a copy of which is inclosed, in consequence 
of which I landed Captain Hughes, with his detachment, together with a 6-pounder ficld-piece, and provisions 
for fourteen days, as shown by my Memorandum of the 8th instant, addressed to Captain Hughes, a copy of 
which is also inclosed. 

On the morning of the 9th instant 1 left Victoria, and proceeded on my return to this port, where I 
arrived last evening. 

Thase, &e. 
(Signed) W C. CHAPMAN, 





Inclosure 9 in No. 249. 
Yonsular Agent Hanson to Lieutenant Chapman. 


Sir, Victoria, September 3, 1858. 

IT DO myself the honour to express to you my gratification at your arrival in this river, and to assure 
you that [ regard your presence ss most opportune, 

I beg to inclose translations of two communications which I received on the 26th and 27th August, 
trom which you will see that since I sent my despatch of the 20th ultimo to his Excellency the Governor of 
Sierra Leone, two of the traders here have been seriously annoyed by Junga, the same man of whom 
Mr. Dixon has written to me. 

I cannot doubt that the occurrences at Mr. Nathan’s and at Mr. Geislinger's were intended to serve as 
feelers; and I believe that had Her Majesty’s ship under your command not entered this river yesterday, 
some overt act—probably the giving of effect to Jungar’s threat against the Frenchman—might by this time have 
been committed. 

In submitting the above particulars to your consideration, I would respectfully request that, if consistent 
with your orders, and with your knowledge of the exigencies of Her Majesty's service, you will remain in this 
river until the Sth or 9th instant, as that will ensure the safety of British and French life and property, and 
greatly add to the prestige which your presence alone gives to the Consular authority, Add to this, there are 
two past occurrences which I desire to have opportunity to confer with you about. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WILLIAM HANSON, 





Inclosure 10 in No. 249. 
Mr. Nathan to Consular Agent Hanson. 


Dear Sir, Benthe, August 26, 1858. 

SEVERAL native canoes have passed this factory within the last few days, containing from thirty people 
and upwards in each canoe, to go the meeting at Yauney. 

Mr. Thomas Nightingale (alias Jina landed here this day with two canoes, with about twenty-five 
people, and distributed themselves about this factory. 

Jungar himself, some time after he landed, called on me, and I requested him, as he was bound to Yauney, 
to prose as by their landing some dispute with my people might arise, which, I believe, we are anxious to 
avoii 

With all due respect to you, would it not be advisable for you, as Her Majesty’s Consular Agent, and in 
accordance with the Treaty between the Chiefs and Governor Pine, to impress on the mind of Mr. Jungar and 
other Chiefs the necessity of their proceeding direct to the place of meeting, and not call at British factories 
unless on matters of business. , 

have, &c, 


(Signed) N. NATHAN. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 249. 


Mr. Geislinger to Mr. Nathan. 


(Translation. ) 
My dear Nicolas, é 
JUNGAR is at Killah, and you can say to the Consul that something ought to be done about this man ; 
he said yesterday that they intended to speak about him. 
The country people frequently come to tell me that I must have good watch kept at my factories ; that 
eee eee eee Will you inform Mr. Hanson of this, immediately on the receipt. of 
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Two canoes filled with armed men came down last night ; the canoes remained for a long time, as if 
watching the movements and appearances about, and went away on finding we were on the watch. 
Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) EMMANUEL GEISLINGER. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 249. 


Consuiar Agent Hanson to Lieutenant Chapman. 
Sir, Victoria, Sherbro Island, September 8, 1858. 
SUPPLEMENTAL to my letter of the 3rd instant, I beg to inform you that I have the means of know- 
ing that one Bundunkah, a war Chieftain, has been heard to declare that he has been hired to pillage the factory 
and premises of one of the traders or merchants on this river, and that he intended to do so, so svon as a wound 
he had on his left hand should be healed. 

I have the honour, therefore, to request that before you proceed to sea to-morrow, you will be so good 
as to land Captain Hughes and the detachinenst of troops under his command at this Consulate ; and I would 
most respectfully propose, for the protection and greater efficiency of that officer and his command, that you 
will land, with them, one howitzer with suitable ammunition. 

] have, &e. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS W. HANSON. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 249. 
Memorandum. 


“ Spitfire,” off Victoria, Sherbro River, September 8, 1858. 

HIS Excel'ency Colonel Hill, the Governor of Sierra Leone, having requested me to embark yourself and 
twenty-two rank and file of the 1st West India Regiment, at Sierra Leone, for passage to this place to assist 
Mr. Hanson, Her Majesty's Consular Agent here, in arranging certain disputes among the natives, and the latter 
gentleman having ns ey a wish that you and your detachment should be landed at Victoria, you have my 
authority to disembark from Her Majesty's ship under my command, and place yourself under the orders of 
the said Mr. Hanson. Provisions for fourteen days will be supplied to you by the Assistant-Paymaster of the 
“ Spitfire.” 


(Signed) W. C. CHAPMAN, Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty's 
st-am-vessel © Spitfire,’ Senior Naval Officer present. 
To Captain Robert Hughes, Commanding the Detachment of the 


Ist West India Regiment, embarked on board Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Spitfire.” 





No. 250. 
Commander Hunt to Commodore Wise. 
(No. 129.) 
Sir, “ Alecto,”” Mesurado Roads, November 14,, 1858. 


INCLOSED is a correspondence with the Monrovian Government relative to 
the flagrant violations of their territory by a French vessel, which speaks for 
itself. | 

Inclosed also are the proceedings in the neighbourhood of the Gallinas, as 
ordered in your letter of the 26th August, which were closed before this occurred. 

You will perceive by them that Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, and 
Sandfish, King of Sugury, have lost no time since my visit in breaking all Treaties, 
and treating with contempt your threat of punishment; the Government here being 
in possession of plenty of ‘documentary evidence to prove the theft, confinement, 
and sale of slaves by these parties. 

' The captain of the French vessel acknowledged to the Attorney-General in 
presence of Lieutenant W. J. Walker, that he bought all the slaves he had on board, 
and gave up one boy to him on repayment of his price, 6/., and was imprudent 
enough to give a bill and receipt for the boy; thus proving that, besides violating 
the territory, he had exceeded his own Government authority. ' 

I will with this inclogure forward any further particulars I obtain before I 
catch the mail. I shall take no further steps in these matters until I receive orders 
from the senior officer or yourself, except preventing the natives leaving the beach 
about the Manna and Sugury, and adjacent places, as requested, 

I trust you will consider this correspondence of sufficient importance to warrant 
my _ oe you direct, and also (as ordered by my instructions) supplying the 

Lass A : 2P 


ly 
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Secretary of the Admiralty with copies, as I felt these responsibilities would require 
the presence of some officer of higher rank and a ania: than oo 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 250. 
The Secretary of State, Monrovia, to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, November 12, 1858. 

INTELLIGENCE has just reached us of the arrival in the neighbourhood of Cape Mount of a French 
vessel for the ostensible purpose of procuring free labourers, and it is reported that she ie thus operating in 
violation of the Law of Liberia regulating navigation, commerce, and revenue. 

The Government of Liberia is without an armed vessel, the “ Lark” having been sent to England for 
repairs ; therefore the President of Liberia directs me to communicate with you, and to request that you will, 
if you can possibly, make it convenient to go up and ascertain if a French vessel is thus operating on the 
Liberian coast contrary to the laws of Liberia, and, if so, that you will seize her and bring her into this port. 

The President pro) to send up with you the Attorney-General of Liberia, or some one else conversant 
with our laws, who will ascertain from information he may obtain at Cape Mount, if our laws have been 
contravened by the said French vesel. 

T have, &c. . 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 250. 
Commander Hunt to the Secretary of State, Monrovia. 


Sir, « Alecto, Mesurado Roads. Norenber 12. 1858. 
IN reply to your letter dated 12th November, on the part of the Government of Liberia, requesting me 
to prevent the laws of that Republic being violated by sume vessel that is reported to be receiving slaves at 
Sugury, which you also informed me is your lawful territory and duly recognized as such, 1 have to inform you 
I will comply with that request, and am ready to receive your Attorney-General and proceed to sea this evening 
at 9 pM. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT 





Inclosure 3 in No. 250. 


Commander Hunt to the President of Liberia. 
Sir, * Alecto,’ Mesurado Roads, November 14, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in compliance with your request, I have proceeded with Colonel 
Payne, your Attorney-General, to the neighbourhood of Cape Mount ; and off Manna Rock, two miles or less 
from the shore, I found the French ship “ heenix,” of Nantes, which had then already received a number of 
slaves (by the captain’s own confession) from Thomas Col2, Chief of Manna Rock. On examining his papers 
to ascertain his nationality I found he was duly authorized by the French Government, and that he pleaded 
ignorance of your territory, and promised to abstain from further proceedings until his Commodore and two 
other vessels arrived ; under these circuinstances my instructions prevented me interfering with her, “even . 
with slaves on board.” ‘You will obtain quite sufficient written evidence from Uolonel Payne to prove he has 
violated his own Government instructions. 
. I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 250. 
The President of Liberia to Commonder Hunt. 


Sir, Government House, Monrovia. November 15, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 14th instant, in which you 
Sante Uinbe to'suv ee the 15m wh lie deeded bes apa rt ped gece ro Rock, in compliance with 
le to you on instant. ally em! the present opportunity of expressing to 
in behalf of the Government and people of Liberia, the assurance of their patitade to Her Majesty’s 
Government, and to yourself particularly, for the prompt and judicious manner in which you have executed 
my request. ‘ 
9 I would feel much obliged if, in your despatches to your senior officer, you would give the information of 
Fe ene Nene Eee me ene pean aie aelpeatasen: af ites connate Seah. the 


» Py pnd matter, involvi i as sacred as life, he would, and the t. 
cb tabetis would Bad happy if be could, abe ik cetionh to bo ch te! fa tbs vialiy ef Masarcste When eke 
Commodore arrives. 


’ I have, ke. , 
(Signed) STEPHEN A. BENSON. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 250. 
Commander Hunt to the President of Liberia. 


Sir, “ Alecto," Mesurado Rigqds, November 15, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty's steam-sloop under my command is ordered to 
England, her period of service having expired, and I proceed to join my senior officer at Sierra Leone on 


Tuesday. 

I = also to inform you that Iam in communication with the Captain of the United States’ frigate 
“ Niagara,” relative to all that has occurred relating to the French ship “ Phoenix,” of Nantes, and that, as he is 
very far my superior in position, rank, and experience in the service that is now so actively co-operating with 
us, I have felt it my duty to consult him, and, at his request, shall furnish him with copies of the correspon- 
dence, aud trust you will do thé same, that he may be enabled to lay them before his Government and solicit its 
good offices in your support. ‘ 

As I have requested the mail to remain till noon of this day for the convenience of all parties you will see 
the necessity of despatch. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 250. 


Orders addressed to Commander Hunt. 


By Charles Wise, Esquire, Commodore, 2nd Class, and Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships and vessels forming 
the African squadron, 


I HAVE received your correspondence reporting the re-opening of the Slave Trade in the Gallinas by 
certain Spaniards, who have erected barracoons and are collecting slaves for foreign exportation, and also a 
correspondence from Acting Commanding Fitzroy, of the “Childers,” on the same subject. 

In order to suppress all endeavours to renew the Slave Trade in the Gallinas, you are hereby required 
and directed to proceed there in the “ Alecto,” when so ordered by Commander Close, the Senior Officer on the 
North Coast, with the view of pointing out to Prince Mannah and Sandfish, King of Sugury (erroneously called 
in your Report, Saltfish) the punishment they will receive by any breach of their Treaty engagement with 
England forbidding the Slave de in their dominions. You will endeavour to hold an interview with the 
Chiefs and people in question, and inform them that, as England has determined to suppress the Slave Trade, if 
they continue to engage in it contrary to their solemn promises, they must only expect the most severe punish- 
ments, such as they received on former occasions. 

Tn vols, viii and iz of “ Hertslet’s Treaties,” you will observe the engagements in question at the under- 
mentioned pages, viz., pages 3, 24, 55, 977, and 980 of vol. viii, and pages 30 and 31 of vol. ix. 

In accordance with those Treaties, you will call upon the Chiefs of the Gallinas and King Sandfish to 
deliver up all white men, and others engaged in foreign Slave Trade within their territory, and also slaves 
confined in barracoons for foreign exportation. You will give them a written notice to this effect, and allow 
them a certain period to comply therewith. In the event of their refusing to comply with their solemn 
Treaties, you will notify to them that, on my being informed of their breach of faith, I shall send small gun- 
boats up the river to burn their villages, and destroy their people ; but that if they comply with their engage- 
ments, they will always enjoy the friendship and protection of England. 

The particulars contained in section 7, page 18 of the “Book of Instructions for the Suppression of the 
Slave Trade,” are to be carefully adhered to in the execution of these orders. 

You are forbidden to enter into any hostilities with the natives, except in self-defence, or to cross the bar of 
the river in unfavourable weather. 

You will sound the passage into the Gallinas river, if possible making a chart of the channel, and furnishing 
me with every information that may facilitate an attack on the Chiefs of the Gallinas by gun-boats, if your 
uegotiation and peaceful measures fail to induce them to comply with their Treaties, 

Given on board the “ Vesuvius,” off Kilongo, the 16th of, August, 1858. 

(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
To Commander James Hunt, ‘ ; 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Aleeto.” 





Inclosure.7 in No. 250. 
Commander Hunt to Commodore Wise. : 


Sir, : ** Alecto.” off Solyman River, November 6, 1858. 
INCLOSED is a gon of the proceedings I have been directed by you, in your letter of the 16th of 
August, to execute, and having in it stated matters just as they occurred, I now venture to give my own 
opinion of the affair, and also my idea of the character, d&c., of the parties, in the hope it red be of some use. 
With regard to Slave Trade in and about the Gallinas neighbourhood, I do not certain that 
have abandoned that trade, but I believe they have not done anything yet, and I think also that the Manna 
river and Sugury are the most likely places for the attempt to he made 
I am not quite certair of the good faith and veracity of Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, or the son,of 


et gc de they always gave evasive answers on slave subjects, and about the brigantine 


Monetel 
Chief of Gallinas, Prince Mannah, a] Chief and » and 

Iystn all in Gouple thevoughly water kis cate ands oo daaba che grost tno bi gard Satan 
2 
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the number of petty Chiefs he can assemble has a great deal more power and extent of territory than any of 
the others ; he speaks English tolerably, and by his own account was well acquainted with the former Governors 
of Sierra Leone anl the Commodores of this station. I think he will keep his word. 

Prince Mannah had given him a silver medal, about 3 inches in diameter, when the Treaty was signed, 
hearing on one side the Royal arms with an inseription, and on the other side a bust of Her Majesty the 
Queen ; this he lost when the boat capsized, and he is anxious to get it replaced, which [ respectfully 
suggest it would be a policy to do, if possible, with some suitable present and letter at the suue time 
as a condolence for the loss of his son. 

T would also respectfully recommend to your notice, for 2 Humane Society's medal, Jack Ropeyarn the 
First, the coxswain of this boat, and second Head Krooman, as he saved the life of the Prince, and supported the 
son for a considerable time. 

George Robins, King of Manna river, is a very old servant of the Government: as informant, &e., having 
lots of books from officers of this station in former times, and helped the * Waterwiteh” to several exptures, he 
would be a yery useful man if encouraged, and L have found him the most trasiworthy of all the Chiets. and his 
word may be relicd on. I have given a certifieate to show to any officers who may be stationcd here ; he is an 
ally of Prince Mannuh’s, and is responsible that no war parties cross the river's mouth to the northward. 

Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, is a yellow man, very deceitful, and fond of all sorts of subturfuges 
and evasions, and not to be trusted : he has got a good many towns, and is powerful and inclined to inischief. 
He seems te have King Sandtish and son under his thumb in some way. 

Sandfish, King of Sugury, is a fine specimen of an old black Chief, but has apparent’y gone down in the 
world ; his son will be a troublesome customer by-and-bye. IT think Sandfish would be honest if it was not 
for the influence of Cole ; this emigration and some other business seems to have tie! them together. 

In conclusion, I send a list of things I was obliged to use of my own, or tae up of the pu master, whieh 
are charged ayainst me for presents to these Chiefs and their followers, or as ‘ood for them at the pulavers ; 
and T trust you will move the Admiralty to grant me payment for thet, as Prsed the most careful esonomy in 
the expenditure of them, as you will see, and had much trouble to resist constant bering. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) JAMES TUNTY. 

£ud 
Bread, 16 Ibs. at 2d. . ‘ = es ie a 028 
Pork, 20 Ibs., at 4d... sa ss : a 0 6 8 
Beef, 28 lbs., at 4d... ov , p Po aa oo 4 
Sugar, 3lbs., at 3d... ‘ ‘ Px i x oo 9 
Shirts, 3 in number, at ls. Sd... és ds Fe 3 0 5.0 
Shoes, 2 pair, at 7v. 6d. . din «¢ is ag 015 0 
White caps, 2 in number, Ly. 44. / oe ses , 2 28 
‘Tobacco, FO |bs., at ly. aK a6 os ee om 010 0 
Half-dozen ale is ; ae 0 6 0 
Half-dozen sherry. . cm : ps : O18 O 
3 gallons rum, at 4s. per gallon we a sf 01 0 
2 muskets, ly. 8 each 5 7 2 a Re k ¥Y 6 

£i 10 7 





Inclosure 8 in No. 250. 


Commander Hunt to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, « Alecto,” off Solyman River, Norember 6, 1858. 

IN compliance with your orders, received through Commander F. A, Close, T proceeded from Sierra Leone 
on the 15th Octoker, and arrived off Gallinas on the 17th, and observed the “Spitfire” anchored off Manna 
river, 10} miles to the southward of Gallinas. I proceeded towards her and communicated, and was informed 
that most of the Chiefs connected with the neighbourhood of the Gallinas on the south side, were to be seen 
and communicated easily with in that river ; and as the bar of the Manna river had been made tolerably safe 
for boats by a Mr. Kent, a coloured American, a resident on an island inside the bar about a mile, he having 
widened and deepened the channel by a cutting, I anchored and dispatched a canoe to examine the bar, and 
likewise inform the Chiefs that I wished to communicate with them. 

The canoe returned the next morning, and informed ine that the bar was safe for boats, and that a Chief 
named Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock (vide page 981, vol. viii of “ Hertslet’s Treaties”), would come off to 
the ship to hold palaver, if a boat was sent for him in the morning. 

A boat was sent at the appointed time. and Thomas Cole and an interpreter came on board at 10 a.m. of 
the 19th instant. In the interview with this Chief no mention at first was made relative to the Slave Trade ; 
but he was told that you wished to know what was the cause of the present disturbed state of the country, and 
why the poorer class of natives were driven from their homes on the coast into the interior 

In reply, he stated that Prince Mannah’s people of Gallinas had rebelled against him and plundered his 
town, and Prince Mannah had accused Thomas Cole's people of doing it, and Shanisee (son and successor of the 
Shanisee mentioned in vol. viii, page 981, of * Hertslet’s Treaties”) of being an instigator of this rebellion. He, 
Thomas Cole, accuses Shanisce also of urging Prince Mannah to make war on him. 

Thomas Cole also complains that they have been forcibly robbed of part of their territory in the neighbour- 
hood of Cape Mount by the Monrovian Government, and although they complained of it five years back by 
letter, to the Government of Sierra Leone, they have had no redress, neither have they received any of the money 
promised them by Commodore Fanshawe when they signed the Treaty, neither has the factory, consul, or 
schoolmaster been sent them as was promised ; that he, the Chief, considers himself under British protection and 
flag, but has nothing to do with the Monrovians; that they were African gentlemen, and were neither 
liberated slaves nor Kroo-hoys, and that they would fight the Monrovian Government for their lund, if they 
could not get justice otherwise. 

I then cautiously informed him that it was reported they had Iately be:n breaking the Treaty by collecting 
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and selling slaves: he then confessed he had been selling emigrants to the French, with other Chiefs ; but he 
denies selling slaves, or having any in his possession. He also confessed that a Traffic in Slaves did go on some- 
times, between the Soosoos and natives about Sierra Leone and the Pongas, by land and by canoes, with this 
neighbourhood ; he stated that, as they had not been told by the British Government, and as no man-of-war 
had interfered, he did not know it was wrong supplying the French with emigrants ; and he also acknowledged 
that the mode of capture and delivery of the emigrants was exactly the same as the slaves ; and on still clorer 
questioning him, he was not quite positive that they were all French ships with Government authority that 
received them. 

On the morning of the 20th, by agreement, I visited the Chief Thomas Cole. at his town. «hont five miles 
up the south-west bank of the Manna river, and there met the old King Sandlish, ef Sugury, aud his son and 
successor, young Sandfish, and about six minor Chiefs. I fully explained to them the business Twas s nt upen. 
and laid particular stress on the wish of Her Majesty’s Government that they should keep the peice among 
themselves, and use their utmost endeavours to stop the Slave Trade, and that they ought to Lave known, and 
I believe they did know, that the manner in which they had taken their people and sold them for slaves. under 
the name of emigrants, was a breach of the Treaty, and that taking men prisoners, either in war, or for debt, 
or on any pretence whatever, and tying them with 2 rope, or fastenmg them with a chain, and putting them in 
a vessel against their will, was nothing more nor less than Slave Trade ; and that Her Majesty's Government 
were fully prepared and determined, by virtue of the power given them by the Treaty, to stop all such 
proceedings in future by force ; that if their people committed great offences they must punish them hy their 
country laws, but not by slavery. 

No attempt was made to deny any of these offences brought to their notice, but they requested that 1 
would come the next day to the sand-spit inside the bar, on the south-west side, and mect as many Chiefs as could 
be collected from their side (south), and that I would summon the Chics, their enemies, from the opposite side, 
(north), which T promised to do on condition that they should bring no arms or vrmed followers, which they 
consented to, provided T wouldarm my own men, Before returning from the Chief, Tom Coles’ town. 1 walked 
round it and examined the defences: it consisted of a circular double stockade of split trunks of trees driven in 
the ground, the solid part bemg about fourteen feet or more high, and about fourteen feet above that a net- 

~work of bamboo, rattan, and a kind of cane creeper; the lower part of the stockade is so closcly put together 

us to ouly leave room for the muzzle of a musket: it has no ditch round it,and [should consider that a 
20 Ib, powder-hag hanked up sgainst the stockade with two or three sind-bags would opon an entrance in any part 
of it. recollecting that you would have to force an entrance in the sune wey in the second stockade, ‘Uhe stockade 
entircly surrounds the town, and occupies about two and a half aeres. and is about 200 yards from the river. 
and the landing-place about five flet above the level of the water: but as you approw h it coming up the river 
you ste the tops of the houses ahout 400 or 500 yards off, although when you are at the linding-phice you 
cannot see anything of the town, On returning down the river. being informed that) Robins. King of Manna 
river, Who chiims the bar and the north-east, or right, bank of the river, was at home at his town, which is just 
opposite the bar on the vight bank, and woull be much annoyed if [did not call and see hin. and as he was one 
of the opposite party. | considered it Prudent at once to visit and pucify him. T called at bis place, and atter 
explaining to him, as Thad to the other Chief, at the appointed place the next day. 

King Robins also lives in a stockaded town, shont three-quirters of an acre inside. ina squore with 
abutments to flank the sides, if requisite ; the stockade is not anite twelve feet high of the solid part. ond the 
fence above shout the same height: it is only a sing'e stockade, and not so well made as cither of the stockiades 
of Thomas Coles ; it is ouly about twenty yards from the bank, an} can he apprea hed hy paddle-bex boats. 1 
then returned to the ship, 

The next day T proceeded in the paddle box boat over the bar, and the Chiefs, Thomas Cole, Young S:ndfish, 
and George Robins, arrived here at the same time ; after some little altereation among them, Robins ide peace 
with the opposite party, Sandfish and Cole, on condition that the other Chicts of his side elso came to terms. 
We then had a long discussion on the iflairs and trade of the neighbourhood. and agreed that a final meeting 
should be held the next day at the same time, in which Robinson undertook to produce all the Chiefs of his 
side, excepting Prince Mannah, of Gallinas, whom, as he lived too far off, they suggested I should go round to the 
Gallinas to see. 

The next day (the 23rd) we met at the rendezvous at the same time. There were presented the Chiefs 
Thomas Co'e, of Manna Rock ; Sandtish, of Sugury ; and the son of Sandtish, and several minor Chiefs, all of 
south bank of the river: also George Robins, King of Manna River and the Bar ; Shanisee, near the Solyman ; 
Kameo Paleo, Chief of the Head of the River, an influential man ; Kaba Fina, Walkeree (inferior Chiets), and 
others, all of the north side of the river, and a large number of influential Chiefs. seme of whose children can 
read and speak English. : 

The paddle-box boat was anchored a little way off the bank, to prevent her heing crowded. Robins, 
King of Manna river, produced the original Treaty, which was read, and compared with that in Vol. viii. of 
“ Hertslet’s Treaties,” in presence of the natives, and translated to them, and found to be correct and perfectly 
understood, 

I then addressed them on the subject of their wars and Slave Trade, pointing out to thei how one caused 
the other, and how they both, united, caused poverty, misery, desolation, and stagnation of trade in Africa, and 
that it would ever remain so until they acted up to the spirit and letter of thar Treaty ; and that they need not 
imagine that the Chiefs would be able to pursue this course any Jonger, for that Great Britain had the power 
and the right to stop them, and was determined to use it. 1 also explained to them the alliance, iu reality, 
between the two words, Slave Trade and emigration. . 

They asked me, in return, how they were to live when Slave Trade and emigration were abolished, for the 
thing appeared very difficult to them. The way in which they put this question, nd their manner, showed me 
that they considered it an unanswerable reason for their having acted as they had done. In reply, I first asked 
them whether, after selling slaves, they distributed the profits amongst their people, or whether they retained it 
all themselves, for tke purpose of further purchases of slaves and arms, and wasted the remainder in the indul- 
gence of drunkenness and gluttony ; to which they made no reply. 

I then fully explained to them the absurdity of such ideas, and asked them to point out to me any benefit 
they had derived from the large profits of their last exportation of what they falsely called “emigrants.” I 
also pointed out to them that by cultivation of cotton, rice, and other tropical produce, by learning arts of 
husbandry, by trade in ivory, skins, dye-woods, palm oil, ground nuts, &c., from the interior, and learning the 
arts of peace, instead of war, and instead of driving their people out of their country, keeping them at home, 
they would, in the end, be happier, richer, and more prosperous ; and I laid particular stress on the cultivation 
of cotton, of which they seem to have more than I have observed in other parts of Africa, a great deal of native 
cloth being made in their villages. 
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Having finished my address to the Chiefs, they, in reply, stated they had nothing to say against what I 
told them, and that they promised faithfully to abide by the Treaty ; but at the same time, to prevent being 
blamed wrongfully, they wished the Government would send a Consul to live in their river, to see who were 
the parties who broke the Treaty, so that all should not be blamed for one, and that when one was detected, the 
Government weve welcome to burn him out, and that they would help to do it, ‘ 

They then commenced a series of complaints of small offences — one another, which I persuaded them 
to forgive, leaving two orly, which they promised to settle ; one is the liberation of a man belonging to Kameo 
Padeo, of Pharo, at the head of the river, who was held prisoner by Thomas Cole ; and the other a son of 
Walkeree, a subject of Cole’s, who is made a prisoner by Prince Mannah, of Gallinas, for sle-ping with one of 
his wives. This case is rather a curious one, showing the extraordinary habits of these native Chiefs. The - 
man, it appears, was passing through a village belonging to Priuce Mannah, in which was one of his (reported) 
304: wives, and induced her to be unfaithful to Mannah, on which he (Manneh) made hima prisoner, and declared 
he would not let him be redeemed by another man, which appeared to be the custom, but that he would sell 
him to an emigrant ship. Here old King Sandfish begged to contradict the statement about Mannah having 
only 300 wives, but that it was through Mannah trying to double and treble that number that this war occurred, 
as the people were in revolt because there were no womcn left for them. 

They again complained that the Monrovian Government had taken by force their territory by Cape Mount, 
and that they complained of it to the Colonial Government five years back, a copy of which I inclose, viz. :— 

“This is to acknowledge the Government that we are in a great astonishment in hearing from the Governor 
of Cape Mount that our land was delivered to him by the Queen of England, so far as Cape Palmer, and extend 
to Seabar ; but certainly knew that while we already abased under the British Government, we saw the *Mericans 
came and asked us for a piece of land, but there was a war in our country, so accordingly to their request 
we protested if they shall assist us and subdue against our enemies they shall have a piece of land, and while they 
hear the fame of onr enemies, they run and leave us; so we fought and prevail against our enemies without no 
assistance from them ; and in the end of our battle they came and informed us that a schooner was delivered to 
the Governor of Cape Mount by the Queen of England to protect from ee Mount to Seabar. 

“Therefore IT conclude to know from the British Government whether it was the Queen that delivered 
my land into the’Mericans. We acknowledge that England alone did assist in our battle. This letter is 
dispatched by King Robins. George Cole, and James Cole Morison.” (Written June 25, 13853 ) 

They also complain that the yearly payment promised them by Commodore Fanshawe, said to be 1,000 
dollars. has not been distributed amongst them, and that the Factory Missionary establishment and school has 
never been sent to them, and on questioning them, they promised to give the required land, and sufficient for 
a farm to maintain these people. 

In conclusion, some confessed, and some positively declared, that the bottom of all these disturbances was 
the French system of emigration that had been carried out in their territory, and would not deny, as they 
expressed it, that other bad things had been done, and that a complete stoppage of all that system would 
restore quiet to the country. 

They explained to me voluntarily the way in which the slaves in the “ Regina Celi” rose upon the crew. 
This explanation was given, unasked for, by some angry under-Chiefs present, without the consent of the Chiefs 
above-mentioned, and who afterwards acknowledyed it to be true. 

The way it was done was in this manner :— After the vessel had been supplied with so-called emigrants 
(the principal supplier being Thomas Cole), the Chiefs sent a letter in the Vey language to those on board, 
telling them that now the Chiefs were paid, they might rise and free themselves as soon as they liked, which 
they did by making an attack in the meal-hour, and passing arms on deck from below. They killed all the 
crew about the decks, but some got up aloft. The cook killed six with a knife. They would not run the ship 
on shore for fear the Chiefs should benefit by the wreck, and also seize them. Several of the heads of the 
Frenchmen killed were laying about the beach for some time afterwards, and they are now reported to be 
exhibited about the country. 

Those that escaped are some of them now at Monrovia, and they declare they are only sorry they did not 
rise at the time the Chiefs were on board receiving aa entertainment from the French captain for their villanous 
proceedings, and thus destroy buyer and seller at one blow. 

This statement was made before all the Chiefs (and applauded by many of the under ones) by a younger 
son of King Sandfish, who speaks English well, and produces good certificates as a steward from Commodores 

- Fanshawe, Jones, and several other officers formerly serving on this station. 

The palaver broke up about 4 p.m., all having promised to keep the Treaty, and be friends with each other. 
Some shot and shell were fired at a target on shore, at the det Se of the Chiefs, and it was agreed before the 
departed, that I should tuke Robins on the 24th instant to Gallinas Bar, to bring about an interview wit! 
Prince Mannah on the same subject, to finally conclude the matter. 

On the morning of the 24th a paddle-box boat was sent over the bar, and brought off the Chief George 
Robins ; and I proceeded under steam, lowest grade, and anchored before noon off the northern bar of the 
Gallinas, and sent a canoe and whaler to examine the bar. 

We found that the old bar which we had formerly been in the habit of entering by, was blocked up by 
a ridge of sand about thirty yards wide at high water, and two new bars formed to the southward of it, he it 
half-a-mile apart, and about the same width. The old entrance, by being blocked up, has made a tolerably calm 
and safe landing- especially at high water, and our canoe and whaler landed there easily and safely to 
examine the bars from the shore. Whilst the whaler was doing this, the canoe was hauled across the sand- 
spit, and sent on to Prince Mannah, the Chief Robins taking a ye in her. 

On the morning of the 12th he returned, bringing me a letter from Prince Mannah, a copy of which I 
inclose, viz. :— 


“Commander J. Hunter, Esq. 


*- Honourable Sir, *“ Gallinas, Gandamah, October 25, 1858. 

“ Having heard of your arrival in my country yesterday through King Robbin, I beg to congratulate it, 
and I shall be exceedingly glad to accommodate you through the river to-morrow, p.v., in one of the towns 
called Minna, in which I shall be Sone uel to-morrow, by the help of God, because I have heard also 
further that it will be your earnest wish to see me, and all the Chiefs and petty Chiefs of this side of the 
country. . 

“ However, Captain, I need not occupy your pee time, but I beg to conclude, in which my brothera 
and family joins me in love to send our respects and compliments to you and all your family. 

(Signed) “PRINCE MANNAH, 
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“P.S.—I beg to remind you that my river is excecding winding, and consequently the Kroo canoe and 
the people were unable to return back on board. However, please to have them excused, 
(Signed) “PRINCE MANNAH.” 


They also reported the southern bar passable at high water, and I proceeded on the morning of the 27th 
to visit Prince Mannah at the town of Minuer, crossing the sand-spit instead of going over the bar, about two 
miles up the north bank of the Gallinas river. T arrived there about 10 Am, and Prince Mannah arrived, 
accompanied by a considerable number of Chiefs and people, at noon. 

The palaver was held under a large lime-tree inside the town, and during the palaver many Chiefs under 
Mannab’s jurisdiction arrived. After the country customs had been gone through of drumming, &c., usual at 
a palaver, I was informed they were ready to hear what I had to say. I commenced my address by explaining 
to them the orders I was acting under, by explaining the Treaties to them, and also the particulars of the 
palaver held at Manna river, of which Prince Mannah told me he was fully aware. He then positively 
assured me that he had never broken the Treaty since he had signed it, and that the last time he ever shipped 
any negroes was nine years back, and that was in an emigrant ship. He declared that the reason some of his 
towns had been deserted by the inhabitants was on account of King Sandfish and Thomas Cole, of Manna 
Rock, having sent bands of robbers into his territory without any provocation or warning whatever. A 
rumour having reached him that Sandfish was getting together men to attack him, according to the country 
custom he sent five pieces of white country cloth to Sandtish, which is the same zs telling a man you know 
he is going to make war upon you, and to ask his reasons for doing so. Sandtish kept the cloths, and returned 
no answer, @ proceeding contrary to all custom in this country ; and the first notice that Prince Mannah got of 
his intention was one of his large towns called Gandamah (pronounced Gindimmah), at the source of the river, 
about twelve miles up, being attacked by about seventy-five men, at atime when all his (Prince Mannah’s) 
men were out of the town, and Prince Mannah sick in bed. 

The town of Gandamah being a strong double-stockaded place, occupying about four or five acres of ground, 
was defended for some time by the boys and old men, Prince Mannah meanwhile being carried out, and 
escaping with his servants, The attacking party then succeeded in climbing over the barricades, there being 
little or no resistance, and obt.iined possession for a considerable time, destroying a great deal of property which 
they could not carry away (the marks of which were plainly visible when I visited the town after the palaver 
with the Chief). Meanwhile, after Prince Mannah’s escaye from the town, he was not idle; but speedily 
collecting his people, cut off their retreat by taking possession of the places on the Solyman and Gallinas rivers, 
which they crossed to make this attack, and succeeded in capturing or destroying nearly the whole of the 
marauders, some twelve or thirteen of whom he has now prisoners. You will observe, in a previous part of this 
correspondence, that Thomas Cole had complained that Prince Mannah held one mun only of his a prisoner, and 
that Sandfish also states that it was Mannah’s own poople—thus plainly showing they were ashamed to 
acknowledge the Josses they had suffered. Upon my telling Mannah that Cole and Sandftish had stated that it 
was his (Mannah’s) people who had committed these piratical acts, he and his Chiefs ridiculed the idea, and told me 
they would settle that matter, by showing the prisone:s to myself and the interpreter when I reached their 
town ; and having scen the said prisoners, I feel quite satistied of the truth of Mannah's statement of this 
matter. 

Mannah further stated that, with regard to collecting people for slives or emigrants, he had nothing to do 
with it, but referred me to Cole and Sandfi-h, who had been lately supplying them to the French and others. 
He also stated that they had tried to involve him by sending vessils to call at the Gallinas to ask for emigrants. 
He declared himself ready, at all times, to meet any accusation or breach of Treaty by himself or his subjects, 
and defied any one to prove it ; and stated he believed that the information that had heen sent against him 
to Sierra Leone, had been coneocted by some Monrovians at Cape Mount, at the instigation of Sandtish 
and Cole. 

He and his Chiefs then made a long complaint agains‘ the Monrovian Government, about President 
Roberts having told him that the Queen of England had given them a war-schooner for the purpose of levyin 
duties and taxes on the whole of the coast, from Cape Palmas to Shebar river, and that he (Mannah) hac 
already been obliged to refuse to receive a cargo of goods consigned to him because an attempt was made to levy 
duty on it, and also anchorage dues, off his own coast. Besides this, they also complained that they had been 
forcibly deprived of their territory, in the neighbourhood of Cape Mount, under pretence of some purchase 
having been made of it from Chiek, who had no right to sell it, and thut it was in consequence of the tyrannical 
and oppressive proceedings of the Monrovian Government that the trade was stopped on this part of the coast ; 
and that they wished to appeal to the British Government, to know whether these proceedings had been sanc- 
tioned by ¢he Queen of England, on whose good faith and protection they had relied. 

In conclusion, Prince Mannah expressed his willingness to do all he was asked for the purpose of restoring 

to the country, by giving up the only prisoner Cole had demanded and asked for, named Bocaibon, on 
condition that Cole should deliver up to this ship, to be returned to him, the man named Mordieu, whom Cole had 
seized for no cause whatever. 

I visited the town of Gandamah that evening, and returned to the ship the next morning, and proceeded 
in the ship to the Manna river, where I arrived the same evening and anchored, and landed King Robins, and 
the next morning, the 29th, dispatched the accompanying letter to Thomas Cole, viz. :— 


“ Sir, “ Alecta,” off Manne River, October 29, 1858. 

“T have to inform you that, agreeable to your own proposal made to me, in presence of the Chiefs of this 
river, on the 22nd of this month, Prince Mannah is willing to liberate Bocaibon, on condition that you liberate, 
as you promised, the man you have belonging to him (Mannah). By your doing this all the war that has 
occurred is to be considered as settled, and no Chief is to cross the river and attack another. If he does he 
will make the British Government his enemy. 

“You will, therefore, deliver up to the officer I send with this letter, the prisoner in your possession, belong- 
ing to Prince Mannah, and I shall take him to the Gallinas, and bring your man back, tuking care not to deliver 


up one man until I have got the other.” 
(Signed) “JAMES HUNT, Commander. 
“ To Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock.” } \ 


And not receiving the prisoner, I dispatched, on the morning of the 30th, the following letter, viz. :— 


“Sir, : “ Alecto,” off Manna River, October 30, 1858. 
“ Yesterday the following letter was addressed to you, viz. : 
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“ ¢Sir, “* Alecto, off Manna River, Ovtoher 29, 1858 

**T have to in‘orm you, that agreeable to your own pro made to me in } resence of the Chiefs of this 
river, on the 22nd of this month, Prince nah is willing to liberate Bocaibon, on condilion that you 
liberate, as you promised, the man you have belonging to him (Mannah). By your doing this all the war that 
has occurred is to be considered as settled, and no Chief is to cross the river and attack anci er. If he does he 
will make the British Government his enemy. 

“You will, therefore, deliver up to the officer I send with this letter, the prisoncr in your por%ession, 
belonging to Prince Mannah, and I shall take him to the Gallinas, and bring your man back, taking care not to 
deliver up one man until I have got the other. 

(Signed) “'JAMES HUNT, Commander. 
***To Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock.’ 


“To which you returned an answer : first, that the prisoner you had belonging to Mannah was at anocher 
of your towns up the river; then that you did not know where he was, and then that Sandtish had got him, 
and that I had better go there for him, thus proving that all your words and promises made before the Oliefs ~ "7 
at the palaver were lies. { have niso fully satisfied myself that you and King Sandfish are the cause of all the 
disturbances in this country. You told me that Prince Mannah had got one of your people a prisoner ; but 
you never told me that he had got thirteen out of the seventy-five thieves that you sent to plunder his town in 
a time of peace and without any provocation, some forty of which very justly Jost their lives in this expedition. 
I, therefore, give you full and fair notice that you have broken faith with me, and also with the British Govern- 
ment, and that no dependence can be placed on the truth of any of your statements; and that if you do not 
immediatery produce the man you tod me yourself you had belonging to Prince Mannah, and promise for the 


future never to break the Treat: in, you may shortly expect a visit from the Commodore, who, I trust, will 
make a clean sweep of such a robjsér, liar, and thief, as you have proved yourself 
‘ (Sigued) “JAMES HUNT. Commander. 


To Thomas Col , King of Manna Rock.” 
5 


On the 31st weighed and procesded to Sugury, and sent canoe in todemand prisoner of Sandfish ; 2°15 p.m. 

canoe returned withthe prisoner. Weighed and proceeded to Manna river for the purpose of identifying the 
wisoner. 

; On the morning of the Ist of November, King Robins came on board and identified the prisoner as the 

(proper man, Weighed, with King Robins on board, and proceeded to Gallinas for the purpose of seeing Prince 

Staak) exchanging the prisoners, and finally settling this business. 

On argiving off the Gallinas, I anchored in 6} fathoms off the northernmost bar, but found the bar so much 
changed that [ could scarcely recognise any of the features of their former shaj.e; the bay formed by the old 
bar Leing’blocked up, as mentioned previously, was, however, the same, and as both new bars appeared unsafe, 
T landed as before in this bay and hauled my boat across the sand-spit, and proceeded to Gandamah to visit 
Prince Maunah ; King Robins, and the liberated prisoner Mordieu, accompanying me in the boat. I arrived at 
Gandamah the same afternoon, and had a long interview with Prince Mannah and his Chiefs, who appeared 
1nuch astonisheil at the quick ness, power, and influence Her Majesty's ships have of executing orders given and 
prupises made ; aul they assured me that these proceedings would have the greatest beneficial effect on the 
surrounding corniry for peace, and that they were extremely grateful to Her Majesty’s Government and your- 
self; that had you not sent a man-of-war to make peace amongst them, both parties were preparing for a war 

at would have involved every Chief from Cape Mount to Shebar river, and that could I remain a day at his 
place I would see the large number of Chiefs that would assemble to rejoice at this news; but that now all 
parties had peace, and fear would keep each Chief from commencing a quarrel. That they trusted the Com- 
modore would visit this part of the coast himself occasionally to hear their grievances, especially how their 
trade was destroyed by the oppression of the Monrovian Government ; and no trade could or wad be done, 
they having already refused to receive a large cargo of cotton goods on that account, until these unlawfol 
exactions are stopped, and that if something was not soon done, disturbances would take place between them 
ard the Monrovian Government, with whom they appear much exasperated. 

The palaver broke up ; Prince Mannah expressing a wish to return with me to the ship the next morning 
for the purpose of visiting a man-of-war ; and the prisoner Bocaibon was liberated and placed in my charge 
to be delivered to Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, on our return. 

The next morning I commenced my return to the ship with Prince Mannah, his son, King Robin, and two 
Chiefs, accompanying me. Prince Mannah wished to cross the bar, but at the advice of my second head 
Krooman, coxswain of the boat, I objected on account of the danger, the bar appearing too rough, and I 
returned as I landed, by hauling the boat over the spitjof the old bar, and launching her under shelter of a 
small sand-spit which enables you to lay on your oars and watch the rollers, atarting immediutely the heaviest 
has jbroken ; in two trips all reached the ship safely. The ship’s company were exercised at general quarters 
and other evolutions, at the request of the Prince and Chiefs whilst on board, and I did all in my power to 
gratify their wants and wishes. 

it 5-30, Prince Maunah, his son, and two Chiefs, and one follower, left the ship in our whale-boat, manned 
7, four Kroomen, and steered by my second head Krooman (the man who has always charge of all the boats of 
this ship, as pilot, which cross these bars, and who is always correct in his judgment and trusted by myself 
and officers with confidence), with orders not to cross the bar but land at the bay, and when inside the river to 
take the Prince where he wished. On nearing the bay, the Prince commanded the coxswain to steer for the 
bar, which the coxswain objected to, as he considered it dangerous ; but, on being repeatedly commande: to do 
so by Prince Mannah, at last obeyed, and they soon found the folly of not listening to advice ; as the first sea 
rose, the Prince and Chiefs, instead of sitting still, stood up, got alarmed, and rolled over to leeward on the top ! 
of the lee oars, thus preventing the crew from using them, and partly helping ‘to capsize her (otherwise, the 
Kroomen declare the boat would even then have escaped), thus casting all hands into the surf.. 

Our paddle-box boat and cutter were out and in the water to the rescue in less than two minutes from the 
accident being reported, and saved the boat and all hands except Prince Mannah’s son, ¢ fine, promising young 
man, who had been educated at Sierra Leone, and Would have been of great service to his countrymen had 
his life been spared. All the parties were brought on board and attended by Mr. C. McShane, Surgeon, and 
clothed and Janded the next morning safely in the bay as previously although the surf was actually 
much worse than when the accident occurred. 

Prince Manuah declared that the accident was entirely the fault of his own headstrong will, and that he 
alone w::s to b!ame, and Ropeyarn, the coxswain and second head Krooman, saved his lite, and also fora consider- 
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able time supported his son ; the other Kroomen behaved well in sticking to their boat and saving her from 
being reali y to pieces, so that she was picked up outside the surf. 

T much regret that after these negotiations were brought to a close an accident of this sort should 
have occurred, but at the same time feel thankful that it beyond the control of myself or officers ; 
as, during this duty you have employed me upon, our boats have crossed the bars of Gallinas and Manna 
upwards of twenty or thirty times without a single accident, but on all occasions manned by Kroomen, and 
_— and commanded by the second head Krooman, with positive orders not to be interfered with by any 
officer. 

On the 3rd I proceeded with King Robins and the liberated prisoner to Manna river, and anchored off 
there the same evening : the bar being unsafe they remained on board. 

On the forenoon of the 4th the paddle-box boat in charge of Lieutenant Walker and Kroomen, with King 
Robins and the liberated prisoner Bocaibon, were, agreeable to previous arrangement, sent up the river to 
Sawooloo, Thomas Cole’s town, King Robin accompanying him as a witness to the final and last act, the 
restoration of prisoner Bocaibon, which is to be considered as the end of all the previous wars and disturbances 
here. ‘i 

Lieutenant Walker was ordered to inform Thomas Cole that, as Sandfish had given up the prisoner he had, 
no more would be thought of his falsehoods and evasions, but that he had better be more careful, for if he is 
found breaking the peace or treaty he will assuredly be punished. _ 

On the 5th Lieutenant Walker returned to the ship, the bar bemg too rough for him to return the 
previous evening, and having also much altered in its shape. Lieutenant Walker informed me that he had 
executed all the orders sati rily ; that Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, was glad to receive his man 
back, and expressed his gratitude, but himself and Sandfish still persist that they did not connive at the war 
with Mannah ; they, however, formerly acknowledged that sometimes their young men make war without their 
consent : this is their best excuse for the transaction. They all, however, expreas‘their gratitude to you for 
sending a ship to make peace, which they consider now as concluded, I add to this copies of a letter from 
Sandfish, and a receipt from Cole. 

The remainder of your orders relative to the surveys of Gallinas, position of the towns, and the best mode 
of proceeding should hostile measures be required at any time, will be made the subject of separate reports. 

Lieutenants Walker and Lacy, who have been employed examining the bars, &c., have had all their 
endeavours frustrated by the conr‘ant changing of the bars, but will shortly have finished rough charts of the 
rivers inside Gallinas and Manna. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HONT. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 250. 
King Sandfish to Commander Hunt. 
Sir, \ \ Sugury, October 30, 1858. 
I HAVE received your letter this afternoon, and with haste I inclosed you this letter. I am willing to 
send you the man that Prince Mannah was spoken about with man of my son, and he will told you all the 
circonstance of this matter ; but the said man he is not home to-day, else I will send him to-day ; but I will 
sent after him this evening, and I will sent to you by to-morrow. If you will mind all the store that the 
blackman have to say, you will be angry with all the country. It did not say anything about Prince Mannah 
that I have war with him ; his own brothers and family belong to that side of Gallinas river pronder his town. 
I am know nothing about: for I am old man, and I am like to see fair and just, and I do not like any wor or 
rod fighting, there for I will sent the man as soon as he come with my son, and he will told you all 

about, dc. 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) KING SANDFISH. 


P.S.—Sir,—If Prince Manner say that I have hand to the war that } semga his'town you will please to 
brought him to face and face, as you did with the rest Chief, and he will denine himself before your face. 
(Signed) KING SANDFISH. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 250. 
The Chief of Manna Rock to Commander Hunt. 


Sawooloo, November 4, 1858. 
RECEIVED from Commander James Hunt, according to previous arrangement, a prisoner named 
Bocaibon, in possersion of Prince Mannah, in exchange of a prisoner named Mordieu, that I held belonging to 
him, thus finally settling the late palaver for peace, and ending all former accel. ‘ 


‘ 18 
(Signed) THOMAS > COLE, Chief of Manna Rock. 


mark. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 250. 
Report of the Disturbances about Gallinas, written by James Mannah, Son of Prince Mannah. 


Gallinas capital, Gandamah. 

THE following will express what has taken place between Prince Mannah and the i pape tribes :— 

The latter end of this year is the beginning of this Gallinas war. Momoodoo Ponbo Lee, who styles himself 
the “ Inpositor,” is and was remarkable for his discontented disposition. He was engaged in quarrel with one of 
my sisters for the tillage of ground ; this they had in Privy Council to settle the matter, but for all that it 
proved useless to the “ Inpositor,” and they were obliged to bring it in open Council ; they did so, and after both 
parties have investigated the matter in the eyes of the Lords and high men of this country, I asked him, Who 
do you think will decide the palaver ? He points out his own family, who plainly show Bono Lee that he was 

ilty, and my sister was in the right ; however, according to the country fashion for the guilty man to pay fines, 
Fe did not pay, neither was he compelled to do it ; the Court was dismissed. Now, Sir, for all this he was not 
pleased ; he went home with envy, and within a couple of months the “Inpositor” was good enough as to 
threaten me with war ; but I was not moved, because Tenew what sort of man he was. He has not got quarter 
of half a regiment of soldiers unknowing ; that he was assisted by most of the Kings, who a him with 
forces of arms, and I having heard of his being assisted by these gentlemen, I sent to King Sandfish to 
intimate him of the whole circumstances (accor ling to the country fishion) with presents, but for all this my 
words were uselcs to him. Why? Because days after days passed, and months after months passed, but no 
voice was heard from his dominion, neither a message was send verbally or personally. Now reader allow me, 
Sir, to ask you a plain question. Do you think it right or wrong for a gentleman to write to his companion 
in a proper way, and not receive ny sort of answer? Ithink it to be a brutish fashion, and human beings are 
not fit to exercise such fashion with each other. Well, for all this I wis not moved, because he was going to 
do something further against my feelings. 

Now, while they were going on with this war concern, I was still, and I was hitherto adviced by the Four 
Great Powers of the country not to declare war against any of the adjacent tribes ; and said further, that if any 
of them will combine and fight me, send us circulars, and we all wili go on your part. Aud now, reader, my 
answer to them was this: Ishall and will not make or dec!are war against any prrson or persons, any being or 
beings, because I have a written Treaty with the British Government, and shall they hear that I have joined 
hands in war, what will they make of me? Now, Sir, I hope you will penetrate deeply into this matter and 
decide the truth who is guilty for all this. The people were still engage in this abominable and warlike-spirit ; 
4 send several times to check them, and inform them also that 1 don’t want to make any war, and have not an 
armed force for there. But pity, reader, to inform you that though I have done all what I am able to do for 
the general tranquillity of the country, they swor positively that they will and shall declare war against me., 

Now, Sir, I regret most deeply, most wailing, and most lamentingly to inform you, that unfortunately, 
without presence of mind, they break out the old combined war against me. * i * 

This contest commenced on the morning 4 o'clock, of the 4th of April, 1858. The moon was bright as ever, 
and surrounded with a circle cf fire, end within the space of half an hour my forces were defeated. 

It was owing through the presence of mind, because J have send all my inen to different parts of the 
country, and there were only eight men in the town, together with twelve young lad, and the enemies amounted 
to more than seventy-eight strong armed men ; the contest last half an hour, in which I loose six men, and one 
of my brothers was dangerously wounded, who died within couple of days, aud another struck in the leg. 
However, the enemies gain possession of my town, and plunder all my property to an innumerable extent, which, 
in all their lives, they will not have the money to pay. Now, within three days’ time, according to the promise 
of the Four Great Powers,* they came to assist me, in which reaction the enemies were disasterously defeated 
with the slaughter of forty-seven men, and the rest made their escape; and now after I have overcome 
them, I thank that he has spared me from the hands of my enemies +. Shearpha Lorma und Phar-ye-Meh, 
Chief of Phielsh, were the Kings who assisted me in this concern, and I will ever remcmber them as my greatest 
friends in Gallinas ; and all persons who are for peace and tranquillity will join me, and say that God will bless 
them and their family for countless ages. 





No. 251, 
Commodore Wise to tre Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 68.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Lagos, November 4, 1858. 


INCLOSED I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, reports on the sanitary condition of the “ Brune,” 
tender to Her Majesty’s ship “ Vesuvius,” employed within Lagos Bar since 
December 1857. 

By these reports you will observe that, in the short space of ninety-two days, 
seventy-seven cuses of African fever occurred amongst a crew composed of some 
thirty-nine Europeans ; the condition to which her officers and crew are reduced by 
such repeated attacks is most deplorable. ] 

Acting on the suggestion contained in Dr. Hamilton’s letter, and pending their 
Lordships’ pleasure, | have deemed it requisite to remove the white crew of the 
Brune,” replacing them by Kroomen from the shore, and I purpose conducting 
her men to Ascension, where I trust that in a few months they will regain their 
health, and lose the yellow, fever-stricken appearance which is now their distinctive 


© I must give you to understand that these four power are under my jurisdiction and power. 
+ Mr. Zoro Kong was another King who assisted me. 
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mark. IT am unable to relieve the officers of the “ Brune,” but as they have 
suffered in the same proportion as the crew, [ trust that you will be pleased to 
move their Lordships to authorize an arrangement being made for relieving them 
as soon as possible. 

In making the following suggestions for the future manning of the “ Brune,” 
I would beg to bring to your notice that portion of Dr. Hamilton’s report, stating, 
that if the crew are replaced by Europeans, such Europeans would eventually be 
reduced to the same extreme state of ill-health as those now on board, and | hold a‘ 
like opinion, seeing that the regular issue of quinine, and the circumstance of her 
men never visiting the shore, has not rendered them the less liable to disease. 

For this reason, I have the honour to suggest that the future crew should 
consist of twenty-five picked Kroomen, including an officer’s cook, with the following 
Europeans, viz. :— 


1 Lieutenant in command. 

1 Second Master. 

1 Assistant Surgeon. 

1 Assistant Paymaster in charge. 

3 Engineers. 

| Gunner for quarter-ceck duty, and to train Kroomen to the guns. 
25 Kroomen. 


33 Complement. 


In the above scheme of complement, | have not included petty officers or 
artificers, as I consider that when their services are required to ascend the Lagoon, 
or complete any necessary repairs, they could be lent from the ship of the senior 
officer of the Bights Division, or any other cruizer in the neighbourhood, or stationed 
outside the bar, and that in the event of an attack on Lagos by Kosoko, the 
“Brune” could be rendered an effective man-of-war by sending on board her a 
crew of Europeans in the same manner. 

With regard to the officers of the “ Brune,” it would be essentially necessary 
to relieve them at least every twelve months; and the most obvious plan for so 
doing, as appears to me, would be to send out officers by the packet touching at 
Lagos, and permitting the officers so relieved to return to England by the same 
conveyance; and I would suggest that those now on board, who are much debilitated 
from fever, should be replaced by officers from England, and permitted to return as 
I have just proposed. 

With regard to the “ Brune,” as a vessel she answers admirably for Lagoon 
service, and as it will always be necessary to keep a man-of-war within the bar at 
Lagos to protect British interests and our rapidly increasing trade, I would suggest 
that she be entirely appropriated for that service, instead of returning to England 
with the “ Vesuvius.” 

At present it is quite impossible to remove the “ Brune” from Lagos, as the 
passage over the bar through which she entered, is now rapidly filling up, although 
expected to appear in another place. 

In conclusion, I beg to inform you that I shall receive the December mail at 
Sierra Leone, and thus be enabled promptly to execute their Lordships’ wishes 
regarding the “ Brune” and her crew. 

‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 251. 
Dr. Jefferson to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Brune,” Lagos River, November 2, 1858. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform cre that Her Majesty's ship “Brune,” now stationed in the River 
almost one year, officered and manned by thirty Europeans, who have suffered in health from remittent and 
intermittent fevers, and latterly have been afflicted with inflammation and congestion of the liver, have now 
become so debilitated that a much further exposure to the malaria with which this place abounds would 
materially shorten and endanger their lives. 

The number of remittent fevers which occurred last quarter was 77, and the debility resulting from this 
disease has rendered them incapable and unable wane the ordinary duties of seamen. 

have, &c. Y 
(Signed) JOHN JEFFERSON, M.D., Assistant Surgeon 
2Q2 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 251. 
Dr. Hamilton to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Layos, November 3, 1858. 

IN compliance with your Memorandum of ben T beg leave to state that I have been on board the 
“ Brune,” steam-vessel, tender to Her Majesty's ship “ Vesuvius,” at present lying in the river off the town off 
Lagos, and examined the officers and men as to their sanitary condition. On examination, I found most of the 
crew exhibiting a very emaciated and debilitated state, nearly all suffering from the sequel of remittent and 
intermittent fever, viz., inflammation and congestion of the liver and spleen, much weakness, and skin become 
of a pale yellow colour. There have been seventy-seven cases on the sick list during the last quarter ending the 
30th September, eight of which were sent to Ascension Hospital, where one man has since died, and one case is 
at present under treatment in this ship, suffering from palpitation. I also agree with Dr. Jefferson in saying 
that a much longer stay in the River of Lagos would materially shorten their lives, and I consider their 
immediate removal to a more healthy climate, and a change of air, to be the only means of improving their 
present condition, and I also beg leave to state that if other Europeans are put in their place, in less than one 
year they will be similarly affected. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed ) JOHN E. HAMILTON, Surgeon, H.M.S. “Vesuvius.” 





No. 252. 


Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 136.) 
ir, * Alecto,”’ at Sea, December 1, 1858. 

BY the mail-steamer “ Ethiope,” that left Sierra Leone on the 19th November, 
a report was forwarded you from this ship (agreeable to section 7, page 21, 
Article XVIII of the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade), of the 
proceedings relative to the French ship “ Phoenix,” of Nantes ; also correspondence 
with the Monrovian Government, relative to the same. I now inclose you the 
conclusion of that correspondence as far as this ship and myself are concerned, 
and some other information which I have considered of sufficient importance to 
authorize me to communicate to you. 

By these letters you will perceive that the United States’ steam-frigate 
“ Niagara,” was present in the Roads of Mesurado, and that I had consulted with 
Captain J. S. Chauucey, of that ship, from whom | have received every advice and 
assistance ; and I am happy to say that that officer cordially sympathises with the 
Monrovian Government in their endeavours to stop the violation of their territory 
for slave purposes, and that on the arrival of the “ Niagara” in the United States, 
a strong representation will be made to that Government on their behalf, both by 
the Captain of the * Niagara” and other officials of the American Government sent 
in charge of the liberated Africans she brought over here. 

The slave that the master of the “ Phenix” released to Colonel Payne (the 
Monrovian Attorney-General) on his payment of 61, the price paid to the King of 
Manna Rock for him, proved to be a boy apprenticed to one of Colonel Payne’s 

’ family, and this is the second time the boy has been stolen from Monrovian terri- 

tory by the King of Manna Rock (Thomas Cole), as he was formerly sold by that 

erson to the notrious slave-ship “ Regina Celi,” but escaped during the fight for 
reedom on board of her. 

A threat having been held out to the Monrovian Government by the master of 
the “ Phoenix” of Nantes, that the French Commodore was coming to bombard the 
town on account of the “ Regina Ceeli,” the “ Niagara” supplied the Government, 
at their ot, request, with what powder and shot she could spare, she unfortu- 
nately not having her armament on board. At the same time despatches were 
forwarded for our own and the American Commodore, informing them of this 
circumstance. 

I left Monrovia on the 17th November, the “Niagara” accompanying us as 
far as the western end of St. Ann's shoals, in the hope of falling in with any of the 
slavers under their flag (of which I had furnished Dien with a list from our latest 
information), and parted company on the 18th, for New York. 

I arrived in Sierra Leone on the 19th November, and received orders to 
proceed to England via Teneriffe, for which place | sailed on the 25th. 

Whilst at Sierra Leone I learned that the French steam-sloop “ Grondeur” 
had arrived on the £%th, with Commodore Protet on board, and left on the evening 
of the 18th. On the arrival of the “Grondeur,” the Harbour-master boarded her, 
and made the usual inquiries ; and on asking if the Commodore was on board, was. 
informed by Commodore Protet himself, that he was quite well. on board his 
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frigate “St. Jean d’Acre,” at Goree; the Harbour-master being (anknown to the 
Commodcre) quite well acquainted with, and aware of, the person to whom he was 
speaking. 

z The French Commodore afterwards called on the Governor, and other autho- 
rities, but never explained this extraordinary conduct; and suspicion being aroused 
by his giving out a report that ull the French ships of war were at Goree, the 
pilots soon ascertained and brought information that a frigate and two brigs were 
off Sierra Leone, which was afterwards confirmed by their having been met off 
Sherbry Island, standing to the southward, no doubt proceeding to Rimescia, 

The ‘‘ Trident,” Commander Close, proceeded for Monrovia on the 24th o 
November. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure | in No. 252. 
Lieutenant Walker to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, * Alecto,” off Manna Rock, November 13, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in compliance with your orders, I took Uolonel Payne, the 
Attorney-General of Liberia, alongside the French ship “ Phenix,” of Nantes, fur the purpose of enabling him 
to communicate a message from his Government to her master. 

The master of the “Phoenix” having refused to hold any communication with Colonel Payne or myself, 
unless we boarded his vessel by force, with armed boats, and alleging that his flag was sufficient evidence of his 
nation, refused to allow me on board to ascertain his nationality. 1 then returned with Colonel Payne. 

I then by your orders proceeded with an armed boat to the “ Phenix,” over whose gangway the master 
had spread the French ensign. I informed him that I was coming on board to ascertain his nationality and 
right to the flag he carried. I went up the side without treading on the flag, and was received by the master, 
M. C. Chevalier, who apologised for his former rudeness and incivility ; but stated that he had orders to resist 
all English or American vessels by force, and more particularly any Liberian authorities, without giving any 
other authority for it except his flag. M. Chevalier showed me his papers and orders, which were signed by 
Admiral Hamelin, and clearly proved her to be a Government vi He also introduced me to the naval 
surgeon in charge, who likewise showed me his commission. 

He then asked myself, Colonel Payne, and Mr. Coates to see his slaves, which he acknowledged had been 
purchased from Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock ; and that this was the only method of obtaining them ; 
and on Colonel Payne recognising one who had been an apprentice to one of Colonel Payne's family, gave him 
up to the Colonel for the same price that he had paid Cole for him, 150 francs (6/.), and with him a bill showing 
the articles paid for the slave, and receipt for the money. 

He again apologised for his former incivility, and asked for the accompanying paper, which, on my return 
to the ship, was sent by you to him. 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. WALKER. 
Witness : 
(Signed) Tuomas Coates, Acting Second Muster. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 252. 
Memorandum given to the Master of the French ship “ Phenix.” 


Memo. «« Aleeto,”’ off Manna Rock, November 13, 1858. 
IN compliance with your request, 1 have to inform you that it been officially notified to me by his 
Excellency the President of the Republic of Liberia, that the ground you are’ now anchored upon, and have 
obtained your slaves from, is Liberian territory, which extends from Shebar river to River St. Pedro, and that 
you havo therefore violated the laws of that Republic, and will cause severe punishment to be inflicted on the 


Chiefs of this neighbourhood. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT, Commander: 
M. C. Chevalier, ship “ Phoenix.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 252. 
Commander Hunt tu. the President of Liberia. 
Sir, : “ Alecto,” Mesurado Roads, November 15, 1858. 
HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty's steam-sloop under my command is ordered’ 
to England, her period of service having expired, and I shall proceed to’joim my senior officer at Sierra Leone. 
~_" Thave also to inform {ist T am im communication with the Captain of the United States 


_ 
< 
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and trust you will do the same, that he may be enabled to lay them before his Government, and solicit its good 
offices in your suppor 
As I have requested the mail to emain till noon of this day for the conv n‘nce of all parties, you will 
see the necessity of dispatch. 
T have, &e. 
(S _ned) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 252. 


The President of Liberia to Commander Hunt. 


i Government House, Monrovia, Norember 16, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 15th, conveying the information 

that you leave ou Tuesday for England, vid Sierra Leone. 

ou were pleased also to inform me that you were in communication with the Captain of the United 
States’ frigate “Niagara,” in relation to the French emigration ship “ Pheenix,” recently arrived in our jurisdic- 
tion, and what had occurred respecting her, to your own knowledge ; and you suggest that I would, perhaps, 
furnish him with some information on the subject. 

In reply, I beg to say that I regret exceedingly the necessity of your departure from this station. The 
feeling you have manifested for us in our efforts to exterminate the netarious Slave Trade from our jurisdiction, 
and the readiness with which you have responded to the requests of this Government, for your co-operation in 
the same, have endeared you to the Government and people of Liberia. 

I fully intended to make the proper communication to the Captain ‘of the frigate “ Niagara,” on the 
subject. He has offered his best services on own behalf ; and I am sure, from the assurances this gentleman 
has given me, he will do the utmost in his power for us, both en the coast, as well as after he returns to the 
United States. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN A. BENSON. 





No. 253. ' 
Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 137.) 
Sir, “ Alecto,” at Sea, December 5, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose you a copy of a letter from his Excellency the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, relative to the affair of the American brig “ Caroline,” of 
Boston, for the information of the Lords Commissiciers cf the Admiralty. 

His Excellency has also been kind enough to inform me that, as soon as he is 
recovered from his present indisposition, he will write to Her Majesty’s Government 
more fully relative to other particulars relating to that vessel, and the parties 
concerned in that transaction. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure in No. 253. 
Governor Hi!l to Commander Hunt. 


’ Government House, Sierra Leone, November 24, 1858. 

I HAVE read the several communications received from the Admiralty relative to the case of the 
“Caroline,” and 1 cannot but express my surprise that the owners and master of that vessel should have 
claimed compensation on the grounds that the interference of yourse’f and officers altered the voyage, by which 
they suffered pecuniary losses, 

2. In justice to you, and considerinz it my duty as a servent of the Crown to ex such misrepre- 
sentations, I have the honour to inform you that it is notorious in the colony that the “ Caroline” disposed of 
her cargo for its full value almost immediately on her arriva], and it was the common topic of conversation, the 
good fortune of the master in having been towed to Sierra Leone by the “ Alecto,” a ing the “ Curoline” 
here a coupls of weeks prior to her probable arrival without such assistance, and ensuring him a ready market 
for his cargo; I have even heard it said that tle master of the vessel boasted of the circumstance. 

3. With reference to the original intention of the master to call at Matacong, it is very clear the only 
object could be to dispose of the cargo to Mr.'Rerder ; now, when the “ Ouzroline” arrived here Mr. Reader was 

nt, and as he could as easily have purchased the cargo here as at Matacong, and, for reasons best known to 
Rimeclf he did not purchase it, the presumption must be that to call at Matacong would have been only so 
much time lost, with the probable chance of losing the market at Sierra Leone, both of which mishaps were 
avoided by the vessel accompanying the “ Alecto” direct to this place. 

4, In conversation, e merchant, interested in the American trade, told me that the master of the “ Caroline” 
was satisfied in the successful disposal of his car so, 2nd te would not have made any complaint against the 
“ Alecto,” but he saw Mr, Reader, to whom he re‘ested x«mething said by you with respect to the Island of 
Matacong and slave-dealing, which +o exasperated Mr. Reider that he took the master to Mr, Magnus Smith, 


Sir, 
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vhuse hostility to all officers connected with the Government is well known, and the result was the protest 
submitted to the British Government. ; 

5, I mention these facts, and I am satisfied any inquiry here will ratisfy the Government that the owners 
or master of the “ Caroline” have not any just claim to compensation on the grounds stated. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 
No. 254. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretury to the Admiralty. 
(No. 110.) 
Sir, ** Boscawen,” Simon's Bay, November 12, 1858. 


I INCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
copies of a correspondence between Commodore Wise and Commander Brent, of 
the United States’ Navy, relative to the capture of the “ Mary Elizabeth” by Her 
Majesty’s sloop “ Heron,” with my answer tu the Commodore. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 254. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir I. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Loango, August 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a correspondence which has passed between 
Commander Brent, of the United States’ vessel of war “Marion,” and myself, relative to the capture of the 
slaver “ Mary Elizabeth” by Her Majesty's brig “Heron,” and also Commander Truscott’s explanation called 
for by me. . 





T have, &e. ‘ 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 254. 
Commander Brent, UuS.N., to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, * Marion,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 15, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the following documents, viz. :— 

1. Copy of a deposition taken before the Acting Commercial Agent of the United States ut this port by 
the late chief mate of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth,” captured by Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Heron.” 

2. Copy of a protest, in the handwriting of the late master of the “Mary Elizabeth,” inserted in the 
log-book of that vessel, now in my possession. 

This <<. and protest, you will perceive, are entirely at variance with the declaration which 
Commander tt made to me, that she was captured without colours or papers. 

I did not find Flag-Officer Conover at this port as I anticipated before my arrival, and I have no recent 
intelligence from him. I shall remain at this port, or in its vicinity, until about the close of the presént month. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. W. BRENT. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 254. 
Declaration. P 


Declaration of John Cubbens, late Chief Officer of brig “Mary Elizabeth,” of New Orleans, John Henry 
master, owned by Mc Connel and Henry, of New Orleans. 


DECLARES that the above-named vessel sailed from New Orleans on the 29th March, 1858, for the 
Havana vii Key West, with a cargo of tallow and lard; arrived at the Havana on the 4th April ; disch 
and took on board a full cargo, consisting of 180 casks of spirituous liquors, 100 bags of bread, 50 bags of rice, 
30 bags of beans, 45 bags of dried salt beef, 15 barrels of salt pork, 1a case sundries, measuring about one 
ton and a half, 4 coils of rope, 2 bags of sundries, 70 bundles of shooks : ‘that her crew consisted of ten men, all 
told, four of whom were shipped at the Havana before the American Consul ; also had on board two cabin 
passengers and servant. 

Sailed on the 20th April, cleared for the Island of St, Thomas and Congo river ; communicated with 
St. Thomas on the 22nd June, without anchoring ; on the 9th July arrived off Black Point, north of 
river ; at 2 p.m. was boarded by an officer and two entire boats’ crews, armed, consisting of about twenty men, 
of the British brig of war “ Heron” (who immediately fullowed the officer on board), requested to sce the vesrel’s 
Papers, which request was complied with by the — in my presence, he producing there gister, &c, 

Said officer's attention was particularly called by me to the legality. of aaid register, clearance, ond manifest, 
and wished to know what more he required, the American ensign fly ng at the peuk the whole of this time. They 
immediately took possession of the vessel, and steered for the brig of war above named. 
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At about 5 p.m. the Commander came on board, accompanied by four officers, and demanded to see the 
papers, which were shown him ; after examining which, denied the legality of them, and said they belonged to 
another vessel, 

At 7 p.m. the Commander and officers, with the exception of the First Lieutenant and fourteen armed 
men 

On the following day (10th) at about 2 p.m., the Commander came on board, accompanied by his officers 
and the mter, After a consultation with his officers, he ordered Captain Henry to haul his flag down. The 
captain said no, he would not. The Commander then ordered the carpenter to break open the hatches : it was 
done ; the Commander and his officers went into the hold, and examined every part of it. and from there to 
the cabin. and examined every state-room ; they found no evidence of the vessel being an illegal trader. 

At about 5 p.m. the Commander ‘and his officers left, leaving the master of the “Heron,” with fourteen 
armed seamen in charge. 

On the next day (11th), at about 9 a.m., the Commander and his officers again came on board, and endeavoured 
to persuade us to haul the flag down ; we refused to comply. He then took his departure with his officers, 
leaving one in charge, with fourteen men armed. 

At 10 o'clock a.m., Captain Henry called me, and said he wished to go on board the “ Heron,” and see the 
doctor, as he felt ill ; about un hour afterwards he returned, accompanied by the Commander of the “Heron” 
and his officers. When he returned on board he ordered me to haul the flag down ; I refused to do so. The 
crew of the vessel came aft, aud requested that the flag should be kept flying, and to be taken before American 
authorities. ‘The Commander of the “ Heron” said, “ It is a pretty herders ; the Captain wants to haul 
his flag down, and his mate and sailors will not allow him ;” and called me an obstinate fellow, and said if I 
did not hold my tongue he would put me in irons. Captain Henry hauled the flag down himself. I imme- 
diately took the flag and threw it overboard. The Commander asked me why I did so. I answered him, “ So 
you shan't have it.” He said he required some old bunting to mend some of his flags. I was then, with the 
crew, ordered by him into his boat, and taken on board the “ Heron.” T asked him toallow me to stop on board 
the vessel. to go to St. Helena in her. He said,“ No ; the Captain is quite sufficient to go there. You I'll land 
here (at Black Point), and the crew where I think proper.” I was accordingly landed five days afterwards, and 
the crew were landed at Cabenda, where I saw them afterwards. 

The next morning (12th) I was stripped of all my clothes, and 459 dollars taken from me. The passengers 
and crew were treated in like manner. The first night they took possession of the vessel, the Commander 
ordered the anchor to be let go, and would not get under weigh again until the flag was hauled down, 

(Signed) JOHN CUBBENS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 254. 


Protest. 


On the High Seas, July 9, 1858. 

I, JOHN HENRY, master of the American brig “ Mary Elizabeth,” of New Orleans, do hereby protest 
against the act of the Commander of the British brig “ Heron,” in boarding and taking possession of, on the 
high seas, and detaining and searching, and keeping possession of said brig, contrary to her right, as a vessel 
of the United States on the high seas; and do protest against the said detention and hindrance in ihe sum of 
60,000 dollars: the said brig “ Mary Elizabeth” having sailed from Havana on the 20th day of April, 1858, 
bound on a voyage to the Island of St. Thomas, and a market with a cargo of rum and provisions ; and require 
to be brought to New Orleans to have the legality of the act of said British Commander tested. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 254. 
Commander Truscott to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, ’ ' “« Heron,” at Sea, August 22, 1858. 
I BEG to submit the inclosed explanations, with reference to the protest made by John Henry, late 
master of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth.” 


: T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. TRUSCOTT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 254. 
Statement. 


I BEG to state that I know no such person as John Henry, master of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth.” 
The master of that vessel stated that his name was John Edwards, and as such he was sent in the vessel 


to the Prize Court at St. 
(Signed) W. H. TRUSCOTT, Commander of H.M.S “ Heron.” 


Wi te Casein’, affirm that the master of the American brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth” stated that 
his name was John Edwards, and as such he was sent in the vessel to the Prize Court at St. Helena. 
; (Signed) CHARLES A. STUART, Master, H.M.S. “ Heron.” 
W. 8. E. FREEMAN, “ Paymaster,” H.M.S.“ Heron.” 





REPORSS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. . 305 


Inclosure 7 in ‘No. 254, 
Commander Truscott to C»mmodore Wise. 


Bir, “ Heron,” at Sea, August 22, 1858. 
IN pursuance to your order of the 20th instant, calling on me to furnish you with an account of the whole 
circumstnces attending the capture of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth,” and to reply clearly and concisely to 
the chargys brought against me, I beg to forward the inclosed explanations, together with letters from the 
master, surgeon, and paymaster of this ship. 
Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) W. Hi. TRUSCOTT. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 254. 


Exptanations with respect to the eharyges pr ferved by John Cubbens, late Chief Officer uf the Brigantine 
: * Mary Elizabeth.” 


HIS statement of the nature of the cargo is as far corre:t as I could possibly ascertain ; but be has 
forgotten to mention (no doubt accidentally) the fact of slave-coppers, slave-tins, and several large leaguers 
of fresh water having been found on board. 

He states the brigantine communicated with the Island of St. Thomas on the 22nd of June ; whereas, 
he said, whi'st on board the “ Heron,” that on the master of the brigantine observing a man-of-war in that 
anchorage, they immediately stood out to sea again. 

With respect to the boarding of this vessel, I can merely state that on the boarding officer finding her 
papers suspicious, he brought her down to the “ Heron.” I then boarded her myself, and on examining her 
papers found they wer? illegal ; I deny that I ever said her papers belonged to another vessel. 

The mate states I ordered the captain of the brigantine to haul his colours down. This charge is almost 
too ridiculous to deny, as [ am too well acquainted with the instructions to commit such an illegal act. 

His statement that on my opening the hatches of the brigantine I found no evidence of her being an 
illegal trader, is not correct ; as [ found slave-coppers, slave-tins, several large leaguers of fresh water, and a 
foreign crew stowed below. 

His statement that at 8 a.m. on the 11th instant, I, accompanied by my officers, came on board and 
endeavoured to pcrsunde them to haul down their colours, is entirely false, as I did not go on board the 
brigantine that day until after John Edwards, the master, came on board the “ Heron,” at 10°30 a.m., to consult 
the surgeon about his health; with respect to the nature of that interview, I beg to refer you to that officer's 
letter. After the interview was over he ex: ressed a wish to sce me; I received him in my cabin, where he 
stated that all he had in the world was invested in that unfortunate business, and that the vessel had come on 
the coast for a cargo of slaves, and he intended to ship them (500) in the Congo, and begged me to consider his 
ease, I then informed him that, if he wished it, I would continue in search of an American man-of-war, which 
offer he begged to decline. 

I also deny ever having made use of the expressions the mate gives in his declaration with respect to 
himself and the crew not obeying the orders of their captain to haul down the flag ; as also the fact of having 
threatened to place him in irons, 

After the flag was hauled down I took possession of the vessel, retaining the master, cook, and steward on 
board, and sending the remainder of the men, &e.,on board my own ship. ~ 

On the morning of the 12th, the mate, foreign captain, supercarso. and crew were searched by the Serjeant 
of Marines of this ship; the mate had only two doubloons, and these were returned to him ; and from the 
persons of the forei_n captain and supercargo were taken the sum of 118 doubloons, 18 of which were returned 
to them. 

With respect to the mate’s statement about their being stripped of their clothes, money, &c., I beg to state 
they were allowed to retain all their clothes as well as their arms ; in fact. nothing was taken from any one, 
except 100 doubloons from the foreign captain and supercargo: so that part of this man’s statement is not 
correct. 

Some of the crew not having any money about them, I gave to exch so situated a doubloon to enable them 
to procure necessaries until again employed. 

Regarding the treatment the mate, foreign captain, supercargo, received on board the “ Heron,” I beg to 
state that as the gun-room was unoccupied by its members (one being ill in his cot, and the remainder absent 
on duty), I gave permission for these people to occupy it, and they were also permitted to obtain whatever they 
wishcd from the brigantine in the way of provisions, &e. ; and on the day I landed them at Cabenda, the mate 
begged leave to thank me on behalf of himself and the otheis for the very kind treatment they had received 
on borrd my ship. 

He ate salen that the first night I took possession of the brigantine I ordered her to anchor, and 
would remain there until the flag was hauled down ; to prove the falsehood of this statement I forward the 
copy of the ship’s log for the t'me referred to, 

Before closing these explenations, I would beg leave to mention a few facts that may go still further to 
prove the character of the man that could make such a talse declaration. 

While on board the “Heron” he told me that he knew all’ the papers were illegal, but that they placed 
their reliance in the fact that I would not attempt to open their hatches ; but when he saw the hatches opened 
he saw (to use his own words), that the voyage was lost. 

ie stated to me that he lost 2,000 doilars by the vessel being seized ; and that he thought a man was quite 
right in tryivg to deceive British officers when boarding a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade. And further, if 

- this trip should have been successful he was to haye accompanied the fordign captain in a larger vessel to the 
Crass A, ' 2K 
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East Coast, fora cargo of slaves. He also said, if he had been captain of the “ I/ary Elizabeth,” he would not 
have hauled his colours down until within range of an American gun, that being quite soon enough to give the 
vessel up, and that he found, by experience, that the captain of the brigantine was not the man to have charge 
of a vessel engaged in such Traffic, as (to use his own words) “he had no nerve, and could not bounce.” 

He further stated that the American flag was a very good cloak for such Traffic, and one he would always 
sail under, if engaged in that Trade, as he knew British cruizers had great difficulty in detecting whether they 
were illegal or not, and he further said that at the time he left New Orleans there were five ships fitting out 
there for the coast, all of whom would sail under the American flag. 

I regret that a man capable of making such u false statement should have caused so much trouble, as, by the 
proof I have adduced, his declaration is shown to be one mass of falsehoods, 

In concluding, 1 beg to state that Captain Brent will perceive that my statement (when I suid I seized the 
vessel without papers or colours), was perfectly correct, as I did not seize her until both had been thrown overboard. 

(signed) W. H. TRUSCUTT, Commander, H.M.S. “ Heron.” 





Inclosure 9 in No. 254. 
Commander Truscott to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, * Heron,” Cabenda, July 18, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 9th instant, at 8 a.m., being anchored with the Kedge, Black 
Point, bearing east by north five miles, I observed a brigantine bearing south four or five miles. I dispatched 
the two whalers in charge of Mr. F. H. Blair, mate, to board her. On that officer reporting to me on his return, 
that he did not think that her papers were legal, I boarded her myself, and, finding they were not so, I put an 
officer and crew on board, for the purpose of sending her to an American man of war. 

On the 11th, when at anchor off Black Point, in latitude 4° 46’ south, and longitude 11° 36’ east, with the 
brigantine in company, I observed her colours down, and, proceeding on hoard, found that both the papers and 
colours had been thrown overboard ; consequently T took possession of her. She is the © Mary Elizabeth,” 
149 tons, and copper-bottomed, from Havana to the Congo, with a caryo of 80 pipes of rum, 70 half ditto, 
4 quarter ditto, and 46 pipes in staves, slave-coppers. slave-tins, and 100 doubloons. 

I parted company with her on the forenoon of the 12th, having put Mr. Blair, mate, und a crew of seven 
men in charge of her (taking all her own men with the exception of the master, steward, and cook), with 
instructions for him to proceed with all dispatch to St. Helena; also giving him the necessary documents 
for bringing the prize into Court, and the extract from the station orders relative to prize officers at St. Helena. 

With respect to the order contained in Chapter 1, Article XIX of the Station Siders, I beg to submit the 
following information :— 

1. The * Mary Elizabeth” was cleared from ILavana. 

2. No slaves on boar.. 

3. She intended to ship 500 slaves at the Congo. 

4, Neither the master nor the mate had ever made a run from the West Coast ; but the mate and the: 
foreign captain had made one successful trip from the East Coast to Africa. 

This morning I landed the late crew of the brigantine at this place. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. Il. TRUSCOTF. 
Inclosure 10 in No. 254, 
My. Stuart to Commander Truscott. 
Sir, “ Heron,” at Sea, August 21, 1858. 


IN compliance with your order requiring me to write you a letter relative to the information given me b: 
Mr. Cubben, the late mate of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth,” I beg to state that on the afternoon of the 9 
of July last, you desired me to accompany you on board that vessel, to ascertain whether or not her papers 
were correct, it having been reported to you by Mr. Blair, the boarding officer, that they were false, as also 
her crew being altogether incorrect. On examining her papers, 1 considered them to be quite illegal, and on 
mustering her crew I found two only who could answer to the names appearing on her muster-roll, besides 
her having on board, not accounted for (whom they informed me were passengers), several foreigners bound to 
the River Congo. : 

, On the following afternoon, after due consultation with your officers, it was proposed to lift her hatches: I 

a: accompanied you, with other officers, on board that vessel. After some conversation with the master and 

r, Cubben, the mate, you desired her crew to be called aft. You then gave them a quarter of an hour for 
eonsideration, at the same time letting them understand your intention of lifting her hatches. 

I should think fifteen er twenty minutes had elapsed, when you again desired them to be called, and after 
hearing the result of their deliberation, ordered Mi. Hicks to open her hatches. 

On going below, I found everything uppertaining to a slave-cargo—such as s'ave-coppers, pipes of rum, rice, 
calavances, biscuit, jerked beef, salt-fish, leaguers a-head, stowed full of fresh water, besides several in shakes 
id new) covered with matting, a box of wooden spoons, buckets, tin pannikins and dishes, and sundry other 

ings. 

By your order, I :emained in charge of her that night: both the master and mate retired very early, the 
former complaining of being very il]. In the course of conversation, one of the foreigners told me he thought 
the master of her very obstinate in still holding out, and felt afraid he would keep the colours up until too late.. 
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On the following morning the master again complained of loss of appetite and general debility, and said he 
never knew the nature of his cargo: he expressed a wish to go on board with me (when relieved) that he might 
see the surgeon. Early in the forenoon, we went on board, leaving Mr. Blair in charge. He saw the surgeon 
and afterwards went ito your cabin. On his coming on deck he came to me saying he thought it quite 
useless in holding out any longer, and that he should haul his colours down immediately he got on board, and 
trust to better luck next time. 

During the time Mr. Cubben was on board, I had frequent conversations with him relative to slavers and 
the Slave Trade. He told me that one v- the foreigners was the Spinish captain, and who had litely rau a 
cargo from the East Coast, the other the supercargo, who had also been lucky, having ran clear twice ; that it 
was their intention to have gone to Punta de Lenha, in the Congo river, landed their cargo, and shipped 500 
slaves for the South Coast of Cuba, hinting to me that a likely place for landing was Cayo Grande, to the 
southward and eastward of Trinidad de Cuba, He likewise said he should not be so green, when he came across 
again, as to have the siave-coppers stowed on top of all the cargo, but that he would put them in a cask of rum, 
where they wonld stand less chance of being found ; but, at the same time, he said they placed all their 
confidence in our not lifting her hatches. 

He frequently told me that, in his opinion, the master of the “ Mary Elizabeth” was much too nervous to 
command a vessel in the Slave Trade, and that he was greatly afraid he, the master. would have hauled down 
the colours immediately on the arrival of the boarding officer, for he had never seen a man so pale, or shake so 
much in his life, and that it required all his energy to keep him up to the mark. He had an idea that no man- 
of-war would take the trouble of sending a vessel to the American authorities, in which I undeceived him, and 
asked what they would have done had an American man-ot-war hove in sight, to which he answered, Haul the 
flay down, to be sure. 

He also intimated to me the probability of his trying the East Coast next, as there were fewer vessels on 
that part (meaning eruizers), and less chance of being caught. 

He also gave me information of other vessels bving equipped at Havana for the coast of Africa ; of one 
partiealarly, the * Venus,” which he described as being a large black barque, having her name in white letters 
on her stern, drawing very titte water, and sailing fast with the wind free ; had a Spanish crew on board, the 
captain of which being a large man, with au immense black beard ; this vessel, according to his account, was to 
ship 1,000 slaves. 

He many times siid he felt very thankful for the kind treatment he had received at the hands of the 
captain and officers of the “ {feron,” which was more than ever he had expected, and thanked you publicly on 
the quarter-deck. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES A. STUART, Master. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 254. 
Mv. Freeman to Commander Truscott. 


Sir, * Heron,” at Sea, August 21, 1858. 

IN compliance with your request I beg to state that, on the afternoon of the 10th July, I proceeded with 
you and other officers of this sloop, on board the brigantine * Mary Elizabeth.’ On our arrival on board that 
vessel, you assembled her master and crew aft, on the quarter-deck, and after explaining to them the penalty of 
being foun in a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade under American colours, gave them a quarter of an hour to 
consider, stating that at the end of that time you intended to sewch her. The quarter of an hour having 
elapsed, and the master and crew not appearing willing to acknowledge the character of their vessel, you 
ordered the carpenter to open the hatches, which he accordingly did, and the search commenced, bringing to 
light a set of slave-coppers, a number of buckets, slave-tins, several large water-casks, an immense number of 
staves, about 120 pipes of rum, besides bread, rice, beef, beans, and wooden spoons; the cargo was then 
re-stowed, and the hatches put on again: the officer and crew were left in charge of her as before, and we 
returned on board the “ Heron.” 

The next day, July 11th, both vessels having anchored again, the master of the brigantine came on board, 
with Mr. Stuart the master, saying that he was unwell, avd wished to see the surgeon ; after consulting with 
him, he returned to dis own vessel, accompanied by you, myself, and other officers: arriving there he ordered 
the mate to haul down the colours, which, after a little hesitation, he did, and threw them overboard. The 
mate remarked to me the same day, that it he ever came over again, he would stow the slave-co; pers in a cask 
of rum, as he did not think we would knock the head of a cask in to find them ; also, a few days after, when 
he was on board the brig, he told me that if he was taken again he hoped it would be by the “ Heron,” as he 
had been treated so well by Captain Truscott. 

The crew were searched, and upon some of them money was found; the mate had only two doubloons, 
which were returned to him; two men, who could not speak English, had a number of donbloons, of which ten 
were returned to one and eight to the other; a portion of the crew had a few small coins, which were not taken 
away. You a'so desired me to give to four men who had no money a doubloon each, observing that the money 
you returned was to enable them to reach their own country. They were likewise allowed to retain everything 
they claimed as personal property. 

The mate and two foreigners had a separate mess-plgce, apart from the ship’s company ; and, in conclusion, 
I beg to observe that the mate and crew of the “ Mary Elizabeth,” during their stay on board the “ Heron,” 
were treated with every consideration and kindness, expressing their gratitude for the same on going over the 
side. They were landed altogether at Cabenda on the 18th J uly, 1858. 

have, &e, 
(Signed) W. S. E, FREEMAN, Paymaster. 


tS 
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inclosure 2 in No. 254. 
Dr. Sproule to Co:nmander Truscott. 


Sir, “ Heron,” at Sea, August 21, 1858. 
IN compliance with your request that I should inform you of the nature of the interview which I had 
with the late master of the brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth,” on the 11th ultimo, I have the honour to acquaint 
you that the said master called upon me on the forenoon of the above-named day, and expressed a desire to 
consult me professionally. I found him to be labouring under great nervous excitement and general debility, 
and he informed me that he had completely lost his appetite, and passed s’eepless nights, all of which he 
attributed to the ie mental excitement which he had suffered, not only during the two preceding days, but 
ever since leaving the Havana, in consequence of the critical position in which he found himself. Observing that 
medicins would of no avail under the circumstances, I advised him to put his mind quite at ease, as he 
would be treated with all due courtesy and respect ; and if he felt confident that his vessel was engaged in legal 
pursuits he had nothing to fear, as his.case would be brought before the proper tribunal, and he would, no 
doubt, have full and ample justice done him. He then said he wished to consnlt me as to the best course for 
him to pursue relative to his vessel, and put several questions, their general tendency being to discover what 
treatment he might expect at the hands of Captain Truscott in case he delivered up his vessel as prize. Before 
leaving, he expressed a desire for an interview with you, intimating that he was prepared to haul his colours. 


I have, &e. ¢ 
(Signed) RK. SPROULE, M.D., Surgeon. 





Inclosure 13 in No, 254. 


Extract from the Log of Her Majesty's ship “ Heron.” 















Remarks, &c. 








° ov 
cc. m. Fr, 
Friday, July 9, 1858. 
AM. 
4. 
8. Observed a brigantine to the southward. 
cm 9. Exercised at general quarters, and small-arm 
men at drill, 
1030 Weighed k , and made all plain sail on star- 
board ate 
69 30 00 ll. = Tacked. 


11:80, Sent Whalers to board brigantine. 


230. Observed a brigantine standing towards the ship. 
245. Wore. 
b.c.m. 4 Two sail insight. 
70 30 08 | 430, Top mainsail. Hove-to. 
5. Commander went on board brigantine. 


630. Shortened and furled sails; let go kedge in 25 fathoms ;. 
veered to 70 fathoms; brigantine anchored off port- 











b.c. m. 


69 80 09 | Midnight. 


ib 
i 


aE 
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Extract from the Log of Her Majesty's ship “ Heron"—continued. 





= Saturday, July 10, 1858. 

AM, 

4. Found ship drifting, and let go stream. Veered to 
36 fathome ee 


7 + Observed a schooner to the 8.E. 
8. Ditto. 
bull 
10. We and sail on starboard tack, 
iscmpeny with 2 ee standing to the 


Noon. Tucked. 


30 tuns, ere (Cape Palmas), 7 
140 gallons. 8, 28° E. 51’ 


Hove-to, in company with brigantine. 

Shortened sail, and came to with stream, in 30 fathoms; 
veered to 60 fathoms; furled sails; brigantine anchored 
on port quarter. 

8. Titto. 


Midnight. 





+ | At Anchor 





Sunday, July 11, 1858, 


| Daylight. — 
8. 


1116. mn gs brigantine Mary Eftade 1," she 


cen ee es & w 


Ss 


(Signed) | W. H. TRUSCOTT, Commander. 





Inclosure 14 in No, 254. 
Commodore Wise to Commander Brent, U.S.N- 
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With refirence to the protest said to have heen made by John Henry, master of that vessel, Commander 
Truscott not merely danies having received such a protest, Lut further states that the person purporting to Le 
the master called himself John Edwards, and as such was sent in the vessel to the Prize Court at St. Helena. 

J would turther leg to inform you that Commander Truscott denies ia every particular the deposition of 
the mate of the “ Mery Elizabeth,” stating that his declaration is a mass of falschootls, and that I have 
considcred it my duty to forward your correspondence, and Commander Truscott’s reply, to my Commander- 
in-chietf. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS, WISE. 


———————————— 
Inclosure 15 in No. 254. 
Commander Brent, US,N., to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, ( Warion,” off Sharh's Peint Congo River, Septe mbex 6, 1858. 

I HAVE the honcur to acknowkdge the receij t of your communication of the 30th ultimo, — nits Bi 

I thought it jroper to sulanit to you a copy of the dq osition of the mate of the “ Mary Llizaleth,” as it 
came before me in such a manner as to oblige me to take oflicial notice of it. 

Tn renwiking upon the variance, Thad no intention of denying Commander Truscott’s statement. ; 

T have now to inform you that, from further evidence received at Loanda, «nd the mate’s own adinission, 
T find that the deposition which he made is contradicted in an important particular, so a3 to make the rest. of 
his assertons, if denied, utterly worthless. 

The alleged protest of the master, therefore, resting only upon the same authority, is amply refuted by the 
mere denial of Commander Truscott. 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) THOS. W. BRENT. 
ee 
Inclosure 16 in No, 254, 
Rear-Admiral Sir I’. Grey to Cunmodore Wise. 


Sir, * Roseawen,” Simon's Bay, November 11, 1858. 

I PAVE recived your letter of the 30th of August, forwarding your correspondence with Commander 
Bront, ot the United States’ Navy, relative to the capture of the * Mary Ehzabeth” by Her Majesty's brig 
“ Heron,” 

Lam glad to tind, by the arswer of Commander Prent, of the 6th September, that that officer is satisfied of 
the fidsehood oF the statement made by the mate of the * Mery Elizabeth,’ and I observe with pleasure, in the 
tone of his letter, a proof of his good tecling towards Her Majesty's officers. 

It is my duty, however, to remark that the proceedings of Commander Truscott, in this case, were such as 
might have involved him serious in difficultics. By lifting the vessel's hatches while the American flag was flying 
he was clearly acting in opposition to his instructions ; and although the result was to cause the master to acknow- 
ledge the illegality of his papers, I cannot consider that a sufficient justification of his doing so, 

The United States’ Government have invariably protested against our interfering with American vessels, 
even if engaged in the Slave Trade, nor has it authorized our cruizers to detain any vessel for the purpose of 
delivering her to the American authorities. 

Commander Truscott would have been justified in seizing the vessel if he believed that he could prove, 
before an Admiralty Court, that her papers were illegal, and that she was not entitled to the protection cf the 
American flag ; but it is no part of his duty to detain a vessel for the purpose of delivering her to the American 
authorities, since it is clear that they could have jurisdiction only in the case of American vessels with which 
we have no right whatever to interfere. 

You are, therefore, to acquaint Commander Truscott that 1 cannot ay prove of his conduct in this case, and 
that I trust he will be more cautious in future. 





Tam, &e. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 255. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F-. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 106.) 
Sir, “* Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, November 11, 1858. 

COMMODORE WISE has already forwarded to you his letters of the 19th 
of July and 9th September last, detailing the information he has collected on the 
subject of the ‘“* Regira Celi,” and French emigration ; it is, therefore, unnecessary 
for me to enter at any length into this painful subject. 

2. The fair prospect which our excrtions in previous years, and the concurrence 
of France, had opened to us, of finally suppressing the odious Slave Trade, is now 
entirely gone, and | have little hope that the increase in the legal trade, and the 
improvement in Africa it carried with it, can continue in the face of these 
proceedings. 
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3. I shall have the honour to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, in a letter on the general question of the Slave ‘Trade. my opinion on the 
measures that appear to me best in these altered circumstances. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
No. 256. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretory to the Admiralty. 
(No. 111.) 
Sir, * Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, November 13, 1858. 


| HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 6th September last, 
inclosing the correspondence with the Foreign Office on the subject of the detention 
of the American brig “ Caroline” by Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Alecto.” 

2. I had, a few days previously, received from Commodore Wise the detailed 
reports of Commander Hunt on this subject; and I have also now received the 
orders of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty of the 16th September, to send 
the “ Alecto” immediately to England. 

3. The inquiry which their Lordships, in your letter of the 6th September, 
direct me to institute, will now be transferred to England; and it is unnecessary 
for me to enter into any of the details of this particular case, which are all fully 
before their Lordships. 

4. It is my duty, however, to offer some remarks on Mr. Dallas’ letter, as well 
as on the general question of the abuse of the American flag, and te procecdings 
of Iler Majesty’s cruizers. 

5. There can be no doubt, after reading Commander Hunt's statement, that-he 
was fully impressed with the belief that the papers of the ‘“ Caroline” were false, 
and that the irregularities in them were sufficient to justify the suspicion. 

6. The consignment of the vessels to a firm, of which one member is now liable 
to be arrested for his illegal practices, with the nature of her deck and cargo, were 
additional circumstances of suspicion ; and when we consider that every slaver that 
now comes to the coast is provided with American papers, it is not to be wondered 
at that Commander Hunt should have been deceived in the character of the 
“ Caroline,” even if she were really the honest trader she is said to be. 

7. But | would point out to their Lordships that Commander Hunt declares 
that no examination of the “ Caroline's” papers was made by Mr. Taylor, the 
United States’ Consul. 

Mr. Taylor, on the other hand, declares that the papers were examined by him, 
and were regular. 

8. If the American Minister had taken into consideration the difficulties to 
which Her Majesty’s officers are exposed by the open and shameful abuse of the 
American flag, | think he would have hesitated before he accused an officer of high 
character in the service, of using language suggested by a “consciousness of 
baffled cupidity and arrogance.” : 

9. | must also unhesitatingly deny that Her Majesty’s officers are in the habit 
of giving “artful and intimidating hints.” 

10. The total neglect of the Government of the United States to perform the 
duty which they solemnly engaged to perform by their Treaty of Washington; and 
the evasion of that Treaty, which stipulates that a squadron of suitable vessels, 
mounting not less than eighty guns in the whole, should be employed on the West 
Coast of Africa ; have imposed on Her Majesty’s ollicers a duty so difficult, that I 
think the Representative of that Government should be the last person to impute 
dishonourable motives, when, in the execution of that duty, a mistake such as that 
now under discussion is made. 

11. No one would rejoice more than I should, and I am satisfied that the same 
pleasure would be felt by every officer of the African squadron, if, by the fulfilment 
of their treaty obligations, the United States would relieve Her Majesty’s officers 
from the difficult duty now imposed on them. . 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
a a ee 
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No. 257. 


Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 109.) 


Sir, ‘* Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, November 12, 1858. 

ON my arrival here I received from Commodore Wise his despatches of the 
6th and 26th August, and of the 13th of September, reporting his proceedings, and 
stating his views of the important subject of the Slave Trade. ‘ ; 

2. Copies of these despatches have already been forwarded for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

3. I have also at the same time received the papers drawn up by Mr. Hickman, 
which their Lordships have sent to me for my opinion thereon. ‘These papers have 
received my most attentive consideration, and | have now to offer to their Lordships 
such remarks as occur to me upon the whole question. 

4. It is impossible to disguise the fact that the present aspect of affairs is more 
gloomy than it has been for many years, and that the duty imposed on Her 
Majesty’s officers has been rendered much more difficult by the cessation of all 
co-operation on the part of France and America, accompanied as it has been by 
increased jealousy of the proceedings of our cruizers. 

5. There is no doubt that this jealousy may, to some extent, have been caused 
by the extreme latitude which some of our cruizers allowed to themselves in boarding 
every vessel they mct; but this has now, | hope, been checked, and the practice 
of our officers reduced within strictly legal limits. 

6. But the ill effects are not so soon removed. 

7. What has passed between England and the United States has led to the 
belief on the part of the slave-dealers that our cruizers will in no case now venture 
to interfere with a vessel which can make even a show of being American, and they 
seldom fail, by some means or other, to obtain papers sufticient to deceive the 
British officers who may inspect them. 

8. At the same time the American Government has adopted no adequate 
measures for fulfilling the stipulations of their Treaty with England, by which they 
bind themselves to keep a squadron of suitable vessels on the coast; nor can they 
ever have an efficient squadron of cruizers, until they form a depét somewhere 
nearer the scene of action, from which they may be supplied with provisions. ; 

9. 1 must do the American officers the justice to say, that when they have been 
on the coast, they have, with few exceptions, shown a laudable desire to co-operate 
with us. 

10. To the difficulty which arises from the abuse of the American flag so 
seeps pointed out by Commodore Wise, there are now added those which arise 
out of the French proceedings. 

11. Up to the present time the evils of this system have been confined to the 
shore; no slaver, as fur as we know, having yet hoisted the French flag, though two 
suspicious cases are mentioned by Commodore Wise. 

12. On shore the stimulus given to the slave-markets has been great; and 
there can be little doubt that it has had the effect of reviving the desire to deal in 
slaves in many places where it was nearly extinct, and had been fast giving place 
to legitimate commerce. 

13. This has been shown chiefly in the Northern and Bights Divisions, where 
there can now, I fear, be little doubt that renewed attempts to ship cargoes will be 
made. In the north, the rivers to the north of Sierra Leone and the Galiinas will 
doubtless be the places selected for the operations of the dealers, and in the Bights, 
the coast from Cape St. Paul to Lagos. 

14, On the South Coast, between Cape Lopez and Ambriz, the Slave Trade has 
never been extinct; at the present moment it is most active, and it is from the 
neighbourhood of the Congo that the greatest number of slaves are purchased by 
the slave-dealers and by the French agents. 

15. The operations of M. Regis, though they have been stated by French 
officers to be in opposition to the interests of the slave-dealers by creating an.extra 
demand, are not so in reality, since the interior will supply any number of slaves 
that may be required, and the dealers having always the French market open to 
them to absorb any accumulation of slaves that the capture of slave-veasels might 
occasion, are thus secured from loss. 
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16. The question then arises, what is the best course for Great Britain to 

ursue. 

17. I approach this subject with much diffidence, since it involves so many 
political considerations, and a full knowledge of the relations between England and 
other States. ‘ 

18. The course proposed by Mr. Hickman is a modification of the present 
system. 

. He proposes that the squadron should consist of twelve vessels : three in the 
North Division, four in the Bights, four in the South, one senior officer. To these 
he would add ten river steamers manned by Africans or West Indians. 

With this force he would operate in the rivers and lagoons against the barra- 
coons, and he calculates that there would be a saving of 54,000/. per annum. 

19. I must, however, remark, that Mr. Hickman compares his squadron with 
one of twenty-six vessels, such as were employed in Sir Charles Hotham’s and Admiral 
Bruce’s time ; the actual force now on the station consists only of fourteen vessels, 
including the “ Brune,” and two of these, the “ Hecla,” and “ Alecto,” are in so bad 
a state that they must return to England immediately, if they are not already gone ; 
so that with the addition of the “ Archer” and “Hydra,” the number will still be 
only fourteen. 

20. Mr. Hickman’s proposal is based on the ground that the refusal of France 
and America to give our cruizers any power to interfere with vessels belonging to 
those countries, opposes a fatal obstacle to our efforts to suppress the Trade, and 
that, by stopping it in the lines of internal communication, we should escape the 
danger of being involved in disputes with those countries. 

21. Commodore Wise purposes— 

Ist. That we should obtain from France and America parmission to convey any 
slaver under their colours to the nearest cruizer belonging to those countries. 

2ndly. That we should acknowledge the right of Portugal to the territory 
claimed by them between Ambriz and 5° 12’ south latitude. 

3rdly. That we should then employ a squadron of twenty-four vessels: one 
Senior Officer, two paddle-wheel steamers of large stowage, one store-ship, eighteen 
screw-ships (steamers) ; two brigantines: the eighteen screw-ships to be composed 
of the “ Roebuck,” “ Viper,” and “ Banterer ” classes. 

22. There is much to be said in favour of both these proposals, and I have 
endeavoured to weigh the advantages and disadvantages of the different measures 
advocated in them. 

23. It is, in the first place, clear, from what has happened lately, that without 
some more effectual means of dealing with slavers under French and American 
colours. no increase of the blockading force would prevent the escape of some of 
them, as long as the Congo is in the hands of the slave-dealers; and although it 
might be possible, by the employment of river-steamers on the lagoons in the 
Bights, partially to check it there, that system would not be applicable to the coast 
between Cape Lopez and the Congo, where the chief trade exists. 

24. If the French and Americans would agree to co-operate heartily with us, 
giving to us the power of detaining and delivering up suspected slavers to the 
cruizers of the nation whose flag they hoisted, and by the establishment of an 
Agent or Consul at Loanda, and another at Fernando Po or Lagos, with authority 
to deal with the vessels brought before them, and by keeping a cruizer always in 
each division, | think the present system of blockading, carried out by the force 
proposed by Commodore Wise, would soon effectually check the trade; but is it 
probable that those Governments will now do what tey have before refused ? 

25. If they will not, and we are still to contend with the present difficulties, 
the only measures that appear to me to afford a chance of success, are— 

Ist. As suggested by Commodore Wise, the acknowledgment of the Portu. 
guese claim to the territory extending to 5° 12’ south latitude on such terms as 
would enable the two countries to destroy all the barracoons in the Congo, and close 
that river against the slave-dealers, at the same time guaranteeing the freedom of 
commerce in the river, and limiting the duties to be imposed to such a rate as 
would not interfere with British interests. 

I agree with Commodore Wise in thinking that this measure would be most advan- 
tageous, and that the power which the Portuguese have of extending their authority 
inland may become more prejudicial to our trade than the cession of the claim in 
question, with the guarantee I have mentioned, could ever be, 

Crass A. ea 5; 25 
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By this measure, and 

2ndly. By the employment of screw gun-boats in the river, I should hope that 
the Congo might really be closed against the slave-dealers, and the difficulty of 
shipping slaves without discovery be much increased, and vessels would not be able, 
as now, to lie at Punta de Lenha until a favourable opportuntty for escape offered. 

26. I am not aware that either France or America have objected to the Portu- 
guese claim to the territory in question. If they have not, the Portuguese cruizers 
would have the right to seize any vessels found within a league of the shore, and 
then the American flag falsely assumed would not protect them. 

27. 3rdly. In the Bights, the system proposed by Mr. Hickman might be par- 
tialy adopted—+that is, screw gun-boats might be employed on the lagoons with 
advantage; I should, however, prefer having a proportion of white men in them, 
and I believe that, with proper precautions and frequent reliefs, sickness to any 
great extent might be avoided. 

28. The chief offender in those parts is undoubtedly the King of Dahoney, and 
as we have a just cause of quarrel with him, not only for his breach of his Treaty 
engagement, but for his continued denial of justice in the case of the “Columbine,” 
we are at liberty to adopt such measures as may be most conducive to our object. 

29. Of these I believe none would be so effectual as— 

4thly, The occupation of * Whydah.” Their Lordships have had before them 
my opinion and that of Commodore Wise, and several other officers, on the prac- 
ticability of this measure ; with proper precautions, | should not doubt of success. 

30. The continued occupation could only be supported by black troops, and 
their security must depend much on the disposition of the natives and the power of 
keeping open the communication with the sea. 

There is, however, I think little doubt that a garrison could be maintained 
there. 

31. The occupation of Whydah with gun-boats on the lagoons would make it 
difficult for the slave-dealers to carry on their trade. 

32. But the question arises, how would such a measure be viewed by France ? 

On a former’oceasion she protested against the blockade of Whydah, and I 
believe claims some territorial rights there, the factory of M. Regis having once 
been a fort. 

33. Spain has also some similar claim. 

34. The French Commodore has lately visited Abomey with the view of 
entering into an agreement with the King of Dahomey for a supply of emigrants ; 
the attempt failed in consequence of the high price asked by the King for his 
slaves. 

35. France would look with jealousy on any measure which would so mate- 
rially impede her attempts to obtain emigrants, and would probably object to our 
continued occupation of Whydah. 

This, however, is a point for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

36. But whether we occupy Whydah or not, the employment of vessels of 
light draught of water in the lagoons will be most useful in encouraging legal 
commerce, and keeping the slave-dealers in check. i 

37. It has already been ascertained by the “ Brune,” that vessels drawing less 
than eight feet can, even in the dry season, proceed as far as Porto Novo, nearly 
sixty miles to the westward of Lagos, and it is probable that with more know- | 
ledge of the lagoons, even deeper water can be found, and that it is navigable for a 
considerable distance beyond Porto Novo. 

38. In the North Division, vessels of light draught would give us the command 
of the rivers, and though during the unhealthy season they could not enter them 
without too much risk, we could during the fine season operate effectually against 
any of the Chiefs who might attempt to evade their anti-slavery engagements. 

39. To carry out these measures, the force named by Commodore Wise would, 
1 think, be sufficient. 

40. The plan proposed by Mr. Hickman, of operating chiefly in the internal 
waters, is, I think, good, where it can be carried out; but | cannot agree with him 
in believing that it would be judicious to employ vessels manned entirely by 
coloured people. The effect on the natives would be very different from that 
produced by Europeans. 

41. But it would be impossible to depend on these internal operations alone,, 
and an arrangement with France and the United States, which would effectually 
prevent the abuse of their flags, would still be an object of the highest importance. 
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42, Whatever course their Lordships may decide upon adopting, it is most 
essential that as long as the blockade of the coast is maintained, the force employed 
should not be allowed to fall below the number pointed out in Commodore Wise’s 





Report. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
No. 258. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 108.) 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, November 12, 1858. 


I INCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
copies of a correspondence relative to the boarding of the Spanish brig “ Don Juan.” 
2. From the information I received at Lagos, [ have little doubt that had it 
not been for the vigilance of our cruizers, a cargo of slaves would have been shipped 
in that vessel. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure | in No. 258. 
Commodure Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” at Loanda, September 13, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward for your information a complaint made by Sefior Daroca, the Spanish 
Vice-Consul at Accra, relative to the alleged illegal boarding of the Spanish brig “Don Juan,” together with a 
copy of my reply thereto, and the reports of the officers who visited the vessel in question. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 258. 
Acting Governor Bird to Commodore Wise. 


. 
Sir, Cape Coast Castle, June 14, 1858 
I DO myself the honour of forwarding for your information copy of a complaint forwarded to me by the 
Spanish Vice-Consul at Accra. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. BIRD. 





Sm eR a ene en 


Inclosure 3 in No. 258. 
SeSor Daroca to Acting Governor Bird. 


Sir, Spanish Vice-Consulate, James, Accra, June 5, 1858. 
ON the date of 7th of last May I delivered to his ffxcellen the late English Governor of Gold Coast, 

Mr. Pine, predecessor to your Excellency, a note on which I spoke yesterday to your Excellency, and 

now, on the request of your Excellency, I send a copy of the same, for the purpose it may be convenient. 


It said :— 


« Sir, “ Spanish Vice-Consulate, James, Accra, May 7, 1858. 

“ Mr. B. Sapera, captain of the Spanish brig ‘Don Juan, has handed me an official communication, where 
the following facts are stated :— 

“1st. The Spanish brig ‘Don Juan’ has been, during her stay at the south of this coast, the subject of 
innumerable visits. 

“ 2nd. No inspection has been made as it is prescribed and expressly ordained by the Treaty dated on the 
28th of June, 1835, 

“ 3rd. On the lst of January last the ‘Don Juan’ was really invaded at 2 a.m., rather than inspectioned, by 
a ship of war, which name they forgot to write on the log-book. 

“4th, The same officers compelled that night to Captain Sapera to hoist the Spanish flag at 3 a.m. 

“5th. They also moved down the deck with lights, exposing so the brig to fire, for her cargo was of rum, 


against the remarks of the captain. 
282 
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“ 6th. During this inspection the officers lapsed from duty to the Spanish flag, and in propriety to the 
chief commandant of a Spanish merchant-vessel. 

« All and every one of these facts prove that the English officers who imspectioned the ‘ Don Juan’ not 
only have acted against the ‘ true spirit’ (Article IV) of the scot signed ‘to avoid the Slave Trade,’ not ‘to 
spoil the legal trade,’ but have too underrated the rules prescribed on the 3rd paragraph of Article IV, what is 
a matter of responsibility. 

“ As the first duty of mine is to survey for the true execution of the Treaty of 1835, I have the honour of 
sending your Excellency this communication, to be elevated to whom it may correspond, with the purpose of 
avoiding the repetition of such facts, ‘whilst my Government at Madrid, who will know all, demands the 
responsibility and penalty of the officers, according to Article IX of the Treaty. Please your Excellency to 
accept the high consideration of my respects, and believe me, &c. 


(Signed) “MANUEL LEIVA Y DAROCA. 
“ There was a seal.” 
I avail, &e. 
(Signed ) MANOEL LEIVA Y DAROCA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 258. 
Commodore Wise to Acting Governor Bird. 
Sir, Vesuvius,” off Loango, August 15, 1858. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 14th of June last, inclosing the copy of a complaint from the 


Spanish Vice-Consul at Accra, I have the honour to inclose my reply to the letter in question, and beg that 
you will be pleased to cause it to be delivered to Senor Daroca. 





I have, Xe. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 
Inclosure 5 in No. 258. 
Commodore Wise to Setior Daroca. 
Sir, “ Vesuvius.” off Loanyo, Auvust 15, 1858. 


IN reply to your letter, dated 5th of June last, addressed to his Excellency the Acting Governor of the 
Gold Coast, reporting the fact of Mr. B. Sapera, Captain of the Spanish brig “ Don Juan” having complained 
of the manner in which he had been boarded by Her Britannic Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of 
Africa, I have the honour to acquaint you, that I have called upon the Commanders of Her Majesty’s vessels 
who boarded the brig in question, to state the manner in which their visit, had been conducetd ; and by their 
reports I am informed, that the conditions of the Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, dated 28th of 
June, 1835, have been strictly complied with, and the visit conducted with every courtesy. Had it been other- 
wise, Her Majesty's officers who boarded the “Don Juan” would have disobeyed their instructions, and so left 
themselves open to a reprimand. 





I have, &e. 
‘ (Signed) CILAS. WISE. 
Inclosure 6 in No. 258. 
Mr. Thompson to Commander Aplin. 
Sir, “ Hecla.” July 15, 1858. 


IN mely to your Memorandum of the 15th July, calling my attention to the complaint made by the 
master of the Spanish brig “ Don Juau,” of Barcelona, of the conduct of the officers of Her Majesty’s ships by 
whom that vessel had been boarded, and also directing me to furnish you with an account of my proceedings 
when engaged in boarding the above-mentioned brig, I have the honour to make the following statement :— 

In ——— of orders received from you on the 2nd of February, 1858, I proceeded to board the 
Spanish brig “Don Juan,” of Barcelona, Bernardo Sapera, master, then lying at anchor off Whydah. In 
performing this duty I strictly adhered to the Treaty between our two nations, and endeavoured. by every 
possible means in my power, to carry out my duties in a courteous and proper manner. 

Before leaving (by means of one of the men who spoke English), I asked the master if he had any cause 
for complaint of the way in which I had performed my duties. He replied, that he had not. 

I (through the interpreter) offered to make a notation in his log of my having boarded his vessel. 
Whether this offer was accepted or not, I cannot, after this lapse of time, positively state ; but the entry was 
either made, or not, according to the wish he then expreased.. 

I have further to add that the person representing himself to be the master of the brig, did not at all. 
resemble the person described by you, and I have strony doubts as to his being the proper master. 

(Signed) JOHN a MPSOM, Master and Pilot, 
‘er Majesty's - “ Heela.” 
I have read the above statement, and find it correct. sidan iaasin 

(Signed) W. H. Hayvwanp, Master's Assistant, Officer in charge of Boat. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 258. . 
Lieutenant Pike to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Antelupe,” River Congo, August 24, 1858. 

IN obedience to your directions, I have the honour to make the following reply to the complaints of the 
master of the Spanish brig “ Don Juan.” 

hat vessel was never searched by me, nor did I ever give orders for so doing ; and she was boarded on one 
occasion, on the 1st January, 1858, and at 1 a.m., under the following circumstances :— 

On the evening of the 3lst December, 1857, Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” being off Great Popoe, a 
brig was observed running down from the westward at about 6 pa. Having neared her to about a mile, I sent 
Mr. Dennistoun (mate) to inquire what vessel it was, in the gig, as she had not shown any ensign in answer to 
ours, which had been hoisted some time. 

After about an hour’s absence he returned, and reported to me that he had pulled alongside the brig, with 
his ensign hoisted, but that the master and crew had positively refused to allow him to go on board, and, on his 
pr i to get up the side, made a considerable show of resistance, and also refused to hoist or show any 
colours. 

The vessel being by this time out of sight, I at once made sail along the land to follow her up, and at 
midnight discovered the same vessel at anchor off Whydah. There I anchored too, and at once sent Messrs. Denny 
and Dennistoun (mates), each in an armed whale-boat, with orders to insist upon knowing what vessel it was. 

~ After about half an hour's interval I went on board the vessel myself by request of those officers, who stated 
that the vessel showed no ensign, and that they could not understand the papers the master produced. 

They informed me that, being unable to comprehend the papers, they had looked into the hold, which 
appeared full of casks, but had not moved or touched anything. 

Upon looking at the vessel’s papers, she proved to be the Spanish brig “Don Juan.” Everything appearing 
correct and legal, I lost no time in quitting her ; and I observed that Mr. Denny made and signed the requisite 
entry in his log. Upon leaving, I asked, as well as my slight knowledge of Spanish would permit, whether the 
master had any complaint to make. He replied, “ None.” I asked him why he refused to allow my boat 
alongside, which would have saved all trouble. He replied, that he had heard of pirates in these seas, and did 
not know that it was a man-of-war's boat. I asked him why he had even refused to hoist or show any colours ; 
and then, not before, he himself ordered one of his crew to hoist the ensign, The man asked, “Which one?’ 
he replied, “ The large one ;” and then an immense Spanish ensign was hoisted at the peak. I also expressed my 
regret that his own want of civility should have compelled me to visit a Spanish vessel at such an hour. 

I beg most positively to deny that there was either on my part, or on the part of the officers acting under my 
orders, any want of respect or courtesy on this occasion. 

I have the honour to forward the statement of Mr. Dennistoun, one of the boarding officers, Mr. Denny 
having left the ship on promotion. 

T have also to add that the person who represented himself to be the master on this occasion, was a totally 
different person from the one who was pointed out to me as the real master by the consignee of the vessel at 
Whydah (Senhor Nobra), a noted slave-dealer. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. W. PIKE, 





Inclosure 8 in No. 258. 


Statement of Mr, Dennistoun (Mute) of what occurred on the occasion uf bvarding the Spanish brig 
“ Don Juan.” 


ON the evening of the 31st December, 1857, I went in the gig of Her Majesty's ship “ Antelope” to board 
a brig then about a mile a-head, and running with a light breeze. 

When I pulled alongside I was waived off, and the crew refused to give me a ladder or rope, or to allow me 
on board, though the boat’s ensign was hoisted, and I was in uniform, as also were the gig's crew, with the ship’s 
name on their hats. 

I pulled alongside twice, and tried to get on their chain-plates, but the master and crew got upon the gunwhale 
and prevented my getting on board, making such a show of resistance that had I had sufficient force I should 
have considered myself justified in forcing my way on board. 

All this time no ensign was hoisted; and as he refused to hoist any colours, I at once returned to the 
“ Antelope” and reported this suspicious behaviour. At 1 a.m. of the Ist January, the brig having been followed 
Md to Whydah anchorage, I received orders ftom Lieutenant Pike to proceed in the armed gig, and accompany 
Mr. Denny on board the brig, and to insist upon knowing what vessel it was. 

Upon our going on board, the master showed us two documents, one of them a long list, apparently of cargo, 
but we could understand neither. : 

Being unable to ascertain anything from the papers, we looked into her hold, which appeared full of casks, 
but we made no search, nor was any of the cargo disturbed or moved. The master made no objection, and 
—— provided lights, and several of the brig’s crew went down into the hold with lighted cigarettes in their 
mouths. ‘ 

Not being able to understand anything the master said, a boat was sent to request Lieutenant Pike to visit 
the vessel himself. While waiting for him the master called us into the cabin, and produced a paper, in English, 
signed by the British Consul at Barcelona, also- a letter from Messrs. Montague and Ov., her owners, and the 
port clearances from Sierra Leone and Gibraltar ; which, if he would have shown them at first, would have saved 
all delay, especially as the clearance from the last-named port was attested by my former captain (Captain 
George Elliot), and would have at once satisfied me. 

ring our visit every courtesy was shown towards the master, who, it appeared to me, threw every 
obstacle in the way of our ascertaining her nationality, by persisting in calling our attention to a manifest, 
. written in Spanish, and withholding papers that would a enabled us to perform our duty in a few minutes, 

Mr. Denny made and signed the entry in the brig’s in my presence. When Lieutenant Pike came 

ox board he looked at these documents, and at once ordered the vesse! to be quitted without any further search. _ 
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No colours were shown during our visit, but upon the boat's leaving I observed a very large Spanish ensign 
hoisted at her peak. 
To the best of my belief, no complaint was made by the master of the conduct of any of the boat's crew, 


or of ourselves, during this visit. 
(Signed) R. P. DENNISTOUN. 
“ Antelope,” River Congo, August 23, 1858. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 258. 
Lieutenant Burton to Commander Aplin. 


Sir, “ Triton,” Whydah, July 18, 1858. 
IN compliance with P ved Memorandum of this day’s date, I have the honour to inform you that I boarded 
the Spanish brig “Don Juan” myself, off Tachin, on the 8th of February last ; that the P ahigeron of the 
Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade were complied with ; and the requisite entry made in the log-book 
of the brig ; also all due courtesy shown during the visit. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. BURTON, 





Inclosure 10 in No. 258. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” Simon’s Bay, November 11, 1858. 

1 HAVE received your letter of the 13th September last, concerning a correspondence with the Spanish 
Vice-Consul at Accra, relative to the boarding of the brig “Don Juan,” and I have to acquaint you that I entirely 
approve the conduct of the officers of the “ Hecla,” “Triton,” and “ Antelope,” and of the answer sent by you to 
the Spanish Vice-Consul. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 259. 
Commander Hunt to Vice-Admiral Harvey. 
(No. 144.) 
Sir, « Alecto,” Sheerness, December 31, 1858. 


IN reply to the order of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, desiring 
me to report, in details, on the circumstances relating to the American brig 
“Caroline,” said to be detained by this ship off the River Murrey in May last, 
I beg respectfully to inform you that two Reports, in detail, have been forwarded 
to their Lordships, and to the Commander-in-chief of the African station, which ° 
fully answer the charges contained in the inclosures from the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs of the 4th of September last, copies of which were forwarded to me 
by Commodore C. Wise. I now inclose you a list of the said papers, and the date . 
on which they were forwarded; I also now inclose some further statements that 
meet the only points in the charges made against this ship by the owners of the 
brig, that have not already been replied to. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 259. 
List of Documents already forwarded. 


Forwarded to England by the mail-packet that left Sierra Leone on or about the 20th of May, 1858 :— 


Letter to the American Consul at Sierra Leone, dated the 10th of May, 1858. 

Extract from the log of Her Majesty's sloop “ Alecto,” of the 8th and 9th of May, 1858. 

Charges against the brig “Carolixe,’ 10 in number. 

Extract from American Shipping Laws, 5 in number. 

Lieutenant Walker's letter of the 13th of May, 1858, ri cage hae with the American Consul. 

Letter from Mr. Bradford Gibbs, said to be master of the “ ine,” dated 12th May, 1858, four days 
before it was sent. 

Commander Hunt’s ae to the same. 

Letter containing the particulars, and inclosing the above to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 
15th of May, 1858, 
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Letter of Lieutenant Walker's, of the 15th of May, 1858, reporting an interview with the American 
Consul. : 
N.B.—Copy sent to Foreign Office, 6th September. 


Forwarded from Portsmouth, the 24th of December, 1858 :— 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, of the 24th of November, 1858. 
Letter from Commander Hunt, inclosing the same. 
N.B.—Copy sent to Foreign Office, 27th December. 


— TEESE 


Inclosure 2 in No, 259. 
Commander Hunt to Vice-Admiral Harvey. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” Sheerness, December 31, 1858. 

WITH reference to my previous letter of this day’s date, I beg respectfully to forward, through you, to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty some further evidence in reply to the accusation brought against this 
ship Ls the owners of the brig “ Caroline,” of Boston, 

e brig was boarded off the Pongas (not Nunez), in latitude 9° 38' north, and 14° 45’ west. 

The brig was not seized, but towed, at his own request, to Sierra Leone, as per log of that date already 
forwarded. 

The statement of the master, of his being compelled to come on board this ship with his papers, is untrue, 
as he came voluntarily, and was told by myself that I had no power to take him oat of his ship on any account 
whatever. 

The statement that myself or others recommended him to sink or seize his papers and colours, is al<o 
untrue. 

Lieutenant Walker was grossly insulted on board the said vessel, and some of the seamen received blows 
and abuse by Mr. Bradtord Gibbs and others, which they refrained from noticing in any way whatever. 

I would also respectfully request their Lordships to examine the chart for part of the coast referred to, «1s 
they will perceive that, according to the master of the “Caroline,” our statement of his wishing to go to 
Matacong, towing him to Sierra Leone anchorage, three miles north-east of the Lighthouse, was actually in his 
nearest route to that place, as he must reach that position to enable him to lay into Matacong, with the usual 
sea-breeze from the south-west, and when he was left in that position, instead of going into the port he said hi 
was bound to, he, after all, went into Sierra Leone, the port to which he asked to be towed. 

When the “ Alecto” parted trom the brig “Caroline” at Sierra Leone, I waited upon Mr. B. Gibbs and 
Mr. Horace Tufts, who, at different times, had each represented himself to be master of the said brig, and 
inquired of them if they had any complaint to make. In reply, they stated that they had no complaint to make 
against the officers or men, who, they said, had behaved civilly ; that they thought I ought to repair their jib. 
which was split in a tornado, and repair their windlass, which was out of order when they left America, both of 
which were done. They were then distinctly asked if they had any further complaint. They replied they had 
none ; but said they thought they should complain of the detention. 

Their Lordships will also find that the copy of a letter from his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone 
fully corroborates all the reports 1 have forwarded them, and also fully answers the most important parts of the 
ease, and they will receive further communication from his Excellency on this subject. 

I have. &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





No. 260. 


Captain Anderson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ; “ Archer,” November  , 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that at noon of the 26th of October, in 
latitude 14° north, and 19° west longitude, I observed a taunt and rakish-looking 
brig on the port-bow, standing to the westward. I immediately hauled to the wind 
to close, and hoisted my colours at the same time: at 12°30 1 passed about a mile 
to leeward of her, and as she evinced no intention of hoisting any colours, I fired 
a blank gun to enforce it. She then showed an American ensign, and dipped it 
three times, a proceeding rather uncommon on the part of an American vessel. 
When in her wake I tacked, upon which she immediately hove-to. At about 
1:15 p.m, Gn peat to windward, and a-head of her, I detacked the cutter with 
Lieutenant Knowles and a midshipman, with instructions to examine her papers 
only to ascertain her nationality, but to take no further steps without communi- 
ani with me. 

n the boat’s return, Lieutenant Knowles reported her to be the “ Anglo- 
Saxon,” of Boston, two days-from Goree, previously from Bathurst and the 
Gambia, her papers apparently correct, with the exception of the clearance from 
Bathurst and the Gambia (not dated) ; the person in charge stated that the captain 
and mate had died at Bathurst. She had a few hides, a little ivory, and palm oil 
on board—he said he hardly quite knew what; but he was going to take it to the 
Cape de Verds, and from thence intended proceeding to the United States. 
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Lieutenant Knowles also reported her to have a darkened binnacle, such +s are 
in common use on board slavers. He offered before leaving, to note in the vessel’s 
log the particulars of his visit, which the person in charge declined, saying, he 
would do so himself. As she was under American colours, and I ‘did ,not think 
there were sufficient grounds for detaining her, I allowed her to proceed. I ny 
here remark, there was no detention on our part, as she hove-to voluntarily, whic 
the boarding officer explained to them. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. S. ANDERSON. 





No. 261. 


Lieutenant Simpson to the Senior Officer, West Coust of Africa. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” Lat. 4° 40’ N., Long. 1° 55° W., September 21, 1858. 

HEREWITH I beg to inclose the boarding officers’ Report of having boarded 
the American brigantine “ Henry,” of Waldoboro’, V. Harding, master, bound to 
New York. 

Proving an American vessel, she was not molested, or in any way detained ; 
and had she shown her colours before sunset, when it was practicable for them to 
have been distinguished from Her Majesty’s steam-vessel under my command, she 
would not have been visited. 

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. H. SIMPSON. 





Inclosure in No. 261. 
Report. 


AT 7.45 p.m, of the 21st of September, 1858, boarded in latitude 4° 40/ north, longitude 1° 55’ west, the 
brigantine “ Henry,” of Waldoboro’, bound to New York, V. Harding, master. Finding she was an American 
vessel, did not in any way molest her ; no complaint was made by any person on board. 

(Signed) HENRY J. CODDINGTON, Acting Mate. 
JOHN HAY, Assistant Paymaster, in charge. 


rr 


No, 262. 
Commander Bowden to the Secretary to the Admiralty 


Sir, ’ . ‘ Medusa,” Shark’s Point, October 4, 1858. 
| HAVE the honour to report that, on the 4th of October, I saw a large 
barque, under American colours, proceeding up the Congo, and as I thought her 
likely to prove to be a slaver, | caused her to be boarded by Lieutenant Nott. 
_ On his return, he informed me that she was the barque “ Hazard,” and a legal 
trader ; | therefore did not further interfere with her. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BOWDEN. 
—— SSS 
No. 263. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
No. 76.) 
ir, “ Vesuvius,” off Lagos, November 23, 1858. 


WITH reference to my letter of the 9th of October, I have the honour to 
inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a 
third report from Commander Close on the subject of slave-trading in the Pongas, 
and containing the information of a recent shipment which is reported to have 
taken place from that river. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE, 
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Inclosure in No. 263. 
Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, ; “ Trident,” Sierra Leone, Norember 8, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 14th of October, I dispatched the second cutter of this ship 
to examine the creeks and inlets in the River Pongas up to Cape Verga. The boat was manned by Krooboys, 
acquainted with the language of the saigowe and disguised with goods for trade, under the direction of a native 
who, some years ago, found a slaver in the Pongas for Her Majesty’s ship “ Alert.” In six days the service was 
most completely performed. The Bagroo (or Bargar) people showed a creek where slavers had been successfully 
conceale:] from men of-war boats ; and they promised to do the same for any slaver the second cutter brought 
into the river. The cutter also heard that an American vessel landed a cargo last month seenee Tintima, 
but was frightened away out of the river by the report of men-of-war’s boats being in the neighbourhood. The 
cutter, wishing to visit this place, were tcld that no stranger could land there. It is well known that strangers 
are never permitted to approach the locality of barracoons ; and I have since obtained information that slaves 
are held hy Karrata Marra in this place for export trade, 

I have received a great deal of information from two slaves who very recently escaped from the barracoons 
of Mrs. Lightbourne and Mr. Faber ; one of them has left his mother end wictee in chains at Mrs. Lighthourne’s, 
and is most anxious to lead an attack on the barracoons, which he said must be suddenly performed by night, 
or the slives would be removed far into the bush the moment a man-of-war boat was seen in the river. They 
assured me that Mrs. Lighthourne’s daughter, who lives opposite to Farrangia, has no dealings with the export 
Slave Tride. The slave from Mr. Faber’s barracoons states that, two months ago, Mr. Faber embarked 200 or 
300 slives in a Spanish vessel, commanded by a man named Minette, She was concealed in a creek at the Sand- 
bar, and the slave was employed on bourd her to watch. He hsd been ten years a slave to Mr. Faber, five of 
which he had spent in chains. Latterly they had trusted him to watch, and to buy slaves on two occasions for 
Mr. Faber, On the last occasion, his money and boat had been taken from him by the natives of the Scarcies 
river, sud, fearing to return to his master empty-handed, he ran to Sierra Leone. 

On my recent visit to Matacong, I heard that, two months ago, a Spanish vessel anchored off the island ; 
the captiin landed, and was advised by Mr. Reader, an English merchant, to go away, as it was not safe for him 
to be there. Mr, Reader is supposed not to be so honest as he should be, and is also suspected of uiding and 
abetting the Slave Trade ; he is acting in trade for a person of the name of Isaacs, who was obliged to run from 
Matacong, a writ being issued against him by Governor Kennedy for slave-dealings, 

I beg to correct an error in my last letter on the Pongas. viz.; King Katty and King Ten are one and the 
same person. King Katty (with whom we have Treaty) is King at the town of “Ten.” He is considered by 
the nations first King of the Pongas; he is a great drunkard; and, as I said before, would, no doubt, sanction 
our doing anything that might be considered necessary in the river. I believe he would be happy to see 
Mrs. Lighthourne and (John) Faber taken out of the river for ever ; their influence and strength in the river 
are far superior to that of the King’s, which on various occasions he has felt to his cost, though Mrs. Lightbourne 
found it convenient to call herself a subject of the King of Pongas, when her barracoons were destroyed by the 
boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Iris.” 

T now feel satistied that, with my present information, the barracoons may be destroyed at any time you 
may think fit; aad I could almost promise the capture of all the slaves at Farrangia and Sangha barracoons, 
amounting at present to about 500, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. A CLOSE. 





No. 264. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty 

(No. 77.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off Lagos, November 27, 1858. 

INCLOSED, I have the honour to transmit the copy of a letter addressed to 
the Commander-in-chief, requesting directions as to the course to be pursued with 
the Kings and Chiefs of the Gallinas who have disregarded their Treaty engage- 
ments with Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 264. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” off ‘os. November 26, 1858, 

T HAVE the honour to acquaint you that in consequence of rumours to the étfect that the export Slave 
Trade had been vigorously re-opened in the Gallinas neighbourhood, by the Kings and Chiefs with whom we 
have plecy especially Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, and Sandfish, King of Sugury, I dispatched the 
“ Alecto,” Commander Hunt, to warn them of the punishment they might expect if they continued to disregard 
their solemn engagements with Her Majesty's Government. 

2. I inclose extracts from Commander Hunt’s report, by which you will observe that there has been no 
proof of slave-trading except in supp'ying the French Government vessels with emigrants, or more properly 
slaves ; for in order to procure them slave-hunts and wars have to be engaged in, and they are chained and 
treated z the — _ manner as if yd were the to be embarked in a veritable slaver, 

3. Commander Hunt’s warning to Thomas Cole, King of Manna Rock, and Sandfish,}Ki 
of “~ avail; Na the palaver been concluded pet few days, be ey it was paint oa fa pong: ery 

Lass A. | 2T 
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emigration ship “Phenix,” of Nantes, was employed receiving a cargo of slaves, as detailed in the accompanying 
correspondence. 

© Conaniasiige Hunt, on the requisition of the President of the Liberian Republic, conducted the 
Attorney-General of Monrovia to the “ Phoenix,” in order that the latter official might warn her captain that 
he was offending against the Liberian law, and order him to desist. , . 

5. [cannot approve of Commander Hunt consenting to interfere with the French Government emigration 
scheme, nor do I intend to tuke any further steps in the matter until I receive instructions on the subject. 
I have, however, pending such instructions, in my letter, of which inclosed is a copy, informed the President of 
Liberia that, as the Liberians lay claim to the sovereignty of the Gullinas coast, I must request him to enforce 
the subordinate Princes and Chiefs to comply with their Treaty engagements with Her Majesty's Government, 
and check the export Slave Trade from their territory. : ete : 

6. The question which I have the honour to request you will decide is this:—We have Slave Trade 
Treaties with the Kings and Chiefs of the Gallinas coast ; the Liberian Government claim sovereignty over these 
Kings and Chiefs ; the Treaties in question have been repeatedly broken, especially in the case of the so-called 
emigrant-vessels “Reina Celi,” “ Orion,” and “Phenix,” who were procured by slive-hunts, sold for money, 
and conveyed in chains to the Comoro for shipmen}, and are consequently, according to the spirit of the 
Treaties, bond fide slaves: the query now is, who are responsible for this breach of solenm engagement, the 
Liberian Government or the subordinate Chiefs, and by what means is a compliance a ite to be enforced ? 

have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS, WUSE. 





No. 265. 
Communder Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Alecto,” Woclwich, January 17, 185%. 
I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed despatch, 
Having to do duty as Senior Officer in this yard, in the absenee of the Com- 
modore Superintendent, has prevented my presenting them in person. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure in No. 265. 
Cummandrr Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, & Alveto”’ Woolwich, J nay 1, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you a reply to your letter of the 10th instant, in which I am referred to 
the extract of a letter from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated the 8th of January, 
in which it is observed that Lord Malmesbury has not yet received an answer to the specific charges made 
by Mr, Dallas against myself and the officers of this ship. I now, therefore, endeavour to condense in one 
complete and comprehensive form, a dcnial of the charges alluded to, and to which I have already replied in 
communications through you to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

1, The “Caroline” was not a fully and regularly documented vessel according to the American law, or 
the Law of Nations, for the following reasons, viz. :— 

Her register was beyond ten years old. It had not the endorsement on the back of the change of captains. 

Her articles and crew-list were all in the same handwriting, and not signed hy the men individually. 

Ifer clearance had only the word “ Merchant ” for description of cargo, and © Africa” for destination. 

The master had no manifest whatever (a most important document). 

2. Her equipment, and the portion of her cargo that was seen, gave the strongest suspicion of her being 
engaged in the Slave Trade ; slave planks and beams being in sight. 

3. The master was not subjected to a course of insolent interrogatory, in proof oi which there is abundant 
testimony. 

4. The papers were not demanded, but asked for politely, for the purpose of ascertaining her nationality. 

5. She was hailed that we wished to speak to her, because when the boat was dropped ahead it could not 
reach the vessel, which seemed purposely to avoid the boat. ‘ 

6. Her hold was not violently opened and examined, but the master invited the officers to look in his fore 
and aft holds; but as both places had been blocked up by powder barrels, they declined to look in them, and 
some time afterwards on looking under the main hatch, that also was observed to be so carefully and cautiously 
stowed as to frustrate any attempts to search it, had they been so disposed, 

7, The master was not forcibly taken on board the “ Alecto,” but went voluntarily ; he was distinctly told 
by myself that I had no power or authority to take him out of his ship. 

8 I also beg emphatically to deny, on the part of myself and officers, that any such low and vulgar insult was 
or ever has been, offered to a defenceless merchant-ship, as recommending (as it is termed) “to let his colours 
and papers swim ;” but, on the contrary, the American flag has always been treated with respect, and nothing 
more has ever been demanded than a proof of a right to the flag carried. 

9. That the “ Caroline” was not seized and put in charge of a prize-crew, but taken in tow at the master’s 
own request to Sierra Leone, the port to which he stated he was bound, for the purpose of expediting his voyage 
and proving his nationality before the American Consul, 

10. That the men of this ship were put on board at the master's own request to assist him. 

11. That the vessel was not taken to a port that she was not destined for, which was proved by his, the 
master, Mr. B-adford Gibbs, previous request, and by his entering that port of his own free will, after parting 
company with this ship, by his declining to be towed to Matacong when offered a tow to that place, and by his. 
consignees, Messrs. Readcr, Isaacs, and Co., being in and belonging to the port of Sierra Leone, and being 


i ecg person there at the time, as proved by a letter of his Excellency the Governor of Sierra. 
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12. That the vessel was spoken on the 8th of May, at 4°15 p.m., and parted company with this ship at 
11:30 a.m. of the 11th, being only two days nineteen hours instead of four days as stated, which is verified by a 
copy of ship’s log and other reports already forwarded. - 

13, That any language or behaviour of any description suggested, as stated in the accnsation, by a 
consciousness of bafled cupidity and arrogance, is entirely untrue and without the slightest foundation ; that in 
proof of the above it can be shown that Mr. Horace Tufts, Mr. Bradford Gibbs, and all the erew of the 
“Caroline,” were during the whole of the affair, and particularly afterwards in Sierra Leone, in constant friendly 
intercourse with the officers and men of this ship. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully add that in all the numerous cases of visiting, boarding, or capturing 
vessels under the various flags common to those pats of the coast of Africa on which this ship has been 
cruizing, no angry word or offensive altercation has ever occurred between the officers and crew of the ship 
under my command and those boarded, and that it is notorious in Sierra Leone, as verified by his Excellency the 
Governor's letter, that certain British merchants of Sierra Leove, assisted by the liberated negro, Mr. Magnus 
Smith, are the persons who are urging on, against their will, the owners of the “Caroline” in these unwarrant- 
able accusations. 

Lisave, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





No. 266. 


Governor Hill to Sir E, B. Lytton. 
(No. 196.) 
Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, December 13, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the copy of a letter addressed by me to 
Commander Hunt, R.N.; and considering it my duty, I also inclose the Customs 
entry inwards of the cargo brought to this port in the “ Caroline,” with the list and 
prices of the different articles of cargo purchased by Mr. Heddle, including the 
produce given in exchange. 

Mr. Heddle, in purchasing the cargo of the “Caroline,” allowed 10/. per cent. 
above the invoice, and I would call attention to the remarks inserted by that mer- 
chant in proof that Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Alecto”’ conferred a pecuniary 
benefit on the owners of the “Caroline” in towing her to Sierra Leone, where a 
ready market and return cargo awaited her; and under such circumstances her 
claim for compensation under this head, made upon Her Majesty’s Government by 
the owners of the “Caroline,” cannot in justice be maintained. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 266. 


Captain Horace Tufts in account with Charles Heddle. 





1858 £ os. d. £ sa d. 
June 21 | To 583 dry hides, weighing 5,017 Ibs., at 19 cents 192 11 9} 
21 585 lbs. old composition, at 6d. .. oe a Si 1412 6 
—— 213 4 3h 
22 1,114 dry hides, weighing 10,565 lbs., at 19 cents oe 418 3 114 
23 1,101 ditto, weighing 10,316 lbs., at 19 cents 408 610 
23 2,807 lbs. old junk, at 14d. ze aya 17 10 10} 
rent 42517 8h 
25 11 casks and 5 barrels palm oil, containing 1,411 gallons, at 2s. 1d. ie 14619 7 
26 1,719 dry hides, weighing 14,331 Ibs., at 19 cents. .. . “3 568 1 2} 
26 2,952 lbs. ditto, on June 24, per Lynch and Co., at 19 cents... 116 17 O 
26 1,090 Ibs. composition, on June 17, per Pike, at 6d. . es 27 5 0 
144 2 0 
28 31 teeth ivory, above 20lbs., weighing 860} Ibs., at 6s.3d. .. 268 18 1} 
28 563 ditto under 20|bs., weighing 2,590 lbs., at 4s. 2d... 539 13 9 
28 1,460 lbs. gum copal, at 4d. aa we ar oe 24 6 8 
————_— 832 18 64 
29 36 teeth ivory above 20 lbs., weighing 1,315 lbs., at 6s. 2d. .. 41018 9 
29 20 ditto under 20 lbs., weighing 93} Ibs, at 4s. 2d. .. we 19 9 7 
29 778 lbs. composition, at 6d. es a ae a 19 9 0 
449 17 4 
30 816 lbs. ditto, at 6d... ais oP os és 20 8 0 
30 285 bushels ground nuts, at 1s. 6d. a a8 : 217 6 
———_ 4115 6 
July 1 555 Ibs. composition, at 6d. isin es ae 1317 6 
1 2,707 lbs. old junk, at 13d. ie ate a ‘ 1618 4} 
1 94 bushels ground nuts, at ls. 6d. ii ee sis 7 1°0 
37 16 104 
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1855 £ # a £ os. d. 
July 2 | To 301 Ibs. composition, at 6d. re 710 6 
2 385 bushels ground uuts, at Ls. Gd. 2817 6 
—— 36 8 O 
3 1,388 Ibs. old junk, at 13d. P ns 818 ¢ 
3 238 Ibs. composition, at 6d. oe 519 0 
3 700 bushels ground nuts, at 1s. Gd. 5210 0 
-— 67 2 G6 
5 490 ditto, at ls. 6d. as 3615 U 
6 706 ditto, at ls. Gd. 52 19 O 
6 264 Ibs. composition, at 6d. 612 0 
6 2,409 Ibs. old junk, at 13d. 15 1 13 
74:12 14 
6 318 bushels ground nuts, at ly. 6d. ra 23:17 O 
8 49z dry hides, 4.577 lbs , at 19 cents 18] 3 5% 
8 107 cutts, 780 lbs., at 3d. 915. 0 
8 310 Ibs. composition, at 6d. : 715 0 
8 18 pieces ivory, 102 Ibs., at 4s od. 21 5 O 
| 21918 33 
9 2,683 Ibs. composition, at 6d. ae G7 1 6 
13 726 lbs, ditto, at Gd. 18 3 0 
13 67 lbs. ditto, at 6d... } 113 6 
13 365 bushels ground nuts, at ly. 6d. ay 7 G 
+ 47 4 («0 
14 319 Ibs. composition, at 6d. 719 6 
14 355 bushels yround nuts, at Ls. bd. 26 12 6 
a | 34.12 0 
17 L tusk ivory, 50} Ibs., at Gs. 3d. - 15.15 74 
17 15 ditto, 1094 Ibs. at 48. 2d. 2216 3 | 
17 732 lbs. composition, at Gd. is 6 0 
36 17 10} 
19 3.238 lbs. hides, at 19 cents . 128 3 5 
ly 58 lbs. scrivelloes, at 4s.2d. .. ou i2 © 8 
19 530 bushels ground nuts, at 1s. 6d. 39°15 O 
a0 0 1 
22 G0 teeth ivory. 211 Tbs., at dy. 2d. 4319 2 
5 ditto, 1 1594) Ibs., at Gs. 3d. 49 16 10} | 
400 bushels “ground nuts (on 20h) at Ly. 6d. 30 0 0 | 
———| 123 16° 0} 
To brig “ Caroline,” account transferred 54.10 02 | 
To cash paid to you to close 14 3 
| 5514 38 
Total | 4,302 15 10} 
Cr. 
1858 ay c. 
June 28 | By 6 porahent tobacco, 9,440 Ibs., at 12 cents - 1,132 80 
28 12 ditto, 19,043 lbs., at 18 cents ‘ $6 no 3.427 74 
28 8 ditto, 15, 078 Ibs., at 20 cents a 3,015 60 
28 6 bales brown sheeting, 4.479 yards, at ‘lo cents .. 447 90 
28 2 ditto, 1,491 yards, at 10 ceuts es 149 10 
28 5 cases blue drills, 3,279 yards, at 11 cents : 360 69 
28 400 kegs powder, 10,000 Ibs., at 12} cents we 1,250 0 
28 20 barrels flour, at $8 25c. .. . ars 165 O 
28 30 barrels bread, 2,742 lbs., at 5 cents 137. 10 
28 5 casks shingle-nails, 500 Ibs., at 4} cents 229 50 
28 6 casks planking-screws, at $3 50c. .. “ 2 #20 
28 40,000 feet cedar shingles, at $4 25c. ay aa 170 O 
28 20,000 +29, feet lumber and joists, at $18 e st 433 26 
28 150 barrels rum, 5,842 gallons, at 37} cents é er 2.190 75 
28 131 puncheons ditto, 13,795 gallons, at 37} cents 5,173 12 
1 
Add 10 per cent. Se ~ ee ps 
19,906 2] 
98 | By 135 oil-casks and 10 casks, heads, and hoops, 27,062 gallons, at 23 cents 744 20 
Total vs 5G “ 20,650 41 
£ s. d. 
$20,000,650 41 c., equal to .. wa we 4,302 3 42 
July 5 8 gallons rum, at 374 cents .. oe Bie 012 6 
4,302 15 10} 


Examined, O. E., July 28, 1858. 


(Signed) 


HORACE TUFTS. 
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Remarks by Mr. Heddle. 


I believe that the owners of the brig “Caroline” must have realised a considerable profit on the return 
cargo, for it appears by a letter dated in New York, September 6, 1858, that the greater portion of the hides were 
sold in Boston at 32 cents (equal to 1s. 4d.) per Ib., an advance of about 75 per cent. on the price paid for them 
here. A profit must also have been made on the pear ground nuts, as the supercargo of* the “ Ida,” a vessel 
belonging tu the same owners as the “Caroline,” and which arrived here a month later, paid 50 cents (equal 
to 2s. 1d.) per bushel for his cargo, which, I believe, was intended for the same market. 

Sierra Leone, November 30, 1858. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 266. 


Customs Entry of Cargo of * Caroline.” . 


{x the ship ' Caroline,” of Boston, foreign built, property all foreign, about 172 tons, with 8 men, all foreigu, 
and no others besides ; Bradford Gibbs, an American, master for this present voyage from Boston. 


‘Tonnage, 12/. 18s. ; light, 2¢. 3x.; harbour, 12. 109. :—Total, 162. 11s, 


(Inwards, Port of Freetown.) 


Consigned to Charles Heddle :— 
26 hogsheads tobacco. 
133 puncheons rum 
157 barrels rum, 
135 oil-shooks. 
10 cask-heads. 
8 bales brown sheeting. 
5 cases blue drills. 
400 keys gunpowder, 
20,000 feet planks and bourds. 
4,000 feet joists. 
4i),.000 feet shingles. 
20 barrels flour. 
30 birrels bread. 
5 kegs nails. 
6 kegs planking-serews, 
3 cases shoes, 
2 cases boots. 
1 trunk stationery, 
4 boxes ink. . 
3 trunks samples. 
5,000 cigars. 


Stores :— 
6 barrels beef. 
4 barrels pork. 
10 barrels bread. 

2 barrels flour. 

1 barrel potatoes. 

1 barrel vinegar. 

14 barrels molasses. 
} barrel tongues and sounds. 
} barrel meal. 

1 tub pickles. 


1 cheese. 

} box raisins. 

6) Ibs. dried apples. 
30 Ibs. lard. 

18 lbs. butter. 

1S lbs. soap. 

1 peck peas. 

1 box herrings. 
110 lbs. sugar. 

3 bushel beans, 

1 gallon fluid. 

1 bag salt. 

6 gallons lamp-oil 

5 Ibs. tea. 

14 hams. 

2 lbs. spices. 

4 lbs. candles, 

3 Ibs. cocoa. 

} gross matches. 

1 barrel varnish. 

1 barrel tar. 

} barrel asphaltine. 

7 gallons paint-oil. 

2 gallons spirits. 
25 Ibs. lead. 

25 Ibs. black paint. 

1 tin green paint. 

6 Ibs. yellow ochre. 

Ld bott. duck. 

i coils rope. 
L*coil spun yarn. 
2 coils merlin. 

5 spare sails. 


1 do declare that this entry, now tendered and subscribed by me, is a just repert of the name of the above- 
mentioned ship, its burthen, build, property, number and country of mariners, the present master and voyage ; and 
that it further contains a true account of the lading of the said ship, with the particular marks, numbers, quantity, 
quality, and consignment of all the goods and merchandize in the said ship, to the best of my knowledge and belief ; 
and that bulk hath not been broke, nor any goods delivered out of the said ship since her loading in Boston. 

(Signed ) BRADFORD GIBBS 


Signed and declared, the 17th day of May, 1858, in the presence of 
(Signed) J. Macrag, First Clerk, pro Collector. \ 





No. 267. 


Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
(No. 15.) 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, January 18, 1859. 
IN paragraph 17 of my letter No. 68, reporting the proceedings of the African 
squadron, I informed you that the “Spitfire” had been employed conveying a 
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detachment of the West India Regiment to the Sherbro to protect Mr. Hanson, 
Her Majesty’s Consular Agent, and British merchants, from an attack anticipated 
from the native tribes. An interview was then held with the Chiefs by Lieutenant 
Chapman and others, and the result was that peace was apparently restored. 

Since then, Commander Close, of the Trident,” informs me of the proceedings 
of the French Commodore connected with the destruction of the town of Bendo, 
opposite York Island, at the Sherbro. Commander Close trst states thet Commo- 
dore Protet came to Sierra Leone on the 17th November Iast in the steamer-of- 
war * Grondeur;” he did not fly his pendant, and was anxious to preserve his 
incognito ; for, on the “Grondeur” being visited, an inquiry was made where was 
Commodore Protet? the answer, by the Commodore himseif, was that he was at 
Goree. Commodore’s Protet’s presence was soon afterwards ascertained, and also 
that he bad a squadron of three vessels off St. Anno’s shoals; his object in this 
manceuvre being to operate at the Sherbro without the presence of an English man- 
of-war. 

These operations are reported as follows :—- 

“ Monday, 6th December, 1853, sent pinnace, in charge of the master, to show 
the English flag in the River Sherbro, where the French Commodore was operating 
against the natives. 

* Sailed for Sierra Leone on the 10th; pinnace returned from the Sherbro on 
the 13th, bringing news tnat the French Commodore had burnt the town of Bendo, 
opposite York Island, with his two steamers ‘Grondeur’ and ‘Arab’ Benco 
was shelled, but no shot was returned; the French landed JOO men, 350 of which 
were troops from Goree, and burnt the place down, The Chief of this village, 
named Caulker, had insulted the French merchants, and a French factory had been 
burnt. 

*Caulker had also broken a Treaty with the French by building a stockade ; 
Caulker ran and placed himself under the protection of the British Consul; the British 
Consul made the following terms with the French for Caulker:—His son, who had 
pulled the beard of a French merehant, to be given up a prisoner; Caulker to 
return to his place from whence he came, viz., 2 town opposite the Plantain Island ; 
two of his sons, under ten years of age, to be given up to be educated by the French 
Government at Goree. 

«The BritishConsul is of opinion that English interest and influence has increased 
by the French visit, for the natives see that the English Consul and flag can protect 
them even against the French. Caulker was a bad man, and is well out of the 
river; he has given us trouble before. 

“The natives say the French act first, and talk afterwards; the Engtish talk 
first, and act afterwards. 

‘The French steamers lay off Bendo for two days without holding any commu- 
nication with Caulker or the shore.” 

This same man Caulker, mentioned in the above extract, has been the instigator 
of all the Sherbro disturbances, and has, it is reported, formed a conspiracy with 
the native tribes to take possession of Sherbro Island, murder our Consular Agent, 
and pillage the factories of the English merchants. 

In consequence of Mr. Hanson’s urgent requisition, on the 15th January, by 
request of his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, I dispatched the “ Trident” 
to the Sherbro; she conveyed a detachment of the West India Regiment, with field- 
piece and rockets, to protect the Consulate, and by the advice of Governor Hill I 
have instructed Commander Close to get possession of the person of the Chief, 
Stephen Caulker, the ringleader of all these disturbances, and convey him as a 
prisoner to Sierra Leone; he has also been directed to warn the Chiefs that any 
further disturbance will not pass unpunished. 

On the return of the “ Trident,” [ will further report the result of Commander 
Close’s proceedings in this matter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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No. 268. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


(ixtract.) January 19, 1859. 

COMMANDER CLOSE of the “ Trident,” the senior officer of the division, 
since the 11th of October, has visited the Isles de Los and Pongas, sending his boat 
up that river on the 13th, with iSroomen disguised as traders, to endeavour to 
obtain information of slave-trading transactions. Cape Verga was also visited, 
and Matacong, where Commander Close states that his Kroomen, and a “ native in 
his employ for secret scrvice,” gleaned information which implicated a Mr, Reader 
as engaged in the Slave Trade. 

October 25, returned to Sierra Leone: stripped and lightened the ‘ Trident,” 
and beached her, on the 4th November, to clean her bottom. 

I have to acquaint you that the “Trident” had been on the beach from the 4th 
to the J8th of November, for the purpose of cleaning her bottom; on the latter date 
she was forced off, in consequence of certain proceedings on the part of the French 
Commodore Protet, detailed in my letter of the 1$th instant. 

On the 19th November, the “ Alecto” arrived from Monrovia. Commander 
Close states that the President of Liberia, having heard that the French Commo- 
dore, with a squadron, was expected at Monrovia to settle the matter of the 
“Regina Coli,” requested the presence of [fer Majesty's ship ‘* Trident.” 

On the 24th of January the “ Trident” sailed for Monrovia. At Monrovia the 
Acting British Consul Roberts came on board. and informed Commander Close that 
the President requested his advice on the subject of the expected visit of the French 
Commodore on the “ Regina Coli” business. Commander Close landed, and ha: 
an interview with the President, in which he informed him of all the French 
Comimedore’s views on the “Regina Cali” business. and assured the President 
that he did not think that he had any violence to fear, advising him to decline 
entering verbally into any official business with the french Commodore, as_ he, 
the President, feared misvepresentation. In the second place, Commander Close 
advised him that if any unreasonable terms. the President should demand the 
arbitration of three Powers. Thirdly, Commander Close gave the President 
permission, as a last resource, to inform the French Commodore that he, on the 
part of the English Government. had advised him to appeal to arbitration. 

The President of Liberia wishes to punish Kings Cole and Saudiish for selling 
slaves to the French emigrant-ship ‘“ Phoonix ;” he made a requisition for an 
English steamer of war to convey his troops up the Manna river next February. 

At Monrovia, Commander Close visited the English brig “ Ellen Jenkinson ;” 
she reported a French three-masted steamer of war at Trade Town Point, which 
steamer came from the northward, and turned back against that Point: this was 
the “Grondeur.”” examining the coast of Liberia for the “Phoenix.” The “ Gron- 
deur” returned to Sierra Leone on the 25th for coal. The same brig reported that, 
on the 27th of August, a Spanish steam-brig was towing a schooner with 200 slaves 
on board; she anchored off Tabon Bereby and Cuvalah. places cast of Cape Palmas. 
The steamer sent a boat alongside the brig to buy cloth, and they called the steamer 
the “ Dosé Amenas.”’ 

“Sailed for the Pongas on the 22nd; conveyed the Rev. J. H. A. Dupart, 
missionary, who was landed at the river next day.” Since that date “ Spitfire” 
cruized off the Pongas river, but saw or heard nothing worthy of report, until the 
5th December, when Lieutenant Chapman sent the head Krooman of the “ Spitfire ” 
up the river. He returned with positive information of slaves and barracoons 
existing in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Lightbourne’s premises, having seen upwards 
of 700 slaves all chained and ready for embarkation. “Spitfire” left the Pongas 
on the 12th December, up to which time the slaves were still there, and she arrived 
at the Isles de Los the same day, and having undergone a partial refit, was on the 
point of sailing for the Pongas, December the 16th, and she subscquently appears 
to have been cruizing in that neighbourhood till the 9th of January. 

On the 20th December the “ Antelope,” which had arrived from the Bights, 
was dispatched to cruize off the Gallinas, and, by last accounts, was anchored at 
the Sherbro, protecting Mr. Hanson, Her Majesty's Consular Agent, from an attack 
which is anticipated on the part of the natives. 

The "H. dA. Chase,” American barque, suspected of being a slaver, is, it is 
generally supposed, only waiting a chance to ship at Porto Seguro; or, it is not. 
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improbable that if no such opportunity offers, she will proceed to the South Coast. 
When the “H. A. Chase” was last seen, she was employed hoisting in casks, said 
to be palm oil, but believed to be water. ; 

There are large numbers of slaves at Banda Point, but as the coast is so 
strictly blockaded, the Portuguese in charge of them had returned to Punta da 
Lenha. 

I have much pleasure in communicating the capture of the American slaver 
* Rrothers,’ by the United States’ corvette “ Marion,” off Mayumba, early in 
October. She was provided with American papers and colours, and has been sent 
‘o Charlestown, United States, for adjudication, I have also to communicate the 
capture of the American barque * Jufia Dean,” at Accra, by the United States’ 
corvette ** Vincennes ; she has been sent to New York for trial, in consequence 
of the informality ef her papers. In addition to the ease of the “Elle,” to other 
slavers bave escaped, the ‘Wanderer” yacht, whose advent on the coast 1 have 
reported, and a brig, said to be Spanish, from the immediate vicinity of Red Point ; 
the Jast vessel was most probably American, as the natives generally call United 
States’ vessels Spanish, owing to the numbes of Spaniards forming the crew. The 
“Wanderer,” itis said, shipped her cargo of 350 slaves at Marques Grande, north 
of Ambriz; she was chased by the United States’ corvette © Vincennes” immediately 
afterwards, but escaped in safety. 

The «J. ff. Reid,’ American barque, whese description we have received 
from the Admiralty. is at present up the Congo at Punta da Lenha, and will of 
cours ssalbwith lor staves when most eonvenient, as, her papers being correct, ve 
have no authority to molest her. ‘The Slave ‘Trade is flourishing, with ever, 
prospect of its continuing so. 





a a a ee ee 
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No. 269. 


Commodore Siise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Ne. 1.) 
Sir * Vesuvius.” Sierra Leone, January 16, 1859. 


WITH rofrence to my Jetter of the 23rd November last, reporting infor 
mation received to that date of the Lightbourne slave barracoons, and forts for 
their detence existing in the River Pongas, L have now the honour to forward for 
your infarmation, a further report from Commander Close of the ‘ Trident,” 
detailing the particulars of his own visit to Mrs. Lightbourne, and his examination 
of the defences of the establishment, by which you will observe that his personal 
inspection convinces him, that the defences of the place are much stronger than he 
reported in his letter inclosed in my above despatch ; but that, with a sufficient 
force and a gun-boat, the destruction of the martello towers and forts, with the 
capture of the slaves, might be effected with little loss. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure in No. 269. 
Con mander Close to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Trident,” off River Pongas, December 19, 1858. 

IN compliance with your order to obtain information on the practicability of attacking Mrs. Lighthbourne’s 
stockade, I have the honour to inform you I have just returned from visiting Mrs. Lightbourne, Emerson, and 
Campbeil, and King Cutty, up the River Pongas, and make the following report of proceedings :— 

The Rev. Mr, Neville having arrived trom England with letters of introduction from Her Majesty's 
Government, I acceded to his request to carry him up to his mission in the River Pongas, intending to 
intro luce him to the Kings and Chiefs in that river, as his predecessor, the Rey. Mr. Leacock, had been intro- 
ducel ou a former occasion by Lieutenant Commander Buck, of Her Majesty's ship “Myrmidon.” At the 
same time I did not lose sight of this most favourable opportunity of examining the river and stockades, 
without raising the suspicions of the slave-dealers. 

On the 16th of December, p.m, I axchored off the Pongas in company with Her Majesty's ship “Spitfire.” 
Lieutenant Chapman reported that his head Krooman, disguised as a Soosoo, had passed through Mrs. Light- 
bourne’s barracoons, where he found about 600 slaves. 

At 9 A.M. on the 17th, as soon as the ebb-tide slacked, I left the ship in the first giz with pinnace, having 
first dispatched Mr. David Lawrence, in his canoe, with a letter requesting King Cutty to meet me at 
Domingim on the 18th, 

Under sails and oars I got up to Hell's Gate at 6 p.m. (twenty-five miles) ; the tide then turned against 
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me, which the pinnace could not stem. The first gig, with Kroomen, would have pulled the whole distance up 
to Mrs. Lightbourne’s in one tide, with a leading wind ; the pinnace would have done the same. 

The Isle of Hell’s-gate is a mass of rock, round in form, and about 100 yards across. The ebb tide 
rushes past at five knots ; therefore on two sides there is neither mud nor mangrove : it was a very favourable 
place to pass the night, 

At 430 a.m. (18th), I started with the last two hours of flood, it being too dark to start earlier. I got up 
to the French factory, where I anchored the pinnace, and proceeded in the first gig against the tide tu 
Farrangia. On turning to the left, I found myself in a creek, about a mile long, and fifty yards wide, at the 
head of which is Lightbourne’s stockade. The creek has mangrove bush on the left hand: and on the right 
hand the ground gradually rises to au elevation of 100 to 150 feet, being partly cleared and under cultivation. The 
deepest water is in mid-channel. On the right hand we passed the houses of Mesdames Emerson and Camptell, 
and I landed under Mrs. Lightbourne’s stockade. At the landing-place were two large canoes, of 12 tons each. 
with heavy cargoes of salt. The tide was falling fast, so I ordered the gig to go down the creek again as the 
tide fell, having determined to walk to Mrs. Campbell’s house by land, whereby I should gain some knowledge 
of the roads and back of the stockade. The gateway was immediately in front of and 80 yards from the 
landing-place ; the path was very steep, the stockade being about 80 yards above the water, On each side 
of the gateway commanding the creck were two round towers, the portholes of which were so near the ground 
that an active iman could jump in. The right-hand tower had one large port, with a heavy iron gun (about 
18 or 20-pounder) on a slide. The left-hand tower was pierced with four smaller portholes, and contained 
three or four guns. The stockade between the two has been of great strength ; but the wood looks old and dry? 
except where they have grown into live trees: these trees, about 6 feet apart, give great support to the 
stockade, but I am of opinion it would easily burn. The towers are constructed of mud, the walls being about 
2 or 3 feet thick, and they looked as if shot from a 24-pounder howitzer would have no effect upon them ; but 
shell bursting in the wall would soon reduce it to ruins: a well-directed shell fired from the creek should 
enter the porthole of the right tower with ease. About twenty men could work in the interior of the tower ; 
the entrance to it from the inside is close to and commands the gateway in the stockade, so that a storming 
party at the gate might meet, with an unexpectel attack (from an unseen enemy) on first gaining a footing 
inside the stockade. 

I proceeded directly to Mrs, Lizhtbourne’s house, and introduced the Rey. Mr, Neville as a missionary 
under British protection. T was anxious Mrs, Lightbourne should acknowledge the sovereignty of King Catty 
in my presence ; she evaded direct answers to my indirect questions, till I put the question, “Is King Catty 
King of this country r” She laughed, evidently in derision, and said, “ It may be so.” Her house wos large 
and solid, and might be used as an interior defence ; it was raised on solid mud walls, and you gained access to 
it about 8 feet from the ground by a flight of steps, which might be knocked away in a moment. The 
verandah had a mud wall (parapet), instead of the usual railing of wood. i observed mud showing between the 
poles which formed the rafters of the ceiling. 

On asking afterwards what was the object of the mud, I was informed it was to event the house burning 
if the grass-thatched roof took fire. As the mud was 6 inches thick, it would act as a bomb-proof against 
horizontal firing. 

There were other buildings quite as large inside the stockade, but none raised so high from the ground. 
The area of the stockade might be about five acres. 

Mrs. Lightbourne is a perfectly active woman, though she cannot be less than eighty years of age. On my 
request to go by land to Mrs. Campbell's house, they first declared there was no path, but that the path was 
blocked up ; but as [ was determined to go by land without them, they made a virtue of necessity and showed 
me the path. I passed across the inclosure to the opposite side of the stockade to which I had entered, 
inclining a little to the right. Here we found a door made of thin plank only, secured with an iron bar across 
the inside. This door iet us out on the land side. About twenty yards to the left of the door, and commanding 
it, was a formidable martello tower, having a mud wall about 15 fect high, including the parapet. I could sec 
one gun over this parapet, but there was plenty of room for three or four to work, as the tower was much 
larger in circumference than the two before named, It stood well out from the stockade, in which it was built. 
Our path was to the right, running parallel with the stockade. I here passed two more guns, very badly placed, 
in the stockade itself, with nothing but a thin plank door for ports, about 3 feet from the ground. I could see 
the guns iuside, regularly mounted on ship carriages, which were rotten. On coming to the corner where the 
path left the stockade (which corner was parallel with the front upon which I had entered), I made an excuse 
to look for my boat by running up a mount formed by throwing earth out of the path to clear it. This mound 
was partly against the stockade, and in a moment I observed this was a weak point, notwithstanding a third 
gun placed in the same way as the two before named, From this point the path was clear but difficult and 
narrow, passing down and across a ravine, on the edge of which the stockade was built. On gaining the 
opposite side of the ravine I found it commanded the stockade. I proceeded to Mesdames Campbell and 
Emerson’s houses, where I introduced the Rev. Mr. Neville. Their houses were large, but there was no 
stockade beyond a slight cattle fence. 

It was now nearly low water, and I found the whole creek dry, The rise and full is about 1 or 12 feet, 
There were a few stones in the creek, but nothing to hurt a boat grounding in the mud. The mud was not 
deep, as a number of the natives were walking about in it, and I was carried through it to my gig, which was 
afloat at the entrance. 

If the object of an attack on this place was only to destroy it, it could be done at any time by a sudden 
bombardment before they had time to take the grass thatch off their houses ; but Mrs. Lighthouse might then 
escape (if she dare to trust herself among the natives), again to give trouble to Her Majesty's Government, as 
on a former occasion. To seize her person and banish her to the Island of Ascension, out of the reach of the 
small but troublesome lawyers of Sierra Leone, would be the only complete blow to the Slave Trade in the 
River Pongas. 

T should propose that fast-pulling gigs and cutters, with rocket-party and marines, advance by night, so as 
to reach the point of attack two hours before daylight. This party to land and occupy the high ground on the 
— of the creek, pushing a reconnoitering party across the ravine in the rear of the stockade ; or let the 
whole party advance by the path I am acquainted with, and, with two ladders, carry the martello tower by 
escalade. The only danger of the last plan would be the natives firing the grass roof of the tower, which would 
ney pepeers 

f the intention is to take the barracoon and slaves, I should pro advancing with fast boats in th 2 
way by night, land at the entrance of the creek, and by a gs which siikes up the hill from Mrs. ae 
house, the barracoons may be reached without going near the stockades. I have a guide for this undertaking, 
who BS the cai to be one mile and a-half from the landing to the barracoon. It will be r; ae to 

Lass A. , oe 
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he on the ground two or three hours before daylight, as at the first alarm the slaves will be driven into the 
bush. I need hardly remark that, with a gun-boat, the hardships and dangers of the expedition would be 
reduced one-half. A gun-boat at dead low water could get within two miles of the stockade ; a gun-boat would 
he a shelter from the miasma of the river, and, above all, would save the strength of the men, which would be 
much reduced by pulling at oars so great a distance in one tide. 

On the same day of my visit to the stockade, I was obliged to return down the river to meet King Catty 
at Domingin ; I was therefore prevented examining Mr. Faber’s stockade, which was only seen as we passed it, 
distant more than a mile. 

King Catty met me in Royal state. I introduced the Rev. Mr. Neville, and I remonstrated strongly against 
his broken promises by neglecting the former missionary. I asked him if he had made a law in the river against 
the Slave Trade. He answered, No; but he was going to call the Chiefs to make the law. I warned him 
that if he did not do his utmost to stop the Slave Trade in the river, the Queen of England would send war 
into his country ; but that if he did his best to stop it, then those only would suffer who had dealings with the 
Slave Trade. J paid him his two years’ stipend of 302, first making him ratify the Treaty by signing it, which 
I considered so important that I have it the subject of a separate report. There is nothing further worthy of 
report during the rest of the expedition, which terminated the following day (19th) by my reaching Her Majesty's 
ship “ Trident.” j 

Lieutenant Chapman has failed in hearing of any later shipment of slaves in the Pongas than 1853 ; but 
he is of opinion with me that the cargoes of many slavers have been lately landed in the Pongas, no doubt induced 
to do so by the sight of Mrs. Lightbourne’s and Mr. Faber’s barracoons full of slaves. I am still of opinion that a 
shipment of slaves was made in the Pongas last rainy season. I expect to obtain some certain information on 
this head during the month, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. A CLOSE. 


rn  —————— 


No. 270. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(No. 3.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,’ Sierra Leone, January 15, 1859. 

WITH reference to their Lordships’ letter of the 12th November, 1858, on the 
subject of acomplaint made by the Spanish Government of the conduct of the officers 
of certain of Her Majesty's ships on the coast of Africa, towards the Spanish brig 
‘Don Juan,” I have the honour to inclose for your information a copy of my letter 
of the 13th September, 1858, to the Commander-in-chief, giving cover to the reports 
of the several officers who had boarded the “ Don Juan.” By these reports you will 
observe that the instructions regarding the visitation of Spanish vessels have been 
adhered to, and that the incivility was entirely on the side of the master of the 
“Don Juan,” who, on the night of the 3Ist December, 1857, conducted himself in 
a manner so offensive and insolent towards an officer of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Antelope,” as to make me feel convinced, that if the circumstances were brought 
before the Spanish Government, he would receive the punishment his conduct justly 
merits. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
No. 271. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, January 16, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, an extract of a report 
from Commander Aplin, of the “ Hecla,” conveying the intelligence of two late 
shipments of emigrants. from the depédt of M. Régis, in Loango. For the last 
six months, the agents of M. Régis have made the most vigorous efforts to 

rocure slaves for their barracoons: and establishments at Punta de Lenha and 
irates’ Creek, in the Congo, and Loango, on the coast. 

From al] accounts, | consider that a total of about 6,000 emigrants have been 
shipped, or are on the point of immediate shipment, from this coast, to the close of 
1858, and great preparations are being made for the present year. These facts are 
in opposition to existing rumours, that the system was about to be given up. 

At the Gallinas, the “ Pheenix,’”” of Nantes, M. Chevalier, captain, was 
receiving emigrants, but was warned off the coast by the Liberian Government. 
I inclose, for your information, a letter from the Secretary of State for the Republic: 
of Liberia on the subject. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 
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Inclosure | in No. 271. 
The Secretary of State, Monrovia, to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, Department of State, Monrovia, November 15, 1858. 

THE French emigration scheme for the procuration of labourers for the French Colonies, as hitherto 
prosecuted on the Liberian coast, has caused this Government much unpleasant anxiety. It has been carried 
on in contravention of the laws of Liberia, and against the most urgent remonstrances of the Liberian 
Government. 

A French vessel, the “ Phenix,” M. Chevalier, master, has just returned to this coast in continuance of 
this system, and through the kindness of Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty's sloop “ Alecto,” the Government 
has been afforded an opportunity of communicating with M. Chevalier, and of requiring of him to cease his 
operations on our coast in opposition to the laws. . 

As the Commodore commanding the French naval forces is expected to arrive here in a few days for the 
discussion and adjustment, it is said, of matters in connexion with the “ Regina Celi,” the President of Liberia 
has directed me to communicate with you, and to express the hope that you will make it convenient to be in 
this neighbourhood on his arrival, so as to take cognizance of wliatever may transpire, and to afford him your 
advice and support, 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 271. 
Commander Aplin to Commodore Wise. 
(Extract.) “ Hecla.” December 8, 1858. 


FRENCH immigration establishments on the South Coast of Africa are flourishing ; ship-loads of blacks 
are being sent from Loango and the establishments in the Congo. 

Tn the Congo a barque and a large two-decked ship are waiting their cargoes. 

Three wecks since a barque left Loango with 700 on board, and as I write (December the 8th) the barque 
“Vandyck,” of Marseilles, is waiting for her cargo, of whom some 500 are now waiting in the factory there. 

The Frenchman, apparently in charge of the barracoon, told an officer of this ship he regretted he could 
not ask him in, as not any one was permitted to view the establishment. 

Shortly after a number of boys (about 13 years of age) came out for the purpose of washing their dishes, 
&c., at the sea-side. These boys had rope collars, with an eye in them, round their necks ; some of them iron 
collars, in charge of a blackman armed with a whip to keep them in order. Surely these collars are rather 
strange appendages for free and willing emigrants, 

Out here not any one has been able to discover any difference in the way that the professed slave-dealers 
and the agents of the French Government obtain blacks for exportation. 





No. 272. 
Lieutenant Simpson to the Senior Officer, Coast of Afriea. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” of Magna Bona, December 11, 1858. 

HEREWITH I beg to inclose the boarding-officers’ report of having boarded 
the American barque “ Panchita,” on the evening of the llth of December. Her 
register was examined and appeared to be correct ; but I consider the vessel to be 
very suspicious, from the inability of the master to give any information as to his 
intended movements, excepting that he was going to try and trade anywhere along 
the coast, from Ambriz north. 

She was not detained or molested, and no complaint was made by the master 
Pe any other person on board, nor did the master wish any notation made in 

is log. 

Finding it would have been impossible for a boat to go alongside her at the 
rate she was going, I fired a blank gun to bring her to. My reason for boarding 
her was on account of her standing directly in from seaward for Magna Bona, a 
noted slave-station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. B. SIMPSON. 


2U 2 
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Inclosure in No. 272. 
Report. 


At 6:25 p.wt., on the 11th of December, 1858, off Magna Bona, boarded the American harque “ Panchita,” 
of New York, P. R. Stanhope, master; examined her register, and, finding it correct, did not detain or 
molest her, 

No complaint was made by the master or any other person on board, nor did the master wish any notation 
made in his log. 

si (Signed) Cc. B. SIMPSON, Lieutenant-Commander. 
JOHN TAY, Assivtant Paymaster, in charge. 





No. 273. 
Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admirylty. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, “* Vesuvius,” off the Pongas, February 2, 1859. 


INCLOSED I have the honour to forward the copy of a letter addressed by 
me to the Commander.in-chief, reporting on the progress made towards the 
suppression of the Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa, during the course of 
the year ending the 3lst of December, 1858; and have the honour to request you 
will be pleased to lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 273. 
Commander Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesurins,” Sierra Leone, January 20, 1859 

IN reporting to you the progress made towards the suppression of the Slave Trade in the year 1858, I 
have no new remarks to offer regarding the mode in which it is conducted. 

The American flag continues to cover this disgraceful Traffic, and does so more openly than in the year 
1°57, for in that year the papers in many cases proved to be palpable forgeries, while in 1858 the slavers’ 
registry and principal papers were genuine in, I think, every instance. Rumours were rife that this state of 
things was the result of the connivance of certain American authorities at the Havana, and ports in the 
United States ; but how far that is true T am unable to give an opinion. It is sufficient to say that the fact 
threw fresh obstacles in the way of Her Majesty’s officers ; for although they knew, from reliable information, 
that the vessels boarded were slavers, yet as their papers were bond fide American, their immediate duty was to 
leave the vessel, and to permit her to ship her eargo without further molestation. 

In spite of these circumstances, so favourable to the slave-dealers, I have much pleasure in reporting that 
their speculations, although successful to an unprecedented extent, have been limited as far as the number of 
ships dispatched for slaves is concerned, in comparison to the number arriving on the coast in 1857. This I 
attribite to the seizure made hy the Spanish authorities at Havana, of vessels fitting out at that port for the 
coast of Africa, The “ Lyra.” barque, “ A. C. Perkins,” brigantite, “ Nancy,” brig, and others, were all seized, 
shortly before sailing for this coast ; aud 1! consider that if the Spanish Government can be induced or 
compelled to continue this praiseworthy course, of capturing slavers fitting out in their ports, and breaking up 
the Slave-Trading Companies that have been so openly contradicted in Havana, the most bencficial results 
must follow, and the nefarious Traffic receive a severe check. 

By the inclosed report of vessels captured in 1858, you will observe that 14 slavers, all empty, have been 
taken, against 20 the previous year. One cf these vessels, the “ Brothers,” an American brig, was, I am 
happy to say, captured by the United States’ corvette “ Marion,” and sent to Charleston for adjudication. The 
United States’ corvette “ Vincennes” captured a second vessel, the American barque “ Sulia Deane,” then lying 
in British waters at Accra, and sent her to New York for trial, in consequence of the informality of her 
papers. The remainder were taken by Her Majesty's cruizers. 

5. By the report of vessels which have succeeded in leaving this coast with cargoes, you will observe that 
twelve have escaped with about 7,450 slaves, against twelve with 7,050 in the year 1857. This statement is, I 
fear, much under the truth, as several vessels, such as the barque “ General Green,” and the schooner “ Austin,” 
sailed in company with the captured brig “ Brothers,’ from Havana, and have doubtless shipped and 
escaped in safety, The brig “Suliet” also sailed for the coast, and a vessel in every way answering her descrip- 
tion was chased by Her Majesty's ship “ Triton” for nineteen hours, the brig being then on a course to Cuba, 
no doubt with slaves on board. The barque “ Nancy,” of 400 tons, is another vessel known to have sailed 
for the South Coast, and many others. Finally, I expect, in the course of some weeks, to receive reliable 
information that will prove that fifteen or sixteen slavers, and upwards of 10,000 slaves, left this coast in 1858, 

This statement will prove that in all the annals of Slave Trade the year 1858 will have been the most 
successful. Thousands of pounds must have been acquired by those interested in the Traffic, and never was the 
system better organized or more systematically carried out. The question may, perhaps, be asked, What were 
Her Majesty’s officers doing, amd why were not these efforts checked? In reply I regret to state that in 
many instances Her Majesty’s vessels would have been as much use, as far as checking the Slave Trade is 
concerned, in one of the home ports as on the West Coast of Africa, 

Of the twelve vessels known to have escaped with slaves, tive were repeatedly visited and well known to 
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be slavers. The hatches of the “ Venus” and “ Ellen” were lifted, a slave-deck and complete fittings were 
discovered, but their iy 8 were genuine, and the vessels cruized about without molestation. It is reported 
and generally believed that the “ Hilen,” having at the time her cargo cooped 7p and dying under close-cocked 
hatches, passed Her Majesty’s ship “ Medusa,’ anchored in the Congo, and though the stench on boarding 
indicated her cargo, yet the American flag afforded the necessary protection, and she sailed for Cuba. 

The “ Wanderer,” yacht, was another case. It may have come to your notice that this vessel was detained 
at New York tunder suspicion of being a slaver. She was released for want of proof, and subsequently sailed for 
Trinidad, commanded aad owned by a wealthy American, a slave-owner of South Carolina, called Corrie, by 
whose particular wish her papers were carefully inspected aud found to be without a flaw. Mutual civilities 
passed between this gentleman and the officers of the “Medusa.” The farce of the “ Wanderer” being « pleasure 
yacht was, in a manner,confirmed by her beautiful appearance, accommodation, und fittings, and by the yachtsman’s 
uniform worn by the owner and his men. However, when Mr. Corrie had completed his arrangements he sailed 
from the Congo, and in the neighbourhood of Marques Grande, South of Maheo Head, shipped 350 slaves, and, 
after a chase by the United States’ corvette “ Vincennes,” escaped in safety, 

The “ Wanderer,” it is said, brought out money to the amount of many thousand pounds, to provide 
slaves for the year 1859, and pay for some already yore 

Again, with reference to the thirteen captures made by Her Majesty’s cruizers in 1858, 1 think I may safely 
say that ten slavers out of that number were captured either by being taken in tow or intimidation. True, they 
all proved to be slavers, but I imagine they were all supplied with bond fide American registers ; and the strict 
course for Her Majesty's officers, according to the Book of Instructions, would have been to permit them to ship 
their slaves without molestation. This mode of proceeding will not again be repeated. All Her Majesty's 
officers on the station are now well aware that the end will not justify the means, and few of the Command- 
ing Officers of the cruizers will run the risk of losing their promotion by interfering with American slavers. 
The slave-dealers are also well aware of these circumstances, the cases of the “ Venus” and “ Lllen” attording 
a sufficient precedent to show how powerless we are. And what is the result ? The most extensive prepara- 
tions are being made for vigorously conducting the Slave Trade during the present year. The slive-dealers can 
afford to provide their vessels with genuine papers, and Her Majesty’s cruizers are rendered next to useless 
on the coast, so fur as the suppression of the Slave Trade is concerned. 

To obviate these evils, which are daily increasing and gaining strength, I must only revert to suggestions 
made in my Report on the Slave Trade to 30th June, 1858 :— 

Ist. That the Governments of the United States and France might be solicited to grant us permission to detain 
and hand over to their respective cruizers on the station all vessels fallen in with, prostituting their flags for the 
furtherance of the Slave Trade, with a view to their being punished according to the laws of the country to 
which they belong. 

2udly. That the right of Portugal to the territory lying etween 5° 12’ and 8° south latitude, which is 
denied by Her Majesty’s Government, should be immediately acknowledged, with the understanding that the 
Slave Trade is to be completely suppressed in their territory, none but legal traders admitted into the river, 
and that the barracoous and slave-marts at Punta da Lenha and Embomma, in the Congo, and Red Point, 
Cabenda, Malemba, Londino, north, with Snake’s Head and Marques Grande, south, should be immediately 
destroy ed, and the Portuguese slave-dealers at Punta da Lenha exiled from the country. 

The Portuguese authorities are, I am convinced, most honest and siucere in their mtentions to suppress the 
Slave Trade in their possessions. Py acknowledging their right to the disputed territory, we place them in 
possession of the very mart ef slave-trafficking, «and the country from wheuce the slaves are obtained, and so 
Mnflict a blow on the Slave Trade that must eventually eause it to languish and be suppressed. 

The good effect produced by acknowledging the right of Portugal to Ambriz is followed within a very 
few years by the total suppression of the Slave Trade from that port, which formerly corresponded with Punta 
de Lenha in the Congo, and the same beneficial result would follow from their obtaining sovereignty over the 
168 miles of seaboard lying between 5° 12' and 8 south. 

3rdly, Supposing the Portnguese to have possession of the disputed territory, I think that it Her Majesty’s 
Governnent extended the same principle to the territory lying between 3? 21’ south (Mayumba) and 8° south, 
as they have already dove to the Gold Coast, the Slave Trade south of the line would be entirely suppressed in 
a very short time. The erection of three or four small earthwork forts, one ut Killoo, Killongo, Mayumba, and 
Banda Point, on the same principle as that of Quittah port in the Bights, would answer all ends, and might be 
sustained at a smal! exyense ; they would form depdis fur legal commerce, and entirely suppress the Slave Trade. 
The natives are weak, wand possess little spirit ; the moral influence of a fort in the neighbourhovd of their 
villages would compel them to forego the Slave Trade, and export the many valuable productions of their 
country. The climate is considered comparatively swubrious for Europeans, and the coast line elevated, and 
consequently dry. 

I therefore think that Her Majesty’s Government might with immense advantage acquire territory on 
the South Coast, and I am firmly of opinion that the occupation of the cvast line by Europeans is the only 
specdy method to be adopted for eivilising Africa. 

There is one view under which I think an increase to the squadron would prove of the greatest 
advantage under the present circumstances ; I allude to off-shore cruizing, out of sight of land, in the track of 
slavers leaving the coast. In no instance of United States’ vessels being captured with slaves on board were 
any papers or flag produced. In many inst»nces the vessel would be found to be manned and commanded by 
Spaniards and other foreigners, as it frequently happens that the Americans who navigate the vessel to the 
coast leave the slaver for the shore when she has received her cargo, and return to the United States by 
merchant-vessels from St. Paul de Loanda. 

It will strike you at once that no American master of a vessel will claim the protection of the 
American flay, having at the time slaves on board, as they could scarcely expect that the Commander of 
one of Her Majesty's ships would release a vessel under such circumstances, when they have been so frequently 
taken in tow to conduct them to an American man-of-war, with nothing but slave-fittings to condemn them. 
I, therefore, think that the system of off-shore cruizing would be followed by the capture of many full slavers, 
without any papers, flag, or nationality whatever. To carry out this system properly, the squadrou must be 
reinforced, and there should be eighteen actual cruizers on the station—nine to cruize off-shore on the South 
Coast, six to cruize in-shore in the Bights, with three to.cruize in a similar manner on the North Coast. 

In conclusion, I think that if the Slave Trade south of the Equator received the vevere check I have 
suggested, there would be little fear of its being re-opened north of the Line. Legal trade in the Bights is 
increasing and becoming extended to a most gratifying extent. The old King of Dahomey, the great patron of 
the Slave Trade, is dead ; for some time he was the only. person really favourable to the trade. I cannot help 
soe at the Slave Trade in the Bights as almost suppressed by legal commerce, and the advance of 
eivilizution, 
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On the North Coast of late years the Slave Trade has not been very formidable ; as in the Bights, legal 
commerce is rapidly superseding it. 

The principal slave-dealers are Madame Lightbourne and a man called Faber, both living in the Pongas. 
They possess many slaves, and extensive barracoons strongly defended by 18 and 24-pounder guns, placed in 
position in block-houses, Tam of opinion that if these people were expelled from the river, the Slave Trade 
from that neighbourhood would become extinct. 

The next station for slave-trading on the North Coast is at present the Gallinas; the Chiefs in that 
neighbourhood have lately re-opened the Traffic by selling blacks to the French emigrant-vesse's “ Orion,” 
“ Regina Ceeli,” and “ Pheenix.” The Liberians, however, claim sovereignty over these Chiefs, and the President 
of the Republic had made a requisition for an English man-of-war to convey Liberian troops up the Manna 
river, to punish their subjects who had engaged in the Slave Trade contrary to their Treaty engagements with 
Her Majesty’s Government ; the Liberians are bound to this by their Treaty of Friendship and Commerce with 
Great Britain. gins 

Under the head of Legal Slave Trade, or French Emigration, as I have from time to time reported the 
information I have received of its progress, I need not again enter into the subject, except to repeat that there 
is no appearance of an intention to give it up, but, on the contrary, permanent barracoons and establishments 
are being erected in the Congo, and slaves are cheap, and easy to be procured. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 273. 


Place where slaves No. of slaves to 
Last from. were to have have been 
been shipped. shipped. 
United | Havana | Unknown... 4. 500 
| St. Jagode Cuba ...! Red Point, South 800 
Coast 
| Havana +| Between Black Point 800 
and Loango 
Cardenas, in Cuba ..! Twelve miles south 00 
of Black Point 
| 
| Havana ..| Cape Verga, North 0 
Coast 
Ditto ..| Cabenda ool on 
..| Ditto ... ..| Between Aghwey 600 
and Popoe 
Ditto, four months | Malemba ..  ... 600 
‘on passage - 
Havana ..| Tn the Congo onl 600 
Ditto ... | Kitlongo 800 
Ditto... «| Congo Se ge 500 
Matanzas,Cuba ...| Killongo ... 500 
| Ditto ... .| Banda Point... ... 500 
Havana | Mayumba ... 500 











‘Total Number of Vessels captured between the Ist of January and 31st Decen 


(Signed) 








r, exclusive of “Julia Deane, 


Return of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, captured on the West Coast of Africa, during the Year 1858. 


Nature of Cargo, 





Rum, plank, water, and slave- Captured by hoats of “Conflict,” at Punta da Lenba, February 27, 1858. 
coppers $ 





Slave-deck, water-coppers, and Copsneed by “Conflict” a bret pena 19, 1858; captain and crew 
provisions shore arranging about cargo of 


tured by “Medusa” off Killongo, March 2, 1868. Two crews, one 


General, with 5,002; slave. 
merican, one Spanish, Mer captain conveyed 600) slaves in 1857. 


deck, coppers, and 5,504. to 
purchase slaves 


Fally equi for Slave Trade; bey saa by “Heron” 18th April, off Black Point, South Coast: the 
‘384 or. of gold in doubloons a onre in November 1857, conveyed 970 slaves from East Coast 
on board 


Slave-deck, provisions, coppers, Captured hy " Alect,” at anchor off Cape Verga, North Conet 
water 


oe ured by Teaser" at wes, on Sih May, in Intitule 6°:33°4 eonth, 


Ditto, and 1,8122, in money a be Te 
itude 


Ditto, and 2422 Tas, 6d. in 


mouey 


Deck Iai, coppers, water and Captured by *Conflit;" on Soath Coast, on 18th June, 1858, in latitude 
Fo 50" south, longitude 11° 58" east, 


Hum, plank for slavedeck, ' Captured by * Viper,” off the Conga, June 19, 18685 transferred at Havana 
‘water, and provisions out registry or papers being renewed. 


Ditto .. Captured by “Heron,” when on the point of shipping, July 2, 1855. 


Captured by “Trident,” in Bights, May 29, 1858. 


Ditto, and 100 doublons, Captured by **Herou,” off Black Point, July 11, 1858, 


Slave-deek, coppers, provisions, "Captured by “Viper,” September 15, 1858, having been deserted by her 
an hen chased. 


Ditto .. Captured by “ Viper,” 11th October, when about to ship at Banda Point, 
Ditto 4 »| Serna Mn een 8 
for adjudication. 
General . Sent to New York hy United States* corvette “ Vincennes,” in rat 
of the informality of her papers ; supposed to be engaged iu Slave Trade. 








. 14 capable of containing 8,600 slaves. 


CHAS. WISE, Commodore and Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 


‘SUAOMMdAO TVAVN WOU SLYOdaU 


Inclosure 3 in No. 275. 


_ Rerurn of Slavers escaped from West Coast of Africa during the Year 1853. 














sl 
Last from. gio bev No of Slaves. Remarks, 
Merchant .. os a a oes me eco cas Havant, ee Ne pheeieol of 600 Escaped in February, 1858. Boarded by “Conflict” off Coriseo, December 17, 1857. 
fayumba 
a Ditto... | Longo Bonda ... —... 500 Escaped in March 1858. 
‘Telegraph ... wi igantine ... ve ba fcr purchased in| Ditto ... ... «..| South Coast... About 700 Escaped in June 1958. This vessel also conveyed a full cargo in 1857. 
Inited States 

Putmam os we ame ee] Ditto itt... a. Ditto... ss] Ditto... see an Killoo. River, June | Abont 600 Chased hy “Teron” and boats, but escaped. She also esenped in 1857 from the 

1558 Rights, and has at length been captured with her last cargo on board, by the 

United States’ sloop of war “ Dolphin.” 
‘Wm. Montague owed .| Ditto... =. «| Killongo se aed 500 In June 1858. 
Blooming Youth Me ke im ah « ie ——- Pa oe ee 400 Escaped in June 1833. 
‘Trovador i .| Ditto). New York @)| Ditto... 4. 1,200 Ditto in July 1838. 
Charlotte .| New York ..._...| Praya dos Peseadores... 850 Ditto ditto. 
Ellen | Ditto... 4. .| Inthe Congo... 330 Escaped in September 1858 ; said to have becu boarded by the “Medusa,” when 
| slaves were on board. 
ah het sxe] DittO see one wo] Havana... | Neighbourhood of 800 Escaped September 11, 1858. 
— Saves Head anes 
Wanderer... oof Me ina... Hite... | ss one] Trinidad, Wt Indies | Marques Grande. 350 Escaped in October, chased by United States’ corvette “Vincennes,” in sight of 
and aft me = Weluswes boats. * iad 

Namewiknown ... — ...| * se ood Ditton. oss oe io Ra Havana... =... «J Red Point, 600 Taformation from natives; said to have eseaped the Lat or 2nd December, 














Total Number of Slavers known to have escaped from the West Coast of Africa between Ist January and 31st December, 1858 ... 12 containing 7,450 slaves. 
N.B.—Four others supposed to have escaped with 2,500 slaves; no certain information yet received. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE, Commodore and Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa. 


gee 


“SUAOIAAO IVAVYN WOU SLYOdda 
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No. 274. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
(No. 21.) 
Sir “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, January 25, 1859. 


" REFERRING ta paragraph 5 of my letter of the 18th instant, I have 
the honour to acquaint you that the “ Trident” returned from the Sherbro to 
Sierra Leone, on the 24th of January, conveying the Chief, Thomas Caulker, who 
had formed a party to burn and pillage the English factories at the Sherbro, and 
murder the merchants. I have the honour to inclose Commander Close’s report 
of his proceedings, by which you will observe how completely he executed his 
orders, and that ewe to his judicious conduct, peace will probably be firmly 
re-established on the Island and its vicinity. 

The Governor of Sierra Leone intends detaining the man Caulker as a 
prisoner, until he obtains a sufficient guarantee that he will never return to the 
Sherbro, but confine himself to his own town, opposite Plantain Island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 274. 


Commander Close to Commodore Wise. 
Sir, . © Trident,’ Sierra Leone, January 24, 1859. 
IN compliance with your order dated 15th January, 1859, I put to sea, and anchored at 10°30 p.m, off the 
Bahamas. ‘The following day I anchored off Jenkin Town, River Sherbro. At daylight on the 17th, I 
dispatched the troops and stores to the British Consulate, and ordered the gunner to communicate with Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Antelope,” off the Shebar. 

18th, p.a.—British Consular Agent came on board, and I requested him to show Lieutenant Howorth the 
residence of the Chief Caulker, whom I intended to capture in the first cutter that night. As soon as it was dark, 
the first cutter manned and armed, with a picked crew, proceeded on this service, which was successfully 
performed at midnight, the Chief being captured by surprise in his bed. 

19th, a.wa—All the boats returned, and the paddle-box boat of the “ Antelope” arrived ; this boat carried 
the remainder of the stores to the Consulate, where finding her services were not required by the Consul, she 
proceeded to Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope.” with orders for that steamer to proceed to Sierra Leone. 

20th.—I proceeded with the pinnace, cutter, and gig, to the Consulate to attend the palaver, which I had 
ordered for the 21st. Finding from the Consul that there was no hope of the Chiefs assembling on that day, 
T requested he would assemble all the merchants, that I might hear their opinion on the state of the country. 

21st.—All the merchants assembled with the exception of Mr. Taylor, whose name shall be menticned 
hereafter ; the merchants were all of one opinion (on Mr. Caulker), which I have engrossed on paper, with 
their signatures. I had great trouble to obtain this opinion from some of the coloured merchants, who all look 
upon Mr. Caulker with fear, and dread his revenge should he ever return to the river. 

Mr. Benton, an American missionary, who had been five years in the river, gave the following important 
evidence, viz., that when the present King was crowned by Her Majesty’s Government and all the Chiets of 
the river, Caulker declared that he would never rest till he had dethroned him. Also in evidence, it was given 
that Caulker had said, in former days the merchants gave the Chiefs whatever they chose to ask, but now it was 
not so; for his (Caulker’s) part, he would take by force what the merchants would not give on demand. 

Without doubt the village of a friendly Chicf, also the British Consulate, and a large French factory, would 
have been sacked and burnt had not Mr. Caulker been seized. The French merchant had fifty men working at 
a stockade, and mounted guns to save his store from the attack. The merchants named the following 
pore who have been disturbers of the public peace and the fomenters of war, viz., Mr. Taylor, merchant, 

engo, and Jongah ; the last-named was the instigator of the last war, which was also headed by Caulker, but 
now I am convinced that he is a quiet man, and the Consul has received all his information about the present 
war from Jongah. 

22nd, noon. —The palaver with the native Chiefs sat till sunset. The King’s chief councillor was asked 
the reason why the King was not present to receive the Commander of the man-of-war which, at his request, had 
been sent into the river ; there was no reason given, and all the Chiefs spoke of him with gestures of contempt. 
It came out on evidence that since Bendo was burnt, the King had been subsidizing Caulker by giving him 
i In fact, this man Caulker is dreaded so much, that nearly all-the merchants in the river had given 

im presents, hoping thus to save their property. I sent a message to the King that probably his next 
srelonie® for a man-of-war would not be attended to,as he did not choose to appear when a man-of-war 
arrived. 

The written opinion of the merchants on Thomas Stephen Caulker was made known to them, and they 
were asked if they were of the same opinion, and if they wished Caulker to be kept out of the country ; they 
agreed, and sealed their approbation with tremendous yells. 

Mr. Taylor, native merchant before-named, was present, and I informed him he was accused of aiding and 
abetting Caulker. I warned him, and all present, that they would be punished if found aiding or abetting 
wars or disturbances in the country, 

The Chiefs then requested that I would also take from the country the following people, who had always 
agsisted the wara :— 

Kabra Jim; Kabra Bah, of Routeh; Jengo, ditto; Gleurdimah, of Mornal Key; Rich Tahgly, of 
the Perez ; and Jongah. ‘ 

I told them that as the King was not present to mike the request, these people would not be removed ; and 
that as the head of all the wars, Caulker, was taken away, perhaps all others would be quiet when they knew 

Crass A. 2X 
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that in future if they were not quiet, they would be taken out of the country. Mr. Taylor was very much 
frightened, and feared I should take him prisoner ; and the news from Mannafaller’s stockade, where the war- 
party was assembled, is that nothing but fear exists; as the head man, Caulker, is taken, they all expect to be 
treated in the same way. 

23rd, pw. I returned with the boat of Her Majesty's ship “ Trident.” 

24th. At daylight I proceeded under steam for Sierra Leone, and have the honour now to report my 
arrival. 

J have, Ke, 


(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 274. 
Statement. 


British Consulate, January 21, 1859. 
WE, the undersigned merchants and traders, resident in the Sherbro, are of opinion that the prosperity of 
this country and the trade thereof, in which we are deeply interested, have been much retarded and damaged 
by the long-continued disturbed state of the country; and as Mr, Thomas Stephen Caulker, Chief of the 
Plantain Islands, now a prisoner on board of Her Majesty's ship “Trident,” is one of the principal leaders in 
these disturbances (or wars), we are of opinion that he should not be permitted to reside in this country. 


(Signed) JOHN HARRIS. D. W. BURTON.” 
W. M. SHERINGTON, DAV. J. WHENZEL. 
THOS. B. GRAY. Jd. E. MACAULAY. 
JACOB GEORGE, CHAS. ROCIIS. 
A. H. PETERS. L. D. MARMUR. 
T. W. SMITH. W. F. MOSES. 
N. NATITAN. C. DOMINGO. 


J, Augustus William Hanson, Her Britannic Majesty's Consular Agent in Sherbro, do hereby certify that 
the within-written statement was signed in my presence by the persons whose names are thereto severally 
appended. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my name and affixed the seal of my office, at Victoria, Sherbro 
Island, the 22nd day of January, 1859. 

(Signed) Aucustus WM. Hanson, Her Britannic Majesty's Consular Agent 





No. 275. 


Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, “* Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, February 18, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Benjamin Campbell, Esg., Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Lagos, stating that Kosoko was employed preparing for an attack ‘on 
that town, where slave-trading influence had much increased. [ also forward a 
petition from the King and chicf merchants of Lagos, representing that if the 
“ Brune” is withdrawn from that neighbourhood, an attack will inevitably follow, 
and they will be left entirely without protection. 

In pursuance of their Lordships’ instructions, the ‘“ Brune” has been ordered 
out of the lagoon; but I must avail myself of this opportunity to point out to their 
Lordships the immense protection she afforded to the rapidly-increasing commerce 
of the neighbourhood. ‘There is little doubt, that if the Slave Trade is revived in 
the Bights, as in 1857, Kosoko will atiempt to seize Lagos ; and that it will revive 
this year is certain, from the fact of there being so little check on the American 
slave-dealers, who, in nine cases out of ten, make their arrangements, and ship 
their slaves with impunity. In fact, within the last few weeks, what I anticipated 
has proved to be the case ; two slavers have been captured in the Bights, two are 
awaiting cargoes, and one, said to be the “ Tyrant,” brigantine, of New York, 
escaped with 600. 

Under these circumstances, and to preserve British life, property, and trade, 
I consider | am justified in suggesting that the ‘‘ Brune” should remain within Lagos 
Bar, manned by her present crew of Kroomen, as proposed in my letter of the 4th. 
of November. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 


P.S. The European crew of the “ Brune” have been recruiting their health 
at_ Ascension since the 22nd of December last, and rejoin this ship by the 
“ Trident,” expected at Sierra Leone, from Ascension, on the 16th of March. 

Cc. W. 
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Inclosure | in No. 275. 
Consul Campbell to Captain Sanderson. 


r; Lagos, February 4, 1859. 
SHORTLY after my return to my post, it became evident to me that Slave Trade influence in this 
neighbourhood had greatly increased ; and that the great representative of that Trade, Kosoko, having increased 
the number of his partizans, even in the town of Abbeokuta, where English influence was considerable, was 
preparing to disturb the peace anil commerce of Lagos. He has, by his influence and bribes, prevailed on the 
ing of Jaboo to prohibit any palm oil from being carried to the large markets in his territory on the lagoons, 
and for some time past, slaves only have formed the saleable productions brought to these markets, to the great 
loss of the mercantile community of this place, and of the port of Palma; their vessels having been detained 
several months, unable to obtain cargoes. Three days since, an intelligent slave of _Kosoko’s made his escape, 
came to Lagos, and informed King Docemo of the active preparations being made by Kosoko for making a 
hostile Visit to Lagos, King Docemo sent this man to me to relate what he saw and knew of the matter. 
Although this man’s statement corroborated the information brought to me the day before by the intelligent 
messenger I always send to the market of Icorrodoo to watch the progress of Slave Trade there, I thought it 
better to wait further confirmation before I brought the matter before you officially. 

I last evening received from Mr, Grote, the Hamburgh Agent at this place, full confirmation of the prepa- 
rations being made by Kosoko. The house with which Mr, Grote is connected, through their establishment at 
Palma, do a considerable trade in palm oil with Tappa, the chief Cabooceer and General of Kosoko, This man 
is (secretly to Kosoko) very friendly disposed towards the English, and promised me to send information, 
through the Hamburgh Agent, when Kosoko really intended any evil against the peace of this place. The informa- 
tion communicated to me last evening was direct from Tappa, who sent his eldest son to the Hamburgh Agent 
at Palma to inform him of what was passing, and to urge my presence in the “ Brune,” off Epé, to stop Kosoko’s 
proceedings. It therefore becomes my duty to submit to you the propriety of the “Brune” being efficiently 
manned, and that the Commander be then directed to take up such a position in the Lake Teorrodoo as will 
command the approach to Lagos from Epé, and so deter Kosoko from making any ks sieeng attack on this place. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 275. 
The Merchants resident at Lagos to Consul Campbell. 


i Lagos, February 3, 1859. 

THE undersigned merchants and residents in Lagos having heard the “ Brune” is ordered out of the river, 
beg you will represent to the Commodore the serious injury that will result to the trade of this place and 
neighbourhood should she be taken away. If her absence did not actually induce an attack on the town, it 
will throw the natives here, who all believe such would be the case, into such a state of alarm that all business 
would be at an end. 

Reports are already rife that Kosoko means to take advantage of the “ Brune’s” absence to make an attack 
on this place, which, without assistance, is quite unable to resist him. We therefore hope, on proper represen- 
tation being made to the Commodore, he will allow the “ Brune” to remain in the river. 

We are, ke. 
(Signed by 15 merchants of Lagos.) 


Sir 





Inclosure 3 in No. 275. 
Petition. 


To the Commodore Wise. 
Honoured Sir, 

THE King of Lagos presents his best s to the Commodore, and hopes he is in good health. 

The King is very sensible of the great influence which Her Majesty's ship of war has on all the surroundin, 
people. The “Brune” is both a terror and a check to all around ; and should the “ Brune” be remov 
from Lagos river, as the King has been led to understand, all the neighbouring people who prefer the Slave Trade 
to lawful traffic will embrace the opportunity, and do all they can to hinder all the people who come from different 
parts to trade at Lagos. The King begs leave to ask the Commodore to continue the “Brune” in the river, or 
any other ship in her stead. 

At the present the people of Lagos, and the emigrants, are cultivating a large portion of land in peace, 
which had not been the case for many years at Lagos. But should the “Brune” be removed from the 
river, there would be no safety in the farms and at the Korodu market ; the Ejirin market has been unjustly 
claimed by restless Kosoko, so that now no one from Lagos might go to that market. 

Layos, January 31, 1859. 
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No. 276. 


Commander Courtenay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, } “ Conflict,” River Congo, December 15, 1858. 
| HAVE the honour to report that this morning I observed a barque, under 
United States’ colours, entering the River Congo. : 

; Perceiving from her name that she was not one of the usual traders to this 
river, I thought it probable that she had assumed that flag to cover illegal traffic ; 
I therefore p' ed on board without bringing her to, accompanied by Mr. Kelly, 
midshipman. Having discovered by her papers that she was entitled to wear the 
United States’ flag, and wascalled the “S. W. Reid,” of New Orleans, I quitted her 
at once. 

The captain made no complaint. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. W. COURTENAY. 





No. 277. 
Commander Close to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 15.) 
Sir. “Trident,” Sierra Leone, February 7, 1859. 


I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 14th January last, I examined the 
“Fannie,” American brigantine, at anchor in the harbour of Sierra Leone. 

My reason for boarding her was that her name was among the suspected vessels. 
sent from the Foreign Offiee, and, as she was in British waters, I was entitled to. 
search her by Article ¥1, section 3, of Instructions to Commanders. 

The “ Fannie” was at Havana on or about the 16th of July, 1858, but she took 
a legal cargo from that place. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. A. CLOSE. 





No. 278. 
Captain Sanderson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Archer,” Lagos, February 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in consequence of information I 
received from the mail-steamer ‘“‘ Armenian,” on the 8th ultimo, I proceeded in Her , 
Majesty’s ship under my command to the Brass River, off which place I arrived 
on the evening of the 11th. 

The following morning I took the whale-boat and two cutters into the river, 
and at some distance above the merchant-vessels, I found a brig without any name, 
colours, papers, or crew, but fully equipped for the Slave Trade, having on board 
160 leaguers of water, a slave-deck partly laid, and with slave-coppers; I at once 
, seized her, and, taking her out of the river the same evening, anchored her for the 
night necr the “ Archer.” J was informed that her provisions, stores, anchors, boats, 
and most of her sails, had been taken by the natives, and | found most of her 
running rigging cut and destroyed. 

I towed her to this place, which I reached on the 16th ultimo, intending to send 
her to Sierra Leone for adjudication, but, after having had a survey held upon her 
by the officers of this ship, I found her equipment a nei that I could not with 
safety send her to sea without crippling the resources of my own vessel by supplying 
her with sails, ropes, boats, anchors, &c. 

I therefore determined upon sinking her, and having towed her out of sight of 
land, into deep water, on the morning of the 4th instant, I exercised my crew at. 
general quarters firing at her with shot and shell, and destroying her. 

Mopiee I have, &e. 
» (Signed) T. SANDERSON. 


1 , | 





to 
for ‘ P. 
‘to obtain further information. He returned on the 9th, at 8 p., having seen 
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No, 279. 


\ Commodore Wise to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 10.) ' 
Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, February 16, 1859. 

| HAVE the honour to forward herewith copies of a letter dated the Llth 
instant, to the Honourable Sir F. W. Grey, K.C.B., the Commander-in-chief, and I 
beg that you will be pleased to lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty. 

‘1 have, &c. 


(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 279. 
Commodore Wise to Rear-Admiral Sir F’. Grey. 


Sir, “ Vesuvius,” Sierra Leone, February 11, 1859. ° 

THE inclosed letter, from Urah Towl, Chief of the Nunez, reporting slave-trading by a French merchant 
residing in that river, was delivered to the boats of the “Trident” in the month of January. [availed myself of 
the first opportnnity to inquire into the circumstances, by dispatching the “Spitfire” on that service. 

The inclosed report o: apie, from Lieutenant Chapman, will inform you that there is no foundation 
for Urah Towl’s statement, but that his letter is more to be attributed to private malice than zeal for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. : 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. WISE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 279. 
King Urah Towl to whom it may concern in Her Mojesty's Vessel. 


Rio Nunez, January 1, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you about a certain French trader in the river, who has abrogated the 
laws. He came here to trade in produce, but he pays but little attention to that; he chiefly engaged himself 
in buying so many slaves, and place them in the country for the plantation of ground-nuts, this act being against 
the British laws. I therefore think it necessary to report, and I hope that any person to whom this letter may 
be handed will please to pay a great attention to the same, and come as pick as possibly to take the slaves 
away out of ny country. 

He has promised to give me the half part of them, but I should say nothing till I see a man-of-war that will 
ask him who gave him that order at home to buy slaves. ; 

I remain, &e. 


(Signed) URAH TOWL. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 279. 
Lieutenant Chapman to Commodore Wise. 


Sit) | ELAVE the honour to he proceedings of H. ) Majeat gt igs ap cause righ 

e honour to report the p ings of Her Majesty's shi my comm since i 
pope raed with broad pendant on the 4th instant, on the e of whi ! 
at the mouth of the River Nunez, and immediately ar wae my Krooman to Ropass, to obtain a right 


and until 8:30 4.0. on the next. without seeing him ; and, as my time would admit of no further delay, I then 
Sended « 


ld state that I had an interview with M. Santon, the 
from his statement, as well as that of Mr. Becaise, the only 
convinced that there is not, nor has there been, any attempt at the 
King's letter has been written more from private pique than 


M, Santon, of the same date as the letter he wrote applying 
Tanchored off the Ben ceeing my head Krooman 
be " 





Sec Rien tet athe chs eege ede ae 
the medical officer of the “Bpitfire” expressed his opinion that, the company was su 
wis muir ih watbbiahle temmestas aU Oo bae ea re 


have, &e. 
(Signed) N.C, CHAPMARB. 





é 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 279. 
Lieutenant Chapman to King Urah Towl. 


Sir. * Spitfire,” off Ropass, Rio Nunez, February 7, 1859. 

HAVING informed you of my arrival in this river, in consequence of the letter received from you 
dated Ist January, 1859, complaining of a certain French trader, &e., and having appointed yesterday at 11 am. 
with you, and your sending me an answer to the effect that you would meet me at that time, 1 have waited 
until to-day, and as L cannot remain longer in this neighbourhood, I beg to inform you that I have had an 
interview with the French trader above referred to, and, from the evidence of Mr. Beeaise and others, I am 
of opinion that the slaves mentionedare merely employed as labourers in the country, and that there is no 
attempt at the re-establishment of the Slave Trade, and that, therefore, the British Government cannot in any 
way interfere. 

At the same time Tam desired by the British Commodore to convey to you his thanks for the desire 
you evince to prevent Slave Trade from your territory, and to acquaint you that whenever you send any 
positive information of slaves being collected for shipment he will dispatch a cruizer to co-operate with you in 
removing them from your country. 

‘ I have, Ke. 
: (Signed) N. C. CHAPMAN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 279. 
King Uvah Towl to M. Santon. 


Sir. Thamope, January 1.1859. 

YOURS of the Ist instomt IT have duly received. In reply, [ feel very much glad to hear that your 
intention is to send letters to your respective Governments about this matter. 1 can assure you that such is 
ny opinion too. What Boonda Yelle reports to you was my own message You must not make any trade 
witil we both receive answers from home. 

But if you agree to pay the 10 per cent., according to my order, you can trade in the meanwhile we are 
waiting for answer from your country. But if you are not agree to pay the 10 per cent., the ground nuts you 
have got on hand must not be shipped at all whatever ; if you venture I will fall on you and take all your 
domestic property. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) URAH TOWL. 


P.S.—I say that if you agree to pay the 10 per cent. you are to make trade, but Ido not mean you must 
measure in new bushel ; you must measure in the old bushel—the iron one. 


(Signed) URAH TOWL. 





No. 280. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Admiralty, March 31, 1859. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, transmitting a note and its 
inclosure from the French Ambassador at this Court relative to the proceedings of 
Commander Hunt, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” in visiting the French ship 
“ Phoenix” off the coast of Liberia in December last ; also a report on the case from 
the Queen’s Advocate ; and requesting that the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty will inform the Earl of Malmesbury what course they propose to take in this 
matter, in order that h's Lordship may be enabled to make a suitable reply tothe 
French Ambassador ; | am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you that the 
above-mentioned documents have been referred to Commander Hunt for any further 
explanation he might wish to make in answer to the charges brought against him 
with regard to the “ Phoenix,” and in inclosing you copies of the correspondence 
which has passed between Commander Hunt and this Department, my Lords would 
suggest whether it might not be advisable to send Commander Hunt’s explanation 
to the Queen’s Advocate for his consideration. 
1 am, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 


P.S.—The original documents, transmitted in your letter of the 15th instant 
are herewith returned, but my Lords would be glad to be furnished with a copy of 
the note of the French Ambassador, and of its inclosure, in order that they may be 
available for reference on any future occasion. . 
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. Inclosure | in No. 280. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, Admiralty, March 17, 1858. 

T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith a copy of a letter 
from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated the 15th instant, and copy of a report from the 
Queen’s Advocate, relative to your proceedings when in command of Her Majesty's sloop “ Aleci»,” in visiting 
the French ship “ Phasnix,” off the coast of Liberia, in December last. 

Before arriving at any decision on the case their Lordships desire to afford you the a ogame of making 
any explanation you may wish to offer, and with such explanation I have to request that the inclosure to 
this letter may be returned. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 
——— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 280. 


Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Priory Cottage, Filehurst, near Reading, Berks., 
Sir, March 21, 1859. 

IN compliance with the command of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, contained in your letter 
of the 17th of March, inclosing the Law Officer of the Crown's opinion relating to the French ship “Phenix,” 
of Nantes, and desiring me to forward any further explanation 1 may have to give on that subject, I have the 
honour to inform you that whilst proceeding to comply with their Lordships’ commands, I must respectfully 
point out the difficulty of doing so, not as yet having seen the charges brought against me by the master of 
the French vessel or his Minister, and being thus only able to frame a reply from what [ may glean from the 
opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, which opinion I can perceive (as { hope presently to prove) has in 
some measure been misled by them. 

With regard to the boarding of the “ Phoenix,” it was not done until all other measures had failed to 
ascertain her nationality. { had good reasons to suspect her nationality. 

First, By the information received from Cape Mount by the Attorney-General of Monrovia (Colonel Payne), 
on our way to Manna Kock, that the vessel was receiving slaves and not emigrants, which information was 
corroborated by a white man and another person detained in a canoe, who confessed that they had assisted to 
put slaves on board, bound and tied, from Manna Rock. 

Secondly, From his refusing, when repeatedly requested before boarding him, to show papers, register, or 
authority of any kind over the side of his vessel, which would have quite satisfied the officer, and prevented his 
going on board. 

Thirdly. No one could have supposed that a vessel found in the act of shipping slaves secretly, and also 
violating the territory of a friendly Government without any official notice, could be a legally authorised vessel 
of a country like France, and not liable to just suspicion, 

In the Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, Section 6, page 16, it expressly states “that 
most assuredly Great Britain never will allow the vessels of other nations to escupe visit and examination by 
merely hoisting a United States’ flag, or the flag of any other nation thit has not granted Great Britain the 
right of search.” 

By Section 5, paragraphs 2, 4, 5, and 6, it will be shown that I only complied with, and did not exceed 
(under the circumstances), those instructions. 

In all the circulars and confidential instructions, it has never been ordered that the mere exhibition of a 
flag should be a sufficient proof of nationality. 

I feel convinced that every officer commanding Her Majesty’s cruizers on the coast of Africa considers and 
interprets these instructions, that though they are to abstain from boarding French and American vessels, that 
is, actually ascending their sides on to the deck ; yet they consider the master ot a French or American vessel 
bound to show his papers over the side when asked for, or when his answers appear unsatisfactory, as was in the 
present case. 

Recognizing the presence of M. Chevalier on board, as master of the vessel, also threw further doubt as to 
her being a lawful French vessel, as, from his previous notorious and infamous character on the coast, as their 
Lordships will perceive by reference the Blue Book, Class B, from April 1857 to March 1858, from pages 46 to 
57, also page 149. Page 55 fully proves the word of this man totally unworthy of credit, as in his transactions 
at that time he was guilty of gross falsehoods and deliberate piracy, equal to the worst acts of the old Algerine 
Corsairs. 

In page 47 they will see, in the 7th paragraph of Consul Hutchinson's letter, that the “ Phenix” was 
boarded, and her papers examined by an officer of the “ Myrmidon,” on that occasion, and under similar cireum- 
stances, with the vilition of being in a Spanish (that did not require or ask assistance), and with a pendant 
flying ; yet no complaint was made. One might naturally suppose, under these circumstances, a country like 

nce would have ceased to employ such a person. 

M. Chevalier confeased to Colonel Payne that he regretted, and was ashamed of, the position he was placed 
in, and pleaded compulsion of an imprudent contract as an excuse. His avoidance and concealment, up to the 
time he produced his papers, of any mention of his national character or Government authority, was also a great 
addition to just suspicion, and an important feature in the case. 

In concluding the subject of boarding the “ Phenix,” I refer, for their Lordships’ consideration, to a copy of 
a letter addressed by myself to Commodore Wise, and his. reply on the subject will show the difficulty naval 
officers labour under who zealously do their duty, undeterred by those obstructions which, in many cases, prevent 
officers acting altogether, and render the cruizers they command utterly useless in Africa. 

Having, as far as I am able, endeavoured to explain. my reasons for boarding the “ Phanix,” I will next 

roceed to explain the position the vessel was found in, which appears to be disputed, as also the claims of the 
Senvovias Government to the territory. 

The “ Pheenix’’ was at anchor off Manna Rock, less than two miles from the shore, in 12} fathoms water, 

and about seven or nine miles from Cape Mount, quite inside the sweep the land takes there, as can be sworn to. 
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hy every man and officer in the “ Alecto.”" The “ Alecto” was anchored about a cable's length or less a-head of 
her tothe north-west. The inclosed gopy of an official letter will also show how far I was entitled to consider it 
Monrovian territory ; and their Lordships will perceive by the date of it that it was before I was called on to 
interfire with the “ Pheenix,” and not afterwards, that Iwas made acquainted with that fact ; and my doubt 
previous to that which caused the inqairy, related more particularly to the neighbourhood of Gallinas, which is 
further north than Mauna Rock, the case in point. 

The denia) on the part of the French Government of Manna Rock being Monrovian territory can be met 
with the question, why, in former attempts at that place to procure emigrants, they first obtained ‘eave of 
the Monrovian Goaermment to do so, as Tam informed by Colonel Payne was the case, 

The next poiat in the opinion of the Law Officer of the Crown that seems to convey an accusation ix 
relating to Lieutenant Walker not having immediately left the vessel after having ascertained the nationality, 
and also made an apology, &e. 

In the first place Lieutenant Walker, the Attorney-General, and Mr. Coates, acting master of the 
© Aleeto,” proceeded to leave immediately her papers had been shown, but were requested to remain and see 
the slaves by Captain Chevalier and others ; secondly, it would have appeared strange, if not ridiculous, in an 
officer offering an apology for an act which the French master of the vessel had repeatedly apologized for 
causing, and in which he had stated he had seen his error, viz., refusing to show his papers alongside. 

I trust thei Lordshi) s will fairly weigh and consider the difficult position ] was at that time placed in: on 
the one hand urged pressingly by the Vresident and Law Officers at Liberia, not only to ascertain the 
nationality of the vessl, but to seize her and ring her into their port, and informed that IT was bound to 
protect the territory of a Republic (then without an armed force) with whom Great Britain had treaties, at 
the same time beng fearful of losing my character for want of decision, and incurring censure by allowing 
myself to he bafiled in a manner never before attempted by the vessel of any nation in any part of the world, 
more especially on the coast of Afvica, whereall disuises are assumed to cover unlawful pursuit, aud where the 
shaver, the cnigrant-vessel, and the honest trader are often not to be distinguished by the outward or inward 
appearance of the vessel (is Ter Majesty's Law Officer supposes), but only by some act of persons on board or 
maneavres, and having often been told by American shwedealers that they could tind French flags, uniforms, 
and papers if required: on the other hand, having to deal with a vessel that would neither verbally nor 
otherwise show or vive any explanation of his conduct or nationality, except his flag, and at the same time 
frecly confessing to have skives, not cniigrants, on board (as was proved), and to have bought them with money 
and goods on Monrovian terrstory. 

Under all these circumstances the only thing T did was to sce his papers and Jeave him peaceably at anchor 
where IT found him, informing the master (M. Chevalier) that, had he shown his papers in the first place 
ever the side, or choven to explain who he was, he would have prevented our visiting him. No unpleasant- 
ness occurred, and the whole occupied about fifteen or twenty minutes ; and the subject was jocularly conversed 
on by the master aud others, and no remarks or complaints offered, except apologies and offers of civility ; 
and the armed boat, on which so much stress is laid, was commented on in a similar manner, 

The fret of an officer alone, in the absence of either official or legal advice, having successfully carried ont 
his duties during a commission on the coast of Africa, and having had, in the execution of those duties, to 
ascertain, is best he could, the legality or nationality of some hundreds of suspicions vessels, of all nations, and 
having also, in all former cases of dispute, justified his conduct and procecdings, will vot, T trust, be forgotten 
hy their Lordships in considering this case, not only for the sake of the humble individual who now addresses 
them, but rlso tia the sake of humanity, the protection of the Africans, and encouragement of Her Majesty's 
officers serving in Atricu, whose duties in the suppression of the Slave ‘Trade their Lordships’ decision in this 
case will seriously affect. 

1 feel confidently assurcd that this complaint would never have been brought against me on account of mere 
hoarding the * Phenix.” but is the cbullition of anger and disappointment on the part of Commodore Protet, 
M. ©. Chevalier, snd his employers, at my having greatly assisted to frustrate their attempts to renew the 
Slave Trade in the guise of emigration, by exertions amongst the natives and authorities adjacent both in the 
neighbourhood of the Monrovian territory, as also the North and South Divisions of the station, particularly 
Loango, Cabenda, and the Congo. 

In conclusion I would respectfully submit that, having to reply suddenly, unaided, and alone, to accusations 
carefully framed by the Law Officers and others, of 2 country like France, and Leing without the assistance of 
evidence that could be obtained from the Monrovian Government on many points in this case, and also 
unacquainted with the actual charges of my accusers, or the correctness, or extent of them, is a position most 
Jegal men would consider ho; cless, and will, I am certain, not be lost sight of hy their Lordships. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 

















Inclosure 3 in No. 280. 
The Secreiary to the Admiralty to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, Admiralty, March 23, 1859. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st instant, returning the Queen’s Advocate's Report relative to 
the French ship “ Phoenix,” and giving your explanation of the reasons which induced you to cause her to be 
visited from Her Majesty’s ship “Alecto” on the coast of Africa ; I am commanded by my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you that the communication from the French Government on, this subject 
should have been forwarded to you in my letter of the 17th of March. That communication is inclosed to 
you, and I return to you your letter (with its inclosures), which you are to consider yourself at liberty to 
modify, if you think proper to do so after a perusal of the French version of the affair. 

You will be so good as to send back the whole of the papers with your explanatory letter. 


Tan, &e. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 345 


Inclosure 4 in No. 280. 
Commander Hunt to the Secre’ary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Priory Cottage, Fiehurst, Vareh 26, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, with its inclosures, acknowledging the 
receipt of the Queen’s Advocate’s opinion of my explanatiou in relation to the French ship “ Pheenix,” and 
returning these papers to me, accompanied now with the letter of the French Minister, and the statement of 
the master of the ‘ Phenix,” signed by Count Walewski. 

As the last paragraph of your letter commands me to return the entire of these papers with my explanatory 
letter, and as that letter is officially stamped, and bears Sir R. Dundas’ signature, [ have considered that, instead 
of again writing that lctter, I am to make separately any further remarks I may see occasion to do on the two 
last-mentioned documents now before me. 

Having carefully read the statement of the master of the “Phanix” (M. Chevalier), I find that my letter 
of March 21 meets every point of the case (as far as 1 am able to judge); but, to lay the case still more clear 
before their Lordships, I will take each point in the statement of the master of the “ Phanix” as I now 
read it. 

1. It is stated in that report : “The instructions given hy the Government of Gorce to the ‘Phanix’ 
were, to procure emigrants, but not in British or Liberian waters or territory.” This order it can be proved 
was disobeyed, by the * Phanix” taking slaves instead of emigrants, and committing this act on Liberian terri- 
tory, and known to be so by M. Chevalier himself, by the Monrovian Government. In the reports relative to 
former proceedings of M. Chevalier on this coast, it will be found that he had falsely used the name and autho- 
rity of the British Government to influence the Chiefs in violating their Treaties. At an interview I had with 
the Chiefs of Gallinas and its neighbourhcod, they stated this fact in my presence. 

2. That the * Phanix” anchored seven miles west of Manna Rock, is totally untrue, as it can be sworn by 
the officers of the “ Alecto” and Monrovian Government that she was within two miles of the beach off Manna 
Rock ; and as this sma‘l cluster of rocks, which mark the spot, occupy about half an-acre of ground, and are not 
ubove five or seven feet high. partly on the sand. and partly in the water, and cannot be seen beyond two miles 
easily, and were in distinct view, leaves no doubt about the position of the * Phanix ;” the water the two 
vessls anchored in (124 fathoms) will also throw further light on that subject, and the “ Alecto” did not anchor 
in-shore of “ Phenix,” but ahead of her. 

3. That the English and French maps show, as is stated, that the Monrovian territory is limited in its 
northern extent to Cape Mount, their Lordships will know is incorrect, as far as the English maps are concerned, 
Another convincing proof will be found in the knowledye of French naval otticers, and other officers of that 
nation, that Manna Rock was Monrovian territory (in addition to the proofs I have given in my letter of the 
21st of March), viz. : On occasion of the mutiny of the * Rezina Celi,” Liberian troops assisted and protected 
the lives of the French officers and their property, and their crews, both at Manna Rock and Manna River, which 
is still considerably further north of Cape Mount. for which | am informed they received letters of thanks from 
the Thnperial Government. 

4, With regard to the conversation mentioned as taking place between Lieutenant Walker aud M. Chevalier, 
I inclose a copy of the written orders given Licutenant Walker on that occasion on his first visit ; and as 
Lieutenant Walker was well experienced in the artful endeavours always used by French vessels to involve our 
officers in disputes and altercations, | have not the slightest doubt he acted up to the letter and spirit of that 
order, as his report shows. The truth of the questions M. Chevalier states he put whilst he was at anchor 
seven miles west of Manna Rock, can be judged of by a reference to the soundings in that distant bearing, and 
the length of cable required to reach the bottom there, seven miles being rather an unusual and unlikely distance 
for a ship to transact business at, and make inquiries of Chiefs, Sc. If his statement is true, the land there 
could not have been but barely in sight, and the absurdity of this statement is apparent. M. Chevalier pretends 
not to recognize Colonel Payne on the first visit, but mentions him as a black man, without uniform. Now, as 
M. Chevalier, on the occasion of a former visit to Monrovia, had defrauded Colonel Payne and others out of a 
considerable sum for victualling an emigrant ship, there can be no doubt that the parties had good reason to 
know each other. 

6. M. Chevalier states that on the first visit the officers ascended his side, which is not true ; the officers 
remained in the boat, as did every one else. 

7. With regard to the second visit, the officer had his usnal side-aims, and Mr, Coates and the Attorney- 
General were unarmed, and also the very interpreter @ Sierra Leone policeman), The statement about the 
boat's crew being ready with drawn cutlasses and revolvers is also absurd and untrue; also that there were 
eight men in the boat, the galley’s crew being six. The French master was understood to mean that he never 
intended to use violence himself in his resistance, cr cause us to do so ; but required that it should be an armed 
boat before he would allow any one on board. 

8. The statement that after they (the English officers and others) had examined the “Vhanix's’ papers, 
they proceeded to examine the so-called reeruits, is untrue ; the officers proceeded to leave the vessel, but were 
invited by M. Chevalier and others to see the slaves. 

9, The statement that Colonel Payne forcibly seized the boy and took him out of the “Phenix” against 
M. Chevalier’s and the surgeon's protest, is totally and entirely untrue ; as it was on M. Chevalier’s own offer, 
suggestion, and permission, that the boy was received in the boat. It can be proved that M. Chevalier told 
this boy that he would cut his throat if he spoke English while strangers were on board, and I believe this boy 
can claim to be an English subject. 

10. The statement of the master of the “Phenix,” that he wax warned that he would be fired upon if he 
communicate with the shore, is a deliberate untruth, as can be proved. When the “ Alecto”’ left Manna Rock 
that afternoon, after visiting the “ Phoenix,” her pinnace was left, at the request of the Liberian Government, to 

revent Liberian subjects from leaving the beach ; and with orders to hold ne communication of any kind, or to 
interfere with the * Phenix” on any account whatever ; and while she remained the officer (Mr. Farquharson, 
mate) reported several artful attempts on the part of M. Chevalier to get him on board the “ Phenix” by all kinds 
of polite invitations sent by his boat, and questions, &c.; and also a note on one occasion, which the officer 
declined to receive, being well aware of the usual results of Frenzh politeness and treacherous servility, from 
experience on that station. 

In considering the statements of accuser and accused, I hope their Lordships will look to the personal 
character of the two parties as far as their Lordships can obtain information, and particularly to those pas 
I have referred to in my letter of the 21st March, as contained in the Blue Blook, relating to M. Chevalier and 
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his previous proceedings ; as I feel the equivocal position British officers of unimpeachable character are placed 
in, having repeatedly to answer unwarrantable accusations made by a person whose character it is unnecessary 
to point out to their Lordships. 

I feel also assured that a communication of this case to the Liberian Government sel Hotes documents 
contradicting every point contained in M. Chevalier’s statement, and also those advanced by the Imperial 
Minister relating to the territory, &c., leaving only the simple fact of the “ Phoenix ” being obliged to prove her 
nationality, as was the case. 

In conclusion, I will venture to remark that Count Walewski labours under a great and ungenerous mistake 
in stating this is the second complaint made by the Imperial Government against the Commander of the “ Alecto,” 
as on the former occasion alluded to, the complaints were made against the officers in command of the boats on 
detached service, and acting under orders of the Commander of another cruizer, for which I was not, nor could 
be held, responsible. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 280. 
Orders addressed to Lieutenant Walker. 


 Alecto,” November, 1858. 
YOU will convey Colonel Payne, the Representative of the Liberian Government, on board the vessel 
pointed out, for the purpose of smal a message from that Government, and return with him, when 
required, to this ship. You will attend him on board as a witness on behalf of that Government ; but you are on 
no account to offer any remarks or interference on your part, and on no account whatever are you to allow your 
crew to leave their boat. 
You may show this order to any one who demands it. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT, Commander. 
To Lieutenant Walker. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 280. 


Commander Hunt to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Priory Cottage, Filehurst, near Reading, Berks., 
Sir, March 28, 1859. 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day forwarded you all the documents you entrusted 
me with, relating to the French ship “ Phenix,” of Nantes. 
After these papers had been made up, accompanied with two letters containing my remarks, dc., I received 
a letter from Mr. Docket (lute acting master), of the “ Alecto,” informing me that be would send me copies of 
his remark-book, which will fully prove the position of the “ Phenix,” &c., at the time referred to, 
On the receipt of these papers, I will forward them also for their Lordships’ consideration. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 


’ 





Inclosure 7 in No. 280. 


Commander Hunt to Commodore Wise. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” Sierra Leone, August 6, 1858. 

HAVING seen in the American papers that Great Britain had given up the “right of search,” and that 
the Americans imagine that for the future our cruizers would take the mere sight of an American flag as a 
guarantee of honesty and nationality, has induced me to respectfully offer to your notice the following supposed. 
cases, as it appears to me that going on board a vessel under any of these circumstances would not be exercising the 
“right of search” of American vessels, but only following out our Slave Instructions, which have never 
authorised the right of search on the vessels of any nation with whom we have no Treaties permitting us so to 
do, but only causes vessels to be searched that will not, or cannot, prove their nationality. 

In executing these duties, it would be, under present circumstances, of great importance to know the 
-—* yourself and the Commander-in-chief on the three first cases, and as to how an officer should act in 
the 


First. I will imagine that with sufficient. cause of suspicion, or without suspicion, but only from the neigh- 
bourhood, &c., a vi is found in, I proceed in chase, and on approaching the vessel, she hoists the American 
colours, I then manage to ap a boat alongside of him, without heaving him to, and, without any one going on 
' board, ask the usual questions alongside, which being answered, I ask to see his, papers (considering either his 
register or manifest sufficient), which also being complied with, I then leave the cel gg 

Secondly. A similar case to the above, with the exception that, from the strength of wind, or speed of the 
stranger un . me American flag, being unable to drop a boat, I caused him to heave-to, and afterwards 
proceeded as above, 

ay. All the same occurrences take place as in the first case,except that the captain of the vessel 
invites the ing officer to come on board in the presence of witnesses, which he complies with, and all 
passes off as in first case. 

Fourthly, and lastly. A boat is dropped alongside 4 vessel as iu first case, or I am compelled to heave him 
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to as in second case, and the captain refuses to show his papers alongside, and points to his flag as his protection 
only, or, and on being remonstrated with, says he will only show them when compelled to do so by his vessel 
ing taken charge of, or taken to some port, or refuses to show them under any Seen. 
ave, Ke, 
(Signed) JAMES HUNT. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 280. 
The Secretary of State, Monrovia, to Commander Hunt. 


Sir, Department of State. Munroria, November 12, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of this day, directed to the President of 
Liberia, in which you request to be informed of the present extent of the Liberian territory, north and south of 
Monrovia, and how much of it has been acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government, as your charts are of an 
old date. 

In reply, I have to inform ~~ that the limits of Liberia, as recognized by Her Majesty’s Government, 
are as follows, to wit : the River Pedro, on the south-east, and the River Shebar, on the north-west. 

The Government will take great pleasure in affording any further information that may be required of it 
by you. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. N. LEWIS. 


te soe 2¥ 2 
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EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 281. 
Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, July 2, 1858. 

1 HAVE received from Commander Oldfield, of the “ Lyra,” a report of his 
having captured a Portuguese dhow, with slaves on board, on the 20th of May, 
and that he had arrived at Natal with Mr. Consul McLeod, who had struck his 
flag at Mozambique, and that it was his intention to sail for the Mauritius on the 
following day (June 10). 

He had left Lieutenant Harris in charge of the slaves at Natal, to proceed to 
Table Bay by the steamer. 

The steamer from Natal, due on the 17th instant, has not yet arrived, and I 
am still, therefore, uninformed as to the details of Mr, McLeod’s proceedings. 





No, 282. 
Commander Gordon to Rear-Admirgl Sir F. Grey. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir ‘* Hermes,” Simon’s Bay, August 11, 1859. 


1 HAVE the honour to report, that after your departure from. the port on the 
27th ultimo, the French brig of war “ Nisus” arrived in tow of Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel “ Lyra.” The “‘ Lyra” did not put to sea until the 30th ultimo, in 
consequence of the weather being unfavourable on the previous day. , 

On the 3rd instant, the Commander of the “ Nisus” se: t me the accompany- 
ing letter respecting the boarding of a French vessel near Mozambique, by Her 
Majety’s steam-sloop “ Lyra,” and the ‘‘ Nisus” sailed for Brest on the following 
day. , 
; The “ Madagascar” arrived from Natal and Algoa Bay on the 5th instant ; 
and the next day Lieutenant Harris reported himself to me, bringing despatches 
from the “ Persian” and “ Lyra,” and in charge of slaves captured ty the latter. 
I inclose an extract from Commander Chads’ letter, respecting a dispute with the 
Governor-General of Mozambique. Her Majesty’s troop-ship “ Megzera” arrived 
here last yf from Mauritius and India, and Her Majesty’s steam-sloop under 
my command will be refitted and ready for sea in four days. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) W. E. A. GORDON 





Inclosure | in No. 282. 
Commander Chads to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Persian,’ Mozambique, May 18, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you the arrival of Her Majesty's sloop under my command, at this 
place, on the 10th ultimo, Her Majesty's Consul wrote a letter to me on the cette ame Ace pee: 
et ne re errant 9 re Memes § Oaneeee veekdanen, saad eo Sr We pectentin of eee y: 
at cose He also requested that I would let him have men to wait on him as servants, I 
at the gular residence five: men (a corporal and four marines), the.corporal and two men asa 
guard, and two men as servants ; but the two men landed as servants took their arms withthem. On the 14th 
Te te es te infringement of the law of nations, by 
landing an armed force on Portuguese territories. I callod on his cy the Governor-General. (in company 
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with Her Majesty's Consul), and pointed out to him that the requisition from the British Consul was for a 
guard to protect his life. ’ : ; 

His Excellency the Governor-General at once demanded that I should recall the guard. This I declined to 
do until his Excellency should send a guard sufficient to protect the British Consul, who states to me that he 
considers his life in hourly danger, unless protected. After a long intercourse his Excellency promised to send a 
guard of one corporal or serjeant and four men, to protect the British Consul (the Consul has frequently 
requested a guard before for the protection of his life), and on their arrival at the Consular residence I at once 
sent hack the guard. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul has since requested me, in writing, to remove him from this post, and I 
have directed the “ Lyra” to convey him to Natal. Poti 

ve, &c 


(Signed) J. H. CHADS, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 282. 


The Commander of the French brig of war “ Nisus”’ to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Awiral, “ Nisus,” Simon's Bay, le 3 Aoiit, 1858. 

LES sentiments de cordiale entente qui existent entre la France et l’Angleterre me donnent la certitude 
que vous accueillerez avec l'intérét qu’elle mérite la réclamation que j’ai I'honneur de vous adresser relative- 
ment & un fait qui intéresse l’honneur du pavillon de Sa Majesté |’Empereur. La corvette “ Lyra,” de Sa 
Majesté la apr erage la nuit du 10 au 11 Mai (a la de Mocambique), aurait accosté le trois- 
mfts Francais “Maria Celine,” en lui envoyant, étant bord & bord, deux coups de canon; bien que le 
capitaine affirme lui avoir crié a haute voix sa neutralité, un officier Anglais et des matelots armés seraient 
montés A bord pour effectuer la visite. La lendemain la “ Lyra” aurait encore laissé porter sur la “ Maria 
Celine,” et le méme officier serait de nouveau venu opérer une seconde visite malgré les protestations du 
capitaine. : 

Si les circonstances consignées dans le rapport qu’on m’adrease sont exactes il y a lieu, Amiral, d’appeler 
votre attention sur un fait que nous ne saurions accepter. 

Comme vous le savez, Amiral, il n’existe actuellement entre |’Angleterre et la France aucun Traité permettant 
aux bitiments de la marine Britannique d’exercer le droit de visite sur les nayires Frangais, placés uniquement 
sous le contrdle et la police du pavillon de Sa Majesté I’Empereur. 

Des ordres impératifs nous ont été donnés a cet égard ; je croirais manquer a mon devoir si je n’appelais votre 
attention sur la conduite du commandant de la “Lyra.” C'est avec la plus vive satisfaction, Amiral, que je 
porte & votre connaissance l’'accueil plein de courtoisie du Commandeur Gordon, qui a mis avec empressement & 
ma disposition les ressources de I’Arsenal de Simon’s Bay, 

Veuillez bien agréer, Amira!, avec mes remerciments pout l’obligeance vraiment extréme dont vous avez 
usé envers moi A mon arrivée sur cette rade, l’assurance du profond respect avec lequel j’ai, dc. 





(Signé) Cc. THIERRY. 
No. 283. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
No. 91.) 
Sir, ‘* Boscawen,” at Réunion, Seplember 19, 1858. 


I REQUEST you will inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that I arrived here on the 16th instant, and was most hospitably received by the 
Governor of the Island, Baron Darrican. 

As the “ Boscawen” is the first line-of-battle ship that has anchored here for 
100 years (the last having been one of Admiral Suffrenis’ ships), her arrival has 
excited much interest among the residents, and I feel confident that the effect of 
our visit will be beneficial. f 

It has been my endeavour to obtain as much information as I can on the state 
of the Island, and the progress of the measures adopted for procuring labourers 
from the Colony. 

I now proceed to lay before their Lordships the result of these inquiries, and I 
must premise it by saying, that Baron Darrican has met all my questions in the 
most open and frank manner. 

The population of the Island is now considerably above 200,000, of whom 
90,000 are hired labourers. These are composed of—first, emancipated slaves and 
Creoles ; secondly, engaged labourers from Africa and Madagascar, with a small 
proportion of Indians. 

The Indians are considered the best for any work where intelligence is of more 
value than bodily strength ; but for manual labour in the fields, Africans have the 
Pe he year! of labo red to k 

e yearly amount urers at present ui to kee the supply 
is estimated of from 8,000 to 10,000. f oe a 2 Pply 
phn Lacy peri pment are now tee is this :-— 
vessel is freig’ ‘or the purpose, a Government inspector is put on board, 
and stringent rules are laid down forthe guidance of the agent and cinaher 
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The vessel proceeds to St. Augustine’s Bay, or the Comoro Islands, the two 
places now fixed upon for the points of embarkation, and they are forbidden to go 
to the coast of Africa for them. 

The engagements are made, in the first instance, with the agent of the 
merchant who freights the vessel, and on the arrival of the vessel at St. Denis, 
these engagements are put up to the highest bidder 

It does not appear that the term of the engagement is at present definitively 
fixed. 

The Governor is in favour of the longer term of ten years, as giving the 
planter more time to obtain value for his money, since it requires two years to 
make the labourers really useful on the estates ; and by extending the period of the 
engagement, the planter has a greater interest in treating the labourer well. ‘This 
seems to be open to some question. 

The Government, beyond employing agents for the protection of the immi- 
grant, aud establishing a certain amount of wages and food as the minimum, does 
not interfere between the master and servant, except in cases of ill-treatment. 

I was distinctly told by one of the Members of the Council, who is charged 
with the direction of the Administration of the Interior, that in making the engage- 
ments no questions are asked, where the negroes come from, or how they are 
obtained, and there seems to be little doubt that the chief part are slaves brought 
from the Continent in dhows, and sold to the agents. 

J have equally little doubt that the regulations for the treatment of the 
Jabourers on the passage, and during the term of their engagement, are strictly 
enforced, and that the negro is, in some respects, in a better condition than in his 
own country; at least, as long as he is there exposed to be carried off or sold by 
his master, and separated from all he loves. 

The chief difficulty appears to consist in the want of a sufficient number of 
women, the proportion at present not exceeding one woman to five men; but as 
the Jabour of the woman is, up to a certain point, as valuable as that of the men, 
it is probable that, by degrees, the number imported will increase. 

On the estate which I visited, near St. Denis, where 140 labourers are employed, 
there were only 10 women and 2 children, and nothing, I think, can prove more 
clearly that the immigrants are not free agents, than this fact of their being seldom, 
if ever, accompanied by their families. 

The cultivation of sugar is here, as at the Mauritius, fast superseding all 
other, and the sugar planters. notwithstanding the severe restrictions which confine 
their trade to France and French vessels, are now thriving. 

The improved machinery is coming into general use, though IT have not yet 
seen any establishment to be compared with those in the Mauritius. 

The produce of sugar last year was about 60,000 tons, or little more than half 
that of the Mauritius. 

The cultivation is confined to the slopes of the hills and seaboard, and good 
roads run round the island to the sugar districts. 

A tunnel has been commenced to unite the district of St. Denis with that of 
St. Paul, but up to the present time only a few men have been employed on it, more 
to prove the practicability of the work than as a serious commencement of it. 

Another road across the centre of the island isin course of formation, connectin 
the higher levels, which are only adapted for grazing and garden ground, with 
St. Denis and St. Paul. 

The island is not so entirely dependent on importation for the subsistence of its 
population as the Mauritius, but the extension of the cultivation of sugar has been 
attended with a proportional decrease. 

Rice is imported from India, and cattle from Madagascar. 

There is the same complaint here as at the Mauritius of a great diminution in 
the quantity of rain that falls, and it is in both islands attributed to so many of the 
woods having been cut down. Forest laws are now enacted here for their pre- 
servation. 

The Government establishments are good. 

The Infantry barracks, at present occupied only by 600 men of the 4th Marine 
Regiment, are large and roomy. 

The Artillery barracks, also good, are held by 120 Artillerymen, and there is a 
small corps of Engineers; these, with 120 gendarmes and the Militia, amounting 
to about 5,000 men, comprise the whole military force. 

The Naval Force is under the command of Baron Darrican, and consists only 0 
a few small vessels, chiefly employed in the Mozambique Channel. 
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There is a good military hospital not quite finished. 

There is also a college, containing at present 250 boys, white and coloured, and 
it is proposed to increase the accommodation to contain more than double that 
number. It is provided with a large staff of professors, and the education is said 
to be excellent. 1 was much pleased with the order and extreme cleanliness of the 
whole establishment. 

There is a professor of English; but, judging from the man selected, it docs not 
appear as if much importance had been attached to this branch of education. 

There is another establishment not yet completed, highly deserving of praise. 
It will include a reformatory school, and an asylum for old people, and is intended 
to contain about 1,200 persons. 

The Governor is also anxiously endeavouring to increase the schools for the 
children of labourers, and in all his acts seems most desirous of improving the 
condition of the negroes. 

I understand that the separation between the coloured people and the whites, 
particularly in the higher classes, is much more marked than in the Mauritius, and 
that neither in the higher Government offices, nor in the Municipality, are any of 
the former to be found. 

I have had much conversation with M. Darrican on the difficult question of 
the supply of labour. 

He states fairly the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the present 
system, and does not deny that it is attended with the danger to Africa of encou- 
raging wars and kidnapping among the natives, though he believes it will be more 
than compensated by the periodical return of the more civilized labourers to their 
country. : 

“ But,” he asks, “what are we to do? We endeavoured,” he says, “ to make 
an arrangement with England for the supply of labourers from India, but this failed 
because your Government refused to give us any guarantee that we should obtain 
the number we required, and we felt that, without some such security, we could not 
give up the rights we now possess of bringing slave-labour from Africa.” 

The export of Indians from our territory is now permitted, 

The inevitable conclusion is, that as the island cannot be cultivated without a 
supply of imported labour, and as no other source is open to it except Madagascar 
and the Comoro Islands, the importation from these points must continue. 

Iv appears, however, worthy of consideration whether, by giving facilities to 
the emigration from India on terms similar to those now so successful in the Mauri- 
tius, the importation from Africa might not be by degrees abolished, but no plan of 
that kind would be entertained by France which should make the abolition of the 
African trade preliminary to the other. 

With free competition, the superior intelligence of the Indians would probably 
soon lead to their entire employment. 

The arguments used by-a large party, and which I regret to see adopted by 
some influential papers in England, that Africa will best be civilized by bringing 
the natives into contact with the Europeans in the Colonies, do not appear to me to 
be sound, since it is acknowledged here that very few of them return to their own 
country, from the fear of being again sold as slaves. 

There is one feature, however, both here and at the Mauritius, which is most 
encouraging; it is the universal admission of the superiority of free over slave 
labour, both in the amount of sugar produced, and in economy. 

If, therefore, the difficulties arising from the state of Africa which impose 
obstacles in the way of emigration could be removed, there seems every reason to 
hope that the cultivation of sugar might hereafter become a source of mutual profit 
and benefit to these colonies and to the negro race. 

As long as the importation of labourers from Africa continues, it would be much 
more for the interests of all parties that it should be carried on directly from Africa. 

There can be no doubt, as I have said, that the largest part of the labourers 
shipped at the Comoro Islands and St. Augustine’s Bay are brought from the main- 
land in dhows. 

If the introduction of Indians is still to be prohibited, M. Darrican would prefer 
that there should be two points on the coast of Africa selected for ports of ship- 
ment, where Government Agents should be stationed, and that the number of 
negroes to be exported should be fixed. 

The result, he thinks, would be that the demand, being thus regulated, would 
be easily supplied, and that all the evils to which the negroes are now exposed. before 
they embark would be prevented. 
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M. Darrican’s views appear to me to be sound, and I respectfully submit them 
for the consideration of their Lordships, believing that, as it is acknowledged that 
we have not the right to prevent the introduction of labourers into this colony, so 
it would be most advantageous to concur cordially with France in establishing a 
system as free from evil as the nature of the case will admit. — 

The question of the supply of labour to the West Indies is much more difficult 
of solution. and the system which would work well here might be open to grave 
objections there. ‘ 

[ propose to sail for Tamatane and Johanna on the 28th instant, and I have 
only in conclusion to repeat that the attention we have received from the Governors 
and from all classes in the island have been most marked, and I rejoice in. having 
had the opportunity of cultivating those friendly relations which it is so much to 
the interests of both nations to maintain. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 284. 
Rear-ddmiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(fxtract.) ** Boscawen,’ Mozambique, October 19, 1858. 

ON the 17th May, the “Lyra” embarked at Mozambique Mr. McLeod, iter 
Majesty’s Consul, with his wife. and sailed on the following day for Natal, falling in 
with and capturing, on the 20th, the Portuguese dhow “ Mlor de Mocambique,” 
having on board 4 slaves, and, as the dhow was unfit for the voyage to the Cape, 
destroying her, and landing her crew on the Bazaruto Islands. 

Having learnt from the French schooner-of-war “ Estafette” that Dr. Living- 
stone an the “ Hermes” had arrived off the Zambesi, Commander Oldfield passed 
the mouth of that river, but without seeing the “ Hermes,” although she was at 
anchor there. 

On the Sth June, the “ Lyra” reached Natal, and, after a long correspondence 
with Mr. MeLeod, as reported in my letter No. 98, Commander Oldfield yielded to 
that gentleman's pressing requisition, and sailed for the Mauritius on the 12th, 
anchoring in Port Louison the Ist July, and there disembarking Mr. and Mrs. 
McLeod. 

On the Ith July, having been unable to procure his supply of biscuit sooner, 
he sailed for Johanna, where he arrived on the 26th, and found the French brig-of- 
war “Génie, and steam gun-boat ‘ Labourdonnaise,” the object of whose visit is 
detailed in Mr. Sunley’s letter, Inclosure No. 2 in my letter No. 97 

Commander Oldfield also received a letter from the Commander of the “Génie,” 
complaining of the boarding of the French brig “ Alfred” by the “ Persian.” He 
very properly declined to enter into a discussion on the subject, and his intercourse 
with M. Macquet was marked by much judgment and courtesy. 

Commander Oldfield, during his stay, in an audience with the King, supported 
the remonstrance of Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul, against the Slave Trade 
carried on by the Johanna dhows. 

On the 29th July, he put to sea, and, cruizing among the islands, captured two 
dhows belonging to Johanna, and one Arab dhow; but, at the request of 
Mr. Sunley, released one of the former. 

After visiting Pomony harbour, on the Ist August, he sailed on the 2nd, leaving 
his pinnace to watch the Comoro Islands, and anchored on the 8th August off 
Angoxa. 

Commander Oldfield’s proceedings here will form the subject of a separate 
letter. 

Leaving a whale-boat to watch this coast, Commander Oldfield then crossed 
with the intention of visiting Boyanna Bay, but, the wind not allowing him to do 
.so, he called on the 16th off Pomony, where he was rejoined by the pinnace, which 
had destroyed another slave dhow that had run on shore to avoid capture. 

Off Pomba Bay, on the 18th, he picked up his cutter, which had visited the 
different ports between Mokamba and Pomba, only meeting a French brig embarking 
negroes to the northward of Conducia Bay. 

On the 21st August, Commander Oldfield anchored off Angoxa, and the events 
which took place there, as separately reported, occupied him till the 10th September. 
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During this interval, he captured the Portuguese schooner “ Esperanga,” and 
sent her to Pomony Harbour, in the Island of Johanna. The capture of this vessel 
and of the “ Flor de Mocambique” have been protested against by the Governor- 
General. 

On the 11th September, Commander Oldfield arrived at Mozambique, and 
having received on board 57 tons of coals, sailed again on the 18th for Quillimane. 
On the 21st, arrived off this bar, which was not passable, and on the 24th bad 
weather compelled him to go to sea. 

He then visited Boyanna, Bembatooka, and Rafalla Bays, in Madagascar, 
destroying near the former another slaving dhow, which, on being chased, ran on 
shore in trying to enter Boteler River. 

I have expressed to Commander Oldfield my approhation of the energy and 
activity displayed by him in these proceedings, to which I have much pleasure in 
calling their Lordships’ attention. . 








Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 92.) 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” Mozambique, October 16, 1858. 

I'l’ is with great regret that I have to forward to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Adiniralty, copies of a correspondence that has passed relative to the boarding 
of French vessels by the ‘ Persian” and “ Lyra.” 

As I have not yet fallen in with the “Lyra,” Tam unable to forward by this 
opportunity any explanation of the two cases in which she is concerned. 

The case of the “ Alfred” boarded by the * Persian,” is, | regret to say, one 
of those in which the indiscretion of the Commanding Officer of our cruizer has 
given just cause of complaint to the French authorities, and their Lordships will 
perceive that I have informed Commander Chads that by his act he has incurred 
my most marked disapprobation. 

Their Lordships will also perceive that I have acquainted the Governor of 
Bourbon with the result of my inquiry, and I trust that no unpleasant conse- 
quences will arise from this imprudent act of Commander Chads. 

I have, &c, 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 285. 
The Governor of Réunion to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


M. l'Amiral, St. Denis, le 24 Septembre, 1858. 

APRES les communications verbales que je vous ai faites vous m’avez demandé une note sur les actes qui 
se sont pussés dans le Canal Mogambique et les visites faite: @ bord de quelques uns de nos navires. J'ai 
Vhonneur de vous l'adresser conformément & votre demande. 

M. le Consul de France 4 Zanzibar m‘informe que dans la nuit du 10 au 11 Mai, le batiment de Sa Majesté 
Britannique la “ Lyra” a forcé la “ Marie et Celine,” de Marseille, 4 mettre en panne, a visiter ce batiment. Le 
lendemain, au petit jour, la “Lyra” a de nouveau envoyé a bord sous prétexte qu'on parlait Anglais ; ce fait a 
été inscrit sur le journal de la ‘ Marie et Celine,” par Vofficier qui l’a accompli. 

Le Consul de France de Zanzibar a rendu compte au Gouvernement Frangais. Sur la rade d’Anjouan le 
£8 Mai le uavire “Alfred” vint mouiller. 

Lorsque la corvette le “ Persian ” envoya demander & visiter le navire, le capitaine s'y refusa: il fat menacé 
@étre capturé s'il n’obéissait ; le capitaine continua a s'y refuser et déclara qu'il amenerait son pavillon si on I'y 
forgait, abandonnant le navire pour le compte du capture. 

Cette tentative n'eut pas d’autre suite, et “I'Alfred” partit le lendemain malgré la menace qui lui avait é:é 
faite de l'arréter. : 

Le Commandant Mocquet, du brig de guerre Frangais le “ Génie,” a rencontré & Mogambique le “ Persian ;” 
il a demandé des explications sur le fait qui s’éiait passé Anjouan. Le Commandant du “ Génie” se plaint du 
Commandant du “ Persian,” il a eu d’abord beaucoup de peine a le voir, et ensuite sa visite ne lui a été rendue 
que parcequ’il l’a exigé. 

La “ Lyra,” le 8 Aoiit, a rencontré & Angoxa le navire Frangais “I'Eléonore ;” il a envoyé une embarcation 
& bord demander les papiers quoiqu’il y eut sur rade le steamer de guerre Frangais le “ Bourdonnais.” Le 
Capitaine Yoes, du “ Bourdonnais,” se rendit & bord de la “ Lyra,” aussitét qu’il vit le canot Anglais aller & bord 
de “l'Eléonore.” Tl fit observer au capitaine de la “Lyra” qu'il pouvait mieux que personne donner les 
renseignements qu’on allait demander ; il y eut entre ces deux officiers quelques paroles trés vives d’échangées et 
une protestation fut faite par M. Yoes contre tout droit de visite. 

Ces faits ont jeté ici une grande inquiétude. 

Je suis heurcux que votre arrivée sur cette rade, que la franchise de vos paroles m’aient permis Z dire que 
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ces offiviers avaient ayi contre vos ordres ; la population a été rassurée : je le dis a la certitude que j’ai donnée 
que jamais pareils taits ne se reproduiraient. 

Vous les interilisez ; vous y étes oppos¢: j'ai toute confiance duns la loyauté de votre caractére. 

De mon cété, soyez assuré que je ferai la police de nos batiments ; si les faits coupables ont lieu ils seront 
punis par la sévérité de nos lois. 

Vous savez les instructions que j’ai regues de Sun Altesse Impériale, et nous ne transigerous pas avec des 
coupiab es, 

Peruettez-moi Vajouter un mot. J'ai le plus grand désir de régulariser les engagements de travailleurs : 
MInde nous est fermée, et je voudrais pouvoir sur la céte d'Afrique, & Mozambique, ou a Zanzibar, Ja of ily a 
une «uitorité constitués:, je voudrai des engigements dont la moralité pit se montrer vu grand jour. 

Tous ces points me sont fermés par des Traités qui les licnt & Angleterre. Ne nous paraitrait-il pas pré- 
férable de renoncer & des conditions faites & l'époque od Vesclavage régnait aux Colonies, et de favoriser des 
engazements libres qui limiteraient & un ou deux points toutes les opérations gue nous pourrions surveiller ¥ 

Sans cela nous sommes obligés & parcourir la cote a traitur avec des Avabes, qui sont peu serupuleux sur la 
maniére de se procurer les hommes qui s'engagent par leur intermédiaire. 

Nous mettrons ainsi la loyauté et la moralité & la place d’actes qui s’en Gloignent peut-ctre, mais qui sont 
foreés parla situation qui nous est faite. 

Je erois qu'il y a liew de prendre ces propositions en considération ; que, dans Tintérét de "humanité la 
concession de points Wengagements doit nous ¢ébre faite; et que, loin de nous y opposer, il serait au contraire 
utile que vous me venissiez en aide. 

J’aurais peine A croire que je ne fusse pas compris en Angleterre, 

Je termine, Amiral, en yous remerciant encore une fois de votre visite bien amicale, en vous priant de la 
renouveler dict Ta; je ferai mon possible pour eutretenir nos relations et yous écrire toutes les fois que je le 
pourras, 

Veuillez Se, 
(Signe) LE BARON DARRICAN. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 285. 


Mv. Pocock to Commander Chads. 


Sir, * Persian” October V3. 15%. 
1 BEG to state, for your information, that To was called upon to visit the “Alfred” while lying at 
Johatna, on the June, to ascertain what her nationality was, The following questions were put by me and 


answered as follows :— 

Q. Where are you trom 1—A. Mayotta. 

(. tiow many days out #--A. One and a-nalf days. 

Q. What name, and where belonging ?— A. Marsvilles. 

Q. Have you any news ?—A. No ; none. 

Q. Have you any cargo P—A. Only ballast. 

Q. Where are you bound ?—On this question being put he replied, ina very off-hand manner, that as 
he had not seen a flag flying on board the Enylish brig-of-war on his entering the harbour of Johanna, he 
positively refused answering me any more questions. I then returned on board, and reported my proecedings to 
the Commanding Officer. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD P. POCOCK, Mate. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 285. 
Commander Chads to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, * Persian.” Mozambique, October 14, 1858. 

IN answer to your letter of the 13th instant, I beg to state that the French barque “ Alfred” was boarded 
first only for news: her captain refusing to answer some of the common-place questions asked hy the mate who 
went on board, raised my suspicions that she was not a bond fide French vessel ; I therefore ordered her papers 
to be examined by the senior Lieutenant. ; 

The “Alfred” at the time was at anchor. She was boarded according to Articles 2, 5, and 6, page 12, 
section 5, of the Slave Trade Instructions. I sent on board the “ Alfred” a certificate of boarding, instead of 
writing in his log-book, as required by Article 6, of the same section, which the captain of the “ Alfred” sent 
back. 

I most positively deny having treated the captain of the “Génie” with discourtesy. At the time of his 
arrival I was very unwell with fever, and confined to the ship, and almost to my cabin, and even for some days 
to my bed ; but the Second Lieutenant went on board, and fully explained to the captain of the Génie” that it 
was only sickness which prevented my calling upon him in person. 

The first forenoon I was well enough I at once went on board the “ Génie,” and the captain never expressed 
to me in the slightest degree that he considered I had treated him with a want of courtesy. The reason the 
Second Lieutenant went instead of the First Lieutenant was that he spoke French fluently, whereas the First 
Lieutenaut could not speak French at all. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. H. CHADS. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 285. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Gry to Commander Chads. 


Sir, * Boscawen,” at Mozambique, October 15, 1858. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 15th instant, with its inclosures, giving your reasons for having 
boarded the French barque “ Alfred.” 

Those reasons, I regret to say, sre not satisfactory to me. 

By the 3rd paragraph of your orders from Captain Lyster, you were expressly enjoined “on no account to 
interfere with any French vessels bond fide entitled to the protection of that flay, nor to board them except 
under circumstances that justify a strong suspicion that they are not entitled to wear the French flag.” 

You state in your letter that the “ Alfred” was, at first only boarded for news, and that the Captain's 
refusal to answer some of the common-place questions asked by the mate who went on hoard raised your 
suspicions, and you then ordered the papers to be examined. 

On referring to the st:tement of Mr. Pocock, inclosed in your letter, I find that the officer did not confine 
himself to asking for news, but also inquired into the nature of the cargo, and the destination of the vessel. 
These questions would naturally raise a suspicion in the mind of the master, of some witcrior object, and 1 
am not surprised that he should have refused to answer any more, 

I cannot admit that such a refusal ought to have raised any doubt as to the nationality of the vessel, nor 
did it afford such a case of suspicion as ‘your orders contemplated. 

You have, therefore, in my opinion acted in direct opposition to your orders, and in so doing have incurred 
my most marked disapprobation, and it will be my duty to report to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
this my opinion, and also that I consider an apology due to the French Government for this unauthorized act. 

[ must also observe that you appear to have nevlected that part of the Slave Trade Instructions, contained 
in section 18, page 8, which enjoins you to cause a full report by the boarding officer to be inserted in the log, 
and to be forwerded to your senior officer, and to the Admiralty. 

[ trust that for the fiture you will be more curctul to comply with your instructions. 

Tam, &c. 


(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclesure 5 in No, 285. 
Rear-Admirval Sir F. Grey to the Governor of Réunion. 


Sir, © Boscawen,” at Mozambique, October 16, 1858. 

IN answer to your Excellency’s letter of the 24th September. I have the honour to inform you that on 
my arrival at this port I found Her Majesty’s sloop “ Persian” ac anchor, and [ immediately called upon 
Commander Chads for an explanation of his conduct in boarding the French ship “ Alfred,” at Johanna, in 
June last. 

That explanation was not satisfactory, and [ have informed him that there does not appear to have been 
any sufficient grounds for suspecting that the “ Alfred” was not a French ship, and that by boarding her he 
has incurred my most marked disapprobation. 

In answer to the complaint made by Commandant Mocquet, Commander Chads denies most positively 
having treated him with discourtesy. 

He states that on the arrival of the “Génie,” he was confined to his cabin by illness, that he sent a 
lieutenant on board the “ Génie” to explain to M. Mocquet the cause of his not calling in person, and that 
us soon as he was well enough he called himself. 

I regret therefore that M. Mocquet should have misunderstood the cause of his visit not being returned. 

I have not yet had the good fortune to meet the “Lyra,” and I am unuble therefore to offer you any 
answer to the complaints against her ; but I trust your Excellency will perceive inthe course I have pursued 
towards the commander of the “ Persian” the complete fulfilment of the promise I made to you, of causing the 
instructions I have received from my Government to be rigidly adhered to, and a proof that I will not permit 
bond fide Frengh vessels to be in any way interfered with by Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

Tn’ answer to the last part of your letter, on the subject of the supply of labourers to Bourbon, I have 
already verbally informed your Excellency that if these labourers are to be obtained from Africa, I should 
consider it much preferable that they should be embarked directly from the coast. 

The information that I have received, both at Johanna and at this place, would seem to prove that the 
manner ig which the slaves are now exported from Africa to the Comoro Islands in dhows, exceeds in 
inhumanity all the descriptions which in the time of the more active Slave Trade excited the horror of all 
civilized nations. ; 

Your Excellency is aware that I have expressed to my Government the opinion which I have now 
repeated, and I should rejoice if by the concert of France, England, and Portugal, some arrangement could be 
arrived at which wou!d put an end to the present distressing state of affairs. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
No. 286. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiraltu. 
uno. 101.) 
ir, Boscawen, off Angoxa, October 24, 1858. 


_ REFERRING to my letter of the 16th instant, on the subject of com- 
plaints made by the Governor of Réunion of the boarding -of certain French 
vessels by Her Majesty’s ships “ Persian” and “ Lyra,” [ have now the honour ta 
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transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy 
of Commander Oldfield’s report of the circumstances under which the “ Marie et 
Céline” and “?Eléonore” were visited by boats from the “Lyra,” and of a letter 
which I have addressed to his Excellency the Baron Darrican on the subject. 
[ have, &c. g 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 286. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir P. Grey. 


Sir, “Lyra.” Mozambique, October 1, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report the circumstances under which the French ships “ Marie et Céline” and 
“VEléonore” were boarded by Her Majesty’s ship under my command, together with those of Captain Yoes" 
visit on the afternoon of the day the latter vessel was reported to have been boarded. 

The “ Marie et Céline” was chased by Her Majesty’s ship under my command, between 9°40 and 
11°30 on the night of May 10, and when up with her hailed, and name and nation asked for. No intelligible 
answer beiny obtained, although we were at the time not distant 150 yards, I closed on his port-beam, but 
failing still in eliciting any clear or definite answer either in French or English (both languages heing heard on 
board), T desired him to heave to, in French, that being the language in which I was twice asked, “ What do you 
want?” and as Tconsidered that it was as easy for the one to hearas the other, fired two blank guns at an interval 
of three minutes, on which she hoye-to. Tat once senta Lieutenant on board, who, after a space of about twenty 
minutes, returned and reported that the chase was the * Marie et Céline,” with French papers, bound from 
St. Helena to Zanzibar. He asked the captain the cause of his not having explained those tacts when hailed, as 
by so doing it would have prevented his detention by boarding ; to which he answered, “ Ldid.” On ayain being 
asked why he did not avail himself of the services of the Englishmen he had on board, or rather the services of 
those that spoke English, as, from our continuous hailing, he must have seen that we did not understand him, he 
said, “ I have no one board who can speak English.” Knowing this to be a false statement, from my own oral 
observation, and not feeling altogether satisfied, T boarded him again on the following morning, when, being 
perfectly satistied with his papers, the boarding-officer offered, before quitting, to state the circumstances under 
which he had boarded him a second time in the log. The offer was accepted, and the eutry made. This second 
visit caused no delay, as the boat was towed a-head and then dropped alongside. 

The fact. of having men on board who, if not Englishmen, spoke English fluently, he explained by 
stating that only having joined his vessel at St. Helena, he was not aware of the capabilities of his crew. 
The Inclosures Nos. 2 and 3 explain fully the circumstances under which the “ Elévnore "was boarded ; and 1 
can assure vou that had Mr. Shavklock not been an officer of great equauimity of temper, he would not have 
been answered as courteously as he was ; his manner, from the evidence of Mr. Spree, surgeon, being quite the 
reverse. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDEFIELD 





Inclosure 2 in No, 286. 
Myr. Me Conachy to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “Lyra,” off Angoxa River, August 8, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to state that, in pursuance of verbal orders received from you, I proceeded this day, 
on our arrival off the river, to communicate with a French merchant-ship lying at anchor about a mile from us. 

Before leaving the ship on my errand, I was particularly warned by you to use the utmost civility towards 
the French Captain, and not wear my side-arms ; neither was | to ask any other questions than those contained 
in your message, viz.: To give your compliments to the Captain of the French ship, and to inquire of him 
respecting the state of the bar ; if he thought it was passable to-day for one of our boats. 

When I got alongside the French ship, and was going up the side, I was ordered to keep down by the mate, 
who told me that the captain was on shore, and that I could not come on board. I, however, stood on the 
gangway, and told him my message from you, and he told me that the bar was passable. 

On my way back to tke ship I observed that a boat from a French man-of-war gun-boat (that was lying 
inside the French ship), boarded her soon after my departure. 

T have. Sc. 
(Signed) C. Mc CONACHY, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 286. 
Mr. Shacklock to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “Lyra,” Mozambique, October 18, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, shortly after you had gone up the River Angoxa, on the afternoon of 
Sunday the 8th of August, the French screw-steamer of war “La Bourdonnais,” — from her anchorage, 
and soon afterwards anchored on our port bow, when her captain came on board and asked for you, and when I 
told him you were gone up the river, he asked for the First Lieutenant. I told him I was the commanding 
officer. 
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My knowledge of French here ceased, and, finding that, he commenced to say, in English, that he was very 
sorry that the midshipman should have been sent on board the French merchant-ship when a man-of-war of 
that nation was at the anchorage. I told him that the officer had been sent solely to inquire if the bar was 
paseable. - He shook his head, and appeared to doubt it ; he said, “The time for vis'ting Kyench vessels was 
gone, he hoped, for ever.” I expressed my surprise that an Evglish man-of-war could not send on board a 
French merchant-ship to ask a simple question without being questioned about it. He repeated his remark 
“that he was very sorry that it should have occurred, and the time for visiting French ships was gone, he 
hoped, for ever.” I again answered him that the only reason for the officer being sent, was for the purpose 
which I had told him. He still appeared to doubt it, but said he had not come to complain, but only that he 
was “ very sorry” that such an occurrence should have taken place; and desiring that I would communicate the 
same to you. he took his leave, and soon after “ La Bourdonnuais” proceeded to sea. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) E. M. SHACKLOCK, Waster. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 286. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Governor of Réunion. 


Sir, “ Boscawen.” at Mozambique. October 19, 1858. 

SINCE writing to your Exce'lency my letter of the 16th instant I have been joined by the “ Lyra,” and 
I have called upon Commander Oldfield for an explanation of the circumstances connected with his boarding 
the “ Maria et Céline” and “l’Eléonore.” 

In the first case, that of the “ Maria et Céline,” there appears to have been some misunderstanding. 

Commander Oldfield states distinctly that it was solely from having in vain endeavoured at night to 
obtain an intelligible answer by hailing, though he heard men speaking both French and English, that he made 
her heave-to, and sent a boat on beard, 

The cause of his boarding hcr the second time was, that grave suspicions were excited in his mind as to her 
real nationality, by the captain’s denial of having any person on board who spoke English, when some of the 
men had been heard to speak it. 

This circumstance appears certainly rather slight.to found a demand for papers upon, aid I have directed 
Commander Oldfield to use more caution in future; at the same time it will be evident to your Excellency that 
he had no intention of interfering with a French vessel. 

Tn the second case, that of the ‘ Eléonore,” I regret that the Commander of the steamer “ Labourdonnais ” 
should have, on the suthority, I presume. of the mate of the * Eléonore,” forwarded to you a statement entirely 
without foundation. and this, too, after he had been assured by the commanding officer of the * Lyra” of the 
true circumstances of the case. 

I inelose copies of the report made by the officer who went on board the “ Eléonore,” dated the very 
day of the transaction, and of the statement made by the officer who received the Commander of the 
“ Labourdonnais.” 

I think you will agree with me, M. le Gouverneur, that it is not des‘rable nor right that the statement of a 
commissioned officer of Her Majesty’s navy should be thus rejected, and the preference given to the statement 
of the mate of a merchant-ship. 

Tf M. Yoes did not understand the explanation afforded to him so unhesitatingly, it would have been easy 
for hin to have obtained one in writing, to have forwarded to vou with the complaint. 

I understand, from the letter of M. Mocquet, Commander of the “Génie,” that orders have been given to 
captains of French merchant-vessels not to allow their vessels to be visited on uny pretence. 

As Great Britain has never claimed the right of visiting Lond fide French vessels, I fear the conduct of 
many of the captains who make these orders an excuse for refusing to permit the ordinary intercourse that has 
always been usual between vessels of friendly and allied Powers, will be little calculated to promote those good 
feelings ‘which it is so much the desire of our Government to cultivate. 

Before leaving this subject, I would also request to be informed under what regulations dhows, apparently 
manned solely by Arabs or natives, are allowed to assume the French flag. 

The “ Lyra,” on the 2nd of October, fell in with a dhow, and on the 6th, with a second one, with a French 
flag and papers, and the other with a French pass. Commander Oldfield, having ascertained the fact, did not 
in any way molest or detain them ; but, that no difficulty may arise, I shall be much obliged to your Excellency 
for any information you may favour me with on this point. 

In conclusion, | have only to repeat my earnest desire to contribute, as far 2s lies in my power, to the 
maintenance of those friendly relations which any disputes on these delicate questions are so much calculated to 
impair. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 287. 


Rear-Admral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 96.) 
Sir, * Boscawen,” Mozambique, October 19, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that during my stay at Johanna, the King 
begged me to forward to Her Majesty’s Government a request for a supply of arms, 
ammunition, and accoutrements. : 

I believe that a very large proportion of the arms in the Island were originally 
supplied either by the English or Indian Government, and that very few indeed of 
these are now serviceable. 

On the oecasion of Commodore Trotter’s visit to the Island last year, he. 
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supported an application made by the Consul for a further supply, and in conse- 
quence, 100 percussion muskets were sent from the Mauritius, but without caps or 
accoutrements. 

‘they were forwarded by a merchant-vessel, and the King stated that some of 
the muskets were injured, 

He adduced this instance of the manner in which this present had been made, 
as a proof that England no longer took the same interes! in Johanna as formerly. 

His request, which | have now the honour to forward for their Lordships’ 
favourable consideration is, that he may be supplied with the articles named in the 
margin.* 

it would seem most desirable that the King should have the means of defend- 
ing himscif against any attempt which might be made against him from any of the 
neighbouring islands, where there are people ready to take advantage of his 
weakness ; and that tie influence which England now possesses in Johanna should 
not be weakened, at a time when the French dealings with these islands are so 
extensive. 

I pointed out to the King, that if Her Majesty’s Government should be disposed 
to entertain his request, he must clearly understand that he must not employ the 
arms which might Le furnished to him in any act of aggression against his neigh- 
bours, and T received from him the fullest assurance that they should not be so 
employed. 

Wf their Lordships should, as 1 hope, be disposed to receive this application 
favourably, it would be desivable that the present should be sent in a ship of war. 


I have, &e. 


(Signed) FRED. WAL GREY. 
ee Te eee 
No. 288. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 97.) 
Sir, * Boscawen,” at Mozambique, October 19, 1858. 


IN continuation of my fetter of the 10th September last, | have the honour 
to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that T left Bourbon on the 
morning of the 25th of September, arrived at Yamatane on the forenoon of the 
27th, and entered the harbour, anchoring off the fort in 10 fathoms water. 

2. We found here one vessel belonging to Mauritius, and two to Bourbon, 
taking in cattle and stock. 

3. Soon after we anchored, a deputation of officers came on board from the 

Governor to ask the object. of our visit. 
_ 4. T informed them that it was friendly, and having ascertained that the 
Governor understood English, I wrote to him to the same effect; also asking what 
number of guns would be returned to my salute, and offering .o call upon him at 
any time he might appoint. 

5. I was informed, in reply, that the custom of their country did not allow them 
to give more than three guns; I therefore saluted with that number, which was 
immediately returned from the fort. 

6. The Governor declined my offer of a visit, but said that the Second Governor 
would receive me at the reception-house, I had been first told that the Governor 
was unwell; but in his letter he grounded his refusal to receive me on the plea of 
his being occupied with the Queen’s affairs. 

7. I caused him to be informed that, as he could not receive me, I must decline 
visiting an officer of inferior rank, and that | would send my Flag-Captain to call 
upon the Second Governor. 

8. Captain Powell went accordingly in the afternoon, and on landing found that 
the officers who had gone on shore some time before had been detained in the 
Custom-house on the ground that there were too many of them. 

9. On reaching the reception-house, he was well received, and the Second 
Governor expressed his satisfaction at our having come on a friendly visit. 

10. Captain Powell told him that it was of little use talking of friendship if 
their acts Sawal so little of it, and that until restrictions which had been placed 
on the officers were removed, he could not enter into cunversation with him. 


* 200 flint muskets, with bayonets and cartouch-boxes, a proportion of ammunition, and coats for 
106 soldiers. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 359 


10a. This had the desired effect of causing the restriction to be taken off. 

11. I had, through Captain Powell, informed the Second Governor that I 
.ntended to sail nex! day, as soon as | had got on board the bullocks and stores we 
required. The Second Governor then told him that the Governor was anxious to 
invite me to a dinner the following day. 

12. I had now learnt from the Creole residents that our arrival had created 
che greatest alarm, a ship of the size of the “ Boscawen ” never having been seen 
there before, and that many of the people had removed all their property from the 
village. 

13. 1 therefore thought it advisable to remain to prove our friendly disposition, 
and | agreed te stay for the dinner. 

14. Next day the business of the town, which had been entirely interrupted, 
was resumed, and stock and bullocks were obtained freely. 

The Governor also sent off a present of three bullocks and a considerable 
quantity of poultry. 

15. The invitation to the dinner came off in the evening, but it was not till next 
morning that I was able to get it interpreted. 

1 may mention here that the Governor’s letters were all written in Malagasy, in 
a bold English character. 

And | there found that the Governor again excused himself from mecting me 
on the same plea of business, and that the invitation was to dine with the Second 
Governor; at the same time he refused to give me the permission to ride into the 
country, which the resident Europeans enjoyed. 

16. I therefore wrote to him declining the dinner, and complaining of the restric- 
tions placed upon us. 

17. Hie answered immediately, repeating the invitation, saying the Second 
Governor was the same as himself, but taking no notice of the other parts of my 
letter. 

18. | found, on inquiry, that his conduct was probably to be attributed to 
the strict orders of the Queen, which forbid his leaving the fort during the 

resence of a foreign man-ol-war, and that the restrictions were to be attributed to 
fis fears of the manner in which any intercourse with us might be received by the 
Queen. 

19. As, however, the conduct of the Governor showed great jealousy, and, 
at the same time, evinced 2 disposition to place us on a lower footing than I 
considered right, | adhered to my determination of not attending the dinner myself, 
and sent Captain Powell as my representative, with ten officers. 

20. They were very well received, with every attention; all the officers of the 
place. except the Governor, being there. 

21. Talso thought it right that some present should be made in return for the 
stock sent on board, and I directed the articles named in the margin to be sent 
to the Governor, and | trust that their Lordships will approve of my having 
done so. 

22. During my stay, I endeavoured to obtain as much information as | could 
of the present state of affairs in Madagascar, but as my only informants were the 
resident Creoles, I could not learn much. 

23. There scems, however, no reason to doubt the jealousy of foreigners, for 
which the Queen’s Government has long been distinguished, has been much 
increased by the late expedition of M. Lambert and Madame Pfeiffer to Tananarivo. 
The Hovahs assert, and many of the Europeans believe, that M. Lambert was 
implicated in a plot for dethroning the Queen and placing her son on the throne; 
hence the ireatment he and his companion received, and the subsequent restrictions 
on the admission of any Europeans into the interior, as well as the increased impe- 
diments to commerce. 

24. The Queen is now old and infirm, and though by the abandonment for 
some years of her previous habit of drinking, her health is improved, it is not 
supposed that she can live long. , 

25. On her decease, it is expected that there will be a struggle for power 
between the party favourable to the present system of exclusion of foreigners, 
headed by a nephew of the Queen, and the more liberal party led by her son, who,. 
although not the son of Radama, is.styled the Prince Royal. 

26. The first party is said to comprise a large number of the more powerful 
Hovahs: while the Prince Royal, by his opposition to the tyrannical acts of the: 
Queen’s Government, is more liked by the people. 
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27. No one scems able to form an opinion as to the result. 

28. The disposition of the army, composed of men forced to serve without 
emolument, is very uncertain, though much will depend on the course they pursue. 

29. The Prince Royal is said to be a Christian, while the Queen’s nephew is 
represented as imbued with all the prejudices and superstitions of the most unen- 
lightened people of Madagascar. 

30. There seems some ground for believing that the authority of the Lovahs 
over the other tribes is not now nearly so great as it was under King Radama, 
and that the conflicts between them on the South-eastern Coast have been little to 
the advantage of the Hovahs. 

31. During our visit, no one was allowed to approach the fort, and as the front 
next the harbour is screened by trees, which only allow the top of the embank- 
ment protecting the ditch to be seen, no opinion of its state could be formed, It is 
said to be in bad repair. 

The same singular construction, described in Captain Kelley’s report of his 
attack upon it, is persevered in, 

32. The conclusion to which I have come is, that in the present state of Mada- 
gascar, in politics nothing would be gained by any attempt to draw closer our 
relations with the Government during the Queen’s life; and though the occasional 
appearance ef a man-of-war in the harbour frequented by our traders may be 
beneficial, it will be prudent to avoid every act which could increase the jealousy 
of foreigners, already so powerful in the breasts of the Hovahs. 

83. At TI oy... of the 380th of September. we weighed and ran out to the north- 
ward of the second ree!s, leaving the shoal which lies between it and Prince Island 
on our port hand; we carried deep water through, and were soon outside all the 
dangers. 

34. With a strong northerly current and favourable winds, we rounded Cape 
Amber during the night of the 2nd of October, and, passing next day within sight of 
the Glorioso Islands, anchored in Johanna readstead at noon of the 4th instant. 

35. On our arrival, [ learnt that a Portuguese schooner, detained by the 
“Lyra” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, was in the small 
harbour of Pomony, on the other side of the island, and in the night Mr. Croke, the 
mate in charge ‘now promoted), came on board. 

36. | learnt from him that the “Lyra” had captured several dhows in the 
neighbourhood of Angoxa, and that, in consequence of the murder of a boat’s crew 
of three men by the Arabs, Commander Oldfield had burnt their dhows. 

37. The Lyra was daily expected at Pomony, and the “ Persian” had _ sailed 
for Mozambique eleven days before our arrival. 

38. As soon as Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Sunley, arrived from Pomony, I called 
on King Abdallah, who returned my visit next day. 

39. I have already reported to their Lordships that French vessels from Bourbon 
are now forbidden to resort to the coast of Africa for labourers, and that the Comoro 
Islands and St. Augustine’s Bay are the points from which they may legally import 
them. 

40. The result of this has been to transfer the trade in slaves to these islands, 
to which they are transported in dhows ill-provided for their conveyance, and they 
are exposed to much suffering during the passage. 4 

41. By a letter from Mr. Sunley, dated the 5th of July last, of which I first 
receined a duplicate copy at Johanna, it appears that the temptation to enrich 
themselves by selling slaves to the French had proved too strong for the people of 
that island, and they had imported slaves from the Continent. 

42. The appearance of the “Lyra” and “ Persian” on the station, and the 
capture of some of the dhows engaged in this trade, has for the present put a stop 
to it; though, if a favourable opportunity for renewing it occurs, I have no doubt 
many of the islanders would be found ready to embrace it. 

43. French vessels, | understand, are now prohibited from resorting to Johanna 
in consequence of the refusal of the Sultan to receive any agents. The circum- 
stances connected with this affair are detailed in the accompanying letter from 
Mr. Sunley. 

44. | took the opportunity of a second visit made to me -by the King on the 
10th to impress upon him the great dangers he would incur if he gave his sanction, 
in any way, to the importation or sale of slaves in his island; that he knew that the 
conduct of the Johannese in this matter had already led to the detention by the 
‘Lyra ” of two of their dhows ; and he promised me that, as far as he was sible, he 
would prevent any Traffic in Slaves. 
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45. The King’s chief object on his second visit was to obtain a supply of arms, 
ammunition, and accoutrements, and I have stated in a separate letter the nature of 
the application. 

46. The King appears to be intelligent and well disposed, and the people are 
contented. 

47. Cultivation, though of a very rude kind, is carried to a considerable extent, 
and there is no doubt that the island is capable of producing large supplies of fruit, 
vegetables, and cattle, and with more skill a considerable quantity of sugar. 

48. Mr. Sunley’s sugar-plantation is in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Pomony, a small harbour Foside the reefs, on the south side of the island, which 
affords a safe anchorage for small vessels. 

It is also well adapted for small steamers, and would make an excellent coaling- 
station for vessels of the “ Lyra” and ‘* Lynx ” class. 

49. As long as the necessity for employing vessels of this class in the Mozam- 
bique exists, it would be most desirable to have a depot here. 

Mr. Sunley informs me that a shed to contain 500 tons could be put up certainly 
for 150 dollars, probably for less. 

50. The cost of coal at Mozambique is now 61. per ton, and there seems little 
reason to doubt that it might be put on board steamers at Pomony for less than 
half that sum if a vessel were freighted direct to Johanna with instructions to 
deliver her cargo to Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s Consul at Pomony. 

I venture to suggest this to their Lordships as a means of much increasing the 
utility of the small squadron now appropriated to the Mozambique. 

51. Mr. Sunley expects to make about 300 tons of sugar this year, and should 
his expectations of being able to extend his operations be realized, a trade with the 
Mauritius would probably spring up. 

59. After the usual visits of ceremony, | this morning called on him and had a 
long conversation with him on the different points of mutual interest. 

60. The most important subject is that of the French proceedings ; he confirmed 
the impressions which I had already received from others of the sad consequences 
resulting from them. 

61. The prohibition to export slaves cannot be enforzed, and there is no doubt 
that it is extensively carried on from the points where no authorities are present to 
prevent it. 

62. The slaves are carried across in dhows ill-provided for their conveyance to 
the Comoro Islands, and to St. Augustine and Boyanna Bays, and, notwithstanding 
the prohibition of the French authorities, there is no doubt that French vessels also 
resort to the coast themselves. 

64. The “Lyra,” during the last two months, has captured five dhows, in addi- 
tion to those destroyed at Angoxa ; still there is little hope of putting any effectual 
check on this Traffic. 

64. The Governor-General agrees with me in thinking that a regulated exporta- 
tion of negroes from fixed points of the coast would be attended with much less evil 
than the present system. 

65. I understood from him that the French have endeavoured to gain his 
consent to the engagement of labourers, asserting that the question was under 
discussion in Europe, and that the restriction was about to be taken off. His 
answer was that his instructions were positive and most strict, and he could not 
depart from them. 

By the report on the “ Lyra’s”” proceedings, their Lordships will perceive that 
Commander Oldfield has detained two schooners and one dhow under Portuguese 
colours; against the detention of two the Governor-General has protested. 

I informed him that the question of the legality of the seizure must be decided 
at the Cape of Good Hope; but as the schooner has a valuable cargo of ivory, and 
other goods, I have suggested to him and to Commander Oldfield, that as she is 
unfit for the voyage to the Cape, she should be given up to the Governor-General 
under a guarantee that the vessel, with her cargo, or its value, shall be given up to 
the captors, in the event of her condemnation. [ had also a long conversation on 
the subject of Mr. McLeod’s proceedings, which will form part of a separate letter. 

| cannot express in too strong language my sense of the frank, courteous, and 
sensible manner in which the Governor-General has conversed with me on all these 
points, and I leave Mozambiqne strongly impressed in his favour. 

The position in which the Portuguese authorities are placed on this coast is a 
most disagreeable and difficult one. 

Crass A. 3A 
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Confined to one of the most unhealthy districts known in the world ; surrounded 
by a population which, if not openly hostile, is certainly not friendly ; with a countr 
producing but little, inhabited by slaves, and debased ‘by all the vices whic 
slavery and the Slave Trade produce; with a revenue insufficient to defray the 
expenses of the very small establishment they are able to keep up;—it is scarcely 
to be wondered at, that they have too often been found ready to compensate them- 
selves by receiving bribes for conniving at the Slave Trade. 

The Governor-General candidly acknowledges that on the question of the Slave 
Trade the whole population were against the policy of the Government. 

I assured him, that as far as | could, I should be most happy to co-operate 
with him in the most cordial manner; and we parted on the best possible terms. 

I am about to proceed with the squadron to Angoxa, at daylight to-morrow 
morning. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. Wot. GREY. 





—_——-—- 


Inclosure ] in No. 288. 
Consul Sunley to Rearv-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, Fohanna, July 5, 1858. 

I HAVE the hononr to inform you that, in consequence of the repeated visits of French vessels to Juhanua, 
engaged in procuring labourers for Réunion, the natives of this island have imported negroes from the coust for 
the purpose of selling them to the masters of French vessels ; that the Slave Trade carried on by native vessels 
is recommencing, and will, if not checked, become considerable. Since my communication of the 3rd of 
August last, nine French vessels have come to Johanna for labourers for Réunion, and have taken away between 
500 and 600 negroes, many of whom I bulieve were brought from the coast, as the number of slaves in the 
island is too small to permit of so many being exported. 

The Sultan, to whom I have spoken very strongly about permitting slaves to be taken from his island, has 
promised me that no more shall be allowed to go, and it is true that the three last French vessels that came 
here did not obtain any negroes ; byt as the inducement is so very great to sell their slaves to the French 
vessels, the profit of thirty dollars being realised upon every slave sold (a very large sum for these people), T 
do not expect they will long resist the temptation of making moncy unless some means are employed to 
intereept the dhows which they send to the coast for slaves. 

The French Government schooner “ Estafette ” arrived here from Bourbon, and the Commander, M. Leger, 
endeavoured to make an arrangement with the Sultan for an annual supply of labourers, and promised him 
presents of powder and muskets if he would comply with his request, which the Sultan refused to do. 

I am informed that this vessel is gone to Comoro, Mohilla, and Zanzibar, for the purpose of making a 
similar proposal to the authorities of these islands. 

The hope of gain, together with the representations of the French, will, I feel assured, outweigh the 
influence, although not small, which I have over the Sultan and the people of this island, and as they now have 
money, and ‘six or seven more dhows than they had a few months back, I expect that they will bring large 
numbers of slaves from the coast. 

I therefore venture to suggest that your Excellency would cause a cruizer to be stationed among these 
Islands, and instruct her Commander to co-operate with me in putting a stop to this Traffic, 

I am unable to furnish any information as to the Slave Trade carried on at Mohilla or Comoro, as latterly 
there has. been: little communication with those islands. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. SUNLEY. 





Inclusure 2 in No. 288. 
Consul Sunley to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, Johanna, Octuber 9, 1858. 
ON the 5th of July last I addressed. you upon the subject of the Slave Trade at this island, and informed 
you of the endeavours of the French to obtain an annual supply of labourers. I have now the honour to report 
that, on the 8th of July, the steamer “ La Bourdonnais” arrived here, and that an officer of the French navy 
landed from her, and waited upon the Sultan, and asked his permission te form an establishment in 
Johanna for the reception of negro labourers for the Colony of Réunion. The Sultan refused this request, and 
“La Bourdonnais” left on the 18'th of July. On the 26th of July the “La Bourdonnais ” again returned, 
in company of the French brig of war “ Le Génie.” The object of this vessel’s visit seems to have been to ask 
the Sultan why he permitted a French vessel, the “ Alfred,” to be visited by the officers of Her Majesty's aloop 
“ Persian,” when at anchor in his dominions. Nothing appears to have followed from this visit, but causing 
great apprehension on the part of the Sultan that his refusal to permit the French to form an-emigration depét 
at Johanna would get him into trouble. 
The King informed me that the officer who came in the “ La Bourdonnais” asked lim for a piece of land 
to erect a building on, and permission to hoist the French flag ; and that he was offered the sum of 2,000: 
dollars, and 5 dollars per head for every labourer sent from Johanna to Réunion, to give his consent to this. 
request. 
Two other persons, Seedy Drayman and Mahomet Abdallah, assure me that they were offered 1,000 dollars: 
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each if they would persuade the King to receive a French Agent here. I cannot state that this is true, but I 
was informed of it while “ La Bourdonnais” was here, and I have been positively assured that it is quite true. 
T have thought it should be reported to you. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. SUNLEY. 
No. 289. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 103.) 3 
Sir, “* Boscawen,” off Angoxa, October 24, 1858. 


THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will already have received the 
report addressed by Commander Oldfield, on the 17th of September last, to their 
Secretary, detailing his proceedings at Angoxa, and I have now the honour to 
forward a copy of that report, with an account of the steps | have taken in 
consequence. 

¥. Before doing so, { will state what occurred during Commander Oldfield’s 
first visit to Angoxa, on the 8th of August. 

3. On his arrival, he found the French screw-steamer ‘“ Labourdonnais,” with 
an emigrant-ship, off the bar. 

The object of the visit of these vessels appears to have been to obtain permis- 
sion to embark ‘‘ émigrés,” or “ engagés,” as they are called on this coast. 

4. On Commander Oldfield’s landing, he found that the Sultan was absent in 
the country; but from his Minister he received an assurance that although the 
French had offered him the same terms as those offered to the King of Johanna, the 
Sultan would not consent to grant the permission they asked, 

5. Commander Oldfield could not ascertain that any slaves were actually 
exported from Angoxa, but that they were from the St. Antonio river, twenty 
miles to the northward, and from Quizungo, eighty miles south ; although I believe 
that both these places are nominally in the Angoxa territory, it is not probable 
that the Sultan has much authority there. 

6. With the exception of the capture of a Portuguese schooner by the ‘“ Lyra’s” 
gig, nothing further occurred till the return of the “ Lyra,’ on the 21st of August. 

7. The Report of Commander Oldfield, with its inclosures, details the subse- 
quent proceedings up to the time of his leaving the port. 

8. On the 17th October the “ Lyra” joined me, and I received from Commander 
Oldfield a copy of this Report. 

9. My answer to it (Inclosure No. 8) will show their Lordships the view I have 
taken of his conduct. 

10. On the 20th instant I weighed, at daylight, with the ‘ Persian,” ‘ Lyra,” 
and “ Lynx,” and, being favoured by a fine northerly wind, anchored, at dusk, off 
the bar of the River Angoxa. It blew strong during the night, but, having mode- 
rated, on the morning of the 2Ist } gave the orders (Inclosure No. 9) to Captain 
Powell, with the letter (Inclosure No. 10) addressed to the Sultan. 

11.’ The boats crossed the bar at 9 «.M., low water, without difficulty. 

i2. The accompanying Report (Inclosure No. 11) from Captain Powell details 
his proceedings. 

_ / 13. The boats returned at 8 a.m. of the 23rd, towed by the “ Lynx,” which I 
had stationed close to the bar. 

14. At the same time that I received from Captain Powell his satisfactory 
Report, I learnt, to my regret, that Mr. Cooke, second master of the “Lynx,” 
having been compelled by the strength of the wind and tide to seek shelter in the 
river, had destroyed a native boat. His Report to his commanding officer 
(Inclosure No. 12) states the circumstances. 

15. On receiving this report, and failing to obtain from Mr. Cooke any further 
proof that the boat was engaged in the Slave Trade, I immediately ordered 
Captain Powell to return to the town, giving him the instructions, Inclosure 
No. 13. 

16. Captain Powell’s Report also details his proceedings on this second 
visit. 

17. Their Lordships will observe that there can be little doubt that the boat 
destroyed was an ordinary trader, but Captain Powell was unable to find out her 
owner, and no reparation could, in consequence, be made. 

18. Believing that Mr. Cooke was actuated by mistaken zeal, I have issued 

3A 2 
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the accompanying General Memorandum, and ordered him to be released from 
arrest. 

19. 1t seems doubtful whether any further notice will be taken of this transac- 
tion. 

20. Having thus placed matters here on the best footing that circumstances 
admit of, | weighed at daylight this morning, and, with the wind from the south- 
west, stood off the land in company with the “ Persian ” and “ Lynx ;” the “Lyra” 
having sailed in the night for Johanna and Mozambique, whence she is to follow 
me to the Cape. The “ Persian ” is, as already reported, to proceed to Mauritius ; 
the “Lynx” will go to Quillimane, and, on parting company with them, it is my 
intention to make the best of my way, in the “ Boscawen,” to Simon’s Bay. 

21. I have much-satisfaction in recording my sense of the judgment shown by 
Captain Powell in his negotiations with the Governor of Angoxa, and I beg to call 
their Lordships’ attention to the favourable report Captain Powell makes of 
Commander Oldfield’s conduct. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 








Inclosure 1 in No, 289. 
Commander Oldfield to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Lyra.” Mozambique, September 17, 1858. 

TO meet any representation that may be made by the Portuguese authorities to the Lords Comm’ssioners 
of the Admiralty respecting the measures I pursued against the Arab shipping at Angoxa, I avail myself of 
this fortunate opportunity, by a country vessel bound to Bombay, of communicating direct with my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty: my communication with Sir Frederick Grey, my Commander-in-chicf, being 
so precarious. Duplicate hereof I shall send to him by the first opportunity, The report of Lieutenant 
Stephens will give my Lords a full account of his proceedings from the time he left the ship, on the 22nd of 
August to his return on the morning of the 25th. ‘ 

3. Those of Mr. McConachy (master assistant) will explain to my Lords the circumstances which led to 
the murder of the three sermen herein-named, viz., Francis Gayner, A.B., Alfred Downer, A.B, and 
David Lewis, Ord., 2nd Class, of Her Majesty's ship under my command. The steps I took for the appre- 
hension of the murderers, aud re-capture of the piratical slave dhow “ Hutte Heira,” are detailed herein, 

4, On the morning of the 26th u'timo, I proceeded with the boats (in company of Lieutenant Stephens): 
up the river for the purpose of obtaining an audience with the King, forwarding to his Highness, some four 
hours previously, the Inclosure No. 6. 

5. At 4 pa, I was received by the King, meeting on landing with a very warm reception from his officers 
and people in general. 

On explaining fully to him how gratifying it would be to my Government to hear of his firm and noble 
defence of Lieutenant Stephens and his party, he begged that I would in no way refer to any of the demands 
mentioned in my letter of the 25th ultimo ; that, at a later period of the evening, he would send for me, 
having only the Governor and the interpreter present. 

I attended his summons in the evening, and had a very stormy “cabaw” of about two hours, meeting with a 
very different acknowledgment to my demands than I had anticipated ; as instead of finding the Sultan ready 
and willing (as he told Lieutenant Stephens) to co-operate with me in the apprehension of the murderers, and 
obtaining satisfaction for the outrage committed on the British flag in his waters, or of his desire to avail. 
himself of an opportunity of ridding himself of the Arab community who committed the murders, he begged 
hard for me to forgive the murderers, as he had listened to the request of the Arabs to forgive them, and had 
passed his word. Such power I explained to him I did not hold in my hands, and therefore could not accede 
to his request. 

Ax he scemed in no way inclined to accede to tay demands, E informed him that if, at the expiration of 
twenty-four hours he did not grant them, or offer me his assistance in enforcing them, I should act as | considered 
most advisable, with as little inconvenience to the Angoxians or peacef'1l residents in his town as possible. 

6. On the following day, at noon, I attended the Sultan’s summons, when he informed me that the insult of 
my using force in his harbour, and within a very few yards of his residence, would be very great ; that his late 
conduct and support given to one of my officers merited a different return, J agreed with him fully, and said 
that I gratefully appreciated his conduct and that of his ie but as he would not act, or assist me in any way, 
I had no alternative ; but, as I did not wish to annoy the Angoxians or other peaceable residents in his town, 
I would punish the Arabs by the destruction of their shipping, the town being the property of the Angoxians, 
(and from them rented), as soon as. the tide answered, after the twenty-four hours above referred to, 
admitted of. 

7. On such my intention being fully explained to him, he begged me to delay operations until the next spring 
tide (viz., twelve days). His plan, he then told me, would be to furnish all the shipping then leaving with such 

as I might, with ease, detect the Arab slave-dhows from those of honest traders (the lateness of the 
monsoon rendering it imperative that all shipping should then leave) ; besides which he offered to send word b: 
boat prior to any of their departures. Such an arrangement, or any of the like description, I assured him 4 
could in no way listen to, but that, out of gratitude, I would grant him four days to move out of the inner 
into the outer anchorage all the Arab slave-dhows (tive in number), whose destruction I was determined on as a 
unishment for the foul murder of my three men. Independent of that I assured him that as slavers I was 
justified in demanding them, as by his own declaration and that of his Ministers, the five Arab dhows whose 
destruction I was determined on, were slavers. 

8. To both Lieutenant Stephens and Mr. W, Joseph, af the Consulate of Johanna did the Sultan make a 

like statement. 
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9. The Sultan having promised that at the end of four days he would have moved the Arab shipping, 
so that they might be burnt, or otherwise dealt with by me, without in any any way risking the destruction of 
the property of others, I returned to the ship, appearing off the town at the expiration of four days, when, 
finding that no alteration had been made in the disposition of the shipping, during my absence, according to 
promise, I boarded all the shipping in his harbour, for the purpose of ascertaining if any other dhows besides 
those of the Muscat Arabs were engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The short space of time the tide allowed of the presence of a boat of the pinnace’s draught in the inner 
harbour, prevented my doing more that day. I proceeded again on the following morning, and when about to 
commence the destruction of the Arab piratical slave-shipping, as before mentioned, received a message from 
the Sultan, saying that he was then having floated the piratical slave-dhow “‘ Katte Heira,” and would cause her 
to be delivered over to me in the outer anchorage this tide, and if I would allow him another four days the 
remaining four dhows would be placed as promised, Although not believing the latter portion of his promise, T 
wittheld, on the conditions of the first part of his promise being complied with ; but the tide not admitting of 
her being moved according to promise, I pulled up in my gig on the following morning, and in company with 
the Governor’s son and interpreter, the first as a guide and guarantee for my safety (as the dhow was in the 
middle of the Arab town and community), destroyed her by the aid of some shells, sawing also several of the 
beams asunder, when, after reconnoitering the river for some four or five miles up, to ascertain the facility of 
secretion, should such be permitted by the Sultan, who, from fear if for no other reason, is entirely guided by the 
Arabs, I returned on board. My further proceedings are detailed in the accompanying letter (Inclosure No. 7.) 

10, Temporized, I have, to a very great extent, but the present difficult position of an o'd man whose 
whole ambition is to be allowed to die in peace, has caused me to do so ; as, in the event of harsh or stringent 
measures being used towards him, he would, I fear, at this moment be tempted to throw himself into the hands 
of the French, as the inducement held out to the Sultan of permitting the embarkation of engagés from his 
waters, and under his seal and signature, has been refused very loathly ; and only fear of the consequences of 
breaking the Treaty with us has prevented the French coming to a market that would supply them largely, as, 
on the main land, and but little to the northward, as many as 600 slaves have been embarked this monsoon, 
and two or three dhows ready to start are only now waiting for a French or other vessel to relieve them of their 
load, without having to go to Boyanna Bay with them. 

11. From constant conversation with the Sultan and his officers, I find that it is with great regret that 
they are obliged to forego such tempting offers as the French make. Another of his difficulties, and one that 
besets him most immediateiy, is the hold the Arabs have over him ; the said Arabs being more or less engaged 
in the Slave Trade, and from the number that there are at times in his territory, he is afraid to raise their anger 
against either himself or his people, as by so doing, on our departure or on the north-east monsoon bringing the 
Zanzibar and other Arab traders down, revenge would be wrought upon them ; besides which, he is naturally 
loath to have driven away from his territory the community who bring there the greater part of trade and 
money ; and although he in no way upholds the criminal actions of these Arabs, he is obliged to tolerate 
almost all their crimes and faults, Such is the state of affairs at present, and will be until European trade is 
introduced, 

12. I fear, unless pecuniary or other aid be given by the British Government, the French, who are working 
hard with their men-of-war and transports on this coast to obtain engayés, will attain their end here, 

13. The Portuguese seem careless about opening trade themselves, and are against other Europeans doing 
so; they term Anyoxa a piratical slave-depét. The Governor General of Mozambique, Joao Tavares de 
Almeida, offered no further comment on the Report I made to him verbally on my arrival here on the 11th 
instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) R. B, OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 289. 
Lieutenant Stephens to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “ Lyva,” off the Mouth of the Angora River, Angust 25, 1858. 

IT becomes my painful duty to have to report to you the circumstances which led to the murder of our 
second whaler’s crew (with the exception of one man) on the 23rd instant, at the Settlement of Angoxa. 

In obedience to instructions received from you, I proceeded in the second whaler of Her Majesty's ship 
under your command, on Sunday, the 22nd instant, up the River Angoxa (accompanied by Mr. W. Joseph, a 
gentleman connected with Mr. Sunley, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Johanna, who came for his own 
amusement), to communicate with His Royal Highness Sultan Hassan (if an audience could be obtained), to 
acquaint him that it was your intention to salute him next day with twenty-one guns ; and, if possible, [ was 
to procure bullocks and vegetables for the rns returaing the next evening, or early the next morning (the 24th), 
not allowing the beat’s crew to sleep out of the boat. 

T left the ship at 1-30 p.at., and arrived at the Settlemeut about half-past 4 the same evening. Immediately 
on landing, Mr. Joseph, inyself, and the coxswain walked up to the Governor's house, distant about a mile and 
a-half. The Governor informed me that Hix Royal Highness the Sultan was in the country for the benefit of 
his health; I therefore delivered my message to him, and inquired of him respectiug the Padlocks He replied 
that nothing could be done without the Sultan’s permission. I therefore requested him to send a messenger to 
the Sultan, acquainting him of my arrival, and the object of my visit. This brought it to about 6 p.m, and he 
said he did not expect an answer till the morning. He accordingly appropriated to us a hut to sleep in, I 
sent the coxswain down to the boat again, desiring him to send up Edward Smith, one of the crew (who was a 
cook), with our blaukets, &c., and to shove the boat off for the night, to anchor her, and spread the rain awning, 
the man remaining with us to cook our meals, &c. Everything was perfectly peaceable, and we retired to rest ; 
I having previously visited the boat, and found everything correct. 

The next morning (23rd) I again waited on the Governor, who informed me that permission was given to 

hase the bullocks. After great trouble I came to terms with the Sultan’s brother, who was to have all the 

ullocks ready to be put on board a dhow for conveyance to the “ Lyra” by 3 p.m : this was about 12,30 pm.. 
I then went down to the boat, and found the men at their dinner. It was low water, and the boat aground. 
I asked the coxswain if everything was correct, and he replied, yes. I then said, Very well; I have arranged 
about the bullocks, and shall, most likely, be off next tide. I then walked up to Mr. Joseph, and we went. 
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together to settle about a dhow with the Arabs for conveying the bullocks. This brought it to about 1:30 p.m. 
We then went to our hut to get something to eat. While we were at dinner we heard two or three guns fired, 
and presently the natives all gathered round the Governor’s house, demanding him to ask the white men what 
the firing was for, He accortlingly sent his son to me, and I assured him that it was only the ship saluting 
the Sultan ; that accounted for it. A few minutes afterwards another gun was fired. I got up and went out 
with Mr. Joseph, and then the people came running to us, telling us that the white men had come up in a 
large hoat, and were fighting the bie = in their dhows. I started off directly for the gig to bring the crew up, 
when I was immediately surrounded by the Chiefs, who caught me by the wrists, begging and prayins me not 
to go, saying that the Arabs had got possession of the Leach, had murdered my boat’s crew, und taken the gig 
up to their buts, I could not believe it, I was so startled and horrified, and again started to go down, but they 
were so carnest in their appeal that I consented to go to the Governor's house and remain until a “ cabaw ” or 
palaver was hell among the Chiefs. The result was, that the Sultan was to be sent for. A Zanzibar Arab, a man 
of the name of Tama Tin, who spoke English, volunteered tu go down to the beach and see how matters stood. 
I accordingly wrote a note to the officer of the pinnace in case he could communicate, and gave him my white 
pocket handkerchief to put on a stich for a flag of truce. This must have been about 5 p.m. He returned in 
about an hour, and told us that the pinnace had just come in as he got to the leach ; that he waved the flag of 
trace, and told the officer to shove off and go away immediately, for behind the stockade, about thirty yards 
from the pinneee, there were 100 Arabs, with their muskets all pointed to the boat ready to fire the moment 
he Janded, besides having seven or eight small guns. The boat accordingly went away, and we ought to be 
thankral to a merciful Providence that this man went down when he did ; for if he had not, no one of that 
boat's erew would be alive now. 

Tu the mean time the Arabs had demanded of the Governor that we should be delivered up to them to be 
killed: to which he replied, that we were Englishmen, iu the Sultan’s dominions, come to pay him a visit; that 
we had done nothing wrong; and that. therefore, he should not give us up, but await the Sultan’s decision, 
at the sane time assuring us that we were perfectly safe. 

Av about 6 pt. the drums announced that His Royal Highness the Sultan was coming, and, in about half 
an hows time we were ushered into his presence. I explained to him what my mission was, anl how my 
evew hal been foully murdered. and told him I wished him to assist me to the utmost in his power. to place 
me on board my ship. He promised to send us away next morning, and that IT should be escorted to the bea zh 
bv his soldiers, Next morning came, but we were not sent for; 1 therefore said 1 wished to see His Reyal 
Hishnoss, but some time clapsed before 1 coald obtain an interview, About 8 A.M. he sent for me, and he had 
a patlaver with the Chiets, who determined on sending Tuma Tin down to the beach, to see if our boats were 
coming up. [could plainly see that he was afraid of our boats coming up to attack the town and fire indis- 
criminately on the Arabs and Angoxa people, as they would not know the difference between the two races. 

His Royal Highness the Sultan deserves the highest praise for his firmness and determination ; he had 
mounted four guns to bear on the Arab part of the town, got everybody under arms, served out ammunition, 
and prepared everything for the worst. To the demands of the Arabs respecting us, he said that not only 
would he not give us up, but he should expect them to return the gig, arms, &e., to us just as they took her, 
and if uot he should compel them to do so, 

On Tna Tin’s return he said that no boats were in sight. I, therefore, expressed a wish to be sent imme- 
diately to the slip; but being low water we could not get away, but the Sultan promised to send us at high 
water. 

On leaving the Sultan T asked Tuma Tin to tell me whether my suspicions respecting the fears of the 
Sultan were tiene or not; he said he believed them to be true, and he thought that by keeping us the boats 
would not fire on the town, 

On having another andience with the Sultan, I told him that the boats were much more likely to fire on 
the town if I did not go, as they did not know on board the ship whether we were dead or alive, and that if I 
went at once I should stop the boats coming up the river. His Royal Highness at once saw [ was right, and 
he again assured me we should go that tide ; that not,only should all his subjects (armed) and soldiers accom- 
pany us to the beach, but that he would do so himself. He wished me to explain to you that the men that had 
committed this outrage were in no way connected with the Angoxa people ; that they were Arabs come in 
dhows from the coast of Arabia to trade, who were gradually trying to take possession of his dominions ; he 
was continually having fights with them, and that he should be happy to co-operate with you in any under- 
taking that you might think proper, to obtain satisfaction for this outrage, and exterminate them from his 
territory. I promised him I would tell you all he had said, but that he must enforce that the boat, arms, &c., 
be delivered up intact. He promised me this should be done. We then left his presence, and waited for him 
to send for us to take us down to the beach. 

About half an hour afterwards we were summoned ; the Sultan had all his men in arms, amounting to 
about 250 men, and we marched with drums, &c., down to the beach. On arriving there, there was no boat ; 
but presently the gig was brought by natives from the Arab town about one mile and a-half inland, 1 had the 
oars, mast, one musket, two cutlasses, returned ; I could not stay for anything else, but to’d the Sultan I should 
accompany you up the river to-day, and I expected all the rest of the things to be ready to go off in the boat : 
he assured me it should be so. Having got the three dead men in the boat (who were frightfully mutilated), 
we left with three black men in their places, and pulled down the river. On our way down we were rejoiced to 
see the pinnace at anchor under the land ; we got on board her immediately, and arrived on board this ship at 
7 a.m. this morning. 

To His Royal Highness the Sultan Hassan and the Government of Angoxa my best and warmest thanks 
are due ; for, had it not been for their energetic conduct, I fear we should have shared the same fate as the 
hoat’s crew, the Arabs being so infuriated against us, and I sincerely hope that it may be made known to our 
Government. 

To Mr. Joseph, also, I tender my warmest thanks for the able assistance I received from him in interpreting 
my wishes to the Sultan and Government, and for the useful suggestions he occasionally tendered me. 

Thus ends my narrative of this unfortunate affair ; it has pleased Almighty God of his gracious goodness 
to spare three of us, but I grieve for the friends and relatives of those three poor men who fell victims to a 
cruel and cold-blooded set of barbarians, 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) F. M, STEPHENS. 
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Mr. Me Cunachy to Commander Oldfield. 

Sir, “Lyra,” off Angoxa, August 23, 1858. 

IN pursuance of verbal orders received from you, I proceeded yesterday afternoon in the first whaler of Her 
Majesty's ship under your command, to board a dhow then making for the river. 

Ip ed in chase up the river, the dhow having made sail to get away, and would not heave to, 
although I kept up a continuous fire at her. 

Towards 8 p.m. the wind falling light, I soon came up close enough to hail and command him to anchor, 
which he did just as I got alongside, about 8°30 p.m. Ithen pointed out tv him the English ensign, and asked him 
how he dared to insult it by not heaving-to, to which he only bowed several times. 

I found her, on search, to be a slaver, having five large tanks of water, and a crew of between thirty and 
forty men, on board, of which she had no list ; she had also a large number of calabashes and mats on board, thus 
breaking the Treaty between Great Britain and Muscat of October 2, 1845. On these grounds I seized her, 
she being under Muscat colours. 

I kept possession of her all night, and at 4 a.m. weighed, and was proceeding out of the river, and gave 
directions for the mizen to be bent and set. While the crew were about this—in fact they had scarcely all got 
aft—the owners threw a cloak over me, and attempted to suffocate me, while all the others gave « yell and 
sprang upon us like wild beasts. After about five minutes’ fight they, being so strong, succeeded in throwing 
us overboard and cutting our boat’s painter: they then wore their ship and proceeded up the river, taking our 
arms and ensign with them. 

Fortunately we all succeeded in getting into the boat again, and I then made the best of my way out to the 
ship. At 7:30 am I returned on board. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. W. McCONACHY, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 289. 
Mr. Me Conachy to Commander Oldfield. 


Sir, “ Lyra,” off Angowa, August 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to state, in pursuance of an order received from you, I proceeded, on the 23rd instant, 
at 10°30 a.m., in the pinnace of Her Majesty’s ship under your command, up the River Angoxa, for the purpose 
- communicating with Lieutenant Stephens. On my way up the river I captured and burnt two dhows, 
slavers. 

Ou arriving off the town, I saw a messenger running down to the beach with a flag of truce flying ; I 
also saw a large number of armed men running along the beach, but lost sight of them again lehind the 
barricade that fronts the town. 

This messenger said that he came from Lieutenant Stephens to warn us not to land, xs the Arabs were 
very strong in force, waiting to attack us should we land, and that Lieutenant Stephens was sately lodged in his 
house, and should receive a passage off to the ship in his boat as soon as an opportunity offered : he also told 
me that the Arabs had killed three of our men, and had taken the second gig away. 

I anchored for the night at the mouth of the river, and returned to the ship next morning. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. W. McCONACIIY, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 289. 
Mr. Me Conachy to Commander Oldfield. 
Sir, “Lyra,” off Angoxa, August 24, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to state that on Monday, the 23rd instant, while on my way up the River Angoxa 
in the pinnace of Her Majesty’s ship under your command, I observed two dhows at anchor and their crews 
deserting them, some in boats and a thas swimming on shore. 

I found, on boarding them, that they were fitted for carrying slaves, and each had three large tanks of 
water, and a large quantity of calabashes and slave-food. They were under Muscat colours, and being in 
— of the slave-warrants, I made capture of them for a breach of Tthe reaty between Great Britain and 

uscat, dated October 2, 1845. 

These dhows had slaves on board, their crews having gone on shore in their boats, leaving the slaves to 
swim on shore, which they did. 

On these grounds I seized and burnt.the two dhows. Names unknown. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed). C. W. McCONACHY, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 289. 
Commander Oldfield to the Sultan of Angona. 


Sire, “ Lyra,” off Angoxa: August 25, 1858. 

I SINCERELY thank your Highness for the firm and noble protection you gave Lieutenant Stephens 
and the seaman Edward Smit OB, of Her Majesty's ship under my command, and. Mr. Joseph, of Johanna, 
against the murderers. of three of my seamen. 
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I shall, by the first opportunity, inform my Government of the same, to whom it will be most gratifying. 
In the meantime I have to demand that the murderers be apprehended at once, and given over to me. 

Should your Highness require any assistance, I shall bs apo to co-operate with you at once ; there must 
be no delay. 

Tam about to call on your Highness, and will then give you the particulars of an outrage on another 
hoat’s crew of mine by an Arab slave-dhow in your waters. 

I have, &e. 
(Signe) kt. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 289. 
Commander Oldfield to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Lyra,” Mozambique, September 17, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the 
measures I adopted against the Arab community of Angoxa, in consequence of my representations and demands, 
as detailed in the accompanying inclosures, failmg in obtaining any satisfaction for the three foul murders, or 
for the outrage committed on the English flag and crew of my first gig, by the piratical slave-dhow “ Fatte 
Heira.” The vacillating policy of the Sultan admitting of the escape into the interior of the murderers. us well 
as that of the whole crew of the “ Hutte Heira,” at 4:30 on tne afternoon of the 8th September, I } roceeded 
in the boats of Her Majesty's ship under my command, and effected the complete destruction by fire of three 
of the Aral dhows ; the fourth I partially destroyed by the aid of shot and shell ; her position, viz, that of 
being beached between two lawful Angoxian traders, and within twenty yards of the stockade (behind which were 
some 150 armed men), rendering more decisive operations otherwise than prudent or advisable. 

In execution of the above service the boats encountered, at a distance of about 500 yards from the 
stockade, a boom, which, without much difficulty, was passed ; and when abreast of and within 300 yards of the 
stockade, a very heavy fire was from there opened. which a few well-direeted rounds of shell and rockets sueceeded 
in silencing ; and although the mangrove bushes on the town side of the creek were, on our entry, filled with 
armed men, a few well-directed rounds of shell and rockets prevented our suffering but slight inconvenience from 
them. 

Before returning, which I did at 6 p.m. (the falling tide rendering it then necessary), I shelled and 
rocketed the stockade and Arab town, causing considerable damage to the former, although not to the latter; 
my object in rocketing the latter being more to convince the Arabs of the force that could be brought against 
them, should their future conduct merit it. 

Having succeeded in effecting the service on which I came, I returned on board, and am happy to say 
without a single casualty. 

I have had every reason to be pleased with the zeal and energy displayed by the officers, seamen, and 
marines, engaged on this service. 

The foree employed was as follows :—Pinnace, with 12-pounder howitzer, in charge of Mr. J. N. Croke, 
mate ; cutter, with 12-pounder rocket tube, in charge of Mr. Jolin Hookey, gunner (to the clever working of 
this arm do I attribute, in a great measure, our success without loss of life) ; first and second whalers, the later 
in the command of Mr. C. W. McConachy, master’s assistant. 

On this occasion I lost, with regret, the services of Lieutenant Stephens, who was unable, from a violent 
attack of fever (the result of a sun-stroke received on his previous services up the river), to take part in these 
operations. 

Hoping that my proceedings will meet with theie Lordships’ approbation, and that of my Commander-in- 
chief, I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 289. 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to Conmander Oldfield. 


Sir, “ Boscawen,” Mozambique, October 18, 1858. 

I HAVE received the copy of the letter written by you to the Secretary of the Admiralty, detailing your 
proceedings at Angoxa. | 

I approve of your having communicated that information to the Admiralty, though the form of doing so 
is not correct, as your official letter should have been addressed to me, and a copy furwarded to England. 

The unfortunate loss of the lives of three of your men is much to be deplored; and I have to regret the 
imprudence of Mr. McConachy in burning the two dhows in the immediate vicinity of the Arab town, at a 
time when his shipmates were completely in the power of its lawless inhabitants, whose passions must necessarily 
be excited by the loss of their property. To that imprudent act the murder of the three men is clearly to be 
attributed. 

Of the proceedings which followed, and of the firm and temperate measures taken by you to obtain redress, 
I highly approve. 

The conduct of the King in saving the lives of Lieutenant Stephens and his two companions is deserving 
of the highest praise ; and I have no doubt the cause you assign for his subsequent vaccillating conduct, namely, 
his fear of the Arabs, is the true one. 

I request you will express to Lieutenant Croke, and the officers and men employed in forcing the passage 
and burning the dhows, my satisfaction at the zeal and energy displayed by them. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 
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5 


Orders addressed to Captain Powell. 


Memo. * Boscawen,” off Angora. October 20, 1858. 

YOU are to take Commander Oldfield, of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Lyra,” under your orders, and 
proceed with the boats named in the marg:n,* armed and provisioned for three days, into the river of Angoxa, 
as soon as the weather and state of the bar will admit. 

Upon reaching the creek which leads to the town, you are to anchor the large boats in a convenient 
position ; and a are to send one of the small boats up to the town with a letter announcing to the King your 
desire to meet him for the purpose of delivering to him a letter from me. . 

You will be careful, in taking these preliminary steps, to make no hostile demonstrations, and to take 
every precaution in your power against a collision with the natives. 

Should the approach of the small boat to the town be opposed, you are to recall her, and to return on board 
for further instructions, unless circumstances should make it, in your opinion, advisable to sct vigorously at 
once with the force under your orders, 

You are, on this point, left entirely unfettered ; but I need scarcely point out to you that if hostile 
measures should unfortunately become necessary, they would probably be attended with less risk, and more 
decisive results, if carried out by the force of the whole squadron. 

Should you succeed, as I hope, in obtaining an interview with the King, without having recourse to 
hostilities, you are to explain to him the contents of the letter with which you are entrusted, and to call upon 
him to give, in writing, the assurance I require, that he will not permit his port to be made a harbour for 
vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. Having obtained this assurance, you are to return on board. 

Should it be necessary to pass the night in the river, you will, of course, take all the measures for preserving 
the health of your officers and men which your experience on the coast of Africa may suggest to you. 

(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. Reav-Admiral and Commander-in-chief 
Captain Powell, C B., 
Her Majesty's ship “ Boscawen.” 





Inclosure 10 in No. 289. 
Rear-Admiral Sir FP. Grey to the Sultan of Angoxa. 


Sir, « Boscawen,” off Angoxa, October 21, 1858. 

I HAVE heard with deep pain of the atrocious murder of three seamen of Her Britannic Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Lyra,” in your harbour. 

The noble manner in which your Highness and your officers protected the lives of the survivors merits my 
warmest thanks, and I beg your Highness to accept them, 

It also proves that these murders were committed in defiance of your Highness’ authority ; and I can 
only attribute the failure of your Highness to bring to punishment the offenders to the same cause. 

Your Highness has seen in the destruction of the dhows belonging to the offenders the just retribution 
that has fallen upon them. 

But it is my duty to point out to your Highness that these lamentable events have beeu caused by your 
allowing dhows engaged in the Slave Trade to frequent your port. 

Great Britain and Portugal will not suffer the infamous Trade in Slaves to continue, and I now solemnly 
warn your Highness of the consequences which you will draw upon yourself if you permit it in your ports. 

The cruizers of Her Majesty are ready and willing to afford every assistance in their power to vessels 
engaged in lawful trade, but they will not permit those engaged in the Slave Trade to escape with impunity ; 
and, should the River of Angoxa continue to afford a shelter to them, it will be my painful duty to is such 
measures as will effectually prevent it. 

I trust your Highness will receive this warning ; and, that I may have from you an assurance of your 
desire to cultivate those friendly relations with Great Britain which it was the object of Commodore Trotter's 
visit to Angoxa last year to strengthen. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY, 





Inclosure 11 in No. 289. 

Captain Powell to Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey. 
Sir, “ Boscawen,” at Sea, October 24, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that in pursuance of your orders T proceeded up the River Angoxa on 
the 21st instant. The boats anchored about half-a-mile off the town at noon, aud t at once endeavoured 
to open friendly communications with the inhabitants. After some little time a native of Johanna came 
to us and acted as interpreter. He conveyed a message to the Governor, who came down to the beach, 
and escorted us to his house, about half-a-mile from the landing-place. The King at the time was in 
the country, and as there appeared to be no prospect of seeing him that night, we declined the ape. 
imvitation of the Governor to stop any longer in the town. He evidently looked upon us as good hostages, an 
it was not until I told him that Ton afraid our long absence might cause the officers and men to come and 
Jeok for us, that he entirely agreed to the expediency of our at once returning to the boats. 

We then made arrangements that we should see the King as early as possible next morning. 

At 6 a.m. we obtained an interview with the King. He is au elderly man in bad health, and I should think 
that both in mind and body too feeble for his Government ; he is quite black, but has not negro features. He 
was much pleased at the notice taken in your letter of his protection of the ‘‘ Lyra’s” officer and men ; and he 
professed, r believe sincerely, a great wish for the friendship of the English. He fairly acknowledged his 


- “Boscawen,” 2 pinnaces, | cutter; “Lyra,” 1 gig or whale-boat. 
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in vbility to stop the Arab traders from trafficking in slaves, although he said he would endeavour to do so, and 
on my stating that we would (where it was possible) assist him in checking the Arabs, he promised to give us 
information when their dhows carried away slaves : this 1 think he will not do. The Governor of the town was 
wresent, and assented to all that passed. He is a man of commanding appearance, and looks quite an Arab. 

e has great authority amongst the natives, and uses it. He is anxious to be friends with the English, whom 
I believe he likes ; but it is so much to his interest that the Arabs from Zanzibar, Mohilla, and the other 
Comoro Islands, should trade with Angoxa, that I doubt his doing more to stop their slaving than insisting 
upon their being very careful not to let us know it. 

The Arabs are the merchants, the chief owners of the dhows, and the sailors. 

They rent many of the houses in the town, and they carry on nearly the entire trade; the most profitable, 
and I believe the greater part, of which is in slaves. 

When I had received the King's answer to the letter you directed me to give him, I took the earliest 
opportunity of getting down the river, and retarned to the ship on the 23rd instant. 

Whilst we were in the town, we saw very few of the Arabs, and our interpreter told us they were 
concealed in the bush with their guns; and from what I saw generally of the inhabitants, I do not think that 
it would be prudent to take the boats up to tle town and at once land, as is done on ordinary occasions. It 
would be well to show a white flag, and ask to see Musa, one of the King’s brothers, or the Governor. The 
anxiety of the Governor never to lose sight of us whilst on shore, showed me that he was not altogether certain 
as to his people. 

Captain Oldfield appears to have acquired their confidence and respect, and in the arrangements that we 
had to make with these somewhat unmanaeab!e people, he displayed great tact and prudence. 

On the 23rd instant, in pursuance of your orders, I again proceeded to the town of Angoxa, for the 
purpose of obtaining information, and taking certain steps relative to a dhow that had been dustroyed by one 
of the “ Lynx’s” boat, 

When L arrived at the town, I found the people a little excited at our sudden re-appearance ; but the 
Governor in a short time came to the beach, and on my explaining the reason that I came back, I saw that 
the people, as well as the Governor, were much pleased. He, however, informed me that the dhow could not 
belong to Angoxa, althouzh she was probably bringing some provisions there for sale, as they expected a 
boat from Madgeeale, a village he described on the left bank of the river. 

He was aware that [ was empowered to give indemnity if she had been unlawfully destroyed, but he 
declined mixing in the business at all. After professions of goodwill and friendship, I left him. We then 
lost no time in returning to the ship, where we arrived before midnight of the 23rd instant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) ASHMORE POWELL. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 289. 


My. Couke to Rear-Admival Sir I’. Grey. 
Sir, © Lyne,” off Angowa. October 23, 1858. 
HAVING received orders from you on the 22nd instant to proceed in whaler te entrance of Angoxa 
river, and communicate with Mr. Luke, master of Her Majesty’s ship “ Boscawen,” to offer and render every 
assistance that he might require, at Mr. Luke's request | carried out a line of soundings. About 2 p.m, 
Mr. Luke informed me I might return to Her Majesty’s ship “Lynx.” I endeavoured to do so by the 
northernmost channel ; » strovg north-east wind and flood-tide preventing my accomplishing it, I deemed it 
necessary to scek for shelter, and ran to leeward of the island, with a large clump of cashevinium trees. [ 
espied a large boat at anchor, and trom the number of men on board her, from thirty to thirty-five, I conjectured 
she was the “ Boscawen’s” launch. We pulled towards her, and when they saw us weighed and stood up the river, 
it being then more than half flood, with a favourable wind for proceeding up the river ; such conduct on her part 
savoured strongly of a suspicious character, 1 made sail and stood after her ; the whaler drawing less water was 
able to cut off the angles of the islands and shoals and gained ground considerably on her. She hauled on a wind, 
and stood for us ; the whaler’s crew taking the stretchers and awning stanchions, went through the motions of 
loading a musket, and standing up ready to receive them, and promised to obey every order I might give, 
whatever might turn up. She then bore away, and ran themselves on shore amongst a dense mangrove swamp, 
the crew fleeing from the dhow. I went alongside her, searched for papers and found none; there being a 
large quantity of farinha, massa, maize, and water, with more cooking utensils than would be required for a 
coasting trader. Taking all things into consideration, I thought it my duty to take her in tow and bring her 
alongside Her Majesty's ship “Lynx.” After a long and ineffectual pull, the whaler’s crew having had nothing 
to eat since 7 A.M., no arms in the boat wherewith I could have left two men to guard her until I had, as I 
desired, communicated with Lieutenant-Commander Henry Berkeley, I had no other alternative than to 
destroy her by scuttling, feeling fully confident that the dhow was an illegal trader. Her measurement was. 
forty feet by twelve, and seven deep. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. COOKE, Second Master. 





Inclosure I3 in No. 289. 


Orders addressed to Captain Powell. 


Memo. “ Boscawen,” of Angoxa, October 23, 1858: 
IT appearing from a report made to me by Lieutenant Berkeley, commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel 
“Lynx,” that Mr. Cooke, second master, has taken upon himself to destroy a boat in the hiex Angoxa, not 
only without orders, but in direct opposition to the wishes I had exp to Lieutenant Berkeley, you are to 
proceed up to tbe town, with the pinnaces and whale-boat, and communicate with the Governor. 
You are to endeavour to ascertain what the boat was that has been destroyed, and where she was bound, 
pn whether there is any foundation for the suspicion that she was engaged or likely to be engaged in carrying; 
ves, 
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Should you find that there is no such ground, you are to inform the Governor that the destruction of this 
boat was the unauthorised act of an inferior officer, who will be called to account for it. 

You will then endeavour to ascertain the value of the boat, and if the value put upon her appears to be 
reasonable,.you are authorized to pay the amount, obtaining a receipt for it. 

You will also express to the Governor my satisfaction at having received from him the assurance I required, 
and you will point out to him that this occurrence would not have taken place if the Angoxa dhows had not 
previously given just cause for suspicion. Should it appear that the boat was really engaged in the Slave Trade, 
you will express your regret at finding that all previous warnings have proved so unavailing, and you will again 
point out the inevitable consequences which will follow a continuance of these practices. 

You will lose no time in returning on board as soon as this affair is settled. 

(digned) FRED. WM. GREY, Lear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief: 
Captain Powell, C.B., 
Her Majesty's ship © Boscawen.” 








Inclosure 14 in No. 289. 
General Memorandum. 


* Boscawen,” off Angora, October 23, 1858. 

THE Commander-in-chief has received from Lieutenant Berkeley, of the “Lynx,” the report of the 
destruction of a boat, in the River Angoxa, by Mr. Cooke, second master of that vessel. 

The evidence that this boat was engaged in carrying slaves was of the slightest possible description, and the 
Commander-in-chief has, by subsequent inquiries, ascertained that she was an ordinary trader. Mr. Cooke has, 
therefore, by this violent and unauthorized act, committed an injustice which the Commander-in-chief has not 
had the opportunity of redressing. He does not doubt that Mr. Cooke was actuated hy a mistaken zeal ; but he 
warns him and all the officers under his command, that he will not allow the power of England to be thus 
abused, and that the destruction of any boat not proved by the most conclusive evidence to have been engaged 
in the Slave Trade, will be visited by his most severe displeasure. 

Tn consideration of Mr, Cooke’s character as a good and zcalous officer, the Commander-in-chief will not, 
in this instance, adopt any further measures of severity against him ; but it will be for the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to decide whether Mr, Cooke shall be culled on to indemnify the sufferers by his act. 

Mr. Cooke is to be released from arrest. 

(Signed) F. W. GREY, Pear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 
To the Commanding Officers of Ships and Vessels under my orders. 





No. 290. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 130.) 
Sir, ** Boscawen,” in Simon’s Bay, December 6, 1858. 

WITH reference to my previous communications on the subject of the ship- 
ment of negroes from the East Coast of Africa, &c., in French vessels for the Island 
of Réunion, I now transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the copy of a Report thereon by Commander Oldfield, of the “ Lyra,” 
who has been lately employed in the Mozambique. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





Inclosure in No 290. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear- Admiral Sir F. Grey. 


Sir, “ Lyra.” Simon's Bay, November 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you such information as I have been able to obtain relative to the 
shipment of slaves, or engagés, from the Mozambique Channel. 

The Bourbon slave, or engagé, market is supplied by French vessels, that in a great measure obtain their 
cargoes on the North-East Coast of Africa, North-West Coast of Madagascar, and from the Islands of Nos Bey, 
Comoro, and T believe Mayotta, and, until the end of July last, Johanna. 

On the East Coast of Africa the vessels partially, if not entirely, obtain their cargoes by means of their own 
boats ; at the other localities mentioned above, from dhows that during the last north-east monsoon obtained 
their slaves mostly from Quiloa, Ibo, and their immediate vicinities ; and during this monsoon, viz., the south: 
west, from the coast lying between Indiana and St. Antonio Rivers, the Rivers Quizunga and St. Antonio having 
exported from 850 to 1,100. The “ Lahoura,” Arab dhow, with 115 in, and captured by Her Majesty's ship 
“Lyra” in August last, was one of five that loaded in St. Antonio river. 

At Angoxa. an agent for a French “engagé” house resides there, the cargo of the “ Lahoura” being a 
shipment of his for Nos Bey ; and although I have no proof of slavers actually obtaining their cargoes there, I 
am aware of their resorting there when the healths of their slaves need recruiting, or the refitting, &., of their 
vessels. The “Lahoura,” when captured, was sbout to enter the river, fifteen to twenty of her slaves having 
died from starvation or drought, I expect the latter, as the quantity of water the Arab slave or engagé dhows 
generally have on board is very inadequate even for the veriest calls of humanity. One case is known of the 
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slaves or engagés being wholly destitute of water the nine or ten days they were going from the coast to the 
places of transshipment. 

Attempts have been made by the Franch to establish the office of Government Engagé Agent or Consul at 
Johanna and Angoxa, but without avail ; the Sultan at both places considering that their Slave Treaties with. 
Great Britain prohibited their admitting of such an office being established. 

The pecuniary benefits to both Sultans would have been great had they conceded to the French request ;: 
and had it not been for the very vivid recollection of the blockade of his river by Admiral Wyvill, the Sultan 
of An’ oxa would, I feel confident, have acceded. 

The price of engagés during the latter part of the south-west monsoon has risen considerably, 100 dollars 
having been offered at Johanna in September, although 45 dollars was the highest price given there in July, 
since which time I firmly believe the Johannese have desisted from the traflicking in slaves or engagés. 

The great difficulty many of the engagé ships have had this monsoon in collecting their freight has, no 
doubt, given cause to a rise of price, but not generally to this great extent. 

Although 5,000 engagés were, I believe, imported into Bourbon last year, I doubt if that number will be 
this, and not even half that number need be next year, if two vessels cruize actively between Comoro, Ibo, and 
Quiloa during the months of December, January, February, and March; and between Comoro and the Rivers 
Indian aud St. Antonio during the months of May, June, July, August, and September: the North-West Coast 
of Madagascar, especially the Bays Boyanna and Majunga, and the vicinity of Nos Bey, should be visited at 
all times. 

Having only visited the central part of the Mozambique Station, I am unable to render any information as 
to the state of the engagé or slave-market on the north and south part of the station: but imagine that, north 
of Quiloa, the trade, if it exists, is dull, whatever it may be to the southward, viz., south of the Indian river. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 


No. 291. 


Rear-Admiral Sir F. Grey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, “Boscawen,” in Simon's Bay, January 17, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th of 
November, 1858, covering a complaint against Commander Chads, of the “ Persian,” 
for having boarded the French ship “ Alfred,” at Johanna. The Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty will have received, in my letter of the 16th October last 
and its inclosures, full information of the circumstances of this case, and will have 
learnt that I expressed to Commander Chads my disapprobation of his conduct, 
and to Baron Darrican, the French senior naval officer and Governor of Bourbon, 
my regret at the improper conduct of Commander Chads. 

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter, | have the honour 
to state, that reiterated orders have been given to the commanding officers of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers to act in strict conformity with the principles laid down in. the 
despatch of the French Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 10th April, inclosed in. 
your letter of the 27th April, 1858; and I have every reason to believe that Her 
Majesty’s officers are fully impressed with the responsibility they incur by any 
deviation from those orders. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. WM. GREY. 





No. 292. 
Commodore Edgell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ‘ Chesapeake,” Jeddah, February 4, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, the observa- 
tions on. the events at Jeddah connected with the massacre of June last, and 
other remarks on the Red Sea, which Captain Seymour was. requested to furnish 
in their Lordships’ letter of the 27th November last. 

I have much pleasure in giving my testimony as to their correctness, and the 
eonstant endeavour of Captain Seymour to obtain every information in his power 
on the subjects mentioned therein. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) HARRY EDGELL. 
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Inclosure in Na. 292. 
Captain Seymour to the Secretary ta the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Pelorus.” Jeddah, January 31, 1859. 
THER Lordships having been pleased to permit me to state to them my views on certain subjects 
connected with the massacre at Jeddah and with the Red Sea generally, I have the honour to submit the 
accompanying statement to their notice. 

Having been upwards of 100 days laying off the town of Jeddah, and ir daily communication with 
the British Commissioner during that time, ample opportunity has been aftorded me of learning the state of 
affairs which preceded the massacre, and also the extraordinary conduct of the Turkish local authorities during 
and subsequent to that event, 

As an instance of which, and of the difficulties with which the Commissioners have had to contend during 
their investigations, I may mention the fact that Abdallah el Mohtessib, the principal instigator of the massacre 
at Jeddah, who was executed on the 12th of January last, actually visited the “ Pelorus” shortly after her arrival’ 
in Jeddah, in company with the Hadji Faraj Yusr, a British subject, who was the person entrusted with the 
British Consular duties here from April until June, 1858, who was in business with the late Mr. Page, and 
who, in common with every native in the town, must have known of the share Abdallah el Mohtessib had 
taken in the massacre. 

It is my opinion that the massacre of June last was brought on by the following combination of 
circumstances :— 

1. The personal enmity entertained against the Christians in business in Jeddah by the native merchants 
of the town, in consequence of the success of the former in trade. 

2, The excited state of the inhabitants of the Hedjaz, or Holy Land, in consequence of the extermination 
of the Christians having been openly advocated in Mecea by Sayid Faza, a British subject, and other fanatics, 
aided by emissaries from India, who spread abroad the most favourable reports of the advantages said to be 
gained hy the rebels in arms against us there. 

3. The unpopularity and unfitness for his post, of the late Mr. Page, then Acting Vice-Consul in Jeddah. 

4. The complicity of sundry of the Turkish local authorities in the émeute (which, however, went further 
than they perhaps intended it should), and which was immediately brought on by the Turkish flag, which had 
been improperly hoisted on board the ship “ Eranee,” having been hauled down and replaced by the British 
colours, under which she had entered the port. 

In sup; ort of this opinion I beg to offer the following details: —Prior to 1840 the trade of Jeddah may be 
said to have been entirely in the hands of the Turkish and Arab merchants of the place. In that year certain 
agents of Greek houses, at Cairo, and elsewhere, gained a footing in the town, and in the course of time (as is 
invariably the case in the East), the Greek, ever ready to take advantage of the state of the markets, and deeming 
no breach of trade by which money could be realized to be beneath his notice, began to gain ground on the 
Turk, and in a few years obtained the greater share of the commerce between the towns on the Arabian Coast 
of the Red Sea. 

Aware of this, certain merchants in Jeddah entered into an agreement neither to buy from, nor sell to, the 
principal Greek tirms established here, and for some months maintained their resclution to the great detriment 
of their rivals. However, in the course of time, the latter suececded in recovering their ground, and in 1858 a 
large and thriving trade was carried on by Greck firms, whose correspondents were resident in London, 
Manchester, and Cairo, and who had agents in every port on either shore of the sea, This caused great 
jealousy an:! discontent in the minds of those who couceived that Christians had no right to pollute the sacred 
territory of the Hedjaz with their presenee—for the old fanatical spirit is strong in the and ; and amongst those 
who made no secret of their feclings on this point, were one Abdallah el Mohtessib, perhaps the wealthiest 
native merchant of Jeddah, and Sheik el Amoudi, a leading man of the Hadjremote tribe, both well known 
throughout the Red Sea, and having relations established in business at Cairo, and elsewhere in Egypt. 

In 1857, when the mutivy in India was at its height, while the British army was still before Delhi, and 
thousands of pilgrims from Hindostan were arriving in the Hedjaz, there appeared at Mecca one Sayid Faza, 
a man of that fanatical race called Mosslah, whose residence is near Cananore, in the Madras. Presidency, at the 
southern extremity of the continent of India. He had been banished from his native land several years before 
on account of treasonable practices, and had passed a great portion of the intervening time in the domains 
of the Sultan. 1t is well known by the British authorities of Aden that at Mecca this man openly advocated 
the extermination of all Christians then residing in the Holy Land, and there is every reason to believe that 
he was aided in his efforts by emissaries trom the Mussulmans of India in arms against us. 

At this critical period the Representative of Government of Britain in Jeddah was one Mr. Stephen Page, 
who had been appointed to act as the Vice-Consul by Mr. Cole, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, and Agent to 
the East India Company, when that personage quitted his post on leave in the end of March 1855. A more 
improper selection could not possibly have been made, Mr. Page being a person of most intemperate habits, as 
Mr. Cole must, or at all events should, have known. He was engaged in business to some extent, and was, I 
have reason to believe, connected with one Hadji Faraj Yusr, a British subject, still resident at Jeddah. He 
ere long contrived to make himself personally obnoxious to the Turkish authorities in various ways, but more: 
especially by extending the British protection to all who applied for it, whether British subjects or not. and thus 
enabling them to exercise callings which they otherwise could not have followed against the wishes and laws of 
the Local Government ; I allude more particularly to the establishment in Jeddah of shops where spirits were 
retailed, in which Mr. Page, notwithstanding his official position, had a share: and I may here remark that 
although our Treaty with Turkey contains no stipulation against.a retail trade in spirit being carried cn, it has 
always been objected to by the Governors of the Hedjaz in consequence of the dangers which arise from the Bedouin 
and other tribes who visit the town becoming intoxicated and creating a disturbance—a case of which, terminating 
in a murder, actually occurred shortly after Mr. Page had sucveeded in establishing the spirit-shops in Jeddah. 
But, in addition to the personal dislike caused by these measures, the local authorities had reason to object to 
Mr. Page on account of his overbearing conduct towards them. I have seen enough of the East to know 
that, to a certain extent, when engaged in official correspondence or business with the majority of Turkish 
officials, it is necessary to adopt an argument which, in: other countries, might be deemed to be reprehensible. 
No later than the I1th of this month I saw an instance of this, and the success it entailed when milder measures 
would have utterly failed ; but in order to insure such success, it is necessary that the individual adopting this 
line of conduct should himself be in so high a position, and possessed of such authority and influence, that his 
motives. should he above all suspicion. Such was not the case with Mr. Page, whose official position was weakened. 
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by the frequent occurrences which brought him in collision with the Turkish authorities unofficially, in his 
capacity of trader and dealer in spirits. 

But notwithstanding the existence of a feeling so hostile to the Christians, it was destined that 1857 should 
pass away leaving them unharmed, 

On the 3rd of April, 1858, Mr. Page, having business Egypt, left Jeddah in Her Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops,” 
deputing the above-mentioned Hadji Faraj Yusr to conduct the dutics of the Cunswate during his absence. 

Two days after his departure the British ship “Eranee” arrived from Calcutta ; and in consequence of 
certain intrigues (the details of which it is unnecessary to go into here), on the 30th May following the British 
colours were hauled down on board of her and replaced by the Turkish flag ; Namik Pasha, Governor-General ot 
the Hicdjaz, having given orders to that effect without consulting the British Consulate in the matt-r, On 
Mr. Page’s return to Jeddah in the “ Cyclops,” on the 7th of June, his attention was called to what had taken 
place ; and in consequence, eight days a‘terwards, the Turkish flag was struck and the British rchoisted on 
board the “ Evanve,” by Captain Pullen of the “Cyclops.” The excitement in the town in consequence was 
intense ; and it was now that Abdsllah el Mohtessib, Sheikh cl Amoudi, and at least twelve others of the 
principal inhabitants of Jeddeh, saw a favourable opportunity of ridding themselves of thcir rivals, by taking 
nudvantaye of it to raise the mvub against the Christians. 

Naimik Pasha be'ug at Meeea. the charge of the district devolved on the Kaimakam or Civil Governor, 
oue brahim Aga, who was a complete tool in the hands of Abdallah, and who seems to have authorized the latter 
aud his adherents to proclaim “el gihad,’ which means war, against the unbelievers. But L think it probable 
that had the late Mr. Page been a persia who had properly maintained the dignity of the office which he held, 
end had made hitscit respected in the town, not all the persuasion of Aldaliah and his associates would have 
induced the Keimakam to have even tacitly counived at the events which followed. 

With regard to the incuns to Le adopted to prevent a repetition of the massacre it is my vpinion that the 
British Government should insist on the Porte maintaining a force in Jeddah adequate to suppress promptly 
any disturbance in the town, the present garrison of which consists of about 1,200 men, 

That a house in the square in whieh the artiliery barrack is situated should be assigned as a Consular 
residense. the British Government, or the Consul. as the case may be, paying a rent for the same. For this 
purpose there could not be a better one than et present oceupied by Ter Brituunic Majesty's Commissioner as 
his office, as it is within forty yards oi the barack on one side and the sea un the other. thereby affording 
facilities foressipe in the evout of an dvenie. Lanay herve mention that the house in which Ma, Page was 
mnucdeved stands au a naerow bie, in the very centre of the town, surrounded on all sides by high buildings 
Which command vil approaches to it, 

That the port of Jeddah should be frequently visiced by a ship-of-war, whose commander should have 
orders to see that the Merchant Shipping Act is complied with Ly vessels navigating the Red Sea under British 
colours 5 by this means many irreeuarities in the transfer and sale of the vessels will be prevented, as well as 
causes of dispute with the Turkish authorities, Ido not consider it advisable that a man-of-war should be 
permanently stationed here, even for the present, after the Commissioners have terminated their labours ; as, 
after May, the hort of the weather beeones almost overpowering, and we know hy the history of the past that 
the proscuce of a meu-of-war did not prevent the massacre of June from taking place. 

Butabove all, it ismost important that the Government of the Porte should be compelled to fulfil its engage- 
tent to levy asta of 8.000.000 franes on the town of Jeddah, as an instalment towards indemuifying the 
sidfercrs by the nioissiere: that the Porte will readily pay the 3.000,000 frances, or any other sums which may 
be demanded. Lb lrive not the dightest doubt; but if it be possible to evade raising the money in the Holy 
Land. they will Coso; and if we were to shut our eyes to this fact, and allow the hnperial Treasury to make good 
the mount, t most untavourable effect would be produced in the Hedjaz and throughout the Red Sea. There 
are ample means in the town of Jeddah to mect the amount which it was agreed should he levied on it. The 
very plunder of the Christians alone must have reached the value of from 95,0002 to 100,0002, and in hard cash 
amounted to at least 30,0002. But partly from fanaticism, and partly from apathy on the part of the Turks, 
every objection will be made to levying the unmount in Jeddah itself. or in any part of the Hedjaz, and already 
the Turkish Connnissioner has stated to his colleagues that he is powerless in the matter. 

That the extradition of Sayid Faza, which was demanded by Captain Pullen, and promised by Nemik Pasha 
onthe Ist November, 1858, should be immediately enforced. 

1 think that when these demands have been complied with, and these precautions observed, taking into 
consideration the sensation which has been caused throughout the country by the execution of Abdallah el 
Mohtessib and Sheikh el Amondi, the dismissal of Namik Pasha, and the deportation to Constantinople of the 
Kaimakam, the Colonel of Artillery, and eight others of high standing, which will take place to-morrow, we may 
confidently look forward to Jeddah becoming a safer residence for Christians than it has been previously. 

L wiso venture to eff the following sugyestions, on points unconnected with the massacre, to their Lord- 
ships’ notice :—Considering all that has happened here, and that British subjects were interested in the amount 
of 960.000/. sterling in the trade of Jeddah during the year ending April 1858, I presume it is the intention of 
Her Majesty's Government to appoint an officer to replace Mr. Cole, who has resigned. Should such be the case, 
[heg to suggest that the future Consul should be prohibited from engaging in trade ; that in order to ensure 
the services of an eflicient person, a salary of not less than 500/. a-year should be allowed, and that he should 
he sufliciently acquainted with the Turkish and Arabic languages to know if his interpreter is accurate in his 
translation. From August until February, few excepting native vessels visit this port. In order to allow the 
Consul! some chance of recruiting his health without quitting the district, he should be accredited also to the 
town of Taif, two and a-half days’ journey in the interior, where the climate is almost European ; for being so 
he would be entitled to the Turkish protection in his official capacity during his journey, which, were the limit 
of his Consulate contined to Jeddah, he would not be, But when the question of the appointment of a Consul 
comes before Her Majesty’s Governmeat, it must be recollected that although British goods to the value above- 
mentioned pass annually through Jeddah, and that ours is the principal trade of the place, Greeks, under British 
protection, and Jonians, may be said to monopolize it. And with reference to the retail dealers in spirits, it may 
surely bs asked whether disputes might not be avoided, and a better understanding maintained with the local 
unthorities, if Her Majesty’s Government would consent to waive the right it possesses of enabling its subjects to 
curry ona trade which no Englishman profits by, either directly or indirectly ; and whether it is dignified for us 
to maintain a privilege so obnoxious to the Turkish oflicials for the sake of a few of the dregs of society. 

With these remarks I shall conclude my observations (which I submit to their Lordships with the utmost 
deference), and I beg that it may be understood that I alone am respousible for the opinions advanced in them, 

und for the accuracy of the statements they contain. 
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I shall now, with their Lordships’ per mission, proceed to state my views as to “ the presence of a French 
force in the Red Sea ;” andthe “Slave Trade, and how it will be affected by the establishment of French factories 
in the Reid Sea.” 

On the first head I may observe that although, when compared with the Engtish, the French trade ou 
the Arabian and Abyssinian coasts is infinitesimally small, and that consequently the commercial mterests 
of France ean hardly be said to demand their presence, French vessels of war have, for the last fittcen years, 
visited the ports on either shore in equal numbers to those of the Queen's and East India Company's Navies. One 
naturally, therefore, seeks a reason for their so constantly appearing in these waters, the navigation of which is by 
no means unattended with danger to sailing vessels, and by the climate of which all European crews suflir more or 
less during the summer months. I have long entertained the conviction that their object has always been to avail 
themselves of the opportunity which might present itself to establish themselves, either by purchase or otherwise, 
in the possession of some point on the Abyssinian shore ; and of !ate that opinion has been strengthened— first, hy 
the clamour attempted to be raised against our oceupation of the Island of Perim, by the Freuch jess, which, 
deeming that no event was so improbable as our withdrawal from an islan! situated xs Perim is (to which the 
Turks have, after all, a very questionable claim), intended to set off a retention of it against a similar ocenpation, on 
their part, of one of the ports they so much covet ; and, secondy, by recent occurrences, demonstrating that the 
French Government are prepared to go to almost any length for the sake of providing their colonies with black 
labourers. I allude to the affairs of the “ Regina Cali,” the “Char!es et Georges,” and others, with which their 
Lordships are acquainted. 

If, fifteen years ago, the French were anxious to establish themselves in the Red Sea, what must he the case 
now, when the possession of any one port between Berberah und Suakim would furnish them with an unlimited 
amount of labour for the Island of Bourbon, at a far cheaper rate than it can now be obtained from the Mozam- 
bique, or were the importation of coolies from India permitted? Even from that souree, then, the visionary 
scheme of M, de Lesseps, by which the Red Sea is once more to become the highway of nations, is on inducement 
for those who have faith in it to seck the establishment of a new Pondicherry on the shores of Abyssinia ; and 
were it not that the Turks have been beforehand with them (with less right than we possess to Perim) at Massowah, 
the principal seaport of that country, I firmly believe the French flag would have been hoisted there loug ere 
this by the adventurers of that nation established there. 

The very fact that within the last twelvemonth the French have created a new naval station, that of the 
* Mozambique, the Coast of Madagascar, the Persian Gulf, and the Red Sea” (independent of the Admiral in 
China), under the command of an officer whose head-quarters are at Bourlon, isa proot that they have no intention 
of diminishing the number of their cruizers in these waters. A few months will, in all probability, settle the 
question whether French factories are to be established in Abyssinia or not ; and if they are to be, the following 
statistics snd remarks as to the Slave Trade here (with which [shall close my observations), may be possibly of use 
in enabling their Lordships to judge of the resu!ts :— 

The trade may be divided into two branches ; one caused by the transfer of domestic slaves from one port on 
the Arabian coast to another ; the other, by the importation into Arabia of recently captured negroes from as far 
south as Zauzibar, allalong the Abyssinian shore to Suakim, in latitude 19° north, longitude 37 east. Since the 
“ Pelorus ” reached Jeddah, not a week has passed without the arrival of from two to three buggalows with slaves on 
board ; of these I have only seen two instances where the slaves were in confinement, but more may have escaped 
my notice. Onno occasion when I have boarded them have the owners of the buggalows denied that their cargo 
was slaves ; indeed, the trade seems perfeetly legal here ; and apparently there isa great demand for them, as they 
never remain long in the slive-markets of Jeddah, where the price of girls from twelve to twenty years of age 
averages 25 dollars, and boyssomewhat less. At Berberah, where an immense trade is carried on during the fair, 
which lasts from the beginning of October to the end of March, prices are less, and able-bodied men can be 
obtained for goods which would cos* 15 dollars in Euroj e. 

Their Lordships can therefore judge of the advantages to be derived by purchasing slives here, in preference 
either to Mozambiqne, or such distant places as the Kingsinill Islands, and Pu'o Way, to which island the French 
have lately resorted, and where they pay 60 dollars a-!:ead for Malays. 

With rezard to the domestic slaves, it is but justice to the Turks to say that after a few months of captivity, 
the former seem to care very little for their situation, and, as far as I have seen, are treated with great humanity 
and kindness by their masters. Still, when Her Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops” first arrived here, slaves occasionally 
escaped from the town, and sought refuge on board her ; and [ have no doubt a considerable number would, in 
the course of time, have claimed the protection of the British flag, had not a difficulty arisen as to their reception 
on board the East India Company’s steamer “ Assaye” during the absence of the “ Cyclops,” since when none 
have presented themselves. 

he total number received by the “Cyclops” was twenty-three, of whom five are now on board the 
“ Pelorus.” 





[ have, &e. 
(Signed) F. BEAUCHAMP SEYMOUR. 
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No. 293. 


Vice- Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 72.) 
Sir, “ Indus,’ at Port Royal, April 6, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Styx,” reporting the capture, on the 21st and 22nd March, of a schooner 
under Spanish colours, and a ship, without name or colours ; the former on suspi- 
cion of being engaged in the Slave ‘Trade, and the latter with being fully equipped 
for the Traffic. 

The seizures were made jointly by the “Styx ” and “ Jasper,” about sixty miles 
from Havana; Commander Vesey’s present letter merely reports the facts in a 
general way, but a more detailed statement will be sent to their Lordships 
hereafter. 

The “ Jasper.” convoying the ship, arrived at Port Royal on the 4th instant, 
and the forms and proceedings necessary for the condemnation of the latter in the 
Nice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica have since been commenced. 

L beg to inclose an extract from Lieutenant Pym’s letter of proceedings, and 
have to acquaint their Lordships that as soon as the “ Jasper” is again ready for 
sea she will return to her cruizing-ground on the north side of Cuba, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 293. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Styx,” at Sea, March 22, 1858, 

ON the 16th of this month I wrote to you from Matanzas, informing you of my arrival there, and 
acquainting you with our proceedings before that date. 

On that day the “ Forward” joined, and having coaled her, 1 sent her to cruize off Cardenas and Cay 
Piedras; she is now there, and I am happy to say that her commander reports the boiler serviceable. On the 
21st 1 boarded an American barque, and received information that 2 ship was to sail that day from Havana, 
cleared tor Marseilles; that she was equipped for the Slave Trade, and had no name, but would hoist Spanish 
colours. The same evening I sighted the “Jasper,” and whilst communicating with her, brought-to two 
Spanish schooners, and decided on detaining them for having casks on board. One I seeured, and she goes 
into the Havana to-day ; the other filled whilst the boat was going to her, and escaped in the dark. TI having 
to pick up two boats I sent the “Jasper” in chase, but she returned at 12, after an unsuccessful search. 
then directed Lieutenant Pym to assist in cutting off the ship. 

Daylight this morning discovered us both in chase. Strange ship showed Spanish colours, but though 
fired on by both ships held on till 9 a.at., when she hove-to. Lieutenant Pym was the first on board, when 
the captain threw his colours overboard, and had no papers. She is fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and 
has about 2,000 doubloons on board. I have placed an officer and prize crew on board, and have directed 
Lieutenant Pym to take the money on board, and convey her to Port Royal, as she is a large vessel, and I 
cannot spare many hands. 

I cannot speak too highly of Lieutenant Pym’s zeal and energy on this and every other occasion, and, 
though we are Joint captors, as he was the first on board, I think it but right to let him put her through the 
Court. I shall go in and land the men taken out of the prizes, and then cruize between Havana and 
Piedras Cay. I shall be at Matanzas on the 12th April, and as the “ Jasper’? will not now require provisions 
1 shall, if possible, remain here till her return. Every 10th day of the month, I shall try and be near the 
rendezvous, ten miles north of Matanzas. We are all healthy, but I think that the “ Jasper” ought to have 
her magazine cleared before her return. 

1 am happy to say that our prize is most valuable. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 293. 
Lieutenant Pym to Commander Vesey. 


(Extract ) “ Jasper.” Part Royal, April 4, 1858. 

March 21.—WEIGHED from the entrance of Matanzas, and stood out to sea. 140 P.m., 
observed Her Majesty’s ship “Styx.” 5 p.st. communicated with ditto. ‘“ Styx’’ detained a schooner under 
Spanish colours, and sent her to Havana. Received information from Commander Vesey, of a full-rigged 
ship. fitted for the Slave Trade, that was to sail that morning from Havana. Monday 22nd, made sail, and 
stood to the north-west to cut her off. 5 a.s., observed a ship on weather beam, fired 2 blank gun, and tacked 
in chase, Shipped screw, and proceeded under steam and sail. 7 o'clock observed Her Majesty’s ship 
“Styx.” 9°20, after one blank gun, and seventeen rounds with shot, chase hoye-to. Boarded her, and re 
possession, having found her fully equipped tor Slave Trade. Received on board, from prize, 2,100 doubloons ; 
sent 37 prisoners to the “ Styx,” retaining 4 on board. Received orders from Commander Vesey, to convey 
prize to Port Royal. 4 p.. made sail. 24th, took prize in tow. 5-20 vp... shipped towing-hawsers, 
and proeceded in chase of suspicious-looking sail. 7°10, in taking prize in tow her flying-boom caught our 
mizen-mast, and carried it away. Got mast on board and cleared wreck. At 9 a.a., last night, took prize in 
tow, and arrived in Port Royal Harbour, this day, Sunday, April 4, 1858. 





No. 294. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) April 7, 1858. 

THE “ Basilisk,” ‘“ Styx,” and the four gun-boats named in the margin,* wil 
remain under the orders of Commodore Kellett, and | have instruc,‘ him to keep 
them actively employed in cruizing round Cuba for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

The “Leopard” will, [ trust, be amply sufficient to afford any protection 
requisite along the whole coast of Central America. 

The United States’ steamer “Susquehannah” arrived at this port from Grey - 
town on the night of the 5th instant, having on board ninety-two cases of yellow 
fever. I inclose for their Lordships’ information copy of a letter addressed to me 
on the subject by her captain, and [ beg to acquaint you that I did not hesitate to 
place the naval hospital at his disposal, for the reception of such of the sick as the 
medical officer in charge might desire to send there. Six officers and sixty-seven 
men were landed yesterday morning. with the assistance of boats from Her Majesty’s 
ships: two of the men have since died; but, with the exception of some eight or ten 
more of the worst cases, the deputy medical inspector of the hospital is hopeful that 
the remainder will recover. The deaths, previous to the ship’s arrival here, amounted 
to three officers and nine men. 

The ‘*Susquehannah” proceeded to Kingston this morning to coal, and 
Captain Sands’ present intention is to proceed forthwith to one of the northern ports 
of the United States for change of climate. 

I am happy to state that the town of Port Royal and Her Majesty’s ships 
in harbour are quite healthy. 

April 8, 1858. 

1 am glad to be able to state that Dr. Kinnear reports the sick of the ‘* Susque- 
hannah” to be progressing favourably, and that their removal to the hospital seems 
to be attended with the best results. 

The “Susquehannah ” will leave this day for New York. Captain Sands applied 
to me for the assistance of a medical officer, and as Mr. Rose, Assistant Surgeon 
(who was supernumerary in the “ Devastation,” for passage to join the survey of 
Lundy Bay), very laudably and immediately offered his services to proceed in the 
“Susquehannah ” from hence to New York, I have authorized his doing so. Mr. Rose 
will afterwards join Commander Shortland at St. John’s, New Brunswick. 





Inclosure in No, 294. 
Captain Sands, U.S.N., to Vice-Admival Sir H, Stewart. 


i “ Susquehannah,” off Port Royal, April 5, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you with the arrival of this ship under my command, at this port, under 
very unfavourable cireumstances, having a sick-list on board of upwards of 100 cases, 92 of which are casos of 
yellow fever. May I respectfully ask, in the name of my Government, if at all admissible, whether some 
fifty of the more aggravated cases would not be allowed accommodation in your hospital ? It is all important 


: * « Jaseur,” “Jasper,” “ Skipjack,” “ Forward.” 


Cuass A. 3 C 
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that we should have some 300 tons of coal put on board, as speedily as possible, in order to enable us to reach 
some port in the United States at an early period. In the furtherance of this you will confer a favour upon 
me by atfording us the necessary facilities for obtaining the desired amount. 
I am, &e. 
(Signed) J. R. SANDS. 





No. 295. 


Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 88.) 
Sir, “ Indus,” at Bermuda, April 23, 1858. 

I WAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 19th and 
25th ultimo on the subject of the Slave Trade ; and with reference more particularly 
to the directions contained in that of the 25th ultimo, I have desired Commodore 
Kellett to take an early opportunity of sending an intelligent officer to the Caymans 
with a view to ascertaining what foundation there is for the report that assistance is 
rendered by the United States’ Consul, and by the small vessels belonging to those 
islands, to the Cuban slave-traders, and to send a report thereon direct to you for 
the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

2. Lam glad to say that I have anticipated the wishes of the Earl of Malmes- 
bury (as communicated in a letter from the Under-Secretary of State, dated 17th 
March), by having already stationed every available vessel to cruize for the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade that the other exigencies of the station left disposable. 

3. But, with regard to his Lordship’s desire that the Commanders of the 
cruizers should be directed to communicate as often as possible with Her Majesty’s 
Consular Officers on the Coast of Cuba, and more particularly with the Consul- 
General at the Havana, I beg to observe that [ have hitherto considered it objec- 
tionable, and have discountenanced their frequenting the ports and harbours of 
Cuba more than was absolutely necessary for occasional communication, and for 
the purpose of obtaining supplics. My reasons for doing so are stated in the accom- 
panying extract from a confidential communication I addressed to the Consul-General 
on the receipt of your letters already referred to; but their Lordships will observe 
that, in obedience to the Earl of Malmesbury’s suggestion, and in deference to 
Mr. Crawford’s experience, I have now furnished him with a confidential Memorandum 
addressed to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s cruizers, which will enable him to 
make his own arrangements for keeping them furnished with all the information he 
may possess. 

4, Their Lordships’ directions that an abstract should be sent for their infor- 
mation, of the log-books of the four gun-boats employed on the coast of Cuba, for 
each cruize, shall be attended to; but as the Lieutenants in command of these 
vessels are wholly without clerical assistance, and have already numerous books 
and accounts to keep, in addition to attending to thcir executive duties, I have 
desired the Commodore to continue to receive from them the copy of the log as 
heretofore, and to cause the abstracts to be made out, and transmitted from his 

‘office. 

5. With reference to the arrangements for coaling and victualling the gun- 
boats and other vessels employed on the South Coast of Cuba, [ reported to their 
Lordships in my letter of the 22nd of October last, that the “ Columbia,” with her 
engines and machinery out, would make a suitable depot to place in one of the 
ports-on the north side of Jamaica. The proposition was approved of by your 
letter of the 11th of November, 1857, and during the past winter the “Columbia” 
has been fitted for that purpose. However, upon the arrival at Jamaica of the 
ship captured by the “Styx” and “Jasper,” it occurred to me at once that it 
would be a pity that so fine and. serviceable a vesse! should be broken up; that 
being on the spot, in sound condition, newly coppered, capable of holding from 
600 to 700 tons of coals, in addition to a proportion of provisions and victualling 
stores, she was far better adapted: than the “Columbia” for the purposes of a 
depét, and with this additional advantage, that being fully found in rigging, sails, 
and stores of every description, she would always be available as a sea-going trans- 

ort, if required: the difficulty also of the “ Columbia’s” passage from Halifax to 
amaica was a consideration in her favour. Under all circumstances, therefore, I 
deemed it for the benefit of the service to notify to the: Registrar of the Vice- 
Admiralty Court, that upon the prize’s condemnation, I desired, on behalf of their 
Lordships, to take her into Her Majesty’s service. I inclose the copy of a. letter: 
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I addressed to Commodore Kellett on the subject, prior to my departure from 
mre and trust that my proceedings in this matter will receive their Lordships’ 
approval. 

i 6. The “ Columbia” will, under this arrangement, remain at Halifax for 
disposal, as originally contemplated. I am inclined to think that it may be found 
advantageous to retain and make use of her as a floating depét in that harbour; 
but on this subject 1 will report more particularly after my arrival at Halifax. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 295. 
Vice-Admival Sir H. Stewart to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Extract.) April 15, 1858. 

THE packet from Mngland arrived this morning, bringing me copies and extracts of your letters to the 
Foreign Office, in which you state the very great increase which has been going on in the Slave Trade, and the 
number of negroes known to have been landed in Cuba. You also insist strongly on the expediency of our 
cruizers touching frequently at Havana, in order that you may communicate whatever information you possess 
respecting the movements of the slavers, Ke. 

Tam fully aware that success must, in a very great measure. depend upon good and timely information, but I 
am very anxious that our cruizcrs should not go into Havana oftener than may be obviously necessary, and this 
for various reasons: the erews are exposed to sickness, the knowledge of there being “spreads,”? and Havana 
is a pleasant and somewhat seductive place, and in that view might possibly interfere with the cruizing zeal and 
activity of some of our vessels, We have now seven steamers, ée., three corvettes—* Basilisk,” “ Styx,” 
“ Buzzard,” and four gun-vessels, stationed round Cuba—in fact every disposable vessel is devoted to that 
service. The Commanders have orders to avoid ports as much as may be, and not to go into Havana without 
good reason, but they may go off the harbour, and communicate with you by boat. 

Your experience entitles your opinion to every respect and consideration on this important matter, and if 
you shall desire any change in these instructions to the cruizers, or any alteration in their several positions and 
stations, | shall be happy to hear from you and to pay every possible attention to your suggestions. — But as 
considerable time must elapse before T can hear from you, T inclose a confidential Memorandum addressed to the 
commanding officer of each or any of the Cuban cruizers, which you will make use of according to the cireum- 
stances of the moment, and your own judgment and decision. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 295. 
Confidential Memorandum. 


“ Devastation,” at Bermuda, April 15, 1858. 
IF Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana considers it of importance that vou shall communicate forth- 
with with himself, or should he make any decided suggestion to you as to change of position or cruizing-ground, 
T have to desire that you endeavour to give immediate effect to his wishes ; but you are not on any account, 
short of necessity, to continue in the harbour of Havana beyond forty-eight hours, and you will report your 
proceedings in detail to the Commodore at Jamaica. f 
(Signed ) HOUSTON STEWART, Vice-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 
To the Captain or Commanding Officer of any of 
Her Majesty's ships cruizing on the Coast of Cuba. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 295. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to Commodore Kellett. 


(Extract.) “ Indus,” Port Royal, April 6, 1858. 

1 HAVE this day written to the Registrar of the Vice-Admiralty Court, to inform him that upon the 
condemnation of the ship captured by the “ Styx ” and Jasper” on the 22nd ultimo, I have determined, on behalf 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to receive her under the provisions of the Act 2 and 3 Vict., 
cap. 73, for Her Majesty’s service ; and I have requested him, on my departure, to place himself in commu- 
nication with you on the subject of her transfer. In accordance with the views I have already expressed to you 
in conversation, I propose that this ship (which is caiied the ), should be fitted as a depot for coals 
and provisions,and placed in the port of Lucea for the supply of Her Majesty’s ships cruizing on theSouth Coast of 
Cuba, in lieu of the “Columbia,” which will not now be sent from Halifax to Jamaica. 1 have the fullest 
confidence in leaving the details of this arrangement to your judgment, subject to any alterations which experience 
may point out to be desirable. It should be kept in view that this ship may be taken at any time hereafter to 
convey supplies from Jamaica to detached squad-ons or ships at a distance, and that therefore the whole of her 
rigging and apparel should be carefully preserved and kept in store ready for such emergency. 


SEEN EEE ERS 


3C2 
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No. 296. 


Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 13.) 
Sir, * Tnaum,” at Jamaica, May 10, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that Her Majesty’s gun-boat ‘‘ Forward” captured a 
schooner on the morning of the 16th of April, in latitude 23° 45’ north, and longi- 
tude 82° 15’ west. 

Mr. Rowlett, second master of the “ Forward,” was placed in charge as prize- 
master; he arrived here with her on the 3rd instant. The vessel has been put 
into the Vice-Admiralty Court, and will be adjudicated upon on Friday next, the 
14th instant. 

The name on the stern of this vessel is “ Cortez,” of New York, but she had 
neither colours nor papers when boarded, and she was in every respect fitted for 
the Slave Trade. No specie has yet been found on board, the cargo not having 
been disturbed. 

She is a handsome schooner of about 120 tons, well found and fitted, recently 
built, and would, from her size and sailing qualities, which are very good, make a 
much more efficient vessel as a tender to “ _Imaum” than the “ Cuba,” which, now 
that we are about to have a coaling depét at Lucea, north side of Jamaica, will be 
kept continually running through the ports. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 








No. 297. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald. 


Sir, Admiralty, June 15, 1858. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, extracts from the log of the proceedings of Her Majesty’s gun-boat 
“Jaseur,” between the 17th February and 14th May last, whilst cruizing off the 
coast of Cuba, showing the names of the vessels boarded by her during that 
period. 

T am, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 





Inclosure in No. 297. 


Extracts from the Log of Proceedings of Her Majesty's Gun-boat “ Jaseur,” eruizing off the 
Coast of Cuba. 


February 23, 1857.—Chased and boarded Spanish schooner “ Filis,” from Batabano to Manzanilla. 

March 3.—Examined the “ Ensenada de Cortes,” anchored off Pirate’s Lagoon. 

March 25.—Observed a schooner standing towards the land. Weighed, chased, and boarded Spanish 
schooner “ Desengano,”’ bound to Trinidad. 

April 27.--Observed a sail to leeward. (Got steam up, chased, and boarded an American brigantine, 
“James Davis,” from New York to Cienfuegos. 





No. 298. 


Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 22.) 
Sir, “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, May 26, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Commander C. Vesey, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Styx,” reporting his proceedings on the North Coast of Cuba, and 
containing information on the subject of the Slave Trade in that island. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 298. 


Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Styx,” Havana, May 7, 1858. 

ON the 27th April I had the honour of writing by “Forward” to inform you that I had taken the 
“ Buzzard” under my orders. I have since seen Commander Peel, and find that he will not have finished at 
Lobos before the 20th of this month, as the vessel with stores had not arrived from England. 

After that date the “ Buzzard” will cruize between Bahia Honda and Cape Antonio, and L have directed 
Commander Peel to purchase sufficient bread at Matanzas to last out his other provisions. 

In this island the Slave Trade is being carried on with the greatest activity, the large price given for slaves 
(from 1.500 to 2,000 dollars) offering every inducement to risk eapital. Numbers of vessels are fitting at 
Havana, and I believe also that there are many at Sagua, Cardenas, and the other small ports. 

In Havana one Company alone owns fifteen vessels; the schooner “ Cortez” (taken), brigantine ‘ Mary 
Elizabeth,” barque “Venus,” brigantine “ St, Andrew,” afore and aft schooner, and a black barque with skysail 
yards, being among the number. 

They employ an American called A. 8. Smalley to purchase their vessels at New York, and I expect him 
down soon with one. On his arrival another American is put in as master, and clears for Annabon, on the 
Coast, with passengers and cargo. 

The sealed letter, Custom-house clearance, and charter-party are in the same handwriting, and are forged. 
The passengers are the Spanish captain and crew, who only look after the slaves, as the Americans navigate the 
vessel. The cargo is for slaves, the ground-tier being water-casks, and the upper generally aguardiente. This is 
the plan with this Company. and I dare say the others pursue one somewhat similar. ' 

Single slavers are never fitted out, the risk being too great, but they calculate on great profits by running 
one clear out of a certain number. 

Mr. Cabargos, the ship-chandler, supplies all slavers fitting out at Havana, and officers going to that place 
ought to be on their guard against him, as he is always scehing to obtain information about the ecruizers. East 
Regla is the fitting ground at Havana. 

Slavers, when leaving Havana, stand right over to Cay West, and then work up along the Florida reefs, 
keeping close into the white water until they get to Caryfort reef, when they consider themselves sate ; they 
ial round the Matinilla reef into the Atlantic. 

8 far as T can learn, homeward-bound slavers have a landing-place, named, on each side of the island, that 
they make take advantage of cireumstances. 

These places vary, but slaves are generally landed at the cast and west end, and among the cays in the Old 
Bahama Channel. ‘The most favourite place is between the Isle of Pines and Cape Antonio, Cortes Bay in 
particular, The “ St. Andrew,” coming home in about two months with a cargo of 600 slaves, will land either at 
Sierra Morena, on the north side, or between Siquanea Bay and Cape Antonio. 

This vessel left Havana the same morning as the “ Brunswick.” The United States’ steamer “ Fulton” 
went out at the same time, and kept between the “ Brunswick” aud * Sf. Andrew” (which vessel was under 
American colours). ‘ 

T cannot undertake to prove that Lieutenant Almy knew what the “S/. dadrew” was, but Iam told that he 
might have known if he had wished. 

On the 12th and 16th of last mouth two vessels landed slaves at Ortigosa, near Bahia ILonda, the Civil 
Guard helping to dispose of the cargo. On the 27th a ship offered 40,000 dollars to the authorities at Bahia 
Honda for permission to land, which was refused. An abandoned schooner has also drifted on shore, having 
evidently had slaves on board, and a vessel arrived yesterday, having landed her cargo, ‘Chese cases have been 
represented to the Captain-General by Her Majesty’s Consul-General, and are now under investigation. 

I have now some most important information to communicate to you, and whilst doing so beg to say that 
though I fully believe it myself, yet I may have been deceived, and therefore would caution any officer against 
pon upon it too hastily, as the consequences of a mistake would be most serious. The information is as 
follows :— 

In about a fortnight a steamer of about 600 horse-power will leave a port in the Gulf, and come into 
Havana, under Mexican colours; her name is the “ Gascolquos” (?). At Havana a Lieutenant Hardy will 
take command, and she will leave the harbour under Mexican colours, but when outside will hoist an American 
ensign and broad pendant, having her men dressed in white, and passing as an American man-of-war. This 
man Hardy is said to be a desperate character, and to have formerly commanded the United States’ ship 
“Preble.” He was cashiered during the Mexicau war for having called out one of the American Generals, and 
has a commission signed by President Polk. His commission is either false or void; but he walks about at 
Havana wearing an American uniform, and apparently has plenty of money. 

I shall use every endeavour to fall in hh this vessel and capture her; but as she may escape, I think 
that information ought to be sent to Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of Afecica. 1 cannot find out to 
what port she is going, but from the Line to the Congo is the most likely ground for her to take. 

This scheme is so bold as almost to appear incredible: but slaves must be had in Cuba; and I told you, 
Sir, before, that at Havana I had stood by a slaver whose flying boom was pointing to the Custom-house door : 
that vessel was the “ Cortez,” taken by the “ Forward” on information furnished by me to. Lieutenant Davies. 

I have also received information from Her Majesty's Consul-General relative to the importation of 
Yucatan Indians into this island, who are in reality only slaves, and the Spanish steamer “ Mexico,’ with a 
cargo, arrived two days ago. To detain this vessel Baa, be a delicate matter, as it touches our coolie trade, 
and also the French African emigration. I shall, therefore, do nothing until I have consulted Mr. Crawford, 
though I think I might put her through the Courts under some of the circumstances mentioned in Article X 
of the Treaty with Spain for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 1 should be glad to have some instructions 
regarding this matter, as I believe that the taking of these Indians has something to do with the disturbances 
in Yucatan, and that it will soon have to be noticed by the British Government. 

The American trade in this part of the world has increased enormously, American vessels being the rule 
and English the exception ; and the low freights which Americans take drive other nations out of the market. 

As most of the slavers regarding whom we have information run under American colours, we are obliged 
to bring-to many vessels of that nation, otherwise our cruizing would be worse than useless. This has given 

iven great offence to the American press; and, on the strength of their leading articles, the masters of 
merican merchant-ships are refusing even to hoist their colours to us, declaring that we have no right to 
make them do so. I always insist on its being done, firing blank cartridge to enforce it ; and, in cases where 
I have reason to suspect the vessel, I examine her papers, always offering to note it in the log. This is always. 
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refused ; the master declaring that he will report us, and generally most abusive language is used to the 
boarding officer. 

You will perceive, Sir, that these circumstances place the commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers in a most 
delicate position. 

To put down the Slave Trade properly they must board American vessels, and it is done under page 17 of 
the Instructions ; but those Instructions are so vague, and throw such a weight of responsibility on officers’ 
shoulilers, that many men will not undertake it, and, in consequence, numerous slavers escape. 

Further, the officer who does his duty never knows the moment when he may be called to account, and is 
subject to all kinds of abuse. 

Tn this ship we have boarded nearly fifty American vessels, and, if I had followed out the instructions 
literally, and written to you every time a complaint was made, my time would have been fully oceupied. 

The Americans are determined to resist our examining their vessels, and I write to you thus fully in order 
to place the matter before you as clearly as I can, and to express a hope that Her Majesty’s Government, in 
the ae of its being brought before them, will take into consideration the very diffieult position in which we 
are placed. 

By may conclude by stating my belief that in six months all slavers will be running under American 
colours, and I inclose a list of those suspected, to prove that what I say is well founded. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 


P.S.—I have just received a communication from Her Majesty’s Consul-General, informing me that the 
Japtain-General of Cuba has remonstrated against the pinnace of Her Majesty's ship “ Buzzard” going into 
Sagua Harbour and examining vessels in Spanish waters ; also, that a Spanish war-steamer is about to start 
immediately for that place. 

I shall send Commander Peel instructions to withdraw his boat immediately. 

c. V. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 298. 
List of Vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 


BRIGANTINE “ Alarcia Tubon,” of Bucksport, American; red streak, green-house on deck, abatt; 
fitting at Kio Sagua. 

Brigantine “ Mary Elizabeth,’ American, has sailed; black, with red streak ; brown house abatt; deep ; 
captain American ; hes four Spanish passengers ; papers forged in the same handwriting. 

Barque “ Venus,’ American; painted ports; eaptain a Dutchman; has a sealed letter, with name of 
vessel, and direeted to Annabon ; has about thirty persons, five of them Spanish; passengers with passports ; 
sealed letter und Custom-house clearance ; also charter-party in same handwriting, and forged ; crew ought to 
be mustered; captain has been in California chain-gang. 

Schooner “ Balti nore,” fore-and-att rig, with a house abaft, American; black, with a red streak ; captain, 
a tall American. 

Brigantine “ St. Andrew,’ American; expected in about two mouths. 

Barque, with skysail-yards; black and rakish. 

Schooner “ Blooming Youth,” tore-and-att rig American; black, with yellow streak. 

Brigantine “ William Montague,” American, 167 tons. 

Topsail schooner “ Bromsvilla,” American ; trunk-house abaft; very rakish. 

Pleo brig; black mast-heads ; red streak ; probably Spanish colours. 

Barque ; black, with red streak. 

Schooner “ Cortez,’ taken ; had American colours. 





No. 299. 
Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ° “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, May 26, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Lieutenant Henry Davies, 
commanding Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward,” detailing the circumstances of 
the capture of the schooner “‘ Cortez,” off the North Coast of Cuba, on the 16th of 
April, and to acquaint you that the said schooner was condemned in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court at Jamaica on the 14th instant, being fully equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

By the Havana papers there appears to be some question as to the legality of 
the seizure of this vessel, but by the advertisement inclosed, their Lordships will see 
that she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 299. 
Lieutenant Davies to Commodre Kellett. 


» “ Forward,” Port Royal, May 26, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report, that when cruizing off the Havana, on the 16th April, at 5 a.at., I sighted 
a topsail schooner, about six miles on the lee-quarter, standing towards us. 

I continued on the same course until she ueared us to three miles on the lee-beam, when I kept away, and 
got up steam. During this time the schooner made sail, manceuvred, altered course frequently, and was so 
suspicious in ep a that I determined upon boarding her. After a chase of one hour and a-half, I 
hoisted the English colours, and fired a blank gun: chase showed American colours, and hove-to. cf 

She proved to be the “ Cortez,” from Havana. Upon boarding her, a person represented himself as the 
master ; showed me some papers, which I considered to be irregular, but he refused to deliver them into my 
hands. The crew rushed and hauled down the flag, and destroyed the papers. 1 then, as previously, informed 
them that 1 intended to take them to an Amerian man of war, when they all denied their being of any nation ; 
also the existence of any papers. 

The papers that had been shown to me were observed to be thrown into the sea, by Daniel Wakeham, and 
could not be recovered. No papers were found during the search for them which immediately occurred ; 
therefore I detained her. On searching the vessel 1 found her fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

The nature of the papers could not be ascertained, as the person representing himself to be the master 
would not give me more than a glance at them before destroying them. Ko one would acknowledge to be the 
master after detention. 

I then put Mr. Rowlett, second master of Her Majesty’s ship “Forward,” on board, with a crew, and 
sent her for adjudication to Jamaica. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY DAVIES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 299. 


Advertisement. 
May 25, 1858. 
For Sale by Public Auction. 


AT the whart of Messrs. De Pass, Albergas, and Mitchell, on Friday the 28th May instant, at 10 o’clock, 
the several urticles undermentioned, being the cargo of the schooner “ Cortez,” nation unknown, seized by 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Forward,” and condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court, for having been engaged in the 
Slave Trude. 

78 quarter-easks, and 
40 hogsiieads rum 
2 barrels sugar 


10 barrels salad oil. 
1 box vermicelli. 
7 barrels beef. 


| tn bond for exportation 
only. | 


1 hogshead and 3 quarter-casks red wine. 6 barrels pork. 
1 octave wine. | 5 muskets, 
2 octaves vinegar. | 1 bag bulless. 
70 barrels rice. 33 tin buckets, 
51 barrels bread. 6 wooden ditto. 
2 barrels and 12 bags peas. | 1 barrel herrings. 
3 sacks salt. | 1 box sago. 
7 kegs lard. 1 box medicine. 
3 bags tobacco. | 1 keg nails. 
2 bags corn. | 1 iron boiler and frame complete.* 
1 bag sarsaparilla. | 98 water-casks. 
1 bag wooden spoons. | 1 lot firewood. 


5 drums codfish. | 3,091 feet lumber. 
3 barrels wheat flour. 


Terms of sale :-—A deposit of 251. per cent., to be forfeited in case of non-completion of the contract, 
and payment of the balance within six days of the purchase, previous to removal. 
) (Signed) HENRY MAXWELL HALL, 
Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica. 





No. 300. 
Vice- Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


‘, (Extract.) “Indus,” at Bermuda, May 22, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that | have arranged to await the arrival of the next mail 
here (due on the 8th June), immediately after which I shall proceed with the 
“Indus” and “ Devastation ” to Halifax. 

The ‘“ Devastation” will then continue on to Newfoundland, for the protection. 
of the fisheries round that island, and on the coast of Labrador. 


* Regular slave-coppers. 
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I shall also man the ‘‘ Netley ” tender, and employ her on the same service. 

I have acquainted their Lordships, in former letters, that | had ordered both 
the ‘* Atalanta” and “ Arachne” to join me on this part of the station as soon as 
they could be spared from their present stations; but I learn by the branch packet 
which arrived from St. Thomas’ last night, that, in consequence of the continued 
disturbed state of affairs in Mexico, the “ Atalanta” was still off Vera Cruz on the 
5th instant, and likely to remain there, and that the ‘‘ Arachne” was still detained 
off Santo Domingo. és 

I have received detailed accounts from Captain Dunlop, of the “Tartar,” of the 
state of affairs in Venezuela, and am glad to observe that copies of his letters to me, 
dated respectively April 19 and 23, and May 7, have been transmitted direct to you 
for their Lordships’ information. 

The “'Tartar’s” arrival at La Guayra was most opportune, and, as far as | 
can form a judgment after only a hasty perusal of the whole of Captain Dunlop’s 
correspondence, | am of opinion that he has acted with judgment and discretion 
throughout the whole of his proceedings. 

Commodore Kellett informs me that he has reported, in his letter to you of the 
10th instant, all the particulars connected with the capture, on the 16th ultimo, of 
the schooner “Cortez ” by Her Majesty's gun-boat ‘ Forward,” which he then had 
received. Commander Vesey, of the “Styx,” writing, however, from off Havana on 
the Ist instant, states that, in consequence of Lieutenant Davies having omitted to 
send an important witness in the case, he had dispatched the “ Forward” herself to 
Port Royal. Commodore Kellett would, therefore, be enabled to obtain and furnish 
a full report on the subject. 





No, 30}. 


Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. 111.) 
Sir, “ Indus,” at Bermuda, May 22, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the copy of a letter, with three inclosures, which I have just received 
from Consul-General Crawford with respect to the Slave Trade in Cuba. 

The limited stay of the packet does not permit me to remark at length upon 
the subject at present, but | would wish to draw attention to the plan submitted 
by Mr. Crawford to the Earl of Malmesbury, as the one which his experience points 
out as likely to be the most effectual for preventing the landing of siaves from 
Africa. 

1 concur with Mr. Crawford in thinking that the present number of our cruizers 
on the coast of Cuba (which, however, is larger than it has been for a considerable 
time past) is inadequate to produce any lasting result ; but I see no possibility of 
being able to increase the force round Cuba with due regard to the other pressing 
exigencies of the station. On the contrary, having reference to the present disturbed 
state of affairs in Venezuela, in British Honduras, in Mexico, in St. Domingo; to 
the necessity of a ship occasionally visiting Colon and Greytown ; to the desire of 
their Lordships that his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica should be afforded 
the means of proceeding to the Caymans, and of visiting the outports of his govern- 
ment; and also to the necessity of having one or two ships to the northward, for 
the fishing duties during the summer ; it will scarcely be possible to keep the seven 
vessels which are now cruizing for the suppression of the Slave Trade constantly on 
that service. 

With regard to the complaint of the Captain-General of Cuba relative to the 
rank of the boarding officer from Her Majesty’s ship “Buzzard,” and to his 

roceedings at the port of Sagua, Commander Peel will be called upon to report 
ully. In the meantime, I shall call attention to the General Order in force on this 
station, that, in all particular cases, the boarding officer is not to be under the rank 
of a Lieutenant. 

Their Lordships are aware that, in the gun-boats or other vessels commanded 
by Lieutenants, this duty devolves on the second officer in command, who, in the 
gun-boats, is a second master; and it occurs to me to suggest, not only with refer- 
ence to this particular, but also to the occasional necessity of sending an officer 
away in charge of a prize, that each of these vessels should be allowed a mate in 
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her complement, in addition to a second master. It has been suggested to me that 
the gunners might be removed, and replaced by gunners’ mates ; | see no objection 
to this, provided my suggestion for the appointment of a mate be favourably 
entertained. . 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





No. 302. 
Commander Vesey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Styx,” Havana, May 29, 1858. 
IN compliance with the instructions, I have the honour to inclose a copy of 
my letter to Commodore Kellett, C.B., reporting the cases of vessels boarded under 
suspicion of trae’ assuming the flag to which they were not entitled. 
I have called off Havana for the express purpose of sending it by the first 





opportunity. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 302. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 
Sir, “ Styx,” off Havana, May 27, 1858. 


IN compliance with my Instructions for the Suppression of Slave Trade, sec. 5, pages 11 and 17, I have 
the honour to inclose reports of vessels boarded under suspicion of fraudulently assuming a flag to which 
they were not entitled, and who have threatened to report the circumstance to their respective Governments. 

The American schooner “ N. B. Borden,” of Fall River, was boarded on the 21st March, and I made no 
opacal report at that time, as the master parted apparently on good terms with us, even offering a present to 
: e boarding officer; and it is only Some the American papers that I have been made aware of a complaint 

eing loiged. 

I had made no special entry about her, and the officer who boarded her being at this time away in a 
prize, 1 am, unfortunately, only able to give his verbal report to me. 

I have to remark that from the number of vessels I have strong reasons to suspect, I am obliged to be 
continually boarding, and the work is so harassing that I can only spare one officer, and one petty officer at a 
time as a witness ; and further, that from the number of vessels fallen in with, it would be ae impossible 
for me to send a special report in each case. I therefore only send reports of those cases where vessels have 
threatened to complain; and I beg leave to state that the utmost moderation has been observed by me in these 
cases ; a trustworthy officer being sent, the instructions strictly complied with, and, in all cases, an offer made 
to note in the log all that has occurred. , 

I believe that a combination has been entered into at Havana by the masters of American merchant- 
vessels for the purpose of getting one of the commanders of the _ cruizers removed, and thereby 
deterring others from boarding suspected vessels bearing an American flag. They believe that, if successful 
in this, they will obtain the whole of the slave-carrying trade to Cuba, and reap enormous profits with impunity. 

That vessels are now running under the American Lap Ba proved by the schooner “ Cortez’’ (detained by 
the “ Forward’) having on board an American flag, which she hauled down, and also having an American master. 

Also, within the last week, the brigantine “ Huntress,” of Charleston, from Matanzas, was chased in 
among the reefs off Key West: she was detained there for violating the customs laws, when her master 
deserted, and she was then found to be equipped for the Slave Trade. I have also before sent in a list of 
suspected vessels, nearly all under American colours, but most of whom in reality have false papers, and 
belong to Spaniards, From what I have ascertained since I have been here, I can state with confidence that 
in a short time nearly every slaver will run under the protection of the American flag, and that it will be 
almost impossible for Her Majesty’s cruizers to detain them, as they will all clear with legal cargo stowed 
over the other. 

‘From the great increase in the American West India trade we are brought in contact with vessels of that 
nation much more than formerly, and the position of the commanders of vessels cruizing is rendered very 
ifficult. 

In stating my own case, I have only to say that I wish to carry out my instructions faithfully, and have 
always endeavoured to perform this disagreeable duty with the utmost moderation : the best — that I can 
offer of my having done so, is by showing that on this cruize 1 have boarded 116 vessels, 61 of them Americans, 
and that one of the complaints is from a vessel whose master made nothing of it at the time, and another is 
from a vessel which was brought-to, but not boarded. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





Crass A. 3D 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 302. 


Report. 


IN the case of the American schooner “ N. B. Borden,” of Fall River, bound from Matanzas to Savannah, 
with molasses. Boarded March 21, 1858. 


At 11:14 got up steam to chase several suspicious-looking vessels, being in-shore. 

At 8 p.M., a rakish schooner, under a press of sail, answering the description of one suspected, attempted 
to cross our bows and get to windward, she being on the port tack. Fired two blank guns in succession, on 
which she hoisted American colours, but still kept on in a most suspicious manner. Fired two shotted guns, 
in succession, under her stern, on which the schooner hove-to. Sent on board Mr. Nicholetts, mate; one 
Lieutenant being sick, and the other recovering from a fever. 

On Mr. Nicholett’s return, he informed me that the master asked him what we meant by firing those 
“ God-damned balls” across his stern, and thereby frightening his family : that he had returned a civil answer, 
and told the master we had mistaken his vessel for another, and that no annoyance was meant ; that the master 
at first was much excited, and said that he could eat our boat’s crew, but afterwards calmed down, and forced 
some cigars upon hinv as a present. 

The “ N. B. Borden ”’ was not detained more than five minutes. 

(Signed) C. VESEY, Commander. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 302. 
Report. 


IN the case of the “ Mobile,” American schooncr, of New York. Boarded April 29, 185s. 


Extract from log, April 29, 1858 :— 

At 1:30 p.M., trimmed: 2, bore up to close a schooner ; fired a musket to make her show her colours: 2°5, 
fired a musket; schooner showed American colours; fired a musket ball-cartridge to make her heaye-to: 2°15, 
fired a musket ball-cartridge ; schooner shortened sail. 2°20, fired a musket ball-eartridge ; schooner partly 
hove-to. Boarded the American scooner “* Mobile,”’ of New York. 

The captain of schooner was very insulting to boarding officer. Ihave the honour to inclose the boarding 
officer’s statement, and have to remark that I can rely upon his discretion and command of temper. 

The “ Mobile” was boarded in consequence of her very suspicious movements, and the tall aanbitiins were 
fired by the gunner of ship, in my presence, he having strict orders from me to fire high. She was not struck 
by them, and had no men aloft at the time. 

T was unable to bring her to without firing, as our steam was not up, and the breeze strong : she would not 
shorten sail, though I waved, hailed, and squared the main-yard several times. 

She had so much way on when boarded that our boat was damaged. Our colours were flying for more 
than half-an-hour before she was boarded, and could easily have been seen. 

Detained ten minutes, partly by her own fault. 

(Signed) C. VESEY, Commander. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 302. 


Lieutenant Goold to Commander Vesey. 


Sir, “ Styx,” at Sea, May 25, 1858. 

IN compliance with your orders on the 29th April last, between the hours of 2 aud 3 p.m, I proceeded in 
the cy a cutter to board the American schooner “ Mobile.” 

I beg to represent that a delay of several minutes was caused by the captain of the “ Mobile’ not keeping 
his vessel to the wind, and thereby giving the cutter a much greater distance to pull than necessary ; and no 
rope or any assistance was offered to the boat on going alongside, although the schooner was moving very fast 
through the water. 

The moment the eutter reached the “ Mobile ’’ I climbed up the side by the rigging-plates, and jumped on 
board: I asked one of the crew if I could see the captain, whom he pointed out to me standing abait then 
went to him with the boarding book, and asked the usual questions put to captains of merchantmen. His 
answers were made in a very disrespectful manner, and very loud tone of voice, although I was close to him; 
aud he made several impertinent remarks quite uncalled-for, and thought the steamer was a “ God-damned 
pirate ;”’ and that he had | been fired into, which I denied. I told him that our main-yard had been squared, and 
the ship hove-to for several minutes, and several blank musket-charges fired to call his attention, and a cutter 
manned ready for lowering ; that he must have known we wished to communicate, and he ought to have brought 
his vessel to, but, from continuing his course, and apparently taking no notice, a rifle-ball was. fired seventh bs 
te Taal and wide ; this he declared was false, and said, had he the means: of returning it, he would, 
e od!’ 

. I then said I should be glad if he would quietly show his papers, and requested him not to cause more 
delay than necessary for their examination. At first he ap sarel to hesitate in producing the documents, and 
Irepeated the request. He then went to his cabin, and made several more remarks connected with the ship, and 
said we had no authority to bring him to. - 

I followed him inte his cabin. He opened a tin-box containing his papers, and handed them to me. He 
then said he supposed I took him for a “ God-damned ” slaver, which he had been formerly, and would be again, 
but guessed I wae mistaken this time. He then became so enraged that he could not speak, stamping on the 
deck, and one of his children ran to him erying, and requested him to be quiet. I told him it was impossible to. 
examine his papers whilst his behaviour was such ; and aftera few minutes’ more delay, I continued the exami- 
nation. [eing quite satisfied that they were correct, I laid them on the table, and told him he had caused much 
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delay ; all that was required could have been done in five minutes. Hesaid he did not believe we were a man- 
of-war. I told him to look at the pennant. He said he did not care a “damn:’” he would hoist one himself. 
I told him ifhe did I would haul it down. 
T was about to return to the boat when he ordered the mate to fill immediately, but he did not obey the 
order until the cutter shoved off. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. HY. GOOLD. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 302. 


Report. 


IN the case of the American brigantine “ Tanner,” of Brook Haven, hailed 14th May, 1858. 


Extract from log :— 

At 1:30 p.m. trimmed, drew the fires forward, and got the steam up: 2°30, shortened sail and proceeded in 
chase of a brigantine ; altered courses requisite in chase: 4°30, passed a Spanish line-of-battle ship and two 
frigates steering to the westward. Brigantine showed American colours; fired a blank cartridge to make her 
heave-to: 4°40, fired a shot astern: 4°45, fired a shot: 4°50, brigantine hove-to: 5, spoke the brigantine 
“Tanner,” from New Orleans to Boston. . 

Remarks :—When first observed she was under easy sail: our colours being shown, she shortly afterwards 
hoisted the American flag, and made sail, apparently endeavouring to escape. 

The breeze being strong, she gave us a long chase to windward, and took no notice of our blank cartridges. 
A shotted gun was then fired, when she hauled down her main-topmast staysail, but hoisted it immediately. 
A second shot sent nearer made her heave-to. 

Sie was detained ten minutes from the time of her heaving-to. I did not board, as I saw white women on 
board. 

(Signed) C. VESEY, Commander. 





No. 303. 
' Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Indus,’ at Bermuda, June 7, 1858. 

I REQUEST you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that, on the 27th of May, I first read in the American newspapers the great excite- 
ment which prevailed in New York and Washington, on the subject of the alleged 
illegal proceedings of Her Majesty’s steamer “Styx,” in particular, and of our 
cruizers on the coast of Cuba generally. The same day I sent off the “ Devasta- 
tion,” and directed Commander Wake to deliver the despatches, of which copies 
are inclosed, to Commanders Vesey and Peel, Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Com- 
missioner at Havana, and a letter for Commodore Kellett, at Jamaica, to be 
forwarded from Havana. 

2. I also judged it expedient to dispatch a lieutenant of the “ Indus” direct to 
Lord Napier, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, with all the information I 
possessed on the subject, copies of what I had addressed to the above-mentioned 
officers, and the assurance that no fresh orders of a more stringent character had 
been issued to the commanders of our cruizers, since 1 took command of the station. 
Lieutenant Clarke, of the “Indus,” left Bermuda on Sunday morning, the 30th 
ultimo, in a schooner bound to New York, as a private passenger, with instructions 
to deliver the despatch to Lord Napier at Washington, and then proceed to Halifax, 
and there await the arrival of the “ Indus.” 

3. Commander Vesey has always given it to be understood that he depended 
mainly upon information, and acted accordingly in his endeavours to suppress the 
Slave Traffic; | cannot believe that he has himself boarded all vessels in the 
neighbourhood of Cuba indiscriminately, or allowed the cruizers under his orders 
to a0 so: but until the return of the ‘“ Devastation,” I am unable to afford their 
Lordships the requisite information. 

4. I transmit herewith copies and extracts of the latest letters I have received 
from the ships stationed on the coast of Cuba, mporeng their proceedings. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART, 





3D 2 


388 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 303. 


Orders issued to Commander Vesey. 


Memo. “Indus,” at Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 

Il SEND you herewith a copy of the Bermudian newspaper of the 26th instant, containing extracts 
from the American newspapers relative to the proceedings of the British cruizers on the coast of Cuba; and in 
consequence of the statement therein made, you are to furnish me with full particulars as to your proceedings ; 
and you are particularly to state whether there are any grounds, and what, for the complaints made by the 
masters of the American vessels, as set forth in that newspaper. It is my direction that you observe the 
strictest caution in carrying out the service you are now employed upon; carefully avoiding giving any just 
cause of complaint. 

I transmit to you herewith a confidential memorandum to each of the seven cruizers stationed off Cuba, 
which you are to have forwarded to the respective commanders. 

(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART, 
Viee- Admiral and Commander-in-in-chief: 





Inclosure 2 in No. 303. 
Orders issued to Her Majesty's Cruizers on the Cuast of Cuba. 


Memo. “ Indus,” at Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 
HAVING observed in the American newspapers that very serious complaints have been made to the 
United States’ Government, of the boarding and detention of many vessels of the United States by the British 
cruizers stationed off Cuba, and of several whilst at anchor in a Spanish port, I deem it proper, however unfounded 
or exaggerated these statements may be, to caution you, in the strongest terms, to be most careful to avoid 
giving any just grounds of offence ; and especially to observe strictly the instructions, as per margin,* as to 
the manner of boarding vessels carrying the American flag ; as also to see that the rank of the boarding oflicer 
be not below that of a lieutenant, or that he be the officer second in command of the boarding vessel ; and that, 
whilst zealously performing their necessary duties, they do so with temper and gentlemanlike forbearance. 
With respect to the complaint of vessels at anchor having been boarded and searched, I need hardly remind 
British officers that the flag of the country is equally sacred in the smallest, as it is in the largest, of a 


nation’s harbours. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART, 
Vice-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 


N.B.—This Memorandum was sent to the commanders of Her Majesty’s steam-sloops “ Basilisk,” “ Styx,” 
and “ Buzzard,” and of the gun-boats “ Jasmin,” “ Skipjack,” “ Jasper,” and “ Forward.” 








Inclosure 3 in No. 303. 
Vier-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to Commander Vesey. 


Dear Captain Vesey, Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 

I SEND the “ Devastation” off to you in consequence of the somewhat alarming accounts of your late 
nines as set forth in the American papers, and in order that I may have your own account of the real 
facts as speedily as possible. You will see by the Bermudian newspaper of the 26th instant, the chief 
features of the charges against the “Styx” in particuar, and our Cuban cruizers generally ; but I understand 
from Mr. Crawford that it was the “ Buzzard’s’’ boat which was alleged to have boarded all the American vessels 
rs anchor in Sagua la Grande, and not the “Styx,” as stated by Captain A. Gage, of the barque “ W. H. 

handler.” 

I cannot believe it possible that Peel can have committed this irregularity. You will at once see the 

ropriety of being most cautious not to afford the smallest grounds for just complaints. Our cousins at New 
Fork and Washington seem disposed to look very jealously at our earnest and honest endeavours to stop the 
Slave Traffic; and whilst our cruizers do their duty firmly and fearlessly, they must, nevertheless, act with all 
possible regularity and circumspection. 

I write a few lines to Mr. Crawford, and when you have an opportunity you can show him this note, as 
well as the confidential orders I send for all the cruizers off Cuba. 

Let me have the “ Devastation” back again as soon as you possibly can reply to my wish for information ; 
she can coal either at Havana or Matanzas. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 303. 


Orders issued to Commander Peel. 


emo. “ Indus,” at Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith extracts from a letter from the Captain-General of Cuba to Mr. Crawford, 

Her Majesty’s Consul at Havana, complaining of vessels having been ded in: the port of la Grande, 

and of Mr. Crawford's reply. It is my direction that,you furnish me with a full explanation, and an account of 


* Sect. 1, page 2, and sect. 6, page 15, of the General Instructions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade.. 
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your proceedings ; and I have to caution you strictly to avoid any occasion for complaint, by paying the utmost 
attention to the terms of Treaties, and instructions, as per margin,* as to the proper mengures to be observed in 
boarding any vessel carrying the American flag. 
(signed) HOUSTON STEWART, 
Vice-Admiral and Commander-in-chief. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 308. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to Cunsul-General Crawford. 


Dear Sir, Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 

I SEND the “ Devastation” down to Captain Vesey, in order that I may have accurate information from 
himself respecting the operations of the “Styx”’ and other cruizers off Cuba. ‘The American papers are loud 
and very angry, and contain several statements and complaints by masters of American vessels, as having been 
detained and searched by British men-of-war, and by “Styx” in particular. I have not a doubt that there is 
much of falsehood and exaggeration in these complaints and histories, but you will at once see that matters are 
seriously viewed by our kind cousins at New York ani Washington, that our Government had been officially 
appealed to, and anaval force sent down to the Cuban waters. Iam glad of the latter circumstince, if the 
Commodore be a man of judgment and temper, as I think the conduct of our cruizers will then be certain of 
obtaining an impartial construction. Peel’s boarding and searching vessels at anchor in a Spanish port is the 
worst part of our case, if the Captain-General’s account to you be correct. I have called on him to report 
fully on his prooceedings, and I have mentioned in a confidential cautionary memorandum to each of the 
officers commanding cruizers, that it cannot be necessary to remind them that the flag of a country is equally 
sacred in the smallest, as it is in the largest, of a nation’s harbours. 

I hope you will concur with me in feeling the necessity for the strictest caution aud circumspection, and 
that you ilk rather endeavour to moderate than to excite the zeal of our officers in performing the very delicate 
and unpleasant duties at this moment devolving upon all who are employed in and abant Cuba. 

I write in haste, and hope to have the “ Devastation ”’ back here again as soon as possible. 1 wait the mail 
from England, due here on the 8th proximo, and thereafter proceed to Halifax. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HUUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 303. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to Commodore Kellett. 


(Extract.) Bermuda, May 27, 1858. 

I HAVE only time to send you a copy of the Bermudian newspaper, and to tell you that I sent the 
“ Devastation”? down to Havana to bring me reliable information from Vesey himself, and Mr. Crawford. I 
also send you copy of a confidential Memorandum I have directed to each of the Commanders of eruizers, as well 
as copy of a private note to Vesey. 

Pass certain you will see the propriety of making our officers observe the strictest caution, and endeavour- 
ing to conform to law. 

Peel’s boarding and searching in a Spanish harbour, if true, is the most ugly part of our case. Lies and 
gross exaggeration, I have not a doubt, are the leading features in all the complaints. 

It is somewhat curious that the cumbrous notice taken of our simply doing our duty by our fellow-creatures 
at Jamaica, in the matter of the “Susquehannah,” should figure in the same columns with this most warlike 
angry effusion of Jonathan on the alleged proceedings of our cruizers. 





, Inclosure 7 in No. 303. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


(Extract.) “ Styx,” off Havana, March 23, 1858. 

YESTERDAY I wrote to you by “ Jasper,” informing me of the -detention of a Spanish schooner, with 
casks on board ; and also of a ship, name and nation unknown, but fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and 
with a large sum of money on board. As I was much pressed for time tepid only tell you our movements, 
and was unable to enter into details ; I will, therefore, do so now. J found much diffieulty in procuring water 
at Matanzas, as the heavy weather ag ag our boats going up the river, and, as the sis was detained in 
consequence, I went to Havana by train for the purpose of communicating with the Consul-General and 
obtaining information relative to the Slave Trade. TI also visited the Governor of Matanzas, and the captain 
of the port, and communicated with them on the subject. I am informed that the Spanish men-of-war have 
released 7,050 slaves within the last year, and that five detaimed vessels are now lying in Havana. : 

The Spanish men-of-war are nearly all laid up now, in consequence of the hard work, and the Slave Trade 
is going on more actively than ever. : 

‘An American brigantine sailed from Havana last week; an American barque and brigantine, a Spanish 
barque and brigantine, are now fitting out, besides others, I believe, of which I have no information. That all 
this can be done without the know] of the Spanish authorities is impossible ; and of the open manner in 
which the ship captured by us and the “Jasper” must have been fitted, you can judge when you see her. 
I think there are no. slavers fitting at Matanzas, as the captain of the port is against it: he is a most 
energetic man. Vessels, of course, fit in the smaller ports, but we know little of them. 

On the south side the importation of slaves is. cessing at St. Jago de Cuba, as planters are selling off and. 


* Sect.. 1, 2,.and sect. 6, page 15, of General Instructions for Suppression of Slave: Trade.. 
page 
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leaving in consequence of the frequent earthquakes. On the north side slaves are landed at St. Juan de los 
Remedios, at the cays in the Bahama Channel, and at Sivisa Cay, in the Colorados; but, of course, many slavers 
land where they can, and it is all good cruizing-ground. 

Small slavers, I believe, land their own cargoes; larger ones, like our capture, at neighbouring cays, 
whence they are brought in droghers. Landing the * Bozals,” as the new slaves are called, is a difficult 
matter; for the country people come down and carry them off, and the importers are afraid to claim them, as 
they have no papers to ice, and as the Government would seize on a slave that could not speak Spanish, A 
good slave is now worth 1,500 dollars, and a household one, 2,000 dollars. 

I find the best cruizing-ground about here to be on a line drawn from Havana to a point about thirty-five 
miles north of Matanzas. Vessels going through the Florida’ Channel fetch up along that line with the 
prevailing wind, and they cannot kuow of your whereabouts. Ten vessels would hardly be enough to board 
all vessels that pass here, and our men have hard work night and day, Our quarter boats are of a wrong 
description, and should be light whale-boats, with plenty of sheer, easy to be hoisted up. 1t requires all hands 
to hoist our cutter up at night, when blowing fresh, and I have to use a small and bad gig. Ilaving two large 
prize crews away, I am coming in here to land the prisoners, forty-one in number ; for, if we detained another 
vessel, the number would be inconvenient. I also have good reason to believe that 1 may obtain useful 
information, as 1 have a prisoner who ean do service. 

I think it my duty to inform you that the crew of the ship captured state that if the gnn-boat had 
attacked them aloxe they would have resisted ; and I fancy that, if a small vessel attempted to detain them, 
they would wait till the boats came alongside, then fire upon them, east them adrift, and bear up in the 
confusion ensuing. Such a plan is quite feasible, and our prize could easily have beat boats off, her sides being 
so high. 1 therefore think that commanders of gun-boats should be warned that cither the first or second in 
command remain on board their own ship till their prize is secured, and to have their pivot gun in action; in 
fact, not to board large vessels too earclessly, or they will get punished through their boats. 

I trust you approve of my sending the “ Jasper” to take care of such a valuable prize. I should have 
hesitated, but it was necessary to have her magazine cleaned, and T should have had to remain in Matanzas 
with her to receive her powder. Bad weather and incessant chasing prevented my examining her accounts 
whenever we met, and L had intended having her and the “* Forward” at Matanzas on the 12th for that 
purpose, and, if necessary, to make them up. I think it right to say that I consider that the arduous duties 
of the second master, as boarding officer, and haying to navigate in narrow waters like these, render it almost 
an impossibility that he can keep the accounts. 

24th. At daylight Her Majesty’s ship “ Brunswick” came in, and I waited on the Captain-General, in 
company with Captain Ommanney. I also landed the prisoners, as 1 was too late to get pratique last night. 

I have put the schooner into Court, and it will be brought in justifiable detention, but she will not be 
condemned. Mr, Crawford detained me that I might give evidence, and 1 therefore sail at 4 p.m., taking my 
prize crews back. 

T have been alongside a beautiful schooner ready for sea, and hope to intereept her; her flying-boom is 
nearly into the Custom-house door—a proof that they do things boldly. 

The name of the eaptain of the ship captured is Just. She belongs to the greatest slave-dealer in 
Tlavana. and cleared with S00 barrels of rum for Marseilles. Iam much indebted to the Consul-General for 
information. 





inclosure 8 in No. 303. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


(Extract. ) “ Styx," off Havana, April 17, 1858. 

THERE are at present about nine slavers in Havana, but they do not seem inclined to start ; all but two 
are under American colours, and they seem generally to go to Cay West to take in the cargoes for the coast. 

T am able to obtain much information at Havana, which may or may not be useful, and I therefore shall 
use my own discretion about calling there. I generally communicate by boat, and shall never go in except 
when necessary. 

Matanzas is a bad port, but most healthy place, and I therefore shall allow the vessels under iy orders to 
look in at long intervals to obtain supplies, as I am sure the cruizers will be better for a little occasional 
relaxation in their very arduous duties, and I trust, Sir, that you will find that I am acting for the good of the 
service by these arrangements. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 303. 
Commander Vesey to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


“ Styx,” at Sea, Lat. 23° 21' N., Long. 31° 23' W., May 1, 1858. 

IN compliance with instructions received from Captain Hay, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Indus,” 1 have the 
honour to a you that I have taken Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard,” under my orders, and have directed 
Commander Peel to meet me at the rendezvous on the 20th of May, by which time the “ Buzzard”’ will have 
finished at Lobos Cay. , 

Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward” has detained the “ Cortez,” a beautiful schooner of about 170 tons, 
and fully equipped for the Slave Trade. , . : 

Lieutenant Davis having omitted to send an important witness in the “ Cortez,” I have dispatched the 
“Forward” to Port Royal, which act I hope will meet with your approval. ; 

The “ Cortez” has been anxiously watched for more than a month, and I had been under her bows whilst 
she lay off the custom-house at Havana. : 5 

She passed this ship in the night, and if the wind had not been light would have escaped the “ Forward, 
as she is said to be the fastest vessel that ever left Havana. ; 

The barque “ Venus’ had been watched for some time, and I had certain information that would have 
condemned her. ' 
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Hearing that she had sailed, I ran up the Florida Channel, whilst she went up the Old Bahama, and was 
seen by the “ Bnzzard.””’. Commnader Peel, however, could not have taken her. 

Slavers are running in greater numbers, and the trade was never so active as now; it is, however, very 
difficult to detain the American vessels, and many give us the slip. 

I have written to Commodore Kellett all the information gained by me, which I suppose he will send you. 

The vessels under my orders are very healthy, and when I can procure vegetables I serve out an extra 
allowance, as we seldom get fresh beef. 
4 I _ this letter by Lieutenant Thomas, in the hope of its reaching you before the “Indus”? leaves 

ermuda. 


I have, &e. 





(Signed) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 10 in No. 303. 
Lieutenant Murray to Commodore Kellett. 
( Extract.) “ Skipjack,” April 15, 1858. 


ON the morning of the 7th, sighted Cape Cruz, and found “ Basilisk,” in company with whom 
proceeded to work to the eastward ; but light as, with a strong lee current, prevented our making much 
progress. 

In the evening, observing a brigantine steering an unusual course, chased under sail, and, the repairs of 
the engines being completed, lighted the fires. 

At the second blank gun the brigantine hung up an English ensign in the rigging, but not heaving-to 1 
ran alongside and desired her to do so, and after repeating the order three times, could get no other answer 
than, in Spanish, “No entiendo que dice ;” on hailing in Spanish, I could get no intelligible answer, and as 
night was falling, and he still refused refused to heave-to, 1 directed a shot to be fired between his masts, on 
which she rounded-to, and, boarding her, I found her to be the “ Olive,” of Quebee, with a French crew, and a 
master who spoke English imperfectly, and who professed to believe that 1 had shown Spanish colours, and 
hailed in Spanish. 

Upon examination I found her to be correct, and was sorry to find that the shot had damaged her main- 
mast, in respect to which the master, though he complained greatly, was constrained to allow that the fault 
was entirely his own. 





No. 304. 


Commodore Wellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 24.) 
Sir, **Tmaum,” at Jamaica, June 9, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, an attested copy of the decree of condemnation 
in the case “'The Queen against a certain schooner or vessel called the ‘ Cortes,’ 
nation unknown, &c., taken and seized by Her Majesty’s gun-boat ‘ Forward.’ ” 

I have put a request into the Vice-Admiralty Court that time might be given 
to obtain their Lordships’ wishes as to this vessel being retained in Her Majesty’s 
service, as a tender. She has the reputation of being very fast. [ inclose the 
report of the condition. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEULETT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 304. 


Decree. 
In the Viee- Admiralty Court of Jamaica. 

AT a Court holden at the town of Saint Jago de la Vega, in the Island of Jamaica, on Friday the 14th 
day of May, in the year of our Lord 1858, before the worshipful Bryan Edwards, Esquire, Judge and Commis- 
sary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, lawfully constituted and appointed. 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the schooner or vessel called the ‘ Cortez,” nation unknown, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, taken and seized by Henry Davies, Esquire, 
Lieutenant and Commander of Her Majesty’s steam gun-boat “ Forward.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Heslop, Attorney-General, referred to the monition heretofore 
brought in, duly executed, and also to the affidavit of Jabez Henry William Rowlett, second master of and 
belonging to Her Majesty’s steam gun-boat “ Forward,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the registry of 
this Court, and to the application of Henry Kellett, Esquire, Commander of the Bath, the Commodore and 
senior naval officer at the time on this station, of date the 12th day of May, 1858, also remaining in the said 


registry. 

The Judge at his petition having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion ax Counsel on behalf of 
Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel “ Cortez,” nation unknown. 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been at the time of the seizure thereof 
equipped tor and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroesor others, for the 
purpose of consigning them to slavery, and as such, by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and 
provided, or otherwise, subject and ‘Table to forfeiture an1 condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 


392 BEPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS, 


her heirs and successors, and condemned the said schooner or vessel “ QOortez,’” nation unknown, her tackle, 
pparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, and brought to Jamaica pees 
_ And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said gc! or vessel should be 
broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be sold in separate parte, as in 
by law in such case made and provided, on or after the 1st day of July, in the year of our Lord 1858, unless 
in the meantime the said schooner or vessel shall be taken into Her Majesty’s service, upon payment of such 
sum as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall deem a ag price for the same, there being at 


pres on this station no officer authorized to determine whether the said schooner will or will not be required 
for Her Majesty's service. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 304. 
Commander Grant, &c., to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, * Imaum," Jamaica, June 9, 1858. 

IN pursuance of your order, we have this day been on board the prize schooner pe eet re Her 
Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward,” and having carefully examined her hull, &c., as to her capabilities of being 
converted into a cruizer in Her Majesty's service, the following is the report of our proceedings. 

She is built of American oak, up to the shelf-piece ; her kelson is also American oak ; her beams are pitch 
pine, with the exception of two, which are oak, their size being 5} inches by 10. Her ceiling is American oak 
up to the bilge, and pitch pine from the bilge to the shelf-piece. ‘She is partly copper-fastened (the butt-bolts 
only) ; the remaining bolts are of iron and wood. Her copper outside is half worn, and she requires several 
new sheets on her bottom, which, in our opinion, will necessitate her being hove down. Her masts are 
yellow pine, aud are very good; her rigging and spars are also good; and we beg to suggest the followin 
alterations, as tending to strengthen her for the purpose of carrying a 82-pounder 25 ewt. gun amidships, an 
a howitzer on each side—6 additional stanchions for her deck, anda fore-and-aft carling about 12 inches square, 
to support the deck where the gun rests; iron knees on alternate beams, as the beams at present are only 
dovetailed and bolted to the shelf-piece ; and also a breast-hook forward. 

With these main altvrations, and a few minor ones, we consider her to be well adapted for the service, as 
n sea-going tender, 

We have, &c. 
(Sigued) 4. J. GRANT, Commander. 
JOSHUA WHITING, Master. 
JOHN JONES, Supr. Master. 
WILLIAM HAYMA N, Carpenter. 
Her Majesty's ship “ Imaum.” 
JOHN JOHNSON, Carpenter, Naval Yard. 
Her tonnage, computed by customs’ admeasurement, is 109 tons. 


(Signed) H. K. 





No. 305. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Indus,” at Bermuda, June 8, 1858. 
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your letter of the 3rd of May, 
with copy of one addressed to you by the Under-Seeretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, dated the 24th of April. : 

I have also, by the same packet, received despatches from Lord es but as 
the vessel proceeds forthwith to St. Thomas, I have only time to inclose, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a confidential 
order which I have addressed to Commanders Vesey and Phayre, and to all the 
officers commanding cruizers round Cuba; and I have directed the “ Styx” to join 
my flag at Halifax. 

I trust their Lordships will approve of the above order, which, under present 
critical circumstances, I have judged it prudent to issue. 

It is my intention to send an officer with despatches to Lord Napier, by the 
first merchant-vessel leaving Bermuda. I shall now await the return of the 
“ Devastation ” from Cuba, before proceeding to Halifax. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure in No. 305. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H, Stewart to Commander Vesey. 
“ Indus,” at Bermuda, June 8, 1858. 


Sir, 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith of a letter from the Secretary of the Admi dated the 8rd of 
May, and received this day, deloskiy copy of ons addressed to him from the cory: i and it is my 
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positive direction, that unless you have and reliable information, or very strong grounds for suspicion, that 
the flag is fraudulently assumed, Ee ae abstain from any pth wae with vessels carrying the 
American colours. 

You will immediately communicate this order to every cruizer under your orders, and to any of Her 
Majesty's vessels you may fall in with. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





No. 306. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“Indus,” at Sea, Lat. 40°11’ N, Long. 62° 57' W., 
) June 21, 1858. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 7th instant, relative to affairs on the coast 
of Cuba, and inclosing copies of orders I had sent by the “ Devastation” to the 
commanders of cruizers stationed round that island, 1 beg you will acquaint thé 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that the “‘ Devastation” rejoined my flag at 
Bermuda on the 15th instant; but as Commander Wake did not succeed in commu- 
nicating with the “ Styx,” [ am unable to furnish their Lordships with Commander 
Vesey’s statement as to the illegal acts ascribed to him; but from the “ Styx’s” 
boarding-list, [am apprehensive that he has not limited his visits to such vessels 
any of which he had received information, or had good reasons for suspecting to be 
making a fraudulent use of the United States’ flag, and, if so, he certainly has 
disregarded his instructions, and caused much embarrassment. 

In reply to a Memorandum I addressed to Commander Peel, copy of which was 
inclosed in my letter to you of the 7th instant, calling for an explanation of the 
statements made relative to his having boarded vessels at anchor at Sagua la 
Grande, I received by the “ Devastation ” a report on that subject from that officer 
(copy inclosed), transmitting the report of the boarding officer, by which I am 
grieved to learn that the statement is but too true; and in addition to the irregu- 
larity of the proceeding itself, it unfortunately appears that, of the twelve vessels 
boarded on the occasion referred to, all, with one exception, were Americans. 

I also inclose copies of two other letters | received from Commander Peel, on 
the subject of boarding American vessels, in which he denies the conduct imputed 
to him in some American newspapers. 

It is with much regret that I add, that with this Report I also received a 
letter from him, preferring three separate charges against the lieutenant of the 
“ Buzzard,” for having been drunk on the 8th and 29th of April, and 11th of May 
—the same officer to whom, on the 2nd of May, he entrusted the delicate and 
important duty of boarding all the vessels at anchor in Sagua (or Boca) la Grande. 

Mr. Otway, Her Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at Mexico, having repre- 
sented to me that he considered the presence of a naval force at Vera Cruz and 
Tampico absolutely necessary for the protection of British interests, I have directed 
Commodore Kellett to detach the “ Buzzard ” and one gun-boat to these places. 

In so far as | was acquainted with the circumstances on the 27th of May, 
derived solely from the perusal of some of the United States’ newspapers, I 
considered it expedient to send off the “ Devastation” that same day to the coast 
of Cuba, with orders to the commanders of cruizers to observe the utmost caution 
in visiting vessels suspected of fraudulently assuming a foreign flag, and enjoining 
them carefully to observe the terms of Treaties, and the Instructions for the 
suppression of Slave Trade, and calling for a full statement from Commanders 
Vesey and Peel of their proceedings. 

Lieutenant Clarke, of the “Indus,” left Bermuda in a fast-sailing merchant 
schooner for New York, on the morning of the 30th May, charged with despatches 
for Lord Napier, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, in which I conveyed to 
his Lordship copies of all I had written to the officers, and to Her Majesty's Consul- 
General at Havana. 

Had I then been aware of the extent to which, as it would now appear, the 
almost indiscriminate boarding had been carried on by some of our cruizers, and of 
the irritation thereby occasioned in the United States, | should probably have at 
once gone off myself in the ‘“‘ Devastation” on the 27th May; but Lord Napier’s 
despatches, dated 14th to 31st May inclusive, did aot reach me till the 8th of June, 
when I sent off, by the West Indian packet, fresh and more urgent oat 
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‘nstructions to all our cruizers, of which I also sent Lord Napier copies by a second 
officer dispatched to New York in the Governor’s screw-yacht “Siren,” which 
sailed from Bermuda on the evening of the 9th June. 

The ‘‘ Devastation ” had orders to return to me with al! possible dispatch so 
soon as the requisite information could be procured: it was, therefore, a to 
await her arrival, which did not occur till the 15th June, when the account Com- 
mander Wake gave me of his friendly interviews with the Senior Naval Officer of 
the United States, then at Havana, confirming, as it did, the conversation which 
Lord Napier reports. having held with General Cass, respecting the instructions 

iven to the American nasal officers, induced me to come to the conclusion that the 
interests of Her Majesty's service would be best forwarded by the exercise of the 
power authorized to a Commander-in-chief, by the Queen’s Regulations; and 
considering to be of very great importance that an officer of rank, possessed of 
good judgment and discretion, should immediately present himself off Cuba, and 
there remain so long as it shall be desirable, I sent the “ Devastation” off at noon 
_on the 16th instant, to Commodore Kellett at Jamaica, conveying to him a commis- 
sion as First Class Commodore, and addressing to him the orders and confidential 
letter of which copies are inclosed; and on the 17th an officer of the ‘“ Indus ” 
left Bermuda for New York, with copies of said orders, and letters for Lord Napier 
at Washington. : 

Commodore Kellett should reach Havana in the “ Devastation” not later than 
the 26th instant ; and it does not occur to me that I could have taken any readier 
mode of assuring the maintenance of our friendly relations with the United States. 
I might have gone down direct in the “ Devastation,” and so have reached Havana 
only three, or at most only four, days earlier than the Commodere; but I should 
have been there as an Admiral without force in a small steam-sloop, and could only 
have repeated the orders and instructions I had already addressed to the officers of 
the squadron, would have put myself out of direct communication with their Lord- 
ships (all my letters going to Halifax), and I must eventually have brought the 
Commodore to the coast of Cuba before I could quit it with satisfaction. : 

T have been thus particular lest their Lordships should conclude, with Lord 
Napier, that I “ was probably moving down to the coast of Cuba, with all the ships 
I could muster.” 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 306. 
Commander Peel to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


Sir, “ Buzzard,” at Sea, Lat. 23° 12' N., Long. 80° 5! W., June 5, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt: of your Memorandum of the 27th of May, together with 
extracts from correspondence between the Captain-General of Cuba and Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Havana, concerning a complaint made of vessels having been boarded in the port of Sagua la 
Grande, and beg to make the following report :— ; 

On the afternoon of the 2nd of May, on my way to Lobos Cay, for the purpose of landing there materials 
for erecting a lighthouse, I observed a large vessel lying just inside white water, and, supposing the vessel to 
be on shore, I immediately bore up for the purpose of rendering assistance had it been required. On closing 
the vessel I hoisted colours and anchored near aa distant about 400 yards, she being from two to three miles 
outside any cay, and at avery unsafe and exposed anchorage. The vessel having hoisted no colours, I sent a 
boat on board to ask the master if he would hoist them. He, in a most insolent manner, refused. The officer 
then returned to the “ Buzzard,” and reported to me what had occurred. I then went on board the vessel 
a accompanied by Mr. Akaster, master, when the refusal to hoist colours was still persisted in, and I was 
told by the master of the merchant-ship that “if I wanted to see them I had better go aft and see them on the 
deck.”’ This I, of course, declined doing. I then said, “As I see no Spatish flag on any cay, or Spanish 
authority to whom I can report you, 1 consider it my duty to make you hoist your colours ;” which, after a 
great deal of demurring, was done. She proved to be the “Clarendon,” of New York. At the moment of 
my leaving the “ Buzzard”’ to board the “ Clarendon,” two small cutter-rigged vessels were observed coming 
out from among the innumerable cays towards the “Clarendon,”’ both of which, on seeing a boat leave the 
“ Buzzard,” bere up. My suspicions being thus aroused, I directed Lieutenant St. Clair to bring them to and 
board them, when they proved to be laden with sugar, and having papers stating that it was for the “Claren- 
don.” The master of the “Clarendon” stated that it was not for his ship. : 

I must now inform you that I was at that time in possession of very good information of a full slaver 
being expected to land her cargo on some of these cays, and also that there was a vessel fitting out there for 
the Slave Trade, which latter vessel, to the best of my belief, is there at this instant, having up to the present 
time been unable to proceed to sea in consequence of the frequent visits of the “ Buzzard’’ off those cays. 

Two brigantines were also observed at anchor inside the outer cays, which I ordered Mr. Mourilyan, 
second lieutenant of this ship, to go in and examine, which he did, and at the same time, other vessels he 
found anchored near them, which were not seen from the ship, were also boarded. ° 
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Lieutenant Mourilyan, in his report to me (a copy of which I inclose), states that he was never warned 
that his boarding them was illegal, that he was told by some that they were twenty miles from Sagua la Grande, 
that no depredation of any kind was committed, that in one case only was seyiking touched, when on board 
one of the vessels the master himself produced a pom to bore into a sugar-box. 

I observe that the Captain-General has called the boarding a vessel under one of those cays, “a violation 
of territory, and a grave national offence.” Permit me to remark that, in many cases, these cays are but little 
more than sand-banks, with neither house, flag, nor anything to show to what nation they belong, and since, b 
running in under them, a slaver would be safe from a vessel of the “ Buzzard’s” draught of water, I thought it 
my duty to send boats to reconnoitre inside. 

In regard to the schooner said to have been fired at, the Captain-General must have been misinformed. 
She was not entering any port, but running between two cays; one shot was fired over her, but in no way near 
her ; and when the officer found that the passage was too narrow for the schooner to heave-to, he ceased firing. 
I beg to pe you that my cruizing-ground is from Matanzas to Cay Francis, in many parts of which it 
will be seen by the chart that it is impossible for a vessel of the “ Buzzard’s’* draught of water to approach the 
coast within a distance of from nine to nineteen miles. ‘ 

It is my firm opinion that many vessels engaged in the Slave Trade are fitted out under these cays that 
cannot be rage by cruizers: 1 may add that whilst I have frequently observed vessels at anchor within 
these sand-banks, I have never, within the limits of my cruizing-ground, found a Spanish flag flying, or any 
person of authority with whom I have been able to communicate ; consequently I have been unable to examine 
‘nany vessels within those cays which I have not the least doubt were engaged in some unlawful traffic. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 306. 
Lieutenant Mourilyan to Commander Peel. 
Sir “ Buzzard,” June 3, 1858. 


IN compliance with your Memorandum of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to report, that by instruc- 
tions seen from you on Sunday the 2nd May last, to board and examine the papers of vessels at anchor 
inside the cays (name unknown to me), I proceeded to do so, and boarded the vessels named below. I asked 
the usual questions as to where they were from, bound, and belonging. I also went below on board two or 
three, previously asking permission of the captain or mate. : 

On board the Spanish barque “ Joaquina Britoria,” I asked the captain if I might examine a case of sugar ; 
he gave me full permission, ai offered a gimlet for the purpose of boring a hole, which I did, and found it to 
contain sugar. 

The papers of all the vessels were stated to be with the Consular Agent at Sagua la Grande, about twenty 
miles inland. I ascertained the name of the anchorage to be Boca la Grande, and that the town Sagua la 
Grande was twenty miles up a river. 

I have also to state that I was warned by no person as to my pom biog illegal. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) W. H. S. MOURILYAN. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 306. 


List of the Vessels boarded on the 2nd of May, 1858. 




















: Name. Colours. Rig. 
8. T. Thurston or ..| American .. ..| Brig. 
Alruccabah .. oe ..| Ditto 6 .-| Brigantine. 
Thos. Acorn wn --| Ditto an ..| Ditto. 
Latle Rick .. aie "| Ditto a .~| Schooner. 
Maria Tribou ne .-| Ditto “se ..| Brigantine. 
C. F. O’Brien is .. | Ditto oe ..| Ditto. 
John A. Taylor ee .+| Ditto ae .. | Ditto. 
Joaquina Britoria .. ..| Spanish .. .. | Barque. 
Gratto se a ..| American .. .. | Ship. 
Marta Gilchrist . ..| Ditto $i .-| Brigantine. 
John Howe .. no ..| Ditto ve ..| Barque. 
W. H. Chandler ae ..| Ditto we .+ | Ditto, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 306.. 


Commander Peel to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


Sir, “ Buzzard,” Matanzas, June 6, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential letter of 27th of May, in which yow 
state that you observe in American newspapers that several vessels carrying the United States’ flag have been 
boarded unnecessarily. I beg to state for your information, that when I have boarded any American vessel at 
sea, I have always had my suspicions that she was not a legal trader, anu, at the same time, I have always 
ordered the boarding-officer to behave in a mild, courteous manner. No hatch has ever been touched, and the 
vessel never been detained longer than was absolutely necessary. The officer has also offered to put in their 

apers the time of detention, and by what ship detained, which no American master has ever wished to be 
one. 
. aay every American vessel that I have detained, the boarding-offiver has been treated with great 
incivility. 

Cepvciiling the vesse} now at Sagua, or near that place, I have very good information that she left Havana 
under Spanish colours, and that now she is at Sagua, flying American. By this you will observe that the flag is 
no criterion to judge what is a lawful trader. Her name is the “ Maria Tribou ;” and J am of opinion that more 
vessels leave Spanish ports on the coast of Cuba, concerned in the Slave Trade, under American colours, than 
do under the colours of any other nation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 306. 
Commander Peel to Viee-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


Sir, “© Buzzard,’ June 7, 1858. 

I HOPE you will excuse the liberty I have taken in writing a private note to you, but when | see such 
unfounded lies in a foreign paper, I consider it only justice to myself to clear my own character before my 
Commander-in-chief. 

The ship “ Clarendon” was in no port whatever ; the officer never proceeded to the cabin, or went off the 
quarter-deck ; he did not command, but only civilly asked for the colours to be hoisted ; the papers were never 
asked for; the “ Buzzard”’ never fired either blank or shot near or at the “Clarendon.”” Captain B., as he is. 
called in the paper, never asked me to go in the cabin, and no ofticer of the “Buzzard ”’ ever moved one inch abaft 
the mainmast. I had no pistol, nor any arm whatever besides my sword, which I never attempted to draw ; no 
force was used, nor did any foremast-man of the “ Buzzard ’’ ever go on board the said ship. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 306. 
Vice-Admiral Six H. Stewart to Commodore Kellett. 


a “ Indus,” at Bermuda, June 15, 1858. 

CONSIDERING that the present exigencies of the service on this station require that an officer of 
experience and great discretion should be charged with the duties of the senior naval officer off Cuba, I 
herewith transmit a commission appointing you Commodore of the First Class, and uire you to hoist 
your pendant in the ‘ Devastation,” and proceed with the utmost possible despatch to Havana, where you 
will consult with Her Majesty’s Consul-General, and use your best endeavours to maintain friendly relations 
with officers commanding Spanish and American ships-of-war. 

You are to use your own judgment as to when your presence off Cuba may be no longer necessary, or 
when it may be expedient for at to return to Jamaica; but your commission as Commodore First Class will 
eontinue in force until you 8 receive directions to the contrary from the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, or from myself. er 

I ar you to my confidential letter of this date, in which you will _ more detailed instructions. 

am, &c. 


(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 306. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to Commodore Kellett. 


r, a“ “ Indus,” at Bermuda, June 15, 1858. 
REFERRING to my previous letter of this date, directing you to proceed to the coast of Cuba, you are: 
immediately upon your arrival to communicate with every one of the cruizers, and instruct their commanders. 
sitively to abstain from any interference whatever with merchant-vessels carrying French or the United 
tates’ flag, except when, from the most reliable information, or on very strong grounds. of suspicion, there 
may good reason to beliewe the vessel to be not legally entitled to carry that flag; but as a general rule, 
with respect to the flag of America, their own men-of-war being now on the coast of Cuba, the duty of prevent- 
ing the prostitution of their national colours more. Lyte fl belongs to them. You are to endeavour by fair,. 
candid, and straightforward — to maintain our friendly. relations with the officers of the American navy, 
assuring them that wherever it shall be proved that any of our officers have been betrayed.by over-teal into 
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unjustifiable acts, there cannot be a doubt of the readiness of the British Government to discountenance the 
same, and to prevent its recurrence. You will distribute copies of the Admiralty’s confidential letter of 
17th May last, to such of the cruizers as have not yet received it. 

The “Styx” is to be sent immediately to join my flag at Halifax. I transmit herewith to you copy of 
a letter from Mr. tie Her Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary in Mexico, and in compliance with the 
request therein contained, you are to detach the “Buzzard” and one gun-boat to Tampico and Vera Cruz. 
The gun boat is to remain at Tampico; but in case of sickness, or when she shall be in want of provisions, she 
is to return to Jamaica. I have to observe, that being personally unknown to Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty's 
Consul at Havana, but entertaining, as I do at present, the impression that he may have somewhat over- 
stimulated the zeal of our commanders of cruizers, or, at least, have abstained from empoining due cireumspec- 
tion and caution, I would wish you to exercise your own independent judgment, after oaeiaine Mr. Crawford's 
views, which I cannot help suspecting to be somewhat different from those of Her Majesty’s Government 
respecting the suppression of the Slave Traffic. 

Mr. Crawford will communicate to you what has occurred between the Captain-General of Cuba and 
himself, respecting the distance from the coasts of that island, which the Captain-General desires that our 
cruizers should observe. Of course the terms of the Treaty must regulate our proceedings in this matter ; 
but I fear that, from his own showing, Commander Peel can scarcely be sustained in his assertion that the 
vessels which his boat boarded when anchored within the cays at Boca la Grande, or Boca de Sagua la Grande. 
were not entitled to be considered as within Spanish territory. 

You are to use your own discretion as to visiting other parts of your division of the station, and you are to 
keep me informed, at Halifax, of the proceedings of the ships under your orders by every possible Siegal 

The “Arachne” is tu be withdrawn from Santo Domingo, and sent to join my flag at Halifax, and, 
whenever it is likely to be necessary, you are to send one of the vessels under your orders to Santo Domingo, 
in order to see that the British subjects there are not in jeopardy from the effects of the civil war now prevail- 
ing in that island : but it does not appear necessary longer to station any one of Her Majesty’s vessels at Santo 
Domingo, and especially not a sailing vessel during the hurricane season. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





- No. 307. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Indus,” at Halifax, July 1, 1858. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 21st of June, relative to the Slave Trade on 
the coast of Cuba, and acquainting you that the ‘‘ Devastation” returned from 
Havana without bringing me any information from Commander Vesey, of the 
“Styx,” I transmit the copy of a letter addressed to Commodore Kellett by that 
officer, which I received by the West India packet on the 24th June, reporting his 
proceedings, and reporting what steps he had taken in consequence of the Captain- 
General’s complaint of vessels having been boarded at Sagua la Grande, by a boat 
from Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Buzzard.” Their Lordships will thus be in possession 
of all the information I have as yet received, with respect to the proceedings of the 
cruizers round Cuba. 

It is impossible not to acknowledge the zeal and activity shown by Commander 
Vesey: but [ am compelled to state, that had | been at all aware of the great 
extent to which it appears the boarding of vessels was carried by the “Styx” and 
“ Buzzard,” | side tae endeavoured, as quickly as possible, to check both 
Commander Vesey and Commander Peel. | 

, I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure in No. 307. 
| 


Commander Vesey to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


Sir, “ Slyz,”" Havana, May 9, 1858. 

IN a postecript to my letter of the 7th, I informed you that a complaint had been made by the Spanish 
authorities, about a boat of the “ Buzaard” having entered the harbour of Sagua, and boarded vessels in 
Spanish waters, in violation of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. ; 

In company with Mr. Crawford, the Consul-General, I waited upon General Concha, the Captain-General 
of Cuba, and expressed my regret that anything should have taken place which could give offence to the 
Spanish authorities, and assured his Excellency that I would take immediate steps to put a stop to it. I also 
requested his Excellency to refrain from further proceedings until I had heard from Commander Peel; and 
told him that, if necessary, I would go there myself as soon as it was possible for the “Styx” to pe to sea, 
but that as a Spanish man-of-war wae under orders for Sagua, I would, with his permission, send by her an 
order to the officer in comme nd of the boat, to withdraw from the vicinity of Sagua, and would also send 
instructions to Commander Peel. His Excellency was gpod enough to allow this, and then said that he bad 


never received information as to the English cruizers om this coast, in accordance with the terms of the: 


Veobared hid Hxeclleney that all Hoglish shipe of war on this coast were furnished with warrants, and 


rod 
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a the Spanish Government must have been informed of it, though it might not have Leen communicated 
to him. 

On leaving the Captain-General, I immediately dispatched an order to the “ Buzzard’s” boat to rejoin her 
ship, and also sent instructions to Commander Peel not to allow his boat to cruize, until he had communicated 
with me. 

I inclose you copies of the correspondence between the Captain-General and Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General, which have been kindly furnished me by Mr. Crawford, and I have to remark that in that corre- 
spondence a complaint is made, “that Spanish vessels are boarded by an officer under the rank of Lieutenant, 
who is not furnished with the proper authority.””. With regard to this charge, I beg to say that, in conversa- 
tion with the officers under my orders, I have always impressed upon them the necessity of strict compliance 
with the instructions under which they act, and particulary in regard to this matter; and in this ship, the 
boarding officer has always been furnished with written instructions from me, and also with copies of the 
different warrants necessary. 

I may reasonably presume that other commanding officers do the same; and, in the absence of infor- 
mation, suppose that Commander Peel sent Mr. Broughton in charge of the boat, because one of the 
Lieutenants was ill, or for some other good reason. It is said that the men landed in different dresses, and 
that the inhabitants were much alarmed. Not having received any communication from the “ Buzzard,” it is 
impossible for me to reply to this; but I think it right to tell you that his Excellency informed me himself 
that a full slaver was expected at Sagua, and that he had intended asking me to have the place watched. This 
will, in a measure, account for the great anxiety shown by the inhabitants, and, I think, may have caused some 
exaggeration in the statements made. 

T trust that this may be the case; for, just at present, there is a very strong feeling exhibited by both 
Spaniards and Americans about their vessels being boarded; and commanding officers of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers cannot be too careful in carrying out their instructions. I have thought it my duty to give you the 
earliest intelligence of this complaint. 

I believe that the Spanish authorities are fully satisfied that it was quite unintentional, and, perhaps, 
made a little more of than was requisite. The slaver, having discovered our rendezvous, I have changed it; 
and, in future, am to be found off Cay Sal, at the south-west end of the bank, on the Ist, 10th, and 20th of 
each month. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





No. 308. 
Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Indus,” at Halifax, July 14, 1858. 

IN conformity with the directions conveyed to me in your confidential letter 
of the 10th ultimo, I transmit herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter and its inclosures which I have received from 
Commander Vesey of the “ Styx,” reporting fully all details of his proceedings on 
the coast of Cuba, as called for by their Lordships, with respect to firing at, 
boarding, or detaining vessels under foreign colours on suspicion of being engaged 
in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 308. 
Commander Vesey to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 
Sir, “ Styx,” at Halifax, July 13, 1858. 
I HAVE the ‘honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum of 17th of June, ordering me to 
report fully all details of every case in which I have either fired at, or boarded, vessels under foreign colours ; 
also the rank of the boarding officer, and under what instructions I acted. 

: Whilst forwarding the accompanying document, I have to state, Ist, that the firing at vessels has been 
for the purpose of making them show their colours, or else as a signal to heave-to, and has always in the first 
instance, and often in the second and third, been with blank cartridge; and in no case, except that of the 
“ Emilia” (prize), have shot or shell been fired direct at a vessel. The seeming determination of masters of 
vessels to try and escape examination has led them, in many cases, to make sail and give us a long chase; in 
others, they have refused to hoist their colours, and, as I have thought it my duty to insist on the latter, a 
large expenditure of blank cartridge has been the result; I have, therefore, when near enough, used blank 

musket cartridge, and in only one instance has ball been fired. I allude to the case of the “ Mobile” (especiall 
reported at the time). This vessel would not heave-to, and, as I had strong suspicion of her, I considered it 
my duty, as set forth in Section 5, Article 3, of the Instructions, to force her to do so. I stood by the gunner 
who fired, and ordered him to try and cut away her peak halliards, but to fire high. I can state positively from 
the elevation given she was not struck in the hull, and there were no men aloft at the time; even if she had 
been struck, 1 submit that my instructions would not have been exceeded, as I had resorted in vain to every 
other means of effecting the visit. A duplicate of my special report in this case was forwarded to the 

Admiralty, according to the Instructions. " 

2. I have never boarded vessels unless, from their movements or otherwise, I have had reasonable 
grounds for suspicion, and, with one exception, have never searched or opened the hatches of any vessel 
carrying the colours of a nation with whom Great Britain has no Treaty. t exception was a vessel going 
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to fit, and since fitted, for a slaver, but I could not then detain her. Between 1,500 and 2,000 have been seen 
by this ship: out of these 111 have been boarded or examined by running alongside, and as 1 had information 
of no less than 29 vessels running under the colours of a uation with whom Great Britain has no Treaty, I 
respectfully submit that, in performing my duty strictly, I could hardly do less. I could inclose a list of these 
—- vessels, but some names have already been sent by me, and Her Majesty’s Government has 
- a information about American vessels employed in the Slave ‘Trade, to prove that my suspicions had 
oundation. 

3. The two lieutenants and the master have been the boarding officers from this ship, except on one or 
two occasions when these officers were sick or on duty, and then it has been performed by the officer next in 
rank. Officers have always boarded with copies of the warrants in my possession, and also with written orders 
from me, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy. 

4. The instructions under which I have boarded are those for the suppression of the Slave Trade, Sections 
4 and 5, Articles 1 to 6. In Section 5, Article 1, I am ordered to board any vessel which I suspect of 
fraudulently assuming a flag to which she is not entitled, and I beg to call attention to Article 6 of the same 
Section, as showing that an officer does not require absolute proof of a vessel being engaged in the Slave Trade 
before boarding her. For three months after we left Port Royal, I never received a letter cither official or 
otherwise, and during that time I had written ten to Commodore Kellett. The only extra instructions with 
regard to cruizing received by me were, on the 27th May, a letter from Commodore Kellett, inclosing an extract 
from one from you dated the 15th of April, calling for increased activity and vigilance on the part of the eruizers ; 
2nd, on the 20th of June, a confidential memorandum from you, dated the 27th of May, desiring extreme 
caution on the part of the cruizers, and a memorandum of the same date requiring information as to the truth 
of some newspaper reports ; 3rd, on the 16th of June, a memorandum from Commodore Kellett, dated the 2nd 
of June; 4th, on the 27th and 28th of June, when I met Commodore Kellett, and reecived aa Admiralty 
memoranduin respecting France; his instructions had then been anticipated. 1 wrote thirteen times to 
the Commodore, and in my letter of 7th of May expressed anxiety on the subject of boarding American vessels. 

Previously, on the 14th of April, on meeting the “ Indus,” I requested Captain Hay to mention it to you. 

On the 20th of June I delivered your memorandum immediately to the cruizers under my orders, except 
“ Jesper’ (absent). On the 24th of June, before reeciving further instructions, or meeting Commodore 
Kellett, I had issued orders not to interfere in any way with vessels carrying American colours. I would 
respectfully call attention to my correspondence with Commodore Kellett, and also specially to my letter of 
the 24th of June, addressed to the Seeretary of the Admiralty, but opened by me and placed in Commodore 
Kellett’s hands on my meeting with that officer. In that letter [ stated as fully as 1 could all that 1 am now 
called upon to answer; and in justice to myself 1 may be allowed to say, that the great difliculty of 
communicating from Port Reyal, and the being constantly at sea, kept me in almost perfeet ignorance of the 
extraordinary and unnecessary excitement in the United States. Had I been aware of it sooner, I should 
have taken upon myself to issue such instructions to the cruizers as would immediately have put a stop to it. 

1 trust it will be apparent to you that this excitement was not really caused by any proceedings on the 
part of Her Majesty’s cruizers, but was got up for party purposes, and taken advantage of by slave-traders and 
newspaper editors in the United States, who, without doubt, have made a fine harvest, by working on the 
eredulity of their countrymen. 

In my letter of the 27th of May, 1 stated to Commodore Kellett that I was unable to make a special 
report in the case of each vessel boarded, partly trom the great number of vessels fallen in with, and partly 
from the amount of writing and other duty I had to perform, and that I could only send in the reports of 
cases in which complaint had been made. 

In addition to the usual duties of a cruizer, I have had to keep up a constant correspondence on the 
subject of the Slave Trade, and to examine the accouits, and look after two gun-boats, as much as if I 
commanded them. My wish to carry out strictly the duty upon which I was employed, has led me to examine 
every vessel about which the slightest suspicion rested on my mind, and this must plead my excuse for stating 
that it would be impossible for me to send more full reports of the vessels boarded during a period of five 
months. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 2 in No, 308. 
Memorandum. . 
YOU are hereby required and directed to proceed on board the , hame unknown, and make due 


inquiry as to whether she is engaged in the Slave ‘rade, contrary to the Treaty between Great Britain and 
, and you will be careful, whilst so doing, to act strictly in accordance with the instructions for the 

suppression of the Slave Trade. 

You will board with your colours flying, and not allow the boat’s crew on board, unless necessary. 

You will strictly examine the vessel’s papers, before proceeding to search, and you will not open the 
hatches, unless you have good reason for suspecting her. 

If the vessel is a lawful trader, you will, before leaving, ask the master if he has any complaint to make, 
and if so, if he will put it in writing. 

You will also offer to enter in the log a statement of proceedings on board, and, in case the offer is 
accepted, state the exact time the vessel was detained. ; 

Given under my hand, on board the “ Styx,” this day of . 
(Signed) C. VESEY, Commander. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 308. 


Return of Foreign Vessels Brought-to, Boarded, or Detained, by Her Majesty's ship “ Styx,” suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 






































a Wine se of suspecting 
Date. Where. Name. Under what colours. Description. ——— + el to he saganed in 
Bound. Kelonging. wetiers Tine. 
7 — —\— ed —— 
¥eb, 12 | OM St. Jago da Cuba .| Minnie Miller American... | Brig... ..| ‘Trinidad | Columbia Boarded, to ask for in- 
formation 
» 12] Ditto... | Mamel 0. .| Spanish. +] Ditto | Port-au-Prince ...| St. Domingo . Suspicious 
» 12] Ditto... | Catero .. 0. ws] Ditto ws «+.| Schooner «| St. Jago da Cuba .| Attempted to run on 
shore, earrying a cargo 
for slaves: 

Mendi ... =... | American... New York =... Attempted to pass for- 
ward, and refused to 
show colours 

Favourite . o +.| Ditto a New York 2.0 ww. ow .| Boarded at night, and 
suspicious movements 

John Morris ...| Ditto “te «| Swan's Island .| New York .| Calm, boarded twice, 


Ditto . 




















«| Havana... 


Ascension . a és «| Nuevitas 
Charles Martell... re «| Ship-steamer ..| Havana 
Trade Wind... Pe «=| Schooner Ditto . 
Starofthe West... + se] Mail-steamer ...) New York 
Francis Queta «+ an] Brig | Havana 
Sierra Nevada .., . sas] Barque ... Marseilles 
Francis Newton . oe .| Brigantine... Boston 

.| General Cliff... roy | Bargue ... .| Havana 
Cometa ... ye see one] Cutter ... . Sagua 
Burlinton . a ..| Barque ... Marseilles 
N.B. Borden... ons Schooner .| Savannah 
Juanita... wn | Spanish ... Ditto -| Cardenas 

.| Lenora... - «| Ditto * Ditto... Morea oi 
Name unknown... ...| Nowe «=| Ship Marseilles 

.| Telegraph. =... .,.| Swedish on Brigantine — .,.| Cowes. 
Elise Charlotte ... i we -»| Bremen 
Ewratoci ... ~ ee Havana 
Montgomery... | American . ‘ | Ditto New York 


from suspicious ap: 

pearance 

«..| Porto Rico... .| Suspicious appearance . 

Suspicious appearance ; 
very dirty outside 

Suspicious appearance 





None es oo 





New York Night, could not observe 
colours 


| Ditto. ae] Nome... 





Ditto 
Yes, with shot 


Ditto 


No. 
Ditto os 
Ditto 


Yes, blank 
Ditto 


| NO. oe 


Ditto... 
Ditto 


.| Seragona .| Suspicious movements | Yes, with shot 
‘and appearance 

++] Brunswick... RE ae, os on NOs ve 

Bucksport | Answered description of | Yes, with shot 

suspected vessel | 

...| New York... ve} None ose te No . a0 

«+ | Havana .| Ditto ae oon . Ditto 

«| Bath...) Ditto +-| Ditto 


.| Answered description of 
a slayer, aud suspi- 
cious movements 


se} Fall River 





| Cardenas .| Suspicious appearance... 

Havana .| Ditto ae Woe ay 

++| Ditto «| Information woe 
..| Swanswell .| None 
Bremen «=| Ditto 

.| Barcelona... .| Suspicions appearance . 


.| Damiriscatta | None wee oy 





Yes, with shot 


Yes, blank 


Ditto 


Yes, with shell 


| No. 


| Ditto. 


Yes, with shot 





.| No 


Whe her fired at. 





Whether bronght-to, or 
boarded, 





.| Boarded during a calm 


«=| Ditto et ee oes 
Boarded 2.0. on 


Ditto ave ove os 


| Ditto we 
Bourded twice... ... 


Ditto wee er ese] 














Communication held 
ncaphetwe, | Santen 
Lieutenant .., ..| Usual questions asked on 


Ditto... oe on 
Ditto... oy on 





Lieutenant .., oo 


vw Boarded, not detained sof Ditto a 
ws Boarded ... ci 
Ditto we .| Ditto . aie tag 
aw Ditto eae] Midshipman... 
. Ditto tu Mute wy, aed 
a . Ditto oh «a DO, be ee 
. Ditto én me ««| Licutenunt ... sol 


Ditto a oy wed 


oy a. Ditto on 





.| Lieutenant 





Master oad 


« Ditto oes .| Ditto. 
.. Bourded during acalm .| Ditto - 

a «. Boarded ... w.| Ditto on oo 
. Ditto a0 | Ditto . 


jing, for informa- 
weather calm ; 


Asked qnestions, and 

would not his 
rs. 

Usual boarding questions. 





Gave us 
the “ Emilia” slaver, 
Special report sent in. 


Detained, 
Attempted to detain her, 


but she escaped during: 
the night. 


.| Capt 
..| Boarded for information, 
..| Asked for intelligence. 


Usual questions, 





+=} Friendly visit, 
| 
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oeexa a Be 


Fe ananaaoannrene eee ene eo SESSZSRBRKERKSKKKLRB 













Between Matanzas and 
Havana 
Ditto 





Ditto .| Moses Taylor 
Ditto. .| Anna 

Ditto .. -| Quentin Matsys ... 
Ditto .| Eligjabette 
Ditto. “ | Sea Belle . 
Ditto . | 0.0. Clary 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 
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| 
i 
£ 





Z 





.-| Guiellmo ... 
.| Lomas 
.| Uncle Sam 

























| American . 
.| Ditto 
.| Ditto 
.| Ditto 
.| Ditto 


Ditto 


.| Ditto 
«| Ditto 


.| American . 
.| Austrian .., 


Return of Foreign Vessels, &c.—continued. 


Cause of suspecting 





.| New York 
.| Charleston... 

















.| Barcelona 

.| Ditto . 

.| Ditto . 

.| Buenos Ayres 
.| Malaga 

.| Charleston... 
.| Boston 

.| New York 


.| Philadelphia . 
.| Boston 
...| Ditto... 
.| Cardenas 
.| Havana 
.| Ditto . 
.| Barcelona 
.| Ditto . 
.| Havana 
.| Ditto... 
.| New Orleans 
ve} New York 
.| Ditto . 
.| Ditto . 
.| Ditto . 
.| Ditto . 














Relonging. 


-| Columbia 
.| Barcelona 
.| Ditto... 
.| Ditto... 
| Ditto... 


.| Malaga 


.| Boston 
«| New York 
Anvers 

.| Camden 
«».| Boston 

.| Camden 
«+-| Boston 

.| Bremen 
.| Rockland 
.| Barcelona 
.| Ditto... 
.| Cardenas 





.| Ditto... 








.| Charleston ... 





| Harpswell... 
| New York... 


.| Jameshart .., 


«| Booth Bay... 


.| New York 
Ditto... 








.| Riverra 
.| Havana 
.| Denia . 
--| Bath . 
| Trieste 


Vessel to be engaged in 
the Slave Trade. 























Whether fired at. 

























































.| None .| No. 

...| Suspicious appearance ...| Yes, blank .| Boarded Lieutenant 
.| Ditto .| No . Ditto | Ditto... 
.| Ditto .| Ditto Ditto | Ditto ... 
.| Ditto | Ditto ae Ditto .-| Ditto... 

Ditto .| Ditto Ditto | Ditto... 
.| Ditto ..| Ditto Ditto | Ditto... 
.| None «| Ditto Ditto Ditto... 
.| At night suspicious .| Ditto Ditto | Mate... 

Answered description of | Ditto Boarded during light | Lieutenant ... 

vessel suspected rinds 

None. ae .| Ditto | «| Ditto... 
.| Answered description of | Yes, blank, to make her | No . 

vessel suspected show colours 
.| Ditto ore ae .| Ditto .| Ditto 
.| Ditto ..| Ditto .| Ditto 
.| Suspicious movements ...) Yes, blank .| Boarded ... ” 
..| Answered description of | No . | Ditto 
a slaver 
.| None .| Ditto | No . see ae 

Strongly suspected .| Ditto Boarded, calm weather ... 

Ditto .| Ditto .| Ditto 
| Ditto .| Ditto Ditto 
.| None .| Ditto Ditto 
.| Ditto .| Ditto .| No 
.| Ditto ..| Ditto 0D) ee 

..| Answered description of | Ditto .| Boarded during a calm .| Ditto... 

suspected vessel 
| None. oe .| Ditto No. 
.| Ditto .| Ditto .| Ditto 

Ditto “7 ++| Ditto «=| Ditto 
.| Answered description of | Ditto | Boarded ... 

suspected vessel 
.| None een .| Ditto .| No 
.| Suspicious-looking .| Ditto | Boarded .. 
.| None .| Ditto .| No 
| Ditto .| Ditto Ditto 
























«| Ditto. 
.| To ask for information, it 


g calm. 
.| Usual questions; weather 
cali 


in. 
Usual questions. 


.| To obtain news. 


.] Hailed. 
.| Ditto. 
.| Ditto. 
.| Usual questions. 
-| Usual oni, and 
«| Hailed, 
‘Usual questions. 
.| Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Usual questions, and asked 
for int nce, 
Ditto. 
‘Usual questions. 
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Off Havana... 
North-west end of Cuba 
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~ 
Sean ananae  B 
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Return of Foreign Vessels, &c.—continued. 


Bound. Belonging. 


Baltimore 


.| Boston 


.| Baltimore 
New York 





| Mystic 
.| Barcelona 
Bangor 
Ricedius 
Newport 
Santander ... 
Suffolk, V. Q 
East Tribou . 
.| New York 
-| New York ... — ...) Ditto... 
wa] Cadiz . 0 wf Cadiz . 
Valparaiso Santandos ... 
-| Havana =... Havana 
.| Philadelphia . =| Bluehill 
New York Harpswell... 
-| Ditto... .. «| Ditto... 
.| Cocos . oo] Genoa 
New York New York 
| Ditto... ... --| Ditto... 
.| Ditto... .. — ..] Ditto 
| Philadelphia. ...| Ditto... 
.| Boston «+ ee{ Brook Haven 
.| Havana... | New York 


.| Saguala Grande ..| Ditto... 





..| Hamburgh ... 


Cause of suspecting 
Vessel to be eng in 
the Slave Trade. 
.| None 
| Ditto 
| Ditto 
.| Ditto 


.| Philadelphia . 





| Suspected of bring the | 


.| Information 


_| Very euspicious-looking . 


..| Answered description of 





.| None 
os! Ditto 
.| Ditto 
| Ditto 
o-| Ditto 
.| Ditto 
.| Ditto 
| Ditto 
..| Answered deseription of 


| None 








Ditto 
Venus” 

None 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Suspected, from the | 
number of people on 
board 





Answered description of 
a burque fitting out 


ver about to sail 
description of 







ion 


Answered description of 
‘@ suspected vesecl 











vessel suspected 


) Ditto 





































































Whether fired at. Whiting Seaight-t0,.4e Prick ra with the Master, 
— “= ital 
.| No .| No . ..| Hailed. 
| Yes, to make her show | Ditto | Light wind. 
colours x 
.| No “ oD | enemas [or Hailed. 
Ditto +] Ditto ase wee safe .| Ditto. 
Ditto .| Ditto | Ditto. 
Ditto .| Ditto. 
Ditto «| Ditto. 
Ditto .| Boarded .. .| Lieutenant ... ..| Usual questions. 
Ditto oot .| Hailed. 
Ditto sf Ditto ..| Ditto. 
| Ditto en] Ditto ..| Ditto, 
Mitta Boarded ... ~ ..| Crew and passen; $2 
: in namber, munered 
Ditto Ditto .| Ditto ... .| Usual questions. 
| Yes, blank . «=| Ditto | Ditto... -+.| Hatekes lifted ; has since 
fitted for a slaver 
Yes, with shot .| Bronght-to, and boarded | Ditto... ..| Captain very insolent; the 
after a long chase vessel and crew sus- 
pected of ing arms 
| to Tampico, for the in- 
| surgents 
Yes, with rifle-ball vs Boarded ... ..| Special report sent. 
No . ve! Ditto ++:| Usual questions, 
Ditto so) Ditto ..| Searched. 
Ditto val Ditto «| Usual questions. 
.} Ditto .| No. .| Hailed. 
.| Ditto .| Ditto | Ditto. 
Ditto | Ditto .| Ditto. 
.| Ditto .| Boarded ..| Te obtain information. 
.| Ditto No | Hailed. 
Ditto wad Ditto .| Ditto. 
.| Ditto w=| Ditto Ditto. 
.| Ditto wu) Ditto a Ditto. 
Yes, shot «| Bronght-to 9. ...} “~« Hailed : ial rey 
cs, ronght-to ——. e ‘port 
4 No. -| No Mailed. 
Dit ae Dit see eelene i Ditto, 


GOP 
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@aAeé 









Where. 


















Off Havana 
Ditto 








North-west end of Cuba | Otto Venus 





Ditto John Adams 
Ditto a C. Maria ... 
Ditto... - .-| Lauretta .., 


Return of Foreign Vessels, &e.—continued. 





Where Cause of suspecting 
= Vessel to be engaged in 


Bound. Belonging. the Slave Trade. 








Under what colours. | Description. 


Whether fired nt, | Whether brought-to, or 


Rank of the 
Boarding-Otlicer. 














.| Schooner .| Cape Morina. ...] Havana... _—_..| Answered description of 


vessel suspected 
.| Havana a «| Cadiz . .| Ditto ae ies 





..| Barque ... 


-| American . + ee} Brigantine .| None 





| Newport 


.| Barque ... 
ct 





| Schooner... Franklyn...) Franklyn 





.| Boston 
.| Ditto ... 


-| Galveston 
| Boston 
| New York 








.| New York 
.| New Orleans -| Kennebreak . 

.| Jackson Villa | Trenton... «J Ditto 
| Falmouh ... ...| Oldenburgh... —...) Ditto 
| New York... ...| Bucksport ... —_...) Ditto 
.| Ditto’... .| New York... 
Barcelona Barcelona 








.| Ditto oo prs aed 
.| Oldenbargh, German...) Brig 











Answered description of 








oue suspected 
Ditto... Ditto... we 
-| Havana... New Orleans «| Ditto te 
| NewYork ......| NewYork ...  ...] During the night, sus- 
picious-looking 
| Antwerp... ...{ Antwerp... «..) None es 
| Whaler, eruizing ...| Prince Town wa} Ditto 
.| Suspicious appearance 








.| Ditto 


Answered description of 
vessel suspected 


.| Suspicious appearance 





.| Ditto... we «=| Bilboa oo +] Answered Leal la 





















«| Ditto 


Yes,Uank. ...._—...| Boarded ... 
ARO. 2 wm el Ditto 


.| Ditto 
Ditto ose aes] Boarded ... 
| Ditto. wef Ditto 





.| Ditto 





.| Ditto 
.| Ditto 
| No . 


.| Ditto 








..| Ditto 





.| Ditto 


.| Ditto ee: «| Boarded during a calm ... 
.| Ditto wae ane] Ditto 
| Ditto. ae ane Ditto 


.| Ditto .| Ditto 











Yes, blank . Boarded 
| No. Ditto a 
.| Ditto =... | Boarded during light 
winds 
Yes, blank ..._—..| Boarded, after a long 
chase 
.| No . + wee ane} Boarded 
.| Ditto «swe sw:| To give information 
-| Yes, blank musket ---| Boarded ... 





.| Yes, with shot .| Ditto 


No. .| Ditto 







.| Ditto 





++] Ditto... 


.| Ditto 


.| Lieutenant ... 








.| Ditto... 






Ditto ... 


.| Ditto... 
.| Ditto... 








.| Ditto... 


Ditto... 
Ditto... 


.| Ditto... 
.| Ditto... 
| Ditto... ae 

















Communication held 
with te] Master, 





























Usual questions. 







.+| Asked forinformation, and 


received a present of 
some ice 

.| Boarded during a calm, 
for news. 

itto. 






+=] Ditto. 





| Hailed. 
.| Tried to purchase stock. 
| Ditto. 



















| Ditto, 

.| Found to bean American, 
and left. 

.| To obtain supplies. 

.| Gave her information. 











ance, but could not be 
detained. 
Usual questions ; 


questions; su} 
posed to have fitted rs 
a slaver. 
.| Usual questions. 
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Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Indus,” at Halifax, July 14, 1858. 
WITH reference to your letters of the 29th and 31st of May last, I transmit 
herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of 
a letter addressed to Commodore Kellett by Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “Styx,” on the 27th of May last, with reference to his proceedings on 
the coast of Cuba. 

2. This letter gives the explanation called for by their Lordships in your letter 
relative to the late case of the American schooner “N. B. Borden,” and also 
answers the complaints made with reference to the American schooner “ Mobile,” 
and other vessels mentioned in the inclosure to your letter of the 29th of May. 

3. I also transmit the copies of other letters addressed to Commodore Kellett 
by Commander Vesey, detailing his proceedings on the coast of Cuba up to the 
moment of his departure thence to join my flag. Commander Vesey informs me 
that he has forwarded a part of this correspondence direct to the Admiralty; but I 
nevertheless now send the whole, in order that a complete statement mav be 
submitted to their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) | HOUSTON STEWART. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett, May 27, 1858. 
[See Inclosure 1 in No. 302.] 





Inclosure 2 in No. 309. 
Report of the Boarding of the “N. B. Borden.” 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 302.] 





Enclosure 3 in No. 309. 
Report of the Boarding of the “ Mobile.” 
[See Inclosure 3 in No. 302.] } 


Inclosure 4 in No. 309. 
Lieutenant Goold ta Commander Vesey, May 25, 1858. F 
[See Inclosure 4 in No. 302.] 





Inclosure 5 in No. 309. 
Report of the Hailing of the “ Tanner.” 
[See Inclosure 5 in No. 302.] 





Inclosure 6 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Styx,” off Havana, May 27, 858. 

IN my letter of the 9th of May, I had the honour of reporting to you that a misunderstanding had taken: 
place at Sagua, between the boat of Her Majesty's ship “ Buzzard’’ and the Spanish authorities. I also 
informed you that I had sent Commander Peel an order to withdraw his boat. 

I have since seen that officer, and regret to find that’ Lieutenant ay officer of the “ Buzzard’s” 
boat, exceeded his orders, and: did give the Spanish authorities just grounds.for complaining; he having gone 
into Sagua and boarded vessels there. | tg 

Mr. Broughton, mate, whose name was mentioned by the Captain-General, was not concerned in it, and. 
was not in charge, as stated. 

T have giyen the vessels here strict orders on the subject, and I believe that the Captain-General.of Cuba. 
was satisfied with my explanations. 
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Her Majesty's gun-boat “J ** joined company on the 17th of this month, and I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th of April. The “Jasper” is now cruizing in the Old 
Bahama Channel, between Cay Confities and Cadisy Bay. 

Lieutenant Pym informed me that the bread received at Port Royal was so bad that they had to throw 
the Sowa portion overboard. The “ Buzzard” has also made the same complaint, and these vessels have to 

urchase bread at Matanzas fortnightly, as it will not keep longer without re-baking, which we cannot do. 

is is a serious drawback, as I am obliged to keep the “ Buzzard" near Matanzas, and it obliges the vessels 

to go into port much oftener than I should wish. The “ Buzzard’s” cruizing-ground at present is from Cay 
Francis to Matanzas. Our rendezvous is Cay Sal, on the 1st, 10th, and 20th of every month. 

I have received the Commander-in-chief’s instructions for cruizers, and shall endeavour to carry them out 
to the utmost ; but this not having been fitted with a distilling apparatus, further than the small one in 
the paddle-box, I am obliged to go into Havana to procure water. 

Matanzas is the only other place in Cuba at which it could be procured, and our boats had to go five miles 
up a river for it, were two days unable to cross the bar, and some of the men were laid up. 

I have tried Key West, but water there is two dollars a ton, and pilotage four dollars a foot. The inhabi- 
tants, also, are not well-disposed towards us, so that I do not think it advisable to go there again. 

With regard to cruizing without steam, I beg to state that I endeavour to comply with the instructions 
as much as possible, but this ship will not work to wind, and is a dull sailer. 

on navigation here is as difficult as any in the world, the current on the Floridz shore running from 3} 
to 5 knots. 

I can point out on our log at least five times when this ship would have drifted on shore but for the 
steam. I therefore keep the fires banked, and am as saving of coal as possible. 

Every day we chase several vessels, and it is more economical banking than letting the fires out each time. 

Ishould not have entered Key West if I had known that it had grown into such an important place ; but 
I think that you ought occasionally to be made acquainted with what is gomg on there. The Americans are 
making it into a great naval depdét, and have built a two-tier fort (pa‘nted three) similar to those at Cronstadt, 
and mounting 154 60-pounders. This fort is nearly finished, and some of the guns are ready for mounting. 
At Totorgas, to the westward, they are building a fort covering fourteen acres, and meant to mount 860 guns. 
The first tier is laid ; foundation granite, upper part brick. Both these harbours are excellent and easy of access. 
The Fortergas has three entrances, and could hold 100 line-of-battle ships ; both are well lighted and bucyed, 
and are intended for naval stations in case of war. I have been successful in getting an excellent chart of Key 
West ; also one of a deep-water passage between the cays and reet's, extending from Key West to Cape Florida, 
1 have also been given the reports of the Surveying Department to the Senate, containing most valuable charts 
of the rivers, coasts, and harbours, which might at some future time be of great use. I am now proceeding to the 
westward, and shall cruize off Cape Antonio till the 20th June, when I shall go to the rendezvous to provision 
the “Jasper.” I hope to be at Port Royal about the end of July, as we have some repairs to effect about our 
paddle-bouts’ davits, for which our forges are not powerful enough, and also to scrape the boilers, as it will be 
absolutely neevssary to do so. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C VESEY. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 


; “ Styx,” at Cay Sal, June 20, 1858. 

I HAD the honour of writing you on the 27th of May, reporting that Her Majesty’s ship “ Jasper” had 
joined company, and acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 17th of May. I also inclosed a report of 
vessels boarded under suspicion of fraudulently assuming a flag to which they were not entitled, which I 
suppose has been received by you. 

On the 29th of May communicated with Her Majesty’s brig “ Atalanta” from Vera Cruz to Bermuda. 
The same day I communicated by boat with Havana, and forwarded my despatches to you. I then proceeded 
off Bahia Honda, as I had information of a slaver being expected there. I afterwards proceeded to the west- 
ward of Cape Antonio, and cruized there until the 10th of this month, experiencing very bad weather and 
strong north-west currents. 

"On the 16th 1 was again off Havana, and fell in with the United States’ screw brigantine “ Arctic.’ 
Her Majesty's gun-boat “ Forward ” joined company, and I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches 
and memoranda by her. Having ordered Lieutenant Davies to meet me at the rendezvous on the 20th, I 
steamed to Havana for the purpose of communicating with Her Majesty’s Consul-Geueral, by boat. 

I sent in to the Captain-General the list of vessels, to be communicated, and in return Mr. Crawford 
informed me that Her Majesty's ship “ Devastation’ had been sent down with despatches by the Commander-in- 
chief, relative to boarding American vessels, and that she had left on the 6th, having previously detached Her 
Majesty’s gun-boat “ Jasper” with your letters, and having left mine with “ Buzzard. 

1 was also informed that the United States’ steamers “Fulton,” Commander Almy ; “ Waterwitch,” 
Commander Rogers; and “ Arctic,” screw, had arrived for the purpose of protecting American vessels. As 
I supposed the oe were of consequence, I immediately started for this place, refraining from boarding 
American vessels till I got my instructions. I arrived here this meeaing and found “Buzzard” and ‘“‘Forward” 
waiting. The “ Forward” is now coaling from us, and I shall inspect her this afternoon. 

The “ Buzzard’s”’ provisions are nearly out; I shall therefore send her to cruize off the north-west end 
of the island, with instructions to proceed to Port Royal when she is running short. She will then be able, if 
you think proper, to return here in time to relieve “ Styx,"” as I shall have to go to Port Royal about the first 
week in A t, and it would not be advisable to leave the gnn-boats long by themselves, particularly as the 
“ Forward” no medical man. Our rendezvous will still be the same, Cay Sal, on the Ist, 1Uth, and 20th 
of each month. 

me Lhave this oe received ~~ Memorandums from the iad partioulons at) one confidential, the other 

inclosing a Bermuda newspaper, calling me to furnis iculars of my proceedin rticularl 
ata’ ua Diaion there cen ny grounds for ieee complaimts made by masters of pee h ican enolate senseia, , 
have, Sir, already sent to you full particulars of my proceedings, with which, I suppose, the Commander- 
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in-chief is by this time acquainted, and therefore I shall not send a vessel to Bermuda, as that is the only way 
T could communicate with him except through you. } 

I believe the last charge against me is that I shot a man and horse at Pensacola (a place I never was at), 
and really most of the charges are so absurd that I trust the Admiral will allow me to treat them with contempt. 
The statement about officers of this ship being drunk are gross falsehoods, and I only take notice of them 
because they are levelled at others besides myself. 

I have always been on deck when a vessel was boarded, and can swear that no officer ever left this ship in 
that state, or that vessels were brought-to contrary to the instructions. This ship never was at anchor off 
Sagua, and the barge “ Chandler” has not been boarded by us. A boat from the “ Buzzard’’ went on board 
her, and Commander Peel has sent a full report for the information of the Admiral. 

The “ Chandler’s”’ case is the only one requiring a reply, as the others are only exaggerations about 
vessels being brought-to when suspected. 

The “Jasper” being away, I am unable to send Lieutenant I’ym’s statement. 

I make it a rule never to board in person, unless the boarding offieer has suspicions ; and I have not been 
on board an American vessel since I have commanded the “ Styx,” though 1 have strictly searched several 
Spanish vessels. 

Should the United States’ Government have any charges to make against me, and the Commander-in-chief 
consider that the explanations already sent in are not suflicient, I feel confident I can at any time prove that 
what has been done was strictly in accordance with my instructions, and that 1 am entitled to the support of 
my superiors. 

1 shall keep both the gun-boats eruizing in the Bahama Channel, and on Lieutenant Pym’s return, will 
make him give a strict account of his proceedings. Iam now going to cruize off Bahia Honda, as a full 
slaver is expected. On the 5th of July 1 shall call at Havana for water, and complete coals; on the 20th I 
intend to muster the gun-boats here, and shall then proceed to the north-west end of Cuba, and eruize round, 
arriving at Port Royal the first week in August. I have, therefore, to request that this ship’s Ictters may be 
detained there. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 8 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Commodore Kellett. 
Sir, “Styx,” at Sea, Lat. 23° 42' N., Long. $2° 9' W., June 24, 1858. 


ON the 22nd of this month, I had the honour of writing to you by the “ Buzzard.’ On the 24th instant, 
1 sent the “ Forward” into Matanzas for a supply of vegetables, and on Lieutenant Davies’ return, he handed 
me a copy of a letter received by him from Commander Aliny, of the United States’ steamer “ Fulton :” of 
this letter 1 send you a copy, aud I consider it of such importance that 1 immediately issued fresh orders to 
the vessels of this part of the station, to refrain from interfering with vessels bearing the American flag, until 
1 received further instructions. | also sent the “ Forward” to seek for the “ Jasper,” whilst I proceeded to 
Havana. | thought it right to forward a copy of Commander Almy’s letter to Commander Phayre, to Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General, and to the Secretary of the Admiralty. I also write semi-officially to the Com- 
mander-in-chief, via United States, and have the honour to inclose to you copies of the “ Jasper’s”’ and 
“ Forward’s”’ orders, and my letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Commander Wake intormed me by letter, that before he detached the “ Jasper,” he ascertained from 
Lieutenant Pym that his doing so would not interfere materially with the service the “ Jasper” was on. I do 
not at all agree with Lieutenant Pym; the despatches could have been sent across to the cruizers on the south 
side of Cuba, and I feel very anxious at “ Jasper’s” absence. Lieutenant Pym also went into Key West, and 
remained there a night (unnecessarily, I think) ; also, I have reason to believe that “ Jasper” was off her 
station when fallen iu with by “ Devastation,” and that she had not visited Lobos Cay. I shall make Lieutenant 
Pym give a strict account of his proceedings, and forward it to you. 

1 intend to complete water and coal at Havana, and then return to the rendezvous, keeping the vessels as 
much together as possible. 

I think it would be highly imprudent to risk giving the slightest offence at present to the American 
Government, and 1 therefore do not force vessels of that nation to hoist their colours. This has always been 
a difficulty with us; and, as the Spaniards are beginning to follow their example, we cannot tell which is which, 
and our cruizing may be said to have ceased. I should not have sent “ Forward” to Jamaica with despatches, 
but that I deem it right to show the English flag as much as possible in those waters. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 309. 
| Commander Vesey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Styx,” at Sea, Lat. 23° 42’ N., Lony. 82° 9’ W., June 24, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour of transmitting, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
copy of aletter received yesterday, by Lieutenant Davies, of Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward,” and written 
by Commander Almy, of the United States’ steamer “ Fulton.” A J 

“The language of this letter on the subject of our boarding vessels under American colours is so strong 
that I have thought it advisable to communicate it immediately to their Lordships, and also to the Commander- 
in-chief, the Consul-General at Havana, Commodore Kellett, at Jamaica, and Commander Phayre, senior 
officer on the south side of Cuba. : : ae 

I have given instructions to Lieutenant Davies, till further orders, to abstain from interfering in any, a 4 
with vessels under the American flag, and to be most guarded in his conduct in the event of his falling 
with a ship of war belonging to shat nation. 
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T have als» written instructions to Lieutenant Pym, of the “ Jasper,” to the same effect, and have 
sent the “ Forward” to search for that vessel. Commander Wake, of the “ Devastation,” had, without my 
knowledge, sent the “Jasper” to St. Ann’s, Jamaica, with despatches from the Commander-in-chief to 
Commodore Kellett, and I therefore may have some difficulty in finding her, uuless Lieutenant Pym hastens 
back to our rendezvous. I feel anxious on this subject, as the “ Jasper” may fall in with American vessels, 

The “ Buzzard” had previously been sent by me to Jamaica, but I warned Commander Peel to be careful 
about interfering with American vessels. ‘ 

Commander Almy, of the “Fulton,” also informed Lieutenant Davies that the “Styx,” in chasing an 
American man-of-war, had shown Spanish colours... This is a mistake; the “Styx” has only fallen in with one 
American man-of-war : a small screw-steamer supposed to be the “ Arctic.’ This vessel closed to make her ‘ 
out. On observing an American ensign and pendant, I stopped the engines, and rounded-to on the other 
tack. An English red ensign was flying at our peak, and I have never shown eny but English colours. 

No doubt their Lordships are astonished at the extraordinary accounts of our proceedings, as set forth in 
the American papers ; they are gross exaggerations, and I believe the success of the squadron on this part ot 
the station is the cause of the great animosity shown to us by the Americans at Havana. Only two arges 
are brought against this ship: the boarding of the “ N. B. Borden’? and the “ Mobile.’ Statements of both 
— cases were forwarded to their Lordships on the 27th of May, before I had any communication on the 
subject. 

: The affair near Sagua la Grande was, I know not how, falsely imputed to this ship; and I was stated to be 
the Second Lieutenant of her. At the time it occurred I was in Havana, and an aceount of my interview with 
the Captain-General on the subject was sent immediately to the Commander-in-chief. ‘The “ Buzzard” was 
the vessel stationed near Sagua, and Commander Peel’s statement has becn forwarded. I have already given 
an opinion on the matter, and regret that any opportunity should have been given to the American Goyern- 
ment to interfere with the authorities in Cuba. 

The “ Jasper” being-absent, I have been unable to procure Lieutenant Pym’s statement; the charges 
against him seem to be for bringing-to, by force, vessels under the American flag. The instructions under 
which we acted, were those “for examining vessels suspected of fraudulently assuming a flag to which they 
were not entitled ;” and that we had ample grounds for suspicion, is proved by my correspondenee with 
Commodore Kellett, senior officer at Jamaica. 

Nearly to-thirds of the vessels fallen in with were American ; some, to annoy us, would not show their 
colours, and others made sail to excite our suspicions. We could not. therefore, always distinguish the lawful 
traders. I had, for some time, felt much anxiety on the subject of boarding Americans, and always represented 
it in my despatches, but the opportunities of communicating with the scnior officer arc few and at long 
intervals. 

After the complaint about boarding at Sagua, I represented to the officers under me the necessity for 
great caution in carrying out their instructions, and I have reason to believe that my wishes were attended to. 
All the despatches I have received, as yet, have approved my conduct; and IT have endeavoured to carry out 
the wishes of the Commander-in-chief, as expressed in the following extract of a letter fiom Commodore 
Kellett, received by me on the 29th May :— 

“TL have to request you will endeavour to communicate to the conmanding officers of the ships employed 
to cruize for its suppression, that the preparations for prosecuting the Traflie are being more vigorously carried 
on throughout Cuba than they have been for some time past, and that the greatest vigilance and activity will 
be required on their part, in order to defeat, if possible, the efforts of the dealers.” 

On the 20th of this month, [ received two memorandums trom the Commander-in-chicf: one confidential, 
and ordering extreme caution in our proceedings; the other calling upon me to inform him whether some 
newspaper statements of outrages committed by us were true. My statsments had becn sent before this 
memorandum reached me, and | have, therefore, not detached a vesscl to Sir H. Stewart, but written semi- 
officially, vid United States, so that he may have the earliest information. Latterly, I have not obliged 
merchant-vessels to show their colours; and, as the Spaniards take advantage of it, our cruizing is quite 
useless ; but I feel certain that if another American is brought-to (even in mistake), that nation will push it 
to the utmost. 

Their Lordships may rest assured that, whilst maintaining the credit of the English flag, I will not, by any 
rash act, give cause of offence to the United States; and I trust that it will be apparent to their Lordships 
that the grossly exaggerated statements of the American press have emanated from the parties at Havana 
who have suffered by the activity of the squadron on the North Coast of Cuba, and who have used the basest 
means to disgrace me, and those serving under my orders. I call at Havana for the express purpose of 
forwarding these despatches. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 309. 
Commander Almy, U.S.N., to Lieutenant Davies. 


Sir, “ Fulton,” Matanzas, June 23, 1858. 

HER Britannic Majesty’s cruizers upon the coast of Cuba and adjacent waters have lately been in the 
habit of firing at, detaining, and searching American merchant-vessels, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
or not thosé vessels are engaged in the Slave Trade. 

Now, Sir, I have to protest against this, and to say that you must desist from it, and warn you accor- 
dingly. In the language of the Secretary of State ot the United States (Honourable Lewis Cass), to Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Washington (Lord Napier), “‘The United States deny the right of the 
cruizers of any other Power whatever, for any purpose whatever, to enter their vessels by force in time of 
peace. No such right is recognized by the Law of Nations.” _ ‘ : 

Any attempt to detain and search an American vessel will be resisted by me with force to the utmost, 
before such unwarrantable outrage shall be perpetrated by one of Her Majesty’s cruizers upon any vessel 
carrying the American flag. . : . . 

You may say that you have orders from those in authority to pursue the course of stopping and searching 
those vessels which you have been doing: all that I have to say is, that I have positive orders to prevent you 
doing any such thing, which I shall most cheerfully and zealously obey. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
Signed) JOHN J. ALMY. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 309. . 


Commander Vesey to Lieutenant Pym. 


Sir, “ Styx,” 10 miles north of Matanzas, June 23, 1858. 
TILL the receipt of further orders you will consider it your duty to refrain from interfering in any way 
with vessels having an American flag; and, in the event of vour falling in with an American man-of-war, you 
will be most guarded in your communications with the officers of that nation, treating them with due respect, 
and abstaining from giving any just grounds of complaint. 
At the same time you will pay strict attention to the Admiralty Instructions, page 50, Article 19. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 12 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Lieutenunt Davies. 
Sir “ Styx,’ 10 miles north of Matanzas, June 23, 1858. 


, 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a letter addressed to you by Commander Almy, of the 
United States’ steamer “ Fulton,” demanding that the English cruizers desist from bcarding vessels carrying 
the American flag. 

I deem it advisable that the vessels under my orders should refrain from boarding Americans, until I 
receive further instructions on the subject; and you will, therefore, cease from interfering, in any way, with 
vessels under American colours, till the receipt of further orders. 

I need hardly remind you of the necessity of being guarded in your communications with the officers of 
any American men-of-war that you may fall in with; and, whilst upholding the honour of your own flag, you 
wil] treat them with due respect. 

You will now immediately proceed to the rendezvous and endeavour to meet with the “ Jasper,’ which 
vessel will, probably, be there on one of the appointed days; and you will deliver to Lieutenant Pym the 
accompanying despatch. 

T have to call your attention to the Admiralty Instructions, page 59, Article 19. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed ) C. VESEY. 
Inclosure 13 in No. 309. 
Commander Vesey to Vice-Admiral Sir IJ. Stewart. 
Sir “ Styx,” at Halifax, July 8, 1858. 


I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a statement, from Mr. R. B. Nicholetts, mate, about the 
American schooner “ N. B. Borden,” of Fall river, boarded on the 21st of March, 1858. 
Mr. Nicholetts was sent away immediately after, and had not an opportunity of making his statement 
until his return. I therefore take the first opportunity of forwarding it to you. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 309. 


Mr. Nicholetts to Commander Vesey. 


ir, “ Styx,” June 30, 1858. 

I HEREBY forward a statement of a conversation that took place between the master of the American 
schooner “ N, B, Borden” and myself, on my boarding her. At about 3°30 P.m., on the 21st of March, I was 
ordered by you to go on board an American schooner. Before getting alongside, the master of her looked 
over the stern, and said, “ What do you want here ?” ina most impertinent manner. I immediately said,‘ I'll 
let you know when I get on board.” I then pulled alongside ; and on getting on board, I went up to the master, 
and said I had come to board him from Her Majesty's ship “ Styx,” and that I wanted to know where he was 
trom ; upon which he said, “ And I want to know what you mean by firing your God-damned balls at me.” I 
said it was because he would neither show his colours, nor heave-to, when he knew an English man-of-war was 
chasing him. I then asked him aguin where he was from, and also said (as 1 saw he was in a very excited 
state), ‘‘ You had better cool down, and ie me the information I require, as you are only —s yourself.” 
He then went on agaiu, saying: “ Well, I’m damned! here’s a British man-of-war chasing an old molasses 
drodger ; by Jesus Christ, sir, I'll run a cargo of slaves next voyage.” So I eaid (laug! , “* You will, will 
you? you had better not, for we are sure to catch you; and I should enjoy, above things, to take this 
vessel down to Port Royal as our prize.” He then said, “ Do you know, sir, that not you, in your ship there, 
with all her God-damned sails and steam, could catch us, for we are bound to go ten knots on a wind, and 
fourteen knots befcre the wind.” So I said, “ If you could not go faster than that, the ‘Styx’ would be sure 
to catch you.” ; 

He el proceeded to give me all the information I required, and that he was from Matanzas. I then 
said, “ Why, we have just come from there; did you not see us?” He said, “I thought only gentlemen went 
to Matanzas, and that is more than they are in that damned ship of yours.” I then wished him a 
pleasant voyage, and was going over the side, when he said, “ Officer, by Jesus Christ, I'll report you all to 
Queen Victoria.” I said, “ As you are going to do that, you had better be off as quickly as possible, for if we 
see you to-morrow, we'll board you again.” I then offered to enter everything that had passed in his log; 
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but he did not wish it. I then came back to the “Styx,” and reported some of the circumstances to you; but 
I had not time to make a written statement, as I was sent away, a few hours after, in charge of our prize, the 
“ Emilia,” to Port Royal, and, having only just returned, I tako the first opportunity to report the whole 
circumstances of the case to you. 
I remain, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. NICHOLETTS, Mate. 





No. 310. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitsgerald.—(Recewed July 31.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 30, 1858. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 16th instant, and its inclosures, relative 
to certain charges brought by the masters of the American merchant-vessels 
therein mentioned, complaining that their vessels had been boarded by Her 
Majesty’s cruizers on the coast of Africa and in the Gulf of Mexico, I am com- 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, 
for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, extracts from the reports of the 
officers in command of Her Majesty’s cruizers, explaining, so far as any documents 
have been received in this office, the circumstances under which several of the said 


American vessels were boarded. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


P.S.—The inclosures sent in original in your letter are returned herewith as 


requested. 





Inclosure in No. 310. 


Memorandum relative to Complaints received from the United States’ Minister with regard to certain 
American Vessels having been visited by British Cruitzers. 


Nature of Complaint. 
No. 1. 


“ Hanover,” schooner, Captain A. W. Cayes. 
Sailed from New York on 7th August, 1857, to trade 
on the coast of Africa for palm-oil. 

On 17th September, when off Monrovia, with Ame- 
rican flag flying, was ordered to heave-to by a British 
war-steamer, boarded, papers demanded, men bid aft, 
and roll called. 


, 


On the 17th of February, 1858, overhauled by 
another cruizer, again boarded, and examined. 


On the 19th February, 1858, boarded by an armed 
boat from the steamer “ Hecla,” register demanded, 
and pronounced fraudulent. Schooner examined. 


On the 7th of March again boarded from the 
“ Hecla,’”’ obliged to show papers. Men called aft, 
and examined. 

On the 8th of March again boarded from the 
“Triton,” the same proceedings repeated, and to 
frighten the captain, it was falsely reported that an 
American man-of-war was close at leo 


No. 2. 


“J. Tinker,” schooner, Captain G. Booth. Said to 
have been overhauled on 26th February, 1858, by 
“« Forward,”’ off Cape St. Nicholas Mole. 

Crass A. 


Admiralty, July 30, 1858. 


Answer, according to information received at the 
Admiralty. 


Boarded by the steamer “ Brune,” on 16th Septem- 
ber, 1857, at sea, but not detained, as nothing sus- 
picious was found on board. 


Extract from the log of Her Majesty’s steamer 
“Triton,” off Aghwey, February 18, 1857 :— 

“4-40 a.m., observed a suspicious schooner standing 
out from the land. 6:15, stopped and boarded the 
American schooner ‘ Hanover,’ of New York. No 
entry was required in her log; no complaint made.” 

Extract from log of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Hecla,” 
off Jellicoffe, February 19, 1858 :— 

“1050 a.m. Stopped, down cutter, and proceeded 
on board a fore-and-aft schooner ; found her to be the 
American vessel ‘ Hanover,’ of New York. No com- 

laint made, and an offer of entry of boarding to be 
inserted in her log, declined.” 

No report of her having been boarded on March 7 
by “ Hecla.” : 


Boarded by the “ Triton,” at Adaffie,on March 8, 
but not detained. Commodore Wise, in a letter 
dated May 19, 1858, states, that in the Bights, the 
intention of the “ Hanover” to ship a cargo of slaves 
has been frustrated, and that she has left the coast in 
despair. 


No report ; but the master states in his deposition 
that he has no complaint to make against the boarding 


officer, 
3G 
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Nature of Complaint. 


No. 3. 


“Elmwood,” barque, Captain J. Newdale. Said to 
have been chased for five hours on 8th April, 1858, by 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard ;” fired at five or six 
times with loaded cannon; hove-to; boarded, and 
detained one hour. 


No. 4. 


“William H. Chandler,” barque, Captain Albert 
Gage. At anchor in Sagua la Grande, on 2nd of 
May, 1858; boarded by a British officer from an 
armed boat, having a crew of twelve men. Papers 
demanded and examined. 


No. 5. 


“T. C. O’Brien,” brig, Captain Edward Watts. At 
anchor in Sagua la Grande. On Sunday the 2nd of 
May, 1858, boarded, questioned, and papers demanded, 
as in the foregoing case. 


No. 6. 


“John Howe,’’ barque, Captain C. A. Nicholls. 
At anchor at Sagua la Grande on the 2nd of May, 
1858, boarded by a British officer, who came alongside 
in a boat manned by a crew of some twelve men. 
Papers demanded, examined, and questioned. 


No. 7. 


“J. Thurston,” brig, Captain A. Lampher. Boarded 
under similar circumstances to above. 


No. 8. 


“Clarendon,” ship, Captain John A. Bartlett. 
At anchor in Sagua la Grande; boarded from the 
British war-steamer “ Buzzard,” anchored near. Her 
papers demanded, and questions put. Her master 
replied that he was within jurisdiction of Spain, and 
repelled the officer’s right. Obedience required, but 
declined. The officer retired, but returned soon after 
pen ate by his Commander, both armed. Papers 
again demanded, and again refused. The master and 
crew threatened with being taken prisoners, and the 
vessel to be taken as a prize. 

The British officers again departed, but returned in 
about two hours with two large and two small boats, 
manned by eighty armed men. The same demands 
formally repeated, with threats of a guard bein 
ordered on board. The master was resolute, an 
calling some of the boat’s crew, said no stranger 
should command on board his vessel, and threatened 
to shoot the first man who came on board without 
his permission. 

e British officers then left with menaces of future: 
aetion. 
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‘Answer, according to information received at the 
miralty. 


No report; but the master states in his deposition 
that, in all other respects but detention, the boarding 
officer was cuurteous. 


Extract from the report of Lieutenant Mourilyan, of 
Her Majesty's steamer “ Buzzard :”’— 

“ On the 2nd of May last, I eded to board the 
© W. Chandler,’ and other vessels. I asked the usual 
questions as to where they were from, bound, and 
belonging. I also went below, when on board two or 
three of the vessels, previously asking permission of 
the captain or mates. The papers of all the vessels 
were stated to be with the Consular Agent at Sagua 
la Grande, above twenty miles inland. I was warned 
by no person as to my proceedings being illegal.” 


Boarded under the same circumstances, and at the 
same time, as the “ William H. Chandler.” 


Boarded at the same time, and under the same 
circumstances, as the “ William H. Chandler.” 


Same report as above. 


Extract from report of Commander Peel, of Her: 
Majesty's steamer “ Buzzard :”’— 

“ On the afternoon of the 2nd of May, on my way 
to Lobos Cay for the purpose of landing materials for 
a lighthouse, I observed a large vessel lying just inside 
white water ; supposing the vessel to be on shore, I 
immediately bore-up for the purpose of rendering 
assistance. Anchoring the vessel about 400 yards 
from her, I hoisted colours; she being from two to 
three miles outside any cay, and at a very unsafe and 
exposed anchorage. The vessel (‘ Clarendon ’) having 
hoisted’ no colours, I sent a boat on board to ask the 
master if he would hoist them. He, in a most insolent 
manner, refused. The officer then returned to the 
‘Buzzard,’ and reported to me what hed occurred. 
I then went on board the vessel myself, accompanied by 
Mr. Akaster, master, when the refusal to hoist colours 
was still persisted in, and I was told by the master of 
the ship that ‘if I wanted to see them, I had better 
go aft, and see them on the deck.” This I, of course, 
refused to do. I then said, ‘I see no Spanish flag on 
any cay, or any Spanish authority to whom I can 
report you; FI consider it my duty to.make you hoist 
your colours,’ which, after a great deal of demurring,. 
was done. She proved to be the ‘ Clarendon,’ of New 
York. I must now inform you that I was at that 
time in possession of' very good information of a full 
slaver being expected to land her cargo in some ot 
these cays, and also that there was a vessel fitting out 
there for the Slave Trade.” 

Commander Peel further states that the pa of” 
the “ Clarendon” were never asked for, and that he 
had no arms whatever with the exception of his sword, 
that no boarding officer proceeded to the cabin, or 
went off the quarter-deck. He did not, in the first 
instance, command, but only civilly asked that the 
colours might be hoisted. 

With reference to the statement that the “ Claren- 
don” was at anchor in Sagua la Grande, the master, 
in his. deposition, states that she was at anchor at 
@ay Christa, the usual aucho: for vessels drawing 
more than sixteen feet water, and loading with produce: 
fzam Sagua la Grande.. 
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Nature of Complaint. 


No. 9. 


“ Abram,” brig, Captain T. G. Revans. On the 
24th of May, 1858, off Lambia Cay, Florida, boarded 
by the “Styx,” which ran down alongside. Papers 
demanded, questions asked, replies noted, and an 
extract taken from the clearance. 


No. 10. 


“Elizabeth Watts,” brig, Captain J. G. Ellis. 
Said to have been boarded on the 7th of April, 1858, 
by the gun-boat “ Forward,” and qumkunet why she 
did not hoist her flag. 


No. 11. 


“New Era,” brig, Captain H. Walker, Said to 
have been fired at three times on the 18th of May, 
1858, by a steamer, and was spoken to by the boats 
of the “ Styx” on the 23rd and 24th of April. 


No. 12. 


“John and Albert,” ship, Captain R. Crowell. 
Said to have been fired at repeatedly, and boarded by 
an armed steamer off the coast of Cuba. 

Papers demanded and examined. 


No. 13. 


“Miamus,” brig, Captain W. Parkis. Is said to 
have been boarded by the “Styx” on the 20th of 
May. 

No. 14. 


“Reliance,” ship, Captain Samuel Foss. Said to 
have been boarded on the 24th May, 1858, by a boat’s 
crew from a British armed steamer. 
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Answer, according to information received at the 
Admiralty. 


Report from Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Styx :”— 

e American brig “ Abram” was boarded by a 
Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Styx” on the 26th 
May, 1858, in the Gulf of Florida, for the purpose of 
obtaining information. 


No report has been received relative to the boarding 
of this vessel. 


No report has been received relative to the boarding 
of this vessel. 


No report has been received relative to the boarding 


of this vessel. 


No report has been received relative to the boarding 
of this vessel. 


No report has been received relative to the boarding 
of this vessel. 


The foregoing statements of masters of American vessels, with regard to their having been boarded from 


British cruizers, have been answered categorically according to the reports received at the Admiralty ; but in 
cases where no report has been received, it may be presumed that there was no just ground of am pre for 
Commander Vesey, of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Styx,” in a letter to Commodore Kellett, dated the 27th 
of May last, states :—* From the number of vessels fallen in with, it would be almost impossible for me to send 
a special report in each case; I therefore only send reports of those vessels, the masters of which have 
threatened to complain, and I beg to state that the utmost moderation bas been observed by me in those cases, 
a trustworthy officer being sent, the instructions strictly complied with, and in all cases an offer made to note 
in the log all that has occurred.” 

Commodore Vesey in the same letter adds, “I believe that a combination has been entered into at Havana 
by the masters of American vessels for the purpose of getting one of the Commanders of the English cruizers 
removed, and thereby deterring others from boarding suspected vessels carrying an American flag. They 
—s that, if successful, they would obtain the whole slave-carrying trade to Cuba, and reap enormous profits 
with impunity. 

“From aes I have ascertained here, I can state with confidence that, in a short time, nearly every slaver 
will run under the protection of the American flag; and that it will be almost impossible for one of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers to detain them, as they will all clear with legal cargoes stowed over the other. 

“Tt has always been a difficulty with us to induce American vessels to hoist their colours; and as the 
Spanish are beginning to follow their example, we cannot tell them from each other, and our cruizing may be 
said to have ceased.” 

Commander Peel, of the “ Buzzard,” exceeded his instructions when he sent a boat to the anchorage of 
of Boca la Grande to visit vessels, but the town of Sagua la Grande is up the river, twenty miles distant from 
the anchorage. Commander Peel states that when he has boarded any Seen vessel at sea, he has always 
had suspicions that she was not a legal trader, and, at the same time, he has always ordered the boarding-officer 
to behave in a mild, courteoys manner. No hatch has ever been touched, and the vessels never have been 
detained longer than was absolutely necessary. ' ’ 

The officer ing has invariably offered to put in their papers the time of detention, and by what ship 
visited, which no American master has ever wished to be done. : ‘ 

On boarding nearly every American vessel that he (Commander Peel) has visited, the boarding officer has 
been treated with great incivility. : 
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No. 311. , 


Commodore Kellett to the Seeretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 30.) 
ir, “« Devastation,” off Havana, July 7, 1858. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that I left Port Royal in Her Majestv’s sloop “ Devasta- 
tion,” at 6 a.m, the 23rd ultimo, and arrived at Havana on Sunday the 27th at 
10 a.m. 

On the 25th, fell in with the “ Jaseur” off the [sie of Pines; sent her to 
Trinidad de Cuba, with orders to Lieutenant Murray, of ‘ Skipjack,” to return to 
Port Royal to re-tube boilers, they being reported in bad condition. ‘‘ Jaseur” to 
rejoin me off Havana, when, after coaling and provisioning her, I shall despatch 
her to Tampico. 

On Sunday the 27th, at daylight, fell in with the “Styx,” and went into 
harbour in company. When off Havana, exchanged colours with the United States’ 
frigate “‘ Plymouth,” and brigantine ‘ Dolphin;” in harbour, the “ Vixen ” steamer. 
No Spanish vessels of war in port; it is said they are all cruizing for the suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade. 

I have issued their Lordships’ confidential letter of the 17th of May to the 
commanders of cruizers; in addition to which (on the 18th ultimo), I have given 
them orders “ to cease from visiting, or in any way interfering with, vessels under 
the French or American flag,” until ] receive their Lordships’ further instructions 
on the subject. 

I inclose correspondence received from Commander Vesey, of the ‘‘ Styx,” 
on the subject of his proceedings on the coast of Cuba, amongst which is a copy 
of a letter placed by the commander of the United States’ steamer “ Fulton” on 
board the gun-boat “ Forward,” under the following circumstances, viz :— 

The “Styx” was off Matanzas, and sent “ Forward” in for vegetables; the 
the “Fulton” followed her in. Her commander went on board the “ Forward,” 
and gave the letter to Lieutenant Davies, who I think acted judiciously, merely 
replying, “This must be for my superior.” Lieutenant Almy was otherwise civil. 

I do think that this letter was volunteered by the United States’ lieutenant, as 
I cannot conceive it possible that that Government would place in the hands of so 
junior an officer the power of adding any insult he might choose to a remonstrance 
it thought proper to send. 

The flag officer commanding the United States’ home squadrom was off the 
port off Havana for a short time on the 30th ultimo, too distant for my communi- 
cating. He left the same eveniug, it is said, for Key West. I have addressed him 
the accompanying letter, the tenour of which I hope their Lordships will approve. 
1 inclosed it under flying seal to Her Majesty’s Consul-General to forward it, either 
through the United States’ Consul, or by any vessel of war that may call at Havana, 
in order that the officers employed in the Gulf may be aware of the instructions 
I have given to the officers under my orders. I have been induced to take this 
means of communication in consequence of the very hostile display of the United 
States’ vessels employed off this coast. Yesterday I steamed out of Havana; the 
“Plymouth ” was off the port. On passing her within half a mile, with my broad 
pendant and colours flying, observed them go to quarters, clear away their pivot 
guns, which they kept bearing upon us until we were out of range, when she tacked 
and stood in shore. ; 

Neither the commander of the “ Vixen” nor “ Dolphin” waited on me on my 
arrival at Havana, and left without doing so. 

The “Styx,” having coaled, left Havana on the 29th, to join the flag of the - 
Commander-in-chief at Halifax, to call off Cay Sal, and deliver orders to “ Jasper” 
to await my arrival there; and to “ Forward” to retura to Port Royal and make 
good defects of boilers, which require re-tubing. 7 i 

ave, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 


P.S., 8th July.—An American mail-steamer arrived yesterday at Havana. It 
would appear the captain of the United States’ frigate “Plymouth” received 
despatches by her. Immediately after the return of her boat trom the city, she 
hoisted the English ensign, and saluted my broad pendant, which was of course 
returned. We have not yet had any personal intercourse. wi tt. 





REPORSS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 443 


Inclosure in No. 311. 
Commodore Kellett to Flag Officer Mc Intosh, U.S.N. 


r, “ Devastation,” off Havana, July 7, 1858. 
_I MUCH regret not having had an opportunity of meeting and communicating with you personally 
d ee stay off Havana. 

the officer in command of the squadron employed on this part of the West India Station, I have the 
honour to inform you that I have issued instructions ‘to the respective captains and commanders of the ships 

and vessels under my orders “ to cease from visiting or interfermg with American vessels in these waters.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 





No. 312. 

Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, * TImaum,” Port Royal, July 8, \858. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ confidential 
and other communications forwarded to me by the packet of the 17th June, and 
the duplicates of the same by Her Majesty’s ship “ Lapwing ;” those by the packet 
I received on the 14th July, when off Cay Sal (north of Havana), by which I found 
that the instructions I had already issued to the ships under my orders were 
happily in exact accordance with those I have just received from their Lordships, 
only differing this much, that mine have not been issued as confidential instructions. 

Their Lordships’ order (dated June 10, 1858) to report fully all details in every 
case in which the cruizers have fired at, boarded, or detained any vessel under 
ae colours, | have issued, but there is not time to collect their reports for this 
mail. 

Their Lordships’ most confidential instructions for the commanders of Her 
Majesty's ship ‘* Styx” and “ Buzzard ” and “ Basilisk,” I have also issued. With 
respect to the distribution of the squadron, | have the honour to inform their 
Lordships that, before I received their instructions, the following orders from the 
Commander-in chief had been received and acted upon :—? 

Her Majesty’s ship “Styx” sailed from Havana 29th June, with all dispatch, 
to join the flag at Halifax. 

“ Basilisk ” left Port Royal, 27th June, for Vera Cruz. 

“Buzzard” left Port Royal, on 14th July, for La Guayra, to reinforce Captain 
Dunlop of the “ Tartar.” 

The “ Jaseur” gun-boat, having been completed by the “ Devastation” off Cay 
Sal, proceeded on 13th July to Tampico; her provisions will not last beyond the 
end of August, when she is ordered to Port hava. 1 will then, unless I receive 
contrary orders, send her to join the flag at Halifax. 

The “Jasper,” after delivering their Lordships’ despatches to me on the 
14th July off Cay Sal, left for Port Royal, with orders to touch at Havana. She 
has just arrived, and reports that the Americans have withdrawn their squadron 
from off that port. It is supposed that they have gone to Key West. As soon as 
her machinery is put in order, which will take about ten days, I shall send her to 
join the flag at Halifax, as directed. 

“Skipjack ” is here, and has just completed re-tubing her boilers, and will sail 
for Devonport in a few days. The “Forward” left me on 13th July off Cay Sal, 
with my Secretary on board; on her return to Port Royal (she has not yet arrived), 
as soon as her defects are made good, and | have made the inquiry directed by their 
Lordships’ as to the capture of the “ Cortez,” she will sail for Devonport. 

The * Lapwing ” arrived here on the 2ist July, and sailed the next day for the 
Havana, with the Foreign Office despatch for Mr. Consul-General Crawford. 

Their Lordships, in their compen which reached me by the mail, directed I 
should send an accompanying despatch without delay to Mr. Consul-General 
Crawford at Havana, but no such despatches reached me until that brought by the 
‘ Lapwing.” 

he 2 Devastation” is in port, ready for any service that may be required. 

It will be seen by this disposition of the squadron that there is not a single 

British pendant at this moment cruizing om the coast of Cuba. , 
' TE have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 
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No. 813. 


Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 35.) 
Sir, “ Imaum,” Jamaica, August 9, 1858. 

’ I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter I have receivéd from Flag-Officer 
Mc Intosh, Commander-in-chief, United States’ home squadron, in reply to one I 
addressed him on the 7th July, when off Havana in Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
“ Devastation.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 





Inclosure in No, 313. 
Flag Officer Me Intosh, U.S.N., to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Colorado,’ Key West, July 17, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant ofl the Havana. 

I was most anxious to meet you, and anticipated, when I made the Havana and learned you were in that 
port, taking my ship into the harbour for that purpose ; but ascertaining the yellow fever to be ver prevalent, 
together with small-pox, I concluded to defer my visit for a few days, and came to this place to coal, intending 
to proceed again off the Havana, as soon as that was accomplished. But circumstances over which I had no 
control prevented and have kept me here since? 

I thank you for the information conveyed in your letter, and I trust the course you have adopted will 
allay altogether the irritation which a little too much zealousness perhaps aroused. 

T hope I shall yet have the pleasure to meet you while I command the home squadron; and I take leave 
to assure you that it will be my ean as it is my duty, to use every exertion in my power to remove any 
momentary feeling which might disturb the amicable relations existing between the two Governments. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES Mc INTOSH. 
No. 314. 
Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 37) 
Sir. * Imaum,” at Jamaica, August 10, 1858. 


” I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th of 
June, and of its inclosure, relative to a system of espionage and annoyance to 
which American vessels are said to have been subjected in the port of Havana b 
boats belonging to Her Majesty’s cruizers, and to inclose for their Lordships’ 
information, a copy of a letter I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
in Cuba on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 





Inclosure | in No. 314. 


Consul-General Crawford to Commodore Ketlett. 


Sir, Havana, July 28, 1858. 

HEK Majesty’s Government have directed my attention to a statement made by the United States’ 
Cmal- General at this place to his Government, dated the 28th of April last, representing that American 
vessels in Havana are subjected to a system of espionage and annoyance by the boats belonging to British 
crnizers. 

The American Consul’s complaint appears to be founded upon the affidavits of several persons, as to the 
truth of which the Consul-General did not trouble himself to inquire, and it will be my duty to show to Her 
Majesty’s Government that the statement referred to is devoid of all foundation. 

I inclose herewith, for your information, a return of all the British ships of war which came to Havana 
during the years 1857 and 1858. ; . : r 

In 1857 you will observe that there were no cruizers. The line-of-battle ships and the frigate cannot be 
looked upon as occupied in the suppression of Slave Trade. The smaller vessels only touched here on their 
way to other places. In 1858, a reference to the Return will show that the British vessels of war employed 
for suppression of the Slave Trade were seldom in this port, and then only for the purpose of coaling, the 
shortest time possible, and their time fully occupied in other matters; so that, had they been so di , they 
could not have exercised any such “ espionage”’ as is reported to have been carried on by them over the ships 
in 


Dnder these circumstances I can have no hesitation in assuring Her Majesty’s Government that, whatever 
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the American masters may have had to conceal, they were neither watched nor interfered with by the boats 
belonging to the British men-of-war in any way whatever. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 3/4. 


British Ships of War at Havana in 1857 and 1858. 


























Name of Date of Where Date of Where 
Vessel. Gum Arrival. from. Departure. bound. sii 
1857 
Nile.. -»| 91 | January 29 | Port Royal..| February 3 | Bermuda 
Euryalus ..| 50 | March 1 | Vera Cruz..| March 4] Ditto 
Mariner ..| 12 | April 8 | Pearl Island | April 18 | Kugland 
Arab . --| 12 | May 23 | Port Royal .| May 25 | Ditto 
Cossack .. 20 | Mav 28 | Ditto | May 30 | Ditto 
Orion ..| 91 | July 14| Ditto . | July 16 | Hal:fax 
1858 : 1858 
Brunswick ..| 80 | March 24] Ditto  ..| March 27 | England 
Styx.. oe 6 | March 24 | Cruize ..| March 24 | Cruize — ..| About 10 hours in port,attend- 
ing the case of the “ Juanita.” 
Forward 1 | April & |; Ditto  ..| April 10] Ditto .. 
Styx . 6 | April 8 | Ditto .| April 10] Ditto —../ Coaled—48 hours. 
Forward 1 April 12 | Ditto .. | April 12 | Ditto ..| Three hours in port. 
Styx . 6 | May 7 | Ditto ..| May 10 | Ditto  ..| Coaled—2} days, 
Atalanta 16 | May 27 | Vera Cruz ..| May 29 | Bermuda ..| Called for water. 
Devastation .. 6 | June 3 | Bermuda ..| Jure 6 | Cruize and | Coaled. 
| Bermuda 

Styx . ..| 6 | June 27 | Cruize ..| June 29 | Halifax \ Ditto 
Devastation..| 6 | June 27 | Port Royal..| July 1 | Cruize Commodore's flag. 
Jaseur 1 ; July 9 | Trinidad ..| July 9 | Tampico ..| Coaled. 
Jasper 1 | July 16 | Cay Sal ..| July 17 | Port Royat..| Ditto. 
Lapwing 2 | July 28 | Port Royal..| July 28 | Ditto ..| Ditto. 














Nore.—The “ Forward” called on the 12th April to report the accident to the Swedish brig “ Sydpolen.” 
The “ Styx” sent in a boat for despatches twice or thrice. The *‘Jasper” also sent a boat in to inquire for 
the Commodore. ‘The “ Arachne” called off the port, and sent a boat in; but all such boats came direct to, and 
returned direct from the landing-place at the Machina. 

(Signed ) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Consul-General in Cuba. 

Hawana, July 28, 1858. 





No. 315. 
Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Imaum,” Samaica, August 10, 1858. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th June, directing me to call upon the 
commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers to report details of every case in which they 
have either fired at, boarded, or detained vessels under foreign colours, &c., I have 
the honour to inclose herewith, for their Lordships’ information, reports from the 
officers in command of the vessels named in the margin,* together with copies of 
extracts from the instructions given to commanders of cruizers. The commanders 
of “ Basilisk,” “ Buzzard,” and “Jaseur,” have been ordered to forward their reports 
direct to the Admiralty, they being on detached service. 

With respect to the investigation ordered to be instituted into the proceedings 
complained against, in the detention and search of the “ Cortez” by the “ Forward,” 
I have to acquaint you that, in consequence of the protracted arrival of the 
“Forward” and the ill-health of her commander, I have not been enabled to 
complete the investigation for transmission by tile mall, abhongh it is in progress. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 


— 


* “Jasper,” “ Skipjack,” and ‘“ Forward.” 


Inclosure 1 in No. 315. 


A Rerurn of Foreign Vessels boarded by an Officer from Her Majesty’s Gun-boat “ Forward,” under command of Licutenant Davies, whilst cruizing for the 
Suppression of the Slave Trade. 





Name and Rank of | Fired A 
Boarding Officer. ag =, Reason for so doing. 








Clara Windsor 
Onzati - 
William Woodside 


Yes, 4 guns} Appearance suspicious - 
Yes, blank | Suspicious =~ - «| 
Ditto To ascertain nationality i 















» 21 | Constancia ~ No No - - - - 
» 25 | Les Belles des Unis No No . % ze sd 
y» 25 | Cornuti - 4 Yes, blank .| For not showing colours Fe 
» 2%6|J. Tinker ~ No No - = ze | 
» 26) Junta - ~| Ditto ~ Yes, blank ~| To ascertain ler nation «| 
» 26 | N. J. de Les Victorias .| Ditto ~| Ditto - No No . - - - 
n 2% No No ~ a o + 
Mar. 13 No No ~ ~ na - 
» 2 No No ~ - ~ - 
» 22 No F No - - - - 
» 22 No No ~ ~ = - 
» 2 Yes, blank -| To show colours ~ 4 
Apr. 5 No No . - = 4 





Conversation held on board. 





Captain asked if I did a matter of 


right in boarding. A. No. 


| None of importance ~ 
Friendly - ~ 
Trivial question ~ - 
None of importance ~ 
No conversation held on board 
None of importance * 
Ditto ~- - ~- 
None ~ - - 
None ~ - « 
None ~ - - 
None ~ - - 
None - - - 
None of importance a 
Ditto ~ - - 
None ~ - - 
None - - ~ 
None - ~ - 
None - - - 
None - ~ ~ 


1 










None of importance. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None, 

Supposed to be going to Guantonamo to fit for the Slave Trade 
Two shots were fired in consequence of not showing colours. 
None. 

None. 

None. 

Papers were not examined. 

gs aces oe male passengers and eight female, said to be bound to 
None. 

Boarding entered in log, by captain's request. 

None. 

None. 

In English waters, | 


None. 


91h 
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© : 
> Name of Ship. | Flag. 
Q ee 
> Apr. 5 | Ottawa on American 
» 6 | Melvin - Ditto 
» 6 | Papila Esperanza Spanish 
» 6] Sarah Brunze American 
» 6 | Manolo es Spanish 
» 6) A.J. Ros ~ American 
» 10} Amistad * ~| Spanish 
» 10 | Elizabeth Watts ~| American 
x, 13 | Leonor - ~| Spanish 
» 13 | Isabella ” .| Ditto 
June 10 | Ben Dunning ~| American 
» 15 | Union - ~| Mexican 
» 17] Guadaloupe ~ ~| Spanish 
» 17| Cecilia - .| Ditto 
July 15 | Saleid - ~| Ditto 
y» 16 | Cortes z J a 











Name and Rank of 
Boarding Officer. 
J. H.W. Rowlett, 
2nd Master 
Ditto. 
Ditto ~ ot 
Ditto - + 
Ditto ” : 
Ditto - «| 
Ditto - -| 
Ditto - -| 
H. Davies, Lieu- 
tenant 
Ditto - - 
J. H.W. Rowlett, 
2nd Master 
Ditto ~ - 
Ditto * J 
Ditto ~ | 
Ditto ~ -| 


A Return of Foreign Vessels, &c.—(continued.) 





No ~ - - -| 
No ~ - - ma 
No ~ ~ - -| 
No ~ ~ = - 


Would not show her colours -| 


No ~ - ~ -| 


To show colours and heave-to ~ 


No ~ ~- ee Pa 
Suspicious appearance and sight 
No ~ - - -| 


Rakish appearance ~ - 


No ~ - ~- ~ 





None of importance - 
None ~ ~ - 
None - “ - 
None ~ Pa - 
None - ~ = 
None - ~ ~ 
None ~ - - 


I asked him why he was burning 
false fires. He said that was to 


suit his own business. 
None of importance ~ 


Friendly ; not of importance 


None - - + 
None ~ ~ ~- 
None - - ~ 
None - ~ + 
None ~- ~ - 





Remarks. 









Papers not examined. 

None, 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

In the afternoon we spoke him, and asked him where he was bound, 
and why he did not hoist her colours. He then took up the American 
colours from off his deck, and said, “ Here they are, and very pretty 
colours too.”” 

Found her papers to be correct. 

Followed out of Havana harbour; boarded, and fired two blank guns; 
looked at her papers and the upper part of her cargo, which was 
visible, without disturbing any. 

None of importance. 

Gave latitude and longitude to captain. 

None. 

None. 


None. 


Aifairs of this vessel are under investigation. 





In reply to the alleged chasing and firing at the American brig “ A. A. Chapman,” on the 9th of April, by Her Majesty's gun-boat “ Forward,” I did not chase any vessel under American colours, and I did not fire a 
shotted gun at any vessel during the day. 
I beg to state that the above is a correct list of vessels boarded by Her Majesty’s ship under my command, and that I was acting under the irstructions for the guidance of Her Majesty's naval officers employed in the 


suppression of the Slave Trade. 


ro) 
jan] “ Forward,” Part Royal, August 10, 1858. 


(Signed) 


HENRY DAVIES, Lieutenant and Commander. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 315. 


A Return of Foreign Vessels boarded by an Officer from Her Majesty’s Gun-boat * Jasper,” under 
: for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 






Date. 


1857 
Nov. 13 


» 


2 


13 
14 
15 


15 


16 


19 


21 





Name of Ship. 


Monetz Orenst 
Young American 


Meruteton . 
Tres Amigos . 


Sea Breeze . 


Joven Eveisa , 


B. K. Eaton . 
W. H. Adams. 
Sarah . é 
“General Marshall 
Cakes 
B, Young ° 
Thomas é 





Boarding Officer, not, 





C.E.H Farrant, 
2nd Master 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 





Yes, blank 


Ditto. «| Ditto 





Name and Rank of | Fired at, or 


+ | Not heaving-to to allow a boat 


Not showing her colours or 
heaving-to. Two blank guns 
fired first 

Ditto : + | No -|No . 

Ditto. .| No - | No 

Ditto . + | Yes, blank. | Signal to show colours 

Ditto . No -|No . 

Ditto . No -| No : 
Ditto ° «| No ~|No . . . 

Ditto .| No -|No . . 





Reason for so doing. 















Not showing her colours, or 
heaving-to when observing us 
in chase 







to board her 





Not showing her colours when 
she found us in chase 


















Conversation held on board. 





None of note remembered . . 

Particularly civil . . 

About the dangers of the navigation 
of the coast, and showing charts of 


the cays, &e. 
General; nothing of note . 


The master expressed his pleasure 
at seeing us among the cays as he 
should no longer be afraid of pirates 

Nothing of importance . 

None 


None . . . . 


Asked her position, and informa-| 
tion about Casilda 


Nothing worth noting 


Nothing of importance 

Great civility : . . 
None of note . . | 
General. ’ ‘ i 
Ditto 

Ditto . . 

Ditto . . . 








command of Lieutenant Pym, whilst cruizing 


Remarks. 


At night could not tell of what nation, till boarded. 
Boarded, examined papers, and found them correct. 
Ditto. 


Boarded, but did not examine papers: she hove-to on our firing a gun 
as a signal toa Spanish schooner to show her colours. Told the 
master the gun was not intended as a signal to him, 

Boarded, and found her correct. 


Boarded, and found her to be an emigrant ship bound to New Orleans, 


Did not make her heave-to; dropped a boat ahead thinking her conduct 
suspicious in not showing her colours when seeing us in chase many 
hours. The master made a complaint at being boarded. 

Boarded, and found all correct. 


Ditto. 


f] 
Observed her standing in for the cays, where we were at anchor, sud- 
denly altering her course, appre on seeing us; weighed, and 
boarded her, but did not cause her to heave-to. Found her correct. 
Fired a shotted gun, chased, not showing her colours, nor heaving-to 
after two blanks had been fired ; boarded, and found her correct, 


Boarded her, it being too dark to distinguish what colours she was 
under. Did not examine her papers on finding she was an American. 

Boarded her, it being night could not see of what nation she was, 
Found her to be an Amerivan; did not examine her papers, 


Visited, but did not cause them to heave-to, or examine their papers, 
‘The reason we visited was to seek information and news, 





Visited to seck information and news, and try to purchase stock, 
Ditto, 
Boarded, and found correct. 
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Feb. 





F. Shearer 


William Tell 


Lucy Francis 
St. Helena 


W. P. Rich 
Talia . 
Eastern Star 
Randolph 


O. 8. Moishon . 


Garland 
Rosalind 
Unknown 
Napoleon 
Sirena . 


Jas, Cook 


R.Wing 


Tropic Bird 








American 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Bremen 
None 
Spanish 
Ditto 


American 


Ditto 


Ditto 


2nd Master 
Ditto . . 
Ditto. . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto 
Ditto . i 
Ditto ° . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto . . 
C. West, Chief 
Engineer 
C. E. H. Farrant, 
2nd Master 
Ditto : . 
Jas. Fullerton, 
Gunner 
C. E. H. Farrant, 
| 2nd Master 


Name and Rank of 
Boarding Officer. 





Cc. E. H. Farrant, 





Fired at, or 
not. 
Yes, blank 
No . 
No ° 
Yes . 
No . 
No . 
No . 
No : 
No . 
No . 
Yes, blank 
Blank, and 
| _ 18-shotted 
No . 
No . 

No 

No . 

One blank, 
2-shotted 








Reasons for s0 doing. 





Not showing her colours, and 
when she did, not doing so in 
a conspicuous place 

No . . . . 


No . é . . 


Signal to show her colours, 
pick up a boat sent in chase 


No . ° . . 
No . . 

No . . 

No . 

No . « re 

No . . . :| 
A signal to heave-to . . | 


Showing no colours 


No . ° 

No . . . 

No . . . . 
No . ; . . 


To cause stranger to show her | 
colours and heave-to 





Conversation held on board. 


Civil; asked him the reasons for 
his suspicious conduct; gave 
none 

Asked him to what nation he be- 
longed, and if he had any colours, 
“Yes, American ;” told him to 
show them 

Asked his position, he being entirely 
out of his reckoning 

Asked where to obtain a pilot, and 
information respecting this dan- 
gerous coast 

General. . . . 


No conversation of note 


Asked his position, and a few other 
questions 
General. . : 


Asked his position, and said he had 
missed his port 


Said he had been boarded by the 
“ Forward ” the same afternoon 
General. . 


The master admitted he was a 
slaver 
Nothing of importance 


Ditto 


Ditto . : . . 


Told the boarding officer he did not 
know he was obliged to show his 
colours even when going into an 
English port 


Remarks, 


| Inserted in his log reasons for boarding. Chased her for forty miles in 
a strong breeze, conduct and appearance being very suspicious, 
Boarded to ascertain her true character, 

No colours shown until after boarded. 


From his standing in for the uninhabited cays, thought her suspicious. 
| Boarded, and found correct. 


Visited for news and to obtain stock. 
Boarded, and found correct. 


Boarded her at night in acalm; could not tell of what nation she was 
until had done so. 
Did not make him heave-to, Boarded for news and information, 


Saw him alter his course in for the land very suspiciously; when we 
closed he hove-to, apparently wishing to communicate. He did not 
know his position, 

Boarded him after dark ; did not know of what nation till visited. 


Boarded and found correct. 


Boarded, examined, and found her to be a slaver, and made her a prize. 
Her Majesty's ship “ Styx,” was in sight when she was captured, 
All correct. 


Boarded, and found all correct. 


At night, and leaving, had information of a suspected vessel of this 
description ; examined her papers and found all correct. Did not 
cause her to heave-to. 

Had no colours flying when boarded in Matthew Town Roads, Great 
Tnagua Island. 


| 

| 

| Extract from the Log of Her Majesty's ship “ Jasper.” 

| “1°30, weighed; made all sail and proceeded out to sea; observed a 
large ship under very easy sail; closed with her, she not showing 
any colours; fired a blank gun to cause her to do so. 1°50, fired a 
round shotted for the above reason. The stranger showed American 
colours. 2°15, hove-to, the ship still continuing her course ; fired a 
| round shotted as a signal for the ship to heave-to, to allow a boat to 
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Fired at, or 

















Reasons for so doing. 


No 


Showed her colours and hauled 
them down again immedi- 
ately and not again showing 
them as we approached her 


To cause her to show her 
colours 


See Remarks . 


No 


Conversation held on board. 





. | Nothing of note. . 


Captain asked her position, gave it 
him ; and other general remarks 


None of importance 


General. + 


None 





board, she having caused suspicions by her movements, &c., and 

there being too much sea and wind fy Bee a boat. 2°15, the ship 

tee 2°18, hoye-to, lowered a boat, and boarded the ‘Tropic 
ird.” 

“The boarding officer was received on board in a most discourteous 
manner, not only by the captain, but by other persons who appeared 
to be partners, Offered to insert anything they wished in their log, 
which the captain positively refused 

(Signed) = “C, E. H. FARRANT, 2nd Master, 
“WESTON SMART, A.B., 
Coxswain of the gig.” 


“2°30, boat returned; up ditto; furled maintop-sail, topgallant-sail, 
and reefed foretop-sail. 
“ When the stranger was first seen, she had but little sail set, but made 
| sail when we approached her. I had received information that two 
| ships had been cruizing in the latitudes for many days, supposed to 
be awaiting the arrival of a slaver, whose cargo they were to receive. 
I was at the time in seach of the same, and, therefore, boarded the 
“Tropic Bird,” her movements being suspicious, On the boarding 
officer reaching the deck, he was questioned simultaneously by the 
captain and two or three other persons as to his right to visit an 
American. He told them he doubted their nationality, and requested 
to see their papers, which were shown without the slightest remon- 
strance ; immediately after which, and before he had time to return 
| to his boat, the captain gave the order to ‘fill;’ upon which the 
officer requested he would not do so until he had left the ship, there 
being at the time a very strong breeze and heavy sea running, he 
being afraid the boat would be stove by the rolling of the vessel. 
The captain took no notice of his request, and it was with difficulty 
he regained the boat.” 


Boarded her and found all correct. 
and standing away from us. 

Having shown American colours and hauled them down ten minutes 
afterwards as we approached her, and did not again show them, 
Boarded her, thinking her conduct suspicious, she having no colours 
flying. Examined her papers, found them correct. 


Conduct suspicious, altering course 


Boarded, and found her correct. 


The boarding officer considered her suspicious; left her to report the 
same tome. In his absence she made sail away ; fired to bring her 
to; returned, examined her fully; found cause of suspicion, but not 
sufficient to detain her. 

Found her all correct, 
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Reasons for so doing. Conversation held on board. Remarks, 





May 17 | John and Albert . | American . | C. E. H, Farrant, | Yes, blank | Altering course aud then not | Very violent in manner, and abusive | He (the captain) offered his hand, when the boarding officer returned 
2nd Master, and | andshotted showing colours when re- in language, said he would give it he withdrew his, saying he would not shake hands with a pirate. 
Chief Engineer peatedly fired at his last dollar, and ten years’ | ! The following is an extract from the log. 
} service to go to war with England | ‘ 1°30, altered course and made all sail to close a suspicious looking 
i ship. 3°10, showed colours to stranger. 3°20, fired 24-pounder 
| Hy howitzer (blank) as signal for stranger to show her colours, 3°25, 
fired 32-pounder shotted with distant charge. 3:28, fired 32-pounder 
{ shotted. 3°31, stranger showed American colours. 3°33, stranger 
| | hauled her colours down. 3°36, fired 32-pounder shotted ; drew fires 
t H forward and got up steam to close with her, 4°5, proceeded under 
steam. 5°40, fired two rounds from 32-pounder to make stranger 
| | show her colours ; stranger showed American colours, and hove-to; 
4 lowered a boat, and boarded an American ship. Found her correct. 
| Considered the above sufficient reason to board her.”” 

















i) 
& 
a) 
5 
0 
» 18] Emma Eyra . . | Ditto . | 2nd Master . | No ~|No . 5 i | Asked her position ; visited . | Visited her for information. fe] 
| 
» 18] G. R. Dickson . | Ditto . | Ditto No »~|No . a | Asked his position, ardgaveinforma- | Visited to obtain information, 5 
| _ tion of slaves fitting at Cardenas 5 
» %| Brownsville . .| Ditto .| Ditto .  .| No .|No . ; : . | Received news of the * Buzzard,” | Visited for news. < 
in the vicinity A 
» 24] Mareys _ . | Spanish . | Ditto ‘ .| No -| No . Ps . . | General. a a . | Found all correct. S 
| | 
» 24] Antoniata F; « | Ditto . Ditto ‘ | No ~|No . é P. . | Ditto : ‘ ' . | Boarded ; all correct. ~ 
» 24] Celia . . + | Ditto -| Gunner . | No ~|No . « . . | Ditto . . a . | Found all correct. rc 
| 
» 24 | Reliance 7 . | American . | C. E. H. Farrant, | Yes, blank | To call his attention to a boat | Asked boardingofficerhe!ow,showed | Dropped a boat alead of the ship; he sheared off from her; fired a 2} 
2nd Master dropped to board him charts, &e. . F a blank gun te call his attention to boat, i? 
» 25 | Culebra . | Spanish Ditto. . | Ditto. | To cause stranger ty pick up | None remembered . ‘ . | All correct. | 
mt boat 
» 2%)*O" . . « | Ditto + | Ditto 2 . | Ditto, and | A signal to heave-to . . | All eivilities $ : . | Ditto. 2 
shotted | 
vn 26 | Vinet . : - | Ditta - | Ditto . «| No »| No. A . . | None of note, . 4 . | Ditto o 
» 30 | Westminster . + | American . | Ditto * - | No ~| No . . . | General. . . - | Thought it suspicious her leaving the proper channel, and running over 
| the Cay Sal Bank. 
June 2 | Emelia : + | Spanish =, Ditto . . | No -|No . . . + | Ditto . : . - | Found the captain and crew under the influence of drink, Found her 
all correct. 
» 2] Pepa . s - | Ditto . | Chief Engineer . | No ~|No . . ‘i . | Ditto . ° : - | All correet. 
» 4 | Tlionte. . - | French .| C. E. H. Farrant, | No -|No . % » . | All civilities . ‘ . | She shortened sail, upon which we boarded to see if she wanted assist- 
2nd Master. ance, and to obtain news of Her Majesty’s ship “Styx,” for which 
ship we had despatches. 








I beg to state that the above is a correct list of ships boarded by Her Majesty’s ship under my command, and that I was acting under the “Instructions for the guidance of Her Majesty's Naval officers employed in 
the Suppression of the Slave Trade.” 


> 
Port Royal, July 26, 1858. (Signed) W. H. PYM, Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty's Gun-boat ‘ Jasper.” a 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 315. 
Lieutenant Murray to Commodore Kellett. 


, “ Skipjack,” Port Royal, July 20, 1858. 
WITH reference to your memorandum of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to report as tollows :— 
Upon the 12th of Goaases, 1858, upon approaching Cape Cruz, I perceived, ainongst svveral vessels, a 

brigantine, that appeared to be coming out from under the Cape, and steering a course into the open sea in a 
direction leading nowhere, and, deeming this conduct suspicious, as well as the appearance of the vessel, I bore 
up in chase under sail at noon, and at 1 p.M., finding that we did not gain upon her, who about this time 
hoisted a colours, I fired a blank gun, on which she took in her studding-sails; after an interval of ten 
minutes, I fired a second blank gun, on which she took in her lofty sails, and a third blank gun caused her to 
heave-to, when, at 1:30 p.w., I boarded her in person, and being received by the master, 1 informed him that I 
was come for the oe of ascertaining that he was not engaged in the Slave Trade, and exhibited to him 
the documents authorizing me to examine Spanish vessels, and requested to see his papers; upon examining 
which L found her to be the “ Mariano,” trom Majorca, for Cienfuegos, with cargo of wine, &e. Upon 
leaving the cabin, I looked into the main hatchway, which was open, and seeing nothing in the appearance of 
the vessel to justify any further suspicion, 1 informed the master that he was at liberty to prosecute his voyage, 
and left the ves-el. No other communication, as far as 1 am awave, was held with the master or crew. 

In this case | was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844, and under sailing orders from you, dated 9th of February, 1858, requiring me to cruize for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, and to be guided by the aforesaid Instructions. 

On the 13th of February, 1858, running along shore, and being at 2 p.m. about half way between the 
Eastern Head and the Canal de Caballones, I perceived closing the Cays a brigantine, which T recognized as 
having seen twenty-four hours previously, she having run only sixty miles in the interval, with a seven-knot 
breeze. Deeming this cireumstance suspicious, I gave chase, and, at 2°45 p., lighted the tires for that 
purpose, and at 6°30 p.at., steam being up and the chase bearing north-west by west 34 miles, steamed ahead, 
and rapidly closed her. At 7 v.at. fired, with a short interval, two blank guns, which failing to bring her to, 
or cause her to show colours, I then fired two rockets in her direction, of which she took no notice, but 
stecred in towards the Boca Grande, a notorious channel for running slaves. At 730 p.m, losing sight of the 
chase in the darkuess, and being then unacquainted with the leeality, I banked the fires, and stood off and on 
for the night, but at daylight the chase was not in sight. 

In this case I was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1814, and under sailing orders from you, dated 9th of February, 1858, requiring me to eruize for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, and to be guided by the aforesaid Instructions. 

On the 11th of March. 1858, at 11 a.m, being at anchor under Cape Cruz, observing two coasters 
carrying Spanish colours, under the lee of the reef, who appeared to be in no hurry to prosecute their voyage, 
though the weather was moderate and fine, and knowing that such craft are frequently in the habit of carrying 
smail parties of newly imported negroes from one part of the coast to another, I deemed it inexpedient to 
leave them unexamined, and accordingly caused them to be boarded by Mr. H. J. Sutton, second master, who, 
finding them to be laden with country produce, and having no suspicious negroes on board, after making some 
trifling purchases, quitted them. 

In this case | was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844, and under sailing orders from yon, dated 9th of February, 1858, requiring me to cruize for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, and to be guided by the aforesaid Instructions. 

On the 7th of April, 1858, being off Cape Cruz, about sunset, I had occasion to fire several guns, for the 
purpose of bringing-to an English brigantine, under circumstances that appeared very suspicious, as reported 
in my letter of proceedings, dated 17th of April, 1858, and at the time the guns were fired there were several 
other vessels in the immediate vicinity, one of which, about half-a-mile distant, immediately hoisted American 
colours, but neither she nor the-others were molested, or in any way interfered with. 

On the 4th May, 1858, at 2°40 p.m., being off the eastern head of the Doce Leguas Cays, I observed a 
large barque steering in a direction very much out of the way of any large vessel, and closing her under steam 
| sail at 4°30 p.m, being within a mile of her she hoisted American colours. At 5 P.M., running ake 90 
T hailed ‘to say that 1 proposed to send a boat on board of her; to which the master replied, “ Very well,” or 
words to that effect. Steaming ahead of her, I oe a boat and dispatched Mr. J. M. Jewett, gunner, with 
orders to ascertain, by examination of papers or otherwise, that the vessel was really American, and in that 
case to quit her immediately ; on the approach of the boat, the vessel (found to be the “ Whistling Wind,” of 
Blue-hill, from Cadiz for Trinidad, in ballast), and which was going three or four knots, backed her maintop- 
sail, and the boarding-officer having informed the master that he was come solely for the purpose of 
ascertaining his nationality, the latter took him into the cabin and exhibited his papers, which showing him to 
be American, the boarding-officer was about to quit the vessel, but the master detained him by opening his 
hatches, and insisting that he should look below, which having done, and the master not wishing to have an 
entry of the facts made in his log, he returned on board, and the “ Whistling Wind” made sail, having 
remained hove-to, though in no way required to do so, for about ten minutes. 

In this case I was acting under their Lordships’ printed instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844. 

On the 18th of May, at 9 a.m., being about fifty miles south-east of Cape Pepe, observing a large ship 
standing in towards the entrance of the Rosario Channel, and it being very unusual for any large vessel to 
work to windward along this coast, I lighted fires in chase, and at 3°50 p.m. hove-to alongside of the chase, 
which now showed Prussian colours, wil dispatching Mr. J. M. Jewett, gunner, provided with the necessary 
documents, and with orders to examine her papers, and if he should observe nothing suspicious to leave her 
at once. He found her to be the “ Pangan” from Havana, working up for ‘lrinidad, and there bein 
nothing to justify any suspicion, after receiving from the master few newspapers, he left her and return 
on board, no communication having been held except with the master, and the vessel not having been impeded 
or delayed more than five minutes. b 
naa » wed case I was acting under their Lordships’ printed instructions for the suppression of the Slave 

e, 1844. ; ‘ 

At 7:30 a.m., on the Ist of June, being at anchor under Cay Breton, I observed a brigantine standing off 
and on shore, apparently waiting for something ; and weighing in chase, she shortly afterwards bore up north- 
west, whereupon, at 3°30 a.m. I lighted fires, and at 2.25 p.m., on my closing her, she hoisted Bremen colours, 
when, without causing her to heave-to, I dispatched Mr. J. M. Jewett, gunner, provided with the necessary 


Sir 
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documents, and with orders to verify her a and to observe if there were anything to create suspicion 
about her. He accordingly proceeded on b and having informed the master of his object, and 
exhibited his authority, the master produced his papers, and lifted his hatches, and finding her to be the 
“ Rudolf,” from Bremen for Lorza, with a general cargo, the boarding-officer returned on board, no other 
communication having been held with master or crew, and the vessel proceeded on her voyage. 

In this case I was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844. 

On the 13th of June, at 8 a.m., being at anchor under the lee of Breton Reef, the weather thick and 
rainy, I observed a barque so close to that dangerous point as to indicate either ignorance of the locality, or 
some unusual object in view. After watching her motions, which appeared undecided for some time, at 9 a.m. I 
weighed, and steaming out in chase, she hauled offshore, and was soon lost in the fog; but at 11 a.m. I regained 
sight of her, when she hoisted American colours, and ten minutes after, running alongside, I hailed to sa: 
that I would send a boat on board, to which the master replying “If you please,” or words to that effect, 
pet ahead, and sent Mr. J. M. Jewett, gunner, with orders to verify her nationality, and in case of her 

eing really American, to quit her immediately, who, going on board, informed the master of his object ; 
the master then took him into the cabin, and produced Fis papers, which, proving good, the boarding-otticer, 
after a short conversation with the master on the excitement then prevalent in America on account of the 
boarding of American vessels by British cruizers, of which, up to this time, I had been entirely ignorant, 
ratoel on board, having first been presented by the master with some newspapers of late date, and the boat’s 
crew likewise having received several newspapers from the seamen of the vessel, though without quitting the 
boat. The vessel proved to be the “M. B. Stetson,” from Boston, for Cienfuegos. The greatest civility 
and attention was shown by the master to the boarding-officer, and the vessel was not caused to heave-to, 
shorten sail, or deviate from her course. 

It afterwards came to my knowledge that the master, upon his arrival at Cienfuegos, proceeded to 
transmit to the United States’ Consul at Trinidad an affidavit of the circumstances. 

In this case I was acting under their Lordships’ Instructions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
dated 1844, 

On the 21st of June, being at anchor off Cape Cruz, observing a coasting-sloop running from the eastward to 
haul round the reef end, and come to an anchor for no assignable reason, at 11°80 a.M., 1 dispatched Mr. Sutton, 
second master, provided with the necessary documents, with orders to ascertain whether the vessel, which was 
flying Spanish colours, might be carrying any small parties of Bozal negroes, or otherwise liable to suspicion, 
who going on board and showing his authority to the master, was by him shown round the vessel ; and finding 
her to be the “ Mabel Maria,” with country produce from Santiago for Cienfuegos, returning on board, no 
other communication having been held. 

In this case I was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844, and also under the Commander-in-chief’s confidential memorandum, of date 27th May, 
referring me to several particulars of the aforesaid instructions, and cautioning me to be extremely carefut 
in avoiding any ground of offence in the execution of this service. 

On the same day, at 1°30 p.a., observing a schooner to come in and anchor in the same unaccountable 
manner, showing Spanish colours, I dispatched Mr. Sutton, second master, to board her, who having shown 
his authority to the master, was by him shown round the vessel and satisfied of her honesty, being the 
“Teresita” trom Santiago, for Cienfuegos, with fish, rice, &c. 

In this ease I was acting under their Lordships’ printed Instructions for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, dated 1844, and under the Commander-in-chief’s confidential memorandum of 27th May, referring me 
to several Articles of the said Instructions, and cautioning me to be extremely careful to avoid any ground of 
offence in the execution of this service. 

I have already, in my letter of the 20th of June, explained to you the circumstances that rendered it 
necessary for me in several instances to employ the gunner upon the duty of boarding rather than the second 
master. 

The above includes every case in which I have either fired at, or boarded, or detained any vessel under 
foreign colours, under suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, or from any me cause. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) J. MURRAY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 315. 
General Instructions for the Guidance of the Commanders of Cruizers on the Coast of Cuba. 


“ Imaum,” at Jamaica, April 13, 1858. 

1, COMMANDERS of ships and vessels cruizing for the suppression of the Slave Trade are to abstain 
from frequenting the ports in Cuba, more than absolutely necessary to obtain refreshments and supplies. 

2. It is not expedient, for many reasons, that they should go into Havana; but if they do so, they are te 
make a special report (for my information and that of the Commander-in-chief) of the. circumstances which 
may induce them to think it requisite. 

8. In the ordinary purposes of communicating with Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, and of 
obtaining any information he can give, it will be quite sufficient. to send in a boat. 

4. Should reliable information be received of an intended landing on any other part of the coast, as 
rapidly as circumstances will permit, without specially getting up steam, except in chase. 4 

8. Pilots may be borne in cruizers, if they can be procured. ‘ : 

6. Should circumstances render it expedient to send boats away, the commanding officers: are to satisfy 
Geers — oer _ properly provided with awnings, to protect the men from unnecessary exposure to the 
sun and to the night dews. 

7. Officers Coaianding the gun-boats, and the second masters, must endeavour to make themselves 
acquainted with the — and the mode of keeping the books and accounts, for the proper transmission of 
which responsible. 

8. gun-boats “ Jaseur” and: “Jasper” are allowed to enter and bear twelve supernumerary men 
each, in the eame manner as Kroomen are borne on the Coast of Africa; and the “ Skipjack ” and “ Forward,” 
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9. The gun-boats cruizing off the North Coast may be enabled to get wreckers or fishermen from Inagua 
or Cays adjacent, and those on the South Coast from Caymans. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT, Commodore. 


To the Commanders of Cruizers on the Coast of Cuba. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 315. 


Commodore Kellett to Commander Vesey. 


Sir. “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, June 10, 1858. 

I INCLOSE herewith, for vour information and guidance, and for that of the officers commanding Her 
Majesty’s cruizers under your orders, copies of a confidential letter and its inclosures, trom the Sceretary of 
the Admiralty, dated the 3rd of May, on the subject of the Slave Trade, and L have to desire that the instrue- 
tions therein contained are strictly carried out. 

Should you or any of the ecruizers under your orders fall in with any one of the cruizers on the South 
Coast of Cuba, her commander is to be furnished with copies. I have seen so many extracts in American 
papers, complaining of your firing at and into (with rifles), boarding, and searching American vessels, which 
T cannot for a moment entertain as truth, yet still [ feel it my duty to caution you to strictly comply with 
your instructions under the head of firing at vessels, and not to let your zeal make your scarches vexatious. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 





Inclesure 6 in No, 315. 
Orders addressrd to Commander Vesey. 


YOU will receive herewith a duplicate letter and inclosures (confidential, which I addressed to you on 
the 10th instant, on the subject of boarding and searching vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and which orders are to be most strictly complied with, 

In addition to the instruetions therein contained, it is my most positive orders that upon no account are 
vessels under the American flag to be boarded, or searched, or fired at, or into, by any cruizer, unless the 
commander has certain information that that particular vessel is fully equipped and engaged in the Slave Trade ; 
and you are immediately to give orders to this effect to the commanders of the eruizers under your orders, and 
also to those on the South Coast (* Jaseur”’ and “ Skipjack’”’) by “ Buzzard,” which vessel you are to order to 
Port Royal, first receiving from her as much coals and provisions as she ean spare. 

Vessels may be chased, and their character pretty well ascertained, without visiting them; simply to 
consider a vessel suspicious, without information, is not to constitute a right to stop and search her. 

You will forward to the Commander-in-chiet, by “Arachne,” full reports of your proceedings, also the 
report of the inquiry vou were directed to make into the circumstances of the vessels boarded at Sagua, by 
“ Buzzard’s” boats. You will also send me by “ Buzzard” a return of all the vessels you have boarded by 
“Styx” during the time you have been cruizing off the coast of Cuba. 

Given on board the * Imaum,”’ at Jamaica, June 13, 1858. 

(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 
Charles Vesey, Esq.. 
Commander of Her Majesty's steamer “ Styx.” 





No. 316. 
Commodore Kellett and Commanders Grant and O'Reilly to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Imaum,” at Jamaica, August 18, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th of 
June, inclosing copy of a letter from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs of the 2nd of June, and inclosures, relative to a complaint made by the 
United States’ Minister at the Court of London, of the detention and search of the 
“Corte,” and directing me to cause a strict investigation to be instituted into the 
proceedings eomplained of, and report the result for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

In accordance therewith I called upon Lieutenant Davies, commanding the 
“Forward,” to furnish me with a detailed report of all the circumstances connected 
with the detention and search of the “Corle*,” which having received, and taken 
to myself the assistance of Commander O'Reilly, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lapwing,” 
and Commander H. J. Grant, of Her Majesty’s ship “Imaum,” I have carefully 
investigated the case, swearing Lieutenant Davies and the parties examined to the 
truth of their statements and evidence, all of which is hereunto annexed; and we 
are of opinion that there is not the slightest foundation for the charge of drunken- 
ness against Lieutenant Davies, or any of his officers, from the time of the capture 
of the “CorteS” to the time of the discharge of the prisoners, off Cay Piedras ; 
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that there has been no act of robbery by any of the company of the “ Forward ;” 
that a search for specie, customary in such cases, was instituted and conducted 
=e great propriety; and that no unnecessary exposure of the person took 
place. 

We are also of opinion that no other sums of money were taken from either the 
“Cortes,” her crew, or passengers, beyond the amount stated in Lieutenant Davies’ 
report of his proceedings, and which was taken charge of by him, and placed in 
the ship’s iron chest. 

From the evidence adduced, it appears there was no attempt to bribe either the 
master (Durrant), or mate (Archibald), of the “Cortes,” neither was there any 
So ci to keep the mate drunk, in which state he was sent on board the 
“Forward.” 

Lieutenant Davies had very reliable information that the “ Cortes” was taking 
in a slave-cargo at Havana, and was bound to the coast of Africa under false 
colours. She had American colours flying when boarded; but when Lieutenant 
Davies declared his intention of detaining her, they were hauled down and destroyed 
by her crew, together with such papers as she had. The person who acted as 
master declared, in the presence of his own crew and that of the “ Forward,” that 
“he had no papers, no nation, and that the papers he had shown were false.” 
Also, “ that ths was bound on a slaving voyage.” 

The condemnation of the * Cortes” in the Vice-Admiralty Court at Jamaica, 
and the nature of the cargo discharged at Kingston, is satisfactory proof that she 
was really engaged in the Slave Trade. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT, Commodore. 
H. J. GRANT, Commander, Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Imaum.” 
MONTAGU F. O’REILLY, Commander, 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Lapwing.”’ 





Inclosure | in No. 316. 


Lieutenant Davies to Commodore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Forward,” August 12, 1858. 
IN obedience to your orders to forward you a detailed report of all the circumstances attending the 
capture of the schooner “ Cortes,” I have the honour to state that having had reliable information that the 
schooner “ Cortes” was fitted at Havana for the Slave Trade, and was ready to start ; also that she would use 
the American flag for the purpose of escaping British cruizers; I kept a strict look-out for her, «1d when 
cruizing for the suppression of the Slave Trade, under the immediate orders of Commander Charles \ esey, of 
the “ Styx,” sighted at daylight on the 16th of April, 1858, a suspicious-looking vessel, which, on nearing, I 
found to be the “ Cortes.” I boarded her (she was under American colours), and on doing so, the person 
representing himself to be the captain of her received me, and I asked him the name and nation of the schooner, 
also to see his papers ; when he asked me below to look at them. He showed me some: en my asking him 
for his crew and passenger list, he could not produce more than five names ona list. I asked him for his 
other papers ; he showed me a piece of paper, to which no signature was attached, as the list of cargo, which I 
marked in pencil, some of things constituting a slave-cargo; and then said, “To what port are you bound ?” he 
answered, “To Annabon.” I then asked him for other papers, and his sealed letter, which he positively 
refused to deliver for my perusal, denying all knowledge of them. Four passports were shown me, but not 
inspected. With this I requested him to muster the crew and passengers, and found that they consisted 
principally of Spaniards, some of whom he said were stowaways in the ship. I then said to him, I think 
your conduct is suspicious, and that you are a slaver, and your papers are not regular; and ordered the 
“ Cortes”? to be hove-to, until I went to the “Forward” to look at the instructions. I returned in a few 
minutes, and he showed me a paper, which he called a sealed letter: it was open, aud was not delivered into my 
hands. I thought the contents were like newspapers. It was then shut up, without my knowing what the 
contents were. The master said to his erew, when I told them I would take them to an American man-of-war, 
that they were pirates, and would be treated as such by the Americans, and the crew rushed and hauled down 
the colours. I then called Daniel Wakeman, quartermaster, the coxswain of the boat, as witness, and told the 
master of the “ Cortes’ to deliver me up his papers, that they might be numhered and sealed by both of us, 
which he refused to do. I then said that 1 would take possession, and if the ig seria had any claim to the 
American flag whatever, that I would give him up to the Americans, when he denied being of any nation; 
also the existence of any papers. I then got into the boat, and the master of the “Cortes”? jumped into the 
boat and said, “I will come with you.” Daniel Wakeham, quartermaster, said there were some papers had 
been thrown overboard, and on my saying to the master of the “ Cortes,” You have thrown overboard some 
papers, he replied that they were only some old neswspapers. J caused to be removed to the “ Forward” as 
many men as was necessary for the safety of the vessel, and proceeded towards Matanzas, on which coast 
there was too much sea to land; I then went to Cape Piedras, and made a signal for a pilot-boat. Judging it 
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necessary for finding papers or treasure (and knowing it to be usual in such cases), I caused the prisoners: to 
be searched by Messrs. Churcher, Huard, and Jenkins, engineers, the only officers doing duty, and somo petty 
officers, and took from them eighty-six doubloons and eleven dollars; after having returned to each of the crew of 
the “ Cortes” one doubloon, and two to each of the gers, I paid afterw five doubloons, in the presence 
of Mr. Churcher, tothe master of the “ Cortes.” 1 no complaints made to me, and the crew and passen 
were allowed to take everything away with them, with the exception of the money mentioned, and their arms, 
knives, &c. There was no offer of money made either to any of the crew or passengers, or threats to cause them 
to sign any papers: there was no drunkenness either of officers or men on board the “ Forward,” and every- 
thing was conducted in a correct manner. - . f 

have taken the statements of the officers and the petty officers named in the margin,® of the circum- 
stances which tonk place at the time of, and after, the capture of the “ Cortes,” which I annex herewith. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY DAVIES. 


I declare this to be a true statement of facts connected with the detention of the “ Cortes.” 
(Signed) Hewry Davies, Licutenant and Commander. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this. 18th day of August, 


, (Signed) Henny Keviert, Commodore. ay : 
a: ‘ H. J. Grant, Commander, H.M.S. “Imaum.” ; : 
- * -Mowraou F. O'Rettiy, Commander, H.M.S.“ Lapwing.”” °°,’ 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 316. 
Statement of Mr. Rowlett, Second Master. 


I WAS on deck during the chase of the schooner “ Cortes,” and when the English colours were shown, — 
and a blank gun fired, she showed American colours, and hove-to, about one mile on port bow (lee). Lieu- 
tenant Davies boarded her, and mustered the crew. Lieutenant Davies then came back by himself, and he- 
said to me, She is the “ Cortes,” and a perfect slaver: I can make nothing of her papers, and I must detain 
. her; if she is an American, I will take her to an American man-of-war. Lieutenant Davies then ogain left. 

the “ Forward ¥ and proceeded to the “ Cortes." . 

During his absence from the “ Cortes,” I observed man crawl forward to the galley, and I saw o blaze . 
as of papers, or something inflammable, burning ; this was brought to my notice by the report of Thomas. 
Pinkney, quartermaster; I fhen observed.the flag hauled down ; it was afterwards hoisted for a few minutes; 
and then hauled down again. I was put in charge of her by order, and took prize crew on board, with orders 
to keep company, and to send as many as necessary of the slave-crew to the “ Forward,” and to treat them. 


I feensl the late master of the “ Cortes” say that he was of no nation, no colours, no papers, and that he 
was bound on a slave voyage; he was sober at the time, and remarked, when he looked at the “ Forward’s” 
gun, that it would have been of no use to have tried to run away. 

1 questioned tho man who acted as steward : he stated that the master of the “ Oortes™ gavo him some 

apors to burn during Lieutenant Davies’ abecnce (after first boarding her) ; also that he had tried to run 
hon her the night before but could not procure a bont and was not allowed to land. 

Everything was conducted properly, and, with the exception of the mate Archibald, I saw no drunken- 
ness in any one. 

The pi en was reported by the steward of the “ Oortes”’ to have turned round the hands of the chrono- 
metor during the passage to Cay Piedras; 1 investigatcd it, having taken the error the day boforo, found it 
had beon put back twelve minutes. I roported this circumstance to Lieutenant Davies. 

- Tho “ Coréoe’’ was captured on account. of having no papers or colours, and being engaged in the: 
ve Trade. ' 

Thero was no robbery or irregularity of any sort on board. © 


I declare the foregoing to bo a true statemont of facts connected with the capture of the schooner. 
= (Signed) J. H. W. ROWLETT, Second Master. . 
Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port: Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 


2 (Signed). Hewny Keivert, Commodore. ; eres 
i! He Je Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum.” hs 
Mowraou F. O’Rettiy, Commander of H.M.S."“ Lapwing.” | 
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. Inclosure 3 in No. 316. 
Statement of Mr. Churcher, Assistant Engineer, let Class. 


I WAS on deck at the time, and observed Licutenant Davies board the schooner “ Cortes,” which 
vessel had an American flag flying. I was engaged partly in the engine-room, and could not pay much attention 
to the “ Cortes ;” but I saw her without,colours while Lieutenant Davies was absent from the “ Forward.” 
When the late master of the “ Cortes" came on board, he said that he belonged to no nation, had no papers, 
owned no fing, and that he was bound to the const for a cargo of slaves. 

During the capture and passage to Cay Piedras I saw no drunkenness and no irregularity of any sort 
going on. I was present at the search by the order of Lieutenant Davies, and the other engincers were present, _ 
with four petty officers. The ship’s company were kept away by order. They were not ill-treated, and their 

rons were not exposed in any way. Eighty-six doubloons, and some dollars (about a dozen), were in the first 
instance counted ; after all (but the money reserved for the master) had been returned to the crew and passen- 
gers, to take them to their respective homes, five were reserved for the master of the ‘Cortes, and given 
to him in my presence. 

se pe the passage, Lieutenant Davies was the only officer of the executive branch, and was constantly on 
the look-out. 

The passengers invited me to meet them on shore, and afterwards I met, casually, three of them at - 
Matanzas, when they treated me in the most friend!y manner. 

Jt is my belief that no case of er occurred of any sort. I observed the mate, Archibald, during the time 
he was on board, drunk. The mate said that the master was a fool to have set his royal, and heave-to ; he should 
have kept on till his masts were shot away, and then set her on fire, rather than be captured. He likewise said 

‘ that he thought that there was money in the “ Cortes ;” and that if permitted to search, he thought he could 
find it; but it was not allowed. 
ia The passengers wished Lieutenant Davies good-bye, and one of them thanked him for treating them eo 


The mate, Archibald, said before he left that he had been also well treated. 

I declare this foregoing to bea true statement of facts connected with the capture of the “ Zortes.” 
(Signed) J. CHURCHER, Assistant Engineer, 1st Class. 

August 12, 1858. . : 


ses°"™ to before us at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 


: (Signed) Henny Kettett, Commodore. , 
H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum.” 
Mowraou F. O’Reitty, Commander of H..S. “ Lapwing.” 





Inclosure 4 in No. 316. 
Statement of Alexander Atkinson, Quartermaster of Her Majesty’s Gun-boat “ Forward.” 


Q State all you know of the “ Cortes” being chased and boarded ‘by the “ Forward,” on the 16th of 
April last.—A. I was quartermaster of the forenoon watch; Lieutenant Davies boarded the “ Cortes: I 
observed the crew mustered aft; she had American colours at main topmast-head. After Lieutenant: Davies 
returned on board the “ Forward” the first time, I observed mon, belong to the “ Cortes,” crawling forward, 
and I saw them go to tho galley in that mannor. Lioutenant Davics then went back to the “ Cortes,” and I 
observed, about ote minutos afterwards, tho colours hauled down by somo of the crew, four or five of them. 
After Lieutenant Davics quitted tho schooner the second time, the colours were again shown, and immediately 
hauled down ngain by the mate Archibald. I found out his name by the other men. I saw no irregularity in 
any way; tho master of “ Cortes’ was sober, and all the officers and men of “ Forward” were sober, and 
engaged in taking care of prisoncrs. I have served in the “ Persian” and “ Avenger" brigs; and I consider 
that the passengers and crew of the “ Oortes" were treated better than those I have seen takon on the Coast 
of Africa, by those vessels, : ‘ : ; 

I attonded searching the prisoners before they left; there was no irregularity, and no complaints. I heard 
all the prisoners, when leaving, say that they ‘ved boon well treated. 

Thero was no one drunk from the time the vessel was taken, that I saw or heard of, except Archibald, who 
was drunk when brought on board. The Commander of “ Forward" was on deck night and day for three 

an frags exception of taking his meals, and aid the greatest attention to everything, and to keep the | 
" in company. | ‘ : ’ 
I deelonis the Sacospilng visemes tinies 
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his 
(Signed) . ALEXANDER & ATKINSON. 


mark. 
Witness to signature. es 
(Signed) «J. H. W. Rowxerr, Master. . Aig he ‘ 
August 12, 1858. : Z all 
Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 
” (Signed) Henny Ketverr, Commodore. 


H. J: Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum.” = 
Mowraovu F. O’Reitry, Commander of H.M.S. “ Lapwing. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 316. 
Testimony of Daniel Wakeham, Quartermaster of Her Majesty's Gun-boat “ Forward.” 


Q. Io you remember chasing, and afterwards boarding, the schooner “ Cortes,” on the 16th April, 1858 ? 
It so, stave all you remember of the cireumstance.—A. Yes; on that occasion I was coxswain of the boat; 
I was called up by Lieutenant Davies, and told by him to take notice of what passed. The papers of “ Cortes” 
were asked for to be sealed and numbered, and the master of “ Cortes”? to attach his name and seal; he 
refused: then the captain went into the cabin. Lieutenant Davies said he would take possession, and take the 
“ Cortes” to the nearest American man-of-war. The captain said, “I guess that you cannot find one.” Then 
Lieutenant Davies answered, “At Key West. or New York, there was one.” Lieutenant Davies and the 
ciyptain then went into the cabin, and the crew rushed and hauled down the colours; they were afterwards 
rv-hoisted by some one unknown, and again hauled down. Lieutenant Davies then got into the boat, and the 
niaster of the “ Cortes” jumped into the boat, and said, “I will come with you.” I then saw some papers 
floating, and called attention to it, when the captain was accused by Lieutenant Davies of throwing them over- 
board: he said, “ Oh, they are only a bundle of newspapers.” 

I considered that every one on board the “ Forward,” both officers and crew, were perfectly sober, and I 
sw no irregularity committed. I consider that the mate of “ Cortes” was a great deal the worse for liquor. 
T do not consider the master of the “ Cortes” was the worse for liquor. 

Part of the crew were ironed by one leg after being brought to “ Forward,” four in number ; four more 
were handcuffed in pairs, one arm each: and they were allowed ali liberty that could be given with safety. 
Turing the to Cay Piedras, I did not observe auy one the worse for liquor on board the “ Forward.” 
Cn arriving at that place, the passengers, boxes, and persons, were searched. Mr. Churcher eonducted the 
svarch, by Lieutenant Davies’ orders; Mr. Huard and Mr. Jenkins, engineers, were present; also petty officers, 
John Rickard, leading stoker; Allen Atkinson, quartermaster; George Newman, corporal. Lieutenant Davies 
was walking and superintending the correctness of the search, and gave back from the sum taken, to each of 
tle crew one Spanish doubloon, and to each passenger, two doubloons: after that, the money was counted in 
tlie presence of all the officers and petty officers of the searching party, and was found to be 863 doubloons. 

All the passengers and crew came to Lieutenant Davies, and wished him good-bye, and expressed their 
thanks for the kindness with which they had been treated; they invited him to go to their houses, and see 
their families. 

I heard two of the crew say that they were called aft by the master, the day before they sailed, and told 
tliey were going to the Coast of Africa for slaves, and that they were detained by foree on board the “Cortes"’ 
by the master, not wishing to belong to a slaver. and that no boats were allowed alongside. 


I declare this statement to be true. 
(Signed) DANIEL WAKEHAM, Quartermaster. 
Auguit 12, 1858. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 
1358. 
(Signed) Henry Kecrett, Commodore. 
H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum.” 
Monracu F, O’ReitLy, Commander of H.M.S. “ Lapwing.” 


Inclosure 6 in No. 316. 


Statement of Thomas Pinkney, Quartermaster of Her Majesty's Gun-boat “ Forward.” 


Q. State all the circumstances you know relative to the capture of the “ Cortes”’ on the 16th of April 
k.st.—-I remember the “Cortes”? being boarded by Lieutenant Davies. I was ordered to remark and report 
anything that happened on board during the visit. I saw the colours of the “Cortes” hauled down, then 
huisted, anc. then hauled down again; I was one of the crew put on board by the “ Forward” to take charge 
of the schooner. 

The mate, Archibald, was drunk, and continued so until he was removed. The master of the “ Cortes” 
was sober, and I saw no one drunk but the mate Archibald. . . 

The mister and mate quarrelled; the master said that he did not wish to serve twenty years in prison. 

The msster told the mate that he had no right to put the ship round in the night, saying, you ought to 
have been in white water on the Florida shore ; the mate replied, that the Spanish captain had ordered him 
te go round. ra 

7 declare this statement to be true. 
(Signed) THOS. PINKNEY, Quartermaster. 

August 12, 1858. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August,. 
1858. 
(Signed) Henry Ketcett, Commodore. 
- HJ. Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum.” 
Monracu F. O'Reinty, Commander of H.M.S. “ Lapwing.” 





Inclosure 7 in No. 316. 
Minute. 


Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, 
: August 14 and 16, 1858. 
AT an ‘nvestigation instituted into the cireumstances connected with the detention and search of the 
wehooner “ Cortes,” by Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward,” Lieutenant and Commander Henry Davies. 
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Commodore Henry Kellett read Lieutenant Davies’ statement tio htm ; he swore to its being s true state. 
ment of facts conn with the capture of the “ Sortes.” ; 

The following questions were then put to Lieutenant Davies to elucidate the case:— ; 

Q. You are aware of the complaints made by the masters of American vessels, that a system of onmeeee 
was exercised over them by boats ee to Her Majesty’s cruizers, in the harbour of Havana. Did you 
ever send boats on such service P—A. No. 





With respect to Don Antonio Flores’ statement, which was read to Lieutenant Davies :— 

Q. Were these men landed on Cay Piedras ?—A. No; I signalized for a pilot-boat, gave those that called 
themselves passengers two Spanish doubloons each to defray their expenses. ‘hey made their own terms with 
the people in the pilot-boat, and left for Cardenas in the boat. 





With reference to Don Antonio Perez’ statement, which was read to Lieutenant Davies :— 

Q. How was the search of these people conducted P—A. I wus present on the quarter-deck myself. 
Mr. Churcher, the senior engineer, conleeel the search, assisted by his two assistant engineers, two quarter- 
masters, one boatswain’s mate, one leading stoker, and the corporal of marines. Sentries were placed to 
hinder any other portion of the ship’s company from coming near and interfering. 

an you give the names of the men that the money was taken from ?—A. No; there was a rough list 

taken at the time of its being collected ; the men would neither give their names nor nation. ‘There was not 
the amount of money found on board the vessel stated by these men. After giving five doubloons to the 
master to defray his expenses, two to each of the passengers, and one to each of the crew, eighty-one doubloons: 
and eleven dollars remained. 

Q. Was any portion of your officers or crew drunk during the time of the capture of the “ Cortes,” or 
after, up to the time of the release of the prisoners off Cay Piedras ?—A. No. 

Q. Was any portion of clothing taken from the prisoners P—A. No. 

Q. Were they ill-treated in any way ?—A. No; four were placed for security one leg each in irons, and 
four handcuffed together. I considered this necessary, as the prisoners outnumbered my crew employed on 
deck, and I considered them suspicious, inasmuch as the mate, who was drunk, threatened to set fire to the 


“‘sortes.”’ ‘They were all armed with long knives, which were taken away from them. 


With respect to Don Miguel Soler’s statement, which was read to Lieutenant Davies :— 

Q. You have stated how the search was conducted ; were any of the people stripped ?—A. No one was 
stripped, but Mr. Churcher can give an exact account of what took place. 

Q. It is stated that the pilots of the port of Cardenas can witness to the truth of Don Miguel Soler’s 
statement: how far distant was the pilot-boat from the “ Forward ?’”—A. The pilot-boat was a low boat, 
about the size of a ship’s pinnace, was lying-to, off and on; they could not see on to our decks. None of the 
pilot’s erew came on board the “ Forward.’ She only once approached near enough for the prisoners to make 
th bargain with them for passage to Cardenas; they were placed on board the pilot’s boat by the “ Forward’s ” 

at. 


With respect to the mate Archibald’s statement, which was read to Lieutenant Davies :— 

Q. You have heard the written statement of the mate of the “Bortes.” Is his statement true with 
respect to your having inspected the papers and taken copies of them ?—A. Such papers as were produced 
were shown to me in the cabin; this man was not present. I took no copies, with the exception of a few 
notes I made from the paper the master stated to be his cargo list, and which was adapted for a slave-trading 
voyage. 

~“O. Did you hear the conversation between the master and mate of the “ Sortes,” with respect to hauling 
down or setting the colourst—A. No; but his statement with respect to the number of times they were 
hauled down and hoisted, is nearly correct. ‘ a 

Q. Did the master (Durant state to you in the presence of his crew, or any portion of them, or before 
your crew, that he had no papers, or claim to any nationality ?—A. Yes; he stated before his whole crew, 
that he was of no nation and had no papers. The coxswain of my boat, Daniel Wakeham, whose attention 
was called to witness what took place, heard him refuse to deliver up papers. . . 

Q. Did you give any orders with respect to hauling down, or hoisting, the American ensign ?—A. No; 
it was hauled down by the crew themselves, and I heard the master (Durrant) give repeated orders to haul 
it down. 

Q. Did you order the master of the “ Sortes”’ out of his vessel P—A. No; on my shoving off he jumped 
into my boat, as the Spaniards threatened to draw their knives on him. On arriving on board the “ Forward,” 
he stood on the quarter-deck, and in the presence of Mr. Rowlett, second master, and Mr. Churcher, the 
chief engineer, said that he had no papers, no colours, and was of no nation, and was bound to the coast of 
Africa for a cargo of slaves. After this remark I went below, and he followed me. 

Q. Was any one present in the cabin at the time he was there?—A. Yes; my steward. = , 

. What conversation took place between you and the master in your cabin with respect to the “Qortes,’ 
and who commenced the conversation ?—A. The master remarked to me, you have taken the finest Baltimore 
schooner; but if I had had wind enough you would not have taken me: that she had been to the coast of 
Africa twice before, and had been a very lucky vessel. I made no remark. I kept him on board until the first 
boat-load of the prisoners were removed to the “Forward.” : 

am Did you offer money, or anything in the shape of a bribe, to the master, or any other person belonging 
to the “ ?”—No. 

Q. Did you ever make any offer of money to the mate (Archibald) as stated in his sworn affidavit ?— 
A. No. 


(Signed) HENRY DAVIES, Lieutenant and Commander: 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th of August, 1858.. 
(Signed) Henry Kevrett, Commodore. ~ 
H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M_S. “ Imaum." , 
Monracu F. O'Rettty, Commander of H.M.S. “Lapwing.” 
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Mr. Joseph C hurther, 1st Class Assistant Engineer, examined. 


Commodore Kellett read Mr. Churcher’s statement to him; he swore to its being a true statement of 
facts connceted with the capture of the “ Cortes.” 

Q. Were you appointed by Lieutenant Davies to conduct the search of the “ Cortes’ ” crew and passengers ? 
—A. I was. 

Q. State how the scarch was conducted.—A. In the first place, four of the oldest and steadiest petty 
officers, and the other two assistant engineers, were chosen to assist. The ship’s company were kept sway by 
order, and by sentries being placed near the gangways. The search took place on the quarter-deck ; th ir coats 
and vests were removed, but not their shirts ; their bodies were merely felt in the usual manner of searching, 
and their trow-ers in most instances were dropped, as one man had a belt containing doubloons round his leg. 
Their boots also were taken off; their persons were not in any way exposed, with the exception of their legs, 
from the knee downwards. They were not in any way ill-treated, there was no act of violence of any kind ; 
the lock of one of the Spanish passenger's boxes vas broken, as he refused, or could not, produce the key. 
The clothes were restored to their boxes and bags, and passed over the side into the boat that was to convey 
them to the pilot schooner, and a lashing was given to the man whose trunk was broken open, to secure it. 

These people may have managed to Jeave with money xbout them, as the search was hurried, but under 
the circumstances it is not possible that any case of robbery could have been committed by any of the 
“ Porward’s ? crew, 

Q. Was the Commander of the “ Forward”? drank at the time of the capture of the “ Cortes; or atter, 
until the crow and passengers were discharged off Cay Picdras into the pilot-schooner ?—A, He was not, to 
my knowledge. 

Q. Were any of the officers or crow of the “ Forward? drunk during that time ?—A. I did not see any 
single ease of drunkenness during that time amongst the officers or crew of the * Forward.” 

Q. Was the master of the * Cortes”? drunk at the time he first went on board the * Forward,” or when he 
heft S—A. T saw no reason to think him drunk at either time. He appeared considerably agitated at the loss 
of his vessel. 

Q. Was the mate Archibald drunk when brought on board P—A. When he was first brought on board he 
Was much excited, and sed strong language; he was afterwards drunk. 

Q. Were spirits offered ty him tor the purpose of bribing him to sign any documents P—A. Not to my 
knowtedao, 

Q. Was any money cver offered to him for that purpose ¥—A. No: not to my knowledge. 

Q. Are you aware that Licutenant Davies offered him 500 dollars, or not, for that purpose P—A. Not to 
my knowledge; T have no reason to suppose he did. 

Q Were you in the Commander's cabin when the master of the “ Zorfes” first followed Mr. Davies 
down ?—A. No, | was not. 

Q. Liow were the prisoners vietualled P—A. They were all given ship’s allowance, four of the passciugers 
living at the Captain’s table. 

Q. Where was the money principally found ?—A. Principally upou their persons, and in one instance 
several doubloons ina cigar-box, 

Q. Was the * Zortes” searched or examined for the purpose of ascertaining if there was specie on board ? 
—A. A portion of the after-part of the vessel was examined, that is, the cabin and the hold under it; but 
nothing tound, 





(Signed) J. CUURCHER, Assistant Engineer, 1st Class. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this Sth day of August, 
1558. 
(S gned) Henry Ketrerr, Commodore. 
LH. J. Grawr, Commander of IL.MS.° Tnann.” 
Mostacu F. O'Reteiy, Commander of HAMS. Lapwing.” 





Mr. Rowlett, Second Master, examined. 


Commodore Kellett read Mr. Rowlett’s statement to him; he swore to its being a true statement of facts 
connected with the capture of the “ Sortes.” A ; 

Q. Were you on board the * Forward” when the master of the “Zortes” went on board with Licutenant 
Davies ¥— A. 1 was. . 

Q. Did you hear him make’ any statement with respect to the “ Sortes ?”—A. Yes; he stated that she 
was on a slave-trading voyage, that he had no nation, papers, or colours. 

Q. You saw the American colours flying ; how were they disposed of ?—A. I cannot say. 

Q. Were there any American colours found on board the “Zortes”’ after you took charge of her ?— 
A. None. 

Q. Were there any papers or money found on board after you took charge of her ?—A. None. 

. Did you make search for any ?—A. I did. : 

Q. When at Kingston discharging, did you take measures to prevent any money from being taken out of 
the schooner ?—A. Thinking there might be money, I took the precaution of hiring police, in addition to our 
own scutries. ‘ ; 

Q. Do you think money could have been found by your prize crew and secreted P—A, I do not. The 
petty officer with me is an honest and trustworthy man ; we did not break cargo, after the first search, until 
we arrived at the wharf in Kingston. . re . : 

Q. Have you any reason to a the master had been bribed to state that the “$ortes”’ was of no 
nation, and had no colours or papers ?—A. I have no reason to suppose 80. ’ 

Q. When you were sent to the “Zortes” to take possession, did Lieutenant Davies accompany you, and 
was he sober at the time P—A. He did not accompany me, and he was perfectly sober. ; 

Q. During the five days that you were in company with the “ Forward ”’ before leaving for Jamaica, you 
had frequent communication with the “ Forward,” and of seeing Lieutenant Davies; was he drunk on any of 
these occasions ?—A. He was not. 

Q. Did you search any portion of the “ Sortes’”’ crew that were left on board ?—A. Not one; they left 
the ““ortes”’ the day she arrived at Port Royal, and they, as well as my prize-crew, were searched on board 


the “Tawa.” ; 
(Signed) J. H.W. ROWLETT, Afaster. 
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we to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 
58. 
(Signed) Hevry Ketvetrt, Commodore. 

H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M.S.“ Imaum.” 

Monracu F. O Reirry, Commander of HALS. * Lapwing.” 





Thomas Pinkney, Quartermaster, examined. 


Commodore Kellett read Thomas Pinkney’s statement to him. He swore to its being a true statement 
of facts connected with the capture of the “ Fortes.” 

Q. Did you see the prisoners searched :—A. No. 

Q. Was the mate Archibald drunk ?—A. Yes; and riotous, Ie said that if all hands had been of his 
mind the ship need not have been taken; he would sooner have started a cask of rum, and set fire to it. 

Q. Were you the pe otticer of the prize-crew P—A. Yes. 

Q. Did you search the “ Zortes,” and when ?—A. 1 did, assisted by two other petty officers, Daniel 
Wakeham. quartermaster, and Alexander Atkinson, quartermaster, sent by Lieutenant Davies expressly to 
search her. We went through every place it was possible without removing the cargo entirely. 1 went as far 
as the kelson, by the pump. I did not find any money, nor did the other quartermasters, but in the after part 
of the vessel we found many large water-casks. 

Q. During the time you were in company with the “ Forward,” was Lieutenant Davies frequently on 
board P—A. Yes, frequently. . 

Q. At any of those times, or at the time of the eapture of this vessel, did you obaerve Lieutenant Davies 
drunk, or any the worse for liquor ?—A. No, never; in fact, I have never seen him so since he and LT have 
been shipmates, 

Q. Did you ever see any of the officers of the “ Forward” drunk during that time ?—A. No, I did not. 

Q. Do you think that, while discharging this vessel at Kingston, any great amount of money could have 
been taken out of her?—A. No, I do not; police were employed, in addition to our own sentries. 

Q. Do you know what amount of money was taken out of the prize X—A, 1 don’t know of myself, but I 
heard trom my shipmates that there were eighty-six doubloons to be shared as prize-money. 

Q. Since you have returned to your ship have you ever seen auy one with any part of clothing or 
property belonging to the crew or passengers of the “ Sordes ¢”—A,. No, T have not ; Ido not think there was 
any taken. The men were better treated than any prisoners [ have ever seen, aud 1 have been employed off 
the South-East Coast of Africa. 

Q. Before you went on board the “ Zortes,” did you observe any colours flying ?—A. Yes, American ; 
which was hauled down, then hoisted and hauled down again; it was between 10 and half-past 10. 

Q. Was there any American flag found on board the * Sortes7’—A. No, none whatever. 

Q. Do vou know what became of the American ensign that had been hoisted PA. L cannot swear what 
beeame of it. but Twas told it was thrown overboard with the papers. 

Q. Did the two men you brought in the “ Borfes” to Jamaica ever give you any information with respect 
to her character ?—A. Yes; they both found out. before they left Havana, the vovage she was going on, and 
tried to escape irom her. They also gave information of a vessel, the “Mary Elizabeth,” that sailed at the 
sme time fora slaving voyage, and we actually chased her in the Bortes.? and lost her in the dark. 

(Signed) THOMAS PINKNEY, Quartermaster, and Petty Officer, Prize-Crew, 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Navy Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this sth day of August, 
Is 





Sigued) Hexry Kevrerr, Commudoie. 
H. J. Guast, Commander of H.MS.“ Imani.” 
Mosracu F. O'Retty, Commanter of HAMS. * Lapwing.” 





Daniel Wakeham, Quartermaster, examined. 


Commodore Kellett read Daniel Wakeham’s statement to him. Ife swore to its being a true statement 
of facts connected with the capture of the * Zortes.” 5 

Q. You were one of the petty officers assisting in the scarch of the crew and passengers of the * nortes”” 
on board the “ Forward.” State how it was conducted. — A. The petty officers were first called aft by 
Lieutenant Davies about 4 p.at., and strict orders were given that the search was to be conducted properly ; that 
no violence or other irregularity should take place. ‘The prisoners were called upon the quarter-deck. Sentries 
were placed at the gangways to keep the erew clear of the prisoners. Mr. Churcher and the two other 
engineers, the only officers on board, were also present. The prisoners were called, one by one, to be searched, 
They took off their coats, waistcoats, hats, and shoes, leaving on them their shirts and trousers. We then 
passed our hands over their persons to feel if they had anything concealed about them. We examined the 
clothes they took off, whieh were returned to them. They were then placed aft, separate from the others : 
likewise their hoxes and portmantcaus. 

Q. Did you take their trousers off F—A. No; their trousers were tucked up to their knees, as some had 
money round their legs, the waistbands of their trousers unbuttoned, and turned down for examination. 17 heir 
persons, except their knees and legs, were not in any way exposed. . 

Have you seen any one on board the “ Forward” in possession of any property belonging to the crew 
or passengers of the “ “ortes,”’ clothes, or such like ?—A. No; I have not. 

Q. State what you know with respeet to the money that was found.—A. After the search was completed, 
I saw given to each ‘passenger two doubloons, and to cach of the erew one doubloon. The money that was 
left was then counted by Mr. Churcher, assisted by Mr. Jenkins, in my presence and that of John Diamond, 
»satswain’s mate, and John Record, leading stoker. Mr. Davies was in the cabin at the time. The amount 
was found to be, I perfeetly recollect, 862 doubloons. 

Q. Was there any other money found ?—A. No, there was no more found. . 

Q. Do you think the search was sufficiently strictly taken to ensure no money being carried away by the 
prisoner ?—A._ Yes, the search was-a very strict and close one. = 

Q. The “Sortes” was in company with you for four or five days, and Mr, Davies frequently visited her 
during that time. Was he ever drunk, or the worse for liquor, during that period >—A. No, he never was. 

Q. Was any other officer of the “ Forward” drunk during that time ?—A. No. 
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Q. You saw the American flag hoisted on board the “ Sortes;”’ are you aware what became of it P—A. No; 
I do not know what became of it. 

Q. Did you haul down the American flag ?—A. No, I did not; as I said before, it was done by the crew 
themselves. 

Q. Was the mate, Archibald, drunk P—A. He certainly had been drinking, and was much excited; and, 
in my opinion, it was necessary to secure him. 

Q. Do you know whether the man Archibald was ever asked by any one in the “ Forward” to sign a paper, 
or was he ever offered money to sign a paper ?—A. No, not to my knowledge. 

Q. Are you aware what amount of money Lieutenant Davies gave to Archibald ?—A. 1 saw him give, 
I think, two doubloons. 

Q. Did you ever hear any conversation between Mr. Davies and Archibald respecting money ?—A. No. 

Q. Did Mr. Davies take the master of the “Fortes” out of her, or did he leave her of his own will P— 
A. He did not take him out ; we were in the act of shoving off, when he jumped into the boat and said he 
would come too. 

Q. Are you aware if Lieutenant Davies ever offered the master of the “ Sortes’’ money F—A. No, I am 
not aware, 

Q. Did you hear the master of the “Sortes”’ say anything with respect to the character of this vessel 
ou fe * Forward’s” quarter-deck ? If so, state what it was—A. Jle said he had no papers, no nation, no 
nothing. 

. (Signed) DANIEL WAKETIAM, Quartermaster, 
and Coxsuain of the boarding boat. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty ILouse, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 
1858. 
(Signed) Hesxry Ketretr, CoSSudore. 


H. J. Grant, CoSSander of HAMS. © InauS.” 


Mosracu F. O'Rettiy, CoS Zander of HAMS. “Zapwing.” 





Alexander Atkinson, Quartermaster, examined. 


Commodore Kellett read Alexander Atkinson’s statement to him; he swore to its being a true statement 
of facts connected with the capture of the * Cortes.” 

Q. From the time of the capture of the “ Cortes,” and during the time she was in company with the 
© Forward,” Lieutenant Davies was frequently on board of her; during that period did you ever observe him 
drunk, or the worse for liquor ?—A. No, never; he was perfectly sober. . 

Q. Did you see any other officer or man belonging to the “ Forward” drunk during that period ?— 
A. No, not one. 

Q. Were you one of the petty officers attending the search of these men ? —Yes, 1 was. 

A. How was it conducted ?—A. They took off their jackets, waistcoats, hats, and boots, and the shirt off 
a few of them: their trowsers were tucked up to their knees, the waistbands unbuttoned and felt round; some 
had belts round their waists and knees, in which money was found; others had money in the collars of their 
monkey-jackets: we searched their boxes and bags. They all submitted very quietly to this, all but the mate, 
who was obstreperous. 

Q. What became of the money that was collected ?--A. It was all taken down in the captain’s cabin. I 
heard there were eighty-six doubloons to be shared as prize-money. 

Q. Did you think it was necessary to confine these people for the safety of the ship ?—A. I consider it was. 

Q. Have you seen with any person on board the * Forward” any portion of the prisoners’ clothing, or 
goods of any sort P—A. No, I have not. 

Q. Was the search a strict one P—A. They were overhauled separately. 

Q. Do you think these people could have taken money out of the vessel without your knowledge ?— 
A. No; but we afterwards thought, on hearing there had been money in the vessel, they might have had false 
bottoms to their boxes, The latter part of the search was conducted by candle-light. 

Q. Do you happen to know, or have you heard, if money was offered to the master to get him to sign any 
paper ?—A. No, 1 never heard such a thing. 


his 
(Signed) ALEXANDER * ATKINSON. 
mark. 
Witness to signature : 
WitiiaM T. Grieve, Secretary, 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamiaca, this 18th day of August, 


1858 
(Signed) Henry Kevvetr, Co@@odore. 
H. J. Guant, Com®ander of H.M.S. « IwauS.” 


Montagu F, O'Reitty, CoS@ander of H.M.S. “Sapwing.” 





William Bernthal, A.B. (doing duty as Lieutenant Davies’ steward). 


Q. Do you recollect the master of the “ Cortes” going on board of the “ Forward ?”—A. Yes. 

Q. Were you present in the cabin when he went down with Lieutenant Davies ?>—A. Yes, I was. 

i * Do you recollect what conversation took place P—A. No, Ido not; when he came in I stood outside 
the door. 

Q. Were they drinking ?—A. No. 

Q. Was Lieutenant Davies pertectly sober ?—A, Yes, perfectly sober. 

Q. Was he drunk from the time of the capture of the “ Cortes” to the time the prisoners being discharged 
off Cay Sal?—A. No, he was not. I have been with him since leaving England, and 1 have never seen him 
in that state. I keep the keys and his wine account. 

Q. Was the master of the “Cortes” drunk when he left the “ Forward? ”—A. No, he was not. He had 
nothing to drink on board ; he appeared to be much excited from the loss of his vessel. 

Q. Was the mate, Archibald, ever with Lieutenant Davies in his cabin?—A. No, never. 
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Q. Did you ever see Archibald, the mate, drunk ?—A. Yes, he was drunk and noisy when he came on 
board, and I think that is the reason they put him in irons. ; 

Q. Do you know if the prisoners were properly fed ?—I had orders from Lieutenant Davies to see that 
they had their provisions and were properly looked after. 


(Signed) W. BERNTHAL, Cuptain's Steward. 


"seed to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of August, 

1858. ' 
(Signed) Henry Ketrert, Commodore. 

H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M.S.“ Imaum.” 


Mosracu F. O'Rettiy, Commander of H.M.S. “ Lapwing.” 


George Newman, Corporal, R.M., examined. 

Q. Were you present at the searching of the crew and passengers of the “ Cortes” before they were 
discharged from the “ Forward,” off Cay Piedras ?—A. I was. ; 

_ Q. State how the search was conducted ?—A. The search was made by myself and petty officers of the 
ship, in the presence of the engineers, on the quarter-deck. The prisoners were on the starboard side, and 
we searehed them on the port side, There were two sentries, onc on each gangway, to keep the ship’s company 
trom interfering with us during our search of the prisoners. We xcarched them one at a time, taking off 
their coats and waistcoats, when they had any, and felt them down, tucked up their trowsers to their knees, 
unbuttoned their waistbands, and felt them round. One or two took their shirts off; we also examined their 
boxes, bags, and trunks; they were passed from the search into the boat that was to take them to the pilot- 
boat. Before we finished the search it was dark, and we were obliged to get a candle. 

Q. Was the search a pretty strict one P—A. We searched them as near as we could. 

Q. Do you think that the prisoners could have taken a large amount of money away with them :— 
A. They could, if they had fiulse cases in their chests. 

Q. Do you know what was done with the money that was colleeted 2—A. The money that was collected 
was taken into the cabin by the chief engineer and ship's cook. 1 cannot say if the eook went below with 
the money, ’ 

Q. Do you recollect the amount of money collected ?—A. After the money had been given to the 
prisoners there were vighty-six doubloons left. 

Q. Are you aware if these men’s clothes were returned to their boxes ?—A. They were. 

Q. Have you seen any property belonging to the prisoners, on board the “Forward,” since their 
discharge ?—A. T have not; nor do I think there was anything taken from them beyond the money. 

Q. Where was the money generally found ?—A. In belts round their waists and just above the calf of 
the lex; seventeen doubloons were found in a cigar box, and some in the collars of their coats. 

Q. After the capture of the “ Cortes,” was there any spirits taken to your ship ?—A. There was a cask 
oe on board supposed to be, and marked, * Ale,” which was found to be spirits, and it was thrown over- 

oard. 

Q. From the time of the capture of the “ Cortes,” to the time of the prisoners’ discharge off Cay Piedras, 
did you see any officer or man belonging to the * Forward” drunk 2—A,. No; L did not. 

Q. When and how was the mate, Archibald, confined ?—A. When he came on board he was drunk and 
wranglesome. Ife was handeutfed to another man ou the quarter-deck, under the awning, A sentry was 
there night and day over the whole of them. 

‘. In your visits to your sentries, either by night or day, did you ever hear of any bribe being offered to 
the man Archibald, to sign any paper ?—A. No, I never did; I slept close to them, and I do not consider any 
offer of this sort could have been made to him without my hearing it or being informed by the sentries, who 
had instructions from me to report everything to me that passed. 

Q. It is stated that your commander was not sober; was such the case P—A. No, certainly not; he was 
on deck night and day, and I was frequently up at night myself and saw him carrying on the duties; Lam, 
also, frequently in his cabin to get things I want, as I do ship-steward’s duty, and I have never seen him in 
that state. 

Q. Were these men supplied with rations from the ship ?—A. They were supplied with full allowance of 
ship’s provisions. 

Q. When the master of the “ Sortes”” went on board the “ Forward,” did you hear him make any state- 
ment relative to his vessel #—A. [heard him say he had no nation, no papers, and no colours; that is the only 
statement 1 heard him make. 


his 
(Signed) GEORGE “~ NEWMAN. 
mark, 
Witness to signature : 
WicutamM T. Grieve, Secretary. 


Sworn to before us, at the Admiralty House, Naval Yard, Port Royal, Jamaica, this 18th day of January, 
1858. 
(Signed) Henry Kevrerr, Commodore. 
H. J. Grant, Commander of H.M.S. “ Imaum." 
Montacu F. O'Reitty, Commander of H.M SS. “ Lapwing.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, . 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel called the “ =tes,” nation unknown, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, prize to Her Majesty's ship “ Forward.” 

A true and perfect inventory of the several articles undementioned, being the cargo of the above 
schooner :— 


1 hogshead red wine (41 gallons), at 2s. 
3 quarter-casks ditto (66 gallons), at 2». 


Crass A. 


& 
78 quarter-casks and 40 hogsheads rum (3,687 gallons), at ly. per gallon... -” 
ni as ; 
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: ‘ £ ad. 

a ears ees Ry an S38, Mh Wath h aaa. fe 0 12°'0 
octayes vinegar (24 gallons), at lz... =... Soller oe 4 0 
20 bare on (196 et Og. 24 Ta fhett), at. 10s, per 100 Ibs... 76" 6 7 
51 barrels bread (20. ewt, 1 qr, 24 Ibs.), at 10g. per barrel. . si gh 25 10 0 
2 barrels sugar (8 cwt. 1 qr. 12 Ibs.), at 14s. percwt. Pi &.7.3 
2 barrels and 12, yrds bushels), at Se. per barrel, . 4.16 0 
7 kegs lard (2 cwt. 1 qr. 23 Ibs. nett), at 56s. per cwt. .. a 617 6 
3 sacks salt (499 lbs. nett), at 2s. per 100lbs. .. . .. es 0,10 0 
3 bags tobacco (84 Ibs.), at 9d. per Ibi. . ee sie 6 $33 0 
2 bags corn (3 bushels), at 4s. ¥ ow bb de +h 012 0 
I bag sarsaparilla (13 Ibs. nett), at 6d. per Ib. .. bie se 0 6 6 
1 bag wooden spoons, about 22 dozen . on aa oi 0610 0 
5 drums codfish (4 cwt. 1 qr. 24 Ibs.), at 10s. per dram 210 0 
3 barrels wheat flour, at 26s. ba 3A Ais 3 318 0 
10 boxes salad)oil (19 gallons), at 6s. .. ae ua ote 300 
1 box vermicelli, 22 Ibs. nett - be wd hy 08 0 
1 cast-iron boiler and frames ls Pes 56 0 0 
‘7 barrels beef (14 cwt. 1 qr. 28 lbs.), at 80s... 28 0 0 
6 barrels pork (10 ewt. 2 qre. 24 Ibs.), at 80s.) .. 24.0 0 
6 muskets, at 8s... wan all ae bie ie is 28 0 
1 bag bullets Se a - we a oe ws 020 
33 tin buckets. at 1s. ole rok de re se ws ll 0 
6 wooden buckets, at 1a. vid ee bd ei ag 060 
} barrel herrings . ne 010 0 
1 box sago, 18 lbs. nett ve 010 0 
} box medicines ‘i 9 4 0 
1 keg nails cs 100 
98 water-casks, at 4s. 19 12 0 
1 lot firewood _ < “3 . as - 5 0 0 
3,091 feet lumber . . ze as is s os 15 0 0 
£430 15 9 


MemoranpuM.—With the exception of the rum, sugar, muskets, and bullets, the above valuation includes 
the duties payable on each article. 


I, Henry Maxwell Hall, Marshal of this Court, do, with all due nespect, hereby certify that, by virtue of 
the decree of condemnation in the said cause, I have chosen Henry Forbes Colthirst, of the city and parish of 
Kingston, in the county of Surrey, in the Island of Jamaica, merchant, a good and lawful man, well 
experienced in such affairs, and have duly sworn him faithfally and justly ,to value and appraise the above 
articles according to their true value,.and to the best of his skill and judgment. And I, the said Henry Forbes 
Colthirst, whose name is hereunto subscribed, do hereby certify that, by virtue of my said oath, I have faith- 
fully and justly valued and appraised the above articles at the sum of four hundred and thirty pounds 
fifteen shillings and nine pence,.lawful money of the said Island of Jamaica. 

In witness whereof we have respectively set our hands the twenty-seventh day of May,one thousand 


eight hundred and fi ight. 
i” fry-cig' H. M. HALL, Sarshat. 
H. F. COLTHIRST, Appraiser. 


After the foregoing inventory and’ appraisement was made and sworn to, and after the unlading of the 
cargo for the purpose of being sold pursuant to decree, eleven additional water-caske, full of water, which had 
been detained on board as b were delivered to me, and are accounted for in the account of sales of the 

filed in this worshipful Court; a chronometer and a lot, each, of spars, sails, and old rope, were also. 
handed over to me and:are accounted for in the same account’ sales. 
H.W. HALL, Sarshal. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 316. 
| Mr. Rowlett ta Comodore Kellett. 


Sir,, “ Cortes,” Port Royal, a LY 3, 1858. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you of the arrival of this vessel, tg eee by Her Majesty 8 gun-boat 
“ Forward,” on the morning of the 16th of April, in latitude 23° 45! north, itude 82° 15’ west. : 
The vessel is marked “Sortes, New re . a her sora She has the for a slave-deck ; likewise 
an extraordinary number of water-casks for so small a v ; : 
The master and crew refused to give any account of themselves; and’ not having any colours or pape 
she waa detained by Lieutenant H. Davies, the Commander of the “ Forward,” who gave me orders to 
to this and upon arrival to report myself to you, and put the vessel in Court for adjudication. 
Two ee eT One tod atest, ant (wenght does in he meant sitar 
on “) orvll have, : | 
” (Signed ‘ J. H. W. ROWLETT, ‘ 
ny Second. “aster of Her Majesty's. Gun-boat. “ Forward.” 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 316. 
ee Lieutenant Davies to CoSzpdore Kollet. | 


Sir, “ Forward,” Poit R ~ay'26, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report, that when cruizing off the Havana on the 16th April, at 5 a.m, I sighted 
8 topsail-schooner about six miles on the lee-quarter, standing towards us. I continued on the same course 
until she neared us to three miles on the lee-beam, when I kept away, and got up steam. 

During this time the schooner made sail, manceuvred, altered course frequently, and was so suspicious in 
appearance that I determined on boarding her. After a chase of one hour and a-half, I hoisted the English 

urs, and fired a blank gun. Chase showed American colours, and hove-to.: She proved to be the 
“ Cortez,” from Havana. 

Upon boarding her a person —— himself as the master, showed tae some papers, which I consi- 
dered to be irregular, but he refi to deliver them into my own hands. ‘The crew rushed and hauled down 
the flag, and destroyed the es I then, as previously, informed them that I intended to take them to an 
American man-of-war, when they all denied their being of any nation; also the existence of any papers. 

The papers that had been shown to me were observed to be thrown into the sea by Danie] Wakeham, 
and could not be recovered. No papers were found during the search for them which immediately occurred : 
therefore I detained her. \ 

On searching the vessel I found her fully equipped for the Slave Trade. . 

The nature of the — could not be ascertamed, as the person representing himself to be master would 
not give ze more than a glance of them before destroying them. 

No one would acknowledge to be the master after detention. 

I then put Mr. Rowlett, second master of Her Majesty’s ship “Forward,” on board with a crew, and 
sent her for adjudication at Jamaica. 

T have, ke. 
(Signed) HENRY DAVIES. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 316. 
Lieutenant Davies to CoS@odore Kellett. 


Sir, “ Forward,” Port Royal, June 1, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that when the “ Cortez” slaver was detained, there were removed 
to Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Forward,” eigtiy sis doubloons and eleven dollars, for safe custody, which will 
be paid into the Vice-Admiraliy Court in England, for distribution. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY DAVIES. 





No. 317. 
Commodore Kellett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, August 26, 1858. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 10th instant, | have now the honour to 
transmit herewith, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
Returns from the Commanders of Her a steam-vessels “ Basilisk” and 
“ Jaseur,” of all the vessels under foreign colours boarded during the period they 
were cruizing off the coast of Cuba, with the details required. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KELLETT. 





eo 


Inclosure | in No. 317. 
Lieutenant Scott to CoSmodore Kellett. 7 ao. 


| ' 

Sir, “ Jaseur,” Port Riyal, August 25, 1858, 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you a report of vessels boarded on the coast of Cuba, oe 
Majesty’s gun-boat under my command. With the exception of the vessels shown in the report as ving 
been brought-to with blank guns, none were detained on their voyages, having been boarded ping ame ; 
and dropp g down the bogt to them. Their masters were all extremely civil, generally asking the ing 
officer to take some refreshments, and making inquiries as to the navigation, &c. The master of the 
“Brothers,” although he refused to show his to prove his nationality, was civil and polite, and as I was 
perfectly satisfied he was a lawful trader, I did not insist on seeing ee ai } 

a Ske ve, 

j (Signed) JOHN BINNEY SCOTT. 


i 





H 
' 
q ‘Ss x4 ; 
: a ; 8K 2 
J 


Inclosure 2 in No. 317. 


Return of Vessels boarded by an Officer from Her Majesty's ship “ Jaseur,” under command of Lieutenant Scott, whilst cruizing for the Suppression 


of the Slave ‘Trade. 





Date. | Name of Ship. 











Nov. 13 | Juno 4 


» 14 | Golden Eagle 
» 24 | Maria = 


Dec. 9 | Kunigunde.. 


Jan, 6 | Viola * 
é 15 | La Sirena .. 
mn 19 | Fernando .. 
6 21 | Lucy Frances 
» 26 | Elizabeth .. 
» 26 | Frank Hall. 


Feb. 23 | Felis s 
March 25 | Desengano. . 
April 27 | James Davis 
May 28 | Stadt 





June 1 | Rebecca 
” 1 | Fiel 
” 2 | Mount Eagle 
= 4 | M.J. Kemble 
* 8 | Brothers 
—— 








Flag. 


Bremen 


American 
Spanish 


Bremen 


American 
Spanish 
Ditto .. 
American 
Ditto .. 
Ditto .. 


Spanish 


«| Ditto .. 


American 
Oldenburg 


Bremen 
Spanish 
American 
Ditto .. 
Ditto .. 











Name and Rank of Boarding 


Officer. 





..| John R. Moss, Second Mas- 


ter, and second in com- 
mand. 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto $6 oe 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto wie 

Ditto we 

Ditto ae 
Ditto a es 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto oe .- ee 


Ditto ee 


| Ditto ws 


Ditto ats as 


‘.| Ditto an 


Ditto 
Ditto 





























Fired at, or not. Reason for so doing. Conversation held on board. 
One blank To compel her to show | Confined to questions in com- 
coleurs pliance with “ Instructions 
to officers emptoyed in the 
suppression of Slaye Trade” 
Not .. at ns Ditto 2 
One blank To bring her to, ship going | Ditto 
too fast to board with 
safety 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
| Ditto 
| Ditto 
| Ditto 


To heave her to, going too | Ditto 
fast to board with safety 

Ditto ee + -| Ditto 

a Ditto 

oi 2 Ditto 

To bring her to, going too | Ditto 

fast to board with safety 

: F Ditto 

a's Ditto 

Ditto 

‘ Ditto 

To bring her to, going too | Dittu 
fast to board with satety 








Remarks. 


Master refused to show papers when 
requested to do so to prove his 
nationality ; but I was perfectly satis- 
fied he was a lawful trader, and did 
not insist on seeing them. 





Acted under the immediate orders of Commodore Henry Kellett, C.B., &c., guided by Instructions to Officers employed in the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 


 Jaseur,” Port Royal, August 25, 1858. 


(Signed) JOHN BINNEY SCOTT, Lieutenant and Commander. 


‘SYAOMAO 'IVAVN WOUd SSuodTy 


Inclosure 3 in No. 317. 


A Reruen of Vessels boarded by an Officer from Her Majesty’s ship “ Basilisk,” under command of Commander Phayre, whilst cruizing for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade on the South Coast of Cuba. 


Name of Ship. 


Marseileta 
Brunette 
Malaria 


Eliza Ann 


Amelia 


Rowland 


Franklin 


San José 


Sarah Bottice . 


Jalad . 
Name unknown 
Circassian 


Relief . 


Flag. 


Spanish 
American .. 


Spanish 


English 


Ditto 


American .. 


French 


Spanish 


American 


Spanish 
Ditto 
American .. 


English 


Name and Rank 


Lieut. R. F. Broadrick 
Ditto .. aie 
H. W. Burnett, Master 


Lieut. J.G Mead 
Lieut. R. F. Broadrick 


W. E. Fitzgerald, Mid- 
shipman 


Lieut. J. G. Mead 


Lieut, R, F. Broadrick 


Ditto .. 


Lieut. J. G. Mead 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. ee . 


H. W. Burnett, Master 


of Boarding Officer. 


Fired at, or not. 


Fired at 
Not fired at 
Fired blank gun . 


Not 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 





Reason for so doing. 


Dark, and ship would 
not heave-to 


To bring her to 


Conversation held on board. 


Conversation relative to his passage, and 
what winds he had had. 

Asked leave to fill up the form in the 
boarding-book, which was granted 

Asked about the English mail-steamer, 
and whether it had arrived at St. 
Thomas. 

Conversation as to weather experienced 
and number of turtles taken. 

Conversation about the Island of Jamaica, 


and what men of war were laying there. 


Asked captain for American papers, &e. 


Asked if Her Majesty's ship “ Bruns- 
wick” was at Aspinwall, and was 
answered, that she had left two days 
before this vessel sailed. 


Asked the usual questions in the form of 
boarding-book in the Station Orders ; 
and if there was any sickness at New 
Orleans. 

Not remembered 


Ditto. 


Conversation relative to British and 
foreign men of war lying at Aspinwall 





Remarks. 








This vessel was from St. 


Thomas. 


The San José was one day 
from St. Jago de Cuba; 
filled up the usual form in 
the Loarding-book. 


Both these vessels were well 
overhauled, as they seemed 
| suspicious craft, 


This vessel was a Cayman 
turtle-boat. 


*SUAOMMAIO TVAVN WOUd SZuOdTy 


Leb 


Return of Vessels, &c.—continued. 





Date. 





1858 


April 
” 


» 


14 


14 | 


15 
14 


15 


23 
23 
23 


26 


30 


Name of Ship. 





Star of the West 
New Era 
Eliza Shairp . 


Iris .. oe 





Glenburn... 


Palmyra 


Oldulia 
Express 
Black Squall . 


Time 


Blanca Aurora 


Leith .. oe 


Pliascie 





Flag. 


American .. 
English 
Ditto o 
Spanish 


American .. 


Ditto 
Spanish 
English 


American .. 


English 


Spanish 


English 


American .. 


of Boarding Officer. 





Name and Rank 





W. Binnington, Mid- 
shipman 

Ditto... 

Lieut. J. G. Mead .. 


Lieut. R. F. Broadrick 


Ditto .. 


H. W. Burnett, Master 
Lieut. J.G. Mead .. 


Ditto .. 


Ditto .. oe 


Lieut. R. F. Broadrick 


Lieut. J. G. Mead 


Lieut. R. F. Broadrick 








Fired at, or not. 





Not 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Fired atwith blank 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Reason for so doing. 


| To make her show her 
colours 








Conversation held on board. 








Answering questions required for filling- 
in boarding-book. 

Went alongside ; asked questions required 
for filling-in boarding-book. 

Conversation about the length of his 
passage from Bareclona (70 days) 

Asked the captain if he had any negroes 
on board; on being told he had not, 
asked leave to fill up the form in the 
boardiug-book, which was granted. 


Answering the questions required to fill 
up boarding-book. 
Conversation as to weather at 'alifax. 


Conversation as to the sailing qualities of 
American fore-and-aft schooners ; asked 
the captain to report * Basilisk” off 
St. Jago de Cuba to our Consul at that 
place. 

About the men-of-war at Port Royal 


Told the captain I wished to examine his 
hold and fittings, and asked what disease 
the men had died of; how many days 
he expected to be going to Barcelona 

Captain complained of foul winds, and 
asked my opinion as to the sort of 
weather he was likely to experience at 
this time of year 





Remarks. 


Boarded in Port Royal har- 
bour. 


Sent them some tobacco, of 
which they were sadly in 
want. 


Asked “ Palmyra” the usual 
questions, to fill up boarding 
book. 


This vessel reported being ~ 


boarded by “Styx,” off Cape 
Mayse, Cuba. 


Short of provisions, which were 
supplied her. 

This ship had 22 passengers on 
board, one of whom was dead 
at the time of boarding. 


This vessel was not boarded 
owing to the heavy sea run- 
ning at the time. 


‘The*‘ Pliascie wasan American 
brig from New York, bound 
to Trinidad, Cuba; do not 
remember any conversation 
that took place. 


SEt 


‘SUTOMAO ‘IVAYN WOUd SLuodaa 
















Return of Vessels. &c.—continued. 


Name and Rank 


| 
ro | . 
Fired at, or not. | Reason for so doing. 
| 























Date. Name of Ship. Flag. of Boarding Officer. Conversation held on board. Remarks. 
1858 
May 4 | Liberios American ..| Lieut. R. F. Broadrick | Not ee \, .| Asked to see her papers, and the usual | The name of the captain of the 
| questions in the station form of boarding- “ Liberios” was Lecoq, and 
i book he appeared to be a French- 
man. 
Ps 5 | Annetta English Ditto .. Three blank guns | To make her heave-to | Asked the reason she would not heave-to 
were fired | and show colours and show her colours, and reprimanded 
| the master for not doing so. 

» 16] Frieda Hamburgh .| Ditto . és Not Asked to see her papers. 

” 21 | Ferrina French H.W. Burnett, Master} Ditto 6 Answering the questions required to fill | This vessel (‘ Ferrina”) was 
up the boarding-book, and whether we from Falmouth, bound to 
were cruizing for slave-vessels New Orleans. 

” 22 | Velocipede English Lieut. J. G. Mead Ditto Captain asked the reason of his being 
made to heave-to ; told him I had orders 

7 to overhaul his craft 

» 22 | Trojan American ..| Ditto .. Ditto .. Asked for some American papers, and | The captain of this vessel was 

permission to fill up the boarding-book very civil, and hove-to for 
our boat, though he was not 
asked to do so. 

” 26 | Mungo Park . +-| Ditto -.| Ditto . Ditto | Asked if he had seen any gun-boats on 
the coast. He answered, that he had 
passed one (“Jaseur”) off Cape Cruz, 
the evening before. 

» 29 | Bradshaw Ditto Ditto .. Ditto Asked for American papers, but the | Had a long pull after this 
captain had none to spare vessel, but did not order her 

to heave-to. 

ny 30 | W. S. Cogswell Ditto Ditto .. Ditto .. No conversation. 

June 1 | Ino. Stevens Ditto Lieut. R. F. Broadrick | Ditto Asked leave to fill up the form in the 


station boarding-book, and what sorts 
of winds and weather she had had on 
her passage. 


“ Basilisk,” Port Royal, August 24, 1858. (Signed) G. A. PHAYRE, Commander. 


‘SUNOMIO 'IVAVN WOU SZuOdaTa 
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440 REPOR@S FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
No. 318. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Fitzgerald.—(Received October 11.) 


Sir, Admiralty, October 8, 1858. 
WITH reference to former correspondence, 1 am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you, herewith, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a Return of vessels boarded by 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard,” during the time she was cruizing off the coast of 
Cuba, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. Also copies of instructions given to 
Commander Peel, of that vessel, by the senior officer on that coast; and copies of 
the orders given by Commander Peel to the officer in charge of the “ Buzzard’s” 
pinnace, when cruizing away from the ship. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. CORRY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 318. 


List of Vessels boarded by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Buzzard,” off the north coast of 
Cuba, between March 29 and June 29, 1858. 























Date when Name of Vessel. Under what colours. Name of Boarding Officer. 
boarded. 
March 29 Elton . - we .| American .. ..| C. D. Broughton, Acting Mate. 
» 81] Emma = ai --| Spanish .. ..| A. C. S. Blackett, Acting Mate, 
April 6 | Secundina % ee ..| Ditto as ..| W. H.S. Mourilyan, Lieutenant. 
‘5 8 | Salicia ; | Ditto és ‘ | Ditto. 
5 8 | Elmwood .| American .. ; | Ditto. 
rr 12 | Temeraria a ais . ; Spanish .. ..| Ditto. 
_ 13 | John Howe... a ..| American .. ..| Ditto. 
" 13 | Elvira . oe “ie ..| Spanish .. ..| Ditto. 
Pr 13 | Dosalmanos.. a ..| Ditto ry ..| H, B. Akaster, Master. 
i 14 | Tanqua ee wa --| Ditto Pan ..| Ditto. 
ss 25 | Mary R. Barney ity ..| American .. ..| W. H. S. Mourilyan, Lieutenant. 
3 25 | Queen of the West oa --| English. Ditto. 
May 2| 8. F. Thurston . & -.| American . ..| Ditto. 
r 2 | Alruccabah es Ye ..| Ditto ve ..| Ditto. 
” 2| Thos. Acorn .. ay -. | Ditto ie ..| Ditto. 
o 2 | Lotte Rich ice as ..| Ditto ae ..| Ditto. 
a 2| Marcia Tribon . ie ..| Ditto an ..| Ditto. 
é 2|C. F. O'Brien .. a . | Ditto ars ..| Ditto. 
” 2| John A. Taylor . a .. | Ditto au ..| Ditto. 
+s 2 | Clarendon < oe ..| Ditto a ..| F. Peel, Commander. 
* 2 | Joaquina Bretotia 5 -.| Spanish .. ..| W. H. S. Mourilyan, Lieutenant. 
58 2 | Grotto a = ..| American . .-| Ditto, 
a 2 | Marta Gilchrist . «» | we} Ditto 3; .. | Ditto. 
2] John Howe... =A .+] Ditto ons ..| Ditto. 
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List of Vessels, &c.- -continued. 











Name of Vessel. Under what colours. Name of Boarding Officer. 







































W. H. Chandler American .. W. H. S. Mourilyan, Lieutenant. 





5 6 | Maria . Spanish W. Stone, Gunner. 
+i 10 | Ced .. oe a Ditto A. St. Clair, Lieutenant. 
er 21 | Julia Avoiles Ditto H. B. Akaster, Master. 
Po 22 | Marmion American .. Ditto. 
“ 24 | Amia . we ie Spanish Ditto.” 
26 | Cuba packet .. = Dutch Ditto. 
5 27 | Crimea FY oa ..| American .. Ditto. 
” 27 | Maria Mati... “s Spanish Ditto. 
” 28 | Antilla packet .. Ditto Ditto. 
» 28 | Anonima aa is ..| Ditto ..| Ditto. 
” 28 | Morga Ditto Ditto. 
” 28 | Jacob Prentice American ., Ditto. 
” 30 | Tres Anitas Spanish Ditto. 
a3 80 | Joaquim Ditto Ditto. 
5 30 | Oquendo Ditto Ditto. 
June 15 | Alecta Ditto Ditto. 
is 15 | Balear Ditto Ditto. 
ee 15 | Celia . Oe <e Ditto Ditto. 
— Cocifon Ditto Ditto. 
" 16 | Alfred ae ze ..| Ditto Ditto. 
si 22 | Boregua sie ae Ditto D'‘uno. 








(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL, Commander. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 318. 


Commander Vesey to CoSSander Peel. 


Sir, “ Styx, at Sea, May 18, 1858. 

FOR the present, you will consider your cruizing-ground to lay between Cay Francis and a line drawn 
north from Matanzas. The most important places to be watched are Cadiz Cay, Boca de Sagua, Sierra Morena, 
and Cay Francis. ae: 

‘A vessel, called the “St. Andrew,” is expected at Sierra Morena in about a month; and a brigantine, 
called the “ Marcia Tribon” “ present in Sagua), is suspected. ‘ 

Our rendezvous is now changed to Cay Sal, and you will endeavour to be there on the 1st, 10th, and 20th 
of each month. I shall join you there on the 20th of June. The “Jasper” is cruizing between Cape Confities 
and Cadiz Cay; and the “ Forward,” on her return, will be between Cadiz Cay and Matanzas. 

As the “Forward” may not know of the rendezvous being changed, you will perhaps meet her at the one 
* Matanzas; and, in the event of falling in with her, you will be good enough to deliver the accompanying 

etter. 

By order of the Commander-in-chief, you are on no account to visit the ports in Cuba, except in cases 
of necessity. inn th 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) | C. VESEY. 


Crass A. 3 L 
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[nclosure 3 in No. 318. 
CoSmander Vesey to Co@Sander Peel. 


Sir, ; “ Styx," at Cay Sal, June 21, 1858. 

ON the receipt of this, you will proceed through the Old Bahama Channel, and cruize between Cape 
Matanilla and Cape Maize. “ When your provisions are running short, you will proceed to Port Royal, 
Jamaica, and report yourself to Commodore Kellett, ©.B. Inform the Commodore that it will be necessary for 
the “Styx” to leave her cruizing-ground about the end of July ; and, under present circumstances, I think it 
would be advisable for the “ Buzzard,” or some other large vessel, to take her place, as there are both Spanish 
and American men-of-war cruizing here at present. 

On your way through the Old Bahama Channel, you will call at Lobox, and inquire if the workmen there 
have suffered any molestation, or require anything; and in the event of such being the case, you will act 
entirely on your own judgment. 

You will inform the Commodore that our rendezvous is still the same—Cay Sal, 1st, 10th, and 20th of each 
month ; and you will deliver to him the accompanying despatch. . 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. VESEY, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 318. 
Orders addressed to Mr. Broughton. 


By Francis Peel, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard.” 
Memo. j 

YOU are hereby ordered to take charge of the pinnace, and eruize between Cadiz Cay and Piedras Light, 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. You have my permission to board and detain any vessel you may 
think is engaged in that Trade. 

You will meet me at Piedras Light on the 28th of this month. You are to be as careful as the service 
will admit of, in not exposing your men or self too much. 

Given on board the “ Buzzard,” off Piedras Light, this 0th of April, 1858. 

(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL. 

Mr. C. D. Broughton, 

Acting Mate, Her Majesty's ship “ Buzzard.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 318. 
Orders addressed to Mr. Broughton. 


By Francis Peel, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard.” 
Memo. 

IT is my direction that you proceed in the pinnace, and cruize between Cape Verdi and Cay Francis, for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade. In the event of your coming up with a full slaver, you will sink the 
pinnace, but take bearings in what place you have done so, and proceed in the slaver to Lobos Cay. Be careful 
in not exposing your men or self more than the service requires. Be at this place in ten days hence. 

Given on board the “ Buzzard,” off Piedras Light, May 2, 1858. 

(Signed) FRANCIS PEEL. 


Mr. C. D. Broughton, 
Acting Mate, Her Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard.” 





No. 319. 
Vice--Admiral Sir H. Stewart to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 222.) 
Sir, “‘ Indus,” at Halifax, October 12, 1858. 


IN pursuance of the directions conveyed to me in your letter of the 21st ultimo, 
to investigate and report the circumstances connected with the boarding and 
examination of the Spanish brig ‘“‘ Ermesinda” by Her Majesty’s ship “Styx,” F 
transmit herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the 
copy of a letter, and of its.inclosures, which I have received from Commander Vesey 
on that subject. 

1 trust their Lordships will agree with me in thinking this explanation quite 
satisfactory., I am convinced, from personal observation, that Commander Vesey 
and Lieutenant Goold (the boarding officer on the occasion in question) are inca- 
pable of knowingly “ molesting or annoying the mercantile marine” of any nation ; 
and I think, in justice to those officers, so grave a charge should have been accom- 
panied. by a more specific statement of the occurrence complained of. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOUSTON STEWART. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 319. 
CoSmander Vesey to Vice-Admiral Sir H. Stewart. 


‘ * Styx,” Halifax, Ovtober \ 
_ _ I WAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your ssoeniemtican re) Sth Octo’ with, its 
inclosures, calling upon me to give a full explanation of the cireumstances connected with the boarding of the 
a brig “ cage whith vessel is said to have been visited: by the “ Styx.” _ 

eg to call your attention to the manner in which a ver ve charge h g i y 
his Excellency the Captain-General of Cuba :— dail iiniclaiiaiiaaa tial, 

Ist. The name of the master of the “ Ermesinda” is not given, and his statement has not been forwarded 

2nd. Neither date nor latitude and longitude are mentioned, . 

3rd. Though the name of the steamer was neither asked nor told, it is stated that she was the “Styx.” 

4th. It is taken for granted that I boarded in person, and showed “a wish to molest and annoy the 
Spanish mercantile marine.” ; 

5th. The boarding officer is charged with having no documents authorizing him to act, and with not 
having made an entry in the log (an act which requires the master’s sanction). , 

It is not easy to reply to a charge brought in such a vague and general way as this; but as I am anxious 
to give the fullest possible explanation on the subject, I have carefully searched the boarding-book and log of 
this ship, and find that on the 17th June, 1858, Pan of Matanzas in sight, a Spanish brig called ‘the 
“ Misinda ” was chased 8} miles, brought-to, and examined As this may be the same vessel, 1 inelose the 
boarding oflicer’s statement, together with an extract from the log of this ship. 

Tt will be seen from our log, that I was unable to come up with the stranger without using steam, and 
that a period of fifteen minutes elapsed between the firing of the first gun and her sbowing colours. Her 
delaying to do so was in itself suspicious, and quite sufficient to authorize me to act on the Treaty of 1835. 

The boarding oflicer’s statement will speak for itself, and had I wished to “ annoy the (Spanish) mercantile 
OM her not having the proper clearance would have been sullicient exeuse for my detaining the 
“ Misinda.”’ 

His Excellency the Captain-General of Cuba, in charging me with “violent and unjustifiable conduct,” 
and with having shown a wish to annoy the Spanish commercial marine, was bound to produce some statement 
or evidence in proof of his assertion, and stout also have stated the time and place where the alleged outrage 
was perpetrated. By not doing so, his Excelleney the Captain-General has rendered it much more diffleult 
for me to refute his charge, but T now most distinctly dene ever having, whilst boarding Spanish vessels, 
exceeded the terms of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, or ever having used unjustitiable means to 
enforce it. : 

The charge that “T showed a greater disposition to molest and annoy the (Spanish) mercantile marine 
than to fulfil an indispensable duty,” is a gratuitous assertion, and | much doubt if the Captain-General of 
Cuba could understand the motives by which I was actuated. 

I have the honour to return the inclosures sent. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. VESEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 319. 
Lieutenant Goold to Co@Sa:der Vesey. 


Sir, « Sty,” Halifae, Oct ber 10, 1858. 

IN reply to your orders, that I should report to you what occurred on my boarding the Spanish brig 
“Misinda,” off Cuba, on the 17th June, 1858, I beg to give the following statement, which I make to the best 
of my recollection, after the lapse of nearly four months. 

On the 17th June, at about 10 a.at., I proceeded in the second gig to board a brig under Spanish colours 
hove-to near Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Styx.” — I was received at the gangway by the master of the vessel, 
who addressed me in English, From his general appearance and style of conversation, I supposed him to be 
an American; but, when desired to answer a few questions concerning the brig, he told mé in Spanish that he 
could not understand a word of English. I then said the questions should be asked him in Spanish if he 
sreferred it, and, with the assistance of one of the men whom I called from the boat, I made the necessary 
inquiry. On demanding, where the vessel was from? he answered, Matanzas; where bownd? Ikavana. I 
then asked him the reason his hatches were covered and secured, if only going to a port forty miles distant, to 
which he could give me no answer. I then demanded his clearance from the Custom-house of the last port he 
had left. He did not possess one. I then asked what the cargo consisted of. He said, “ Dried beef:” to 
which I remarked, that I considered it very unusual to export dried beef from Matanzas. He could not 

roduce a manifest of the cargo; aud I ascertained from the vessel's papers that his crew should have been 
‘ourteen in number, having on board only eleven. He then stated that he had come from Buenos Ayres, and 
on the passage he had discharged three men at Pernambuco. His vessel was not consigned to any merchant 
at Matanzas, and, finding he could not dispose of his cargo there, he left for Havana without obtaining a clear- 
ance from Matanzas. I told him if he could not /open his hatehes I would take his vessel and stand towards 
Her Majesty’s ship “Styx.” After a delay of some minutes he assented ty do so. On examining the after 
part of the hold under the cabin I found what appeared to be a flying deck, on which were stowed some bage, 
containing rice and calavances. I endeavoured to ascertain how far the deck continued forward, but was 

revented from doing so by a bulkhead athwaré the vessel, about twenty feet from the stern. Supposing the 

eck to be continued to the forepeak I then went into the hold forward, through a large scuttle, to preveut the 
main hatch being disturbed, having a boat stowed over it. The cargo proved to be dried beef, and was, no 
doubt, stowed upon a deck, as a cargo of that description would not be placed near the bottom of the hold; 
but, to be certain that such was the case, it was necessary to disturb a portion of the cargo, which I did not 
consider it prudent to do. 

Before leaving the vessel J. offered to make an any into the log that the brig had been detained for 
examination, with reasons for doing so, but the master did not wish it. I also said that, in all probability, an 
officer would be s2ut on board to proceed in her to Havana, as he was unable to produce a complete set of 
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papers. The before-mentioned information I communicated to you on my return to the “Styx,” and, in 
conclusion, I can positively assert that the vessel had sailed from a port without a clearance from the Custom- 
house and manifest of cargo, with an incorrect list of crew; and also, that I was provided with all the docu- 
ments and authority necessary for boarding the vessel before leaving Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Styx’’ under 
your command. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. HY. GOOLD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 319. 


Extract fro& the Log of Her Majesty's ship “ Styx," June \7, 1858. 


7°30, wore and made sail in chase. 

80, Pan of Matanzas, S.S.E. } E. Got steam up. 

9°15, fired a gun to make a brig show colours. 

9°20, fired a gun. 

9°30, fired a shot. Brig hoisted Spanish colours, and hove-to. 
Detained the vessel for examination one hour and five minutes. 


This is to certify that the above is a correct copy from the ship’s log. 
(Signed) JAMES KIDDLE, Waster, H. M.S. © Styx.” 
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No. 320. 
Vice-Admiral Wallis to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ; ‘© Cumberland,” Monte Video, March 6, 1858. 

ON the 12th February Her Majesty’s brigantine “Spy” arrived from Colonia 
and Buenos Ayres, and, in consequence of intelligence received from Her Majesty’s 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Rio, I dispatched her, on 
the 27th ultimo, to cruize in the locality indicated, to the southward of that port, 
for the purpose of intercepting a slaver which is shortly expected to arrive from 
the coast of Africa. 

With the exception of the above information, | have nothing to communicate 
with reference to Slave Trade operations. 





No. 321. 


Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(No. SO.) 
Sir, ** Madagascar,” Rio de Janeiro, October 25, 1858. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. the copy of a communication made to me by the Honourable W. Stuart. 
Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, respecting the Brazilian ship 
“Santo,” which, it is reported, has been fitted out for the purpose of engaging 
in the Slave Trade. 

This communication was not received by me until the 22nd instant, although 
the ‘‘ Santo” sailed from hence on the 30th ultimo ; 1 was, consequently, unable to 
have her watched on leaving this harbour: but the “Siren” left yesterday for the 
purpose of proceeding to the Falkland Islands, and Commander Balfour has been 
instructed to keep a sharp look-out on his route, and will call in at Maldenado 
to ascertain if any information can be obtained as to the movements of the 
“ Santo.” 

Copies of this communication have been forwarded to Rear-Admiral the 
Honourable Sir F. Grey, Commander-in-chief at the Cape of Good Hope, and to 
Commander Annesley, of the “ Harrier,” in charge of the duties of senior officer in 
the River Plate, for which place the “Santo” sailed with the ostensible object of 
embarking horses at Monte Video for conveyance to Calcutta; and [ hold the 
“Oberon” in readiness to proceed at.a moment’s notice should any further intelli- 
gence be received respecting the “Santo.” 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) STEPHEN LUSHINGTON. 





Inclosure in No. 321. 


Memorandum. 


THE Brazilian ship “ Santo,” of the burden of 884 tons (Brazilian measurement), Captain Antonio dv 
Barros Valeuto, owned by Manoel de Almeida Cardozo, a merchant of Rio de Janeiro, sailed hence on the 
30th of September for Monte Video, for the purpose, it is said, of taking in there a cargo of horses for 
Calcutta, and that an English officer was awaiting her arrival at Monte Video. 

The above-mentioned ship left this harbour partly equipped for the Slave Trade; anc it is known to 2 
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certainty that instead of going to Calcutta, her destination is to the West Coast of Africa, there to receive a 


‘ The in who went in her is to remain at Monte Video, where she will receive another captain, a 
certain José Francisco Royas, who is a well-known slaver, goes to Lisbon in the “ Avon” packet, and thence 
will f° to Cuba to await the “ Santo.” 

t is inconceivable that this Government should have believed that this ship cleared out for Monte Video 
with the intention of taking a cargo of horses to Calcutta, not reflecting that during a short voyage nearly 
the whole of such animals perish; and the “ Santo" was allowed to clear-out without giving the bond which, 
under the cincatnstances of her equipment, the authorities onght to have exacted. 

It is further known that upon leaving Monte Video the “ Santo” will not sail under the Brazilian flag. 
At Monte Video she is to adiged herself with a large supply of water and provisions, having already all 





necessary utensils for Slave on board, and a false deck. 
No, 322. 
- Rear-Admiral Sir 8. Lushington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
(No. 88.) 
Sir, ‘ ** Madagascar,”’ Rio de Janeiro, November 8, 1858. 


I TRANSMIT herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admira uy» the copy. of a despatch from the Honourable William Stuart, Her 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at the Court of Brazil, with its inclosure, from 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner at St. Paul de Loanda, stating that suspicions 
are entertained by the Brazilian Consul-General in that city that a project has been 
recently set on foot for the introduction of slaves into the northern provinces of 
Brazil by way of Guiana; but Mr. Stuart informs me he has not yet received any 
communication from the Brazilian Government with respect to the project in 
question. 

The “Oberon” sailed this morning for the River Plate, in consequence of 
information received of an émeute at Buenos Ayres. I have, therefore, no vessel at 
my disposal at this n.oment to send for the purpose of watching the northern 
coast, but on the return of the “ Wasp” (expected about the 25th instant), she will 
be dispatched for this purpose, on which service the “Spy” will also be sent as 
soon as her crew have been paid their wages, and she is ready for sea. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN LUSHINGTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 322. 
Mr. Smart to Rear-Admiral Sir S. Lushington. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 4, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose to you, for your information, the accompanying copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner at St. Paul de Loanda, stating that suspicions are entertained by the 
Brazilian Consul-General in that city that a project has been recently set on foot for the introduction of slaves 
into the northern provinces of Brazil by way of Guiana. ‘ 

Yon shall be made duly acquainted with any information which the Brazilian Government may communi- 
cate to me with respect to the project in question. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. SMART. 





Inclosure 2:in No. 322. 
My. Gabriel to Mr. Scarlett. 


Sir, St. Paul de Loanda, September 26, 1858. 
A VESSEL being about to sail hence this day for Rio de Janeiro, I embrace the opportunity of acquainting 
you that Dr. Saturnino, de Souza Oliveira, the Brazilian Consul-General. in this city, has stated to me that from 
information which he has reeeived from reliable sources, he is led to believe that a project has recently been 
set on foot for introducing slaves into the northern provinces of the Brazils by way of Guiana, and that he is 
about to forward a communication on that subject to his Government by the vessel which conveys this 
despatch. 
a am not able to say how far the reports which have reached Dr. Saturnino may be relied upon, nor, 


enabled promptly to adopt such measures) as.may appear to you best calculated to thwart the plav'siich he 
pty oa ol: Ba sel eg fhe si pest 
' j ave, &c. 


(Signed) . EDWIN GABRIEL, 
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